


<tE*HEfables of Efop have always been

efleemed the beft lefonsfor youth, as
beifig well adapted to convey the mofl ufe-
fu | fnaxims, in a very agreeable manner
Accordingly, many writers both in verfe
and profe, have endeavoured to cloath
them in an Englifh drefs. It would ill
become the Author of this work to ani-
madvert uponStheir labours : but he.
thinks it may befaid with truth, and he
hopes with modejly, that nothing of this
kind, which has been publijhed in profe,
canjuflly djjipurage himfrom the prefent
undertaking.

Informing this colleBion, he has endea-
voured to difinguf, by two feparate
books? the refpedlive compoftions of the
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as have made themfelves remarkable

only by their writings, and who flou-
rifhed at a very wide diftance from our
own times ; the great difficulty, in gene-
ral, is to collect fufficient memorials : but
in giving an account of Efop, there arifes
a particular difficulty, from the many
falfhoods, which have been fo long and
fo confidently afiferted concerning him. |
fhall therefore firft endeavour to clear the
ground from thefe; and then to colledt
from writers of good credit, what may be
related of him with mere probability.

The great diftorter both of Efop’s life
and perfon, is one Planudes; an eaftern
monk, who lived at Conftantinople, 1 to-
ward the end of the 14th century. He
publifiied feveral fabks in Greek, under

the

I N recording the lives of fuch perfuns,

1 Fabricius fays he flourifhl™in the year 1380.
Eibl. Grazca-, Lib. 3. cap. 28. p. 693.
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I N D E X

TO THE

FIRST BOOK.

FABLE I
The Trees and the Bramble.
CT~HE moft worthiefs perfons are generally the mo/i
prefuming.
FABLE H.
The Frogs defiring a King.

"Tis better to bear with fome defeats in a mild and
gentlegovernment, than to rifque the greater evils
of tyranny and perfection.

FABLE Il
The Wolf and the Shepherds.

fVe feverely cenfure that in others, which we our'sf
felves praftife without fcruple.

FABLE IV.
The Belly and the Limbs.
Wisafolly even to wijh towitholdour partfrom the
fupport of civil government.
FABLE V.
The Fox and the Swallow.
IVejhould well confidery whether the removal ofa
prefent evil docs not tend to introduce a greater.



FABLE VI
The Fox and the Raven*.
W hereverflattery gains admiffion, itfeems to lanijh
common-fenfe.
FABLE VI
The Fox and the Stork.

We Jhould always refled, before we rally another,
whether we can bear to have thejejl retorted.
FABLE \viii.

The Daw with borrowed Feathers.

To aim at figure by the means either of borrowed
wit, or borrowed money, generally Jubjefts us at
lafl to tenfold ridicule.

FABLE IX
The Wolf and the Lamb.

They who do not feel the fentiments of humanity,
willfeldom liflen to the pleas of reafon.

FABLE X
The Mountain in Labour.

To raife uncommon expectations™ renders an or-
dinary event ridiculous.

FABLE Xl
The Boys and the Frogs.

"Tis unjufl and cruel to raife ourfclves mirth, at
the expence of another’s peace and happinefs.

FABLE XIl
The Lark and her Young-ones.

We fhould rely principally upon our oivn diligence5.
in matters that concern ourfelves alone.
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"iykitfightingale and the Bull-finch.

Learnmg” undoubtedly of the utmojl advantage to
realgtmius: yet, when put in competition, the
funds aKthe one are limitedj and of the other
inexbaapible.

FABLEt.
ighting Cocks™ahd the Turk|yv

ns Jeldftn cotyiaer befori tify go to
r tIx conque/txuill be worth.the cofL.

FABLTf LI7
T ing-fifher andthe £5£mov 1

M ens natural tempers will bejl direfl them to ihltr
proper fphcre in the.purfuit of happinefs.

FABLE LIL T

The SdjgE and the Bee. -
Thecandivenpet.ii,wheigj*
fro g\enfttrAf  V



