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THE OAK AND THE HONEY
SUCKLE.

the edge of a wood there once 
;ood a tall and beautiful Oak-tree, 
i the spring-time its leaves were 

a pretty pale green, in the early summer 
they grew darker and were not so pretty 
to look at ; but to make up for that, some 
bright red leaves came out all over the 
top of the tree and stayed there until 
the autumn slowly changed them, and all 
the dark green leaves as well, into a 
golden brown. Now, the Oak-tree was 
very proud of its great beauty, and 
thought itself the finest tree in the wood ; 
and it had oh ! so many visitors who 
admired it very much. Birds, and
squirrels, and pigs, and even little chil- 
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90 FABLES FOR LITTLE FOLK.
11 This is a pretty state of things,” said 

the Pigeons to the Starlings. “ Who gave 
you leave to live in this house ? ”

“ No one gave us leave,” answered the 
Starlings ; “ but the house was unlet, and 
so we took it ; and we don’t mean to turn 
out either.”

“ You will have to turn out,” replied a 
young Pigeon sharply. “ We have never 
been brought up to do without a house, 
but you can build your nests in all sorts 
of queer places—even in chimney-pots, I 
have heard people say.”

It really looked as if there would be a 
battle before the dispute was settled, until 
a gentle old mother Pigeon said,—

“ Why should we not manage like the 
people at Westminster, where I used to 
live, do? Very often ever so many fami
lies live in one house there. They call it 
letting the house in flats. Let us have 
the lower part of the dovecot, and you 
take the upper storey.”

THE PIGEON-HOUSE LET IN  FLATS. 91
This happy idea decided the question ; 

and it was one of the prettiest sights 
possible to see the Starlings and Pigeons 
all living peacefully together in one house, 
and never by any chance going into each 
other’s flat.


