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PREFACE.

The following pages contain a full translation of the Greek 
and Latin edition of Æsops’ s Fables, pablished at Amsterdam. 

Holland, in the year 1659. The illustrations are from the 
hands of Carl YonSichem, a celebrated engraver who flourished 

in the seventeenth century, and is well known to students of 

art throughout the world.
The histoj-y of Æsop is involved in great obscurity, and 

as we do not wish to involve it in a greater, we forbear say

ing anything about him farther than he was supposed to 
have been born, and that his birth took place about the year 

620, B. C.; that he was a slave; that he was given his liberty 
as a reward for his wit; that he associated with Croesus, 

Solon and other philosophers, and that being sent as an am
bassador to Delphi, he was executed by the citizens of that 
place. Whatever his origin or condition,' how or where 

he lived— or still further, whether he ever existed at all— 
are questions, the settlement of which will not add one title 
to the renown of the Fables attributed to him, which are 
read by all, and will continue to be till the end of time.



T k e m o n t  H o u s e , C h ic a g o , November 4, 1887. 
Halford Sauce Company, Boston:

There could not be made a better sauce than Halford’ s. 
We use it all the time. It ought to be on every table in every 
household in the land. Yours respectful ly,

JOHN A. RICE.

AN OLD TESTiflONIAL.
It is possible that in all the world there is no finer 

Restaurant than that of the Parker House, Boston. The 
certificate which we will give the opinion of the Proprietors 
and Guests of the far-famed Hotel.

P A R K E R  H O U S E , B O S T O N  
We have in constant use the Halford Leices

tershire ' Table Sauce, and it has given such satis
faction to the guests o f our house that our orders fo r  
it have been larger than f o r  all other kinds o f  
Sauce combined.

H  D. P A R K E R  &  CO.,



THE BOASTER.

A  Man  who had travelled much, on his return to his native 

land boasted of many wonderful things he had performed 
during his absence. He said that while he was in Rhodes he

j leaped a distance that no other person could equal, and that 

citizens o f Rhodes stood ready to prove it. “ Now, n.y
I .
I good fellow,” said a bystander, “ if all this be true, suppose

i this to be Rhodes. Now for your leap.”
{ ’ '•'* •

Moral.—Words without deeds are vain.

____



THE F A B L E S  O F  Æ SOP.

. THE FOX AND THE MASK.

A  Fox entering the apartments o f  a costumer, found 
upon the floor a Mask, which was admirable in its imitation 
o f a human head. Taking it up in his paws and observing 
it carefully, he said, “  Oh ! what a beautiful head ! but it has 
no brains.”

M o r a l .—So among men, however handsome the person, 
it is worthless without mind.

Whenever you want to enjoy soup put into a plate o f it, a tablespoon, 
ful o f Halford Sauce if  you can possibly get it. The same thing holds 
good (try it once and be satisfied) o f fish of all descriptions and o f  meats.



s  THE F A B L E S  OF Æ S O P .

THE SOW AND THE DOG.

A Sow and Dog one day disputing at out their produc
tiveness, the Dog declared that he was the most proiific o f  
all footed animals. To this the Sow replied, “  Yes, but when 
you say this, you must remember that you * whelps are born 
blind.”

Moral.—Things must be judged not by t ie rapidity but by 
the perfection o f their production.

“  I have been accustomed, “  said a gentleman, to t ie  use o f vinegar and 
mustard and pepper, and have only recently understi >od how largely these 
were adultered. I now use the Halford Sauce which I know is better and 
safer than all the rest.”



r

THE OLD MAN AND DEATH.

A n old man, employed in carrying fagots to a city for 

sale, being wearied with his long journey, sat down by the 
wayside and besought “ Death” to come. “ Death” at once 
answered the old man’s summons, and asked him why he 
had thus called him. “ That, lifting up the load, you may 
help place it on my shoulders again,” was the old man’s 
reply.

Moral.—-Every man clings to lile, however poor or un
happy he may be. ,

Halford Leicestershire Table Sauce. * *



10 THE F A B L E S  OF Æ SOP.

THE ASS IN THE LION’S SKIN.

An Ass dressed in a Lion’s skin was amusing himself 
ranging about and terrifying other animals, when he hap
pened upon a Fox and endeavored to frighten her, but she 
by chance having heard his voice before, said, “  I too should 

! have feared you had I not been acquainted with your bray,” 
M o r a l .—Pretentious persons who, to those who do not 

know them, appear to be something, seldom fail to betray 
themselves by their own words.

A Physician says, “  Halford Sauce is of service to dyspeptic people 
and is healthy and appetizing to people of all ages”



TH E F A B L E S  OF Æ S O P . 11

THE BIRD-CATCHER AND THE VIPER.

■

A  B ir d -c a t c h e r  seeing a thrush sitting upon a tree, and 
wishing to capture it, prepared his net and watched his 
opportunity, having his thoughts directed intently upon his 
object. Unawares, he trod upon a Viper that lay asleep in 
the grass. The Viper stung him, when he, falling into a 
swoon, said to himself, “ W o is me! while I purposed to kill 
another, I myself have fallen into the snare o f  death.”

M o r a l .—Men often unawares fall into the snare they lay 
for others.

H alfo rd  Leicestershire T able Sauce. 14 makCb„SciÔÜ8.d more



12 THE F A B L E S  OF Æ S O F .

THE THIEF AND HIS MOTHER.

A Boy stole a book from a schoolmate, and took it home 
to his Mother. This was his first theft, but under his mother's 
commendation he continued to pilfer till he reached man’s 
estate, when, at last, he was taken in the act, and led away to 
public execution. His Mother followed, tearing her hair in 
sorrow, whereon the young man said, “ I wish to say some
thing to my Mother in her ear.”  She approached him, when, 
seizing her ear in his teeth, he bit it off. Upbraiding him for 
his unnatural act, he replied, “ Ah, if you had corrected me 
when I first stole the school-book, I should not have come to 
this disgraceful end.”

Moral.—Those whose vices are not corrected in youth 
afterwards suffer greater calamities.



THE WOMAN AND HER HEN.

A country woman had a Hen that laid an egg evéry day. 
Thinking that sh^ might be made to produce two instead o f 
one, she determined to give the Hen a double allowance o f  
food. From that cause the Hen became fat and never again 
laid another egg.

Moral.—Those who, from avarice, wish for more than 
they possess, often lose what they already have.

A  Gentleman says, “  I thought the taste for the Halford must be ac
quired, as for tomatoes, but I found out at the first trial that tomatoes were 
better by use o f  the Sauce.*

t



14 T H E  F A B L È S  O F  Æ S O P .
1

THE HEN WITH GOLDEN EGGS.

A  certain Hen was in the habit of laying a golden egg 
every day. Her owner, thinking that she must contain a 
great lump o f gold, cut her throat in order to get it. On 
opening her body, it was found that the Hen was like all oth
er hens, and the simple owner, thus hoping to become sud
denly rich, was deprived o f the gain of whi.ch she had been 

daily assured.
Moral.—Many people strive to grow rich suddenly, and 

missing their aim, lose all they possess.



THE CAT AND THE MICE.
A  Cat , no longer able to procure Mice to devour, hit upon 

i a plan to tempt them from their holes in the ceilings. She j 
| suspended herself b j  the hind legs from a ring in the wall and j 

pretended that she was dead. One o f the Mice perceiving 
; this, said, “ Ah, madaip, even though you turn into a-barley-.
! bag, we will not come near you.”
j M o r a l .—The prudent cease to put confidence in those who
! have onced deceived them.
Ii -------------------
'j The Halford Table Sauce is a relish, and makes a g ra v y , and is a.great 
) deal more proper to he eaten than mixed pepper or cheap relishes of any 
) kind.

L



16 THE F A B L E S  O F  Æ  SOP.

THE FOX AND THE GOAT.

A  F ox having fallen into a well could find no means o f  es
cape, when a Goat coming to quench his thirst, and seeing the 
Fox, asked him if the water was good. The Fox replied that 
it was excellent and advised him to descend. The Goat 
jumped down, when the Fox informed him o f the sad fix they 
both were in, and suggested a way o f  escape for them both. 
“ If you will place your fore feet against tire wall, and incline 
your head, I  will run up your back ahd then help you out. 
The Goat assented to this, and the Fox, reaching the top o f  
the well scampered off as fast as he could. The Goat re
proached him for his want o f  honesty, when he turned around 
and cried out, ‘ ‘You old dunce, if  you had as many brains as 
you have hairs in your beard you never would have gone down 
before examining the way back.”

M o r a l .—It is always best to look before you leap.



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------.
TH E F A B L E S  OF Æ S O F . IT

A T ortoise, anxious to see the world, asked an Eagle to 

teach him to fly, and offered him a reward if he would do so. 

Taking the Tortoise in his talons the Eagle mounted even to 

the clouds, where, relinquished his hold, the. Tortoise fell to 

the earth and was dashed to pieces.

M o r a l .—If men possessed all they desire they would be 
ruined. ______ __

The Halford Leicestershier Sauce is capital for dyspeptics. It gives the 
proper tone, and acts better than any recommended stimulant.



THE WOMAN AND HER MAIDS.

A W idow had two Maids, whom she was in the habit of 

waking at cockcrow in tne morning. Aggrieved by such a 

course, the Maids resolved to kill the cock, but when they 

had done so, their mistress, no longer hearing the time from 

the crow of the cock, woke them up to their work in the mid

dle of the night.

Moral.—The plans o f most men are causes of evil to 
them.



THE F A B L E S  OF Æ S O P . 19

THE HEN AND THE SW ALLOW .

A  motherly old Hen brooded the eggs o f a viper and 
nourished them into life. A Swallow, seeing what she had 
done, said, “ You silly old granny; don’t you know that 

these vipers you have hatched will, when grown, inflict injury 

not only on you but on every one?”

M o r a l .—Wrong is not to be countenanced, though it may 

be dictated by good intentions.

H alfo rd  L eicestersh ire  T able  Sauce. Epicures acknowledge its 
fineness of flavor*



20 T H E  F A B L E S  O F  Æ S O P .

A  L ion, an Ass, and a Fox agreed to assist one another 
in hunting. On returning from the chase the Lion requested 
the Ass to give to each that portion which was his due, and 
the Ass divided the spoil into three equal parts. Bursting 
into a rage the Lion devoured the Ass and then asked the 
Fox to make a division. This the Fox did, placing all the 
three had killed in a large heap, reserving to himself the 
smallest morsel. “ Who taught you this excellent art o f  
division ?” said the Lion. “ I learned it from the Ass,” re
plied the Fox.

M o r a l .—Happy are those who learn from the misfortunes 
o f others.

■

_



T H E F A B L E S  OF Æ S O P .

THE LION AND THE BEAR.

A  L ion and a Bear for a long time fought for the possession 
o f  a kid that had fallen between them, and faint from the 
combat laydown exhausted. A  Fox who had from a distance 
witnessed the fight, seeing them thus situated, seized the kid 
and scampered off" with it. The Lion and Bear saw him, but 
being unable to rise, on account o f  the wounds they had given 
each other, cried out. “ How miserable we are, that we should 
thus fight for a fox !”

Moral —Often one man has all the toil and another 
thé profit.

all



THE SICK RAVEN.

A  Crow being sick unto death, said to its mother, “ Pray 

to God for my safety and do not mourn.” The mother Crow 

answering said, “ Who o f the gods, O son! will pity you, 

for what flesh have you not devoured ?”



TH E F A B L E S  OF Æ S O P .

THE FOX AND THE LION.

A  Fox who had never seen a Lion, by chance fell in with 
one and was nearly frightened out o f his life. On meeting 
him a second time he felt some fear, but on seeing him a third 
time he approached him and commenced a conversation.

Moral.—Familiarity generally softens prejudices

H alford  T ab le  Sauce is exactly the things It is not too hot] it 
is not sweetf it has not an unpleasant Jlavor i it does not contain drug’s f 
bnt it is very healthy, and it is very cheap



THE F A B L E S  OF AESOP.

THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DOCTOR.

A it Old Woman having lost the use o f her eyes, bargained 
with a Doctor that if he should cure her she would pay him a 
handsome reward ; if not she would give him nothing. From 
time to time the Doctor visited his patient and applied his 
salve to her eyes, and each time on leaving her house he took 
away or rather stole some article o f  her property. When he 
had cured her he had stolen all her effects, and the Old 
Woman being unable to see any o f  her goods, refused to pav 
him. Summoned before the court the Old Woman stood up 
and said, “  He declares that I am healed ; on the contrary, I 
say that I am still blind, for at the time I became blind, my j 
house was well filled with chattels and goods. Yet now I am 
unable to see a single article in it.”

M o r a l .—Depraved men do not see that by their actions 
they bring an argument against themselves.

24



Tw o Thieves broke into a house, but found therein nothing 
else than a Cock, whom they carried off. Reaching their 
home they killed the Cock, he crying out before his death,
“  Spare me ! for I am of use to men. I wake them in the 
night to their work.” “ That is the real reason why we 
destroy you,” they replied; “ for when yon arouse your 
neighbors, you put an end to our business.”

Mo *al— '1 he protectors of virtue are obnoxious to evil
doers.

----- • ---------------*----------------- _____



26 THE F A B L E S  OF Æ S O P .

A  Farmer at the point o f death called to his bedside his 
two sons and said, “  My sons, there is a great treasure lying 
hidden in one o f my vineyards,” thuv. oping to secure the 
same attention to his farm from his sons that he had given to 
it. The sons, after the burial o f their father, took their farm- 
ing tools and upturned every portion o f the land, but found 
no treasure. The vines, however, repaid all they had done 
with an extraordinary crop.

Moral.—The treasury of man is labor.

A FARMER AND HIS SONS.



THE F A B L E S  OF Æ S O P .

A  Man , weather-bound in his country home, was obliged 
to kill his sheep and his goats and his pigs, to keep his 
family from starving. The storm continuing he was com
pelled to kill his working oxen, which his Dogs observing, 
took counsel among themselves and said, “  We must be off, 
for if he spares not his oxen who work for him, what can we 
expect ?”

Moral.—He is to be shunned who does not spare his own.



28 THE F A B L E S  OF Æ S O P .

THE FOX WHO HAD LO ST HIS TAIL.

A  F ox having his tail caught in a trap lost it. Feeling 
that his loss would bring him into ridicule, he assembled a 
number o f  Foxes and publicly advised them to have their tails 
cut off, saying that they would not only appear better, but 
that they would get rid o f a great weight and inconvenience. 
One o f  them, interrupting him, said, “ If you had not lost 
your tail, you would not thus counsel us.”

Moral;—The advice o f bad men is not dictated by kind
ness, but by their own interest*



M e r c u r y , wishing to know the world’s opinion o f him- 
assumed the form o f a man, and visited the home o f a Sculp
tor. Seeing the statues o f Jupiter and Juno, he asked the 
Sculptor for what sum he would cut them. The price being, 
named, he pointed to a figure o f  himself, and said, “ You cer
tainly ask more for this.”  “ Well,” replied the Sculptor, “ if 
you buy these two, I will through that into the bargain.”

M o r a l .—Self-glorification is o f little value.

M ERCURY AND THE SCULPTOR.



THE F A B L E S  OF Æ S O P .

THE W OLF AND THE CRANE.

A W olf, having a bone in his throat, hired a Crane, 
for a large reward, to put her head into his throat and 
draw out the bone. When the Crane had done what she had 
promised, and asked for payment, the Wolf, grinning ard 
grinding his teeth, exclaimed, “ W hy! you have already 
been paid. I permitted you to draw your head out of my 
mouth without biting it off, as I might have done, had I 
chosen.”

M o r a l .—When you serve the wicked, expect no reward, 
and be thankful if you escape injury for your pains.

1



T H E  F A B L E S  O F  Æ SOP. 31

THE WOMAN AND THE W OLF.

A  W olf one morning prowling around in gearch o f food, 
as he passed a hut in the woods heard a woman say to a child, j 
“ Be quiet, or I will give you to Wolf, and he shall eat you.’> 
The W olf waited all day, and in the evening heard the same 
woman fondling the child, and saying, “ He is quiet now, and 
if the W olf comes we will kill him.” The W olf returned to 
his den, wher. the she wolf asked him why he had returned 
without his us jal prey. ‘ ‘Why i because I took a Woman at 
her word.’

Moral.—The moral is apparent



THE YOUTHS AND TH E COOK.

Two young men visited a Cook, and while he was en
gaged over the fire one o f stole a piece o f  tripe and hid it 
in the bosom o f the other. The Cook asking for the meat, 
the one who had taken it swore that he did not have it, and 
the one who had it swore he did not take it. The Cook 
seeing through their dishonesty, said, “ Though you may 
deceive me, you will not deceive your God.”

Moral.—A lthough men may escape human judgment, it



Superior to Catsup,

CO N V IN CE vr> iT i>ccT F  -

Y O U R  G R O C E R  H AS IT, O R CAN E A S IL Y  G E T  IT  

F O R  YOU.

In regard to Halford Tomato and Table Sauce, I am pleased 
to give this testimonial. I think better and better of that which 
I began thinking well of.

M rs . L. E. VO SE,
Lowe Hall Matron, Cushing Academy, 

Ashburnham, Mass.




