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It seems highly unlikely that 
Aesop’s Fables were actually written by Aesop; indeed, some scholars 
believe that Aesop never lived. Tradition has it that he was a Phrygian 
slave who lived from about 620 to 560 B.C., but little is known about 
his life. If Aesop did indeed exist, his role was probably more that of a 
collector of ancient folk tales than that of an author (much like the 
Brothers Grimm, who centuries later compiled stories from their native 
Germany), since some of the Fahies have been found on Egyptian 
papyri that can be dated to a thousand years before Aesop’s time. In any 
case, the Fahies were at first told and handed down orally, but a prose 
version of Tales of Aesop was put into writing by Demetrius of 
Phalerum (c. 350-283 B.C.), and some that were versified by Babrius in 
the second century B.C. form the earliest surviving collection. The 
Greek tales were widely popular in the ancient world; many Greek 
compilations and Latin translations were made, both in prose and verse, 
and fleshed out by the addition of tales from Oriental and other ancient 
cultures. This compilation became known as Aesop’s Fables and was 
passed on to Western civilization in the fourteenth century A.D. by 
means of a prose version compiled by Maximus Planudes, a Byzantine 
scholar. Most European fables can be traced to these succinct stories, 
and the very concept of talking, rational animals, which permeate 
children’s books and cartoons in Western culture, was likewise inspired 
by the same source. Aesop’s Fables have remained alive through 
numerous translations and artistic interpretations, with each new hand 
fashioning a fresh viewpoint for new generations. But the principal 
reason Aesop’s Fahies have endured is a simple one: The themes, 
lessons, and morals are universal, illustrating vices and foibles that are 
as commonplace today as they were in the classical world.

Aesop’s Fables
Classics Illustrated #26

Wade Roberts, Editorial Director Kurt Goldzung, Creative Director
Mike McCormick, Art Director Byron Erickson, Editor

PRINTING HISTORY
1st edition published June 1991

Copyright © 1991 by First Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this 
book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by information storage 
and retrieval system, without express written permission from the publisher.

For information, address: First Publishing, Inc., 435 North LaSalle St., 
Chicago, Illinois 60610.

ISBN 0-915419-73-4

TRADEMARK NOTICE: Classics Illustrated® is a registered trademark of 
Frawley Corporation. The Classics Illustrated logo is a trademark of First 
Publishing, Inc. “First Publishing” and the stylized “IF’ are trademarks 
belonging to First Publishing, Inc.

Printed in the United States of America 
1234567890


