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voices.
Sheep: "Run away quickly, everyone!”
Cows: “Watch out! Watch out!”
The cows and the sheep ran away.
Donkey: "Ah, this is fun. They’re mistaking me for a 
real lion.”
Proudly, the donkey walked around the field.
Just then, a strong gust of wind blew off the lion’s 
skin.

17 Donkey: “Oh bother!”
The donkey had gone back to his original 
appearance. He ran away as fast as he could.
Villager 1: “Good heavens! The lion’s turned into a 
donkey!”
Villager 2: “It's a donkey.”
Villager 3: “He tricked us, didn't he?”
The people became angry and chased the donkey. 
Even though he put on the skin of a strong lion, the 
donkey did not become strong. It’s wrong to trick 
people by pretending to be a strong animal.

18 The Boy Who Cried Wolf
Once upon a time there was a shepherd boy. Every
day he took his flock of sheep into the field. The boy 
liked practical jokes. One day he called out:
Boy: “There’s a wolf!”
Villagers: “Where’s the wolf?”
But there was no wolf.
Boy: “Not true, not true. It was a practical joke.”
The villagers went home angrily.
The next day, too, the boy played the same practical 
joke. The day after that, a wolf really did come.

19 Boy: "There's a wolf!”
The boy called the villagers at the top of his voice. 
Boy: “It’s a wolf! Help!"
Villagers: “He’s telling lies again.”
A wolf really had come. But the villagers didn’t 
beleive it. They didn't go to help the boy.
The wolf killed all the boy’s sheep.
You mustn't fool people by telling lies all the time.

20 The Travellers and the Bear
Two travellers were walking along a mountain road. 
Suddenly an enormous bear appeared.
Traveller 1: “Oh no! Quick, run away!"
One of the travellers climbed a tree as fast as he 
could.
Traveller 2: “Wait! Wait!”
The other traveller, failing to escape, fell to the 
ground.
Traveller 2: “That’s it. I’ll pretend to be dead."
So the traveller pretended to be dead.

21 The bear came over to the traveller.
Bear: “Good gracious, he’s pretending to be dead.” 
The bear sniffed at the traveller.
Bear: “Poor thing. I’ll spare you.”
So the bear went away as he had come, without 
doing anything.
Traveller 2: “That was scary. I’m safe.”

And so both travellers were saved.
The traveller came down from the tree.
Traveller 1: “Thank goodness we're safe."
Traveller 2: "It was a big bear, wasn't it?”
Traveller 1: “Did the bear say anything?”
Traveller 2: "Yes, he did.”
The traveller imitated the bear.
Traveller 2: "Your friend ran away on his own. 
didn’t he? He didn't help you, did he?”

22 The Greedy Dog
One day, a dog found a big lump of meat.
Dog: "That meat looks tasty. A real feast. I'll take it 
home with me.”
Holding the meat between his teeth, the dog came to 
a bridge. Then he looked down. In the water there 
was another dog.
Dog: “Good heavens, there’s a dog. He's got a big 
piece of meat between his teeth. I'll take that piece of 
meat, too.”
The dog was a very greedy dog.

23 Dog: "Woof!"
The dog barked loudly. The lump of meat fell from 
his mouth into the river.
Dog: "Oh bother!”
The dog lost both pieces of meat at once.
Dog: "My whole feast is gone. The dog in the river 
was me."
Greed turns to your own disadvantage.

24 The Hare and the Tortoise
The hare was boasting.
Hare: “I can run very fast, you know.”
Hearing this, the tortoise replied.
Tortoise: "Well, let's have a race and see."
Hare: “I'll win. I'll definitely win.”
Bird: “Have the race and see."
Hare: "Okay, then, let's have the race."
Tortoise: "We'll race to the top of that mountain over 
there."
Squirrel: “Ready, get set. go!”
Bird: “Go for it!”
The hare came to the foot of the mountain in no 
time.
Hare: “I'm alright now. I'll rest for a minute.”

25 The tortoise jogged slowly along.
Hare: “I'm alright now. I'll win."
The hare went to sleep at the foot of the mountain. 
The bird and the squirrel cheered for the tortoise. 
Bird: “Go for it, tortoise!”
Squirrel: “Go for it. tortoise!"
The tortoise ran as fast as his legs would carry him. 
Presently the hare awoke.
Hare: “Oh bother. I overslept."
By that time, the tortoise had already arrived at the 
top of the mountain.
Tortoise: "Hooray, hooray, I won.”
Whatever the circumstances, it doesn't do to be 
caught off guard.
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ANIMAL FABLES
4 The Mice in Council

Behind the ceiling, a family of mice had assembled 
and were having a discussion.
Mother mouse: "Last night the cat was out again, 
doing terrible things.”
Younger sister mouse: “I’m scared!"
Older sister mouse: “We can’t go out any more.” 
Everybody came up with different ideas.
Older brother mouse: “Let’s wear wolf masks.”
Older sister mouse: “Let’s set a mousetrap.” 
Everybody: “What shall we do. what shall we do?” 
Father mouse: “Let’s attach a bell to the cat's neck.” 
Everybody: “That’s it! Great!”
Grandfather mouse: “Well then, you go and attach 
the bell around the cat’s neck.”
Father mouse: “Eh?"
Grandfather mouse: “Words are easy, but actions are 
difficult, aren’t they?”

6 The Gratitude of the Ant
Ant: “Oh, I’m thirsty."
The ant drank some water from the pond.
Ant: “Help!”
The ant fell in the pond.
Pigeon: "Ant, quickly, grab onto this.”
The pigeon threw a leaf down from the tree. The ant 
grabbed onto the leaf and was saved.

7 Ant: “Oh, I’m saved. Thank you. pigeon."
A hunter spotted the pigeon in the wood.
Ant: “Pigeon, watch out! Fly away quickly!”
The ant bit the hunter’s foot.
Hunter: “Ouch! Ouch!”
The pigeon flew away.
Pigeon: "Thank you. ant.”
And so the ant repaid the pigeon's kindness.

8 The Lion and the Mouse
Lion: "Ah, Pm sleepy. I think I’ll have a nap."
The lion was having a nap. The mouse ran up onto 
the lion’s body. The lion opened his eyes.
Lion: "Who’s that? That tickles!"
The lion caught the mouse.
Mouse: "Pm sorry. Please forgive me. Please let me 
go. I won’t fail to repay your kindness.”
Lion: “What? A small mouse repay my kindness?" 
Laughing, the lion let the mouse go.
The next day. the lion was caught in a snare.
Lion: "Help! Help!”
Mouse: “I’ll help you, lion.”
The mouse gnawed through the rope and rescued 
the lion.
Lion: “Thank you, mouse."
Mouse: "You see, even though I am a small mouse I 
was able to repay your kindness.”
Lion: “I see. Thank you very much.”
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¡10 The Fox and the Grapes
One day, a fox was walking in the woods.
Fox: “Ah, Pm hungry.”
The fox spotted a grapevine.
Fox: “Those look tasty. I think Pll take some to eat.” 
The fox jumped up to get the grapes. But the 
grapevine was too high, and the fox could not reach 
them.
Fox: “Once more, once more."

11 The fox jumped up again and again. But he could 
not reach them. At last the fox gave up.
Fox: “Pm sure those grapes were sour. Not tasty at 
all.”
The fox was so vexed he could hardly stand it.
Fox: “Who needs sour grapes?”
The fox was a poor sport.

12 The North Wind and the Sun
The north wind and the sun were having a contest of 
strength.
North wind: “Pm stronger.”
Sun: “Pm stronger.”
Just then, a traveller came walking by.
North wind: “Perfect. Let’s try to make that traveller 
take off his clothes.”
Sun: “Right! Let’s try to make him take them off." 
North wind: “Right! I’ll start.”
The north wind blew with all his might.
Traveller: “How cold it is. What a terrible wind. I 
think I’ll put something on.”
The north wind blew again.
Traveller: "How cold it is. I’ll put on some more 
clothes."

14 Sun: “This time it's my turn.”
The sun cast its warm rays onto the traveller. 
Traveller: “What marvellous weather.”
The traveller looked up at the sun. Then he took off 
a layer of clothing. The sun continued to cast down 
its warm rays.
Traveller: “How hot it is."
The traveller was wiping away the sweat as he 
walked. Then he took off another layer of clothing.

15 At last, taking everything off, he jumped into a 
pond.
Traveller: "That feels good."
North wind: “I lost.”
Sun: “I won.”
North wind: “I lost because I blew a strong gust all 
at once.”
Sun: “I won because I cast my rays slowly .and 
gently."

16 The Donkey Who Pretended to be a Lion
A donkey put on a lion’s skin and went for a walk in 
a field.
Villager 1: “Oh no!”
Villager 2: “There’s a lion!”
The people ran away, screaming at the tops of their
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