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PREFACE.

It has been demonstrated that the most successful method of 
teaching young children is to attract their attention and hold their 
interest.

The child comes to school fresh from his play, where he has 
been in close touch with nature, whose manifest forms he has been 
observing, either consciously or unconsciously. He intuitively feels 
the bond between himself and all growing, developing things, since 
he himself represents, in another form, the same growth and devel
opment.

As, little by little, the embryonic ideas and sympathies expressed 
in these pages are made clear and definite by close observation 
of nature, the child’s interest is awakened and held. This is not 
because the subject matter is new, but because it gives activity and 
expression to dormant potentialities within him, which, fully devel
oped, are the foundation for the next stage of his higher growth. 
Believing this, it has been our aim to begin with the child in the 
schoolroom where he left off in the playground, utilizing the knowl
edge which he has obtained from nature.

We have provided material that has been found by experience 
to be interesting and promotive of self-expression, this latter being 
the chief object in the education of young children.

The little book has been so planned that its reading matter 
corresponds with the nature work of the year. But the child is 
naturally in sympathy with the activities of the great busy world 
around him, and so with the nature work we have interspersed 
stories of trades and occupations. That these lessons may be the 
expression of the child’s self instead of coming from without, it is 
necessary that the thought of the lesson be suggested to him, so 
that it may become his own before he engages in the actual reading 
lesson. It is earnestly hoped that the teachers who use this book
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