


THE

LINCOLN READERS



THE
LINCOLN READERS

THIRD READER
BY

ISOBEL· DAVIDSON
SUPERVISOR OF CITY GRADES 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
STATE OF WISCONSIN

CHARLES J. ANDERSON
ASSISTANT STATE SUPERINTENDENT 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 
STATE OF WISCONSIN

SAMPLE COPY
TAKEN FROM -OUR-REGULAR STOCK

COMPLIMENTS OF THE

LAUREL W P K  COMPANY
BERNICE OEHLER

LAU R EL BOOK COM PANY
NEW YORK CHICAGO PHILADELPHIA



Copyright, 1922
Br LAUREL BOOK COMPANY 

All Bights Beserved

Grateful acknowledgment is made to the following pub
lishers for permission to use selections from their copyrighted 
material :

To Perry Mason Company for stories from the Youth’s 
Companion ; to the American Red Cross for stories from their 
Junior Magazine; to Lathrop, Lee and Shepard for “ Christ
mas Among the Eskimos”  by Abby Morton Diaz; to the 
Bureau of Education, Washington, for stories from the 
National School Service ; to American Motherhood for several 
stories; to the Comstock Publishing Company for a story by 
Helen Riley ; to the Outlook Company for a story by Margaret 
P. Boyle; and to the Houghton, Mifflin Company for two 
adaptations.

Special acknowledgment and thanks are due Professor S. A. 
Leonard of the University of Wisconsin and J. A. Harley of 
the Laurel Book Company for helpful criticisms, and to 
various teachers who have kindly tried out and tested the 
material.



INTRODUCTION

The Choice of the Name. School Readers have frequently 
borne the name of the authors or publishers. A  less common 
practice is to name the series in honor of some great leader 
whose ideals the authors seek to embody in their books. By 
their choice, the authors of the Lincoln Readers aim to honor 
both the name of Lincoln and the method by which he made 
himself a leader of men. Lincoln taught himself, what few 
people have learned in schoolrooms, to get thought deftly and 
accurately from printed pages, and to think clearly and 
straight.

A New Reader to Meet New Needs. During the last two 
decades many new series of readers have been published. 
Some of these are excellent. Their subject matter is well 
adapted for the purposes intended; the mechanical aids have 
greatly facilitated the efforts of pupils in learning to read. 
During the same period, and especially during the last 
decade, the educational world has seen great advances in the 
scientific investigation of reading. The results of these 
investigations into the processes, purposes, and materials of 
the efficient teaching of reading compel teachers to follow new 
methods, adopt new purposes, and seek reading matter of a 
character not yet available in sufficient amount. The Lincoln 
Readers are planned with reference to these investigations and 
the practical problems of the classroom teacher.

The Objectives of Reading. The following formulation of 
the Objectives of Reading represents the combined judgments 
of recent scientific investigators of reading and thousands of
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classroom teachers. This formulation has governed the choice 
of the subject matter and the planning of the study helps 
found in the Lincoln Readers.

1. Mastery of the Mechanics of Reading. The mastery of 
the mechanics of reading includes (a) rapid and accurate 
word recognition; (b) the development of skill in different 
kinds of reading, as careful reading, cursory reading, and 
reading for purposes of consultation; and (c) the enlarge
ment of the reading vocabulary so as to cover the require
ments of all kinds of reading matter.

2. Ability to Comprehend and Interpret. Ability in com
prehension and interpretation of reading matter includes the 
ability (a) to understand and assimilate rapidly and accurate
ly the content of what is read ; (b) to analyze what is read ; 
(c) to select the points of importance and interest in'.reading 
matter; (d) to assume the author’s point of view; and (e) 
to organize, retain, and apply the content of selections read to 
situations other than those presented in the matter read.

3. The Development of General Culture. The development 
of general culture includes (a) the cultivation of ability to 
enjoy what is read; (b) training in the further pursuance of 
thoughts presented or suggested by selections read; (c) an 
acquaintance with a wide variety of literature; and (d) 
practice in dealing with problems which arise from reading.

Means for Attaining the Objectives of Reading. In order 
to attain the Objectives of Reading, pupils must not only be 
provided with suitable reading matter, they must also be given 
specific training in the use of this matter. To show clearly 
how the Lincoln Readers provide these means, several refer
ences are here cited :

1. The Development of Rapid and Accurate Reading is 
provided for in all selections. Especial provision for such 
training is made in some selections. For example, in the use 
of the selection entitled, Our Pilgrim Fathers, for Grade III, 
pupils are required to work rapidly and at the same time with
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care in the rudimentary outline work demanded. Again, in 
the short selections, which set problems for the children to 
perform, there is a premium upon speed and accuracy, and 
there is also an objective test of the pupil’s accuracy. 
Speed without accuracy, assimilation, and retention would 
result in mere visualizing of words. These problems and the 
directions for games offer training not in mere visualizing, 
but in carrying out the directions set forth.

2. The Ability to Comprehend and Interpret is cultivated 
by means of selections which are read for a definite purpose 
and which provide tests to ascertain whether or not the 
purpose has been achieved. Many of the selections are opened 
with introductions which present problems that direct pupils 
to glean certain facts by reading. At the end are directions to 
test pupils’ comprehension and to re-direct their reading until 
comprehension has been achieved.

Specific provision is made for training in Accuracy. 
Criticism has been waged against dependence solely on verbal 
reactions as tests of accuracy. In accordance with this 
criticism, tasks of an objective character have been set for 
pupils. These tests, as in the making of a Sun Dial, The 
Magic Penny, and other selections, compel the pupil to give 
objective, non-verbal evidence of the accuracy of his reading.

The Ability to Organize, Apply, and Reproduce is cultivated 
especially by questions and other directions for study. The 
pupils are trained in the rudiments of outlining, in getting the 
gist of paragraphs, in naming paragraphs, and in the organiza
tion of the content of selections with reference to the 
knowledge which the readers already possess.

3. The Development of General Culture has not been over
looked. Various selections have been included in which the 
sole end is enjoyment and appreciation of new experiences. 
Here the pupil’s purpose is at best unconscious; he reads a 
good tale of adventure or a funny story for the same reason 
that his father might read them. He usually has no problem
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to solve— no special end to gain. He finds an interesting 
story and reads it for the pleasure it gives him. This sort of 
reading widens his horizon, whets his appetite, and introduces 
him to the great realm of literature.

Informational and Testable Reading Selections. The 
selections contained in the Lincoln Readers are predominantly 
informational and testable and are designed as directly 
preparatory to the reading of such informational material as 
that met in history, geography, and other informational 
courses of the elementary school. In the reading selections for 
the lower intermediate grades, this informational material is 
often presented in story form and supplemented by non- 
factual details which are in keeping with the facts in order 
properly to meet children’s natural interests. Great care has 
been taken to keep this supplementary matter as well as the 
facts themselves within the reading comprehension of the 
pupils for whom the selections are intended. Examples of 
selections which are correlated with work in geography and 
history appropriate for Grade III are Howard’s First Map 
and the selections on pioneer life. In the later grades less of 
the story form is used, because pupils of those grades have 
reached the stage of development at which they are accustomed 
to read history, geography, and industrial matter in which this 
form is lacking. Throughout the series, however, the selections 
are directly related to the general school and home reading of 
children. In addition to offering training in all kinds of 
reading, and thus enabling the pupils to study their lessons 
effectively, this broad reading technique is designed to lead 
pupils to include in their home reading other matter than 
merely light fiction.

Seasonal Projects. The selections have been arranged 
according to season and to project, as shown on the project 
sheet following the table of contents.

The Lincoln Readers have been tested and graded by 
school use. The authors have used great care in the placement

viii
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of each selection finally incorporated into the series. The plan 
of grading consisted of, first, the careful grading of the 
content and diction by the authors; and second, the testing 
of pupils’ interest in and comprehension of the selections.

This method of testing enables the authors to assure schools 
whieh adopt these readers that they are not thereby experi
menting; instead, such schools are availing themselves of 
teaching material which has already been successfully used in 
public schools patronized by various population groups.

Note. For details of plan and method of the Lincoln 
Readers see the Teachers’ Manual.
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BOYS AND  GIRLS!

This is your book ! It is a practice book in silent 
reading. It is going to help you to become a better 
reader by showing you bow to “ think straight”  
through a story. It tells you some things which 
you already know, and a few things which you may 
wish to know about famous people, nature, and 
other things. W e hope you will want to read other 
books to find other interesting facts about birds 
and trees, ants and earthworms; about experi
ments and games for boys and girls; about holidays 
and festivals ; about people who lived long ago, and 
those of not so long ago who have done noble deeds.

Learn to read by yourself as Lincoln did, and 
help others to read. Did you know that there are 
many boys and girls, over ten years of age, in our 
beloved United States today who cannot speak, 
read, or write the English language? What are 
you going to do about it ? First, learn to read well 
yourself; second, help others to do the same. This 
will help to make all Americans better citizens.
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READING TO LEARN



THE BOY AND HIS BOOK

When Abraham Lincoln was a boy there 
were very few books in the log cabins of the 
backwoods settlement where he lived. There 
were no schools, but his mother taught little 
Abe how to read and understand the printed 
page.

As soon as the boy could read to himself, 
“ he read everything he could lay his hands 
on. When he came to a passage that pleased 
him, he would write it down on the wooden 
shovel or on boards, if  he had no paper. 
Then he would copy it, commit it to memory, 
and repeat it again and again.”

In the Lincoln cabin were no lamps or 
candles, but at one end of the room was a 
big fire-place, and wood was always plenti
ful. The bright blaze gave a strong light, 
and the boy, sitting before the fire, read and 
studied his beloved books often far into the 
night. In this way he read, over and over, 
the Bible, Æ sop’s Fables, Pilgrim ’s Prog
ress, and the Life of Washington.
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