
Homily 
August 30, 2009 

Yr B: Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dt 4:1-2,6-8; Jas 1:17-18,21b-22,27; Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 
●  

 
The first time Janet told me that she loved me, I didn’t hear her, and so I didn’t 
respond. 
 
You see I don’t have any hearing in my left ear and she was sitting next to me, on 
my left side, on the bus during our commute to the University. So between my 
deafness and the motion and noise on the bus, I just didn’t know that she had 
whispered those words to me. 
 
We hadn’t known each other very long -- maybe just a couple of weeks -- and if I 
had mentioned that I couldn’t hear out of that ear she didn’t remember, obviously.  
 
Because I compensate for it pretty well, most people who know me don’t know 
about my hearing problem. It’s a pretty minor disability. 
 
Anyway, we had met only a couple of weeks before, on a bus in downtown Seattle 
on our way to the Ferry Terminal. I still remember the bus: it was red, the route 
was route #7.  But in those two weeks I had fallen in love with Janet, and I knew 
that she had probably fallen in love with me. But I still wanted to hear those words 
… and I missed them! 
 
Fortunately, Janet was undaunted and it wasn’t long before she told me again and 
this time I heard her… and I did respond. 
 
There are words that change your life: words like “I love you”.   
 
Words like those are powerful and for me they changed almost everything: 

• I switched my morning commute from the 8:15 ferry to the 5:45 ferry.  
• I learned to dance.  
• I made new friends.  
• I ate in different restaurants, drove on different roads, dreamed different dream 
•  I wasn’t Catholic, but I went to mass. 
• I thought more about someone else than I did myself .. and my life was no 

longer my own. 
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●  
 
St. James knew the power of words to change lives. He alludes to this in our 
second reading and it’s one of the themes in his letter: 
 

Humbly welcome the word that has been planted in you and is able 
to save your souls … and be doers of the word and not hearers only. 

 
But before you do the word, you have to hear it … although helps if you are ready 
to hear it, if you are waiting for it. 
 
The word we wait for, the word that has the power to transform us as Christians, 
isn’t a philosophy, nor is it a collection of wisdom sayings. Our “word” was made 
flesh. Our word is a person: Jesus Christ. 
 
So it isn’t a stretch to say that hearing “the word”  means falling in love and “doing 
the word” means being in love -- in a profound and deeply committed way. 
 
I think that’s one reason why the relationship between God and his people, 
between Jesus and his church are so often referred to in scripture using the 
language of marriage, of husband and wife. 
 
But you don’t have that kind of relationship simply by saying it or by hearing  
someone else say it. It has to be a word you want to hear -- or that you need to hear 
– and once you hear it, nothing is ever the same. 
 
God told us, through the prophet Jeremiah, that he would give us the desire to hear 
his word: 
 

“.. this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the LORD. I will place my law within them, and write 
it upon their hearts; I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” 

 
But it is one thing to have the desire planted in us and another to actually hear it. 
 
How do we hear those words? They come to us all the time, although sometimes, 
even if we want to hear them, we can miss them, we can all be a little deaf. 
 
But God won’t give up on you if you haven’t yet responded. 
Just keep yourself in his presence, keep listening and you will hear him. 
 



3 
 

Maybe you will finally hear the Word in the scriptures themselves:  
 

  … in the Psalms: 
o Lord ...You formed my inmost being; you knit me in my mother's 

womb. I praise you, so wonderfully you made me;  
 

  … in the Gospels: 
o As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. 

 

And scripture itself tells us that God speaks to us  in so many other ways: 
 

  … through creation: 
o The heavens declare the glory of God;  

     the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
 

  … through the sacraments:  
o This is my body, which will be given up for you. 

 

  … through other people: 
o We are ambassadors for Christ, as if God were appealing through us. 

 
 
Sometime after I heard Janet say “I love you”, I realized that through her, God told 
me the very same thing. Now years later, I hear it through so many voices and in so 
many blessings. 
 

●  
 

If you are having trouble being a “doer of the word” as St. James insists, maybe 
it’s because you haven’t yet heard it.  But know that if the desire is there, keep 
listening, you will hear it … and once you hear it, doing it will become second 
nature. 
 

You may have noticed that when mass begins, we process in with The Book of 
Gospels. But at the end of the mass we leave it here on the ambo.  
 
That’s an intentional part of the rite. You have heard the word proclaimed, and 
soon you will receive it in the mystery of the Eucharist.  
 
You take the Word out when you leave, carrying it in your hearts. 
 
Take it out into the world … and do it. 


