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T H E  F A B L E S  O F  Æ S O P .

A  Fox once saw a Crow fly off with a piece of 
cheese in its beak and settle on a branch of a 
tree. “ Tliat’8 for me，as I am a׳ Ï ox，” said Mas- 
ter Renard, and he walked up to the foot of the 
tree. “ Good-day, Mistress Crow^ he cried.

u How well you are looking to-day ) 
how glossy your feathers ; how 
bright your eye. I feel sure your 

( ?  voice m11st surpass that of other 
貪 birds, just as your figure does; let 

me hear but one song from yon 
that I may greet you as the Queen of 

Birds.״  The Crow lifted up her head and began 
to caw her best, but the moment she opened her
mouth the piece of cheese fell to the ground, only 
to be snapped up by Master Fox. “ That will 
do.״  said he, u That was all I wanted. In ex-
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the Fox could not enter the small burrow. One 
day, soon after, the devoted Rabbit saw the Fox 
in deep confabulation, and seemingly in great 
amity with the Weasel. This, he conjectured, 
boded no good to himself, as he found but too 
soon to be the case ; for presently after the 
Weasel entered his barrow, and attacked him 
witli such fury and fierceness that lie bad no 
other chance of saving his life but by flight. But 
no sooner had he darted from his burrow than he 
immediately found himself seized by the Fox, 
who, together with the Weasel, began to tear him 
in pieces, when thus the unfortunate victim of 
their arts, in his dying agonies, uttered his com- 
plaint : ״  I foresaw my doom when you two couu- 
seled together.״

THE TROOPER AND HIS HORSE.

As a Trooper was grooming his horse, he 
 noticed that one of the shoe-nails had dropped ־

out, yet he postponed for the present driving in 
another nail. Soon after he was summoned by 
sound of trumpet to join his corps, which was 
commanded to advance rapidly and charge the 
enemy. In the heat of the action the loose shoe 
fell off, his Horse became lame, stumbled, and 
threw his rider to the ground, who was immedi- 
ately slain by the enemy.




