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L ira  o:
The life  aad History of JEaop k  in

volved, like that of Homer, the most famous 
of Greek poet®, in much obscurity. Sordid 
the capita} of Lydia; Samos, a Greek 
island; Mesembria, an ancient colony m  
Thrace ; and Cotiaeum, the chief city of a 
province of Phrygia, contend for the dis
tinction of being the birthplace of JEsop. 
Although the honor thus claimed cannot 
be definitely assigned to any one of these 
places, yet there are a few incidents now 
generally accepted by scholars as estab
lished facts, relating to the birth, life, and 
death of -Æeop. Ho k, by an almost uni
versal consent, allowed to have been bom 
about the year 610 no., and to have been 
bp birth a slave. He was owned by two 
masters in moo&sda*, both inhabitants of 
Samos, Xanthus and Jadmon, the latter of 
whom gavo him hk liberty as a reward 
for his looming and wit. One of the 
privileges of a fraedman in the ancient 
republics of Greece was the permission to 
take an active interest in public affairs; 
and Æsop, like the philosophera Phædo, 
Menippus, and Epictetus, in later times, 
raised himself from the indignity of a 
servile condition to a position of high 
renown. In his desire alike to instruct 
and to be instructed, he travelled through 
many countries, and among others earn* to 
Sardis, the capital of the famous kiug of 
Lydia, the great patron m  that day, of 
learning and of learned men. He met at

? ÆSOP.
the court of Croesus with Solon, Thales, 
and other sages, and is related ao to have 
pleased his royal master, by the part he 
took in the conversations held with these 
philosophers, that he applied to him an 
expression which has knee passed into a 
proverb, “pàXkov © $pvg”— 44The Phrygian 
has spoken better than aILw

On the invitation of Croesus he fixed his 
residence at Sardis, and was employed by 
that monarch in various difficult and 
delicate affairs of state. In Ms discharge 
of them  commissions he visited the different 
petty republics of Greece. A t one time 
he is found in Corinth, and at another in 
Athens  ̂ endeavoring, by the narration of 
some of his wise fables, to reconcile the 
inhabitants of those cities to the adminis
tration of their respective rubra, Pariander 
and Pisistratus. One of these ambas
sadorial missions, undertaken at the com
mand of Croesus, was the oeearioa of hk 
death. Having been sent te> Delphi with 
a large sum of gold for distribution among 
the citizens, he was so provoked at their 
covetousness that he refused to divide the 
money, and sent it back to his master.. 
The Delphians, enraged at this treatment, 
accused him of impiety, and, in spite of 
hk aaered. character as ambassador, ex
ecuted him as a publie criminal This 
cruel death of Æsop was not unavenged. 
The citizens of Delphi were visited with a 
series of calamities, until they made a



ÆSOP’S FABLES.

The Fox and the Hedgehog.

kid not to open it to any one who couid 
not give this pass-word: “ Beware of the 
W olf and all his race.” A  W olf happened 
to be passing, and overheard what the old 
Goat said. When she was gone, he went 

!to the door, and, knocking, said: “ Beware

A  Fox, while crossing over a river, was 
driven by the stream into a narrow gorge, 
anu lay the, c for * long time unable to get 
out, covered with myriads of horse-flies that 
had fastened themselves upon him. A 
Hedgehog, who was wandering in that db 
xection, saw him, and taking compassion on 
him, asked him if he should drive away 
me nies that were so tormenting him. But 
the Fox begged him to do nothing of the 
sort. “ W hy not V  asked the Hedgehog. 
« Because,” replied the Fox, “ these flies 
that are upon me now are already full, and 
draw but little blood, but should you re
move them, a swarm of fresh and hungry 
mes will come, who will not leave a drop

blood, in my body.”
When we throw off* rulers or dependents, 

who have already made the most of us, we 
4o but, for the most part, lay ourselves 
open to others, who will make us bleed vet 
more freely.

of the Wolf and all his race.” But the Kid, 
peeping through a crack, said: “ Show me 
a white paw and 1 will open the door.’ A# 
the W olf could not do this, he had to de
part, no better than he came.

Two sureties are better than one.

The Camel and the Travelers.
Two Travelers on a desert saw a Camel 

in the distance, and were greatly frighten
ed at his huge appearance, thinking it to 
be some huge monster. While they hid 
behind some low shrubs, the animal came 

s nearer, and they discovered that it was only
Sa harmless Camel which had excited their
1i fears.

Distance exaggerates dangers.

The Wolf, the Goat and the Kid.
As an old Goat was going forth to pasture, 

siie carefully latched her door, and bid her |


