


§eleel Tables.

THE THIEF AND THE DOG.

A T hief, coming to rob a certain house in the night 
was disturbed in his attempts by a fierce vigilant 
Dog, who kept barking at him continually. Upon 
which the Thief, thinking to stop his mouth, threw 
him a piece of bread : but the Dog refused it with 
indignation ; telling him, that before, he only sus
pected him to be a bad man ; but now, upon his 
offering to bribe him, he was confirmed in his opinion ; 
and that, as he was intrusted with the guardianship 
o f his master’s house, he should never cease barking 
while such a rogue is he lay lurking about it.
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Select Fables.

REFLECTION.

A  man of a moderate fortune, who is contented 
with what he has, and finds that he can live happily 
upon it, should take care not to hazard and expose 
his felicity, by consorting with the great and powerful. 
People of equal conditions may float down the 
current of life without hurting each other ; but it is 
a point of some difficulty to steer one’s course in the 
company of the great, so as to escape without a 
bulge. One would not choose to have one’s little 
country-box situated in the neighbourhood o f a very 
great m an; for whether I ignorantly trespass upon 
him, or he knowingly encroaches upon me, I only 
am like to be the sufferer. I can neither entertain, 
nor play with him, upon his own terms ; for that 
which is moderation and diversion to him, in me 
would be extravagance and ruin.

E very man carries Two Wallets, one before and one 
behind, and both full of faults. But the one before, is 
full of his neighbour’s faults ; the one behind, of his 
own. Thus it happens that men are blind to their own 
faults, but never lose sight of their neighbour’s.

THE TWO WALLETS.

68




