


The Lion and the Mouse.
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THE FABLES OF ÆSOP
THE LION AND THE MOUSE.

A Lion was awakened from sleep by a Mouse 
running over his face. Rising up in anger, he 
caught him and was about to kill him, when the 
Mouse piteously entreated, saying : “ If you 
would only spare my life, I would be sure to repay 
your kindness.”  The Lion laughed and let him 
go. It happened shortly after this that the Lion 
was caught by some hunters, who bound him by 
strong ropes to the ground. The Mouse, recog
nizing his roar, came up, and gnawed the rope with 
his teeth, and setting him free, exclaimed : “ You 
ridiculed the idea of my ever being able to help 
you, not expecting to receive from me any repay
ment of your favour ; but now you know that it is 
possible for even a Mouse to confer benefits on a 
Lion.”

THE FATHER AND HIS SONS.

A Father had a family of sons who were per
petually quarrelling among themselves. When he
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THE CROW AND THE SERPENT.

A Crow, in great want of food, saw a Serpent 
asleep in a sunny nook, and flying down, greedily 
seized him. The Serpent turning about, bit the 
Crow with a mortal wound ; the Crow in the agony 
of death exclaimed : “  O unhappy me ! who have 
found in that which I deemed a happy windfall the 
source of my destruction.”

THE HUNTER AND THE HORSEMAN.

A c e r t a i n  Hunter having snared a hare, placed it 
upon his shoulders, and set out homewards. He 
met on his way with a man on horseback who begged 
the hare of him, under the pretence of purchasing 
it. The Horseman having got the hare, rode off 
as fast as he could. The Hunter ran after him, as 
if he was sure of overtaking him. The Horseman, 
however, increasing more and more the distance 
between them, the Hunter, sorely against his will, 
called out to him, and said, “  Get along with you L 
for 1 will now make you a present of the hare.”

The Fables of Æsop

Butler & Tanner The Selwood Printing Works Frome and London'




	80124-4455 - 0001
	80124-4455 - 0002
	80124-4455 - 0003
	80124-4455 - 0004
	80124-4455 - 0005
	80124-4455 - 0006

