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FABLES
Lj unny, tragic, even horrifying, fables have been popular for millennia. 

J-L their directness and simplicity make them accessible to both adults 
and children, but the picturesque guise of animal characters is perhaps the 
key to their success, the vices and virtues of the animals having long been 
attributed by universal popular consent — a fox is always cunning, a lion hold, 
a wolf cruel, a hare timid. But, of course, the stories are really about human 
behaviour, morality — and immorality. Here are vital lessons of life, counsels 
of prudence and worldly wisdom — how to avoid tricky situations and traps 
for the unwary; but also how to profit from others’ misfortunes!

HE sop is the most famous of fable-tellers, but the story of his life is 
obscure. He may have lived on Samos in the seventh century BC and then 
travelled, meeting leading phdosophers of his time, ending at the court of 
King Croesus of Lydia, where he became much celebrated. By the end of the 
fifth century BC, yHsop’s name was well known in Greece, and his fables 
became popular, especially in Athens. The origin of many of the tales date 
back centuries before /Esop, having been handed down orally from gener
ation to generation, but his name became associated with fables to such a 
degree that many old stories tended to become ‘/Esop’s”, and after his death 
many new fables were attributed to him.

Not all the stories have concluding morals. The original tales may not 
have had them at all, the audience being left to draw its conclusions. And 
some stories, such as ’dog in the manger”, have passed into common speech.

This collection brings together some of the most popular and well- 
known fables, and they are presented here with traditional coloured 
illustrations to add even more to the reader’s enjoyment.
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