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CONTROLLED READERS FOR AFRICA
This series is intended to help learners enjoy their reading, 
acquire further information through reading, and to widen 
their command of fundamental vocabularies and structures.

The situations and setting are genuinely African and will be 
familiar to most learners. Familiarity with the content will help 
the learner to concentrate more on the language, since he will be 
able to anticipate and supplement much in the same way as a 
native English reader can.

The words and structural patterns are controlled at each stage 
and present a graded progression towards a 2,000 word vocabu
lary and coverage of all fundamental tenses, verb-patterns, 
adverbial and adjectival sequences, and clause construction. 
The vocabulary and structural items covered by this series have 
been selected and graded to fit in with up-to-date English 
course-books used throughout the world.

Words new to each stage are set at the foot of the page where 
they first appear. The intake of these words is controlled in such 
a way that not more than six new words appear for the first 
time on any one page. Words that are beyond the reader- 
stage but are made essential by the topic of the text are kept to a 
minimum and listed under ‘ topic words 5 at the end of the book. 
The sentence and/or utterance progresses in length and com
plexity over the series.

Comprehension questions on the content of the text are pro
vided as a check on the efficiency of the learner’s reading.
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FABLES FROM KENYA
Here axe some well-known folk-tales from Kenya. Many of the 
stories are about animals. They will amuse you, but they will 
also make you think about how people act and live.
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/ THE CLEVER HARE AMD THE OLD 
WOMAN

A long time ago, in the land we now call Kenya, there was an 
old woman who lived all alone and was always very sad because 
she had never had any children.

One day the clever hare went to the old woman and said, ‘ As 
you have no children I have decided that I shall be your child.*

* I don’t need a hare for a child,’ laughed the old woman.
‘ You are making a big mistake, old woman,’ the hare replied 

very calmly. * You are very old now and you cannot work in 
your fields any more. You can’t even gather firewood for your
self so you need someone to help you and, as you have no children, 
I have decided that I shall be your child. I shall do all the work 
for you and all I want in return is a little food.’

The old woman thought for a few moments and then she said, 
‘ Well, I think that’s fair. As I have no children to help me I 
think it’s very kind of you to want to help.’

For the first few days the old woman was very pleased with her 
new son. The hare brought her firewood and water and every 
day he went off to the fields with the hoe his new mother had 
given him. Every evening he came back tired and dirty. 
Every night the old woman gave him a supper of beans, bananas 
and millet and asked him for news about the fields and plants.

‘ It’s very hard work, mother, but I shall stay and work on

calm ly m om ent supper news
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