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Social Science
Delve into what it was like to live during the eighteenth century by reading the first-hand 
accounts of everyday people, including city dwellers and farmers, businessmen and bankers, 
artisans and merchants, artists and their patrons, politicians and their constituents. Original texts 
make the American, French, and Industrial revolutions vividly contemporary.

Medicine, Science and Technology
Medical theory and practice of the 1700s developed rapidly, as is evidenced by the extensive 
collection, which includes descriptions of diseases, their conditions, and treatments. Books on 
science and technology, agriculture, military technology, natural philosophy, even cookbooks, 
are all contained here.

Literature and Language
Western literary study flows out of eighteenth-century works by Alexander Pope, Daniel Defoe, 
Henry Fielding, Frances Burney, Denis Diderot, Johann Gottfried Herder, Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe, and others. Experience the birth of the modem novel, or compare the development of 
language using dictionaries and grammar discourses.

Religion and Philosophy
The Age of Enlightenment profoundly enriched religious and philosophical understanding and 
continues to influence present-day thinking. Works collected here include masterpieces by David 
Hume, Immanuel Kant, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau, as well as religious sermons and moral 
debates on the issues of the day, such as the slave trade. The Age of Reason saw conflict between 
Protestantism and Catholicism transformed into one between faith and logic — a debate that 
continues in the twenty-first century.

Law and Reference
This collection reveals the history of English common law and Empire law in a vastly changing 
world of British expansion. Dominating the legal field is the Commentaries o f the Law o f 
England by Sir William Blackstone, which first appeared in 1765. Reference works such as 
almanacs and catalogues continue to educate us by revealing the day-to-day workings of society.

Fine Arts
The eighteenth-century fascination with Greek and Roman antiquity followed the systematic 
excavation of the ruins at Pompeii and Herculaneum in southern Italy; and after 1750 a 
neoclassical style dominated all artistic fields. The titles here trace developments in mostly 
English-language works on painting, sculpture, architecture, music, theater, and other disciplines. 
Instructional works on musical instruments, catalogs of art objects, comic operas, and more are 
also included.
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Western literary study flows out of eighteenth-century 
works by Alexander Pope, Daniel Defoe, Henry 
Fielding, Frances Burney, Denis Diderot, Johann 
Gottfried Herder, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, and 
others. Experience the birth of the modern novel, or 
compare the development of language using 
dictionaries and grammar discourses.

Gale EttO PRINT EDITIONS
Relive history with Eighteenth Century Collections Online, now available 
in print for the independent historian and collector. This series includes 
the most significant English-language and foreign-language works 
printed in Great Britain during the eighteenth century, and is organized 
in seven different subject areas including literature and language; 
medicine, science, and technology; and religion and philosophy. The 
collection also includes thousands of important works from the Americas

The eighteenth century has been called “The Age of Enlightenment.” It 
was a period of rapid advance in print culture and publishing, in world 
exploration, and in the rapid growth of science and technology -  all of 
which had a profound impact on the political and cultural landscape. At 
the end of the century the American Revolution, French Revolution and 
Industrial Revolution, perhaps three of the most significant events in 
modern history, set in motion developments that eventually dominated 
world political, economic, and social life.

In a groundbreaking effort, Gale initiated a revolution of its own: 
digitization of epic proportions to preserve these invaluable works in the 
largest online archive of its kind. Contributions from major world libraries 
constitute over 175,000 original printed works. Scanned images of the 
actual pages, rather than transcriptions, recreate the works as they first 
appeared.

Now for the first time, these high-quality digital scans of original works 
are available via print-on-demand, making them readily accessible to 
libraries, students, independent scholars, and readers of all ages.


