


,They tied the ass ŝ legs to a stout pole which they shouldefed.
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THE MILLER ,HIS SON
AND THEIR ASS

A MILLER and his son were driving their ass to a 
neighbouring fair to sell him.

They had not gone far, when they met a troop of
girls returning from 
the town, talking and 
laughing.

‘‘ Look there ! ’’ 
cried one of them, 
pointing to the Miller 
and his son. “ Did 
you ever see such fools, 
to be trudging along 
the road on foot, when 
they might be riding 
on the ass? ”

Now， the Miller’s 
one fault was that he 
took every one’s advice• 

So when he heard this, he said, “ Son, you might as 
well ride on the ass and save your legs•’’

“ Very well，father， ’’ agreed the son. He got on the 
back of the ass and the Miller walked by his side,•feeling 
very pleased, that he had acted on the advice he had 
heard.

Presently they came to a group of old men, who



and kept still, and at 
length the bear, sup- 
posing him to be dead, 
walked slowly away.

When Bruin was 
well out of sight the 
first traveller came 
down from his tree 
and asked what it was 
that the bear had said 
to him. ‘‘ For， ” said 
he, “ I observed that 
he put his mouth very 
close to your ear• ’ ’

“ Why, ” replied the other, “ it was no great secret. 
He only advised me not to keep company with those 
who, when they get 
into difficulty, leave 
their friends in the 
lurch. ”

MORAL : Misfortune tests 
the sincerity o f friends.
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