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To Jon, Dean, and Lauri 
in whom also dwells

the spirit oj the Chickadee
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Like the millions of generations that had preceded them, the 
Chickadees lived on a broad coastal plain which ran north and 
south, banded by clear-flowing rivers and a patchwork of green 
forests and amber meadows. On the west was the shimmering 
expanse of the sea, whose moody surface veiled the mysteries 
of its abyss, and whose horizon it seemed stretched off to the 
end of the world. On the east was the great mountain range, 
looming like a massive wall up to the clouds, from behind 
which the golden Sun-Bird winged his daily flights through the 
heavens. Home, in contrast with the forbidding heights and 
depths on either side, was a gracefully undulating plateau of 
shallow valleys and low, rolling hills.
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“The Chickadees is a most engaging parable. It provides insight and understanding 
for some of the most serious problems we face today, and in a style that is both 
warm and entertaining.”—Senator William Proxmire

I

“A delightful tale. A good story like this is worth much more than philo
sophical analysis.”— Thomas Berry, Fordham University

“With a modern allegory about one of America’s favorite birds, Conrad Hyers 
presents a morality play whose lively actors carry the reader brightly and easily 
into a happy truth that urgently needs restating.”—Carl Welty, Ornithologist

“The Chickadees has everything. It is not heavy-handed or preachy. It is 
never moralistic. And yet the classic spiritual insights of both East and West 
are affirmed in a subtle humor.”-—David L. Miller, Syracuse University

“Dr. Hyers demonstrates in this charming little fable an extraordinary talent 
for the kind of fantasy that cross-qfaestions us into a deepened awareness of 
our common burden.”—Nathan A. Scott, Jr., University of Chicago


