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JE SOP’S FABLES.

THE APPLICATION.
Some people are so vain and self-conceited, that they will 

run themselves into a thousand inconveniencies, rather than 
be thought to want assistance in any one respect. Now there 
are many little helps and accommodations in life, which they 
who launch out into the wide ocean of the world ought to make 
use of as supporters to raise and buoy them מוי, till they are 
grown strong in the knowledge of men, and sufficiently versed 
in business, to stem the tide by themselves. Yet many, like 
the child in the fable, through an affectation of being thought 
able and experienced, undertake affairs which are too big for 
them, and venture out of their depth, before they find their 
own weakness and inability.

Few are above being advised; nor are we ever too old to 
learn any thing which we may be the better for. But young 
men, above alt, should not disdain to open their eyes to exam- 
pie, and their ears to admonition. They should not be asham- 
ed to furnish themselves with rules for their behaviour in the 
world. However mean it may seem to use such helps, yet it is 
really dangerous to be without them. As a man who is lame 
with the gout, had better draw the observation of the people 
upon him, by walking with a crutch, than expose himself to 
their ridicule, by tumbling down in the dirt. It is as unnatural 
to see a young man throw himself out into conversation with 
an assuming air, upon a subject of which he knows nothing, as 
for a child of three months old to he left to go without its lead- 
ing-strings; they are equally shocking and painful to the spec- 
tutor. Let them have hut patience till time and experience 
strengthen the mind of the one and the limbs of the other, and 
they may both make such excursions as may not be disagreeable 
.or offensive to the eyes of the beholder.

 And here it may not be improper to say something by way ן
of application to the whole. It is not expected that they who 
are versed and hackneyed in the paths of life, should trouble 
themselves to pursue these little loose sketches of morality; 
such may do well enough without them. They are written for 
the benefit of the young, and unexperienced; if they do but 
relish the contents of this book, so as to think it worth reading 
over two or three times, it will have attained its end; and should 
it meet with such a reception, the several authors originally 
concerned in these fables, and the present compiler of the 
whole, may be allowed, not altogether to have misapplied their 
time, in preparing such a collation for their entertainment.
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