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I DEDICATE THIS VOLUME 
To my namesakes

Sincerely appreciating the honor of having nine of them.

RETROSPECTION

/ trust I may never be placed in ihe plight
O f meeting that ivoe-begone poet and wight 

Who said, “Backw ard! Turn backward! O, Time, in pour flight; 
Mal^e me a child again, just for to-night.’'

Were Time to grant any such gesture to me.
You, then, I  am sure, could quite easily see 

That a jumbled-up mess it Tvould certainly be 
Figuring out our great family tree.

Our Crand-mother old might, in fact, be so young,
That she as a sister would rattle her tongue 

And say, “Grand-father surely udll get himself stung 
Unless he stays 'rvay from that cider barrel bung.”

Our Uncle might be a first cousin to us,
And start to object and quite possibly cuss,

I f  we, planting ourselves in our wheel-barrow bus.
Failed to move over without any fuss.

Then Mother might be our fond parent no more,
But just a mere brat of the people next door.

And D ad : What a cute setting for Daddy to score;
Waving his bottle and shouting out, “F ore!”

I  surely believe you will think me quite right
In hoping that I may not e'er meet the wight 

Who said, “Backw ard! Turn backward! O, Time, in your flight; 
M ake me a child again, just for to-night.”

I  much prefer letting my memory trace,
In fond recollection, each cherub-like face 

O f Frank, David and Carol, wee Gladys and Grace,
Smiling and cooing from pillow of lace.



PREFACE

The Fables of Aesop were probably composed by him some 
time during the sixth century B. C., and they have since that 
time been read by millions of people, both adults and children, 
for more than 2500 years.

Aesop was a  Greek, and was thought to have been a slave 
of a  Samian master by the name of Iadmon, by whom he was 
given his freedom, owing possibly to his high intellectuality. 
Aesop is said to have visited the courts of several kings, one be
ing that of Croesus, whose great wealth has always been pro
verbial. Quite frequently one hears the expression, "He is as 
rich as Croesus."

It is said that just before Aesop's death he was sent by 
Croesus to distribute a  certain sum of money to each of the citi
zens of Delphi, an ancient town of Greece. For some reason he 
would not distribute this money, and the citizens of Delphi be
came angered, killing him by throwing him from a high preci

pice.

None of the writings of Aesop have ever been found, and it 
is therefore supposed that his Fables were orally delivered and 
handed down to posterity by repetition. In modem times many 
collections of the Fables of Aesop have been compiled, including 
one of Latin verse by Phaedru^, who lived and translated them 
about 400 A. D. Rather an interesting fact in this connection is 
that Phaedrus was also a  slave.

It is our thought that the Fables can be better appreciated and 
more easily memorized, especially by children, if they are in 
the form of rhyme. In their compilation it has been our aim to 
adhere as closely as possible to the text, with very little addition 
or change of diction, and but a  minimum amount of poetic 
license.
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THE COCK AND THE PEARL

One morning a  Cock walked out with his flock,

Crowed loudly and 'woke the people and stock.

While strutting he stopped and spied in the straw 

A bright, shining thing, with never a  flaw,,

Which turned out to be a  Pearl of great price,

Lost when a rich Earl fell down on the ice.

A Pearl to the Cock was not a  great prize,

No matter how pure or large was its size.

He said, "Pearls to men may be of great worth,

But pecks of those gems to Cocks are just mirth;

To us grains of com mean more than a  Pearl,

Though more highly prized by Prince or by Earl."

“Precious things are for those that know hoi» to prize them."
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