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Ronald R. \ 'all mer

In tbe Full. /990. issue
ofthe Creighton Law
yer. thefirssforty

yl'tJrsof,he lift' of
1\itliam S(ernMfJ were
Ol/Ilined. I tolJ the .uory
ofter " \';el1'ing tbe
"StemM'):Pu,.,.-rs. :' the
personal papersandfites
(l/U'illiam Slt'rnherg.
which had been donated
10 the Crt'i,,,/l1lJll Law
LJhrary.

I" rhis cone/wlillg installment ofthe lift'of lrilliam
Stemrerg. I have relied almmr rxf!lIsil'ely on /he
Slfrnher~ PIJ/If.'TJ . AI/m/tlfdl.\'. thisoppro/J/"h has its ad
\ 'UlllagfJ and ns .dlOrtn miings. TIll' papers reveala side
of Wilfium Stemberg ,hut his students nevers" It' - his
personaljo.n 1//11/ trage'clies. The papers clo nol ('om't'J
fhl' 11t,(,pH'gan/ 1I1111hi.~h 1'.\(1'('111 that he 11'115 held in hy
his students.l am gralejil/fiJr t},OJ(, former studaus who
havewritten to me to share till';' "fond memories" of a
pro[essor" 'hml' fOfl~ Il'flllTe til (n'i~ht(m w(n "marked
hy"n'e/l()' , dedication. and "i~lIify in ~n'at('l" ml'asurC'
thanallY mila proji'.uor / ha\'{' COlIIl ' (1('/"0,1',1' ,"

Eventllollgll I lIf'I'('r mel him, I fed that l have come
to lll(JII' William Slc'mhc'rg (H wett as (lnyol/e collld, given
til t' present cin. 'tl/ll.~flllll'( '.\ . A,I' I III1I'C' continued to 0 0/1(
inc (///(lsllI(ly Sfl',."lwrg, I (1111 stilt awed fly rflt' richness
11/111 dt'pth ofthis mllf/ 'S Ii/e , I r has been (I fuscinating 01/11
humbling experiencefor mc' to reud hispersonal11/em·
oin . I 11011t' Illat l run do justice 10 the spirit and soul of a
111(111 wnose life .Ityl(' und character evidence /1It' Meals
that (reiKllton University strives to promote.

Til . - (; l OR' n \ , x-

1920-1940
A reading of the Sternberg P3PCr.> justifies the descrip

lionof Sternberg-, midd le-aged year.> (ages40 through
00)as the"gloryday..·•of his life. maned 1:1)" events of
great jo)' and personal fulfillment. Nothing in the

Sternberg Papers menliolh the cateclysrnof the Great
Depression: it was as though the event never touched his
life. To read hi" account of it. his personal and profes-
..ional liveswent very wellduringIhis period. a periodof
enormoe-, productivity lin a profe-oioeal sense) and quiet
contentment (in a family sen-.e ),

The file folder labeled" 192G- 19Z5" reveals the ..ocial
lifeof William Sternberg: there i..nothing pertaining to
Sternberg. theCreighton law profl"'i"l:)(". Certain facets of
Sternberg", lifeduring this periodaredescribed in detail
in his diary. The dial)' emrie.. (OCU\ on the periodof 1923

"I like my work as professorof

lawvery much better than the

praoice and the days passed by

quietly and peacefully."

to 1926, l l lCSternberg Pape rsand diary provide intimate
details of a w ry ..ignificant ponion of Sternberg's life.
from 1920 to 1926, These derails deserve a closer look,

1920-1923PROFESSOR 8Y IIAY,
HO\ VIVANT H" ~IGIIT

At theconclu..ionof Pan I. it wasnoted thai in 1919,
Sternberg 's mother passed all..a)'. Sternberg\ favorite ..i'i·
ter. Lissie. came to Omaha 10 live and they "started
housekeeping together at 3J08 Webster Street" in May of
1919. In the summer of 1919. Sternberg madehis fin-t
vi..it 10 ~ew Y<rl City. The vacation laved overa month.
Sternberg 's diarypicks up the "101)':

In the following ..pring. in March 1910. 1sev
ered my connection ....nh Craneand Boucher, and
quit the practice of 13\l,- and accepted a po..ition OIl

the lawfacultyof Creighton University.
On May 5, 1920.l.i",ie wa..married to Joe

J



Scflinand we three lived together. I like my work
as professor of law very much betterthan the prac
lice and the days passed byquietlyand peacefully
until the summer of 1923. That was when I took
my trip to Europe.

The studious and serious student of the law no doubt
spent his quiet and peaceful days working diligently
preparing his classes. grading exams. and doing the other
activities customarily engaged in by full-time professors
of law. BUI theSter nberg Papers reveal that during this
period Sternberg was also engaged in a number of social
activities. Clearly this man was more than the proverbial
bookworm.

As will be recalled from the prev ious installment,
William Sternberg was very active in the German
American societies that existed in Omaha prior to World

T hegatherings of Sternberg 's" ,

friendsweremarked bymirth,

conviviality, and adesire to partake

of what are referred today as

"adult beverages."

War I. The first world war evidently caused these soci
cries 10 lower their collective profiles due to the anti
German sentiment that pervaded the country during and
after the first world war. Those persons who had been ac
tive in these societies apparently continued to meet on a
social basis. William Sternberg was a member of a group
of German-Americans who met regularly on a social
basis. Approximately twelve to fifteen members of this
groupenjoyed fellowship ut parties hosted by one of the
members. In Aprilof 1921 . to celebrate his 41st birthday.
Sternberg sent out a rhymed invitation to his friends for a
birthday party to be held on "seventeenth andCass."
along with a pre-addressed post card for replying to the
invitation. The Sternberg file contains thirteen of the
replies. most of which arc mirthful and rhymed and exu
hera/It in their praiseof the invitation.There is nodoubt
that this event was vel)' important for Sternberg and that
for many years thereafter, he treasured the memories of
thatgala gathering.

At the timeof these social gatherings, the Prohibition
Era was in full swing.Thegatheringsof Sternberg's
friends were marked hy mirth, conviviality. and a desire
to partake of what are referred today as"adult bever
ages." ln the fall of 1921,Sternberg received an invita
tion to a gathering at the home of EA. Sedlacek. The
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postcard invitationnotedthe"Theme"of the gathering as
"Spiritual values!" A hand-written note indicates that
Sternberg had this to sayat the event:

I strongly suspect that the theme of spiritual val
ues as stated in the invitation had a double mean
ing. 1t may of course have referredto those things
of the mindandsoul that have a value forevery
person of cultureand refinement. Andagain it may
be a play on the word spiritus.meant to recall vi
sions of a glisteningamber-colored liquid with
power to cheer andexalt like the nectar of the
Olympians.Taken in this latter sense, I must em
phatically say that our worthy host has given us a
wonderful demonstration of spiritual values. In
these benighteddays when we have lost so many
things that were of value 10 us in former times. it is
a great comfort to know that we have right in the
centre of our circleof intimate friendship a highly
esteemed member who possesses science and skill
in the manufactureof spiri tual values.

In remarks at a social gatheringa year and a half later,
Sternberg recalled an incident that occurred at the
Sedlacek home in the fal l of 1921:

We were hav ingone ofour unforgettable
evenings in Dr. Sedlacek's own home. It was on
Oct.8. 1921,and we had with us a few of what
philosopher Haubcns in his playfully humorous
way called "foreigners." Arthur Mullen was mak
ing a speech. Now Arthur Mullen is a man of no
small ability. a manof very extensive readingand
very broad knowledge. but perhaps not a man of
classical learningor scholarship. That evening in
pan of his speech he was sayingsomethingabout
wine. that wine reveals the truth or something al
most to that effect but he did not know just what
the dictum was andcould not give it. So Dr.
Sedlacek. seeing his hesitation. drew upon his own
fundofclassical learning und furnishedthe quota
tion. ill vino veruas. andArthur Mullencould go
on with his speech.

One cannot read Sternberg'5account of this without
sensing that Sternberg was chuckling inwardly at the
irony of the wisdom of the phrase andthetimingof Dr.
Sedlacek's assistance. One of Sternberg's most delightful
pieces of satire. composedduring the time period .
touchedon the subject of Prohibition. It is reprintedsepa
rately for your readingenjoyment.

The SternbergPapers are filled with other remcrn
brances of the social gatherings of 1922 and early 1923.
The invitation to a gathering hosted by Henry Haubcns in
Februaryof 1922 referred to an agenda consistingof " I.
Metaphysics with trimmings" and"2. Other things." In
March (If 1923. Sternberg delivered a stirring tribute "for



Dr. Sedlacek" at the home of "Papa Reese." Sternberg
noted that despitethe "differences of language. religion.
nationality. professionand political creed." between him
self and Dr. Sedlacek. "thereshines the light of his ster
ling worthand forthwith all these differences aredis
pcrsed anddispelled like the fog and the dew before the
rising sun:' Sternberg noted that hedelivered his tribute
in English "because Newbranch wastbere.whocan not
understand German." (Newbrarch wasthe editorof the
World·Heralc/. andonegathers. wasoneof the"foreign
ers" referred to above in thedescription of the Sedlacek
gatbenng.)

In May of 1923. Sternberg delivered a welcoming
speech at "German House" for Count Hugo Lercbenfeld.
whowa.. in Omahaseeking funds for the reliefof "hun
grychildren" in central Europe. Sternberg alluded 10 the
Omaha tornado of 1913 in appealing to thecharitable
sentiments of lhe assembled gathering.

This brings us to the summer of 1923 and tbe voyage
that wouldchange Sternberg's life.

19)3-1926TIll: \OH(a~ 1IIE
_ RRmE. A\U TIn: BABY

Sternberg's dial)' provide, an intimate vie" of tile
mo-t significant threeyears of his life- Juneof 1923 to
Juneof 1926. Sternberg", account of that period begins
with hisdeparture from Omaha on June 2. 1923. He ar
rived in New Yorl;City on June -rrh and on June 5th
Sternberg sailed for Europe on a Cunard line steamship.
He arrived at Cherbourg. France. on June 12th. After a
stopover in Paris. Sternberg proceeded to Germany where
hespent the next two months. louring all of the major
German cities and sites. Sternberg's diary picks up the
story:

OnThursday. Aug.
lfith , I boarded the
Alben Ballin for New
York.

On the ship. I met
Erica L. von
Lehcnner, the daugh
tel'of Eberhard v.

Lehenner, who was chief engineer on one of the
other shipsof the Hamburg-American Line....
Erica was born Jan. 19. I~. at Hamburg- Langen
fetdc.Wolff Strasse in Villa Erica.

We hadaver)' pleasant ocean voyage and arrived
in New York Sunday morning Aug. 26th. Here voc
parted: she went 10 visit her father's friends... and
I returned to Omaha. Wecorresponded very regular
ly and progressively. She stayed with the Hoelz
family for 10days and then went to Baltimore
where she stayed with the family Tbeo. Reichart....
She left Reicberts' on 1"0\'. I. and went to Carl
Hilgenbergon Bishops Rood where she remained
until Jan. 1924. Then she spent 8days with "1~.

CarriePaulus. after \\0 hicb sbe went to Mrs. Grace
Heinemann at Eutanc Pace. In the meantimeour
acquaintance by mail had flourished wonderfully.
We arranged for a meeting at the Hoelz Home in
New Yorl City. So I left Omaha. for my fou rth visit
10 New Yorl City. on Aug. 7. We ..pent two weeks
together. It wasa shon visit. but long enoughto
become engaged We '<I1t a cablegram to her
rnorbc-r in Hamberg announcing our engagement
anda telegram to LiwiemOmaha. Then Erihad to
go backto Baltimore. but I stayed in New Yorl
until Sept. 6. Lessthan a month later. on Thursday.
Sept. 25. Erimoved to Omahaas my fiance.

11lC' next few weeks were busygelling ready for
the wedding. which look place on Saturday. Nov. 15.
1924. Father Sinne performed (he ceremony: Joe.
my brother- in-law. wasbest man: and Lorena. my
niece. was bridesmaid.

We immediately made plans for buildinga house
on north45th avenue. in fact the plans were already

made and the con
tractor promised to
have our house
ready by ~,._"':
Christmas. e
moved in on
Friday.

Jan. 2.1 925.
The summer



of 1925 was spent veryquietly at home. We both
were lookingforward to the visit of Muui. Eri's
Mamma... . On Friday morning Aug. 21st , Muui
arrived. Mutti's visit W;lS II greatcomfort for both
Eri and me and we were sorry10 see it cometo an
end on Monday. Feb. 15, 1926.

The next great event was the birth of our daugh
rcr.Jsabell. on Friday. June ISrb. So the summer of
1926 was mainly spent in taki ngcare of baby.

When Willi am Sternberg met Erica von Lchcr mcr on
the Albert Ballin. he was a forty-three-year oldlaw pro
fcs...or bachelor; she was a nineteen-year-old who been
work ing in Hamburg for the past twoandone-half years.
Family members and friends of the profes...or mu...t have
been quite surprised at the rapid tum of events. But over

the course of the nexrrhirty-rhrccyears of their married
life. William and "Eri" proved to all that their chance
meeting on the Alben Ballinwas providential. A, a
deeply religious man, Sternberg no doubt saw the fine
hand of Divine Providence in this tum of events.

Before Sternberg leli on his trip in the summer of
1921 his friends had a "bon voyage" pany for himon his
birthday. April 7th. The file for this period contain... the
original hand-written poems penned especially for him
(in Gennan) in anticipation of his upcoming trip. When
he returned. his friend Leo Hollmann invited him to a
dinner at his home on September 12th. Sternberg's pre
pared notes, reporting on his trip. detailed the political
and social "conditionsover there: ' He made mention of
numerous topics, incl uding the inflationarycurrency. vis
iting old castles. meeting new friends.and other topics.
lie failed 10 say a word about his meeting with a certain
nineteen-year-old woman on the Albert Ballin.

Sternbergcontinuedhis active involvement with his
friends, authoringa rhymed tribute 10 the "Prince of
Good Fellows: ' John 1.. Lutcnser. and a moving tribute to
A. L. Meyer, upon his death in January of 1925. In that
same month . ~1r. and ~'1 n; . William Sternberg moved into

their new home on north ~51h avenue. On March 7th.
Sternberg hosted a party for his old friends, composing
individual invitations. most of which were written in
Ger man. One of the invitations began as follows:

I am a convert !O the Doctrine of the Fourth
Dirnensionl had long consideredsuch a thing im
possible; in fact I was convi nced that it was just as
impossibleas matrimony would be for me. But
now since matrimony has proven not only JXl...... iblc.
bUI actual. I can at least believe in the possibility, if
not the reality. of the Fourth Dimension!

Sternberg saved many of the replies. some of which
expressed great interest inmeeting his nc.... bride. It must
have bee n a festive occasion, celebrating his recent mar
riage and their new home.

1926 194D RAISIM; ,\ IM l}GIITER ANn
- ESTABLlSIII'(; A REI'llTATION

If William Sternberg suffered a "mid-life crisis.t'the
Sternberg Papers do not reveal it. The middle-aged years
of Sternberg's life. from ages 46 to 60. weremarked b)' a
prodigious output of professional speeches and writings.
At a time when the United States suffe red through the
depths of the Depression. William Sternberg wrote (If his
pride in his belovedwife and daughter. describing the
years 1932 to 1935 as yem of "undist urbed happiness
and contentment" and "perfect contentment and happi
ness: ' One gets the impressionthat during this periodof
his life William Sternberg wax very busily engaged in ful
filling all of his professional and family obligations and
that few worries or cares int ruded.

Toward the end of the 1930's. thestorm clouds were
on the horizon: the world and local scene started to
change in dramatic ways. Events of the 1 9~O's and
1950\ would tax the faith and challenge the spirit. But
that is a story to be told later.

The l'rivutc Life- Family and Friends
Sternberg 's diary entries for these yearsarc written

primarily from the standpoint of a father observing his
daughter progress from infancy to adolescence:

Isabell is beginning to takes steps. (1 927) Baby
is growing fast and getting more beautiful every
day.. . . Baby is now beginning to speak in sen
tC I1l,.'eS, (I92S) We celebrated Isabell's birthday
today. We bought her a tricycle - S10. She can
ride around and have I OI ~ of fun with it. (1930)
Tomorrow, Sept. 8.. is going to bequitea memo
rable day, for it will be Isabell's first day at school.
( I( 31) Dr. Noonan advised us to have her adenoids
and tonsils removed. So we took her 10 51. Joseph's
Hospital .. . and there Dr. Noonan performed the
operation. (1 932) Isabell went 10 her fi rst Iioly
Communion today at Holy Name Church. (1 933)



The year 19..lOwas the yearof Isabell's graduation
from Iioly Name Grade School.

Thereare numerous references. as well.10 trips10

Woodbineand Defiance to visit relativ es. In January of
1 9~9 . Erica and"baby" Isabelllcf Omahaon a trip to
Germany to vi-it Erica's relatives. Their trip lasted umi l
early October, Erica corte-ponded faithfully.and though
his heart wasaching from their absence ("'1 miss lillie
wife)' and baby very much"). Sternberg wrote in March
of 1927 that "lalll of her letters are very interesting and
full of good cbeer andIcndeme'~ and love. She is a dar
lingloving lillie wife!"

Sternberg also made note of the minor difficultiesof
life. from Isabell's problem' with "chit-l en pocks.tra se
vere auack of grip:' a broken bone in her foot . to hi' own

~ere isnot one word of

binerness orcomplaint in the diary or

theotherpapers during thisperiod.

TheSternberg family lived quietly.

peacefully.andcontentedly duringthe

heightoftheGreat Depression.

hospitalizations for a gall bladder operation (1938) and
acute rheumatism (1939), There is notone word of bitter
ne" or complaint in thediaryor the other papers during
thisperiod. The Sternberg family livedquietly. peaceful
ly. and contcmcdlyduring the height of the Great
Depression:

o«. 10. 1936. Saturday.
During the pastthree yearswe have been pursu

ing the even tenorof our way in perfect content
ment and happiness.

TIle Sternberg Papers for thi... period indicate that the
busy profe...sor and farber took timeoff for some pursuits
thatdid nol involve his wife or fami ly.

InJune of 19!9.1hc U'orlJ-lIn old conducteda contest
whereby participant... were a-kedto submit"as many
three-letter English words as possible from the letters in
'Consideration."•A similarcontest was conducted using
the word"Reputation." Sternberg's OOh.... sho\l. a total of
123 ....ords from "consideration"and 70 from"reputa
lion:' It is not known if he enteredthe contests. but it ap-

pears thaIhe spent a good deal of lime attempting 10

come up with a form of logical proof that wouldenable
him 10 win.

In July of 1933. Sternberg left Erica and Isabell for a
wed to attend the World'" Fair in Chicago. ('"Eri wanted
me to go and il was a wonderful week: ') As one might
have expected of him. Sternberg made laborious. detailed
notes of the trip. describing all of the exhibitsand other
attractions that he visited.

Sternberg remained active in the social circle of
OmahaGerman-Americans. lIis files reveal \C\"crJI flow
er)' tributes 10 some of the more prom inent members of
thaigroup. In the fall of 1933. Sternberg was an invited
gues 10 the home of Karl Louis. The gathering \I. a, in
honor of Harvey Newbrarch. editorof the n'orld-J/t'rald.
whohad j U\ 1retuned from a trip to Germany, t'ew
branchhad written a rather lengthy account of hi..chance
encounter with Adolph Hiller and an extendedconverse
tion \I. ith a "Nazi emhusiasr." Sternberg complimented
~c .... branch on the objectivityof hi\ reporting: "... the
carefulness with which our friend refrained from making
any commenl on the political philosophy of his Alpine
acquaintance gives me the imprescion that he reports that
conversation or rhapsody'a\ Exhibit A . . . merely as a
fact seen and heard. leaving the reader to draw his own
conclusion."

The Public Life - Spt'akin~

In a 1951 WurlJ-J/l'ruld article about Sternberg. under
the heading"Real Scholar:' the n·r....nt er noted:
"Professor Sternberg has frequently been called upon for
public addresses andestimates that he has averaged about
25 talks a year. or one thousand spee ches in.w years:'
For the period 1926 to IWO. the Sternberg files contain
drafts of the speeches he delivered to a variety of audi
ences on a variety of topics. These handwri tten dratrs re
veal Sternberg the perfectionist. nevercontent 10 simply
"givea speech." If Sternberg was theeloquent and pol
ished speaker thut he was reputed to he. this reputation
was well-earned. the product of meticulous preparation,

The German-American Society of Omaha continued
to call upon Sternberg as its official spokesman. In 1928.
Sternberg delivered a welcoming address for the German
consul and in 1931 for the German ambassa dor. The
Nebraska State Fairof 1933 featured a "German Day"
and William Sternberg was theredelivering yet another
speech.

The range of Sternberg 's interests is indicatedby the
variety of topics of his speeches: ~101an. Wagner,
Goethe. Kant. Schiller. G.-orge Washington. hrurgical
music. the Je...uits. SaimAugustine. Sternberg was truly
the"Renaissance man." Because of his extraordinary tal
ems as speaker. it not surprising that he .....as selected in
April of 1931 by theCreighton alumni club to deliverthe
official "wekornespeech" to the new president. Fr.
Mahan. SJ. (This speec h wa.\ laterpublishedin "The
Creighton Alumnus.") He alsodelivered thecommence-
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The Psychology ofProhibition
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rnenraddresses at 51. Benedict's College in 1933 and at
51. Mary 's College in 1939.

Sternberg was most comfortable.of CUUni C. in the
field of law. As willbediscussed irfra. Sternberg's publi
cations were in that field. And Sternberg did speak before
legal gatheringson law-related topics: in 1927 at the
Twentieth Annual Convention of the NebraskaTille
Association on qualified titles: in 1935 before the Omaha
Bar Association on"The Barand the LawSchools:" in
1939 at the convention of the 10w<I Bar Association in
Sioux City on the "Survival of Democracy."

Despite the wide range of topics of his speeches.
Sternberg clearly hada couple of "pct't topics that he re
turned [0 over andover again. Sternberghad a long
standing interest in the First Amendment. One of his
"standard" speeches dealing with the "LiIx= r1Yof the
Press - Freedom of Speech" went throughseven edi-

Much has beenwritten and said about prohibition and
the Volkstead law. but a great deal of it has always
seemed to me to be based on a misunderstanding of its
purpose. It has often been supposed that its purpose was
to stop the traffic in alcoholicdrinks. but if we consider
the way in which the law has operated in the past few
years. we must cometo the conclusion that its purpose is
to mult iply and intensify the pleasures of mankind. This
law is therefore a big stride in the forward march of our
glorious civilization. Perhaps Ican make my meaning
clearer by means of a comparison.

Many yearsago when Adamand Eve were still in
Paradise. the Lordgave themthe f irst prohibition act.
The Lord told them that they could have everythingthey
wanted in Paradise: they could enjoythemselves in any
way theypleased. but they must not eat from the fruit of
thatone tree. Now the Lord "" as well versed in psycholo
gy. and. therefore. he gave them that law because he
knew that without it they couldnot becompletely happy.
It they did not have that prohibition, then no mailer what
they woulddo in Paradise, they would never have the
pleasure of doing anything that was forbidden.

Now that i:o. the psychological principle wh ich has
guided our greatest lawmaker through all the ages fr om
that time to this. Theyconstantly seck to increase the
number of our pleasures by increa..ing the number of for
bidden things that we can do. Asone year follows anoth
er andonecentury follows another. there are more and
more forbidden things that wecando. Andwhen at last
our civilization reachessuch a slate of perfection that
there is nothing left anymore that can be forbidden. then
I am sure that these great lawmakers will display their
statesmanship. their wisdom.and their love of humanity
by inventing and enacting new laws to forbidtheold
thingsoveragain a second and a thirdtime.

8

tions. The other speech that he literally spent a lifetime
developing was titled "The Secret of Successful Living: '
In delivering this spt...ech in 19)9. Sternberg began his
talk as follows:

... [rlhis is my favorite ialk. It is also the oldest
of my lcctures. ! have beenworking on it for over
fifteen years. revising it and amending it. adding to
and subtracting from it. changing the emphasis and
formof expression according to the lights and vi
sions that came to me from time to time.

This speech is the quintessential Sternberg. stressing
the two main themesof the "Charmof Culture" and the
"Necessity of Religion." It is melodic. poetic. and mysti
cal. A portion of it is reprinted here separately.

Take. for instance. the familiar subject of fornication.
That i<; something whichat the present time is forbidden
by thestatute law. by thecommon law. by thecivi l law.
and by the moral law. That is why so many people do it.
All these laws against it make it soattractive. Of course.
in the present state of our civilization. married people do
not yet have the advantage of such a law.because no
mailer what theymaydo in their private relations. they
cannot do anything that is forbidden. But I believe that
when our civilization advances still furt her and becomes
still more perfect. laws will be passed so that married
people in their relations with one anothercan also have
the pleasure of doing something that is forbidden.
Statutes will be enacted in every state in the Union pro
hibiting intercourse between husband and wife, because
there is really no sufficient reason why married peo ple
should not have the favorof such a prohibition and enjoy
themselves as well as unmarried people.

Now that is the psychology of the Volksread Act.
which with its useless prohibition has so materially in
creased our pleasure. Years ago when we used to indulge
in this beautiful and rejuvenating pastime. theonlypica
surethat we had came fonn the effect that it produced.
But now, as Iquaff this wonderful ambrosia which has
been served to us by our genial host with such radiant
hospitality. then I give thanks to Jehovah for having sent
his great Apostle Volkstead to make this a forbidden
thing, so that I may not only feel the exhilaration of an
alcoholic drink. butat the same time also have the addi
tional pleasureof joiningwith my comrades in conspira
cy (0 taste the forbidden beverage.

Therefore. if I were to propose a toast. perhaps as the
stretto of our fugue. I would say: May the day soon come
when allof our best pleasures will be strictly forbidden.
so that we may enjoy themmore thoroughly.



The Public Life - Pubtlcntions
The standard vehiclefor legal scholarship is the law

review article. Between 1932 and 19-10. Sternberg pub
lished ten articles in sixdifferentlegaljournals. Once
again, the range and depth of Sternberg's intellect is man
ifest. The following topics were addressed by Sternberg:
property law. contract law. constitutional law, fede ral ju
risdiction, and jurisprudence. Some of the topics he ad
dressed. particularly in the- field of property. are fairly tra
ditional in terms of subject matter. The two constitutional
law articles address the constitutionality of New Deal
legislation in theareas of "relief legislation" and the "del
egation of legislative authoriry't In 1938. Sternbergbe
came a book reviewer.giving high praise to a newcon
tracts casebook authored by Professor Goble. Sternberg's
last threearticles from 1938 10 19-W had a jurisprudential
theme - an indication that hisacademic interests had
taken a newtum as he approached the age of 60.

After the fl urryof publishing articles from 1932 to
1940, Sternberg more or less retired from that activity. (In
1948, Sternbergauthored an article for the CreiRh/of/
AlmllllllJ entitled "The Foundation of a New Labor
Code:" profoundly philosophical. it reads like a speech.)
In 19-1 I. Sternberg began servinga" assistant revisor for
the 1 9-1_~ Nebraska Statute Revision Commission - a
position he described as a "secondjob." No doubt thai
work left little time for academic scholarship.

As will bedetailed in the next sect ion of this article.
the years from 1940 to 196() presented a varietyof diffi 
culties that Sternberg hadto endure. It is thai finalchapter
ofStcrnhcrg\ life that wenow examine.

I RI \LS , TESTI\IO\),\I.S ,
\\U ,\ RU)lIE\t

1940-1960
Sternberg 's diary..kips from January 1937 10 January

1942 and in noting that five yearlapse. the ever positive
and optimisticSternberg commented. "We have had a
veryhappy andcontented five years." The last entry in
hisdiary isOctober 1-l, 1945.

The Sternberg Papers for the period 1940 10 1950 con
taina number ofletters of a very personal nature. written
b)' him in the late 1940's. They reveal a much different
side of the reveredand distinguished law professor.
During the final decade of his life from 1950 to IY60, the
Sternberg Paperscontain memoirs of events honori ng
himand few personalleuers. There is nothing in the files
after 1958, his official retirementdate,

Sternberg was a personof great faith and in his
speeches he many times declared that adversity "is not an
unmitigated evil," butan opportunity for gro....th During
the 1940's. approaching the ageof 70. Sternberg had to
face someof the most difficult trials an individual can
face. In the 1950s Sternberg retiredwith dignity and

honor, his reputation secure. When death camesome
three months before his 80th birthday, the final chapter in
a great man's life came to a close.

1940 1950 I'ERS()~A L ASXIETY.
- FEA RS, A:\ [} SORROWS _

The nl'ginning of the Decade
Sternbergcharacterized the years 1937 to 1942 as

"very happy andcontented." bUIas one reads further of
the events that Sternberg chose to highlight in describing
that period. it can be seen that period had its shareof

Sternbergwas apersonofgreat faith

and in hisspeeches

hemanytimes declared thatadversity

"isnotan unmitigated evil,",.
butan opportunity forgrowth.

problems for Williamand Erica. Sternberg noted that the
death of his mother-in-law in 1937 "cast its shadow over
the year 1937." He describes the year; 1938 and 1939 as
"hospital years:' The year 1940 is noted as the year
Isabellgraduated from the Holy Name Orade School and
entered Holy Name High School. But the year 194 1
threatens Sternberg's livelihood as heominously noted:

The year 1941was a year of fear and anxiety,
because Roosevelt began takingour lawstudents
away from us. He is taking more and moreof them
and things are beginning 10 look serious for the law
school.

During this period. Sternberg's speeches show in
creasing concernover the stale of world affairs and fear
of anotherworld war. A Sternberg speech of 1939 ad
dressed"The Survival of Democracy,' During this same
year. Sternberg wrote to his congressmanurging United
States' neutrality in the Europeanconflict. Jn 1940. the
German-American Society again turned to Sternberg. as
it had done some twenty-five years earlier. when the pa
triorismof German-American citizens was questioned.
Sternberg authored a resolution for German Day. October
6. 1940. in which theGerman-Amer ican Society repudi
ated "both communism and totalitarianism" and specifi
callydisassociated itself from the "German American
volksbund,' an organization that appears to have had
Nazi leanings. In November of I94(). Sternberg delivered
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a speech over Radio WOW Oil Armistice Day on the
topic of democracy. According to Sternberg, the fou r
"comer-stones on which the patriots of 1787 erected the
magnificent edificeof American democracy" were: ( I)
the Constitution: (2 ) the "flexibility of the Constitut ion;"
(3) "the independence of the legislative. executive,and
judicial branches of government" and (4) "ourdemo
cracy's .. . clear and unqual ified recognitionof natural
rights:'

During this period Sternberg seems to have re-kindled
a long-standi ng interest injur isprudence. more specifical
ly, in the theory of naturallu w, This isevident from the
law reviewarticles he authored in 1939 and 1940. In
1941. Sternberg compi led for the University President a
comprehensive overview of the major jurisprudential
"schcols.v lt was .1000lUt this time that Fr. Paul Gregg, S.J..
became theJesuit Regent in the law school.Fr.Gregg
and Sternberg shared an interest in natural law and ju
risprudence. The Sternberg file shows that Sternberg was
inf l uential in thedevelopment of Father Gregg's article
on Justice Holmes that appeared in the GeOlgcrmnl La"·
l numai in 1943. Fr. Gregggave Sternberg a reprintof
that article with the notation that it was given "with the
esteem of his junior partner."

The .\liddh· of the Decade
Sternberg wa..asked to deliverthe commencement

speech for the Creighton graduates of 1943. Father Neil
Cahil l. S.J" was a member of that graduatingclass. After
reading PartOne of Sternberg 's life in the CrC'iKhton
l.awyer, Father Cahill reportedto me that he W'IS "elated"
to read the article on "this trulygreat man." He recalled
his graduation in 1943 as follows:

Shortly before [our graduationI at a seniors'
party, both Fat her Bowdcm and Father Fitzgibbons
had told us how lucky we were to have Professor
Sternberg give the address at our graduation.The)'
told us he "would never acce pt an invitation to give
a speech unless he had at least three months to pre
pare." Furthermore. they toldus that "he will speak
to us in very simple terms. simple phrases. but be
fore long you will become aware that he is giving
youthe results of his deep and reflective thoughts."
Sternberg did not let us down.

Sternberg's first draft of the commencement address
wasentitled"Educational Ideals and the War." When
published in the Creighton Alu"l/llI.~, the title was"World
Vale of Tears?" Regardless of the title. the speech is a
masterpiece, vintage Sternberg in styleand content, rc
fleeting thoughts and ideals that Sternberg had spentu
lifetime pondering. Sternberg described education"as a
process combining the twoclements: that whichaffects
the intellect and that which affects the will- the union
of cultureand religion." As an expression of faith and
hope, the words of Sternberg wen: uttered against a back-
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ground of a world at war. Sternberg oftentimes described
himself as an idealist and his 1943 commencement ad
dressgave witness to his undying idealism. For students
facinga most uncertain future, Sternberg attempted to
provide the moral ammunition they would need to con
quer their fears. doubts. and c)11 icism aboutt he future.

The year 1944 saw Isabellgraduating from high
school and entering Creighton University College of Art..
undSciences. taking courses in German and Literary
Appreciation. (Thedaughter was. no doubt. under some
pressure from her father to take these courscs.) In early

Forstudentsfacingamost

uncertainfuture,Sternbergattempted

to providethemoralammunition

theywould needtoconquer

theirfears,doubts,andcynicism

about thefuture.

1945, Erica Sternberg suffered from .11I attack of appen
dicitis and was hospitalized. but she recovered nicely. In
October of 1945. Sternberg made his fina l diary entries.
There was good news and badnews. The good news wax
"[tjhe war is over.The boys are beginning 10 comeback
and the lawschoo l is out of danger." The bad news:
Erica's father died in July and the "news of her father's
death was a terrible blowto Eri." The status of Erica's
other family members was impossible 10 determine due
to the post-warconditions.

The Sternberg Paperscontain onlyone folder pertain
ing 10 the year 1946. This very ..lim folder is marked
" 1946 Christmas leiters." These letters were to members
of his family. someof which were in Ger man. A lengthy
leiter to his brother Fritz containedsomecommentary on
certain nationalfigures in rather harshand. for Sternberg.
uncharacteristic. intemperate language. The objects of
Sternberg's ire were John L. Lewis t''the worst scourge
that ever afflicted this country") and President
Roosevelt's "legacies" on the United State Supreme
Court ("Black, the Ku Klu xer; Murphy. the sit-down
striker: and Jackson, the ex post facto lawyer"). In clos
ing. Sternberg noted that "notwithstanding certain physi
cal handicaps, we have had so much fun in 1946."
Enclosed in this letter to his brother wasa Sternberg
poem entitled "Maud Muller and I." (subtitled "An
Epilogue to Whittier's Poem"). There were seven verses
to the poem: the concluding two versesread:
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The flowers are beautiful. They are a decoration
and a delight. I amquiescent and at peace, bUI I am
nOI requiescent. Thus I can classify the transaction
as a gift inter vivos-Though the gift is oral. the
Statuteof Limitations does not impair its validity;

1

1947 - Escaping death b~ ~.
\ er)' narro .... margin

In a folksy leiter to hisbrother Fritz. dated February9,
1947, Sternberg spoke of Eri's "attack of the grippe:'
"Isabell's tuition of $130 (A lot of money)," and the
prophetic commen!that "I myselfhave had quite a long
spell of good health," Things were not going well: "[blut
we have coal in the bin, bread in the pantry anda roaring
fire in the furnace."

In March, Sternbergwas apparently hospitalized for
some undisclosed illness. He wrote a note to the law
school fraternities, thanking them for sending flowers:

poignancy in these letters unmatched by any of his other
writings. The man who placed such great faith in his per
sonalGodwould. like an Old Tesrarncmprophet, be test
ed severely, William Sternberg survived the trials and en
dured for more len years. comfortedby hisdear wife
Erica and his strong faith and trust inGod.
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Like \ Iaulk and me Judge. I have had my young dreams.
And my hopes of the future, wherehappines s gleams:
But the hopes and the visions bywhich lhey werethrilled
Wereblasted in life, while minewerefulfilled.

I reap a rich harvest. my heart is stillglad.
A~ l laydo.... n mypen. theseverses I add:
Ofall glad words thai men eWT knew.

The gladlbl are these. \ Iy dream has come true.

The End lIf the Decade
The Sternberg Papers contain a number of leiters writ

ten during the years 1<47, 194K, and It,l49. as well as a
smattering of other materials. The personal thoughts.
feelings, andemotions of William Sternbergare vividly
communicated in these letters with depth of spirit and the
usualeleganceof expression. "There is a passion and

At age66, William Srembergs dream "had come
true.t' Tbe humble and erudite Iowa farmboy had accom
plished much and had liveda life of relative serenityand
peace, At a time when most persons retireand watch in
pride as the younger generationattempts 10 replace the
older, Will iam Sternberg hadto face the most difficult
challenges of his life.



nor willthe Statute of Limitations ever run against
the memory of the spirit that prompted the kindly
deed.

In September. Sternberg wrote a two page autobio
graphical statement for the Omaha Chess Club- the
..~t.O.C: · Sternberg was an activememberof the club
and had a long-standing interest in chess that continued
well into the 1950's. Hisautobiographical statement
noted tharvmy chess playingwas the result of my philo
sophical and theological studies."

The Sternberg Papers include ten letters wrinen in
Decemberof IiN7. The introductory paragraph of the let
ter to "brother Fritz and Sadie" indicated what a difficult
year it had been:

Another year is draw ing to a close. From the
standpoint of physical anguishand financial dis
tress. it has been the worst year of my life -c- thrce
times in the hospital.each time escaping death by a
very narrow margin. Atlt hese ailments have with
drawn large quantities from my reservoirof physi
cal energy and depleted my treasuryt o the exter n
of more than S.1OO: and whilecoping with these

"M ost fortunate is hewho possesses

faith,for philosophyrationalizesreli

gionand strengthens its comforting

assurances,while religion puts into

philosophy awonderfulglamour, poet

ry and beauty. Philosophy trims

religion: it takes awaytheexcess

foliage.Religion vitalizes philosophy:

itprovidesthevitamin B."

stubborn afflictions of mine, I have been subject as
everybody else has bee n.to the incurable COII~

quences of Roosevelt's war and his criminal com
mitments to Englandand Russia. I refer to the op
pressivecost of living. concerning which there is
so much discussion, so much ignorance. so much
hypocrisy, andconseq uently, so littleeffectiveac
lion. And yet, at least as far as the year 1947 is con-
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cemed. I am happy to take refuge in the old adage.
"All is well that ends well."

Andso for Sternberg. "the WON yearof my life"
ended on a positive note.

1948 '1T I~ ~·rtat cal~mit~ . . .
commgm~ "' a~

In teuers written in March and Juneof 1948 to his
brother Fritl andhis w ife Sadie. Sternberg touchedon a
number of topics. In the \I arch letter Sternberg men,
rioned the following discrete topics: (I) his "research,'
which takes quite a bit of time because"my own thinking
machine ["gener.ttor·' I ... does not work to my satisfac
tion and I have to go through the operation again ...
[sometimes) three or four times: (2) the "modem methods
of fanning" in which Sternberg doubted that these r neth
ods would make farmers "happier" and expressed con
cern that these methods would eliminate "creative activi
ty" of the fanner: (3) the "disease of militarism: ' which
Sternberg maintained. "is contagious and spreading
rapidly:" (4) an Earling priest who got money for his new
parsonage by appealing to his parishioners to donate
money "to honor God" (3 methodthat "Madid nOI think
was the right way to get [money]"): and (5) an observe
tion that his brothers Louis and George "have become
morereligious in these later years ...:' an observation
that prompted Sternberg10 muse philosophically:

Perhaps it is a natural reaction in later life when
a man realizes that the road ahead is not as long as
the road behind. There is a more pronounced incli 
nation to seek means by which he can make the
rest of the road easy to travel until he gets home.
Some peoplecan do with philosophy alone. Some
can do it withreligion alone. Sad is the condition
of the man who has neither. Most fortunate ishe
who possesses faith, for philosophy rationalizes re
ligion and strengthens its comforting assurances.
while religion puts into philosophy a wonderful
glamour. poetry and beauty. Philosophy trims reli
gion: it takes away the excessfoliage. Religion vi
talize s philosophy: it provides the vitamin B. Of
course. it must be a true religion. and no religion is
true, unless it produces in humanconduct thequali
ties of justice, kindness, charity and generosity.
That is "hat is the mailer with our situation today.
Their religion is not rationalized and theirphiloso
phy is not vitalized. Their religion is incoherent
and theirphilosophy is like the hungrychildren of
Germany: it suffers from malnutrition.

This letter noted all was well on the home front : "Eri
is busy as usual and Isabell is preparing for her 'compre
hensive exam' on April 22:' Isabell is "gelling smarter all
the time . .. bUI I'm afraidthat she won't be srnurt
enough 10 marry the right man."



lsa heil Sternberg

William and Erica Sternberg saw
theirdaughter receive her A.B.de
grcc from Creighton in May of
1948. Her major was English with
minors in History and Philosophy.
Her extra-curricularachievements
included Sodality. Choir, and
International Relations Club. 1\'0
doubt father and mother took great
pride in the achievements of their
beautiful and intelligent daughter.
During that same period of time.
William Srcmbergreceived a leiter
from the University President that
must have had the impact of a thun
derbolt.

In June of 1948. Sternberg wrote
to brother Fritz about "the great
calamity that iscoming my way and
willhit me in June 1950." The
University President had vriuen a letter 10 Sternberg in
late May or early June regarding Sternberg's "retirement"
in June of 1950. This newsappears 10 have come as a
complete surprise and shod. 10 Sternberg- it W3S the
impending"great calamity." Sternberg indicated to Fritz
that there was someresidual amount of hope:

It may be that. if my health remains good. I can
stay on a little while longer. because the President
did say in his letter that the timeof my "retirement"
(that is what he calls it in his dishonest way)may
be postponed if a "satisfactory arrangemcm" may
be mudc.

A painedand demoralized Sternberg expressed a
senseof betrayal by his beloved alma mater, confidi ng
howhe felt "very biller" about his treatment. Having
bared his soul in a cathart ic manner. Sternberg then
vowed thar" won't worry about it: ' He would retreatrt o
roam at will overthe vast expanseof human knowledge."
II would beeasy. he maintained. to "become absorbed in
any oneof my 8 favorite subjects-c-law, literature. an.
science. history. philosophy. religion and politics: ' A
dark cloud hung over the fut ureas Sternberg began teach
ing once more in the fall of 19-t8 in his sixty-eighth year.

1949 One Calamit v Averted :
Anomer Caramuy Strikes

During the Christmas vucution of 1948. Sternberg
compiled an inventory of his library which remai ns today
as a part of the Sternberg Papers. The result was a listing
of 1622 books at a cost of S2275. ln a letter 10 Fritzand
Sadie in January of 1949. Sternberg mentioned the library
inventory, wondering "what will becomeof "II those
books some day:'

The January letter 10 Fritz and Sadie indicated the new
year was beginning on an anxious note:

As a family. we have two
big problems that loom up
before us rather menacingly.
One is. what to do when I
losemy job inJune of 1<)50;
and the other is. how to-find
the right man for Isabell.
And there is not much in any
otthe 1622 books that is
helpful in finding the an
swers 10 these difficult ques
tions.

Sternbergcontinued witha
more detailed discussion of the
second "problem:"

Isabell is nowover 22
yean;old and with more than
her share of admirers. That

increases the difficulty. If sheonly had one. the
problem would be simple. l try to help her with
good advice. derived from books. observation. ex
perience. reason. and sentiment. She listens patient
ly. considerscarefully and tries nOI to let her cmo
lions runaway with her judgment. It is u
tremendously complicated situation. quite unl ike
anything in my own youthful experiences. Just now
she plans on remov ing herself from immediate and
pressing Omaha influences by going to Denver.
While there she may take a second look at one of
her oldest and most ardent admirers. . . . [Sternberg
mentions someparticulars of hisdaughter's suitor.
and continues! But of course there areother things
to beconsidered. Twoof my nieces made pretty
bad mistakes. but then Louis and George had other
children whowere lucky. But En and I are putting
all our chips on one bel. It is the only octwe have.
She looks like a winner. hut it is one gameof
chance where the oddscannot becounted.
Compared with the uncertainties arising from the
remote and hidden possibilities of the matrimonial
lonery.thc forecast of a World Series would be
easy.

lsabelt moved to Denver in March of 1949. Father and
daughter corresponded faithfully. with daughter delight
ing her parents by writi ng some of the letters in German.
The Sternberg Papers contain a folder of materials for the
period April to September of 1949.The file contains. in
Sternberg's own bandwritten notation. "11 Letters to
Muschi - at Denver 19-t9: ' ("Muschi" was Isabell's
nickname; inGerman it means "kitten.")These leiters are
the most poignant. heart-rending materials in theentire
Sternberg collection. fr nenscly personal and moving, the
leiters reveal Sternbergas a caring. devoted father who
wanted nothing but the best for his beloved daughter. The
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father's love for his daughter runs deep in these tcuers.
coupled with the fatherly advice that reveals Sternberg in
a role far removed from that of a great intellect or a bril
liant orator.

Because he wrote lengthy, stream of consciousness
leiters 10 his daughter, Sternberg revealed more of him
self in these writings than in any of other documents that
he authored. If these lcucrs have a central theme, it is that
of the "problem" earlier referred to: finding "the right
man for Isabell." From long distance the worried father
offered bits of advice and reassurance as Isabell recount
ed her adventures with various beaus. Through it all the
father is supportive andoptimistic, although he dearly
misses hisdaughter, particularly on special days such
Father's Day and Isabell's birthday.

The leiters reveal that Erica took a job ("~tami is busy

T hefather's lovefor hisdaughter,

runsdeep inthese letters,coupledwith

thefatherlyadvicethatreveals

Sternberginarole far removed

from thatofagreat intellect or

abrilliant orator.

in her book business") and that William is busy grading
blue books at the end the semester. In June, Isabell wrote
to her father that "Marui (mother) is a bad girl." [The rea
son: Erica had sent Isabell some money to help with ex
penses and the independent-minded Isabell responded by
saying that "I'm supposed to be supporting myself."]
Father agreed with daughter: "Yes, andshe is getting
worse. Now she wa nts to send you$15 for a new dress
for your birthday." Father offered meek protest at sending
the SI5, to which Erica replied, "Well. it is her first birth
day away frum home." TIle brilliant law professor is
over-matched: Erica's retort. he confessed, "melts me to a
pulp: ' In this case, molha knows best.

In late June. father repo rted to daughter that he "had a
line day on Father's Day." w hat made it is spec ial was
the great efforts taken by "Marni'tto make it so - a din
ner described as a "banquet fit for a king" and then "pre
scms (plural. mind you):' An appreciative father de
scribes his wife as a person "whose irrepressible kindness
never misses an opportunity for appreciative expression:"
a singular woman, but her special predilection is the mul
tiplication of joys forother people.. .." ' 11e letter con
eluded:

1-1

I am all through with the Blue Books and with
the law school for the summer. So I am home all
day alone having a lot of fun with my books. I
read, write, study, and dream, I live in the past. the
present. und the future, l travcl around the world. I
hold discourse with men of distinction in the civi
lizationsof the ages. Interest is sustained by the
great variety of subjects lhat occupy my attention
from day to day. The only thingthat obstructs my
pleasure is the thought of June 1950. Perhaps, in
stead of enjoying myself. I should he working on
some plan to make money after that fatal date. Hut
Mami. in that self-sacrificingspirit of hers. says I
should put it out of my mind for this summer, until
next September when I intend to call on Father
Mcf'abcand "have it out with him:' And I amjust
weak enough 10 yield 10 her tempting suggestion.
You SCC, you are not the onlyone who has a diffi 
cult problem.

In the middle of the month of July. father wrote 10

daughter that the "United States Chess Tournament is
goingon at the fontenelle Hotel thisweek: ' A lillieann
twisting resulted in Sternberg going down "every
evening" because "Mami insisted: ' ( It is diffi cult 10 be
hew that father put up very much resistance to "Manti's
insistence.")Sternberg told his daughter that he was
"surely leading the life of Riley now: ' with the books nnu
Manu was bringing home for him to read. Among the
books that he reported enjoying: "Low and Inside,'
which is a book of baseball anecdotes." (Not everything
that the great man read was seriousand scholarly!
Doesn't this prove conclusively that William Sternberg
was truly a "Renaissance Man'''!)

On the last day of July. in the last of the extant
"Muschi"leiters. Sternberg wrote to his daughter in reply
10 her letter revealing that she had apparently broken offa
relationship with a certain young gentleman.This was
welcome news for father and mother:

It took a heavy load off our hearts. It was as
though you were walk ing ulong the edge of a huge
precipice in danger of making a mis-step and
falling oIT at any minute, and we were standing at a
greatdistance watching you. Now we seeyou turn
ing away from the cliffand walking away toward
[usl unhar med.

Another thing that I was ..fraidof. if the break
ever came. was that it might result in a protracted
period of melancholy and despondency for you.
But you gave usassurance on that point. too. Now
we can look forward 10 your next visit with unul
lcyed pleasure. We can feelt hat. at least for the
time being. our darling little Muscbi is safe.

Presumably, the "next visit" was scheduled for Labor
Day weekend in September, some fi ve weeks hence. The



Onwlw nOrId-Herald reponed the tragic eventthatoc
curred that weekend:

Isabel Sternberg ... was a victim of the Labor
Day week-endslaughter. Mi..s Sremberg. daughter
of Prof. William P. Sternberg of Creighton Univer
sit)'. waskilled when a car in which she ....'as a pa..
sengerplowed into the rearof a truck ncar Oxford.
Neb..Saturday night.

The only documents relating 10 I...abell's deathand fu
neral in the Sremberg Papers are: a letter to Father
Schmidt who said the funeral mass: an acknowledgment
of receipt of a telegram from ~ Ion..ignorSinne(long-time
friend whohadmarried Williamand Erica): and a note
dated Nov. 9. 1949, entitled 'Thanks to the Law School:'
Sternberg's letter 10 Fr. Schmidt paid ...ped al tribute 10 the
homily. which wa... like "balm 10 our afflicted spirits."
Father Schmidt had said that Isabell'sdeath was.....uddcn
but not unprovided." This remark. Sternberg said.
"strengthenedmy belief thai Isabelldied in a slate of
grace:' Sternberg's note to the lawschool community
stated:

The actionin arranging for "Thirty ~1a..ses" i.. un
precedented in the hi..toryof the lawschool. A..stu
dents of thecommon law. we well understand the
value of ROo(1 precedent. In rbis instance. it i..
equally remarkable in each one of three as-
pt'CIS. For the participants. it is an eloquent
testimonialtotheir fine religious spir
il; towardthe designated ben-

eficiary, it was an act of Christ-like generosity: and to
wardthose whochiefly mourn her loss. it was an un
expected bur duly appreciatedacl of kindne..... gratify
ing. edifying andcomforting. The hopethat this slight
expression of thanks rna)' be considered adequate rests
entirely on the fact that it comesab imopectore..

At age 69 William Sternbergfaced the death of a
loved one and the 10\'0 of his job. We all know thai
William Sternberg stayed on 10 leach at Creighton Law
School umi1 1958. so one "greatcalamity" wa... avoided.
or atleast. successfully negotiated. Perhaps the greatest
10\\ that couldhavebefallen William Sternberg would
have been the 100s of his beloved Eli.Thenext greatest
tragedy thaicould havebefallen himdid take place: rbe
seemingly senseless loss of his precious and beloved
daughter. The yearof adversity wa, over anda saddened
William Sternbergentered the final decade of hi' life
with a heavy heart.

Thc final chapter of Sternberg'slife finds him recci.... 
ing recognition. tribute. and acclaim. But. one surmises.
things .....ould never quite be thesame after Labor
Day.I9-t9.
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The Sternberg Papers contain relatively lillie informa-
lion on the last ten yeaI' of his life. Therearea fc.... lei
ters. primarily those wrinen 10 hissisterLi-...ie. a couple

During the period WilliamSternberg .... a.. teaching. the
primary empbasi.. in legal education wason the so-called
"Socratic method:' a method challenged by the Legal
Realists in the 19-W\. In 19~. one of the mostprominent
of tbe Legal Reali..rs. Karl Llewellyn. issued a famouv re
porton leaching a" it related10thedevelopment of "ca-c
law skill..: ' Sternberg ..tudied this report withgreal interest
and ingreat depth, producing in June of 19"5 a
"Reflection" on the Llewellyn rep ort that migt uhave been
subtitled "The Ster nberg Approach to Teaching."

Stcmbcrgs"Reflection" began with hiscomplaint that
he was not quite sure" hat Llewellyn had in mind" ith the
phrase"case-law ,,~IIl ..." ForSternberg. the teaching of
"case-law skills" rneanr three things:

. , . it meansthaI in cla....·roomdiscu...sionthtN:
a...pects of eachcase \\. hich help10 develop lhe\('
s~il1s receive expre..... mention andempha...i ..; ~..c
ondly it mean.. a detailed plan for the presentation of
eachcasewith thatobject in view: and thirdly it
means planningthe whole sequence of caseswith
the -.arne object in view. This latter planning in
volves complete re-arrangement of the case... in
every ...ubject that I have taught for more than:;
yean.! During the firsr:; years. I accept the author\
arrangement and do the besl I can. but I ",on. toward
the re-arrangement and the adoption of my own plan
in the sixthyear.

Sternberg alsocommentedon Llewellyn\ rccnmmcn
dation that "special attention ...hould be given to the fou r
skills [of! statutory construction. brief-writing. instillment
drafting. andoffice coun-clhng." From his own expcr i
erce. Sternberg indicated that statutoryconstruction \\.a...
pan and parcelof hi..courses. Br ief-writing. he noted. wa...
handled in a separate course. With regardto "in...trumera
drafting:' the problem he sa" wa. thequt-stionof appor-
tionrrera." For."[ilf the ...tudem i really 10 be drilled in
drafting in,truction'.tm, \\.00.: can noI be left to an)' one
in..truclor."

Sternberg's final comments. relating to "officecoon
selling."are mtcresung in light of current la", "hool em·
pha-<,is: Theideathatan in...truetor"can builda coun\('lIing
course OIl and out of hi.. ow n e\pt.'Tience:· wa, to Stcrnberg
a ..ugge:--tionthaI"can hardl)' be ta~en seriously."
Sternberg'sreflectionsandcomments have a... much vitali·
ty [(x1ay ;IS when lhey WCR' wrincn some f(my-six yca~

ago.
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of letters in German. andcopies of the speechesStern
berg delivered at various lawschool functions
where he wa..rbe featured speaker. The lastof tbese func
tion..were the Law DayBanquet heldon May 5. 1958.
and the testimonial dinnerheldon ~1ay 8. 195K. The

The Sternberg Papers contain hi:-- outline for the
Contracts COUT\e as "ell a.. hh casebriefsand othercorn
menta!')'. In these materials Sternbergclearlyarticulated his
jurisprudential slant in advancing this thesi..: ".. , in the de
velopmcnr of the commonlawincontract cases. our judge..
havenearlyalways followc...1and have in fact felt bound by
the dictatesof the moral law; i.e. the naturallaw," In re
viewing the "Question" a..presented by the variou ... ca-cs.
the professorpracticed what he preached, viz.. "Is the doc
trine of con..tructive intent justifiableon moral grounds'!";
"Can the general rule th;lt the pan payment of a pavt due
debt is nOI a validcon... idcranon be supportedon moral

O noneoccasionSternbera advised
<

theclass:"Underthe commonlaw.

the husband is the head of thehouse.

Thecommonlawalso stipulates that the

pedestrian hastherightofway.

Both are relativelysafeuntiltheytry

toexercise their rights."

ground...T· II is obvious thaI a greatdeal of preparalion and
thought preceded thegood P'rofl.'Wlf's entry into the cla.....·
room.

\\'hal ahout the cla-sroom experierce" According to
one Creighton graduate who-e Ii"t law -cbooi cia...., was
Sternberg 's Property cia...... Sternberg beganwith the \olton!...
"You are no" embarking upon the seacalled the law."
According 10 thi, graduate.

He then proceeded to describe for us the many'
..toom, shoal" bars. wind, and otherdifflCuhie..
Although he intimated that 'oOffiC of us probabl~
would be C<l...t upon a foreign shore"' ith no re"uc in
..ighl hc assured u... that thosewho would persevcre
would ultimalclyend ;It a safe harbor al thc end of
lhcjoumey.



Sternberg files end here, They contain no information
whatever aboutt he periodof his twenty-month
retirement.

Though this period of Sternberg's life is not well-doc
umentcd. the papers he left behind include someof his

Sternberg's Property and Contracts courses certainly
left some lasting impressions on students. A graduate of
1935 reponed that he still has his notes from Sternberg's
Real Property class "which I have kept for more than 58
years." This alumnus reported that his knowledge of prop
erty law wasgreater than that of his fellow lawyers. gradu
ates of the University of Iowa law college who "had taken
theirproperty from Pauon at Iowa City whom they regard
ed as the finest." AnotherCreighton alumnus now practic
ing in Iowa paid homage to Sternberg's Property course:
"What I learnedfrom the good Professor guided my path
to a successful defense of the lower court's ruling," An
alumnus nnw practicing in Western Nebraska slated that
Sternberg's Contracts and Partnership courses were so in
fluentiu l thn "I felt like these were the only two courses I
had taken."

And now for a couple of Sternberg stories. straight
from the classroom. A former student reponed:

On011C occasion Sternberg advised theclass:
Under thecommon law.the husbandis the headof
the b ouse. The common law also stipulates that tbe
pedestrian has the right of way. Roth are relatively
safe untilthey try to exercise their righls.

On anoibcr occasion. at the stan of class.
Professor Sternberg queried whether every one had
read the assignedcases, Of course. the showof
hands was unanimous. He then asked if anyone had
researched the cases cited in the footnotes. Again.
J(XJ% accord. He then asked for a volunteer 10 recite
the specific pointof law that the footnotes cmpha
sized. Not one fingerwasraised. lie then said: "See.
in the foomorc. where the three dots appearas if
some sentence wasomitted? Well. th<lt omittedsen
renee is the key point to which this chapter is dcvot
ed.I presume everyone will refresh his or her mem
0 1')' in the client this appears as a lcsl question in the
final exam."

Nodoubta number of other Sternberg stories could be
recounted: Fromthe dog in theclassroom to the bee r on
the desk: from the "little quiz" to the looking through the
transom to see if the good professor wa-... in fael fast 3S1~p.
It is appropriate10 end these student reminiscences with
one appreciativealumnus' retrospec tive:

Professor Sternbergwas a vel')' private PCf\OTl . , .
we knew lillie about his "life" . . , he was not a per
son who would surround himself with law students
and "shoot the breeze."

My relat ionshipwith Professor Sternberg may be
summariled ". "I stood in awe of him ,., always."

most philosophic and stirring speeches. His letters are
mainly reminiscences. rich in pathos. Despite some health
problems. Sternberg was able to continue teaching and
reading and pondering the mysteries of life. He lived a
full. rich life and the finaldecade provided the capsrooe.

The respect and admirationbetween the students and
Sternberg ..... as mutual.These arc the words of Sternberg. in
1956. 10 an assembled law school gathering. as he reflect
ed on his perspective of the classroome __ pcrience:

First. then is a wordof acknowledgment.
Sometimes I wonder what your reactionreally is
when you vx: your Professor up there in from of the
class. hashing over those old cases. some of them
dry as dust. week after week, monthafter month.
and you know that he has been doing that so long
that the memory of man runneth not to the contrary,
Perhaps you get the impression that he is pretty
much of a dried up old Slick. like the 5th Penitential
Psalm whosay says that his bones were <III dried up
like fire wood. That would be prejudicial crmr and
suffic ient ground for reversing the judgment. ~o
mailer how long he is'engaged in that process. the
Statute of Limitations 11C\'er operates 10 divest him
entirely of his humanity. There remains al least a
remnantof a once florescent manhood. sufficient to
enable him to react cordiallyand joyfully10 the gen
tle inllu.cnee of his benevolent co-workers in the
classroom. This privilege of daily contact .... ith youth
is OTIC of the non-monetarycompensations of the
professional life, There is in that contact a certain
exhilaration which lends zest and zest to the labors
of the day, It helps to preservefor the Professor that
optimistic idealism socharacteristic of youth.

And I have observed that although the classes
come and go and the Professor Slays on and on till
he becomes a fixture bythe law of accession.yet
each new c1<lSS has a distinctive individuality all its
own, And that is true. not because the class is a sep
urate entity. like a partnership in Nebraska. nor he
cause it is merely a group of persons like a partner
ship at common law. The class is not a separate
entity and noI merelyan aggregation of individuals.
It is more like a constellation in which each sciruil
lanng star contributes in his own distinctive wayto
the composite charm of thecia,s. producinga plea..
ing result to which the Professor cannot remain im
pervious. It is in fact a material pan of the consider
ation which he desires and cherishes. And I am
happy to say that I haw never been in a position to
plead even panial failure of consideration. Thai is
my word of acknowledgment 10 the threeclasses
here tonight. especially the graduatingclass.

Hits any law professor more eloquently described the
special relationship between a professor and the students?

17



18

Sternberg continued his teaching. apparentlyon some
typeof year-to-year 1:13.\ is. In the fall of 1952, Sternberg
was givena citation by the University.Thecitationstated
that Sternberg was "an exampleof the ideal Creighton
teacher: ' A copy of thecitation is found in the Sternberg
Papers with the hand-w ritten notation that it wa.."com
posed and read by Fr. Gregg." One can surmisethat it
was Fr. Gregg's involvement thai madethi..citation
something ..pecial for Sternberg.

In a 1952 Chrisrma..card to his sibling.Sternberg
sadly noted. "Wecan IlOl celebrate it with the fervor and
enthusiasm which in theold days made theoccasion '0

glorious and happy. Our last Christmas wa.. in 194Hand
there can never be another: ' The memory of the "dear lit
tle Muschi" wa....till painful and tender. Andyet. the
undying oprimi..m and faithof Sternberg reappearedas
he continued:

But wecan ..till take the occasion to remember
those whohave been so closely associated with us
in life's long journey - the dearones who in
thought. word anddeed. have travelled with us
through all the years in fellowship andaffection.
Such thoughts bring us calm conterumcnt and a
quiet pleasure and a renewed appreciationof the
values that nourish in the immediate circleof fami
ly and friends. Theseare the permanent value...of
life, subjectto no fluctuationor depreciation. They
arenot affected by the turbulence of the times in
which we live: the)' can notbe diminishedby' pri
vate disa..rer or public calamity.

, have had a rather tough time during
the first few weeks. I havetaken a loc of
expensive medicine. but they are begin
ning to show results and 1am improv
ing every day.... In a few more day.. I
will be as good as newand ready to
begin the real enjoyment of my vaca-

tion. ~t)· friends ask me where I am going for my
vacation. ltcllthcm I want to find a sput where I
can "get awayfrom it all" -the noise, the tumult ,
theexcitement: in other words, I want to stay horne.

wrote (If a "nice celebration at the Old Engli..h Inn,
full of tenderand sentimental memories." The
thoughtsof hisdaughter were still tender: "We
were001 alone in the crowdbecauseour Muschi
was with us."

In June of 1951 Sternberg reponed to his
brother Fritz:

Sternberg 's value ..y..tern served him well: in his most
trying times, he was ableto find solace and conremmem
in his family and friends and in the "permanent values
oflife,"

In another lcncr to hi", brother Fritz, written in March

As the yean;roll on and thesigns of advancing
age beginto multiply,the brighterand more
beautiful grows the perspective of thosehalcyon
days when the rainbow of youth spread its multi
colored beauty across the firmament of life.

For Sternberg, the academic yearof 1949· 1950 began
with the tragedy of Isabell's passing: it concluded with a
tribute in his honor in May of 1950. The law students
called it "Sternberg Day: ' and the newspaperreported
ihat he was to deliver a speech on "Legaland Religious
Idealism: ' The many draft!> of thisspeech show Sternberg
had returned to old fonn: the speech showeda sense of
humor. a high regard for tbe honor. a senseof humility.
and another opportunity to preach his gospel of idealism.
with an emphasis on the"interlocking directorate c

logic. law. truthand justice."
The ser ious side of Sternberg has beenemphasized

throughout this presentation of his life but the man clear
ly had a senseof humoras the "Sternberg Day" sf1'L'CCh il
lustrares. \\ hen first informed of the students honori ng
him with their "day:' Sternbergsaidhis reaction was:

Sternberg reported in his speech that he hada dilem
ma in preparing for the occa..ion: What shall I talk about?
So. .., turned to my bclpfulhule spouse and put the ques
tionto her." Her reply:"1think they willall like it if you
talk about six minutes: ' As a sample of the rhetoric that
Sternberg employed in hi.. speech. consider the following
passage:

Clearly. this manwa..no ordinary lawyer or orator. In
a letterto his si..ter in November of that year. Sternberg

If you had picked exam week to call it Sternberg
week. 1might not have felt so highly elated: but
you picked your day of fun and frolic for that pur
pose. I do not know howyou could pay a more
eloquent tribute.



of 1953. Sternberg reminisced about thedays when, we
"talkedpolitics. religion and morality and crhics . , ,
while we were fighting(he cockleburs with the hoc:' He
then proceeded to discuss boxi ngand baseball and then
noted. "Person ally, I amdoingfine:' but "I 010',,1admit
that I am gelling a little weaker too." A verysensitive
topic is then mentioned:

But I am..till fully able to do my work at rbc
University and Ican sex no good reason for forcing
me intoretirement. BUI I am afraid thai is what is
comingmy way in less than three months. I try not
10 think of it.because there is nothing I can do
about it. Perhaps I could make a living by writing
my memoirs. like Eisenhower Of Truman.
(Apparently there was somethingsome one could do

"S uchthoughts bring uscalm
" "

contentment and aquiet pleasureand

arenewed appreciationof thevalues

thaI flourish in theimmediate circleof

family andfriends.These are the

permanent valuesoflife. subjecttono

fluctuation ordepreciation."

about "it" for Sternberg taught for four more years. This
was 3 gift to the law school. of course.but wouldn't those
"memoi rs" have been something 10 read!)

In a letter written 10 his si..tcr Lissie inJune of 1953.
Sternberg recalled that on Isabell'sbirthday (June 18th).
he "pent theafte rnoon "looking at her pictures in the
albumshowing her as a baby. a little girl and as a young
lady- and reading her poems," He continued: "Was
thereever sucha girl'? In rbe afternoon. although it was
scorching hot. I went out to water rbe flowers on her
grave."

In February of 195.... Sternberg wrote a lengthy leuer
to hi... si...ter Lissie upon the occa..ionof her 71SI birthday
It i..a letter filled with reference" to the perilsof becom..
ingold.Sternberg at one point referredto the desire of
everyone 10 "slay herea little longer.v Hc continued:

In fact we never getenough. It isa deep-seated
urge which God Himself has planted in the human
heart. He wants us 10 be happy and wants us 10

seck happiness in every legitimateway. We arc his
childrenand he ....'arches us with pleasure. He
wncbc.. us like a benevolent father whoobserves
his childrenat play and is pleased .... hen they have
fun.So if we hatchout a little plan. after we are 71.
by ....hich we expect10 snatch a fewextrajon and
comforts beforethe bell ring...why should he
interfere'?

But He often does. and .....e rever knuw why. He
has us in his gripand He keeps the futurea deep
dark secret. When our dearest hopeis bla..led.
when every fond wish vani..hcsone by one. when a
great heart- breaking sorrcw strikes us down. there
remain only piety and resignation. We mil.\"( believe
that He knows best. In that belief we accept Hisde
cision and wedo not murmur, We merely prize
more highly what we have leftand cling to it with
greater fervor.

Thi.. is the last quotation from the private files of
William Srcmbcrg. It is. I believe. an eloq uent testimonial
10 a great man who had a heart and a soul. a." well as an
intellectand a ..... e1I.. trained tongue.

Stembergs later speeches. graciously and humbly ac
ceptingthe tributes paid to him. areeloquent and master..
ful - vintageSternberg. For thesealone Sternberg de
servesremembrance. But he wa.. more than jU-;1 a law
professor .... ho was proficient at hi" profes..ion.hewasa
decem. God-fearing person .....hose value system repre
sented the idea]" of .... hich he so often ..pole.

In Februaryof 1955. Sternberg was ill and the fresh
man class sent him a get wellcard. Sternberg composed a
response that didn't require too much preparation. The
reason'! Sternberg had saved the responseshe had com
posed on similar occasions in February of 1927 and
December of 1939!

In June of 1955. Fr. Gregg left the law school. This
wasa sad oc casion forSternberg whoobviously was
close [0 Fr. Gregg. Sternberg's hand..written note to Fr.
Gregg indicated that the last fourteen years of Ster nberg's
tenure at the law school had been the best and the happi
est. Sternberg graciously explained the remark: "And I
owe it largely 10 you. Your example. b ot h as priest and
profe..sor, has bee n a constant inspiration andstimulation
lome,"

In \ lay of 1956. Sternberg deliveredthe Law Day
Address, stressing his timeless themes in proclaiming the
ideals thatCreightongraduates ..hould ..trive for. In
October of 1956and in \13)' of 1957. he wa..asked10 de
liver remarks before the Alumni Luncheon and the 1950
Class Reunion. respectively. The file.. reveal the usual
meticulous preparation. When Dean TePoel was honored
at a luncheon in December of 1957 (on his eightieth
birthday). Sternberg joined in the tribute with a few
remarks.

The year 11J5X marked the official valedictory for
Sternberg as he concluded his final year of teaching at the
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lawschool. Two banquets weregiven in his honor in
May of thatyear, The first wasa festive lawschool gath
ering at the Field Club on May 5th. Picturesof the occa
sion arecontained in the 1959 UniversityAnnual. (Vol.
XXIX of the "Blue Jay," pp. 68-69.) The rcpon in the an
nual containsa brief reference to the final class taught by
thegreat mana couple of days after the banquet:

The tributes weremany that night. but one more
was yet to come, It was rendered a fewdays later
as this great and wonderful "Prof' said"good-by.
boys" to his final class.As he strode to thedoor of
the classroom the students. rising applauded him
with a sincere end heartfelt ovation. For Professor
Sternberg it was a long, but very touching and rc
warding walk.

A public testimonial to Ster nberg took place at a
"Recognition Banquet" at the Blackstone Hotel on May
Sth. On both of these occasions Sternberg delivered
speeches: thecontents werespecially directed to their re
spective audiences. The speech to the Law Day Banquet
was Sternberg's last opportunity to express the idealsof
his chosen profession and that of hisalma mater and em
playerof forty-six years.That speech ended on a positive
note with regard to the stateof the law school and a trib
ute to the Dean:

1have been here for forty years. I haveseen fac
ulty members come and go. Someof them come
and go quickly: others come. linger a while and
then go. We have had some very high class men.
like Charles Bongardt. Father Gregg and the Dean
himself. But we had several weak brothers on the
faculty. Now we have none. notone. It is a faculty
of young and vigorous men. fully qualified in both

Professor Sternberg and Dean Doyle
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respects - as teachersandas masters of their sub
ject. The curriculum is up-to-date and the facu lty is
at the peak of its efficiency. What more propitious
timecould there be for me to retire publicly and
pay this little farewell tribute to our matchless
Dean. James A. Doyle'!

Sternberg's final speech at the "Testimonial Banquet"
is more personal in its tone and approach: less didactic
than the May 5th speech. It was, one would guess. the
most diffi cult speech that Sternbergever composed, The
May 5th speech was neatly typed for deli very; the May
Sthspeech is handwritten with many interlincarions. In
the middle of this speech Sternberg responded to "some
of my friends who, , , are concerned about [myretire
ment]." They said something to the effect that retirement
would "be terrible whenyou have nothing to do all day
long. nothing to keep youbusy." Sternberg's responseis
fairly bristling:

The otherday I talked to one of them. a man
nearmy own age, He said ! hated to think of the
timewhen I haveto siton the porch. waitingfor
thedays to go by.bound by the slow lapse of time.
That doesnot worry me in the least. We have a
porch at our house too and I also howe a rocking
chair. but I have no intention of wearing them out.
Rocking may begood for babies and other people
whose minds are vacant. I shall put myself to pas
ture where I will grazecontentedly and happily in
my personal library where I have accumulated
2(XX) volumes on a great variety of subjects. not
law books, but of myownchoosing, With their aid
I can travel around the world faster than any sput
nik and I can go where no sputnik and no vanguard
can ever go far into the centuriesof the past and
hold communion with the intellectual giantsof all
time: although I mustadmit that in that grandand
fascinating coterieof scholars and saints. I may ncv
er find a good substitute for my presentcompany.

, , , You are familiar with the adage that all work
and no playmakes Jack a dull boy. If it is true, and
of course it is. then the converse must also be true:
all play and no work makes Jack a lively kid.
Beginning with June I. I propose to givea living
demonstration of that proposition,

.. . The books of mine (since they areall my
own) tell me nothingabout man-made satellites or
intercontinental ballisticmissiles. I am not interest
ed in satellitesof that kind. When I travel intoouter
space. I do not want to keep revolving around the
earth or any other planet. and I willnot becontent
with a short trip to the moon or Mars. although
Venus might have some attraction. When I take that
long trip I am going far beyond interplanetary
space into those celestial regions where are the in
habitants are angels and saints,



The speech continues. building to the inevitable final
farewell:

In the meantime I hopeyou will all have as long
and as happy' a life as I have had with the same
confident expectationof a still betterlife in the fu
ture. If you plan itcorrectly youcan be happy in
time and ineternity. You don't have to be miserable
here in order to be happy there. And if \IOU arc

happy here. you don't have to be mise;able there. I
would hate 10 think so. because I have been \'el)'
happyhereespecially in the lasl past -10 years. And
do youknow. l owe it in large measure to rol l

whoseassociationandcompanionshipwe~ such a
delight to me at the time- and still is in memory. It is
a treasure that I shall can) with me forever.

At this point Sternberg paid special tribute to the
elevenPresidents of Creightonduring his tenure. smaline
out several by name. including then President Father~Carl
Reinert. whoextended"my term beyond the regular time
of my retirement: '

The last hurrah for thegreat professorcould not have
comeeasily:

I have reached the point of ne plus ultra. I can
go no further. I can only assure you again that your
cordiality and friendliness in arranging this testi
monial dinner for me is matched by the depthand
intensity of my gratitude andappreciation.To ex
press this commensurate responw of my heart. I
have at my commend onlya few feeble words. But
I hope and believe that in your kindness vou will
accept them at their full face value, tax free.The
remembrance of this occasion wi ll beun immense
gratification as long as I live,

On May 26. 1l.)5X, Senator Roman Hruska, a for mer
student of Sternberg's. delivered remarkson the Senate
1100r in praise of another"~lr, Chips - Professor
WilliamSternberg. who. for 40 years. taught in [the] col
legeof law." Senator Hruska had reprinted in the
COll/-:/"e.u ional Record the remarksof Dean James Dovle
that were given mthe May 81h testimonial banquet. rkan
Doyle's remarks could stand as an obitual)'. and for pur
poses of this article. the)' will serve as such.

The "long trip" forSternbergcame in Januarv of
1960. when he passed away. three months short'01' his
eightieth birthday.He hadbeen witness to the horseand
buggy days and the nuclear age. His history is thatof the
Creighton Law School and so much more. because.al
though he was a law professor par- excellence. he was a
person fit for the "celestial regions." Dean Dovle's words
provide the epitaph: ..

I cherish theexamplehe has set for all of us a... a
goodteacher. a devout Christian. a modest gentle-

Author's Personal Note
It has been a privilegeand a honor to have re

viewed the Sternberg Papers and to have .... rincn this
article, A storyof Sternberg the scholar would have
appealed to a fewof us interested in such topics as
"the element of hostility in adverse possession" and
"contingent remainders," but it is doubtful that the
audience for such topics would be very large.The
Sternberg Papers gavemethe privilegeof discover
ing Sternberg in allof hi... role!'>. not merelv that of the
law professor-legal scholar-orator. ..

Many persons assisted me in this project and I
"ould like 10 acknowledge theircooperation and
support. FiN and foremost Dean Raful encouraged
me to begin this ventureand supported it every step
of the wa),. Associate Dean Gaskins rendered vatu
able editorial assistance and Paulynn Nunez, Assis
tant to the Dean. assisted in gathering information.
Others at Creighton University .... 00assisted include:
Fr. Neil Cahill. S.1.: Dr, Andreas Gommennann:
staffmembers of theAlumni Records department:
Professor Kay Andrusand the Law Librarv stall:
and the late Fr. Roland Reichmuth, S.1.. U~i\'Crsit\"
Archivist. I am also indebted to those alumni who'
contributed stories for the second ankle.

The real heroes who deserve our salute in the pro
duction of the two Sternberg articles are thoseper
sons primarily responsible for saving the Sternberg
Pa~rs : Alex Br iedis and Robert Q. Kelley. Finally.
I WIsh to acknowledge the cooperation of Neal
Sternberg of Portsmouth. Iowa. nephew of William
Sternberg.who read the manuscript and approved
its contents.

man and an educated man, fie has brought to the
faculty, not simply technical competence in law.
but real wisdom. a keen sense of duty, and com
plete devotion to his work, His position will not be
completely tilled for a long time. if ever. I am sure
that allof you join with me in saluting him and
praying that he may enjoy manyyears of happiness
inour midst.

Although William Sternberg did not enjoy the "many
yearsof happiness" after retirement, thatdoes not mean
that his presence was not felt in future years, So long as
the Creighton Law School exists,his influence will
endure.

IJosb cd pl
Erica Sternbergdiedon October 3. 1986.The executor

of her estate. \Ir, Alex Briedis. along with LawLibrarian
Robert Q. Kelley. was responsible for saving the "Stern
berg Papers," They are in theCreighton Law Library
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A Sternberg Sampler
WilliamSrembergs thiN for knowledge appeared un

quenchable: henoc onlycontinued his education until he
died.he also continued exprecsing hisopinionsof a vari
ety of topics. Someof his personal views areexpressed
here in a Sternberg "sampler,' a glimpseat some of his
man)' writings and sp.-ecbcs.

Odd and End..
Sternberg wrotethai he had eight favorite ...uhjecl'. 

"law. fi terature. an. science.hi'lory. philosophy. religion
and politics:' The Sternberg Paperscontain his hand
written notations on all of these topics- and more. In
addition 10 the topics just mentioned. Sternberg pursued
an interest in foreign languages, By way of example. the
Sternberg Papers contain: (!) a leiter of inquiry from
Sternberg to the professorsof German at Creighton and
the University of Nebraska propounding an "Academic
Question"- "whether . . . you have found any hook on
German grammarwhich recognizes any othercase where
rbe adjectivedoes not agree ingenderwith the noon it
modifies": (2) a memo from Sternberg to Fr. Gregg. in
which a "relieved"Sternberg discovers that in the transla
lion of a Kempis' "lmitation of Christ" (from Larin to
English). the translator acknowledged an error t''dabitur''
\10 rinen as "debctur"), thereby clearing up a mystery that
had bothered Sternberg for sometime.

Tbe Sternberg Papers do not reveal Sternberg as a p0
litical activist. except inconjunction with the "German"
question. In his 11»7 autobiographical snippet for the
chessclub. he notedthat his first vote in a presidential
election was in 1<JO.1. when he voted for William
Jennings Bryan. lie continued:

I still think that vote wasright. but the record of
my subsequent vOIing seems to show that it was an
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evilomen. Never in ill} lifedid I vote for a presi
dentialcandidate thai waselected. (Like 51. John
the Baprist.J wa..a merely ..~ voice cryingout in
the wilderness.")

When the i...sue of woman suffrage arose in Nebraska.
Sternberg clippedsomearticles on this topic from the
WorId- Herald and then penned hisown approach to the
rssue:

The Dilemma
The right of suffrage should be confined either

to men or 10 women. for a bisexual suffrage is irra
tional. as de arly appears fromthe following bit of
reasoning: Either women are better voters than
men. or they 1I0 !. If they are not. then there is no
reason for granting them suffrage: if they arc. then
theyalone should have the right of suffrage. and
men should bedisenfranchised.

(Tbe foregoing might suggest why there is more10 la\lo
than logic: whyallowing a debater 10 state the issue is to
concede the argument).

With regard 10 the statusof women generally.
Sternberg wasa traditionalist - hi-, idea of a woman
"fulfilled" was a womanwhowasa wife andmother. In
1931. he praised certainemerging feminist voices:

I havea greatdeal of tolerance andeven \l.K1lC

measure of sympathy and enthusia..m for that
movement in literature and sociology tending to tbe
exaltationof womanhood. 11 is right. it isgood. it is
uplifting: and woman. glorious woman. is worth)'
of it; shecomes to us from the hand of Godas the
masterpiece of creation.

A complete review of the Sternberg Papers
indicates that the threemost important per
sons in his life werehis wife. hisdaughter.
and hissisterLi..sie.

\tiny of thequotations in the main text of
thisarticle are from Sternberg's dial)' and let
ters: the)' reveal howSternberg faced the truly
important issues of lifeand death. If there are
an)' constantsin his approach. the IW in topics
of faithand family seem10 be hi~ personal
anchors for weathering lhe storms of life.

Legal Vie\4-s
On the academic side.a book could be

written on Sternberg's views on law alone.
\Vhcn it came 10 law. Srembergs former stu
dents mostlikely rememberhim a\ the pro
fessorof propertyor contracts.The Sternberg



Paperscontain notes and articles on these topics. but in
hi... later years. Stembergs hand-vriuen "comments"
tended to focus on 11.'.'0 favorite topics that. to him. were
inextricably linked: con...titurionallaw and jurisprudence.

If Sternberg were to be resurrected today,he would
witness anon-going debate on topics of constitutional
law that he spoke and wrote on: "natural law:' ··..tarede
cisis." and"the nature of the interpretativeprocess."
(Thisdiscussion is taking place in the context of a
Supreme Court nominee.)

With regardto natural rights and the Constitution.
Sternberg had this to say in 1939:

If, then we must lookto the natural law for the
origin of our common law rights. what about our
constitutional rights? It is somet imes said that these
arc created by the constitution. This is a radical
misconception. There may indeed be some that are
created by thecon...titution. hke the right of trial by
jury. butt hese are created merely as onemeans of
protecting a larger and more fundamental right.
Thus. the right or trial byjury is created merely as
one means of protecting the right to a fair (rial for
every accused person. These fundament"] consutu
tional rights are notcreated by the constitution.
The)' arecalled such becausetheyare protected by
theconstitution. For this reason. we refer to the
provisions as "guaranties." They areguaranties of
rightscreated by a more universal law beyond and
aboveall human legislation: rights existent and
most vociferouslyclaimedby our forefathersbe
fore theconstitution was adopted. Thomas
Jefferson formulated the general statement of these
rights for all time to come when. in the Declaration
of Independence. he declared thatall men areem
powered by their Creator with certain inalienable
rights. The conclusion is that constitutional rights
have their origin. not in the constitution. but in the
naturallaw

24 Marquette L. Rev. 7(/939).

The Sternberg Papers contain a comment on Stare
Decisis. dated December 2. I~R:

In his new book. "Individualism and the
EconomicOrder," Friedrich A. Hayek shows that
individual liberty and welfaredepend on theexis
tence of rules. legal and moral. thatcan be under
stood and relied on by mento givebasesof certain
ty to their lives andendeavors- rules. which
above allenable men to distinguish between mine
and thine.

Pragmatists. po..itivists. pseudo-real ists. and
champions of the administrative process scorn the
doctrine of Stare Decisis andprefer a "flexible
logic" consciously beni to serve and se'c-ure a pre
conceivedobjective. This preference for a "fle xible

logic" thatcan be bent and twi..ted to achieve any
desired result is well exemplified in President
Roosevelt's vetomessage to Congress whenhe re
turned the Walter-Logan Bill of 19-W.

Part of our trouble has come from a misunder
standing: of thedoctrine. Twothingsareequal ly
..tupid: to disregard precedent entirelyand to fol
low it blindly. The doctrine does not call for either
one of these ..rupidiries.

Moreover, an indiscriminating disregardof the
doctrine isespecially vicious in constitutional
cases. If thecourt in othercases makes a wrong de
cision. it can be corrected by legislation: hut an
error in the interpretation of the constitution can be
corrected only by the more difficult process of con
stitutional amendment.

On the subjects of judicial review andconstitutional in
terpretation, Sternbergcommented:

An argument based on the authority of "our
forefathers" is certainly cnntledto great respec t.

"1\'0 th i n~s are equally stupid:

to disregardprecedent entirely

and tofollow it blindly,"

hut there arequite a number of points in the general
philosophy of government and political economy
in which my convictionsarc quite contrary to those
of Washington. Franklin. Madison. Hamilton and
Jefferson.

[When the United StatesSupreme Court de
clares a ..tatute unconsututional.l the Courtdocs
not determine whether the statute is sound econom
ically. politically, or socially. It passes no opinion
on thedesirability of the legislation in question.
Neither doc's it lie within the province of thejudges
to revisetheConstitution by reading into it their
own political theories or those of the party in
power. Their sole responsibility is to determine
whether the Constitutionand the statute can stand
together harmoniously If a careful comparison
shows that they are in conflict. all thc court can do
is to make an official declaration to that effect ...
If it did anything else. the Constitution would no
longer be the supreme lawof the land.

what docs a judgedo when he "interprets" the
Constitution? Pritchett says: "according to the
myth. interpretation of theconstitution was not a
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wriucn by a German bishop and IWO Benedictine monks.
and acknowledgedtheir influence:

How doe s one achieve happiness'! Is it possible to
achieve on this earth"? Sternbergaddressed these issues as
follows:

[The world] is a part of God\ own handiwork
in which he hasprovidedabundant sources of hap
piness for Thosewho fashion theirlives in accor
dance with some ideal worthy of the wonderful
faculties whichhe has endowed our human nature.

. . . [T]he ideal I proJX)SC for yourconsideration
is thatof culture in union with religion. Those who
bearsteadfast allegiance 10 this ideal will some
come forth from the valley of tears intothe land of
sunshine andgladness. Without fora moment los
ing sighl of their ulumute destiny. they will find the
means of making this life interesting andbeautiful.

. . . you will find .. . the best means of meeting
every emergency, Wherever you will go it will in
rensify your pleasureandgiveyou strength 10 sus
lainyour sorrow. If pursued with sincerity andper
severance. it will ultimately disclose to you the
secretof successful living. With culture to enlight
en you and religion to direct and strengthen you.
you will not become the victim of inordinate pas
sion: you will not become the slaveof habit. You

[From Bishop Keppler's bo ok I. I took a cue .
and after that laid greater emphasison happiness
in this world 'IS an clementof successfulliving.

[T [hc illuminating and inspiring discussion of
the spiritual life which I found in these books [by
the Benedictine monks] impressed on me in anex
traordinary waythe old. familiar truth that no man
can live a successful life without religion. I there
fore found it necessary to change my lecture agai n
so as 10 leave a larger space for religion as an im
portant factor in the problem of successful livi ng.

The answer is simple. Men do nottake the path
that leads to happiness. They pursue devious ways
fraught with danger anddisaster. They spend their
energies in pursuit of a phantom. They follow the
popular way of fame. fortune and pleasure.

Sternberg then discussedat length thetwo pillarsof sue
cessfulliving - the "charmofculture" and rhe "necessi
ty of religion." In thisunion. according to Sternberg.

Sternberg then discussed a thesis heavilyemphasizedby
SI.Thomas Aquinas: the "unquenchable desire for happi
ness'tt hat God has placed in everysoul. This goal.
STernberg staled. eludes man 's "eager grasp."After pos
ing the question. "Why is it?". the response is given:

., M endo not takethepath

that leadsto happiness.

They pursuedeviousways fraught

withdanger and disaster."

Originally. I called [thisspeech] "The Beauty of
Life." because it maintained the thesis that.
notwithstanding the fallennature of man. he still
has withi n himthe capacity,with ever ready assis
lance of divine grace.10 rise abovethe material
surroundings into tluu brighter and glorious ..vorld
of truth and beauty. I have never abandoned that
conviction . ..

Atthi s point Sternberg referred10 books he had read

ta,," allowing of individual interpretation or judicial
discretion." There is no such myth. There never
was and never can be. for the simple reason that
every interpretation of theConstitution must be
doneby an individual and is therefore an "individ
ual interpretation." And this individual must usc his
owndiscretion. lf hc did nor use his own discre
tion. whose discretion would he use'! If any judge.
in interpreting the Constitution. did more than "de
clareand apply the law: ' it would be legislation
and it would beex post factolegislation . Inseeking
10 castdiscredit on the interpretative process by
which the Court seeks 10 avoid such ex post facto
legislation. Pritchett calls it the "yardstick theory"
of constitutional interpretation .. .
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The Secret OfSIll·l·~ssfll l l , i \i nJ:

Reference was made in the text 10 a 1939 speech that
STernberg referred to as "my favorite talk .. . the oldest of
my lectures ... fi fteen years [in the making]." This
speech. titled "The Secretof Successful Living." is
Sternberg's personal philosophy stutemer u: it contains his
personal credo that sustained himduring the following
twenty yearsof his life. In this speech it is not William
Sternberg the lawyer speaking: it is William Sternberg the
phitosophcr-theologian.

The ancient philosopher Tells us "the unexamined life
is not worth living." Afterreading of the life of Will iam
Sternberg. I hope that you will conclude with me that
William STernberg's life was well worth living. And now.
inconclusion. areselected portions of the good profes
sor's "favorite talk":
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~ ill remain ItIt.' captainof yourown soul and lhe
master of yourown destiny,

In speaking of culture .. . 1do not meanmerely
rbe accumulation of know ledge. ... I include in
thai term especially IwOthings: a keen mindand a
refinedtaste. Suchculture ... hring~ within the
field of our comprebensionthe ~ hole rangeof
human experience. With ib aid we enter ea~ily into
the thought of the philosopher. the vision of the
poet, and ec...laS)' of the saint. . .. Culture i., for ev
eryonean open sesame to the threefold kingdom of
beauty as it i" revealed in nature. in art. and in the
-oul of man.

And when I speak of nature here, 1do nor refer
merely 10 the marvels of mountain scenery. to the
splendor of the southern seas,or to the grandeur
thaI may greet the view of the traveler in far away
lands. I refer ruther 10 the scenes Ih:LIcome within
our common observation 10 the cubtlccharmof na
lureas it is revealed in hills and valleys. in grows
and meadow.., in silverclouds 'II noon and moonlit
~k ie~ at night. ... The poetess IElizabeth Barrel
Browningl say c

Eanh i, crammed ....uh Heaven
t\ nd C\ CI) common hthh enre .... ith Gild
BUTonly he ....hosee, Likes off hi, ,ht"'....

In the same way .... e may findmuch of the di
vine in the vast realmof art. "here gcniu-, exercise,
il'" godlike function of creaung forms of beauty for
the uplifting anddelight of everycultivated mind..
. . An inall the infinite varietiesof its forms is the
mark and measure of our civilizauon. We may mul
lipl)' our mechanical convenience until it no longer
involve.. an)' physical exertion. but whatlends dig
nityand beauty 10 human existence is 110t speedof
locomotionor air- conditioned palaces, bUI rather a
responsiveness 10 the appeal of art. When art de
clines. civilization decays...

II i, veryd ear. however, Ihatsuch culture
h. purely mental. IIaffects only the intcl
leer. II may indeed qualify us in the
republicof letters but IIOl in
the Kingdom of God. In
that realm it i... the
will rhat quah-

,
"

lieo;. not the intellect. Therefore. if culture i-, to call
worthily for our best effort. it may be in-cparably
united wit h religious faith . Experiencedemon 
stratcs that howeverfineand complete yourculture
may be, unless it bas the ...aving grace of religion. it
iv vanity. The more you -eek it.tbe more it degep
crates unto a kindof self-worship. But for those
~ bo-e culture i ~ redeemed by a finn faith in a per
'>(II1al God, there i" a Iightlhal illumines their ~ay
and ..ave, them from the egoccrunc tendency of a
purely mental culture. Though years may P.M. in
their soul-, they remain forever young. The)' grow
in mental strength and gradually r i-c intoworlds of
truth and beauty, of whoseexistence they had never
dreamed ...

Aher a uiwusvionof "t wo of the most widespread errors
in mod ern philosophy" (the two "fallacies" of"Adversity
is an unnuugated evil" and "Disregard of Supernatural
Motive"), Sternberg concluded withremarks that reflect
rhivpersonal credo:

Thi... then, ladies and gentlemen. i... the thought
thai I would leave wuh you today: thai all wi-eand
all gt·...J Creatorha-, given u... the means through
culture and religion. not only 10 in...ureour eternal
salvation. hut also 10 embelli-h and beautify this
earthly lifeof ourv, We have it withinour pow er 10

mount the ladderof perfection and nevercease in
our progress toward that better intellectual and
cpiritualhfe .... hicb should grow moreand more in
teresung. moreand more beautiful. as we advance
in )"l'a'" and are chastened in life's great struggle.
We have but to remember that the glor)' of our
human nature lies in its endowment of intellect and
will and that by thedevelopment of the one and the
strengthening of theother, we moveconstantl y for
ward 10thai good and happy lift: so acceptable in
theeyes of God and man.

Dl'O Gratias.

"
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Thealumni and friends of theCreighton University School of Law who generously
supported the 1990-91 Annual Fund will he recognized, aseveryyear, in the University
HOllar Roll of Donors, published in November. We payspecial tribute here to those
donors who are charter members of our support groups, theDean's Club, Sponsors,
and Associates, which started last fall. Giftsof $100-$249 (Associates), 5250-$499
(Sponsors), and$500andmore (Dean's Club) which were unrestrictedanddesignated
specificallyto the School of Laware recognized on these twopages. It is because of
these types of giftsto the Annual Fund that wearc able to have thewonderful programs
you read about in the pages of this magazine,

We thank allof our donors whosupported us in I99(}'91 , and we hope ouralums and
friends willcontinue to support theSchool of Law in the future. Please takea moment
now to usethe attached envelope andenroll in the 199 1-92 support group program, We
hope wecan print yourname in thissection next year. Thank you from allof us at
Creighton LawSchool!
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Professor Rodney Shkolnick sends a
special noteof thanks to his former
students and other friends for their
kind letters and calls following the ar
ticle in the last Creighton Lawyer.
"Your friendship andconsideration are
whatmake my lifeat Creightonespe
cially meaningful and worthwhile."

1936
PETER ~IARCHETTI is of counsel
with Brashear & Ginn in Omaha.
Nebraska.

19~ 1

JOH:'\ J. WA CIITER, a former FBI
agent. now investigates kidnappings and
terrorist activities in Latin America for in
surance compames.

1948
fL\RVEY nURSTEI~ reti red as
Corporate DirectorSafety/Security and
Staff Attorney for Data General
Corporation, westborrow, Massachusetts.
andwas appointed Visiting Professor of
Security at Northeastern University
College of Criminal Justice, Boston,
Massachusetts.

1951
TIIO:\IAS R, IlUR KEof Omaha.
Nebraska. received the 1991
Humanitarian Award presented by the
National Conference of Christians and
Jews and the National Catholic
Educational Association's prestigious
Presidential Award given for outstanding
leadership in Catholiceducation.

1952
ElJGEJ\E DE:"'D1;\;GER of Sewickley,
Pennsylvania, retired fromConsol idated
Natural Gas.

:\IAYI"ARD S. TEI,IlJ\ER of Council
Bluffs, Iowa, was elected to the Board of
Governors of the Iowa State Bar
Association and wasappointed to a panel
formed by the Iowa SupremeCoun to
studyracial and gender prejudice within
the state's court system.

1953
PHYLLIS ~1. HECK was elected a
Fellow of the Nebraska State Bar
Foundation.

;'\fORMA:" BLOCH is mayor of
Morristown. New Jersey.

195~

DR. HERBERT S. IJE:"EI\ IlERG is a
syndicated columnist for CBS.

KE;'\f~ ETH SACKS of Council Bluffs,
Iowa. was named to the United States
Arbitration & Mediation of Iowa's tort
and commercial panel of mediators.

1955
J.UIES 1.,\:,\(;00:'11 of Omaha,
Nebraska. retired from thepractice of
law.

1956
THE HOl'(lRAIlU: EL\ IER \1.
GUN UERSOI': is a seniorjustice on the
Nevada Supreme Court . He is also a pro
fessor of lawat Southwestern LawSchool
in Los Angeles wherehe teaches Civi l
Procedureand Administrative Law.

1957
~OR\IA~ F,IlRAllSllA\\', LISA C.
LEWIS, '77, CA ROLYNA. ROTHERY.
'78, ROBERT E, ZIELINSKI, '82, and
DOROTHY ~l TURACH. '84 opened a
law office inOmaha,Nebraska.

JOH\I :\lILLEI{ of Blair. Nebraska. is
with the Omaha Development
Corporation.

1959
JOSEPH :\'1CNA.\lARA, J R.•president
of Sccuritv Land Title Company of
Omaha. was elected presidentof the Land
Title Association of Nebraska.

1960
.-LOYD VIRAN"T is associated with
Draugulis & Ashton in Plymouth,
Michigan.

1962
.lOll:" L. BAKER. of Bethesda,
Maryland,retired as presidentof the
National AirportOwners and Pilots



Association. hut will continue to be on
the board.

19tH
VI~CEI'iT J . HORl\"•.IR.. is work ing
for the Department of Justice.
Environmental Enforcement Section. in
Denver. Colorado.

1967
~lATT RERES of Fairfax. Virginia. was
promoted to the rank of Colonel in the
Army Reserves. He commands a legal de
tacbment supporting the National Guard
Bureau at the Pentagon.

1968
FRA~K C. HEI:\'ISCH of Geneva,
Nebraska. wasappointed by the Nebraska
Supreme Court to the Disciplinary
Review Board.

HOWARD P.0I.S0~.JR.•of
Scottsbluff, Nebraska. was elected a
Fellow in the Nebraska State Bar
Foundation.

RONA LD K. PARSO~AGE joinedthe
Omaha law finn of Dixon & Dixon.

RONA LD L. STASKIEWICZ of
Omaha. Nebraska. opened a restaurant
called Sraskiewicz's of Omaha.

1969
JA~IES ~1. BAUSCH is a Fellow of the
American College of Trial Lawyers. Mr.
Bausch is a partner in the Lincoln.
Nebraska f irm of Cline. Williams.
Wright. Johnson & Oldfather and ischair
of thecommitteeplanning Nebraska's
first Bench/Bar Conference.

TH01\tAS ~1. KE~:\"EY of Omaha.
Nebraska. the Douglas County Public
Defender. received the Harry Truman
Award for his outstanding public service.

1970
JOH~ J. GEORGE was named
President of the Santa Clara County Trial
Lawyers Association in SanJose.
Cal ifornia. He specializes in plaintiff 's
personal injurycases andalso serves as a
Superior Court Judge ProTem.

1971
I)F::\"ZEL R. BUSICK of Grand Island.
Nebraska, waselected to a six-year term
on the Nebraska State Bar Association
Executive Council.

RICHARD P. , 1CC;UIR.: of
Mil waukee. Wisconsin. is in solo prac
tice.

THE llO~ORABLE WILLIAM B.
ZASTERA of Nebraska City, Nebraska.
wasappointed Second Judicial District
CountyJudge in Nebraska.

1972
I)AVI D L.IIEFFLI:\G ER of Omaha.
Nebraska. was elected a Fellow in the
Nebraska State Bar Foundation .

RICIIARD L. KARR of w ebster City.
Iowa. is a member of the Iowa State Bar
Association Board of Governors.

.Il"I)(;E T"1OTHY C. IIA CE of
Wexford, Pennsylvania, wasappointed
administrative lawjudge in the Health
and Human Services Department for the
Social Security Administration in
Pittsburgh. Pennsylvani a.

KE:\:\"ETH E. TYI,ER of Omaha.
Nebraska, is chiefdeputy county attorney
for the Ponawattamic County Attorney's
office in Iowa.

JAMES D. VIEREGG of Phoenix.
Arizona. was included in the 1991-92 edi
tion of The Best Lawyers illAmerica.

1973
MAJOR THO\IAS J. llU;IlA l. E.
JR., received the Omaha Bar Association
Public Service Award at the Law Day
Lunch. He received the award forhis gen
erous donation of time. talent. and energy
in providing assistance and support 10
Nebraska reservists activated during
Operation Desert Shield, and their fami
lies.

CHARl. ES O. FORREST of Omaha,
Nebraska. is a partner with Polack,
Woolley & Forrest.

THOMAS E HOARTY, JR., of Omaha,
Nebraska. joined ROBERT C. MC
GOWAN. JR., '75. in thepracticeof law
forming the law firm of McGowan &
Hearty in Omaha.

))()t:(; I.AS S. I,ASH of Blair. Nebraska.
is associated with the law finn of Brown
& Brown in Omaha.

STEPIIE:\" P. (),~IEA RA of
Shenandoah. Iowa. is an Assistant U. S.
Attorney for the Southern District of
Iowa.

JOH:\' II. PEETZ, III, is President of
Shaffer Trucking. Inc. in New Kingston,
Pennsylvania.

1974
STEPHE:\, COI.LI:"JS, a public defend
er for Maricopa County in Phoenix,
Arizona. argued the Ari:olla \'. Fulminate
case before the United Slates Supreme
Court. The much-publicized Courtdeci
sion ordered in new trial forCollins'
client.

TI ~I ELLSWORTfI of Omaha,
Nebraska. is in private practice.

.IA.\1ES S. JA~SE:\" was elected
Douglas County Attorney in Omaha.

PALL V. ~ICCARTE;\ of Alexandria,
Minnesota. is practicing law with the finn
of Tillitt. McCarten. Johnson &
Drummond Ltd., specializing in personal
injury.He isalso on the Minnesota Trial
Lawyers Association Board.

PATRICK R. ~ICDER~I( )TT of Gr:\II t.
Nebraska, wasappointed Hayes County
Attorney.

,\IICHAEL A. ;\ ELSE:"Il is chairman
elect of the Nebraska Urban League in
Omaha, Nebraska.

1975
Hl:GH L. KE:"~Y of Cheyenne,
Wyoming, is with the Attorney General's
Office Tort Litigation Department for the
state of Wyoming.
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ROIlERT C. m :(: OWA:", JR" of
Omaha. Nebraska. hasjoined THOMAS
F. HOARTY. JR. '73 in the practice of
law forming the law finn of McGowan &
Hoany.

(. REe; A, PETER~lA\ of South L ike
Tahoe. California. is vice- president of
human resources for Heavenly Valley, a
ski resort in South LakeTahoe.

)):\ :"11-:1. S. RE\'~OLl)S served as
Interim Dean at Northern Illinois Law
School.

1976
RICHARD L. ,\)lIj DERSOl'\ is a share
holder in the Omaha finn of Croker.
Huck.. Kashef. Lanphier, Dewitt &
Anderson. P,c.

Pm/e.uor Shkolnid and Professor Culhane
1/twxl /99/ Law GradAlan E. Garrett.

PAll. (:. Cl.EARYof ButTalo. New
York. is a partner withO'Connell &
Cleary in Clarence. New York.

:\IIC tlAEI. 1.. .I01INSO:"i of Grand
Island. Nebraska. received the"Shining
Light" award from the Nebraska Stale
Bar Foundation. The award is an :1(; 

knowledgemcm of outstanding legal re
search.

'f IRIA' . L1~n.\.EI ER. Assistant
General Counsel for the Corps of
Engineers in Omaha, Nebraska. received
theGeorge Wolfe Koonce Award as the
Corps' Outsumding Attorney of the Year,
the highest honorary award. for legal
achievement and professional perfor
mance.

,10

TIImlAS c. rROIIASKAof Omaha.
Nebraska. is a personal In...t officer with
NOJV,-cst Bank.

FRA~CIS '1. S' IITHof \Vestfield.
New Jersey. has opened the lawoffice of
Hoyt & Smith in Morristown. New
Jersey. where he specializes in personal
injury litigation.

1977
URI AS L. CA' IPnELL was named a
partner in the firmof Bradshaw. Fowler.
Proctor & Fairgrave in Des Moines. Iowa.

RICH,\RD A. CARSTE:\S of Elkhorn.
Nebraska. joined the CPA finn of
Frankel.Zacbaria. Nissen & Stamp in
Omaha as tax manger.

WAI.TER (;RI FFITIIS is the pan
ner heading the corporate group at
theOmaha finn. Kutak. Rock &
Campbell.

'JARY C. (;RYVA of Omaha,
Nebraska. formed the partnership of
Frante & Gryva.

nO~ALI) W, KLEI:\ E of Omaha.
Nebraska. was appointed Chief
Deputy County Attorney for
Douglas County.

I.IS:\ C. I.EWIS openeda lawoffice in
Omaha. Nebraska with l";OR ~1AN F.
BRADSHAW. '57. CAROLYN A.
ROTHERY. '78. ROBERT E. ZIELlNS·
KI. ' 82,und DOROTHY M.TUBACH,
'84.

TIIO\ IAS M. POLT of Rochester,
Minnesota. was promoted to president
and chiefoperating officer for Access
Plus, Inc.. a regional long distance carrier
in Rochester.

R,U: A~~ SCH\ IITZ is the managing
uuorney of the ScottsbluffOffice of
Western Nebraska Legal Services.

1\-IARY SOKOI.OVSKE of Sioux City.
lowa. wasappointed Assistant Public
Defender for Woodbury County in Sioux
City,

'IARY CAJ\~O~ VEEIl of Hinsdale.
Illinois. joinedtheChicago office of
Sedgwick. Detert. Moran & Amold.

197M
A~S U CAPARROS is vice-president
secretary. and general counsel for John
Deere Insurance in Moline. Illinois.

)) EA~ I;OR~EY of Alliance. Nebraska.
was electedActivities Chairfor the Box
BUlle County Bar Association.

I.AII'RE\CE D. GE~ Il I. I:R of
Papillion. Nebraska, was recognized by
the Omaha Jaycees as amongTen
Outstanding Young Ornahans.

THO:\It\S .l. .J E~KI~S of Omaha.
Nebraska. waspromoted to associate gen
eralcounsel with Mut ual of Omaha.

CHRISTOPHER I.H : has a private
practice in San Francisco. Californ ia. He
practices in debtor-creditor relations,
bankruptcy. and insolvency matters.

.JU)ITH OWE~S of Benkelman.
Nebraska. wasappointedas the attorney
representativeof the Nebraska Certificate
of Need Review Commiuee.

CAROI.\'~ A. ROTIIERYopened a
lawoffice in Omaha, Nebraska with
NORMAN F. BRADSHAW, '57, LISA
C. LEWIS '77, ROIlERT E. ZIELI~SK I.

'82. and DOROTHY M. TUBACH. 'K-I.

1979
DAYLE D, DEARUU Rn ' was honored
for her outstandingefforts with ProKids
inCincinnati, Ohio. In nine years heref
forts reducedby half the number of nc
glected and dependentchildren in the
Hamilton County child welfare system.

m:~~ls HESI>RICKSO~ is working
in the United States Attorney's Office in
SiouxCity, Iowa.

MICHAEL KROCII:\'I,\ LNY was pro
moted to Director of Grants & Contracts
Administration for theConnecticut
Department of Motor Vehicles.



SlEl'IIE~ W.lI.A.I.EE of Aiea.
Hawaii. has formed the partnership of
Ching & Lee.

RITA I.. ~l ELGAIU:'S of Omaha.
Nebraska. delivered a keynote address at
the seventh annual Women of Color
Conference.

KATIIRY l\ HOE ~1OR(;A~. former
Assistant Dean of the Creighton
University 1..;.1'0"School. was named direc
torof policy for the Agency for
International Development in
Washington. D.C.

I>EA~ PAWLOWIC is an Associate
Professor, School of Law. Texas Tech
University, Lubbock. Texas and of coun
sel. Kutak. Rock & Campbell . Omaha.
Nebraska.

ROHERI' I.. SCIIELL of Carrol lion.
Texas. accepted a position with FAi\1CO
Services. Inc.. in Dallas in the litigation
department.

19xn
JA:\IES I). nE~A K joined the Chicago
officeof Jenner & Block as a partner in
uunsporuuion law.

ROY W. UERWICK of Covington.
Kentucky, was promoted to Major in the
United Stales Anny and is a Professor of
MilitaryScience at Northern Kentucky
University.

TII():\l AS FER(;US():'l ofWaterloo.
Iowa. is the County Attorney for Black
Hawk County.

RICH,I RIl .I. IIAUTZI~GER of
Omaha. Nebraska. was promoted to
General Attorney with Union Pacific.

DE~ISE 1111 .1. of Omaha. Nebraska, is
chair of the women and the Law Section
of the Nebraska Slate Bar Association,

GAYLA (LEE) FI.ETCIIER of Omaha.
Nebraska. introduced Justice Harry
Blackman at the EighthCircuit Judicial
Conference in Colorado Springs,

~l l\1n' J EWELL. a trust officcr ut

Firm er Bank in Omaha. rec eived the
Cathedral High School llugh A. Wichert
Business Excellence Award. presented to
a member of the business community
who "exemplifies business excellence
through a commitment in her faith. per
soual, and professional lives,"

R()r\'ALI) (,. KEISER of Omaha.
Nebraska. is doing contract work for Blue
Cross & Blue Shield.

DE:\~ IS 1'. 1.[ [ of Omaha. Nebraska. is
a partnerin the law finn of Silverman.
1...l.'C &. Crounse.

PIIIl.lP .J AY :\ICCARTIIY of
Flagstaff. Arizona. is practicing law with
the finn of Hufford. Horstman.
~kCullough & Mongir u.

~t1C1{,\EL .: SCAHILL is associated
with the finn of Cassem. Tierney. Adams.
Gotch & Douglas in Omaha. Nebraska.

J EA~~E \1. Sll l. L1VA~ of
Maplewood. New Jersey. is the Director
for Venture Capital GroupOlivetti ill
New York City,

19XI
.1011:\ W. A:\t1CK of Lincoln.
Nebraska. was appointed District Office
Manager for United States Congressman
Doug Bercuter in Lincoln.

U1 AI\E CA)\IGU A CORTESE of
Urbandale. fowa. was promoted to coun
sel and is an officer of the Central Life
Assurance Company in Des Moines.
Iowa.

:\IARl ' At\N LL: RY of Omaha.
Nebraska. accepted a position with the
Union Pacific legal department.

.\ IICIIAEI. )I CDO)\OU;1I is a partner
in the lawfinn of Moyer & Bergman in
Cedar Rapids. Iowa.

CARi\IEN K. .\lAURER, of Lincoln.
Nebraska. was named an assistant general
counsel for the Universityof Nebraska.

DA~ IEL H. ~IAY of Colorado Springs.
Colorado. is the Chief Deputy District
Anomey for EI Paso County.

DA"II) E. SLATTERY owns and oper
ates the David E. Slattery Co.. a real es
tate development. consulting. and man
agement finn in Omaha.

19X2
EDWARD W. BJOR~STr\D of Irwin.
Iowa. is an a..sociate with the Peterson
Law Finn in Council Bluffs. Iowa.

I\. E:\ l E, FtORO~1 wasappointed by
Governor Nelson to the 131h Judicial
District bench in North Platte. Nebraska.

ROHERT :\1. GO\, ()ERIM;ER is a
shareholder in the Omaha fi nn of Croker.
Huck, Kasher. Lanphier. DeWitt &
Anderson. P,c.

nA~I EL HARRIS. JR.•was named to
general counsel. Iirigation al Mutual of
Omaha and is chair of the Urban League
of Nebraska Board of Directors.

~IARY KLJIlFEL KlUlCII EK is di
recting the Paralegal Program at Casper
College in Casper. Wyoming, She also
teaches for the Women's Studies
Division.

n OU ;LAS S. OUM I\. EK was promot
ed 10 vice-president of the Trust Division
at Firs'Fier Financial. Inc.. in Omaha.
Nebraska.

JA:\IES SIVElnS of 51. Louis.
Missouri, started anexecutive recruiting
linn in 51. Louis.

ROHERT E. ZIEUSSKI opened a law
office in Omaha. Nebraska with NOR
\IAN F. BRADSHAW, '57, LISA C.
LEWIS '77. CAROLYN A, ROTHERY,
'78 aod IXlROTilY \1. TUBACH, '&I,

19X.1
FREDRICK H. BAn;S, of Chicago.
Illinois. is a partner in the law firm of
Bell, Boyd & Lloyd.

.1 1



IM\'IIJ A. Bl.AGG is a partner in the
Omaha fi nn of Cassem. Tierney. Adams.
Gotch & Doug las.

'lARK I). r REDERIKSE:\ is a partner
of the finn Zarley. :\IcKee. Thomte.
Voorhees & Sease in Omaha. Nebraska.

1I11.1.1A'1 t". 'ICCROY, JR" of
Kansas City. Missouri. is an a...sociate
with the law finn of Levy & Craig.

,\ IICHAEL A. O'QUI'i'i of
McDonough. Georgia. is a partner with
Barnhart. O'Quinn & williams in
Atlanta. Georgia.

J EFn:RYT. PEETZ of Columbus.
Nebra..ka. is a shareholder in the law fi nn
cfTessendorf Milbourn. Fehringer.
Stilmock & Pee tz. P.e.

\,J}{GI:\IA ILA' W, T110\lAS of
washington. D.C.. waspromoted to
Deputy Assi..tant Secretary for
Congressional and Imergovemmcntal
Affairs at the Department of Labor,

STI-]) f1 E~ II.SHAPIRO of Littleton.
Colorado. joinedthe Denver officeof
~lcKenna & Cuneoas a senior litigation
associate.

CHAKU :S R. WALKER of Omaha.
Nebraska. was named execuuve vice
presidentof First National Bank of
Omaha. and will also serveas the chair
man of the audit and new prod ucts COIll

minces and headof the management
training program.

191>1
J ILL K. ,\ CKER\ IA:"" of Omaha.
Nebraska. is Chair of the Nebraska
Federal Practice Committee and presided
at the Nebraska Federal Practice ~ tecting
at the Eighth Circuit Judicial Conference
in Colorado Springs.

IlEHORAIi U 'i 'iER HORSI'iGER
of Boonton. New Jersey, is working for
Hoechst Celanese. Co. in Chatem. New
Jersey.
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JERRY E ( Or FEY is employed as
Regional Counsel for Aquila Energy
Corporation in Omaha. Nebraska.

SVSA;\ \1. CO:\ ROYof Council
Bluffs. Iowa. isan associate auomey with
the Kraschel Law Finn.

HO:\ ..\I.I) G. FURLOW of Omaha.
Nebraska. has become full partnerin the
finn Schmid.MO(l~Y & Frederick.

CIIIUSTOPIi ER KORST of Wichita.
Kansas. was promoted to Director of
Legislative Affairs for Rent-A-Center.
Inc.

CYNTlIIASUJlER LA'IB ERTof
Omaha. Nebraska. joinedOmaha
Property & Casualty where she handles
environmental claims.

IJE'i ISE T1IO\rn: ,I,\ZO UR of
Omaha. Nebraska. is an associate at
Zarle y, \1cKee. 1ltomle. Voorhees and
Fease.

RICHARD E ~·I-:I ...lojO:\ of Chicago.
Illinois. is a partner in the Chicago-based
law finn of Rooks. Pius and Poust.

DOROTHY ~1. Tl"IlACIi opened a law
office in Omaha. Nebraska with NOR
MAI' F. BRADSHAW. '57. LISAC.
LEWIS '77,CAROLYN A, ROTH ERY,
'78 and ROBERT E. ZIELINSKI. '82.

191'15
IRL R. CAR.\ l EA:\ is ofcounsel to the
finn of Frost and Meyers inOmaha.
Nebraska.

\IARK CR I \I 'II~S is a partner with
the finn of Bennett. Wilke & Crimmins in
FOil Dodge. Iowa.

LOISJ, F.ISHER GREGORYof
Takoma Park. Mal')land. joined the
Commodity FuturesTradingCommission
in Washington. D.C.. as attorney-adviser,

R08ERT J. GREGORYof Takoma
Park. Marylandleft private practice [0

join the Equal Employment Opportunity

Commission in Washington. D.C.. as an
appellan tlitigator.

m :BORAII J. 'ICKEO:\ 1-: waxap
pointed chiefcounsel.Department of
Housing and Urban Development in the
Omahaoffice.

T RACY C. ;\ I-: IGHRORS of Redmond.
washington. was promoted to internation
al tax. manager for Microsoft Corporation
in Redmond.

STEVES T. l\OLA~ has hisown prac
tice in Colorado Springs. Colorado.

.JAC()U .I.I)ETERS of Council B lu IT~ .

Iowa. wac awarded the Boss of the Year
award by members of the Pouawattamic
County Association of Legal Secretaries.

.\n(IIAn. E. PII-:PEK of Wayne.
Nehra..ka. iva partner with aids & Ensz.

SCOTT H. TlIAYERof Pittsburgh.
Pennsylvania. accepted a position with
the H.J . Heinl Company in Pittsburgh.
where he specializes in foodlaw and
trade regulations.

FREDERICK W. WEJI)I:\GER i\
working for Peter Kiewit Sons. Inc.. in
Omaha. Nebraska.

1986
1',\,\11-:1.1\ BLOCH is an associate with
Stehlik & VanSanl in Omaha. Nebraska.

TI\I<HIIY .\1. HYR:" E joined thestaff
of the Gay and Lesbian Community
Action Council in Minneapolis in the po
sition of Legal Advocate.

J.U IES E. CRAWFORD. I\'. .....as pro
motedto Controller and Financial
Analyst for SitelCorporation in Omaha.
Xeb.....ska.

' IARYJA:\E E<; R of Arlington.
Virginia.accepted a position as attorney
with the Federation of Tax. Administrators
in Washington. D.C.

KnJ.Y WI:\G GREGORY of Omaha.
Nebraska. was promoted to manager of



Client Services for Wats Marketing of
America.

TERESA C. KOPRIVA of Chicago.
Illinois. is associated with the lawfirm of
Qucrrey & Harrow in Chicago.

\I ARK A. MARCEU.US of Hudson.
Iowa. was appointed an assistant trust of
ficer for the Waterloo Savings Bank.

CHARLES E, POl.K . JR .•of St. Louis.
Missouri. joined the law firm of Husch.
Eppenberger. Donohue. Comfeld &
Jenkin... as an associate in the litigation
department.

LARRY D. SCIIUCHT of Beaverton.
Oregon. is associated with Steel. Rivas.
Boley. Jones & Grey in Portland.

JHFREY L. TIIO\IA S of Omaha.
Nebraska. is associated withthe law fi rm
of Mcfiill. Gorsdincr, Workman & Lepp.

J I\.\IES C. WILI.IS is an associate with
Pollak & Hicks in Omaha. Nebraska.

1987
BETSY ~ICCOY nE~E I>I CT is asso
ciated with the firm of Stanford R.
Soloman. P.A. of Tampa. Florida, practic
ing primarily in thearea ofcommercial
litigation.

WESLEY S. DODGE formed a partner
...hip with Mark Cohen in Omaha.
Nebra...ka.

.\ tARTl r'\ E. FREmEL of Omaha.
Nebraska. is vice-president. secretary. and
general counsel of ~1 idAmerican

CommunicationsCorp.

)):\~IEL F. U~DS:\Y of Omaha.
Nebraska. was appointed a trust officer at
First National Bank of Council Bluffs.
Iowa.

'tARK R. :\ICK.:O:\ E of Cozad.
Nebraska. is an associate attorney with
the Hart Law Office. P.c.

TERESA A. O·UR. IEN opened her own
luw office in SiouxCity. Iowa,

\\' I LUA~l 'I. O' LEARYof Butte.
Montana. is associated with the law firm
of Corette, Pohlman. Allen. Black &
Carlson.

URIA~ P.5A1'0 :\ E of Omaha.
Nebraska. started the partnership of
Sapone & Smith.

.\ IARK A. WEm:R of Omaha.
Nebraska.joined the firm of Wallcntinc.
O'Toole. McQuillan & Gordon.

1988
P.u tEL \ ,\ . CAR of Omaha. Nebraska.
an associate of the law finn of Mcfiowan
& Hear ty, was cited by the Omaha
Jaycees as among Ten Outstan ding Young
Omahans.

IlARREl\ R. CARI.SO:\ of Omaha.
Nebraska. joinedWallcntine, OToole.
~1cQu i llan & Gordon.

'lARK C flARU:SO~ of Chadron.
Nebraska. is the Dawes County Attorney.

K,\Y DA~IEI. of Omaha. Nebraska.
joined the Douglas County Anomey's
Office in the juvenilesection.

STEVE:"I' M. DEI,,\:\EY of Bellevue.
Nebraska. joined the firm of Hascall.
Jungers & Garvey and i ~ the Deputy
Public Defender for Sarpy County.

ca :OFF HAI.L joined the firm of Kelley
& Lehan in Omaha. Nebraska.

ROBERT (J.KEI.LY. JR . is with
Empire Fire & Marine Insurance
Company in Omaha. Nebraska.

EI.IZAIlH Il KI~~E\' KUMPF of
Columbus. Nebraska.joined the law firm
ofGrant. Rogers. Maul & Grant.

.JEFFREY .\ 1.S~YI)ER. . is a member of
the firm Brownstein. Zeidman &
Schomer in Washington. D.C.

SEA~ PATRICK SLITER joined the
patent law firm of Henderson & Sturm as
resident attorney in its Omaha. Nebraska
office.

C,\ I'TAI~ TOilIl TIl.DIA~ of
Fremont. Nebraska. was promoted to his
current rank in the U.S. Marines. and
serves as a legal advisor.

° 1989
A~~ ~1. UC )RER of Omaha. Nebraska.
is the Douglas County District Court
Judicial Clerk.

.lAY ELLIOTT is an associate with Kay
& Kay in North Plane. Nebraska.

I)ETER. J. C;AROFALO of Omaha.
Nebraska. joined the law firm of Ball &
Associates as an associate.

n\IOTflY C;. C ; C)E~ of Dyersville.
Iowa. became a partner in the firm of
Jenk & Goen.

LT. JOII~ E fLWRA;\EK of Fremont.
Nebraska. graduated from the Basic
School at Marine CorpsCombat
Development Command in Quantico.
Virginia. and was assigned to the f leet
Marine Force.

PETER I.A~C;I)O~ of Omaha.
Nebraska. was named vice-president and
assistant managerof the trust department
of American National Hank.

~t A R K OSTROWSKI is an Assistant
Illinois State's Attorney in the Criminal
Division in Chicago.

~IAR\' KATl ILEEi> MO~Ei>

PIEPER of Fremont. Nebraska. is the as
sistant publ ic defender in the Douglas
County Public Defender's Office in
Omaha.

A\ t Y R..UlIREZ PI.A;\K of Clayton.
Missouri. is a lawclerk to Federal
Magistrate Frederick Buckles of the
United States District Court forthe
Eastern District of Missouri in 51. Louis.

HOUSTO~ II0 LSO:\, of Omaha.
Nebnaska. is in solo practice and is of
counsel with Klinker & Pivovar.
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Class ofl981 Reunion

Carmen Maurer. Tom McGiI"u n, and
Mary AnnLuh)'.

Jane Emanuel Rarz. Rick Ratz,and
JohnAndreasen.

Front TOW : ,4,Jark Thomas,Scott Paul,Mikc Rcilly,
Kalhleell Berg, Mike Zoellner. Gary (Isiraw, /letty Egan,
JimAuwoad, l ad Clifford, Father Gl'lwge SIIIIi\'{/II,S1.
Secondrow:JimRtazet; Maryhcrh Frankman Rossiter.
Kalhy Buller. Dehorah Pred. F:Ji:alll'lh 7i /l'flt'r Foster:
Kate Cutler. Mary Anile"'fagor Kenton, PallIa Ray,
SIWl-I'fl MICa"" .
Back row: TOI/I Rossi.SI('\"e Gatviat. Rid Rats. Boh
Rossiter.101m Andreasen. SrCI"eO/nJII. Jfary POII'CH .

Maureen Doe rner. Bill Hargens. ReginaShieh/.\. 101m
Ilellm·ia. Did Hnde.

CHRISTOI'IIER LA\ I·
BEKTof Seekonk,
Massechuseus. is working
for IIOOmh, Spinella and
Angelone in Providence.
Rhode Island.

\ 1. PATRICIA MC·
COR' .JACK of Elkhorn.
Nebraska. is anassociate
of the law finn of
O'Connor & Associates in
Omaha.

.I0H' SUI.I .I \'A~ of
Pasadena, Califomia.
joined his brother 10 prac
tice law.

\ 1IC1L\EtJ.
WEAVER.JR.. of
Omaha. Nebraska. is a
corporate attorney for
McGrath. North. Mullin &
Kratz.

.:VA~ S.I'OWELL of Cortez,
Cclomdo. is clerking with the district
courtof EI PasoCounty of Colorado.

Kxn; S IIU< ; RUE·SCIIAFF~ER of
Omaha. Nebraska . was elected to the
Executive Committee of the Women and
the Law Section of the Nebraska State
Bar Association.

TOUIl ~1. STARRjoined the firm of
Frost and Meyers in Omaha. Nebraska.

BETTY WADEWITZ. Deputy Lincoln
County Attorney in North Platte.
Nebraska. has taken on a second job
special assistant United Stales attorney.

LESI.I J . WALZAK of Omaha.
Nebraska, is a contract administrator for
Aquila Energy Corporation.

BH UCE I I. WIIITE of Colleyville.
Texas. joined theOmaha-based law firm
of Di xon & Dixon in the Dallas office.

19'!O
HOUEln U. A:"IJ ERSO:" of St. Cloud.

Minnesota.joined the law firmof Curou
and Jesse at its offices in Milaca and St.
Cloud.

Fl{f\~CE..S nF:RTSCH of Council
Bluffs. Iowa. opened a private practice.

HlJnl W. HEYERH F.I.~I is an associ
all' in the Omaha. Nebraska. finn of
Erickson & Sedersrrom.

IIKABLEY BUTLERof Wilmington.
North Carolina. is associated with
Bcarfoor and Kaufman. specializing in
lender liability.

LISA Ilt\KT!\Er r of Omaha.
Nebraska. is District Counsel for the
Internal Revenue Service.

c,\ Rm:~ <iO'ZALEZ HICKS of
Hemingford. Nebraska. wasnamed part
lime publicdefender for Box Butte
County.

T1 ~IOnIY Eo HOEFT of Holdridge.
Nebraska. was appointed deputy county
attorney for Phelps County.

\IICHAEL I.. ZE\'ITZ
of Overland Park, Kunsus. joined the law
firm of Levy and Craig as an ussocinte.

The UlK' School extends its deepest
condolences to the[amities andfriends
ofthe fo llowing alumni:

CHARl.ES H. HECKE~IIAUER. ' .17

PROFESSOR \\IL1.1A\lIlO'AIIER

JMIES Ii. FRAME, ' .'9

JAR\'E I.. GARREn, '76

.\ IAX W. GOETZ. 'so
FRf:IlERICK.I. HOU<i1I , '.19

ROBERT.I. iIlOIll KIRI.I'. '.Ill

\11'0 ST. LLCAS. ' .jl(

\11] .\'1' E. \ILRPIIY. ' .jl(

Sn~L f:\' ,I. OI.lVERILS. ' ~2

\'I~CE'T RE\'CRAfT. ' 29

.I01I~ I'. RI", '.Ill

RICIiARIl Eo ROIlI'SO~ . '27

IlES\IUS H. SCHWERTLf:\' , '.H

L,\ RR\' R. TAYLOR. '69



SO, Eddie Shafton. tell us: \\'hat are
you doing on a bar room floor'! Or. (0

be more precise. why has the Omaha
Press Clubdecided10 salute youby plac
ing a caricature of yoursmiling visage in
the placeof honor. on the 110m of the
Press Club foyer? Shafton. whonow
serves "Of Counsel" with [he Omaha law
finn of Cassem. Tierney. Adams. Gotch
& Douglas. smilesat thequestion.

"Well. when theycalled. I wanted to
tum themdown. After all. they reserve
[hi" honor for famouscitizen... of Omaha
and Nebraska. like governors and mayors
and footbal l coaches. I'm just a member
of the family. so Idon', think they should
have picked me: '

That is classic "Shafton-ese." Edward
Shafton. Creighton LIW '3D, the first and
only attorneythe Press Club has ever em
ployed. answers questions about himself
in his well -known style, a combination of
wit, modesty. affection. and intelligence.
Shafton uses the term"family" often, ami
even the briefestconversation with him
reveals many different families which
have played important pans in his life. He
fondly describes his parents and siblings.
CreightonUniversity.Omaha charities.
his loving wife Esther and son Ben. and
his friends in the Omaha Bar. all with
similar tenus. terms which evoke feelings
of family and loyally and caring, These
are the Shafton trademarks.

Shafton was born inOmahu to immi 
grant parents. His father. whoowned a
small store,played a major role in his life.
I! ....'as from his father that young Eddie
learned about hard work and thrift and the
valueof friendships. Eddie graduated
from Central High. working part-time
jobs aII through school. He announced to
his father, whocould not reador write
English. that he had his mindset oncol
lege. specifically, the Universityof illi
nois. FatherShafton said okay. bUI Eddie
quickly realized that Illinois was a great
distance from treasured family. then com
posed of his parents. his twosisters. and
his three brothers.

So, he walked from 38th and Daven
port iO Creighton. made an appointment
with Father Flynn. andenrolled. lie stud
iedbusiness andaccounting during his
first two years. "By the way. Dean

Raful." Shafton says as we talk. "1would
strongly recommend rhar you require
thoseyoungfolks in your law school to
all take accounting before they graduate.
so they can pick up a balance sheet for
one of theirclientsand understand what
the column of numbers means." Shefton
continues to careabout Creighton andthe
legal education it provides.

After his IwOyear baccalaureate edu
cation. Eddie started law school. True 10

the legend. he heard a Jesuit say. on that
first day, "Take a good look al me man on
eitherside of you because at the end of

S haftonusesthe tenn

'family' often, andeventhe

briefest conversationwithhim

reveals many different fami

lieswhich have played impor

tant parts in hislife.

your first year,one of you won', be here,"
There weresixty-nine students on that
first day (twenty-nine graduatedin the
springof 1930). andShafton recalls that
those words "scared the helloutofevery
body." They were all young men. dressed
incoats andlies, and it was understood
that there were certain standards about
decorum. dress. and respect for teachers.

Shafton has vividrecollections about
his teachers, Dean TePocl had everyone's
respect. He was a no-nonsense. stem
administrator and an excellent Constitu
tional Lawreacher. and hecared for the
students. But woe 10 the man whosaw
that dreaded noteon the board"See the
Dean immediately." Shafton saw that note
once and it "scared the socks off me," But
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Eddie Slut/toil's graduation.

when Eddie visited the Dean's
Office, Dean TePoel
offered him a career
suggestion,and even
though he didn't
accept the Dean 's
adv ice.it was
another example
to Shafton of the
caring for stu
dents which was
stmmenng
underTel'oel's
stem exterior.

Professor
Sternberg(pro
fi led elsewhere
in this issue)
was a "demand
ing'tteacher,a
man"you never
forgot." He taught
the toughest cours-
es;"you couldn't sit
and look out the win
dow andget through
those courses:' Every
body knew and liked
ProfessorGillespie.
If you had a problem,
you went 10 talk to
Gillespie. "He son of ran the school,"
Shafton recalls.

Shafton believes the biggest difference
between the schoolthen and now is that
students were all young. mostly in their
late teens andearly twenties, and the law
School had more of the feel of a college
thun a graduate school. There was a
camaraderie. a fraternity feeling;the stu
dents loved to pull pranksand they
enjoyed eachother's company. Evenwith
the beginningof the Depressionin Shaf
ton's last yearof school. students were
not asconcerned about jobs as roday's
studentsare. Everyone assumed he could
go downtown. findan office. hirea secre
tary, hang out a shingle.andmake a liv
ing.Omaha in 1930 was still a thriving.
excitingcity. and the WallStreet news
seemed far away.

Eddie Shafton's fi rstle gal job was
with Ben S. Baker. who had previously
served on the federal bench in New
Mexico. Eddie was a green Zl-year-old:

Judge Baker was a robust,
cigar-smoking. 80-year-old.

On Eddie's first day of
work. the office secre

tary instructed him to
take a petition (0 the
courthouse and file
it. Eddie didn't
know how 10 file
a petition, but he
found his way.
"Say, Dean."
Shafton says,
"you ought not
10 let those
folks graduate
from our law
school without
knowing how to
find the door to
the Clerk's

Office." Shafton
believes in learning

from mistakes.
Shaftonalso be

lieves in learning
from the wisdom of
others. When he lost
his first case,a
$1 0.(0) attorney fcc
matter. Shafton re

turned to the office "screaming like a
coyote," lettinganyone within earshot
know that Shafton thought the decision
was unfair andthatthejudge was wrong.
Judge Baker pulled Eddie intohis office,
closed the door, andsaidsimply. "00 not
crow when you win and don't cry when
you lose." From that duy forward.
Shafton made it a point to guard his feel
ings at the conclusionsof hiscases.
Shafton stayed with Baker for eleven
years, until World War II intervened.

Following four years with military in
telligence. includinga tour in Europe,
Eddie returned to Omaha and opened an
office at 736 First National Bank Buil
ding. One day. walkingdownthe street.
he spotted Esther Morgan on a streetcar.
lie recognized her because hegraduated
withEsther's older brother, Ben. in 1930.
After a whirlwind courtship.Eddie mar
ried Esther. Their son Ben was born a
year later. Ben. a Yale College and Boalr
Hall graduate.now practices law in

Vancouver. Washington. Eddie's beloved
Esther passed away in 1985.

Shafton's life after the warwas fi lled
withtwo pursuits: the practiceof law and
devot ion 10 public service. His clients
were varied andcamefrom all social and
economic strata. They included the lowly
and poor and the high and mighty, small
business owners. Omaha "boss"Tom
Dennison. and A.Y. Sorensen. the mayor.
Eddie's greatest satisfactionsduring his
sixty-one years of law practicewere start
ingsmall businesses and seeingpeople
succeed in theirdreams. From pancake
houses10 pel stores toChinese resrau
rants, Shafton has had a hand in assisting
hundreds of Omahans earn their piece of

& die'sgreatestsatisfactions

duringhissixty-oneyears of

lawpracticewere starting

small businessesand

seeing peoplesucceed in

their dreams.

theAmerican dream. Do you have any re
grets. Eddie? "Nora one," Shafton quick
ly replies.

Shafton is best known in Omaha for
being the shadow whogels things done.
the guy who helps people. bUI never gets
recognition. He spent thirteen years as
Secretaryof the Board of Children's
Hospital.Time and again heturned down
the offer to serveas president. saying.
"Give that honor to someone famous who
canhelp thechildren by raisingfunds and
bringingattentionto thehospital."

With his friend Mayor Sorensen.
Eddie helped start the Boys Clubof
Omaha. a group he served for twenty
years. And then. in a tribute to the Mayor

36



after hisdeath. Shafton directed funds
from me Sorensen Trust to pay ofT me
mortgage of the OmahaFood Bank. giv
ingit a huge financial boost and allowing
it to get on its feet to serve the poorof
Omaha without worryingabout losing the
warehouse.

Shaftoo eschewed placing his name on
the stational)' of theseorganizations.
keeping out of the limelight but doing
yeoman's work in helping the poorand
underprivileged wholived in eastern
Nebraska.Sbafton'sruleof thumbwas:
one organization at a time. and do the
very bestyou can for that group.

Shafton didn't limit his charity work to
Omaha. Early in his legal career he han
dledsome work for theater ownersand
moviedistributors. They encouraged him
10 contact the Variety Club to
see if he could organize a
chapter (a "tent" in me
circus-related nomen
clatureof Variety
Clubs) in Omaha. The
Variety Club started in
Pittsburgh as a way to
raise money to care
for a small baby
foundabandoned in
a movie theater. and
itgrew intoa na
tionwidc charitable
andsocial club for
those in theenter
tainment industry.

Shafton helped
fonn thesixteenth
national Variety Club
chapter in Omaha. and
later became the attor
ney (the lntemational
"Fixer") for me umbrella
organization. Variety
ClubsInternational. He
alsoestablished a compan-
ioncorporation. The Inter
national Heartof Variety.
Inc.. a... a vehicle to encourage
tax-deductible gifts to funher
promote the goalsof the orga
nization. Variety Clubs. with
12,(0) membersworldwide.
now stands as the largest chil
dren's assistance organization in

Ph"r" CO"'US,I' <j/)"ug Wa/ ron.

the world. Shafton's forty years of service
earned himelectionas a life Member by
thedirectors of Variety Club.

So. it was truly fill ing andappropriate
that me Omaha Pres..Club honored Eddie
Shefton by choosing him for "The Face
On The Barroom F loor." Whena..ked
what his fatherwould say if he were alive
to seethat honor. Eddie's first reaction
was that smile across his face. "If Papa

ever foundout I walked
past a bar. lei alone

went into a tavern. he
would bounce me ofT
the kitchen wall:'
But then he paused
(0 reflect on his life
and his family. and
he said that maybe

-

his father wouldrelent. "Oh. Iguess after
I explained the award. he would say.
' we ll. that's pretty good.:"

Eddie. weagree.
byDeanlawrence Rafui

/,
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A PRIMER ON

by Professor Eric PCaNm

This anicle is an adapteJtion and upJ.Jtt
ofa presentation given last .w'ar ill a
Creighton University School ofLuw
CO/uinuingugal Education program
enmled "OealingwiththeResolution
Trust Corporation andRelated Current
Real Estate Issues."
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B y this latedate.only theclois
tered have not heardabout
"Superfund." People knowmal

Superfund is a federal something or other
having to do with hazardous waste c1ean
up.Tbey know that mere arc lois of haz
ardous waste dump..around the country,

little and big "LoveCanals: "and that
Superfund is a cacheof money collecting
dust while the governmentmoves at a per
ceived only-slightly-faster-than-geologic
pace toward actually solving the problem.

8U1 many people whoknow of Super
fund are unclearabout irs particulars. If



Professor Pearson was votedhy the
Class of /99/ as "Professor ofthe Ym r."

you areoneof thesepersons. and if yOll
would like to learn a bit moreabout this
lurking beast. read on. What I will at
tempt todo in thesenext few pages is to
give some outlineof the liability structure
of Superfund, and in the process raise
some red flags thatmight be helpful to
real estatebuyers and others involved in
real estate transactions.

Superfund, as you know, isa federa l
statute. Formally known as the Compre
hensive Environmental Response.
Compensation,and Liability Act (CER
CLA), it is the latest in a line of pollution
control statutes the earliest of which arc
the famous (infamous") and oft-amended
Clean Air Actof 1970 and Clean Water
Act of 1972. These post-Earth Day mea
sures, as their names indicate, addressed
severe air and water pollution, and each
adopted the conventional approach. Each
established a system of standards and
penalties applicable to the polluters them
selves. Polluters would have to clean up
their actsor pay the consequences.

Shortly afterenactment of these "flag
ship" federal statutes, the nation became
uncomfortably aware of a troubling addi
tional reality: pollution was not confined
to themore readilyobservable "media" of
airandwater. Land, also, was serving as a
fina l resting place for contamination, and,
infact. wasdoing so more often now that
theair and water media were off limits.
Congress, clearlyon a roll, responded
with anotherstatutory program, the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
of 1976 (RCRA). This measure aimed to
do with land what the Clean Air and
Clean Water Acts had done in their re
spectivespheresof operation: it estab
lished standards and penalties to deter
the land polluters.

THE ARRIVAL OF CERCLA
With RCRA in place, the federal gov 

ernmenthad accommodated the entire
spectrum: it had moved to stop pollution
of air, water, and land. So why CERCLA?
Simply put, the government kept learn
ing. lt learned that scoresof hazardous
waste dumps already dottedthe country
side. Someof these dumps were of recent
vintage,but many were old and tong
abandoned.Thesedumps. the Ll.S.
Environmental Protection Agency(EPA)
learned, were often filled with indescrib
able combinationsof highly toxic waste
chemicals, which would leach, mix, and
mingle with the surroundingenviron
ment, creating health hazards as they
went along.

The dumps presented new and intrigu
ing regulatory problems for the EPA.
First, it became clear thai stopping land
poll ution, as RCRA wasdesigned to do,
would not removethe problem of existing
hazardous wastedumps. RCRA,rather.
would arrest future worsening of the
problem. but could not tackle theproblem
of pre- RCRA dumping. And land pollu
tion was here to stay. The air and water
media might be able to clean themselves
after the polluters stopped polluting. but
the land would not. The land needed
someone to do its cleaningfor it. But
who'! The EPA could not find the persons
who long agopolluted many of these
sites; those dumperswere long gone.
Something had to be done. And it shall be
called"Superfund."

CERCLA wasenacted in 1980, and
was amended five years later. It addresses
the problem of toxic land pollution in two
ways. First, as its nickname instructs,
CERCLA establishes a large fu nd of
mon ies designated for hazardous waste
clean-up. The fund originally received an
allocation of $1.6 billion for use through
1985: in 1986, Congress allocated another
$8.6 billionto it for use through 1991.
(These are big numbers, but the fund no
longer seems so "super"when compared
with the savings and loan industry bailout
operation).

The EPA can use this fund in appropri
ate cases,but it would rather not. It
prefers instead to find persons, i.e. indi
viduals, i.e. non-governmental entities, to

do theclean-up at theirexpense, thus
sparing the public coffers . CERCLA, in
its secondso-called "remedial"approach,
givesthe EPA thisopportunity by assess
ing liability on persons. It is this statutori
ly created personal liabi lity that distin
guishes CERCLA from itspredecessor
pollution control statutes. CERCLA as
sesses liability not UJXlOpolluters, but
upon persons whomay have had abso
lutely no involvement in. as the statute
terms it, "the release of a reportable quan
tityof a hazardous substance." In other
words. it finds people whoarenotpol
luters liablefor pollution. (Ina real sense.
therefore, CERCLA isnot a pollution
control statute at all: it is, rather, a pollu
tion repair statute).

LIABILITY UNnER CERCLA
In General

Superfund imposes liabi lity for haz
ardous waste clean-up upon fou r groups
of persons (vpersons" includesorganiza
tions and governmental entities):

(A ) present owners and operatorsof a
Superfund site;

(B) priorowners andoperators of a
Superfund site, who ownedor operated
the site when the pollution activity
occurred;

(C) any persons who arranged for
treatment, transport, or disposal of haz
ardous substances at the site (usually,
so-cal led "generators" of hazardous
waste): and

(0) any persons who accepted haz
ardous substances for transportor
disposal at the site (usually, so-called
"transporters" of hazardous waste).
CERCLA Section 107(a).

Liability categories (C) and (0 ), which
cast liability on generators and trans
porters. strike many people as appropri
ate, sincegenerators and transporters
havesometraceable past involvement
with the polluting materials themselves,
and presumably made some profit from
that involvement. Asking generatorsand
transporters to clean up, therefore, is not
so controversial. Categories (A) and (B),
though, which cast liability on persons
who own or operate the land, eithercur
rently or when the dumping occurred,
have raised considerablymore eyebrows.

39



In many instances. these persons are free
offauh by anystandard measure. yet may
still be required to fork up immense haz
ardoos ....'aste "response costs.t Tbeseper
!«IS are liable largely due to the Doctrine
of Bad Luck, and in the unhappy case can
be made to bear the entireexpense. even
when othersshareliability. As oneEPA
official has termedit, CERCLA liability
is "strict. joint. several. andperpetual."

It is this prohibitive possibility. the
out-of-the-blue potential imposition of a
crippling legal responsibility to finance a
soilexcavation. treatment. and quarantin
ing operation. that gives rise to the semi
nal qucstion about Categories (A) and
(B). Just who is an "owner" or "operator"
anyway? One would think that Congress
in its wisdom would havegiven some
thought to these springboard questions.
BUI one would be wrong. CERCLA de
scribes"owner" essentially as "one who
owns" and "operator" as "one whooper
ates." Congress seems 10 have a limited
vocabulary.
Owners

So. those of us worried about dcbilirat
ing liability are left to speculate as to the
meanings of these foundational terms. As
any Property law student can tell you. the
meanings of theseterms are not sclf-evi
dent. Consider the term "owner: ' Cer
tainly. one who owns fee simple absolute
title would qualify as an owner. but what
of the life tenant. the trust beneficiary. the
lessee of a term of years. the casement
holder? Are these interest holders also
owners'? We reallydo not know; case law
has not drawn these lines for us, We can
safely speculate. of course. that the more
"property' one holds in land. the greater
the likelihoodof finding CERCLA
ownership. But we sure would like 10

know more,
What of a successorcorporation'? A

successor corporation is one which takes
over another corporation. typically by
merger. and exnnguisbes the former in the
process. As the new owner. does a suc
cessorcorporationtakeon the CERCLA
liabilities of theentityit extinguishes? Or
does CERCLA liability cease when the
originally liableentity ceases? Here. the
courts have given us answers.

The United States Court of Appeals
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for the ThirdCircuit has held that succes
sor corporation..may be liable for the
CERCLA liabi lities of theentities they
takeover.SmithLand & Improvement
Corp. r. Celotes. 851 F.2d 86 (3d Cir.
1988). That court reasoned that thecom
mon law which governs successor corpo
ration liability should apply in this con
text. also. The court noted further that

E ERCLAdescribes

'owner' essentially as 'one

whoowns' and 'operator'

as •onewhooperates.'

Congress seems tohave a

limited vocabulary.

liability should not beeasily avoided by
the gambit of arrangi ng a merger or con
solidation. Thus. the Third Circuit applied
the common law which allows for liabili
ty of successor corporationsgenerally if:

(I) the purcha..ingcorporation agrees
expresslyor impliedly to a..sume liability;

(2) the transaction is equal to a de
facto consolidationor merger:

(3) the purcha..ingcorporation is a
continuation of the selling corporation:or

(4 ) the transaction was fraudulently
entered into.

The Sixthand Ninth Circuits have
ruled similarly.See Anspec Co. r,

Johnson Comrots. tnc..922 F.2d 1240
(6thCir. 19( 1); Louisiana-Pacific Corp.
r; Asarco. 909 F.2d 12(J()(9th Cir. 1990),
At least fourdistrict courts(in Massa
chusetts. Nonh Car olina. Kentucky. and
Michigan) also have made similar rulings.

It is uncertain whether a corporation

acting in a custodialcapacity- actingas
a receiver orconservatorof the assets of
an entitywhich itselfdoes notgo out of
existence - assumes CERCLA liability.

What of a lender? Is a lender anowner
because it has a mortgage or othersecuri
ty interest incontaminated land"? With
uncharacteristic artenrion to detail.
CECLAanswers this que..tion in the
negative. CERCLA expressly ..tares that a
"person" who "holds indicia of ownership
primarily to protect his security interest"
..hall not be considered 10 be an owner.
But if a lender finds it necessary to fore
close on a mortgage and thereby takes
title to thecontaminated land. it then be
comes an owner and assumes clean-up li
ability. For obvious reasons. lender)often
elect not to foreclose. in effect to write off
a baddebt. rather than as..ume CERCLA
liability.
Uperators

The courtshaveshedsome light on the
meaning of "operator" inCERCLA. One
court saidthe termas used in CERCLA
should be given its ordinary meaning. and
should nor be readin an unusual or highly
technical way, Another coon commented
thatone must participate in"direct man
agemcm" of the site andhave undertaken
some"hands-on" activity to qualify as an
operator. Another court stipulated that
"active involvement" in day-to-day activ
ities was necessary for operator status.
Corporationscan be operators. and their
majority shareholderscan beoperators
also. Of course. individuals can take on
this legal status.

Still.as with "owner: ' the precise
meaning of "operator" is not entirely
clear. One obvious proofof these defini
tional ambiguities can be found inthe re
cent brouhaha about lending in..ututions.
We have seen that lender) can beowners
for purposes of CERCLA. lender) can be
operators. too. If a lender undertake.. the
day-to-day operation ofa site, it become..
an operator andbecomes liable. More
over, if a lender does less than that. and
only"participates in the management of a
(site)" the lender will be liableas an oper
ator, CERCLA,Section 101(20)(A), The
question becomes,how much panicipa
tion i.. too much?

On that latter question, until recently



the prevailing notion was that lenders can
participate in!inanrial mamlgement of a
sire. and notbe liable under CERCLA.
but had betterstay away from any in
volvement with day-to-day management
decisions. SeeUnited States \'. Mirabile.
23 ERC 1511 (D.C. Pa. IIJH5). But that
understanding is gone since May of 1990.
when the first fede ral appeals court (0

consider lender liability under CERCLA
ruled thai liability attaches if a secured
creditor's "involvement with a manage
mentof [a] facility is sufficiently broadto
support the inference that it could affect
hazardouswaste disposal decisions if it so
chose ... :. By this standard. a lender is
Hable even if it in no way participates in
the day-to-day management of a facility
or site, so long as it has the power to do
so! The liability arises if the lender "par
ticipnles] in the financial management of
a fac ility 10 a degree indicating a capacity
to influence the corporation's treatment of
hazardous waste." See U.S. I '. FleetFac
tors COIp., 901 F.2d 1550(11th Cir. I990).

One more recent federal coun decision
has castsomedoubt on this controversial
reading.The Ninth Circuit. while laking
care 10 distinguish Flee! Factors. said
nonethelessthat "participation in manage
ment" cannot have occurred when a
lender has not exercised any managerial
powers. In re BerI{JOl' Metat Corp .• 910
E2d668(9th Cir. It)I.)()).

In :F E NS ES TC) LlAUII.nY
Ifyou find yourself liable under

CERCLA. does that mean you automati
cally lose?The shortanswer isno.
CERCLA provides several statutory de
fe nses. Onecan avoid liability otherwise
imposed by CERCLA by showing that
the pollution-causing conduct was:

• an act of war (not much case law to
tell us what this means):

•an act of God(your every-spring
flo od. occasional severe summer
storm. or below-zero December is not
an "act of God");

- the act of a third pan)".
Avoiding liability by demonstrating

that the pollution-causing activity was ac
complished by a third party is difficult.
Such a demonstration can remove liabili
ty. but note the following: (al if the third

party which caused the pollution is your
agent or employee.you remain liable; (b)
if the third party which caused the pollu
lion is acting by virtue of a contract with
you, you remain liable. And CERCLA
finds a contractual relationship where
none other has ventured. An arrangement
by which an independent contractor
comeson to your land and then causes the
pollution obviouslyqualifiesas a "con
uactual relationship" between that person

A landownercannol

blissfullybuy property and be

protected by his orher

ignoranceof past pollution

causing activity.

and the landowner, thus stripping away
the defense. If the third pany has posses
sion by virtueof a land contract, a "con
uucrual relationship" exists so as to strip
away the defense. If the third pany has
title or possession by virtue of a deed or
other document (for example. a lease.
trust document. and so on). a "contractual
relationship" exists so as to strip away the
defense.

When will a contractual relationship
be deemed not 10 exist. so thatthe third
party defense becomes available 10 the
landowner? The answer is when one is an
"innocent landowner,"

When is a landowner innocent?One
time is when there is absolutely no rela
tionship whatsoever between the
landownerand the third party polluter.
Another time is when a landowner look
the landafter all of the pollution-causing
conduct took place. and utrhc time of ac
quisition.did notknow nor should have

knownof any problem of this son. (There
are also twoother ways to be an innocent
landowner, of less interest 10 us. They are
if the landowner is a governmental entity
taking by escheat. eminent domain. or an
involuntary transfer or acquisition of title
interests: or if the landownertook by in
heritanceor bequest).

Note. however. that a landowner can
not blissfully buy property and be protect
ed by his or her ignorance of past pollu
tion-causing activity. Under CERCLA.
the landowner "knowsor should have
known"of the pollution problem (so as
n0110 be an innocent landowner) if heor
shedoes not inquire enough or appropri
nrely about the land prior to acquisition.
And in deciding whether an owner did in
quire enough or appropriately, couns will
consider whether the owner is knowl
edgeableor experienced about these
things (which each of you is now.having
read this far. sony): whether the purchase
price was suspiciously low; whether the
information was "reasonably ascertain
able" or obvious: and whether the pollu
tion problem could have been discovered
by an inspection.

Regardless of the identityof the third
party. though. if the liable person failed to
exercise duecare or failed to take precau
tions against foreseeable third party ac
tions or omissions and the consequences
that could foreseeably result from such
actsor omissions. she or he is liable.

Lastly. and independent of the above
information. if a landowner transfers con
taminuted property to another. and there
by would no longer be liable under the
categoriesof CERCLA, stillliability re
mains if the landowner (a) learned of the
problem whilein ownershipor operation
of the propeny. and (b) transferred the
property without disclosing the problem
to the purchaser. In such a case. no third
party defenses are available.

C O NCI.l)S IC) N
Allof us involved in any way in real

estate need to know of CERCLA. The lia
bilities it imposesarc potentially enor
mous. Even though a liable person can
force others who are liable to join in and
ante up, the most prudent fiscal course is
10 avoid liability entirely.

~ I



PROFESSOR-IN-REsIDENCE
A T THE

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT
OPPOR COMMISSION

h\ David A. 1..11 \ 011

The Equal Employment Op/wrtunity
Commission ill Washington, D.C.. invites
0/1l' fa\\'schoolfaCility member each year
to serve asthe Professor-in-Residence.
Applicatiolls aresoikited from candi
dalesacross tile United States.Professor
David Larson ofCreighton " 'O.{ selected
from wlwng Illest' candidates to he the
Prcf essor-in-Residenceduring the
/91)0-9/ Amdemic Yew:

When I was invited 10 move to
Washington. D.c.. to becomethe
Professor-in-Residenceat the

Equal Employment Opportunity Com
mission. the agency responsible for
enforcingfederal employment discrimi
nation statutes, it would be fair to say thai
I was more than a linle excited. Now that
myone yearappointment has ended, I am
happy to report thai it nOI only fulfilled
myexpectations, il alsoprovided a few
surprises. This pas! year has given me in
sights which I am anxious to share with
our studentsand which will allow me 10
challengemany law students' perceptions
of public interest work.

A recent study reveals that by the lime
law students graduate, theygenerally per
ceivepublic interest jobs to be less desir
able than when they began law school. In
his book Makin}: It /II1l1 Breaking 1/: Til,'
Fate ofPuhlic Interest Commitment
During Law Scnooi. author Robert Stover
reports that as lawstudents progress
through law school. theylower their ex
pectations that public interest work will
be professionally satisfying, that it will
involve innovative or challenging assign
ments. and that it will provide such bene
filS as "valuable knowledge. experience,

42

and contacts."
Stover suggests that law students find

public interest work increasingly less
nttractive for a number of reasons. For
instance. lawschool institutionalsupport
for public interest practice maybe
marginal or nonexistent. a student culture
constantly compares offers of employ
ment andelevates job offers from private

"Thispast year has givenme

insightswhichIam anxious to

share with our students and which

will allowmetochallengemany

lawstudents' perceptionsof

publicinterest work."

firms paying high salaries. conversations
during clerkships with private law firms
may perpetuate "myths" about over
workedand understaffed public interest
jobs. and law professors whodo not want
to"indoctrinate" students may, by their
silence,communicate implicit approval of
only traditional jobs with private law
fi rms. This past year has prepared meto
present a much clearer and more accurate
pictureof the Equal Employment

Opportunity Commission and. hopefully.
to encourage those students inclined to
becomecivil rights uucmeys (orother
public interest anomeys) not to abandon
that direction.

Contrary to students' general percep
tions. civil rights work at (he Appellate
Division of the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission challengesat
torneys to hecreativeand innovati ve. The
Division is staffed by knowledgeable at
torneys who arepersonallycommitted to
the antidiscrimination goalsof the agen
cy. Their commitment makes the Equ:11
Employment Opportunity Commission an
interesting and rewarding place to work.

The Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission enforces Title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (prohibiting dis
crimination on the basisof race. religion.
color, sex,and national origin), the Equal
Pay Act, the Age Discrimination in
Employment Act, and the federal em
ploymcmsections of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973. The Appellate Division is
pan of theOffice of General Counsel.
which is responsible forCommission liti
gation. This Division defends andprose
cutesappeals when the Commission is a
party, seeks intervention on behalfof the
Commission at the appellate level, and
can appear as amicus curiae. It also pro
vides legal advice to other divisionsof the
Office of General Counsel. Staffattorneys
aredivided intothree appellate (cams and
represent the Commission before all cir
cuits of theUnitedStates Coonof Appeals.

The appellate casesargued by the staff

A view from theadvocate's pOlliufII before
the EEOC mootcmm bench.



Health andSafetyAdministration. the
employer dec lared a policyexcluding all
women. except those whohad medical
documentation of infertility, from jobs in
volving potential or actuallead eXp'...ure.

The Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission. in cooperation with (he
Solicitor General of the United Stares.
filedan amicuscuriaebriefchallenging
this policy. The Supreme Coon ruled in
favorof theemployees and announced
that this sex-specific fetal protection poli
C)' wasa facially discriminatory clawifi
cation basedupongender. The policy wa.s
not neutral because it did not apply 10

maleemployees in thc= ..arne wa)" that it
applied 10 females. ce-pite evidence con
cerning thedebilitating effectof leadex
posure on thl.' male reproductive system.

The Supreme Court opinion includes
language that has created sparksIhJt
reach beyond the sphereof employment
discrimination. The Supreme Court
staled. for instance. (hal "[dlecisionv
about (hi.' welfare of futurechildren mu-t
be left to the parents whoconceive. bear.
supportand raise themratherthan to the
employers whohire tbo-e parents.' A~

one can imagine. thiv language has been
embraced by pro-choiceadvocates, and
carefullydissected and disrnioe d by pm-.
life supporters.

Before I came to tbe Commission. 0fIC'

of the area.. I had researched and wnuen
about wasdisability discrimination. I had
published an ankle in the Mt'mphis Stlll l'

LawReview discussing disability di..crim-

allome}'s often receive nat ional media
coverage and frequently have dramatic
impact. These cases tend to evoke a
strong emotional and political response
and attract widespread attention. The liti
gants oftenseek further review beforethe
Unucd State, Supreme Court.and Equal
EmploymentOpportunity Commiwion
appellate anorncys participate in these
C3'<'i inconjunction with the Solicitor
General of the UnitedStares.

Obviously. the Appellate Division i~

anexciting place to be. Duringthe short
time I was with the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission. the United
StatesSupreme Courtheardoral argu
ments and i...suedopinionsresolving five
major employment di-crimmauon cases:
United Awomohile Uj,r{eTS ofAm/'rin) r.
101lll5On Controls. lnc.; Gilmer \', Inter
j /l1lr!lohnJtJll ume Corp.: BOllrr .dall \',

Ara!Jiall AmericanOil Co.. et 1.11:Auoril.1
Federal Saringj und uN.ln Associauon \'.
Sotimino: and GrfRory' r. Aslu'r(1i.
During the same period. the Commission
began a concentrated effort to preparefor
enforcement of the new Americans with
Disabililih Act.

II was truly interestingto be in Wash
ingronand follow cases such as United
AWlJmohile Workt'rs of Amainl r,

Iohnson Comrols.lnc. A pri mary ingredi
em in this defendant employer's battery
manufacturing process was lead. which
creates a risk of harmto any fetuscarried
by a female employee . After eight em
ployees became pregnant at n time when
their blood levelsex
ceeded critical k w h
asestablished by

the OccUpa~.~' i~o~na:I~..,.j~::''''",~__"""

iruuion and the Rehubifitation Act. and
had also publishedan ankle focus ing OIl

mentaldisabilities andemployment pro
tection in theum;.wQna LaM 'Review.
Given my' interest in disability employ
ment i!oo!>Ul.'~. 1 could not have spent a
moreappropriate yearat the Commission.

I joinedthe Commission in August of
1m. Ie" thanone month after President
Bushsigned the Americans with Disa
bilities Act This new legislation. which
declares that it is intended " '0 assure
equality of opportunity, full participation.
independent living. and economic self
sufficiency" for indh'iduah with mental
or physical disabilities. requires lhe
Commivcon to issue regulations notlater
than one yearafterenactment. TheOffice
of Legal Counsel is responsible for these
regulanonv alld that Office.Jocared ooe
floor below theOfficeof General
Counsel. has beenextremely busydraft
ing the regulatioov and theaccompanying
appendix.

One of the most interestingassign
menrs I received thisyear involved
reviewing thedraft regulations and
appendix and making suggestions and
cornrnemv on behalfof theOffice of
General Counsel. The "Findingsand
Purposes" section of the Americans with
Disabilities Act indicates Ihat ·n million
Americans have oneor morephysical
disabi lities. The opportunity10 participate
in policymakmg for such significant leg
islarion was extremely valuable becau se it

lint only provided insights
into the administrative

regulatory process.
it also forced me

to think
pro-pee-



lively and creatively about a wide range
of situations where the legislation may
apply.The Office of Legal Counsel was
conscientiousabout responding to my
suggestions and was willing to modify
and revisecertain language. Fora law
professor whoordinarily spendssubsran
tial time discussing theoretical models
and ah...tract principles. it wasa wonderful

'T his year has provided me with

an abundance ofinformation and

ideas forresearch projects and arti

cles, and I look forward to sharing

my experiences with our students:'

changeof pace to actually see ideas take
concrete form.

Among other duties. the Office of
Legal Counsel also drafts policy state
ments for publication in the Equal
Empluymenr Opfmrlll!1iry Commission
Compliance Mal/lli/ l. The proposed poli
cy statements are circulated within the
Commission for comment and I reviewed
several of these proposals. For example.
the Age Discrimination in Employment
Act. unlike Title VII.docs not contain a
limited statutory exemption for religious
institutions and organizations. Appellate
caseshave recently examined the degree
to which the First Amendment restricts
the application of the Age Discrimination
in Employment Act to religious entities.
Working on this proposedcompliance
section allowed me to direc tly examine
both antidiscrimination statutory issues
and constitutional questions.

Nodiscussion of the Professor-in
Residence position art be Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission
.... ould be complete .... irhourdescribing the
moorcourt program. Prior to appearing

before an appellate court.each Commis
sion attorney is required 10 present his or
her argument to a panel of five moot
court judges.The three learnsupervisors
and the Associate GeneralCounsel (the
head of the Appellate Division). each of
whom has extensive appellate experience
and an impressive understanding of sub
stantive antidiscrimination issues. and the
Professor-in-Residence sit as judges. II
would be an understatement to describe
these sessions as "highlychallenging."
Typically lasting for an hour. and occa
sionally one and one half hours. the
exhaustivequestioning makes the ..ubse
quer u"official" argument before the
United Stales Court of Appeals generally
seem gentle by comparison.

The moorcourtsare aneoded by other
appellate attorneys. and the advocate..do
feel pres..ure to perform effectively before
their pee rs. The judges are vel')' serious
about their preparation. andeach argu
rnem is followed by a lengthy comment
anddiscussion session. Tbe argument. as
well as the critique and discussion. is
videotapedand each attorney can review
the session before he or she appearsin the
United States Courtof Appeals.

This is a demanding exercise thai
pushes the attorneys to perform to the
best of their abilities. and it provides an
intense practice and training opportunity.
The attorneystypically work on one ap
pellate brief at a time and do have suffi 
cient time to complete their research and
prepare for oral argument It is unlikely
that an aspiring appellate auomcycould
have a better educational experience. and
law students and attorneys intcrc..ted in
an appellate practice should con..idcr the
Office of General Counsel.

The year wa..not. of course. without a
few surprises. This past Fall the specter of
a major furlough appearedand loomed
over federal government workers. and we
anticipated havingour work week (and
our salaries)cut by .uYK. Although it wa..
interesting to witness the major planning
effort undertaken to prepare for possible
furloughs. thisdevelopment hadmore
than mere academic appeal. As it lumed
our. the furloughsdid not occur and fed
eral workers were ..pared until the next
budget crisis.

Additionally. eventhough this was a
year that primarily involved antidiscrimi
nation issues. I also was exposed 10 a few
labor law issues, This was a contract re
newal year for the American Federation
of Government Employees and I made an
effort 10 become informed as to the nego
nation process. The threat of decertif ica
lion and a challenge by an outside union
resulted in thedissolution of the negoria
lion teamanda hastily signedcollective
bargainingagreement. I look forward to
discussing the reasons why suchdevelop
ments occur and their implication...as
well as the humanemotions. inour labor
lawclasses.

The appellate cases that I personally
reviewed were complexand I enjoyed
working through the practical issues and
veryreal legal questions. I amgrateful for

Professor Larson and EEOCCommis
siancr l oy Cherian rCl'ielt' an EEOC
flllhlimrion offederal antidiscrimination
statutes .

the invitation to join the Appellate Divi
sion and for the f lexibility thai allowed
me to work on appellate litigation is..ues.
the new disability legislation. and which
permitted me to move about within the
Commission and become personallyac
quainted with Chairman Evan Kemp and
Commissioner Joy Cberian. Thisyear has
provided me withan abundance of infor
mation and ideas for research projects and
articles. and I look forward 10 sharing my
experiences withour students. I al-elook
forward10 assuring them thaicivil rights
work at the Equal Employment Oppor
tuniry Commission is both challenging
and rewarding.
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To the Board of Directors of Creighton l'ni, ersit,·;
Father President \fichael G..\lorri<.lJn. S. J.; and
Dr. William f . Cunntngham. Jr.• vice President for
Academic Affair<;:

It gives me great pleasure to present10 you.on be
half of the Facultyand Administrationof the Creighton
University School of Law. the Annual Reportof the
Law School for the 1990-91 academic year.

This fall will mark the beginning of my fourth year
at Creighton. and it seems appropriate to lake a moment
to thank the Board. the President, and the Academic
vice President. for the support they have given me and
the Law School these past threeyears. Your concern
and assistance have made possible the progres.~ on
which I am about to report. and theyhave also made my
life moreenjoyable, Creightonis truly a warm and car
ing family. and I thank you for that care,

I also wan t 10 bringto your attentionthe work of
Dinah Raful. She clearly has an important role in the
lifeof the School. from presiding as hostess of faculty'
and student gatheringsat our home to serving as escort,
dinner companion. troubleshooter.and a warrn .foving.
and visible member of the Law School family. Not all
law schooldean spouses arc as enthusiastic as Dinah.
although she certainly had a rough actto follow- Lois
Shkolnick wasalso a wonderful and visible"wife of the
Dean:' I wanl to bring Dinah's contributions 10 your at
tention. and I also wantto take thi, opportunity' to thank
ncr.on behalfof the school and me. for what shedoes
for Creighton.

One other note of particular importance 10 the Board
of Directors is the amountof time and effort the Law
School Faculty donated 10 the "Creighton in the Year
2lXX)" strategicplanning process startedon campus la, t
fall. Thirteen of our twenty-six faculty and admmistra
tors servedon Creighton 2(0) committees, and three of
our faculty chaired committees. It is a record I am proud
of. a record probably unmatched by any other academic
unit :It Creighton.

'\I.UM~ 1 Sl PPORT
II is traditional to begin a Dean's Report with news

of faculty, students. or the Law Library, and to conclude
wilh a short reportof the preceding year's gift campaign
and a plea for moreand increased gifts for the following
year. However, the highlights of this past year at
CreightonLaw School have been made possible by the
generosityof our alumni andfriends. and so it is appro
priateto begin this year's report with information on
alumni SUPI~Jrt.

Certainlythe highlight of the year was the ceremony
and auendanr festivi ties which marked the inauguration
of our first Endowed Chair in Law. A gift of SI,(KXl.OOO
from A.A. and Ethel vosscm establishedan endowed
chair in legal ethics. and Professor JosephAllcgreni
was selecteda, the firstA.A. and Ethel 'rossem



ROBERT.I. KUTAK CO\ IPUTER
CE~TER 1l0~ORS

The faculty and students ofthe Creighton Univer
sity School of Law pay tribute to those friendsof
Rebert KUlak who gave financial support to the
Robert J. Kurek Computer Center. Thank you from
all of us at Creighton Law School!

Professor of Law. Highlights of the week-long celebra
tion included a lecture by noted legal ethicist and for
mer law school professorJudge John T.Noonan of the
United States Court of Appeals for the NinthCircuit.
The next day, Professor Allegretti's family, friends.
University colleagues. and students attended the inau
guaral ceremonies and listened as he described his
viewson the importance of legal ethics and professional
responsibility. The Cmgluanum' Review will publish
both speeches; I urgeyou to read them, as they are brtl
liant and dynamicessays which further our understand
ing of ethical behavior.

I am proud to add that the entire faculty participated
in the Yossem Week celebration. Every faculty member
took time in his or her law school course to lecture on
the ethical aspectsand relationship of professional re
sponsibility to their specific areas of substantive law.
While the call of many national commissions and orga
nizations for "legal ethics to be spread throughout the
curriculum" has fallen on deaf ears. Creighton Law
School heeded the call and educated students about
legal ethics in a myriad of courses. 'rcssem Week was a
marvelous and unforgettable celebration in the history
of Creighton Law School.

Another major celebration honoring a significant do
nation was in January, as we unveiled the Robert J.
KUlak Computer Center, The Law School received a
generousgift from friends and partnersof the late
Robert J. Kurak. as well as a significant gift from the

Can AnnApplebaum
Michaela Marcil Bclatti '81
Robert D. Binderup
L<.1Ten E. Dcssonvillc
C. Edward and J. Eli,a!lclh

Dobh,
Kimberly A. Dunovan
~1a rk A, EIJi, ·ll.5
Richard P. Fishman
~r. & \ lrs. Ned G.

Forsman
Felicia B. Graham
Mr. & \ 1rs. Fred \1.

Greguras
Michael J. Higgins '83
The Honorable & Mrs.

Roman L. Hruska ' 29
'"' , Stell Huie
George H. Krauss
Joanne L. Manthe 'XU
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Jo Lanier Mcd;.s
Lindsey Miller-Lerman
Municipal Bond Investors

Assurance Corp...ration
Angelo P. Parker
Richard Peyster
Harold L. Rock '59
The Robert J, KUlak

Foundation
Cynth ia L. Sanders 'S5
Judith A. Schweikert ' SO
Steven W, Seline '79
Jam" D. Sherrets
D. Charles Shoemaker
Richard A. Spellman
Jerre A. Tritsch
Jchn J. Wagner
Lamont Wallin
Judy went '79
Richard L. Weill

Harold L. Rock at theRobertJ. Kutak Computer
Center dedication ceremony.

Robert J. Kutak Foundation, for the purpose of estab
lishinga.cornputcr laboratory for law students in the
Klutznick Law Library. The Kutak Center has ten per
sonalcomputers and three dot-matrix printers. and is
connected by a state-of-the-art LAN network to a laser
primerand manydifferent software applications. The
Faculty of Law honored members of the Kutak. Rock
andCampbelllaw finn , friends of Mr. KUlak, and the
members of the Foundation Board of Directors who
made this wonderfulcenter possible. The reception was
another example of the spirit of the Creighton family
shining brightly.

This spring we received a gift from a Creighton
graduate from small-town Nebraska. John G.Tomek,
'33,of David City (pop. - 2500), has always been
proud of his dual Czech and Irish heritage. his
Creighton degree. the law finn started by his father and
continued by he and his brother William. and the fact
that his uncle. JohnGreen, was the first graduate of the
Creighton School of Law in 1l)()6.1\.lr. Tomek learned
of our effortsto renovate. retramc. and refinish the old
class composite photos which had been in storage since
the Law School moved in 1474, and he became interest
ed in the projectto re-establish the great tradition of
honoring Creighton Law School graduates. His gener
ous gift has enabled us \0 complete the project and to
display photosof almost every class from 1906 to 1452.
and he has pledged additional support to go forward
with the project so that everyclass is represented in the
"Tomek Alumni Gallery" We hope you will stop by and
see the exhibit on the first floor of the Ahmanson Law
School building.

Many of our alumni and friends continue to support
our efforts to enlargeour scholarship funds so that qual
ifiedstudents will not be forced to forgo the opportunity
of a Creighton legal education.The extraordinary ac-
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The faculty and sludell1s at the Law School are
deeply indebted to the donors listed belowwho have
continued 10 suppon the Mcflrath North Scholar-hip
through their generous donations. Thank you fmm
all of us at Creighton Law School!

comphshmenrsof one groupdeserve special anenuon.
Alumni member-of the Omaha linn of \ k Grath,
North. \Iullin & Krall started a scholar;hip fund in
11jt'7 as a pledge to the Campaign for Creighton.This
year rbey donated S75,{Ullo bring the scbolarship en
dowment tool to n un).This sig.nif"anl schol;m;hip
fund enables the LawScbool ro recognize and a.\si\t
101" sludctl b 011 Creighton who might 001 have been able
10 anend 101 "" school had it oot been for the gererosity of
member" of ibe \ 1l{jr.tth. Xorth finn, l kncw I speak
for the srudcnts when I tell those people. and all of our
alumni and friends who donate scholar-hip funds, just
howmuch your gifts mean to individual students at
Creighton Law School.

One other note about alumni support deserves men
tion. A year ago the University embarked on an cxpcri
mcnr which had the full and enthusiastic endorsement
of the deans of the various schools and colleges at
Creighton. The id~'a of clubs at each separate school to
recognize alumni who contributed10 thc Annual Fund
has becomea reality and a success. The Law School en
joyedthe largest Annual Fund drive in it-, hi\IOI)'.
lhank!. in large pan10 tbo-e alumni"00 joined the Law
School RecognitionClubs at the various giftlevels. The
charter members of ibese Recognition Clubs are noted
at anotherplace in this magazine. \\ e look forward to
the continuingsupportof La" School alums rhrcogh
Recognition Club member-hipwhich insures thai }'our
gifl will a...sist the mission of the La"" School.

David G. Anderson ' 113
Palrid. J. Barrell' 113
Pamela BJal'k "77
A. Stevenson Bogue
Rln-rt J. Bothe '7h
Slt\tn P. Ca-.e ' lI t
ROlkIkJ L COI11('\ '76
RIIM1G. Daile) ' 115
M.lrl. F, Enc:nt>ach '76
Jmln P. FiUi!cnld '7~

blll('<o L frosl ' li l
BMWra b rl Goudbam
RKhardL Gordon 'n
Lee II. Hamann 'n
William F, Il;lf}!m \ ' lll
Ib\id L Htffiinger '12
leu A. 1(1J()\Il1e\ '76
Gu~' La.... ..oo '1\6
\l .ary G. Likn '110
Rartdal ~1. Limbeck '7 11
Thoma' C. ~kGo....an '76

Roger J. ~l l Jkr

Sandra D, ~l"ra r ' 11 11
Michael G. Mullin ' 110
Roben D. ~Iullin Jr. ' 7~

David J. ," id~n '711
SK:hol..~ 1(, ~~m;mn ' Il l
John E. ,"ol1h Jr. '77
I enerce n.O' Il~ '7 1
John P.~''''Il'dh ' 7Q

J. Serer Paul ' III
Jettrey J. Pirruccello '76
JiUIlI:'>G, 1\ ,.... ('1"' ' IIJ
TiTJ1Olh)' J. Pullh '70
Dou~la~ E.QuiM '711
Da\id It Rut
B~ C. Rohik ' 7~

John F, Thoma, '7~

Pluh!" R. W tl; '1Th

Iame D. Wt p 1('r ' 110
RogerW. wen, ' Ill
Gal)" L weuce

~.:w vnnrrroxs TO r tu; tAW SCIH)(}L
Thiv fall we welcome Assistant Pmres..or Rand a

1.<1 ..... ...-111 In the School of Law. Professor Lawson i.. the
first African American member on the full-lime Law
Faculty, After a loog and imeresung sean:h process: the

Pm{e.HorHanna l.awson

\tudcnb and faculty enrhusiasncally supported Raneta
La",,"oOII"" candidacyfor the available opening.
Prole-or Lawson is a cumJdl"fr graduateof the
University of Toledo College of Law whereshe earned
honorsas OutstandingAdvoc ate in the Mool Court
Competition and also won the AmJur Prize for excel
lence in the study of Commercial Paper. Following law
sch ool she wa\ an attorney with the prestigious Denver
law firm of Davis. Graham& Stubbs. During that time
she completed a law reviewarticle. published in the
TJJllrgoolJ ,·\tllnhll f/ Ld..,' R('l'ie.., ', entitled "The Child
SeatedNext To Me: The Continuing Quest for Equal
Educational Opportunity" Professor Lawson will teach
Marri:lge and Divorce this fall. and Criminal Law and
Legal Interviewing. Negotiation, and Counselingnl'\ l
..pnng.

We al-e welcomeour ne"" Assistam Deanfor Career
Services. .\laurn-n O'Connor, '87, Dean O'Connor
graduatedcum laude from Creighton Law School.
where ~hc was a semi-finalist in the Internation al Mool
Court Tournarrem and abo served as presiocruof lhe
International \toot Court Board Since graduation -.he
has clerked for the Honorable C. Arkn Beamof the
UnitedStales Courtof Appealvfor the Eighth Circuit
Court. and she: most recently practiced with me Omaha
law firm of Schmid. vlooney &. Freder ick. Dean
O'Connor was a small group instructorfor the first - and
second-year Le gal Writing courses atrhc LawSchool.

Al'>() joining us is a new member of the Law Library
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L /.I'_C_
.\1aurt'l'n O'Connor.A,u;sfam Dean for Career
Services

pll:lfc..sional staff. ,\ r is Lee Woodham. Ms_Woodham
received her 1.0 . from Baylor where she was an honors
student. Following graduation she served as an adminls
trarive lawexaminer for the Texas Stare Employment
Commission,She 1\.',:('011, completed her studie.. lead
ing 10 a Mastm Degreein libraryard Informalion
Sderce at the University of Texas at Austin. She as-
..urnes a new position in the Kluiznick Law Library a.s
Reference and Computer ServicesLibrarian. handling
uadilioo.al reference dunes as well as overseeing the
rapidlyexpanding cornpner lechnolugy in the Law
1.ibraf)'. including texis, We..tlaw,the KUlak Computer
Center, andcomputer-a....isred legal instruction pro
grams.

And while heis nol new to Creighton. it is great to
welcomeback l'nJres-\ur David Larson. who spent la.st
ycuras Professor-in-Residence at the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission in Washington,
D.C. Selection a.~ Professor-in- Residence is a significanl
hooor. and you can read in his article in this issueof The
Crrighton Lawyer wh)' it is a positionthat ~ man)'pro
fcs-orsseek 10 fi ll. Professor L!Nm has had a ucne n
dous opporruniry ro experiencetbe inner wOOings of
ooe of !he govenunenfs IlltN cornplelt and imponaJ1l
a!,'t.'OC~. and w ~ are~'cited by lhe material hebrings
bad for U!'e in hi~ c1as~s and in new scholarly re
<oc:arch. Professor L!Nm conlinued his aclivilic.. in
olm'r areas. 100, as he servedas repclr1er for the Uniled
Slall:s for theXllhh World Congresson Labor Lawand
Soda l Seeurit)'. and he also traveled 10 F.a..tem Europe
<ISa memhcrof <In American Rar AWKialion working
grouJlto hd p draft a new national constitution for
Romania.

F,leU.TY
There is anotht-r new arrival at tbe Law Scboolmis

fall. although the~alioo period W3.') longerthan !he
trJditional nine-month..with \\ hich " c are familial.
After a tre~ndous amount of w()~ andeffort.rot 10

mcnuon rewrites as the SupremeCourt and the
Congre..s tinkered with lhe Rulesof Civil Procedure.
l"rllf",..or La r ry Tt"pl~ andPnJfl'!\.wr Ralph w hitten
are pleased to announce the birth. or rather. the publica
lion. of their textbookon Civil Proc edure. published this
summer by Fred B. Rothman & Co. 1111.' "textbook" is
really four hooks: a tc,t book. a case supplement. a
book of stuoem problems. and a tcacber's manual.Tbe
authorspresent Civil Procedure from a text anJpr0b
lem..approach rather than froma traditional casebook
method.and while the case..pIa) a rule in their sugge..t
ed methodology, (heybelieve that Ci"il Procedure i..
bN: taughtby "exploringlhe is..ues raised in thesubject
through problemskeyed10 the textual di""u",iofl."
Examination copiesof the bookshaw beensent III Civil
Procedure professors across the country. and we " ish
Professors Teply and Whitten allibc best as they await
responses regardingadoption of their book ar lither law
schools.

Professors Teplyand Whitten have been involved in
other activities as well, Professor Whitten was elec ted
to serve as chair of lhe LawSchool Admini..tra(iun and
Finance Comminee.tbe rhree-per-oe repeesenenive fac
ulty commit tee which woo.. with the Dean in vnal mal
ter-, affecting the Law Scboot.He abo servedon IWO

state-w idecommitteesdealing with the local United
Sure, District Coon on i"ue\ coocerning coonrules
andcivil procedure. Professor Teply. while he worked
on lhe Civil Procedure material. abo completed a hook
for We..t Publishing Companyon legal rcgouation.
which will hepublished (hi.. fall. Hecontinue..10 beac
uve in the international client counseling cornpemion
program. spon..ored by (he American Bar Asso(iation,
and. since we hired a legal writing professor. he ha.. re
tur ned to teachingTrade Regulations in addition to his
ulht:r courses.

l"rur........ur Jnwph 1\ II~n·lt i. now theA.A. aIkI
Ethel 'roee m Professor of LegalEthics,had a very
busy andmulti-faceted year.due: to hisdual position a...
pnlfesS!.lf of la" and a...si..lanldireclor of !he Creighton
C~mer for Health PoI;ey and flhic's. He publi\heda
numberof ~'i.1)S and articb onethics. religion. health
Cart. and bio-elhics (includingaIlicleson AIDS. repro
duclive technology. end-of-lifedl'Ch ions. andmaternal
felal conflictsl, and a recent an ide in lhe Cf('i~htoll WI\'
Rt'l'i~ ' on lhe problem..which arise when the puohc
thinks of lawyers as "hired gun..... He ha~ panicipated in
a numher of conferences ;tnd l.'olllinuingeducation pro
grams in connection with the Celller a.nd his role as the
Law School'sexpcn on legal ethics.and he continues to
beaclive in UniversilY and l.'ommunily commilll•.'e" and
SCT\o'ices.



Joseph Allegretti, the A.A
Legal Ethics

Professors Teplyand whitten ....c rcn'r the only Law
School faculty to announce a new arrival. Prores-or
Ter ry anderson and \td i~\a GardnerArderson be
came proud parents of AlexanderGardner AOOeNll1
thisspring.and the LawSchool family shared in their
joy. Professor Anderson also signed a contract wnh
Wesl Puhli~hing Companyto edit two majorcriminal
law bnoLs and 10 writea book 00 criminaljustice for
use in undergraduate programs" He hasfinished ala....
revic..... ankle entitled"Post-Confirmation Defaults and
Changes." which i' nuw underconsideration at anum
ber of law review offices.

It\ hard to ce-cnbe the tremendou' impact madeon
the Law School in k,1o thanone year by Associate
Prof.....,ur 1\01.' Andrus, the Directorof the Klurznick
Law Lit'f'.lT)". You really have to ~top by and see the
change- with )our own c~es" Professor Andrus.and the
entire Library slaff. haveexpanded computerized legal
researchservicesand lihraty palron -crvkes; reformu
lated the «effing and re"'JXm,ihili t)"oc-cnpnons for law
library personnel: and organized the hbrary collection.
He wav -elected as a delegate- to the ~e-bra.,ka Pre-
\\ bite HotI~ Conferenceon library and Information
Sen ices.and he continues10edit an annual bibli
ography for the l ouma! ofAir WI'," and Commerce.

We introduced )OU Ia,t ye-ar 10 .-\ ,i , tanl
Pntf('\sor Aneeta Ballentine. who i our first
Director of Legal w ming. She has made tremen
dous pmgres~ in lev, than one: year in reshaping
and improvingour required first-and second-year
writingcourses. and thi, summer ...he i... working
with Profcs-ors Teply and whuten 10 mergethe
writing and procedure !\yllabiso Ihat the two COUT!>
es complement each orber.In addition, this fall she
i" teachingan advanced legal writing seminar to
third-year ..tudents. Pr ofessor Ballentine also as
!\UmLoO <pon-orsbip of the Domestic Mo or Coon
Program and has brought about major improve
menrs in thatextra-curricular activity

Pmfc..,ur Ed IIirmingham continued 10 edit
the 23·v(llulliC Mauhcw Bende-r treatiseon personal in
jury law. IIc: has completeda revision of the chapteron
architects andengineers.iscurrently workingon a revi
sion of lhe ch:lph,.'r on conlliet of law~, and has accepte:d
re~JX lJlsihi li ty to prnduce- the 1992supplcments to the
entire treati-e. In addition to hisclassesand the research
on the pe/'Sl.mal injul)' treatise. he al~ ~O('T\'ed as faculty
advifo()f to the C1 iem Coun-;eling and Negotialion learns
and scT\"ed on thi..year's facultyrecruitmentcommillt'e.

Anothcrne.... f3L'C who has bl=COI1li: an imponamand
'aluable pan of the faI,:ulty i, As.\ud ale Pn lres.-.or
Catht'rine Kroolu. She Ita,made dr.unaticand imme
diate impacl in :\ebrJ,~la in the area (Ifthe kgal righb
of children. Her fiN year here was a model for ne....
leacheT!> at Creightoo or at anyoIher law school. as she
slkXe'o,fully combinedte,M:hing, ..cholan.hip. and sen-·
ice.ProfessorDrools Iaught fiN-ycar Tons and upper-

division course.. in family law and the rights of children.
and ,he published a law reviewarticleand t"'o articles
in social science journalson the problemsof expert res
nrrony in childabusecaces. Shealso participated in
continuing legaleducation prngr:uTIS and has been-invit
ed10join a number of local and state-....'idecommittees
dealing withchildahu-e and protection of children's
rights. It's a pleasurehaving Profes-orBrooks on the
CreightonLa", faculty.

IJmffio;or \larianne Culhane waselected by her
peers this past year10 the Law SchoolAdministration
and Finance Commiuee.and ..he has just been "0100 as
chairof thai body for the comingyear. Thisevidences
tbe respect held for her by the faculty. Professor
Culhaneacceptedour reque...t to teach ibe new four-unit
Busire....s A..socianonscia'S. She continuedto serveas
Chair of the :\ebr.bL.a Sene A\.,ol:iation Bu\i~~ and
Insurance Section's VCCAnicle 1A Subcommiuee.
.... hich rcviewedand proposed changes for the slate:
adoptionof Ankle- 2A. She 'iC'n'c~ on two other NSBA
committees andalso i, a memberof the SupremeCoun
Nominanng Commission. a pocition of great impor
tanceand e..teem in xebraska.

andEthel Yt JSS l 'm Professor of

We reported 10 you la_' t year that I'rofessur "\ Iike
Fenner had finished Inc first supplement to the
Nebraska iIIryinstructions ld. l ie: h:LSnow fini sht.'tIthe
second supplemenl. SUl.'CCs ... sometimcs is a heavy bur-
den" The- NJI 2dha.'oc>en such an O\'cr helmingly v:l.lu-
able- 1001 for :\ebra,L.a la.....yer- thal hi, oTt in keeping
the bookcurrent isju~ a, imponantas 0110 theoriginal
te,,!. Profe<;sor Fenner ha' beenon the faculty of a num
ber of continuing legal education pmgrJ.ms and he
speaks at manycilyand slate functions" Professor
FennerolTered a nev. cour;e Ihi, ra-'il )'ear. a -;eminar in
fiN Amendment i...sucs in freedom of speech,andthe
COUf'o(' v.a~ ' "cT)"well·
rcceiH:d by his ~Iude:nl'i..

Proh"'''f)f Rarhara (;/'f't'n chairedthe Admi\.sioo'
Comminee!hi.. )'carand.a, you v. ill 'iCe below, her
leadcf!>hip pro\"OO \"('1)" 'ucce:.sful. Wec\perienced o;ig-



nificant increases in thl:quality andquantity of our ap
plicant pool andenteringclass. She continuedto teach
an overload, as she again addeda section of first-year
Alternate Dispute Resolution to her regularcourseload
She was electedby her peersto join Professors Whitten
and Culhane on the Administration and Finance
Comrmncc . and she spendsa greatdeal of her "leisure"
time in community service. especially for a food pantry
whichserves the needy of Omaha.

I)mf~'ol lr Pat Green taught an upper-division
COUi"'oC in product liability. fie approached thecourse in
a TTIO\I unusual and innovative manner, as he focusedon
the complexnature of litigation which is (he usualarena
for products liability cases. B)' emphasizing fhedevel
opment and elements of the casco as well as the theories
of substantive law in this urea. he gave his students a
"two-fer: ' both ton law and trial practice, Professor
Green also published an ank le in the CreiKh/o/l Law
Rel'iell' concerning the law of misrepresentation. and he
continuesto teach. and research new ways to teach. our
first-year course in Jurisprudence,

Also leaching a newcourse this year was Proress or
Collin ,\ lanJ,: rum. wbo combmed his interests in
American legal history and jurisprudence to form a TIe'"

upper-division courseemilled 'History of American
Legal1110Ught: ' He alsocontinuedto teach the
Advanced Trial Practice course and serve as faculty
srxmsor (and van driver) for the Creighton Trial
Advocacy competition teams, Professor Mangrum's
record of scholarship continues to grow, l it.' publisheda
law review articleon lhe constitutional problems of reli
giousconstrJints a.. they affectparental visuaucn rights
for divorced parents, a growingnauonal controversy
which has been the forus of a number of Xcbraxka
SupremeCourt dl'Cisions, By the way, he wouldbetoo
modest to tell you, but hewasalso voted 1'1)() Nebraska
Boy's Soccer Coach of the Year.

I)mfc,>sur Kent Neumeister was gracious to step in
and teach the Employment Discrimination course for
one year while Professor Larson wason leaveat the
EEOC, and metotal of his four upperdivision course
enrollments probably gave him more upper-division
suoerubours than anyother memberof (hefaculty', He
also worked wnh Professor Andrusas chair oftbe
Library Comrmnee. and he was a pamcipam in a con
ference at Yale Law Schoolon the 2(Oh anniversary of
the Bill of Rights.

The faculty continues to fine-tune the changesmade
two years ago on the curriculum, and while Professor
Eric Pears on. as chair of that committee. is happy to be
of service, he musthope for a year of more peace than
this past year, We have had a numberof changes in the
curriculum this past year, but suffice 10 say here thai
Professor Pearson performed an important service to the
LawSchoolas Chair of the Curriculum Cornmince.
Professor Pearson also taught an overloadbyconunuing
to teach a seminar on presidential power in addition to
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his regular COUi"'oC assignrnents. He was electedby the
Cla..s of 19Q I ih "Professor of the Year." Professor
Pearson participated in a number of continuing legal ed
ucation progmms, and the result of one such assignment
is published elsewhere in this issue- our magazine. And.
he served our community, both as an advisor to the
SierraClub and as a member of the Mayor's Advisory
Commission on the Environment.

Pro teswr .\ Ianfred Pieck continuedhis outstanding
service a, advi-or (and doting andsometimes demand
ing parent ) to the lntcmational ~Inol Court program and
to the Jessup ~ Io{)( Coon team, He attended two inter
national contercnce s on Semiotics and Natural Law, and
he has been more involved latelywith career counseling
for present and past students as more lawyers and lay,
students express interest in practicing internationallaw

As you probably know from our announcement lasr
fall, we honored I'rllfessur Franres Ryan at the 1m
Law School Annual Dinner. It was an electric moment
as Professor Ryan ...tood with Father Morrison and lis
tenedas I read lhe proclamation listing her tremendous
contributions to encouraging sudents. andespecially
students ct color,at Creighton LawSchool.When it
was announced that the Mmomy Student Scholarship
Fund wasbeing renamed in her honor, the entire 600
plus crowd rose to salute and thank her. This coming
year is ProfcsS\lr Ryan's final ye,lr as a full-time mem
ber of the faculty, We hope you will have a chance to
write or call or stop by to express your best wishes to
her. I'm sure she'll bearound; she will teach her usual
course load and will probably spend her usual long
boors in heroffice counseling students and working on
admissions mancrs.

PmfCS'ol lr Rlln Santoni hada real "law school"
year, :"ot only did hedo his usual outstandingjob here.
but both of hischildren were in law school in 1940-91!
That was a proud dad walking the halls. Professor
Santoni continued to earn top teachingevaluation- in
his business-refuted courses. and he alsocompleted a re
search article. published in fml Jloycc Relations Law
Journal,entitled "The Employer's Duly Under the
Federal Securines Laws to Disclose Material
lnformauon 10 Employee-Shareholders.' Professor
Santoni also organized and spokeat a continuing legal
education program on counseling closely heldw rpora
tions.

You remember thai I reported la."1year that
Professor Rud Shkolnick had happily settled into a
wonderful lifeof a professor, with a routineof leaching,
counseling students, assisting lawyers fromtime 10

time, and finding time, not as often available duringhis
ten years as dean, to sec his children andgrandchildren
(and Iowa football team I. His idyllicexistence "" as
abruptly interrupted this past fall wbcnhis friend and
our colleague.Katherine Boc. married Professor
Thoma.. Morgan of theGCll'!!Cwashington University
LawSchool, and was offered an important position with



John Tomek. '31. and DeanRaful riew the photos in the "Tomek
Alumni Gallery'."

divisioncourses in bankruptcy and corporatereorgani
zation .... hich are her specialties, She has beenasked to
write a chapteron American bankruptcy policy for a
book on international bankruptcy law, and \he cor ujnues
to ....ork in the area of how bankruptcy regulations may
affect transfersof property upondissolutionof mar
riage. Professor White alsocontinues 10 be a popular
member of the faculty at the National Judicial College
in Reno. Nevada. where she annually lcciures slate
court judgeson the effectsof bankruptcy cases on state
court actions. She has been asked to speak at Nebraska
and American Bar Association programs on these same
topics.

fairs and rcg i~tra lion matters. She is invaluable as our
contactfor adjunct faculty and she continues10counsel
many students on academic and personal matters.

TheAdmi...\iorts picture continues10 get brighter and
brighter thanks in large part to Father Paul's leadership.
During thispast year.the nationall a.... school applicant
pool increased7.2o/c • .....hile Creighton applicauon s in
creased almost -W%. due most likely to Father Paul's
ability to tell the Creighton "storytto applicants across
the country. both in person and with our redesignedand
veryattractive admissions information. Additionally.
the quality of our pool increased and this year's entering
class will haveoutstanding quality indicators. Father

the Agency for International Development in washing
Ion. D.C. Father Morrison was suddenly withoutlegal
counsel. and he asked Professor Shkolnick 10 fill in "for
a little bit." Thata..signmenr strercbcd unnl rhis spring
whena new position of Legal Com sel was developed
and Omaha lawyeTGreg Jahn \loa" hired 10 fill ihe new
slot. Professor Shkolnick'swork for the University took
an enormous amountof lime. and I am sure I speak for
tbe President'sOfficewhen I report that he made a
tremendous contribution to the University's welfare as
"temporary" counsel to the President.

As usual. it's hard10 know .... here to sian with
Proressor Richa rd Shugr ue.He always squeezes in so
manyactivities each year, and theyarc of manydiffer-
ent styles and purposes. "Doc"Shugrue taught a new AD\lINISTRATIOS
COUThC this year on post-conviction relief.an expanding I am pleased (0 report tbarI continue 10 have rrcmcn-
areaof interest in the curricula of many lawschools, dous support from outstanding staffin the Dean's
and he also published an article in the Creighum La"' Office. including Associate Dean Harbura Gaskins,
Rel'iewon the issues of ioforrncd consent in Nebraska. Assistant Dean Father David Paul. S.:\I.. and
He was indemandas a speaker at continuing legal and A.",sistant til the Dean Pauty nn Xunez. Dean Gaskins
medical education programs and as a speaker to many again taught a course in Negotiable Instruments and
community group!>. He made numerous appearanceson also supervisedplacementof our intern..hip student..
local radioand television (he was interviewedon one of while contin uing to handle ocr responsibitiues in the
the national net.... orks last fall). and he continued his Dean's Orflce. She is respons ible for our continuing
weekly column in the Daily Record. Of special note was legal educationofferings and for all of our academic af-

his service to the faculty recruitment com- '-Y.'-l~n:~r\1IU''I
mittec and his appoimmemto serve a\ spe-
cial counsel to the Committee on Academic
Freedom and Responsibilityat the
University of Nebraska-Omaha.

You can read a portions of the fruits of
flroft."\Or Ron Volkmer's laborselse....here
in this issue of our magazineas he finishes
his two-part series on Professor William
Sternberg. Professor Volkmer alsoconriu
ucd to teach an overload of courses (he says
he loves it!) and he served as one of the all
visors10 the Creighson LawRel'il'W. Pro
fessorVolkmer was active this year with the
University Long Range Planning project,
and he continued as reporter on Northwest
Reporter property decisions for the ABA
Committeeon Real Property. Professor
Volkmer ha.. become more involved in vari
ous aspec ts of mediation. something he has been learn
ing about as he teaches our Alternate Dispule Reso
lution courses. and this year he helped drJ.ft an ADR bill
for the Nebraska legislature. IHe also testified on that
billon behalf ofthc Bar A..sociauon.l He also serveson
the Nebraska Mediation Coalition. Legislative BiJl 90,
signed into law this spring byGovernor Nelson, pr0

vides funding to Nebraska non-profit organizations
w hich provide mediation services at a reduced fee or for
nocost.

It was indee d a pleasurehaving Proreeor :\Iichad a
While join our facult y. She brought great spirit anden
thusiasm to her first-year Tons class anti to the upper·
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Paul i' also invaluable in his role of student affairsdean.
a' hecounsels both individual students and student or
ganil4ltit'lh. lie: has abo accepteda larger role in thefi
nancial aid and scholarshiprealm.which assists the
University since he ha, become an expert in the oft-con
fu'ing and murky world of federal financial aid regula
litlO'.

Paulynn :-';unel does almosteverything around here.
thuv lhe new uneof A"i,lant to theDean.Slowly bur
,urel)" ,he i, -.culing in 10 her main job responsibility,
which ha-, shifted fmm recrui tment and admissions to
alumni affuirv, developrrern. and specialevents. :\tany
of you p.-oNhly talkedto Paulynns crewof students
wno handled the Law School Phooe-athon rhi.. pa.\t
'pring. We arcpleased withalumni response 10 calls
fmmour ' tudC'nts. and it ~a, due in largepan to :\h .
Nunc/'" o~ani/..at}ona l ' lills lhat theprojectwent
smoothly and earned record funds forour Annual Fund
drive. Paulynn will al\ll handle class reunions. publica
tit"IS. lectures and conferences. and other projects"a...
a..... igned."

Onere'JlllO,ibi1ity sharedby theteamof G;I.,lins.
Paul. and Nunel wa, additional renovation of our build
ing this pN year. We reeded more faculty officesand
the "team' re-designed the Fitzgerald Conference Room
and woo. space behind it \II that we no~ have three new
fal.·ullyofficesanda ne~ly designedFitzgerald
Contercrce Room. We have 411-.0 built three new
Placement lr uerview room vnear theCareer Service..01'
fice . which we believe will ease the congestion and
stressof sludenls siuing in the Dean's Office a., they
wait for interviews.

l.AW SCIlOOl . ACTI\, ITU:S
TIlC Law School was honored to host a numberof

outstanding speakers this past year. including a very
special visit from this year's TePoel Lecturer, Ju dge
Clarence Thulllas and his wife Virginia Lamp Thomas.
'Xl lt is exciting for our students to have listened to and
spent time with President Bush's nominee for the
United SI;lles Supreme Court. lie gave a wonderful talk
at Creighton and was a delightful and friendly p artici
pam in meetings with students and faculty.

The Law School ho sted Professor Sle\ en Reissof
the New Yorl University School of Law as the Lane
Foundation Lecturer: and the Civil Rights Lecture was
unusual thi, year a.,we invited JU'litt Ilennis Archer
of the \ l:ichigan SupremeCoon and Jud~e Trud~

Anher of the 36th District Coun of :\-lichigan. John
l flll ple Swin~ of the Couocil on ForeignRelations w;l.'
a special guN of the Inlernational Law Society. and the
panel of judgt.'1o for the Final RouIKh of the:\1001 Coun
pn~ram includt.'d our three graduates on the ~ebr.i,ka
SupremeCoon. Judge-. John Grant. ·SO. I}.de
Fahrnhr uch. ·S1.and C. Thuma.. White. ·S2.The
:\ e-OCh la SupremeCoon held a special sessionof coun
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in the Gross Appellate Courtr oom in ihe Spring.
A number of new stude-nt groups were organized this

year. including the Women's LawAssociation and the
Public Interest Law Forum. The Crt';1:htoTl LaM' Review
co-hosted. with theCenter for Hea11h Policy and Ethics.
a -ympo-iurnon medical malpract ice. and the results of
the symposium will bepubli-bed in a cpecia! issueof
theReview. The Environmental Law Society suncd a
nell. slener to inform the entireLaw School community
of issues.both legal and political. relating 10 the envi
mnment.

Individual ,t udent honors .... ere earnedby two fin l
)'ear !Judems. \"idd Bourne and Brenda Beadle, who
won the IntraSchool Client CounselingTournament and
went on to win theRegional Tournament They headed
off to NalitlOal, . ~here they facedstiff competition
from experienced -ecord- and third-year siudems. and
ended up placing fifth in the country! Twoof our siu 
dents. Tom Fitch (Jrd year) and mil O'Farrell (1st
)earl. were honored by their fellow students and faculty
for leavingCreighton 10 serve in the conflict in the
:\lidJle Ea\t.

Commencement boooo illCludt.'d: Highest Triennial
Av erage..\lk hOle1J. .\ l iII , ; OuNandingStudent
Service Award. I'ats) \1. Kim and \1k had J.
Frandl",i; Student Bar Associmion Outstanding
Facuh)' Award. l'roft"ro\4lr bk I'earsun; and Senior
Speaker. Edith T. Peebtes,

CO\CI.t;S I()\
Dear Reader, )'ou will find it difficult to believe. but

Icould have (and maybe should havergoneon for
p;.lge' moreabout IlCWS of curriculum revisions. more
exciting news fromthe Law Library. other human inter
est stories of student activities and progress. andeven
more news about significant faculty accomplishments
during the 1t)t)()-lJI academic year, But I know you can
only (a, they now say in the computer era) "process" so
much information for OIlC ycar. Hopefully you'll get the
feelin g rbutrhis past year W,L' a yearof excitement.
progress. challenge. and fulfill ment. We realize that
someof ihc goals we have set are still ttl be met and the
1:1\'" before us arc demanding. hut we look for"..ard to
this coming year with a rene.... cd senseof commitment
to the ideals of teaching law and the needfor a system
of justice in our country \Ve thank youfor your contin
uing suppon of our mission.

l ..a~ fl.'n('t' Rarul
Deanand Probwr of La....
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Years and miles no longer need to separate you
from your Law School. Use the envelope in the
middleof the magazine to order your sweat
shirts and mugs.
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