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EDITOE,S PREFACE,

*Twa8 the Golden Age, when every brnie 
Had voice articulate, in speech was skilled,
And the mid-forests with its synods filled.
The tongues of rock and pine-leaf then were free ן 
To ship and sailor then would speak the sea ;
Sparrows with farmers would shrewd talk maintain ן 
Earth gave all fm its, nor asked for toil again.
Mortals and god• were wont to mix as friends.
To which concluBion all the teaching tends 
Of sage old Æsop.

Babbius, Proem L

I t is probable that fables which have passed current 
under the name of Æsop for two thousand years will con• 
tinue to bear his name as long as fables shall retain their 
power to instruct and charm—in other words, as long as 
men remain in need of instruction and reproof, and are 
impatient of their reception. Truth, however, calls for 
the assertion that the connection of Æsop with the col- 
lection known by his name is very slight. Nearly־ all 
that can be said with certainty is, a that there k  abun- 
dant proof that fables passing under the name of Æsop 
were current and popular in Athens during the most 
brilliant period of its literaiy history, and not much 
more than a century after the death of the supposed 
author.̂  We are further told, on good authority, that
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THE SHIP AND THE SAILORS.
S o m e  Sailors, whose ship made but little progreM 

toward the port whither she was bound, through want 
of wind, besought the captain to allow them to throw out 
the ballast which was on board, in the hope that when 
the ship was lightened she would move faster through 
the water. No sooner was this done than a breeze 
sprang up, which in a few hours became a furious gale 
of wind, and the ship, deprived of the ballast which 
would have kept her steady, heeled over, and all oa 
board perished•




