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At evening, when the lamp is lit, 
Around the fire my parents sit;
They sit at home and talk and sing, 
And do not play at anything.

Now, with my little gun, I crawl 
All in the dark along the wall,
And follow round the forest track 
Away behind the sofa back.
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1952. It is on an uninhabited island called San Benedicto, 
780 miles south of San Diego, California, in the Pacific 
Ocean. In six weeks the cone built up to a height of 1,050 
feet above sea level.

But the first volcano to be ^bom״  right on the Western 
Hemisphere since 1847 shot up without warning in the 
middle of a cornfield in Mexico on February 20, 1943. It 
destroyed seven villages and every living plant within an 
area of 100 square miles. During the first eight years of its 
existence, it poured out more than a billion tons of lava 
over the countryside. The name of this new volcano is 
Paricûtin. Scientists consider it a very valuable “ laboratory” 
because it is the first volcano they have been able to study 
since the very day of its birth.

There is a dry lake bed in the Panamint Mountains near 
Death Valley, California, which has geologists puzzled. On 
this lake bed are huge boulders, some of which weigh as 
much as 500 pounds. Paths across the dry mud clearly show 
that these enormous stones move from one place to an- 
other. But there are no tracks of auto tires，horses’ hoofs or 
any other means of pulling these stones. W hat makes them 
move?

Scientists admit they do not know. No human being is 
known actually to have seen the stones move. It is believed 
that the stones may skate over the dry earth when the lake 
bed tips back and forth. Or when the bed becomes slippery 
with rain and mud, strong winds may push the heavy stones 
as if they were sailboats. But until more is known about the 
forces that move these huge boulders, they will remain a 
scientific mystery.
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