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P R E F A C E

A World of Stories for Children is much more than a collec- 
tion of classic tales for young people of all ages. It is not just a 
selection of stories, the best stories for this kind of anthology. It is 
rather an outgrowth of the desire to gather the treasure of stories 
with wnich the editors have grown up and lived their lives. It 
came from a desire on their part to have in their own homes, in 
one book, a collection of the best-loved imaginative tales, legends 
and stories from the earliest days down to the beginning of our 
modern times. Those stories we loved by common consent have 
become the heritage of English-speaking children the world over.

The idea of the volume actually was planted when we, the 
editors, began reading the fables of Aesop and fairy tales to our 
children. Then it grew when we gave them old Greek and Ori- 
entai tales that stimulate the sense of beauty and wonder. It was 
near full-grown when they asked for more, and we put into their 
hands the folklore of India and the French people, the rich stories 
o£ England and Scandinavian lands. Here life in literature was 
intimately international and greatly beloved. These rich folk tales 
were the soil from which grew our chiiaren's desire for the large 
literature of life. Folk tales are the foundation on which we all 
build our literary houses. And the tales in this volume are the 
foundation on which the marvelous world of literature rears its 
splendid mansions.

And so practically at the direct suggestion of our boys and girls 
we decided that all such tales put together into one book would be 
a valuable addition to “one-volume” libraries.

Our task was not a simple one, for we wanted a well-rounded 
volume in every respect, the right stories in the best versions. We 
set to work and spent endless hours in research work and compari- 
son. It will interest you to know that, for example, there are ac- 
tually hundreds of collections of Aesop’s fables. Many are poor 
translations; many volumes contain versions that were never told 
by Aesop; many have been twisted into forms to suit some particu- 
lar translator or editor. For that reason it has always been hard to 
determine which tales were told by Aesop and which were related
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