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PREFACE.

I t  is more difficult, probably, to compose or compile a book 
suited to the feelings and capacities of children from six to ten 
years of age, than for persons in any other stage of life. About 
the commencement of this period, it is time to throw aside the 
insipid mental aliment which might have been proper and pala
table during earlier infancy : and still we should be careful for 
6ome time yet, not to present them with such as they cannot 
relish nor digest.*

It has been remarked by many instructors, that the most of 
the compilations designed for the primary reading classes, con
tain many pieces on subjects too abstract and complex for young 
children'to understand. The same defect may be observed in 
some of the reading lessons in spelling books, even although 
the sentences consist of monosyllables of easy pronunciation. 
It cannot be expected that children of six or eight years, can 
comprehend profound figurative expressions, or read with pro
priety, what is as unintelligible to them as if expressed in 
Latin.

Reading lessons for young beginners ought to embrace 
subjects which are calculated to interest their feelings and 
sympathies, captivate their attention and curiosity, and at 
tbe same time, as far as possible, to implant in their yield
ing hearts the seeds of benevolence and virtue. M. Ber- 
quin has perhaps combined all these intentions as happily 
as any writer who has devoted his time and talents to juve
nile instruction.! The compiler of the “ Pleasing Com
panion,” recollects the gratification he enjoyed in the early 
perusal of his ingenious and instructive stories. Berquin’s

* Instruction should always be rendered agreeable, in order to be beneficial to those that are to learn. The skill of a preceptor consists in gaining the affection? of his pupils, and conveying knowledge in so gradual and clear a manner, as to adapt it to the strength of the young student’s capacity. Many a poor child has been disgusted with books and learning, by the heavy laborious tasks that have been given it to learn by heart, before it was capable of understanding them. [M ental I mprovement.Most people would probably become readers, if furnished with suitable books at a proper time of life. If is only necessary to offer instruction to the voluntary acceptance of children, in a proper manner, to produce an ardent appetite for it  [M oral I nstructort  The interest children generally take in the society of those of their own age, is such, that every thing, in print, which is like a picture of them selves, and the society they associate with, will be interesting.
[L ancaster.



“  Children's Friend,"  from which a considerable pari ot 
the Companion  is derived, is too expensive for aeneral use, and not adapted to the state of society in the united 
States. The language has therefore been’a little modified 
in several of the articles from that work.The compiler also recollects the pleasure and instruction 
which he derived from the early perusal of Thomas D ay’s 
“  H istory o f  Sandford and M erton , ”  and, judging of 
the feelings and sympathies of the present rising genera
tion by those of his own childhood, he has drawn pretty 
freely upon the ample fund of juvenile instruction which that production affords, in filling up the following pages.

Maria Edgeworth has contributed much to the stock of 
materials of infantine education, but her works are too pro
lix and costly for universal circulation, and, as well as those of Mrs. Barbauld, seem to be designed for the more opu
lent circles of society, both in respect to cost and cha
racter.

The design of the compiler of the present little volume 
is to prepare a convenient and cheap class-book, from vari
ous juvenile publications, avoiding, as far as he is able, the 
defects which have been attributed to the former compila 
tions of this description.

Philadelphia, March  26, 1824
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