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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION
This volume is presented for the purpose of 

acquainting those interested in the Community of 
Religious, known as Sisters of the Most Precious 
Blood, with a history of their schools in the 
state of Missouri. An earnest effort has been 
made to trace, as accurately as possible, the his
tory of these schools from their poor, often un
promising beginnings, through their gradual de
velopment up to their present day rank amond kin
dred schools of the state. Since no such history 
has previously been published by said Community, 
it supplies, in a certain sense, a long felt need.

The problem to be solved was to secure re
liable material regarding:

1. The courses of study used in the schools 
taught by these Sisters.

2. The material and educational develop
ment of the schools under their supervision.

Before proceeding any farther it might be 
good to give a general classification and brief 
explanation of the schools conducted by the
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Precious Blood Sisters. In general their schools 
fall under two main classes; namely, public 
and private.

Public schools are those established, owned 
and operated by the state. The public schools 
conducted by the Sisters differ from those 
operated by the state, in so far that the build
ings are not public but parish property.

The salaries of the teachers, however, 
as well as incidental expenses, including rent 
paid to the parish for the use of the building, 
are drawn from public funds derived from school 
taxes. The teachers are certified and teach 
all the subjects outlined in the state course 
of studies, but, in addition to this, they teach 
religion and religious morality. The Precious 
Blood Sisters conduct but two schools of this 
type in the state of Missouri.

Private schools are generally defined as 
schools which are self-supporting and free of 
government control. They are either parochial, 
institutional or academic. A parochial school 
is a quasi-public institution belonging to a 
parish. All Catholic parochial schools are
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under the direct administration of their re
spective pastors, who in turn are subject to 
the supreme educational authorit3̂ of their dio
cese, the bishop. The bishop governs the schools 
of his diocese through the assistance of a school 
board and a diocesan (clerical) inspector. Near
ly all the schools in charge of the Sisters of 
the Most Precious Blood are of this type. The 
vast majority of these are elementary schools 
only; some offer both elementary and secondary 
courses.

An institutional school is one that is link
ed up with an asylum. Of this type there is but 
one conducted by the Sisters of the Precious Blood; 
namely, the St. Domenico Italian Orphan Home in St. 
Louis. As it is of such recent origin, and has had 
as yet no chance of development, the writer has 
refrained from inserting in her thesis an ac
count of this institution.

An academy is primarily an institution of 
semi-private or local origin. In this thesis 
"academy" designates a select school for girls 
and young ladies. Only one school of this type 
is owned and operated by the Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood.
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The writer has not included in her thesis 

a chapter on St. Mary's Junior College at the 
Motherhouse, 0*Fallon, Missouri, as this is the 
normal school for the Sisters. Her aim was mere
ly to give an account of all the Missouri schools 
conducted by the Sisters not for them.

For facts concerning the educational develop
ment of the afore-mentioned schools, the courses 
of study and school catalogs as far back as 1875 
were studied and examined. For information con
cerning the development of the individual schools 
it was necessary to examine as many written school 
journals, chronicles, diaries and records, also 
printed parish jubilee booklets, messengers and 
yearbooks as were available. Newspaper files had 
to be searched. All these sources were scattered 
and difficult to assemble but they contain, on the 
whole, a rich fund of material touched by local 
color. Summing up these and other sources of in
formation from which the facts and figures of this 
treatise have been obtained, the following is a 
brief summary:

1. General histories of education,
2. Histories of Missouri or parts of the state,
3. Courses of study and school catalogs,
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4. Written school journals, chronicles, 

diaries and records,
5. Parish jubilee booklets, parish messen

gers and yearbooks,
6. Newspaper files:

Amerika
Church Progress 
Herold des Glaubens 
Marthasville Record 
Martinsburg Monitor 
Salisbury Press-Spectator 
St. Charles Banner-News 
St. Charles Cosmos-Monitor 
St. Genevieve Herald 
St- Louis Globe-Democrat 
Sunday Chronicle 
Warrenton Banner

The approach of the subject was characterized 
at first by a good many misgivings as to the 
location of material. Where to find reliable 
data was a big problem, which at times seemed 
almost insurmountable. To find methods of at
tack, sources of information and suggestions 
that might lead to the discovery of material,
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the writer read the following:

Brown, E. E., The Making of Our Middle Schools, 
Phillips, Claude A., A History of Education 
in Missouri,
Rothensteiner, Rev. John, History of the Arch
diocese of St. Louis,
Gears, Sister Mary Agatha, the Origin and De
velopment of Secondary Schools in Oklahoma.

By means of a questionaire sent to the different 
schools she obtained valuable data. Next she inter
viewed, or corresponded with school man and women 
who could give her either general information or 
particular data regarding the schools conducted by 
the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood of O'Fallon, 
Missouri.

Those to whom she is indebted for this type of 
information, and who have generously given their 
time to assist her are as follows:

J. D. Elliff, High School Visitor, and Pro
fessor High School Administration at the 
University of Missouri.
F. W. Kehr, Superintendent of the Public 
Schools of Warren County, Missouri.
Former and present Superiors and Directresses 
of the schools of her Order.
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Having thus obtained material she compared the 
various sources, established and grouped facts 
and put them into final form. Information de
rived from personal interviews she submitted to 
the informants for correction and approval.

Finally the writer is under special obliga
tions to her adviser, Dr. Wm. A. Kelly, Chairman 
of the Department of Education at the Creighton 
University, Omaha, Nebraska, who by dint of en
couragement , and by reading and offering sugges
tions and criticism on the manuscript has given 
her valuable assistance. To all who have help
ed her she is deeply grateful.
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THE ST. AGATHA SCHOOL
The opening of the first parochial school in 

Missouri by the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood 
dates back to the year 1872 when three Sisters of 
said Order came to St. Louis from Belle Prairie, 
Illinois, to take charge of the newly organized St. 
Agatha School. These Sisters came originally from 
Gurtweil, in Baden, Germany, where they were driv
en from hold and home during the Kulturkampf. They 
sailed across the Atlantic to a foreign shore and 
there found a temporary home in the Diocese of 
Alton, Illinois, but owing to the decrees of Prov
idence they were again obliged to leave and final
ly found a hearty welcome and a permanent home in 
the State of Missouri.

The first school accepted in the state was the 
aforesaid St. Agatha School. This school forms a 
vital part of the St. Agatha Parish located in the 
southeastern part of the city. The parish was or
ganized in 1871 by Reverend J. A. Stroombergen be
cause for the German Catholics of this section a 
new church and school had become a dire necessity. 
The distance to the two neighboring churches, name
ly, St. Peter and Paul and St. Francis De Sales, was

CHAPTER II
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too great and the mode of transfer by horse car too 
inconvenient, to afford these people any opportunity 
of regular church attendance and of giving their 
children the advantage of a Catholic parochial school 
education. Reverend J. A. Stroombergen was there
fore commissioned by the Most Reverend Archbishop 
P. R. Kenrick to investigate how many families were 
there for the organization of a parish. Within a 
few weeks he met about two hundred families who 
expressed the wish of having their own church and 
school and who were willing to subscribe $5000 to
wards that purpose. Reverend J. A. Stroombergen, 
however, was not to complete the work he had so cour
ageously begun. He became ill and feeling himself 
unable to accomplish what was expected of him, re
signed his charge.

The newly ordained Reverend H. Leygraaff was 
appointed his successor. As the prospects for the 
future were promising, the property on Utah between 
Ninth and Thirteenth Streets was bought for $1800.
The parish was in its primitive stages and money 
had to be handled economically. Therefore a plan 
to have church, school and priest1s dwelling under 
one roof was devised and successfully carried out at 
a cost of $17,000. The Vicar General of the Diocese,
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the Very Reverend H. Muehlsiepen, laid the corner 
stone for the edifice on October 29, 1371.1

In the old German "Herold des Glaubens" the 
following article was printed in the October issue 
of 1871.

Die feierliche 
Grundsteinlegung der 
St. A gatha Kirche 
und Schule wird am 
Sonntag den 29ten 
October Nachmittags 
3 Uhr stattfinden. 
Das Gebaeude wird 
errichtet an der 8ten und Utah nicht 
weit vom Arsenal.
Die Cars der 5ten 
und 9ten Strasse 
laufen bis in die 
unmittelbare Naehe 
des Platzes.

The solemn cor
ner stone laying of 
St. Agatha Church and 
School will take place 
on Sunday, October 29 
at three o’clock in 
the afternoon. The 
building is being 
erected on the corner 
of Eighth and Utah 
not far from the Ar
senal. The Fifth 
and Ninth Street 
cars will bring you 
within the immediate 
vicinity .

The next issue of the HHerold des Glaubens"
dated November 1871, gave a description of the 
building in progress. It also contained an ex
tract of the sermon delivered by the Very Reverend
H. Muehlsiepen on that occasion. The sermon set 
forth in particular the necessity of combining 
religious and secular education. After explaining 
how the Catholic Church had ever been the promoter 
of arts and sciences and that wherever she sent her
missionaries to preach the Faith she was also

1 H. Schrage, Die St. Agatha Gemeinde, pp. 5-6.
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solicitous about the establishment of Catholic schools, 
he closed his sermon with the following words: 
"Therefore we Catholics wherever we organize a church 
we also build our school in connection with it so as 
to assure for our children the advantages of a Cath
olic education."

The following year 0-873) on July 14, the new 
building was dedicated by the Coadjutor Bishop,
Right Reverend Patrick John Ryan, and the parish 
placed under the patronage of St. Agatha. It 
was a two story brick building. The upper floor 
was the church while the first story was to serve 
the twofold purpose of Pastor1s dwelling and 
school. The basement was to be used for sodality 
meetings and other parish purposes.

The school was opened in September of the 
same year (1873) with an enrollment of one hundred 
and fifty pupils in care of two Sisters of the 
Precious Blood. These took charge of the girls and 
younger boys whereas the older boys were committed 
to the care of a lay teacher, Mr. Clemens Willenbrink. 
Owing to lack of space, the Sisters boarded at the 
Ursuline Convent, Twelfth Street and Russel Avenue, 
from where they daily wended their way to St. Agatha 
School— a distance of ten blocks. Later they
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found shelter in a neighboring house belonging to the 
family Kern.1

On December 11, 1872, fourteen Sisters and seven 
novices and postulants came from Belle Prairie, 111., 
to join the St. Louis Community. Not having as yet a 
Motherhouse in the State of Missouri, the Right Rev
erend H. Muehlsiepen secured reservation for them 
with the Ursuline Sisters who received them with 
the utmost kindness. Already at the first meeting 
they were given to understand that no remuneration 
whatever would be accepted by their hostesses.
A community room, dormitories and refectory were 
placed at their disposal. The good Ursulines did 
all in their power to make the Sisters feel thor
oughly at home in the land of their adoption and 
to soothe their first pangs of homesickness. Never 
shall the Precious Blood Sisters forget the kindness 
and hospitality of the good Ursulines.

By February 1873 suitable living quarters 
had been arranged for the Sisters in the St. Agatha 
school building. Reverend Leygraaff, in his gen
erosity and disinterestedness, allowed the Sisters 
from the Ursuline Convent— whose stay there had

Ĥ. Schrage, Die St. Agatha Gemeinde, pp. 6-7.
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been exactly two months— to join their little com
munity at St. Agatha School. To make this possible 
he gave up his own apartments to the Sisters and 
boarded with a neighboring family (Buddecke) until 
the completion of the new parochial rectory. The 
greater part of the day, however, he spent in the 
sacristy.

The new rectory, ready for occupancy in 1873, 
contained four rooms one of which served as a 
class room for the older boys.* 2* Great was the 
spirit of sacrifice in the pioneer days of St.
Agatha.

Hardly had Reverend H. Leygraaff been estab
lished in his new home when on September 14, 1873, 
the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, a 
band of forty-nine Precious Blood Sisters arrived 
at the St. Agatha School. They had been expelled 
from Germany under the May Laws of the Kulturkampf 
and had come to join their co-workers in America.3

 ̂Sister M. Coletta Holweck, "Chronic der Schwes- 
tem vom Kostbaren Blute," pp. 38-39. Unpublished 
written chronic in Archives of the Convent, 1870-1881.

2 H. Schrage, Die St. Agatha Gemeinde, p. 7.
3 "Die Schwestern vom Kostbaren Blute," Herold 

des Glaubens, XXIII (September 21, 1873), p. 416.
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Reverend H. Leygraaff received the Sisters and most 
generously provided for all, allotting his own home 
together with the still unfinished basement of the 
school, for their use. This offer was gratefully 
accepted by the exiled Sisters. Reverend Leygraaff 
again procured for himself a room in the neighboring 
home of the family Kern.1 Thus was St. Agatha School 
in a certain sense the cradle of the American foun
dation of the Sisters of the Precious Blood.

The Community's stay at St. Agatha lasted until 
the completion of the motherhouse at O'Fallon, Missouri. 
The July number of the "Herold des Glaubens" (1875) 
tells of the Sisters' departure from St. Agatha.

vom Kostbaren Blute 
sind am letzten Sonn- 
tag von hier nach 
O'Fallon, Mo., abge- 
reist, wo das neuer- baute Mutterhaus zu 
ihrer Aufnahme bereit 
stand. Der St. Agatha 
Gemeinde die den 
Schwestern in so un- 
eigennuetziger und 
liebevoller Weise 
bei ihrer Hierankunft 
ein Unterkommen be- 
reitete, statten die- 
selben ihren verbind- 
lichsten Dank ab.

Die Schwestern Last Sunday the 
Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood depart
ed for O'Fallon, Mo., where their newly
erected motherhouse 
was ready to receive 
them. They express
their sincerest thanks 
to the members of the 
St. Agatha Parish who
in so unselfish and 
charitable a manner
have given them a home
in the time of their need.

1 Sister M. Coletta Holweck, op. cit., p. 44.
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During the Community's stay at St. Agatha, 

Reverend H. Leygraaff resigned his pastorate after 
having ably directed the affairs of the parish for 
three years. Reverend H. Leygraaff was a man of 
strong character, but of delicate health, and so 
not well fitted for the rough work of pioneering. 
When, therefore, the call came to him to occupy 
a professor's chair in the Seminary of St. Francis 
at Milwaukee, he felt it was the will of God that 
he accept.

On May 10, 1874, Reverend Wm. Hinssen assumed 
tha administration of St. Agatha and labored there 
assidiously for nine years in the interest of both 
church and school.^

The school prospered from the very beginning. 
From year to year the number of pupils increased.
By 1882 the enrollment had risen to 288 excluding 
the older boys in charge of the secular teacher.
The number of Sisters active as teachers at that 
time was four and their joint salary including

psacristy work, was seven hundred dollars per annum. 1 2

1 H. Schrage, Die St. Agatha Gemeinde, pp. 7-8.
2 Mother Beata Neukum, "Die St. Agatha Schule," 

p. 3. Written Journal by the various school direct
resses of St. Agatha School from 1872-1930.
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The secular teachers active at St. Agatha during

Reverend Wm. Hinssen's administration were:*
Mr. C. Willenbrink, 1872-1873
Mr. P. Stoeters, 1874-1875
Mr. W. Hoescher, 1875-1877
Mr. J. Daleiden, 1877-1882

On January 15, 1883 the older boys were placed in
charge of the Sisters under whose tutelage they re-

#• 2mained until July of the same year.
Everything seemed to prosper when suddenly on 

February 25, 1883 Reverend Wm. Hinssen left the Dio
cese and was affiliated with the Covington, Kentucky

3Diocese. Reverend H. Schrage succeeded Reverend 
Wm. Hinssen and for twenty-eight years led the par-

4ish through many vicissitudes.
During the first year of his pastorate (1883) 

five class rooms were conducted by the Sisters and 
the enrollment approximated 290. On September 25, 
1883 the older boys were again placed in charge 
of a secular teacher, Mr. August Sprengnether.

* H. Schrage, Die St. Agatha Gemeinde, p. 23.
2 Mother Beata Keukum, "Die St. Agatha Schule,” 

p. 4. Written Journal of St. Agatha School.
3 H. Schrage, op. cit., p. 8.
4 John Rothensteiner, History of the Archdio

cese of St. Louis, Vol. II, p. 474.
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As the enrollment reached the 300 mark the following 
year a sixth class room was added and given in charge 
of the Sisters. An important step toward the parallel 
system of teaching, prevalent in St. Agatha School 
until 1930, was made in 1885 when the girls and boys 
of the fourth grade were separated. The girls and 
boys of the highest class had been separated from 
the very beginning. During the next term (1886-1887) 
the number of pupils rose to 400. ̂  The 500 mark 
was reached in 1889. The largest enrollment record
ed in the annals of St. Agatha School was in 1897.
The following quotation from Reverend H. Schrage's 
Diary illustrates this pastor's great joy at the 
large attendance that year: "By the end of Septem
ber we had 680 children. Hurrah J" Another item 
from Reverend H. Schrage's Diary gives an insight 
into the social and economic conditions of the par
ish and the growth of the school:

August 29, 1899— Wednesday. Opening 
of school. Attendance 474 which reached 
631 by October. The reason a full quota 
was not present on the day of opening 
was: a number of boys are working in 
the breweries; some are not aware that 
the school was to open so soon as it was 
the intention to open on Labor Day, but 1

1 Sister M. Ferdinanda Wuerth, "Die St. Agatha 
Schule," p. 5. Written Journal of St. Agatha School.



18
the Labor Day Picnic is held at Lemp's 
Park; some children are sick. St. Agatha 
lost a good number of families by moving 
to St. Anthony's where rent is cheap 
and property can be bought on easy terms.
The school of St. Agatha will never have 
more than 600 to 700.
That Reverend H. Schrage was correct in his 

statement can be seen from the fact that the attend
ance has never gone above the climax reached in 1897. 
From 1900-1906 the average attendance was 650. From 
1906-1911, the year of Reverend H. Schrage's death, 
the membership gradually decreased to 450, which 
number with slight variations has been maintained 
to the present day.1

The steady growth of the school during Reverend 
H. Schrage's pastorate necessitated the enlargement 
and embellishment of the old school, the erection of 
a faculty building, and, finally, the building of a 
new school. Up to 1885 the lower floor of the old 
church had been utilized for school purposes. After 
the erection of the second church (1885) both floors 
of the new building, with the exception of the rooms 
that served as living quarters for the Sisters , were 
used as class rooms.^ * 2

H. F. Stucke, St. Agatha Parish, pp. 18-19.
2 Ibid., p. 19.
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The opening of the kindergarten, dating back to 

1888, proved a great boon for St. Agatha School, for 
many of the parents were prompted to withdraw their 
children from the public school kindergarten and have 
them enrolled in the parish school. During the first 
year of its existence one of the class rooms in the 
old school was utilized for this purpose, but the 
following year a neighboring house was purchased for 
this specific need and served its purpose until the 
erection of the Sisters' residence in 1892. The 
Sisters moved into their new home on April 7, 1893. 
The former Sisters' quarters in the old school build
ing were then converted into two large class rooms 
and a spacious kindergarten. The latter had grown 
from its opening attendance of sixty in 1888 to an 
enrollment of 115 in 1893. The kindergarten was 
Reverend H. Schrage's special delight.1

That Reverend H. Schrage took an active inter
est in the school can readily be gleaned from the 
fact that he himself conducted the oral examinations.
Each year every class from the first to the last was

2examined in the principal subjects. 1 2

1 Sister M. Ferdinanda Wuerth, "Die St. Agatha 
Schule," p. 6. Written Journal of St. Agatha School.

2 Ibid., p. 7.
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The curriculum consisted of the traditional 

"Three R's"— reading, writing and arithmetic— togeth
er with spelling, grammar, geography, history, and 
singing. The course of studies for ungraded schools, 
used in all schools taught by the Sisters of the 
Most Precious Blood, divided the work of the element
ary grades into five classes. It laid special stress 
upon a deep understanding of the fundamental truths 
of Religion, fluent and intelligent reading, drill 
plus logical thinking in arithmetic, and, in gen
eral, thoroughness in all subjects taught. It pre
scribed the use of the phonic-synthetic method in the 
teaching of reading. There was no prescribed list of 
text books. The adoption of texts was left princi
pally to the choice of the Pastor, in some instances 
to the discretion of the teachers.^-

Such were the conditions of the parish schools 
of St. Louis at the time of the third Diocesan Synod 
of 1896, when the decree of the Third Council of 
Baltimore regarding the erection and support of par
ish schools was promulgated by the Very Reverend 
John Joseph Kain, Archbishop of St. Louis, and 1

1 Sister M. Ferdinanda Wuerth, "Course of Studies 
for Ungraded Schools," pp. 1-25.
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remained very much the same even after the appointment 
of the Diocesan School Commission in 1902, until more 
dicisive steps were taken by said School Commission in 
1905.1 Judging from the Archbishop's letter, dated 
June 28, 1905 and addressed to the Reverend Pastors 
and Teachers of Parochial Schools

I heartily approve of and commend 
the report of the School Committee here
with presented.

This Committee has worked long and 
arduously and by constant consultation 
and discussion has brought into unified 
condition the vexed problem of school 
text books.

The acceptance of its report and the 
putting into effect the changes and ex
changes necessary, will bring an added 
strength and efficiency to the individ
ual schools and the Catholic school sys
tem.

We expect from the Reverend Pastors 
and school directors a cheerful response 
and acceptance of its commendations. Each 
one yielding particular preferences for 
the general good.

John J. Glennon,
Archbishop of St. Louis

the School Commission made the first definite steps 
toward unification of text books in 1905. This 
naturally brought about a more accurate grading of 
schools. St. Agatha School, having taken up the work 1

1 John Rothensteiner, History of the Archdiocese 
of St. Louis, Vol. II, p. 669.
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seventh grade. Tha annals of St. Agatha School further
record the addition of the eighth grade in 1906 and
in June 1907 a graduation class of seventeen.1

The old plan of 1905, copies of which are no
longer available, was superseded by a revised course
of studies approved by the Very Reverend John J.
Glennon, Archbishop of St. Louis on April 29, 1910.
This new course of studies prescribed the teaching
of subjects and use of text books as follows:

Bible History, Schuster's Series
Bible History, German, Schuster-May
Church History, Oechtering
Readers, Columbus Series
Lesebuecher, Herder's Series
Arithmetic, DeLaSalle, by Christian Brothers
U. S. History, Lawler's Series
Geography, Maury's Revised Series. Missouri
Addition
Grammar, Harvey's Hew English Grammar for Schools 
Grammar, Harvey's Elementary Grammar and 
Composition, Revised
Grammar, Lyte, E. 0., Elementary English
Physiology, Johonnot & BoutonSchool Gymnastics, Smart
Spelling, New Speller and Word Book
Drawing, Augsburg's System or
Practical Drawing System
Civil Government, Thummel

of the sixth grade some years previous, now added the

1 Sister M. Laetitia Kelly, "St. Agatha School," 
p. 45. Written Journal Continued.
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By this time it was generally felt that the 

complete handling of school matters by the School 
Committee was inadequate. What the schools needed 
was a Superintendent of Schools to supervise the 
work of the teachers. The Archbishop therefore 
appointed Reverend A. V. Garthoeffner as Superin
tendent of the Catholic Schools of the Diocese.^"

With Reverend A. V. Garthoeffner1s appointment 
(1910) began a new era in the parochial school ed
ucation of the Diocese. Uniformity of text books 
and curricula was adhered to. Schools were graded 
strictly in accordance with given regulations. 
Reverend Garthoeffner not only visited the schools 
but also sent out semi-annual examinations for all
parochial school pupils from the first to the eighth 

2grade. Reverend A. V. Garthoeffner filled his 
position in a most effective manner until his death 
April 25, 1917. The Archbishop himself in his brief 
but touching funeral sermon gave expression to his 
own deep sense of obligation for the work Father

3Garthoeffner had done for the Diocese.

^ John Rothensteiner, op. cit., p. 669.
2 Sister M. Laetitia Kelly, Personal Interview.

John Rothensteiner, op. cit., p. 671.3
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As was stated before, the rapid growth in 

attendance of St. Agatha School made a new building 
necessary and it was accordingly constructed in 1908 
on the northeast corner of the church property. It 
marks the last great building enterprise undertaken 
by Reverend H. Schrage. The building has a frontage 
of 82 feet on Ninth Street and a depth of 132 feet 
on Withnell Avenue. It is built of red brick and 
is profusely embellished with terra cotta. The 
structure contains two floors and a basement. The 
latter contains playrooms, dining room and kitchen, 
a sewing room, boiler and toilets. On the first 
floor eight spacious class rooms have been arranged. 
Each class room has an adjoining wardrobe. A large 
corridor and commodious staircase lead to the various 
rooms. The center of St. Agatha's social activity, 
the St. Agatha Hall, is located on the second floor. 
It has a well equipped stage, dressing rooms, ward
robes, refreshment parlor and a balcony. The hall 
including the balcony has a seating capacity of 
l^OO.1

 ̂H. F. Stucke, op. cit., p. 19.
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Sister Engelberta Schwoerer in her journal 

(1909-1910) makes mention of the first year in the 
new school as follows:

We opened school with six parallel 
classes; eight fine school rooms in the 
new building and four class rooms plus 
a kindergarten in the old school. Each 
grade from the first to the fourth is 
in charge of two teachers. The combined 
fifth and sixth grades are also in 
charge of two Sisters. The seventh and 
eighth grade girls are under the care of 
a Sister while the boys of these grades 
are being instructed by Mr. H. F. Stucke.

The lay teachers who had charge of the older boys
during Reverend H. Schrage's administration were:^

Mr. A. Sprengnether, 1883-1896
Mr. A. Schulte, 1897-1898
Mr. C. Adams, 1898-1899
Mr. H. F. Stucke, 1899-1911

The completion of the new school ended Reverend
H. Schrage's days of labor. The superabundance of
mental and physical erertion had impaired his health.
For several years he lingered, but when all efforts
to restore his health failed he acquiesced to the
appointment of a successor in January 1911. He retired
to St. Mary's Hospital, while Reverend H. B. Geers
became administrator. On the first of October, 1911

1 H. F. Stucke, op. cit., p. 32.

4264’7
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Reverend H. Schrage was called to his eternal reward. 
His period as pastor of St. Agatha had indeed been 
an active one. He had never spared himself. "Rule 
and order" had ever been his motto. Though, at 
times, he seemed harsh and unsympathetic, neverthe
less , he had a tender heart for the sorrows and 
anxieties of others. His memory is deeply written 
in the hearts of his children and his spirit per
petuated in the parish.1

Ideally equipped to continue the work of his 
predecessor, Reverend H. B. Geers came next to the 
pastorate of St. Agatha. Although he undertook no 
great building project, there were some decided im
provements made during his administration. In 1915 
a new heating system was installed in the basement 
of the new school. From this subterranean pipes 
lead to the old school and thus both schools are 
heated simultaneously. The school yard and sur-

proundings were also greatly improved in 1916.
It was also under Father Geers' pastorate 

that St. Agatha School won honors of scholarship 
among kindred schools of the city. In 1914 Elvira 1 2

1 H. F. Stucke, op. cit., pp. 22-23.
2 Ibid., pp. 12-13.
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Ahrenhoersterbaeumer, one of St. Agatha’s eighth 
grade pupils, won highest honors in the parochial 
school contest of St. Louis. Ninety-nine schools 
took part. The examinations were in Arithmetic, 
Grammar and Spelling. Personally she received a 
book handed to her by the Most Reverend Archbish
op himself. For the school she received a large 
photograph of His Excellency, the Archbishop, which 
still occupies a prominent place in the eighth grade 
class room. The following year Alvina Orthals re
ceived second highest honors in the diocesan contest 
which again consisted of tests in Arithmetic, Grammar 
and Spelling. Thus the scholarship of St. Agatha 
reached a standard which it retains to the present 
day.

Despite the fact that decided stress was laid 
upon the advancement of secular knowledge, the one 
chief aim, religious training, was never lost sight 
of. Besides the direct catechetical instructions 
given by the Sisters and which usually occupied one 
half hour each day, Reverend H. B. Geers in his 
regular visits to the class room furthered religious 
knowledge by a unique method all his own. Dry facts 
he never presented to the pupils. Every truth was
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illustrated by some beautiful example or soul-stirring 
story. No wonder then that his instructions appealed 
to both teachers and pupils, so much so, that some of 
the Sisters took them down in short for future ref
erence.1

Only too quickly passed the seven years of Rev
erend H. B. Geers' administration. In April 1918 
he suddenly took sick with an attack of acute appen
dicitis. On April 26 death released him from his 
suffering. Although he left no material monument to
perpetuate his name, his claim to a high place a-

2mong the pastors of St. Agatha is conceded.
Reverend 0. T. Siesener, the sixth and present 

pastor, succeeded to the pastorate of St. Agatha in 
July 1918. He immediately took an active interest 
in the school. His previous activity as teacher 
and director of Normal School of the Notre Dame 
Sisters well qualified him for his position.

It was during the first year of his administra
tion that another revised Course of Studies for the 
Parish Schools of the Diocese of St. Louis was issued. 1 2

1 Sister M. Eligia Igel, Personal Interview.
2 H. F. Stucke, op. cit., p. 23.
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This course of studies differs from the old one in this 
that it does not follow the plan of any text book and 
consequently does not have to be revised at each change 
of text books. The work of the grades is also more 
specifically outlined and more helpful hints are given 
to the teachers. Furthermore it outlines a definite 
plan for supplementary reading, a feature not found 
in the old 1910 Course of Studies.

With the death of Reverend A. V. Garthoeffner 
in 1917 the visitation of schools had ceased for a 
time but the appointment of Reverend J. P. Murray 
again brought life into the schools. Already in 
1921 an English Term Plan made its appearance to 
supply the inadequacy of the English plan as out
lined in the 1918 Course of Studies. Diocesan con
tests were again held. That St. Agatha School was 
again wide awake in taking part in these contests 
can be seen from the following quotation taken from 
the "Chimes of St. Elizabeth Alumnae" of 1922:

The first prize in the essay contest 
conducted in the Catholic schools of St.
Louis, was awarded to Helen Dierkes, a 
twelve-year old pupil at St. Agatha School.
The prize was offered by Archbishop John 
J. Glennon for the best essay on the sub
ject, "How Does the Modern Health Crusade 
Help to Prevent Tuberculosis?" The con
test was conducted under the auspices of
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the Educational Committee of the Tuber
culosis Society of St. Louis and was open 
to all children in any of the Catholic 
schools in which the Modern Health Crusade 
had been installed prior to April 1, 1921.
This made it open to about 20,000 chil
dren and more than 1,000 essays were 
handed in in the competition. . . .

Again in 1925 Mary Fellhauer won a four years1 schol
arship for St. Elizabeth Academy. This proves that 
the excelsior spirit implanted in the pioneer days 
of St. Agatha has lived on to the present' day.

Another noteworthy feature of Reverend 0. T. 
Siesener's pastorate is the organization of the 
St. Agatha School Society in 1920. The special 
purpose of this society is to defray current ex
penses and to create a fund for its ultimate en
dowment. Prior to the organization of said society 
children were obliged to pay tuition— 50 cents per 
pupil in the lower grades and 75 cents in the upper 
grades. Poor children, however, were always ex
empt from paying tuition. The endowment fund is 
gradually enabling the parish to elimit this 
tuition entirely in all the grades.*

Since 1920 the use of the old school for school 
purposes has been discarded. Instead two class

1 Sister M. Laetitia Kelly, Personal Interview.



31
rooms were installed in the basement of the new school. 
The decrease in attendance from almost 700 in 1897 
to approximately 450 in 1916 permitted the consolida
tion of classes so that at the present time there are 
but ten Sisters active as teachers at St. Agatha School.

The year 1930 is an eventful one in so far 
that it did away with the traditional system of par
allel teaching in the upper grades. September 1930, 
for the first time in the history of the parish, 
witnessed co-education in all the grades including 
the seventh and eighth.

Mr. H. F. Stucke, who so efficiently and 
conscientiously had taught the boys of the upper 
grades for thirty-one years (1899-1930) was re
lieved of this task and given opportunity to devote 
his entire time to music. Both the Pastors and 
Sisters who witnessed his long years of activity 
at St. Agatha had naught but words of praise to 
say in his behalf.'*'

With this ends the story of St. Agatha School 
from its humble beginning in 1872 to the present 
day. But this table of dates and panorama of 
changes does scant justice to the real spirit of

1 Sister M. Eligia Igel, Personal Interview.
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St. Agatha for it may be found written in the 
hearts of devoted Pastors, self-sacrificing teach
ers and loyal pupils. It is likewise recorded in 
the various fields of activity where former pupils 
of St. Agatha are laboring as Priests, Religious, 
Doctors, Lawyers, Merchants or Mechanics.
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OTHER ST. LOUIS SCHOOLS
The city of St. Louis has six parochial 

schools under the auspices of the Precious Blood 
Sisters. One of these, the St. Agatha School, has 
been discussed in the preceding chapter. Of the 
other five, Holy Family is St. Agatha's first suc
cessor.

When viewing Holy Family Parish with its com
plex of buildings one is naturally led to think 
that it is a well organized parish and that perfect 
unity must exist among pastor, parents and teachers. 
To verify this opinion the curtain that bars the 
past from view must be raised and a glimpse of the 
history of the parish be obtained by means of a 
brief review.

As the city of St. Louis grew in population 
the city boundaries had to be extended. This ne
cessitated the solicitation for the spiritual needs 
of new settlers. In consequence new parishes were 
founded from time to time. One of these was the 
Holy Family Parish which made its appearance in 
1898 with Reverend J. F. Reuther, from St. Monica's 
Parish in Creve Coeur, as its first pastor. De

CHAPTER III
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spite the extraordinarily poor conditions which 
surrounded the newly organized parish, steps were 
taken to establish a school. Experience teaches 
that a well organized parochial school insures the 
future of a parish. Consequently, on January 12, 
1899, the Holy Family School was opened in the same 
rooms of a private residence on Wyoming Street 
which were used for divine services. Thus church 
and school were one for the time being. The second 
story of the dwelling served as the pastor's living 
apartment.1

An article entitled, "Geschichte der Erzdiocese 
St. Louis und der deutschen Gemeinden in Stadt und 
Land," which appeared in the "Herold des Glaubens" 
of September 26, 1900, tells of the opening and im
mediate progress of Holy Family School as follows:

Die Heilige Fa- In the middle of
mi lie Schule wurde January 1899 the Holy 
im Januar 1899 mit Family School was ac-
46 Kindern von den cepted by the Notre
Motre Dame Schwe^tern Dame Sisters who rode 
ubernommen die tag- out every morning from
lich von Peter und Peter and Paul School.
Paul h^rausfuhren. By the end of March 
Ende Marz that man the first spadeful of

1 J. F. Reuther, "Geschichte der Gemeinde zur 
Heiligen Familie," Souvenir of the Twenty-third An
nual Convention of the Catholic Union of Missouri, 
1915, pp. 5-9.
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den ersten Spaten- 
stich zu der Errich- 
tung eines regelrech- 
ten Doppelgebaeu- 
des fuer Kirche und 
Schule nach den Plae- 
nen des Architeckten 
L. Wessbecher. Am 
20 August 1899 wurde 
der Grundstein ge- 
legt und im Spaet- 
herbst das Gottes- 
haus dem Gebrauch ue- 
bergeben und der HI. 
Familie geweiht von 
Msgr. H. Muehlsiepen. 
Es dient als Schule, 
Kirche und Schwes- 
ternwohnung.

earth was turned to
ward the erection of 
a consistent building 
to serve the twofold 
purpose of both Church 
and school according 
to the plans drawn by 
the architect L. Wess
becher. The corner
stone was laid on Aug. 
20, 1900 and late in 
the fall it was dedi
cated by Msgr. H. Muehl
siepen, given the title 
Holy Family, and turn
ed to use for the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass.
It served as school, 
church and home for the 
Sisters.

Statistic: Statistics:
Pastor: F. J. Pastor: Rev. F. J.

Reuther Reuther
Schule: 3 Notre Dame School: Three Notre
Schwestern; 75 Kinder Dame Sisters; 75 chil

dren.
By the end of October 1899, the transfer from 

the temporary chapel and school on Wyoming to the 
new structure on Humphrey took place. For some 
years the newly erected building had to serve the 
threefold purpose of church, school and Sisters' 
dwelling. In 1900 just two years after the or
ganization of the parish the Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood from O'Fallon, Missouri, assumed 
charge of the school. Under their zealous work 
the school grew apace with the parish, so much so,
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that in 1902 a third room was added and in 1904 
still another. God's blessing became more and more 
obvious and showed itself in the necessity of still 
another class room. Before long more floor space 
had to be provided and consequently another floor 
was added to the building which served for many 
years as the church. The basement was then used 
as a parish hall. Parallel with this enlargement 
there appeared also in 1906 a residence for the 
Sisters, whose living apartments in the school were 
then converted into class rooms. This supplied 
ample seating capacity for both church and school 
for some years and also provided a comfortable home 
for the teachers."*' The increase in floor space for 
school purposes, also made possible the realization 
of a much needed kindergarten. This was opened in

p1906 with an attendance of twenty. The total en
rollment that year was 267 and the teaching staff 
numbered six. The first graduating exercises re
corded in the annals of Holy Family School were held 
in 1907. The number of pupils having satisfactorily

 ̂J. F. Reuther, Souvenir of the Silver Jubilee 
of the Holy Family Parish, (1898-1923), p. 21.

2 Sister M. Aloysia Wolk, Personal Interview.
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completed the studies prescribed in the diocesan 
course of studies was eight.^ This number in
creased year by year until at present there are

2annually from thirty to forty graduates.
The steady increase in enrollment gave rise 

to the problem of providing more class rooms, con
sequently in the year 1912 a new building contain
ing four class rooms and a parish auditorium was

3erected. In that year the enrollment had risen 
to 284. This number was retained approximately 
until 1920 when it rose to 325 with a teaching 
staff of eight. In 1921 there was a slight downward 
trend but the number of teachers remained the same. 
The year 1923 saw the number fall to 260 with a

4teaching staff of seven. This downward trend in 
the enrollment did not however, prophesy a stand
still in the progress of the school. The organiza
tion of the Holy Family School Society in 1921, 
did much to further its welfare. The fundamental * 2 * 4

 ̂J. F. Reuther, op. cit., pp. 75-79.
2 Sister M. Elizabeth Dittmaier, Personal Interview.
•2 J. F. Reuther, op. cit., p. 21.
4 Ibid., pp. 83-85.
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aim of the society was to establish a free school 
by the gradual development of a fund which would 
support the school independently of all contribu
tions. After two years of activity this society 
numbered 350 members who pledged financial aid 
toward the accomplishment of this project.1 Since 
then the school has made upward strides until in 
1930 it could boast of having reached the 500 mark, 
the largest enrollment recorded thus far in the an
nals of Holy Family School.2 With the erection of 
the new church on Oak Hill Avenue in 1927 addi
tional space for class rooms was provided in the 
old church. Before the completion of the new church, 
however, the faithful pastor, Reverend J. F. Reuther 
who had led the parish through many vicissitudes 
for twenty-nine years was called to his eternal re
ward and Reverend W. H. Huelsmann succeeded to the 
pastorate. A spectator viewing Holy Family School 
today will see on Humphrey Street between Oak Hill 
Avenue and Morganford Road a group of three build-

1 J. F. Reuther, op. cit., p. 85.
p Personal letter from Sister M. Elizabeth 

Dittmaier, dated April 10, 1931.
3 John Rothensteiner, History of the Archdiocese of St. Louis, Vol. II, p. 628.
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ings. The one centrally located is the faculty 
residence. To the east of this is the original 
building erected in 1899 and enlarged in 1906.
The ground floor now serves as a gymnasium while 
the two upper floors are used for class rooms. To 
the west of the Sisters’ dwelling is the building 
erected in 1912. This still serves its original 
purpose of school and auditorium.

Each class room is equipped with a library for 
the expansion of knowledge of each individual pupil 
as well as for reading and other tests. Works of 
fiction are also found on the shelves. A museum 
is gradually being developed and at present boasts 
of a number of curios.

There are at present nine teachers active at 
Holy Family School. Eight teach the subjects out
lined in the diocesan course of studies for the 
elementary grades while one has charge of the 
kindergarten. The text books used are those of the 
diocese and no restrictions are placed on the school 
in this regard. That effective work is being done 
can readily be seen from the fact that within the 
past decade and a half eleven scholarships have 
been won by pupils of Holy Family School. Some of 
these were scholarships to the St. Louis University
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High School, others to Fontbonne and St. Elizabeth 
Academy.

In civic training Holy Family School seems to 
rank equally high, for recently one of her gradu
ates, Bernard Weber, Eagle Scout of Troup 20, was 
adjudged winner of the Harmon award by the Nation
al Boy Scout Council of New York City. This is 
one of the highest honors possible for Scouts. The 
award includes a limited scholarship at any univer
sity the winner may choose to enter, and is given 
on the boy's record for civic work during the past 
five years. Only once before has this honor been 
won by a St. Louis boy.

Within recent years Holy Family School has al
so been productive of vocations to a higher life. 
Nine boys are at present preparing for the Holy 
priesthood, and ten girls have entered religious 
orders.1

With this thirty-three years of activity in 
the Holy Family School has been reviewed. The 
curtain is dropped. Holy Family School has played 
its part. May its future developments be equally

 ̂Personal letter from Sister M. Elizabeth Ditt- 
maier, dated April 10, 1931.
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blessed. Now the scene is changed and St. John the 
Baptist School brings forth its role.

Of all the schools conducted by the Sisters of 
the Most Precious Blood, none has made such rapid 
progress in its development within so brief a peri
od of time as has this school located also in the 
southwestern section of the city.

St. John the Baptist Parish was founded in 
1914 by Reverend John Peters, who is still its Pas
tor. A former drug store on Gravois Road and New
port Court served as the first church.1 For the 
purpose of assembling his future parishioners Rev
erend John Peters began immediately after his ap
pointment with the erection of a one story brick 
structure, which though destined to be the future 
parish hall had to serve for some months the two
fold purpose of hall and school. Here on August 
17, 1914 Reverend Mother Beata, at that time Su
perior General of the Order paid a visit to the 
future field of the Sisters' activity.^ The school 1 2

1 John Peters, "Parish Items," St. John's Mes
senger, (February, 1914), p. 32.

2 Sister M. Johanna Kraussmann, Directress of
St. John the Baptist School, 1914-1915. PersonalInterview.
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was accepted and opened in September 1914, with 
five Sisters in charge and an initial enrollment 
of 173, representative of seventeen different 
schools. The number of pupils increased to 235 
by October.1

To supply temporary class rooms, part of the 
newly erected assembly hall was divided into four 
rooms. The partition between two of them was a 
mere frame work covered with a light weight wall 
board, by no means sound proof. This meant a com
mon teaching to pupils of different classes and a 
general entertainment from all sides. Since the 
four temporary class rooms were not sufficient, the 
kindergarten teacher had to use the hall, which not 
only served as a general thoroughfare, but was also 
the place of assembly for the parish sewing circle 
who held their weekly sewing and quilting bees 
there. In the room occupied by the first grade the 
fumes of boiling coffee daily filled the air, for 
it was there that the Sisters took their noonday 
repast. Fortunately, these conditions lasted only 
until the completion of the first school building 
in November of the same year. (1914).

1 John Peters, "Parish Items," St. John's Mes
senger, (October, 1914), p. 36.
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That the equipment in those days was anything 

but adequate is self-evident. The special pride 
of each teacher was a solitary twelve-by-three 
foot blackboard. Indeed, a striking contrast to 
the modern, elaborately equipped St. John’s School 
of today. One modern installment, however, St.
John the Baptist School could boast of from the very 
beginning and that is an electric vacuum sweeper 
with attachment for immediately depositing the ac
cumulated dust in the basement. This is especial
ly noteworth when one considers that many parochial 
schools, a quarter or even a half century older 
than St. John the Baptist School, still abide by 
the old system of having the sweeping done by 
pupils under the supervision of the teachers. The 
vacuum sweeper not only eliminates the raising of 
dust, but to a great extent, safeguards the health 
of both teachers and pupils.

As the living apartments for the teachers were 
not completed before November, the Sisters travel
ed daily to and from the St. Elizabeth Academy— a 
half hour’s ride on the Grand and Cherokee street 
cars. Every morning they would alight the car at 
the corner of Gravois Road and Newport Court, just
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one block east of the school, to attend Holy Mass 
and assemble the children for school. On the first 
morning the Sisters, having told the children to 
lead to the school by the nearest way, were led 
through an unpaved alley where one of the Sisters 
lost her rubbers in the sticky mud. Many an amus
ing story could be related of the pioneer days at 
St. John's.

Owing to the rapid increase in attendance the 
new school building, 4172 Delar Street, was hur
ried to completion. Although destined exclusively 
for future school purposes, the first floor had to 
serve for some time as a temporary church. On the 
second floor four class rooms were arranged. One 
class room was retained in the parish hall, while 
another room served as the Pastor's living quarters 
for the time being. The provisional walls of the 
two temporary rooms were removed and a stage was 
erected. This served as a kindergarten until the 
future unfolded further developments. With the 
opening of the new school another teacher was add
ed to the staff. The actual transfer of classes 
to the new school took place on November 19. On 
the morning of Reverend John Peters' announcement:
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"Today we move into the new building," each child 
was requested to carry its own desk and other be
longings to the new department. This was indeed, 
a unique picture. Reverend J. Peters at the head 
of the line was followed by the children in single 
file, each carrying its desk and books, intent up
on reaching as soon as possible its future field 
of knowledge. In less time than one can realize, 
everything was in running order. A spectator view
ing the dismissal of pupils at noon would never 
have detected that such a singular transfer had 
taken place that morning.

The Sisters' residence, an annex to the new 
school, was ready for occupancy by November 22 
when the Sisters took up their permanent abode 
there.

Many disciplinary problems presented them
selves to the pioneer teachers at St. John's. In 
one grade alone were five boys who had been expell
ed from the public schools. In another grade a boy 
from the reformatory made his appearance, while in 
still another was a boy who had theretofore been 
manageable only when kept in a private room at the 
public school. In the lower grades many of the
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pupils, desirous of advancing more rapidly than 
their age and intelligence permitted, stealthily 
worked their way into a higher grade to the chagrin 
of the teacher. Reverend J. Peters in his eager
ness to bring the people back to the practice of 
their long neglected religious duties, over-looked 
many requirements including the demand of transfer 
cards. He knew only too well that if the children 
were won over, winning the parents would be an 
easy matter. Perhaps it was for this reason also 
that a moving picture machine was installed the 
very first year. Picture shows were frequent and 
between the reels the school children entertained 
the audience with one-act performances. This prac
tice, so detrimental to school work, was however, 
discontinued soon.'*'

That the first school year at St. John's was 
a successful one despite the many hardships can 
readily be seen from the announcement in the St. 
John's Messenger of August 1915.

"September 7 will mark the opening 
of our school. There will be a High- 
mass at 8 o'clock in the morning in

1 Sister M. Johanna Kraussmann, Personal Interview.
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order to call God's blessing upon our 
children dnd school. Last year was a 
very successful one, and considering the 
fact that the school was opened under 
difficulties we must admit that its suc
cess was remarkable, both in large at
tendance and in the progress of the 
children. This year circumstances are 
more favorable. Those parents who have 
sent their children are now convinced 
that the only place for a Catholic child 
is in the Catholic school, while those 
parents who did not send their children 
will certainly do so this year. . . .

We furnish books, pens, ink, paper 
and pencils free of charge. Those who 
cannot pay the tuition are treated the 
same as those who pay. The Sisters do 
not know what children pay and who do 
not pay."
Before the opening of the second scholastic 

year in September 1915, Reverend J. Peters moved 
into the new rectory which had been built on 5025 
Adkins Avenue. His former apartment was then con
verted into a kindergarten.1

The new school year opened with an enrollment 
of 275 but closed with an attendance of 312. There 
had been but one eight grade graduate in 1915 but 
at the graduating exercises held on June 21, 1916 
there were six graduates, three boys and three girls. 
Among these were the present Sister M. Petronilla

1 Sister M. Flavia Mueller, Directress of St. 
John's School, 1915-1918. Personal Interview.



48
Winkler, C.FP.S. and Reverend Michael Knecht, now 
pastor of St. Joseph Parish, Advance, Missouri.
It was he who carried off the scholarship at the 
St. Louis University in a contest of 139 picked 
pupils from the various schools of the city, thus 
setting a high mark of efficiency for St. John's 
School.^

The ever increasing attendance necessitated 
an addition of class rooms before the reopening of 
school in September, 1916. A second story was 
therefore built above the auditorium. This addi
tion contains six class rooms of which, however,

2only four were used that year. The attendance
3rose to 363. Another teacher had to be added to 

the staff and the next year still another until 
in 1918 there were nine teachers active at St.

4John's. Since then each year a teacher or two 
has been added, until at present there are twenty. 
The faculty building has been enlarged to such an

1 John Peters, "Parish Items," St. John's Mes
senger, (June, 1916), p. 36.

p Sister M. Flavia, Personal Interview.
3 John Peters, op. cit., (July, 1917), p. 37.
4 Sister M. Flavia, Personal Interview.
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extent that it can comfortably house twenty-five 
Sisters.

The building erected in 1914 is still used as 
school, likewise the six class rooms above the 
auditorium. The latter are used at present for the 
grammar grades. In 1922 another building was e- 
rected at 4174 Delar Street. This contains eight 
class rooms originally intended for high school, 
but as the intermediate grades became so large, six 
of the class rooms in this building are at present 
occupied by these grades. When in 1924 the new 
church was built the temporary church was convert
ed into a large kindergarten and two class rooms.
In 1929 an east wing was added to the building e- 
rected in 1922. This new wing contains four class 
rooms to be used exclusively for high school pur
poses. All the class rooms are modernly equipped, 
heated, lighted and ventilated.1

The eight grades of the elementary school are 
so divided that there are two teachers for every 
grade, each teacher having the supervision of from 
thirty-five to forty-five children. Thus no teach-

1 Sister M. Coletta Tritz, "St. John the Bap
tist School" 5 pp. Brief unpublished account of 
the school, 1918-1931, p. 2.
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er is overburdened, neither with regard to the num
ber of pupils, nor with regard to the number of 
grades.

An event which proved a great success and con
tributed greatly to the reputation of St. John's 
elementary school department is the public ex
amination of the eighth grade pupils, held during 
the graduating exercises of June 1920.^

TABLE I. EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATES OF 
ST. JOHN'S SCHOOL2

1914- 1915......................... 1
1915- 1916......................... 6
1916- 1917........................ 121917- 1918........................ 20
1918- 1919........................ 36
1919- 1920........................ 34
1920- 1921........................ 30
1921- 1922........................ 32
1922- 1923........................ 48
1923- 1924........................ 50
1924- 1925........................ 46
1925- 1926........................ 52
1926- 1927........................ 59
1927- 1928........................ 79
1928- 1929........................ 70
1929- 1930........................ 71

Thus within sixteen years, 646 Eighth Grade Gradu
ates have gone forth from St. John's Grammar School.

The August 1922 number of the St. John's Mes
senger makes mention of the opening of the High

P St. John's Messenger, July 1930.
 ̂Sister M. Coletta Tritz, Personal Interview.
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School department as follows:

"St. John's Parish is cutting wis
dom teeth at the age of eight. The evi
dence thereof is the opening of a high 
school for our boys and girls."

Twenty-eight pupils were enrolled in the high school
on September 5, 1922, the opening date.'1'

From the very beginning it was intended that
St. John’s should have a first class high school
accredited to the State University. This plan,
however, could not be carried out for some time.
Thus it is that for some years only a two years’
commercial course was offered. Ten typewriters

2were bought the first year. Typewriting accord-
3ing to music was introduced in January 1925 but 

later abandoned. More typewriters, also mimeograph, 
ditto, adding, and ledger posting machine were 
added later.

In 1929 it was decided that the high school 
should offer a four year academic course. The 
ninth and tenth grade have thus far been accred
ited to the State University. The State High 1 2

1 John Peters, "Parish Items," St. John's Mes
senger, (September 1922), p. 3.

2 Sister M. Coletta Tritz, Personal Interview.
J John Peters, op. cit., (January, 1925), p. 4.
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School Inspector, J. D. Elliff, on his visit to 
St. John's School both in September 1929 and 
1930 pronounced it a very good school. By 1932 
it will be on the list of the fully accredited 
secondary schools, offering a four year academic 
course, including commercial subjects in the e- 
leventh and twelfth grades.1

The health of the pupils attending the school 
is amply safe-guarded. The school has a specially 
equipped dispensary, which offers first aid at any 
time. Furthermore, any pupils needing doctor's 
attention, are cared for by a physician and a 
trained nurse, who call once each week.

Another item of interest is the large cafe
teria, in which luncheon is served to the children 
daily, from 11:45 to 12:30.^

Thus ends the remarkable history of a school 
which within a period of seventeen years, grew 
fram an initial enrollment of 173 and a teaching 
staff of five, to an enrollment of 855 and a faculty 
membership of twenty. Indeed, the little bark, 
launched upon the stormy sea of trials and diffi-

1 Sister M. Coletta Tritz, Personal Interview.
p Sister M. Coletta Tritz, op- cit., p. 4.
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culties was safely piloted to the shore of pros
perity by the guiding hand of Reverend John 
Peters, ably assisted by his faithful assistant 
Reverend Alphonse Hoegen and the Sisters of the 
Most Precious Blood.

Just one year after St. John the Baptist 
School had been called into existence St. George's 
School pierced the horizon and from a meager be
ginning slowly but surely became one of the bea
cons of the St. Louis Diocese.

In the fall of 1915, His Excellency, the Most 
Reverend Archbishop J. J. Glennon appointed Rev
erend John Waelterman to gather the strayed fami
lies living in the district west of the cemeteries 
on the Gravois Road and with them form a parish.
He bravely put forth every effort and at once made 
a survey of the members of his fold. His first 
care was the establishment of a parochial school.^

Reverend John Waelterman, at once, though 
hesitatingly, for he had no home to offer them, 
applied for Sisters of the Most Precious Blood at 
O'Fallon, Missouri. The Superior at St. Elizabeth

 ̂Joseph Siebert, St. George's Parish, Souvenir 
of the Tenth Anniversary Celebration of St. George's 
Parish, 1926, p. 3.



54
Academy offered shelter until a home could be pro
vided for the Sisters in the vicinity of the school. 
This necessitated their traveling back and forth 
daily, Sunday included, rain or shine, hot or cold, 
to the distant school on Gravois Road.

Reverend John Waelterman, having stated that 
he expected about ninety children, was promised one 
Sister and a lay teacher for the opening of the 
school in September, 1915. At once a portable 
building arranged for two class rooms was erected. 
To the surprise of both pastor and teachers 140 
children made their appearance the very first day. 
These comprised nine different nationalities from 
both Catholic and public schools. There were 
Americans, Germans, Irish, French, Croatians, 
Lithuanians, Poles, Dutch and Hungarians. All had 
come to receive their training, both religious and 
secular, the combination of which alone forms the 
basis for true American citizenship. This parish 
is truly a verification of the statement that 
America is the melting pot of nations.

The need of another class room and teacher 
was evident. The sacrificing spirit of the Sis
ters of the Most Precious Blood was called upon 
to evince itself in other quarters to make possible
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a third teacher for St. George School. A butcher 
shop on Gravois Road and Seibert Avenue was rented 
and a third class room established there. Bare 
walls and desks, but happy children marked the 
opening of St. George School. Self-sacrifice on 
the part of pastor and teachers, and neighborly 
friendship on the part of the parishioners further
ed an atmosphere of peace and quiet, which eased 
the burden of a difficult beginning.^- For there 
was unity of spirit in the diversity of tongues,
as is evident from the magnificent work they ac-

ocomplished in a short time.
Day by day the enrollment increased so that by 

October the necessity for another class room be
came evident and the fourth one was therefore o- 
pened in a neighboring frame building which had 
been previously used as a saloon. Owing to the 
many inconveniences which became daily more and 
more conspicuous, the school was closed for va
cation on the first of May.

The Sisters resumed their work at St. George's

Sister M. Mathilda Stumpf, "Brief Sketch of 
St. George School" p. 2.

2 John Rothensteiner, History of the Archdiocese 
of St. Louis, Vol. II, p. 699.
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in September 1916 with this difference that the 
burden of traveling daily back and forth from St. 
Elizabeth Academy was dispensed with. The parish 
had furnished a home for the Sisters during the va
cation months and with this aid the Sisters felt 
that they could now attend to the needs of the 
school more effectively.^-

Not only the organization of the parish but 
placing it on a foundation of stability, a char
acteristic of Reverend John Waeltermann, soon im
paired his health. He therefore resigned the pas
torate at St. George's in May 1916. The following 
month Reverend George Nolte took charge of the 
healthy seedling so ably nurtured by his predeces
sor, to assist in furthering its development. Di
vine Providence, however, willed otherwise, for 
several months later Reverend Joseph Siebert was
called from the Diocesan Missionary Band to assume

2the responsibilities of the St. George Parish.
With Reverend Joseph Siebert as executive, a 

new era opened for the parish. On March 1., 1917, 
the parish property on Gravois and Heege Avenues 1

1 Sister M. Mathilda, op. cit., pp. 2-3.
O Joseph Siebert, op. cit., p. 3.
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was purchased and immediately plans for a new school 
were devised and put into execution. By September 
1917 it was ready for occupancy.'1’ It is a large 
two-story structure of brick with white stone trim- 
ing. It has eight standard class rooms, well ven
tilated, heated and lighted, and a spacious base
ment . The upper story of the new school at first
served as living quarters for the Sisters until

2the erection of their home in 1921. Then the sec
ond story was converted into additional class 
rooms which had become a necessity on account of 
the ever increasing attendance. In 1927 another 
large building was erected. This contains large 
bowling alleys above which is a large auditorium, 
used also for indoor games.

All the elementary grades are taught. Pupils 
under six years of age are enrolled in the kinder
garten. The present enrollment is 443. The dio
cesan course of studies, introduced in the very be
ginning is still conscientiously followed. Pupils 
have also taken part in various contests and have 
frequently come forth as winners.

 ̂Joseph Siebert, op. cit., p. 3.
p Sister M. Wencesla Broz, Answer to Questionaire.
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Although it was a difficult task at first to 

have the pupils come until the completion of the 
eighth grade, there now seems to be a growing tend
ency toward higher education. Some of the former 
graduates attend high school but by far the great
er number attend business colleges or trade schools.^"

The building up of St. George School was, in
deed, uphill work, attended by many trials and hard
ships but terminating in the establishment of one 
of the outstanding parochial schools of the city 
with bright prospects for still further development 
in the future.

Next in chronological order of the St. Louis 
schools conducted by the Sisters of the Most Pre
cious Blood is that of Holy Innocents, located on 
Brannon Avenue and Reber Place, in the southwest
ern section of the city about equally distant 
from both the Holy Family and St. John the Baptist 
Schools. In Holy Innocents School is exemplified 
the truth of the oft-repaated statement that the 
presence of the parochial school insures the fu
ture of a parish and that the absence of such a 
school is an impediment to its progress.

1 Sister M. Mathilda Stumpf, op. cit., pp. 3-4.
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Holy Innocents Parish was established in 1893 

by Reverend John White. Shortly after the estab
lishment of the parish, ground was bought on the 
corner of Brannon Avenue and Reber Place, and a 
frame church built on Brannon Avenue. Contrary to 
Father White's expectations the settlement of the 
vicinity was a slow process, and the development 
of the parish proved equally slow.

In the early summer of 1920, Reverend John 
White took a leave of absence to go to Ireland. 
Then Reverend Leo A. McAtee was appointed adminis
trator. In March of the following year, Reverend 
Timothy O'Sullivan was appointed pastor at Holy 
Innocents. Prior to this assignment Reverend Tim
othy O'Sullivan had been pastor at Portageville 
and Mexico, Missouri, and had built a school at 
both places but by strange coincidence had been 
transferred from both parishes before opening the 
school. Arriving at Holy Innocents he again tried 
his hand at building and began the present school. 
Scarcely had he begun the work when for a third 
time he was transferred to a larger parish, this 
time to the Immaculate Conception Church, in St. 
Louis, where he again built a fine large school, 
and were as permanent rector of the parish he is
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also ably directing his school.

After Reverend T. O'Sullivan's departure, 
Reverend Leo A. McAtee had sole charge of the par
ish, and it was then that he really began to show 
his executive abilities. Seemingly he had redis
covered Alladin's lamp, so quickly did changes take 
place. ̂

Almost immediately he applied to Reverend 
Mother Wilhelmine, Superior General of the Precious 
Blood Sisters of O'Fallon, Missouri, for teachers 
to take charge of the school. September 6, 1922 
marks the opening date of Holy Innocents School 
with an initial enrollment of sixty-eight in charge 
of three Sisters, who conducted the three pioneer 
classes of eight grades. This number steadily in
creased until by the end of the first school year 
it had risen to 105. These pupils of the first 
year were the product of many different schools.
One room alone presented a gathering of thirteen 
neighboring schools— eleven public and two Catholic. 
But the children were ambitious and afforded their 
teachers genuine pleasure by their wholehearted co-

 ̂Mary McGill, "The History of Holy Innocents 
Parish," Year Book, Holy Innocents Church, 1926, 
p. 5.
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operation.

For the first dramatic performance rendered 
December 28, 1923, a temporary stage was erected 
in one of the class rooms. The first graduating 
class of June 1923 numbered four, two boys and two 
girls. Both boys are a credit to their school as 
both are now faithful cooperative members of the 
parish. The girls, not to be outdone by the boys, 
have distinguished themselves as follows. One is 
now a Sister of Charity while the other having at
tended the St. Elizabeth Academy for four years, 
won first honors there by being awarded a scholar
ship to Webster College.

Already the first summer after the opening 
of the school, a partitioning of one of the upper 
class rooms into two rooms was found necessary as 
another teacher was needed for the next school 
term.

The second school year of Holy Innocents re
cords an opening attendance of 115 and a final en
rollment of 140. To provide a hall and enlarge 
the church a plan for moving the old church was de
vised and carried out that year. Originally the 
church faced Brannon Avenue. It was moved around 
the corner to Reber Place, remodeled, stuccoed,
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enlarged to some extent, and superimposed upon a 
basement hall.

With the erection of a modern residence in 
1924 the Sisters were provided with a cozy home 
and were relieved of the inconvenience of travel
ing daily to and from St. Elizabeth Academy per 
street car.

Due to the increase in numbers a new addition 
had to be made to the school in 1925. This year 
also added a new gem to the scholastic crown of 
Holy Innocents for two of the boys, Raymond John
ston and Gerald Hillebrand, won distinctions— the 
first a four-year— the second a two-year— scholar
ship for Chaminade High School.

Besides the subjects prescribed in the dio
cesan course of studies, Holy Innocents School of
fers courses in Domestic Science for the girls and 
Art for the boys. The pupils' progress along these 
lines as well as in their regular class work can 
be seen from the biennial exhibits. All parish
ioners are invited to these displays and all praise 
in unison the efforts of the children.

In addition to the afore mentioned the pupils 
also receive a thorough physical education. Spe
cial teachers are employed for this purpose. Both
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boys and girls take an active part in athletics; 
soccer-ba8ket-and baseball. Up to the present time 
they have already won two pennants and six cups.
By collecting old newspapers and magazines they al
so realized enough money to procure a first-class 
play ground equipment; five teeters, three iron 
chain swings, one circle swing, a fifteen-foot 
slide, and two medium sized turning poles.

When the St. Louis Auto Club organized the 
"Patrol Boy League," eight boys of Holy Innocents 
rallied to the protection of their school. They 
do much for the safety of the school, and furnish 
many amusing incidents for the staff. On one oc
casion, one of the tiny Kindergarten boys was run 
down as he was going after a ball. All hurried 
to the scene, but little Joe crawled out between 
the back wheels of the car. He was picked up by 
one of the Patrol Boys, but, fearing their author
ity, assured them he was "not hurt at all J" An
other boy offered a Patrol Boy a quarter if he 
would not report him to the president for an in
fringement of the traffic laws. Of course his of
fer was not accepted and a suitable punishment was 
meted out.

The "Holy Innocent's School Bus" making two
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trips morning, noon, and evening alleviates the 
"traffic worries" of the children’s parents.1

Although Holy Innocents School can not boast 
of seniority— having as yet not attained its tenth 
year— it can boast of a wonderful organization, an 
enrollment slightly exceeding 300, a teaching staff 
of eight and an exceptional spirit for advancement 
and progress, imbibed no doubt from its leader, 
the Reverend Leo A. McAtee.

The youngest of the St. Louis schools conduct
ed by the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood in St. 
Stephen School in the Holly Hill district. Rev
erend Joseph Hoelting, its godfather, has been and 
is still its guardian and guide.

Almost immediately after the organization of 
the parish in 1926, steps were taken toward the 
establishment of h school. For this purpose a one 
story frame building was erected during the summer 
of 1927. The cost of the building, including 
equipment, approximated $10,000. Although only a 
frame structure, it contains four well-equipped 
class rooms, toilets, an office room and a teach
ers' rest room. By the second week in September

1 Sister M. Cyrilla Kluck, "Holy Innocents School," 
pp. 1-5.
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it was ready for occupancy. The opening attendance 
of forty consisted of children, principally of 
Irish and German descent, who came mostly from the 
neighboring parochial schools— St. Cecilia, St. 
Thomas Aquinas, St. Margaret, St. Anthony, Mother 
of Sorrows, St. Hedwig, St. John the Baptist, and 
St. Boniface. There were but two teachers the 
first year. The number of pupils rose to 120 the 
second year so another teacher was added.^ In 1929 
a fourth instructor was added as the initial en-

2rollment had by this time nearly quadrupled itself. 
At present the attendance is 182.

The Sisters reside at St. Elizabeth Academy 
and travel per bus or auto every morning and eve
ning. At present a new, modern school building is 
being erected. Parallel with this there is being 
erected a Sisters' residence which will be con
nected with the school by means of an outside cor
ridor.^

The diocesan course of studies was introduced 
immediately. During the first year the pupils were * 3

Sister M. Loyola Kohnen, Directress of St. 
Stephen School 1927-1929. Personal Interview.

^ Sister M. Callista Huelsmann, Answer to Ques- 
tionaire.

3 Sister M. Patricia Drury, Personal Interview.
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given intelligence tests in addition to the dio
cesan examinations. Fire prevention lectures were 
also given by representatives of the St. Louis 
Fire Department. Of greatest benefit, however, 
were and are still the daily religious instruc
tions given by the Reverend Pastor.'1'

The majority of the pupils leaving this school 
attend higher seats of learning after the comple
tion of which they usually obtain employment in 

osome office.
With this the account of the St. Louis Schools 

must terminate until Time creates another period 
of history. 1 2

1 Sister M. Loyola Kohnen, Personal Interview.
2 Sister M. Callista Huelsmann, Answer to Ques- 

tionaire.
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CHAPTER IV

SCHOOLS IN ST. CHARLES, WARREN AND MONT
GOMERY COUNTIES

Although St. Louis offered the first shelter 
and hospitality to the Sisters of the Most Precious 
Blood it was St. Charles County that was destined 
to become the seat of their Motherhouse and the 
cradle of their rural schools in Missouri.

O'Fallon, the first town having a school in 
charge of the Precious Blood Sisters, was laid out 
in 1856. It was named for Mr. O'Fallon, a well 
known capitalist of St. Louis, who at the time was 
a member of the board of directors of the old North 
Missouri Railway. Nicholas Krekel, a brother of 
Judge Arnold Krekel, who later donated four acres 
of land for church purposes, personally superintend
ed the survey and plotting of the village.1 The 
Assumption Parish of O'Fallon, however, was not 
founded until 1869. Prior to this time the twenty- 
five families constituting the new congregation had 
been members of the two neighboring parishes at St. 
Peters and St. Paul, Missouri. At a meeting held 
in 1869 it was decided to commence the building of

1 National Historical Company, History of St. 
Charles, Montgomery and Warren Counties, Missouri, 
p. 461.
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a church. In the spring of 1871 the first resident
Pastor, Reverend Wm. Sonnenschein, came to O'Fallon
and supervised the completion of the new church
which was dedicated on September 17, 1871 by the
Very Reverend H. Muehlsiepen and placed under the
patronage of the Mother of God. A little school
house of logs was also erected in the spring of
18711 and opened in the fall of that year with Mr.
Joseph Rustig as teacher and an initial enrollment 

oof twenty.
It was Father Sonnenschein who engaged the 

Sisters of the Most Precious Blood to take charge 
of the school in September 1873 since they had pur
chased a property in O'Fallon for the purpose of 
erecting a Motherhouse and making this their future 
home. The building of the Motherhouse was begun in 
1874 but not completed and ready for occupancy until 
July 1875.3 Reverend Wm. Sonnenschein resigned his 
charge in September 1875 and Reverend H. Brockhagen 
assumed charge of the parish in May 1876. During 
the intervening months Reverend Sebastian Sennerich

 ̂John Rothensteiner, op. cit., pp. 428-429.
3 Miss Bertha Krekel, Answer to Questionaire.

Sister M. Coletta Holweck, op. cit., pp. 45-54.3
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and the Franciscan Fathers administered to the 
spiritual needs of the parish.^

Reverend H. Brockhagen, seeing that the little 
log school proved inadequate, made plans for the 
erection of a new school. The execution of these 
plans resulted in a two-story brick structure having 
one large class room on each floor, each room being 
sufficiently large to accommodate forty children.
By September 1877 the new school was ready for oc-

2cupancy. Early records of Assumption School are 
not available. The Catholic Directory of 1878 and 
the following years records an attendance of sixty- 
five. The History of St. Charles, Montgomery and 
Warren Counties published in 1885 records on p. 467 
an attendance of eighty.

After Reverend H. Brockhagen's death in 1910, 
Reverend A. Jaspar succeeded to the pastorate of

3Assumption Parish. His great school work consist
ed in the erection of a new building and the or
ganization of the Assumption Junior High School.
The old school, built in 1877, having served its

 ̂P. Kurtenbach, Assumption Parish Records.
2 "O'Fallon," Herold des Glaubens, XXYII, (Sep

tember 12, 1877), p. 4.
■ Z P. Kurtenbach, Assumption Parish Records.
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purpose for thirty-six years, was torn down in 1913. 
Provisions for temporary class rooms had to be made 
until the completion of the new school. Owing to 
the increase in attendance another teacher had to 
be added to the staff that year.^

On September 8, 1914 the new school was dedi-
ocated. It is a modern brick structure of two 

stories and a basement. Four large class rooms oc
cupy the first floor while the second contains a 
spacious auditorium. The basement serves as kitchen 
and dining room for parish socials.

Only three of the class rooms in the new build
ing were used in 1914 but in September 1915 a fourth 
room was opened. It was then that Reverend A. 
Jasper took the first steps toward organizing a high 
school. For some years the subjects of the ninth

4and tenth grades were taught but it was not until 
1923 that Assumption High School was accredited to 
the State University of Missouri as a Junior High

 ̂Sister M. Isabella Kaercher, Personal Interview.
p "0 ‘Fallon News," St. Charles Banner-News, (Sep

tember 10, 1914), p. 4.
S "O'Fallon News," St. Charles Banner-News, (Sep

tember 2, 1915), p. 1.
4 Sister M. Walburgis Peitz, Personal Interview.
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School recommended for the following units: English 
two, Algebra one, Plane Geometry one, Ancient His
tory one, Latin two, and Botany one.^ Before Rev
erend A. Jasper's dream of a complete four year high 
school could be realized he was called to his eter
nal reward on June 26, 1925. Under his successor 
Reverend John Waeltermann from May, 1925 until 
June 1927, conditions at Assumption School remained 
very much the same. Neither was there any sign of 
a change when Reverend Clement Moenig assumed the 
pastorship of Assumption Parish on June 12, 1927.
It was in June 1929 that the Very Reverend John J. 
Glennon D.D., Archbishop of St. Louis, wrote to 
Reverend C. Moenig advising him to take decisive 
steps toward making Assumption High School, so cen
trally located and so easily accessible from the 
surrounding towns, a fully accredited four year high 
school. Reverend C. Moenig, ill at the time appoint
ed a committee, who consulted with Reverend Mother 
Wilhelmine, Superior General of the Precious Blood 
Sisters, about the best possible arrangement. A 
temporary frame building containing three class 
rooms, a science room and a typing room, was erect- 1

1 Letter to Reverend A. Jasper, from S. Woodson 
Canada, dated November 14, 1923.
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ed immediately but before the completion of the new 
school Reverend C. Moenig passed into eternity, 
leaving a permanent memorial of his name in the many 
and valuable books he presented to the Assumption 
High School library.^"

September 11, 1929 is an important date in the 
annals of Assumption Parish for it records the ad
vent of the new Pastor, Reverend P. Kurtenbach and 
the opening of the new high school, with an attend
ance of twenty-seven and a teaching staff of two-
The work of the eleventh grade was added to that

2offered in previous years. The new school was 
solemnly dedicated by the Right Reverend F. X. 
Willmes on Sunday, September 22, 1929,^

The first year in the new school was a success
ful one as can readily be seen from the following 
article found in the June 1930 number of the As
sumption Parish Messenger:

"The Assumption High School closed 
Wednesday, May 30, 1930, after having 
enjoyed a very successful year. The 
State High School Inspector, J. D.

^ P. Kurtenbach, Assumption Parish Records.
2 Letter to Reverend P. Kurtenbach from S. Wood- 

son Canada, dated June 28, 1930. '
3 "New Assumption High School," Daily St. Charles 

Cosmos-Monitor, (September 26, 1929), p. 4.
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Elliff, who visited our high school on 
Thursday, May 15, fully accredited all 
our work, He expressed his extraor
dinary satisfaction with the complete
ness of the new building and its e- 
quipment, and commented very highly on 
the excellent work and the good tone 
of the school. . . .Beginning with the 
next scholastic year our High School 
will provide the full course of stud
ies prescribed for a four year Senior 
High School.'*
In September 1930 Assumption High School re

corded an enrollment of sixty-four while that in 
the grade school rose to 166. Another teacher was 
added to the staff that year. This made a total of 
seven teachers, four in the grades and three in the 
high school.

Two months after J. D. Elliff's visit in No
vember of that year, Assumption High School was 
placed on the list of the fully accredited second
ary schools of the State of Missouri. It now of
fers a four year's classical course with additional 
commercial subjects in the Junior and Senior year. 
Debating, dramatics and athletics are also given 
attention.

At the first graduating exercises on May 29, 
1931 a class of ten graduates, six boys and four

Letter to Reverend P. Kurtenbach from S. W. 
Canada, dated January 14, 1931.
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girls, had the distinction of being the first to 
matriculate from the New Senior High School.^"

With this ends the history of a school which 
from its humble beginning in the little log house 
of 1871 rose to the ranks of one of the finest pa
rochial institutions in the Archdiocese of St. Louis.

The second school accepted by the Precious 
Blood Sisters in St. Charles County was the St.
Joseph School at Josephville.

Josephville formerly known as Allen Prairie, 
together with Dog Prairie now known as St. Paul, 
originally constituted the district of Upper Dar- 
denne. The two settlements at first entertained 
the idea of establishing one congregation, but final
ly each built its own church, Dog Prairie selecting 
St. Paul, and Allen Prairie, St. Joseph as patron. 
Allen Prairie was christened Josephville by Reverend 
Conrad Tintrup, who was resident pastor at St.

pJoseph's from 1859-1868. During his pastorate the 
first school was opened in 1861 with an enrollment 
of fifteen. It was a one room log building having 
a clapboard roof. The equipment was meager beyond

 ̂P. Kurtenbach, "Parish Items," Messenger of 
Assumption Parish, Vol. II, (June, 1931), p. 17.

 ̂John Rothensteiner, op. cit., p. 426.
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description. No boards covered the ground floor; 
no backs embellished the long rough benches. The 
total cost of the school plus equipment approximat
ed fifty dollars. To this primitive seat of learn
ing came such pioneer teachers as Mr. Stroer, Mr. 
Moeller, Mr. Canadie and Mr. Reinecke, who undoubt
edly did all in their power toward the advancement 
of the pupils in the traditional "Three R's."^

Reverend Theodore Kreinhardt who was pastor in 
Josephville from 1868-1899^ built the new church in 
1873 and had the old log church converted into two 
class rooms. These were ready for occupancy in 1874 
when two Sisters of the Most Precious Blood from

3O'Fallon arrived to take charge of the school. The 
enrollment of the earlier years was approximately 
the same as it is today consequently no new teach
ers were added to the staff.1 * * 4

The erection of a new brick school was begun in 
1923 and was completed for dedication by July 1924.
The new school has two large well equipped class

1 Sister M. Octavia Keuchel, Answer to Questionaire.
o John Rothensteiner, op. cit., p. 427.
'Z Sister M. Coletta Holweck, op. cit., p. 48.
4 The Catholic Directory of 1878, 1879, 1880, 1881 

records an enrollment of eighty. The present enroll
ment is seventy-one.
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rooms and a large hall for socials and parish meet
ings on the main floor while the basement serves 
the purpose of an auditorium.

It was in 1878^ that the Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood assumed charge of the All Saints 
School at St. Peters, Missouri.

All Saints Parish of St. Peters was known in 
early times as St. Peter's of Dardenne or simply 
Dardenne, from the name of a creek and of a pioneer 
family for whom the creek was named. Originally it 
embraced the entire territory now claimed by the 
parishes located in St. Peters, St. Paul, Joseph
ville, Old Monroe, O'Fallon, Cottleville and the 
present Dardenne.

Founded as early as 1823, the parish of St. 
Peters may well look back to a long line of zealous
priests, both religious and secular, who labored

2assiduously for the welfare of the parish.
The parochial school was planned in 1863 under 

Reverend Nicholas Staudinger, who erected a new 
priest's house and converted the old log house into 
a school. The lay teachers who first taught there

^ Sister M. Coletta Holweck, op. cit., p. 66.
2 John H. Girse, The Centennial of All Saints 

Parish, (1823-1923), pp. 4-6.
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were:

Mr. Rudolph Reinken------- 1864-1865
Mr. Casper Brinkrolf------ 1865-1867
Mr. L. W. Koehlenbeck----- 1867-1868
Mr. August Schneiderwirth— 1868-1870
Mr. Jacob Haag------------ 1870-1872

In 1870 the number of pupils had so increased 
that it necessitated the building of a new school.
A brick building was erected. This contained four 
class rooms on the first floor and living quarters 
for the Sisters on the second floor. Upon com
pletion of the new building in 1871 the Sisters of 
St. Francis of Oldenburg, Indiana, took charge of 
the girls and lower grade boys. This arrangement 
was continued until 1873 when the entire school was 
placed in charge of the Sisters and the service of 
lay teachers was no longer required. The Sisters of 
St. Francis were succeeded May 19, 1878, by the Sis
ters of the Precious Blood of O'Fallon, Missouri, 
who taught there for many years. In 1900 they were 
succeeded by the Franciscan Sisters of Milwaukee.
The Precious Blood Sisters again assumed charge of 
the school in 1918 and are still teaching there at 
the present time.^

A new Sisters' residence was erected in 1914

1 John H. Girse, op. cit., p. 20.
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during the administration of Reverend J. L. Gadell.
Like the church and school it is situated high on
the edge of the town and a beautiful panorama is
unfolded to one's view showing the town, the farms
and scenery for miles, even the Illinois bluffs

1six miles away.
To Reverend John H. Girse, who assumed charge 

of the All Saints Parish, January 1919, is due the 
credit of erecting a new school during the first 
year of his pastorate there. It is a two-story 
structure, modern in every respect. The basement 
serves as recreation room for the children when the 
weather is inclement. The first story contains four 
class rooms and a chapel. The second floor is a 
commodious hall with a stage completely equipped

pand with a seating capacity of 600.
The enrollment recorded in the Catholic Direct

ory 1877 was 150. This number has been maintained,
3 4with slight variation, to the present day.

" St. Peters," St. Charles Banner-News, (Sep
tember 34, 1914), p. 8.

p John H. Girse, op. cit., pp. 14-16.
3 "All Saints School," St. Charles Daily Banner- 

News, (September 8, 1931).
4 Sister M. Alacoque Fochtman, Answers to Question

al re.
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The school offers the work of the elementary 

grades as outlined in the St. Louis Diocesan Course 
of Studies. In addition to this it offers the work 
of the ninth and tenth grades and a commercial 
course. Though not accredited to the State Uni
versity of Missouri, an affiliation with the Catho
lic University at Washington, D. C. has recently 
been effected.

That excellent work is done there is evident 
from the returns of both the Diocesan and the Cath
olic University examinations, also from the work 
displayed at the various exhibits. The following 
extract from an item recorded in the "St. Charles 
Banner-News" of June 16, 1921 forms a most appro
priate close to the history of this school: "St. 
Peters is certainly fortunate to have such good 
teachers and such an efficient school. To the Sis
ters of the Most Precious Blood and to Reverend 
John H. Girse goes the credit."

The name of Dardenne, once the designation of 
the whole country side in northern St. Charles 
County, being discarded in favor of the names St. 
Peters, St. Paul, Josephville, O'Fallon, Cottleville,

Sister M. Alacoque Fochtman, Answer to Question-aire.
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and Old Monroe, remained the exclusive title of a 
little village that grew up around the Church of 
the Immaculate Conception- This church was blessed 
on August 29, 1871 by the Very Reverend H. Muehl
siepen. The place was also called Plantersburg.
The parish was at first attended from 0*Fallon then 
from Cottleville, but on November 27, 1880, Rev
erend W. A. Schmidt became its rector, though re
siding at the Convent at 0 'Fallon.1

The school, opened in 1880, was at first taught 
by lay teachers. In answer to Reverend W. A.
Schmidt's invitation the Sisters of the Precious 
Blood assumed charge of the school in 1883.

After the death of Reverend W. A. Schmidt in 
1922, Reverend John Waeltermann was Pastor until 
October 1925. During his regime a new school con
taining four class rooms and a spacious auditorium 
was erected. It was the most earnest desire of 
Reverend John Waeltermann to establish a high school 
at Dardenne. The plan was tried but proved futile.

In 1930 the enrollment in the grades was seventy- 
six. The school is still in charge of two Sisters 
of the Most Precious Blood. Reverend H. J. Strieve 
is the Pastor.

1 John Rothensteiner, op. cit., pp. 430-431.
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Pupils desiring a high school education attend

either the Assumption High School at O'Fallon or
one of the Catholic high schools in St. Louis.1

St. Theodore Parish at Flinthill was founded
in 1883 by Reverend Theodore Kreinhardt, the resi-
sent pastor at Josephville from 1868-1899, and was

2for twelve years attended from Josephville. The 
school, a one room frame building was opened in 
1888, with an enrollment of twelve pupils in care

3of a lay teacher, Miss Mathilda Orf.
In September 1895, Reverend G. W. Kurtenbach 

was appointed pastor. After his death in 1898 
Reverend August J. Von Brunn succeeded to the pas-

4torate. During his regime two Precious Blood Sis
ters were summoned to take charge of the school.

The brick school erected in 1913 has three 
class rooms of which but two are used for school 
purposes. The large hall is used for dramatic per
formances, socials and school exhibits. 1 2 3 4

1 Sister M. Margaret Schaefers, Answer to Question- 
aire.

2 John Rothensteiner, op. cit., p. 618.
3 Sister M. Hilda Koley, Answer to Questionaire.
4 John Rothensteiner, op. cit., p. 618.
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Since Reverend August J. Von Brunn's appoint

ment to St. Engelbert's Parish, St. Louis in 1922, 
Reverend J. P. Fitzkam has been pastor of St. Theo
dore Church. He, like his predecessors takes an 
active interest in the school.1

St. Patrick's Church, St. Charles County, was 
built in 1882. Until it became a parish in 1905 
with Reverend Peter J. Byrne as pastor, it was at
tended by the priest from Montgomery City. The 
parochial school was built in 1910, Reverend John
Krechter being pastor at the time. Two Sisters of

othe Most Precious Blood are in charge.
The school is a two-story frame building, the 

upper story intended for living quarters for the 
Sisters but since 1929 the Sisters live in a sepa
rate building. The attendance is sixty-four.

In all the grades except the seventh and eighth, 
the Course of Studies for the Parochial Schools of 
the Diocese is followed. In the two upper grades 
the subjects outlined in the State Course of Studies 
are taught. This is done to prepare those pupils 
who wish to enter the Wentzville Public High School, 
for the required county examinations. Records show 1 2

1 Sister M. Hilda Koley, Answer to Questionaire.
2 John Rothensteiner, op. cit., pp. 395-396.
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that the pupils of St. Patrick's School at Wentz
ville average highest in these examinations. Upon 
the advice of the pastor, Reverend M. J. Clarke, 
a number of the pupils having completed the work of 
the Wentzville Junior High School, attend the As
sumption High School at O'Fallon to finish the work 
of the eleventh and twelfth grades.^

The county of Warren, cradled with that of St. 
Charles in the last big bend of the Missouri River, 
bears quite a different aspect as regards Catholic 
schools, from that of her sister. In 1883 it had 
but three centers, Warrenton, Pinkney and Marthas- 
ville, not one of which was destined to become the

pseat of a Catholic school. Even today Warren 
County can boast of but two schools under Catholic 
auspices, one at Dutzow, the other at Concord Hill, 
both of which are conducted by the Sisters of the 
Precious Blood.

Dutzow, formerly known as "Duseau" or "Donjon," 
is the center of a thriving farming community. It 
is a small town on the north bank of the Missouri 
River, about seventy-six miles west of St. Louis.

 ̂Sister M. Blanche Koehler, Answer to Questionaire.
p John Rothensteiner, History of the Archdiocese 

of St. Louis, Vol. II, p. 391.
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The St. Vincent de Paul Church and School are situ
ated on a high bluff about a mile from the town 
proper.

As early as 1836 the Catholics of this vicinity 
were attended by the Jesuit Fathers from St. Charles. 
Later the Jesuits from Westphalia and still later 
those from Washington visited Dutzow at regular 
intervals until in 1856 it became a parish having 
a secular priest as resident pastor.^-

TABLE II. RESIDENT PASTORS AT ST. VINCENT 
DE PAUL CHURCH FROM 1856-19312

Rev. Christopher Wappelhorst--1856-1857
Rev. Bernard Seling----------- 1857-1858
Rev. William Faerber---------- 1865-1868
Rev. John Joseph Gockel------- 1868-1872
Rev. John Heckmann------------ 1872-1878
Rev. John Bertens------------- 1878-1900
Rev. Francis Boehm------------ 1900-1909
Rev. John H. Girse------------ 1909-1919
Rev. William J. Dames--------- 1919-1931
Of the opening date of St. Vincent de Paul 

School nothing is known as no records prior to 1886 
are available. From 1886 until the advent of the 
Precious Blood Sisters in 1913, a series of lay 
teachers taught there. H. L. Schade, John Ruland

Wm. J. Dames, Souvenir of the Fiftieth An
niversary Celebration of the Dedication of St. Vin
cent de Paul Church, Dutzow, Mo., 1925, pp. 3-4.

2 Ibid., p. 4.
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Matthew Stotz, Fred Blaeser, John Schwegler, John 
Huslage, Eleanora Heller, Marie Peitz, Theodore 
Duenwald, M. E. Sondermann, and Rose L. Pioski are 
the names recorded.^-

The present school, a modern brick structure 
containing three class rooms and a spacious corridor 
on the main floor and a hall for socials and dra
matic performances in the basement, was erected in 
1913 under the pastorate of Reverend John H. Girse.
It was also in answer to Father Girse's invitation 
that the.Sisters of the Most Precious Blood assumed

pcharge of the school on September 1, 1913.
The enrollment that year (1913-1914) was ninety. 

This number was retained approximately until in re
cent years there has been a marked decrease so that 
the enrollment in 1930 was sixty-five. This down
ward trend is due to the fact that the children of many 
of the landowners in the vicinity are beyond the ele
mentary school age and that a number of the younger 
generation whose children are of school age must 
either rent the farms or seek employment elsewhere.

 ̂Sister M. Mathilda Stumpf, Personal letter 
dated January 12, 1931.

p Wm. J. Dames, op. cit., pp. 5-6.
 ̂Sister M. Pia Moellmann, Answer to Questionaire.
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The school which prior to the advent of the Sisters 
was maintained by the taxpayers of District #60,
Warren County, Missouri, remained a public district 
school even after their arrival and is still such 
today.

During the first year of the Sisters' activity 
at St. Vincent School there were but two teachers, 
one having charge of the first four grades, the 
other teaching the subjects of the fifth, sixth and 
seventh grades. The work of the eighth grade could 
not be taken that first year as no subjects beyond 
those required for the sixth grade had theretofore 
been taught at St. Vincent School. Reverend John 
H. Girse realizing that the addition of another 
teacher would lighten the work of the Sisters and 
at the same time enable them to do more efficient 
work made application for a third teacher for Sep
tember 1914. The arrangement of classes was then and 
is still as follows:

Room I Grades 1, 2, 3
Room II Grades 4, 5, 6
Room III Grades 7, 8, and Commercial1
The State Course of Study for the Rural and

1 Sister M. Leonarda Marek, Personal Interview.
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Graded Schools in the State of Missouri requires the 
teaching of

Reading---------------------------- Grades 1-8
Language and Spelling-------------- Grades 1-8
■ Arithmetic------------------------- Grades 1-8
Geography-------------------------- Grades 3-8
Biography and History--------------- Grades 1-6
U. S. History and Civil Government-Grades 7-8
Physiology------------------------- Grades 5-8
Agriculture------------------------ Grades 5-8
Writing---------------------------- Grades 1-8
Drawing---------------------------- Grades 1-8

Since then revised courses of study appeared in 1919, 
1921, 1923, 1925, 1927, and 1929. Each course, 
though not differing fundamentally from the pre
ceding one added some new material and some helpful 
explanation for the teachers. Thus the 1929 State 
Course of Study in use at present, provides for the 
teaching of Agriculture, Arithmetic, Art Education, 
Elementary Science, English, Health Education, Music, 
Reading, History, Geography, Civics, Spelling, and 
Writing. In addition to this it contains ten pages 
of patriotic material, quite helpful in the prep
aration of patriotic programs. Separate Courses of 
Study for Physical Education and the individual
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subjects have also been issued from time to time.

St. Vincent School has for the past ten years 
made use of the plan of alternation explained in 
the different courses of study. By alternation is 
meant the systematic union of two groups of pupils, 
both groups doing the work of one year in one class, 
while the work of the other year is omitted. The 
next year the work omitted is taken up and the first 
year's work is dropped. This plan is carried on 
throughout in the seventh and eighth grades, in the 
fifth and sixth also except in Arithmetic and 
in the third and fourth grades in Social Science 
only. During the winter months courses in Bookkeep
ing, Stenography and Typewriting are offered to 
pupils having previously completed the work of the 
eighth grade.

The first eighth grade graduates of St. Vincent 
School as recorded in the "Warrenton Banner" of May 
21, 1915 were: Cecilia Poepsel, Agnes Kessler, 
Aloysius Poepsel, now Reverend A. Poepsel, Bernard 
Pohl, and Wilfred Poepsel.

The year 1915 marks the beginning of a series 
of years in which the graduates of St. Vincent School 
took part in the annual county graduating exercises 
at Warrenton, the county seat of Warren County. Some
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of the numbers rendered and mention of scholarships 
received at the exercises by St. Vincent School 
graduates are recorded in the "Warrenton Banner" 
as follows:

May 21, 1915
Quartet, "Moonlight Will Come Again," 

Dutzow Graduating Class.
May 18, 1917

Recitation, "Guilty or Not Guilty," 
Miss Eleanora Ruether of the Dutzow 
School•

June 11, 1920
Valedictory by Miss Irene Poepsel of 

St. Vincent School.
June 11, 1921

Welcome Song, Dutzow Graduating Class
Piano Trio, Misses Agnes and Emily 

Ruether and Miss Apolonia Voelkerding 
of Dutzow.
Honor Graduates having received the 

highest average in the county: Edward 
T. Leek of Warrenton and Apolonia 
Voelkerding of Dutzow.

June 10, 1922
Recitation, "The Ship on Fire," Dutzow 

Graduating Class.
Valedictory, Lawrence Dieckhaus of the

 ̂Miss Irene Poepsel is now Sister M. Bernita, 
C.PP.S.

Miss Apolonia Voelkerding is now Sister M. 
Paula, C.PP.S.

2
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St. Vincent School at Dutzow.
Honor Graduate of Warren County: Miss 

Octavia-Diermann, of St. Vincent School, Dutzow.
June 9, 1923

Recitation, "The Power of Habit," 
Dutzow Graduating Class.

Song, "Whispering Hope," Dutzow Gradu
ating Class.
Honor Graduate of Warren County,

Othmar Willenbrink of St. Vincent School 
of Dutzow.

June 14, 1924
Recitation, "Columbus," Dutzow Gradu

ating Class.
Honor Graduate of Warren County, Ray

mond Pohl of St. Vincent School, Dutzow.
June 12, 1925

Recitation, "Who Stuffed That White 
Owl?" Dutzow Graduating Class.
Honor Graduate of Warren County,

Victor Kettler.
"This honor has gone to the St. Vin

cent School for several years in suc
cession and this year it was a signal 
honor to be thus selected from the 135 
graduates of the public schools."

June 11, 1927
"Professor George Reavis of the State 

Department of Education who delivered 
the address to the graduates. . . .com
plimented the graduating class on their 
fine program and especially the graduates

A complete copy of this valedictory was print
ed in the June 16, 1922 issue, 

o Miss Octavia Diermann is now Sister M. Alvera, 
C.PP.S.
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of Dutzow School who recited in unison 
"The Eve Before Waterloo" with much 
spirit and understanding."
Honor Graduates: Elsie Diermann of 

St. Vincent School, Dutzow and Nellie 
Owens of the Wright City School.

June 9, 1928
Musical Recitation, "Robert of Sicily," 

by Mary Isabel Borgerding and Gladys 
Kuenzel.

Song, "Foolish Questions," by Harold 
Finke and Ambrose Roesner, all pupils 
of the St. Vincent School, Dutzow.
Hogor Graduate: Mary Isabel Borgerd

ing, of St. Vincent School, Dutzow.
June 8, 1929

Recitation, "The Liberty Bell," Dutzow 
Graduating Class.
Honor Graduate: Frances Baumann of 

St. Vincent School, Dutzow.
The "Marthasville Record," also makes mention of
these honor graduates and comments on the good work

■7done at St. Vincent School. Further evidence of 
the type of work done there is the following quota
tion taken from Superintendent F. W. Kehr's answer 
to the writer's questionaire: "The school ranks 
above the average in the county. The preparation 
and training of the teachers is superior to the

Elsie Diermann is now Sister Mary Lilian, C.PP.S.
p Mary Isabel Borgerding is now an aspirant, i. e.

a prospective member of the Sisters C.PP.S.
3 See Appendix.
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average in the county. Good teaching is done. The 
teachers are well prepared for the work, truthful 
and honest and are always striving to do the best 
for the school."

Reverend Wm. J. Dames, the pastor since 1919, 
has always taken and still shows an active interest 
in the school. His lectures in History and English 
help much to supplement the work of the teachers.

The new Sisters' residence, built during his 
pastorate, completes a complex of buildings of which 
St. Vincent Parish may well be proud.

The district, now known as Concord Hill, lo
cated centrally between Holstein and Peers was 
originally called Holstein, later Peers1 but, final
ly, when it developed into a town received the name 
Concord Hill from the Concord wine manufactured 
there.1 2

The St. Ignatius Parish there was at first 
visited by the Jesuits from Washington. From 1867 
until 1877 it was mission attended from Dutzow.
The first resident priest was Reverend M. Grosholz. 
Reverend William Boden, Reverend John Francis Reuther,

1 John Rothensteiner, op. cit., p. 393.
2 Sister M. Ernestine Schulze, Personal Interview.
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Reverend Sebastian Sennerich1 and Reverend J. L. 
Paffhausen were his successors. The present pastor 
is Reverend A. H. Puetter.

Little is known of the early school except that, 
prior to the coming of the Sisters of St. Francis 
of Oldenburg, Indiana, it was a public school taught 
by a lay teacher. The Franciscan Sisters assumed 
charge of the school about 1902 and continued their 
work there until the close of the school term in

o1930. During these years the classes followed 
the Course of Studies for the Parish Schools of the

3Archdiocese of St. Louis.
In September 1930 the parochial school was 

changed to a public school and placed in charge of 
two Sisters of the Most Precious Blood. The en
rollment was sixty-two. Free textbooks were intro
duced in the four upper grades and it is the in
tention of the school board to supply all the grades

4with free text books next fall. * 2 3

John Rothensteiner, op. cit., p. 393.
2 Sister M. Ernestine Schulze. Personal Interview.
3 Sister M. Illuminata Schleper, Personal Interview.
^ F. W. Kehr, Personal letter dated March 28, 1931.



94
The present school building was erected in 1914. 

It is a brick structure of two stories, having 
three large class rooms on the first floor, a spa
cious auditorium on the second floor and a well 
furnished basement which serves as a lunch and 
play room for the children. Two of the class rooms 
are well equipped while the third is in reserve for 
further extension or division of classes.'1'

The only school in Montgomery County conducted 
by the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood is the 
St. Joseph School at Rhineland.

Rhineland is the ancient appellation of the 
district comprising the present parishes of St. 
Martin at Starkenburg and St. Joseph at Rhineland.
In 1389 Reverend George W. Hoehn, at that time pas
tor of St. Martin's at Rhineland changed the name 
of the place to Starkenburg. The little railroad 
town built about three miles from the old landing, 
however, retained the name of Rhineland. The St. 
Michael's Church there was a mission of Starkenburg 
from 1902 until 1914 when it became a parish with 
Reverend Francis Holweck as its first resident pas
tor. A new church and school were built that year

Sister M. Illuminata Schleper, Personal Interview.
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and placed under the patronage of St. Joseph.1 For 
a number of years the school was taught by a lay 
teacher. In 1922 when two Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood assumed charge of the school the en
rollment was fifty. This number gradually increased 
until in 1930 it was seventy.

Reverend F. Kehlenbrink, S.T.L. succeeded to
othe pastorate of St. Joseph’s Rhineland in 1926.

Thus closes the chapter which has reviewed the 
history of the schools in St. Charles, Warren and 
Montgomery Counties. To present the story of the 
schools in Audrain and adjoining counties is the 
purpose of the next chapter. 1 2

1 John Rothensteiner, op. cit., pp. 395-399.
2 Sister M. Berchmans Gittemeier, Answer to 

Questionaire.
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SCHOOLS IN AUDRAIN, BOONE, HOWARD AND 
CHARITON COUNTIES

The pioneer school of Audrain County, in so 
far as the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood 
are concerned, is the St. Joseph School at Martins
burg.

Towards the middle of the nineteenth century 
the place where Martinsburg now stands was the edge 
of a large paririe. With the completion of the 
North Missouri Railway (now Wabash) in 1857, the 
town of Martinsburg was laid out. From 1861 until 
1876 the priests from Montgomery and Mexico looked 
after the religious needs of the Catholics, holding 
services in private homes. After the erection of 
the first church in 1876 Martinsburg was attended 
by the priests from Moberly. In 1881 Martinsburg 
was attached as a mission to Montgomery, thus pass
ing under the care of Reverend J. J. Head who bless
ed the church, naming it St. Martin's.1 On Janu
ary 2, 1885, Reverend Joseph L. Haar, who as as
sistant to the Reverend J. J. Head of Montgomery,

1 "A Brief Historical Sketch of St. Joseph's 
Church at Martinsburg," Martinsburg Monitor, (Oc
tober 28, 1926), p. 1.

CHAPTER V
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had for two years attended to the spiritual needs 
of the Martinsburg Catholics was appointed resident 
pastor there.1 With the advent of Reverend J. L. 
Haar Catholic education began. Already in September 
1885 the parochial school was opened with an en
rollment of twenty-three. After Holy Mass a curtain 
was drawn before the sanctuary and the church trans
formed into a school with Reverend J. L. Haar as

*teacher. When the new church, dedicated to St. 
Joseph, was completed, the old one became St. 
Joseph's School.

In 1887 Mr. August Kleinsorge took charge of 
the school and taught until 1889. He was succeeded 
by the following teachers:

Miss Clara Dames------------1889-1891
Miss Christina Bertels------1891-1896
Miss Mary Adrian------------1896-1900
On September 25, 1900 two Sisters of the Most 

Precious Blood came to Martinsburg to take charge
pof the school. As soon as Reverend J. L. Haar was 

informed of their coming he had another class room 
added to the building. This rush accounts for the 
fact that for some weeks the pupils of the first 1 2

1 H. Freese, Historical Sketches of the Town of 
Martinsburg and Its Institutions, p. 67.

2 Ibid., p. 73.
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four grades had long backless benches which served 
the combined purpose of seats and desk tops while 
the teacher of these grades had no desk just a 
chair and table.^

A third class room was added in 1909 and an
other teacher added accordingly.

During the first four years of the Sisters' 
stay at Martinsburg a house was rented for them in 
the neighborhood. When in 1904 a new rectory was 
built the Sisters were domiciled in the old one.

The erection of the new rectory marked the last 
building enterprise of Reverend J. L. Haar. After 
having served the parish for thirty-five years— two 
as assistant from Montgomery, and thirty-three as 
resident pastor, he was called to his eternal re
ward in December 1918. The great work of his pas
torate was the founding of the parochial school 
which proved the making of the parish. He had seen 
the school rise from an initial enrollment of twenty- 
three in 1885 to an enrollment slightly exceeding 
one-hundred in 1918. Eight priests and twelve Sis
ters who have gone forth from St. Joseph School 
during his pastorate are an eloquent testimonial of

1 Sister M. Gregory Maise, Personal Interview.
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the thoroughness of his religious instructions.^

After Father Haar's demise, Reverend Eggeman, 
who had served the parish in the capacity of as
sistant during the time of Father Haar's illness, 
became administrator of the parish until the fol
lowing summer when the present pastor, Reverend H.

2Freese succeeded to the pastorate.
Desirous of affording his boys and girls the 

advantages of a high school education, he intro
duced the ninth and tenth grades in 1919 and 1920.
For two years the work of these grades was divided 
between the pastor and one of the Sisters. In 1921 
an extra Sister was engaged to teach these grades 
and a house across the street was rented for the 
purpose. When the Sisters' residence was rebuilt 
in 1922 a class room was arranged therein and the 
problem of the Junior High School solved for the

3time being. The two-year high school course was 
accredited to the Missouri State University in

41922 for eight units. It is the ardent wish of

 ̂H. Freese, op. cit., pp. 67-73.
2 Ibid., p. 69.
3 Ibid., p. 73.
4 Personal letter from J. D. Elliff dated April 3, 

1931.
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the present pastor and the hope of the Martinsburg 
people to see the school developed into a Senior 
High School. Owing to the fact that the parents 
do not wish to send their children elsewhere, the 
advantage of a four year high school education is 
denied to many^ Pupils who continue attend St. 
Elizabeth Academy and St. Louis University, St.
Louis, Mo., and Quincy College, Quincy, Illinois.

From Martinsburg it is but eighteen miles to 
Mexico, the judicial seat of Audrain County. Here
in is located the St. Brendan School, which is the 
next one to be considered.

The town of Mexico, now a city of 6013 in
habitants was laid out in April 1836 by the Reverend 
Robert C. Mansfield and James H. Smith. As 
early as 1866 a lot was acquired for the purpose of 
erecting a Catholic church, to be known as St. 
Stephen's, but this church was never blessed. It 
was in 1878 that the church dedicated to St. Brendan

3was blessed by Archbishop Ryan.
The St. Brendan School, erected by Reverend 1 * 3

1 Personal letter from Mrs. Frances Jacobi O'Meara, 
dated May 28, 1931.

o Sister M. Tarcisia Oeligschlaeger, Personal In
terview.

3 John Rothensteiner, op. cit., p. 402.
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Timothy Sullivan,1 was opened in 1921 by the Rev
erend P. D. (Javan, the present pastor. It was a 
one story frame residence which has been converted 
into a two room school. Here two Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood assumed charge of a class of sixty- 
four pupils. The next year another teacher was 
added to the staff.

Just two years after the opening of the school 
the ninth grade was added and thus the organization 
of St. Brendan High School begun. A new school 
erected in 1924 made provision not only for three 
large class rooms for the elementary grades but al
so for two additional class rooms, a large science 
room equipped for both physics and chemistry and 
a typing room for the high school. The basement of 
this new school contains lunch rooms and a gym
nasium for the pupils while the second story, a 
spacious auditorium is serving the purpose of a 
temporary chapel until the erection of a new church.

The year 1926 marks the addition of another
pteacher. December 17, 1926 is the date of the 1 2

1 Mary McGill, "The History of Holy Innocents 
Parish," Year Book, Holy Innocents Church, 1926, p. 5

2 Sister M. Augusta Schroeder, Answer to Question-
aire.
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final affiliation with the State University of 
Missouri.^" The first graduating exercises were held 
May 22, 1927. The high school department of
fers not only a four year classical course but 
also a complete commercial course in the eleventh 
and twelfth grades. Repeatedly the pupils of St. 
Brendan High School have been winners of scholar
ships and awards at Interscholastic Meets held

2at Columbia, Missouri.
It is, indeed, remarkable, that a school which 

has not yet celebrated its tenth birthday, can 
boast of having both a complete elementary and high 
school, an accomplishment indicative of the pro
gressive spirit of the pastor, Reverend P. D. Gavan.

Columbia, the judicial seat of Boone County 
and site of the Missouri State University has but one 
school under Catholic auspices; namely, the Sacred 
Heart School, located four blocks north of the 
University.

Although the Sacred Heart Church was organized 
in 1380, being at first a mission attended by priests

 ̂Letter to Sister M. Walburgis from S. W. Canada, 
dated December 17, 1926.

p Sister M. Augusta Schroeder, Answer to Question-
aire.
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from neighboring towns until the advent of the first 
permanent rector, Reverend John N. Kern in 1886, 
it had no parochial school until 1912.̂ " In that 
year under the pastorate of Reverend Thomas J.
Lloyd, the first Catholic school was opened in 
Columbia. This was made possible by the generosity 
of one of the parishioners, who donated a property 
next to the rectory, for school purposes. The Sis
ters of St. Joseph, some of whose members had been 
attending the State University, were the first 
teachers. The building, an old frame structure, 
served the twofold purpose of school and Sisters* 
residence until the present building was erected 
on the site of the old one in the summer of 1927 
under the supervision of the present pastor, Rev
erend F. H. Dieckmann. Since September 1930 the
school is under the direction of the Sisters of the

2Most Precious Blood.
Glasgow in the northwestern part of Howard 

County, on the Missouri River, was laid out as a 
town in 1836 and incorporated in 1845. Although a 
church lot was purchased as early as 1847 nothing

 ̂F. H. Dieckmann, Sacred Heart Church, pp. 18-35.
2 Ibid., pp. 41-43.
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is known of St. Mary's Parish until 1866, when
Reverend Henry Meurs, arrived as its first pastor.
He immediately began with the erection of a church.
Coincident with the building of the first church
commenced the parochial school.^- Mr. Hines, a
personal friend of Father Meurs, was the first teach-

2er. He was succeeded by Miss Mary Humphrey.
In 1875 the Precious Blood Sisters were called

n Aupon and rendered their services until 1878. In 
that year the Ursuline Sisters took charge of the 
school. They taught at St. Mary's until 1924 when 
a shortage of Sisters in their Community compelled 
them to withdraw. At the request of the present 
pastor, Reverend Joseph J. Rapien, the Precious 
Blood Sisters of O'Fallon again resumed charge of 
the school in 1924.

During the last years the attendance has been 
between 130 and 140. Besides the subjects required 
in the elementary grades, St. Mary's offers the work

 ̂John Rothensteiner, op. cit., p. 404. 
o Sister M. Olga Mueller, Answer to Questionaire.
'Z Sister M. Coletta Holweck, op. cit., p. 45.
4 Ibid., p. 59.
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of the ninth and tenth grades.^- The high school 
department was accredited to the State University 
for eight units in 1923.^

The present school building, a very modern and 
up-to-date structure was erected in 1918 under the 
direction of Reverend J. A. Bonkamp. On the ground 
floor are found a large dining room, a spacious 
kitchen, toilet rooms and boiler room. On the first 
floor are four large class rooms and a laboratory 
equipped for General Science. Auditorium, dressing 
room and pool rooms occupy the second floor.

The pupils of St. Mary's are in every respect 
a credit to their teachers. They are docile and 
obedient and studious— really thoroughly good stu
dents. Many of the pupils who have finished St. 
Mary's Junior High School attend the Public High 
School of the town to finish their high school work. 
Some of the girls attend the St. Elizabeth Academy 
in St. Louis.

The St. Joseph School at Salisbury and the St. 1

1 Sister M. Olga Mueller, "Brief Sketch of St. 
Mary's School," pp. 1-2.

2 Personal letter from J. D. Elliff, dated 
April 3, 1931.

3 Sister M. Olga Mueller, op. cit., pp. 3-6.
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Boniface School at Brunswick, both formerly belong
ing to the Archdiocese of St. Louis but since 1911 
part of the St. Joseph Diocese, are the only schools 
in Chariton County that are under the auspices of 
the Precious Blood Sisters of O'Fallon, Missouri.

From 1870 until 1890 Salisbury was a mission 
attended from Glasgow. Services were at first held 
at Ziegler's hotel, and when this was destroyed by 
fire, Mr. Valentine Giesler's house was chosen as 
the place of worship. In 1874 a church was built 
on the side of the Wabash Railroad. Said church 
was dedicated by the Right Reverend P. J. Ryan, Co
adjutor to the Most Reverend P. R. Kenrick, Arch
bishop of St. Louis.

In 1890 Reverend John L. Gadell was appointed 
first resident pastor of St. Joseph's Church. Rev
erend Gadell, realizing that no congregation can 
prosper without a parochial school, represented to 
the members of the parish that a school must be 
built at once.. He met with a generous response and 
immediately a brick building combining school and 
rectory was begun in 1890, completed and dedicated 
in 1891, and placed in charge of a lay teacher. Rev
erend J. L. Gadell was succeeded in 1896 by Reverend 
JohnHennes, who seeing the number of school children
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annually increasing was compelled to provide for
more teachers. He therefore applied for two Sisters
of the Most Precious Blood to take charge of the
school in 1899. The Sisters moved into the rooms
formerly occupied by the pastor, which necessitated
the building of a new rectory.^-

During the pastorate of Reverend Joseph F.
Lubeley the eighth grade was added to the curriculum.
Such pupils as had finished the eighth grade and
who were desirous of continuing their studies were
given extra lessons in Bookkeeping and Stenography.

The present acting pastor, Reverend Frederick
J. Ernst was appointed pastor in 1908. Since his
arrival he has been constantly busy in remodeling

2and enlarging the school.
Under his pastorate a high school department 

was opened in 1920 with an enrollment of three, 
which number increased to fifteen the following 
year. Tentative affiliation for the two years of 
high school work offered then, was secured on 1

1 J. Hennes, History of St. Joseph's Church, 
Salisbury, Missouri, pp. 1-3. 

o Pearl Sims Gehrig, History of Chariton County, 
p. 293.

Sister M. Theophila Kohnen, Answer to Question-
aire.
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March 21, 1922.^ When the third year was added the 
State High School Inspector, J. D. Elliff, was ask
ed to visit the school which he did on February 5, 

o1923. When the fourth year was added in September 
1923 the enrollment in the high school had already 
risen to thirty-one which number annually increased 
until the present number in the high school alone 
is forty-three, while that in the grade department 
is ninety-seven.* 2 3 4

The year 1924 marks the final affiliation of 
the St. Joseph High School with the Catholic Uni-

4versity of America. The complete high school 
department including commercial was placed on the 
list of the fully accredited secondary schools of 
the State of Missouri in 1926.5

The first graduates from St. Joseph High School 
were Nellie Fitzgerald, Karleen Hues, H. Abeln, and

Letter from Reverend Leo L. McVay to Sister M. 
Theophila, dated March 31, 1922.

2 Personal letter from J. D. Elliff, dated April 3,
1931.

Sister M. Theophila Kohnen, Answers to Question-
aire.

4 Letter from Reverend Leo L. McVay to Sister M. 
Theophila Kohnen, dated January 24, 1924.

5 Personal letter from J. D. Elliff, dated April 3, 
1931.
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Leo Widmer.^ Of these Karleen Hues has especially
distinguished herself by receiving the highest

2grades in the State Examination of Nurses.
The largest number of graduates recorded thus 

far in the annals of St. Joseph's High School is 
eleven in 1929.^

Although there is a public high school in the 
town with an enrollment of over one-hundred, no 
Catholic child attends the public school. The 
Public High as well as the Catholic High draw stu
dents from the neighboring towns, but the towns 
near by are mostly Protestant settlements. The 
Catholic parishes are all within a radius of from 
seventeen to twenty-five miles. Catholic children 
therefore must board at Salisbury. Names of pupils 
from Glasgow, Aholt, Moberly, Wien, Brunswick, Mendon 
and New Cambria are recorded in the school register.

Many of the St. Joseph's High School graduates 
are holding stenographic positions with doctors, in 
banks and other business firms. Business men in

 ̂ "St. Joseph's School First Commencement," Salis
bury Press-Spectator, (June 6, 1924).

2 Sister M. Theophila Kohnen, Answer to Question-aire.
3 "Parochial School Graduates Eleven," Salisbury 

Press-Spectator, (June 5, 1929).
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town apply for Catholic girls in preference to those 
from the Public High and have come personally to 
apply for them. Among those graduates who have 
entered the teaching career, Miss Rose Marek has in 
particular made herself a name. At a teachers' 
meeting, Miss Winfree, Superintendent of the Public 
Schools of Chariton County, publicly pronounced her 
the best teacher in the county, indeed a splendid 
recommendation for St. Joseph's at Salisbury.'*'

The town of Brunswick laid out in 1836 by 
James Keyte, is on the Missouri River about one mile 
from the mouth of the Grand River. The pioneer 
houses were built on the hills on account of floods 
of the Missouri and Grand Rivers, which in time of 
"high water" sometimes meet.

The first Catholic Church building was erected 
there in 1870.** It was dedicated to St. Boniface. 
Soon after the church was built the congregation al
so erected a school, which at times was conducted 
by secular teachers at other times by Sisters of 
different Orders until it was discontinued in 1896.

Sister M. Theophila Kohnen, Answer to Question-
aire.

P "The History of Brunswick," Special School Edi
tion of the Brunswicker, (April 24, 1931), p. 1.



Ill
When in 1902 a new church was erected, the old 

one was converted into a school, and placed in 
charge of the white Benedictine Sisters of Mt. Olivet, 
Jonesboro, Arkansas.^ A secular teacher was again 
in charge of the school just before the advent of 
the Precious Blood Sisters from O'Fallon. Two Sis
ters of said Order opened the school on September 5, 
1930 with an attendance of thirty-five.

The present pastor, Reverend J. J. Meinhardt, 
who also administers to the spiritual needs of the 
Catholics at Indian Grove expects an influx of pupils 
from that place.

The present school is situated on the slope of 
a high hill north of the Wabash Railroad. It is a 
new building erected in 1930. It has two large 
class rooms, well equipped, well lighted, heated and
ventilated, on the main floor. In the basement are

otwo playrooms and two lavatories.
With this ends the history of the schools north 

of the Missouri River, conducted by the Sisters of 
the Precious Blood in the State of Missouri.

 ̂Franciscan Fathers, Historical Sketches of 
St. Columban's Congregation, pp. 65-71.

2 Sister M. Alexandrine Guetgemann, Answer to
Questionaire.
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SCHOOLS IN MISSISSIPPI, ST. GENEVIEVE AND 
ST. LOUIS COUNTIES

South of the Missouri River there are but three 
counties having schools conducted by the Precious 
Blood Sisters of O'Fallon. Of these Mississippi 
County is farthest south.

The St. Henry School at Charleston is the only 
Catholic school in Mississippi County. It was 
founded by Reverend Francis Brand in 1388. On Sep
tember 3, 1888 Miss Anna Schwepker opened the first 
class room in the parish rectory. The initial en
rollment was thirty-five.

When the parish was promised Ursuline Sisters 
for September 1889, a Sisters' house and school 
property were bought and a brick school built. On 
September 1, 1889, three Ursuline Sisters assumed 
charge of the school with an opening attendance of 
forty which number, however, increased to sixty 
within a very short time. When the school property 
was sold in 1892 the present school, a fine brick 
building was erected. For some years it served the 
triple purpose of school, Sisters' residence and 
boarders' quarters. The enrollment in the Convent

CHAPTER VI
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School as it was then called was seventy-five. By 
1893 it had risen to 123.

In 1894 Reverend H. Hussmann assumed charge 
of the St. Henry Parish in place of Reverend F.
Brand. During his pastorate the ninth and tenth 
grades with additional commercial subjects were add
ed to the curriculum.

In 1909 Reverend H. C. Petri succeeded Reverend 
H. Hussmann to the pastorate of St. Henry's. The 
enrollment steadily increased until it rose above 
the 200 mark in 1921. That year is also eventful 
in so far that it marks the affiliation of St. Henry 
Junior High School with the Missouri University and 
the purchase of the present Sisters' residence.

From 1922-1926 Charleston had no Sisters and 
the enrollment decreased to eighty-five. When the 
Sisters of the Most Precious Blood took charge of 
the school in 1926 the enrollment again increased 
to 153 and to 167 in 1927.1

In addition to the work of the elementary grades 
the Precious Blood Sisters resumed the work of the 
Junior High School. The two year course was again

aire.
Sister M. Xavier Ganahl, Answers to Question-
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accredited to the Missouri University in 1928.^

The present pastor of St. Henry Parish is 
Reverend J. R. Wieberg.

St. Genevieve County, the next to be considered, 
lies midway between Mississippi and St. Louis Counties, 
however, northwest of the former and slightly south
east of the latter.

The first settlers in St. Genevieve County were 
of Canadian French descent. The records of St. 
Genevieve Church at St. Genevieve date back to the- 
year 1758. The first German immigrants arrived in 
St. Genevieve County in 1834 from Baden Germany.
The priest from St. Genevieve Church administered 
to the spiritual needs of these Catholics until 
1845 when they resolved to build a church of their 
own. A site was selected seven miles to the south
west of St. Genevieve and given the name Zell. The 
new church there was placed under the patronage of 
St. Joseph. This is the church known in early times 
as, "The Church of the German settlement." In the 
early seventies this church again became too small 
and the site for another parish was selected seven 
miles south of the old one and designated Weingarten.

Personal letter from J. D. Elliff, dated April 3,
1931.



115
Here a church was built in 1872 and titled, "Mary 
Help of Christians." Reverend Francis Sennerich 
was the first pastor. The parish thus founded 
prospered but it was not until the fifth pastor, 
Reverend P. A. Trumm took up the pastorate that a 
school was organized. The good work was furthered 
the following year by Reverend A. J. Huttler who 
employed lay teachers until 1896 when Reverend J.
H. Muehlsiepen took up the work at Weingarten. He 
applied at once for Precious Blood Sisters from 
O'Fallon. His efforts were crowned with success for- 
the following September two Sisters took charge of 
the school which they found in a good condition.
With the new faculty, a renewed energy played upon 
the activities of the school and it spelled, "Suc
cess. "

In 1910 Reverend J. H. Muehlsiepen was suc
ceeded by Reverend Wm. A. Kotte, who found the par
ish well organized and the school in a good con
dition. He enlarged the school and provided a spa
cious hall, frequently used by the Dramatic Club, 
which he organized with the product going forth 
from the capability of the teachers.

 ̂ "Golden Jubilee of the Parish at Weingarten,"
St. Genevieve Herald, (May 13, 1922).
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The first school entertainment given in 1913 

and the first exhibit of school work in 1914 were a 
marked success.

The present enrollment of the school is fifty- 
two. As about four fifths of the pupils leave Wein
garten to seek employment in the cities the increase 
in enrollment is greatly retarded.1

Closely akin to the parish of Mary Help of
Christians is that of Saints Philip and James at
River aux Vases. This parish was founded in 1863

2by Reverend F. X. Weiss. A district school was 
built and was taught by secular teachers until 1890 
when the late Msgr. F. Holweck obtained Sisters of 
the Most Precious Blood from 0 ‘Fallon. He was suc
ceeded by Reverend Herman Wagener, who was replaced 
by Reverend Joseph Schaefers under whose pastorate 
the old church was converted into a school and Sis
ters’ dwelling. Previous to his demise on February 
7, 1911, he had made arrangements for the erection 
of a new school. It is a two story structure, the 
lower floor of which has the class rooms, the upper 
the auditorium. 1 2

1 Sister M. Leontia Schmitz, Answers to Question- 
aire.

2 John Rothensteiner, op. cit., p. 519.
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Reverend Joseph Schaefers was a thorough school 

man. He insisted that all children, living within 
a radius of three miles, attend the parish school. 
Under his able direction the attendance rose at one 
time to 109. As in many other places, circumstances 
brought on a decrease in attendance, so much so, 
that the number at present is but forty-nine.

Reverend Joseph Schaefers was succeeded by 
Reverend L. Broeckelman who ably followed in the 
footsteps of his predecessor until December 1, 1930 
he, too, followed him in death.^

Another parochial school in St. Genevieve 
County under the direction of the Precious Blood 
Sisters is the St. Philomena School at Bloomsdale, 
formerly known as La Fourche a Duclos. The parish 
was founded as early as 1851 by the Reverend A. 
Saunier. He was succeeded by a number of priests
but it was not until the advent of Reverend F.

2Walsh that the parochial school was begun. A small 
hall was bought for this purpose from the "Alliance 
Lodge." For a number of years the school was placed 
in charge of secular teachers. In 1897 under the 1 2

1 Sister M. Rocha Rademacher, Answer to Question- 
aire.

2 John Rothensteiner, op. cit., pp. 518-521.
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pastorate of Reverend M. Busch the Precious Blood 
Sisters from Ruma, Illinois, were placed in charge. 
These taught there for two years when they were re
placed by lay teachers. In the year 1903 Reverend 
J. Krechter applied for Sisters of the Most Precious 
Blood from O'Fallon, Missouri, who in September of 
the same year opened the school with a teaching 
staff of two. The opening attendance only twenty 
rose to sixty before the close of the year.^

The district in which this school is located 
was peopled by French and German settlers, con
sequently intermarriages were frequent so that to
day hardly a family of pure French or pure German 
extract is to be found.

The parish is at present in charge of Reverend 
H. Hassel. The school recording an enrollment of 
eighty-one is in a flourishing condition. In all 
the grades, except the seventh and eighth, the 
Diocesan Course of Studies is followed. To prepare 
the pupils for the county examinations the subjects 
outlined in the State Course of Studies are taught 
in the two upper grades. This equips the pupils for 
entry into the Bloomsdale Public Junior High School

 ̂Personal letter from Stephen Drury, dated 
February 5, 1931.
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which most of them attend.

The earliest school opened in St. Louis County 
is the Sacred Heart School at Florissant, a small 
town not far from St. Louis.

What is now called Florissant was formerly
known as the City of St. Ferdinand, named thus in
honor of the king of Spain, who expelled the Moors
from that country. It was founded in 1776 by
Blanchette Chasseur, and it was at first an Indian
trading post and a Jesuit mission.^ As early as
1792 Florissant had a little wooden church, called
the Church of St. Ferdinand. The present St.
Ferdinand Church built in 1821 was dedicated to the
Sacred Heart, under the invocation of St. Ferdinand
and St. Francis Regis, but it was soon called after

oits secondary title of St. Ferdinand.
When in the middle of the nineteenth century 

German Catholic immigrants began to settle in and 
around Florissant, St. Ferdinand Parish, in charge of 
the Jesuit Fathers, received a German assistant, to 
offer these immigrants the comfort of instruction 
and other priestly assistance in their own language.

 ̂Thomas J. Scharf, History of St. Louis City and 
County, Vol. II, pp. 1886-1887.

2 rbid. , p. 1889.
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By 1867 the number of German families had increased 
to thirty-five. Plans were then made for the or
ganization of a new parish and the erection of a 
church. Plans matured and in 1867 the new church, 
dedicated to the Sacred Heart, was completed.

The organizer of the parish, Reverend Ignatius 
Panken, guided by the maxim, ’’First the school, 
then the church," had built a two-story school which 
was opened on September 25, 1866 with an enrollment 
of 120 and placed in charge of two Sisters and a 
lay teacher.^"

A second school building, containing an addi
tional class room for the older boys, living Quar
ters for the lay teacher and a large assembly hall, 
was dedicated on December 28, 1873. On this oc
casion the older girls, under the guidance of Sis
ter Britto de Notre Dame, presented a Christmas 
playlet entitled, "The Shepherds at Bethlehem."^

In 1877 two Sisters of the Most Precious Blood 
from O'Fallon were called upon to take charge of 
the school. The older boys remained under the * 2

 ̂Gilbert J. Garraghan, S. J., Saint Ferdinand 
de Florissant, pp. 233-234.

2 "Florissant," Herold des Glaubens, (January 19,
1873).
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tutelage of a lay teacher for the time being.1 On 
November 28, 1889, a new school of imposing pro
portions, which was to supplant the older buildings

2was blessed by Very Reverend H. Muehlsiepen. The 
lay teacher was replaced by a Sister in 1896, from 
which time on there were four class rooms in use.

On November 23, 1903 the first school burnt 
down. It was replaced in 1904 by a new building, 
having three class rooms and spacious living quar
ters for the Sisters. This added another class 
room to the school.

There are at present seven Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood active as teachers at the Sacred 
Heart School at Florissant. The last two were add
ed in 1924 when a new rectory was built and the 
former living quarters of the priests were converted 
into class rooms.1"'

Pupils come a distance of from four to five 
miles although public schools are within the reach 
of all. The school is supported by tuition and as 
it instructs the greater part of the children of St. 1 2 3

1 Sister M. Coletta Holweck, op. cit., p. 66.
2 Gilbert J. Garraghan, S. J., op. cit., p. 234.
3 Answers to Questionaire, Reverend Stephen Hehn, S. J.
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Ferdinand Township, it keeps the school tax of the 
population remarkably low. Sacred Heart School is 
better equipped than either one of the two other 
schools— St. Ferdinand’s Catholic or the Florissant 
Public School, and it has more pupils (342) than 
the other two combined.

The great majority of the pupils finish the eighth 
grade after which some continue their studies in 
St. Louis.^

The series of Jesuit Fathers who have been 
pastors at the Sacred Heart Parish since its be
ginning includes Fathers Panken, Peukert, Bauhaus, 
Vallazza, Etten, Vallazza (second term), John Otten, 
John Kessel and the present pastor, Reverend Stephen 
Hoehn, S. J.

The Assumption School at Mattese and the St.
Paul School at Fenton are twin sisters in so far 
that both were placed in charge of the Precious Blood 
Sisters in September 1921. As regards the foundation 
of the school, however, the one at Mattese claims 
seniority.

Assumption Parish founded in 1842 had a paroch
ial school from the very beginning but it was not

Answers to Questionaire, Sister M. Alexandrine Guetgemann.
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until 1872 that the parish succeeded in obtaining 
Franciscan Sisters.1 After some years these Sis
ters were again replaced by secular teachers. This 
change from secular to Religious and from Religious 
to secular teachers occurred repeatedly.

The first school houses were one-room log 
cabins to which finally a portable addition was made. 
Such was the state of affairs when two Sisters of 
the Precious Blood assumed charge of the school in 
1921. The enrollment that year was seventy but it 
soon rose to nearly one-hundred.

The new school dedicated August 15, 1923 is a 
building not only beautiful in its architectural 
lines but also practical in its arrangement. It 
consists of two stories with a large basement under 
the whole length of the building. The first floor 
has four class rooms— only two of which are in use—  
well heated, lighted and ventilated. The auditor
ium on the second floor has a seating capacity of 
400.

The present pastor is Reverend F. J. Schlatt- 
mann.^ 1 2

1 J. Thomas Scharf, op. cit., p. 1882.
2 Sister M. Fidelis Sommerhauser, Answers to 

Questionaire.
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St. Paul Parish at Fenton is a daughter of As

sumption Parish at Mattese. Although founded as 
early as 1887 a parochial school was not opened 
until 1921 under the pastorate of Reverend Fred
erick Schulte. As the children had attended school 
at the Catholic Orphanage about a mile from Fenton 
they had had some religious training and had been 
taught the subjects outlined in the Diocesan Course 
of Studies. This made the work of the pioneer days 
at St. Paul's comparatively easier.

Records show an opening attendance of fifty-four 
which number has since increased to approximately 
one-hundred.

During the first years only two Sisters of the 
Most Precious Blood were active at St. Paul School 
but in 1927 a third teacher was added.

The school and Sisters' dwelling are at present 
combined but in the course of time the new parish 
hall will have class rooms built around it according 
to the California plan. A special room serves as a 
library, donated by the present pastor, Reverend 
Mathias T. Sevcik.^ 1

1 Personal letter from Sister M. Chrysologa 
Heckenkamp, dated February 16, 1930 and Answer to 
Questionaire.
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St. Monica Parish at Creve Coeur, although 

founded in 1872 had no parochial school until 1885 
when the Reverend Charles Brockmeier took charge.
He built the present handsome church and converted 
the old one into a school.^- The sacristy served 
as a class room for three grades while the body 
of the church housed the other four grades. Dou
ble-seated, second-hand desks were bought for the 
children; a small table served for teacher's desk.

On October 4, 1885 two Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood from O'Fallon, Missouri assumed 
charge of the school and remained there for some 
years until they were replaced by Ursuline Sisters.

In 1918 the old school was wrecked and re
placed by a modern up-to-date building. Under the 
present pastor, Reverend J. F. Hoeschen, the Precious 
Blood Sisters were again called upon to take charge 
of the school in September 1929.^

This completes the historical review of the 
parochial and district schools under the auspices of 
the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood in Missouri. 
There remains now but one more school to consider 1

1 John Rothensteiner, op. cit., p. 531.
2 Sister M. Stanisla Heinz, Answers to Question-

aire.



126
and that is the St. Elizabeth Academy in St. Louis, 
the starting point and the goal of this journey 
through the state.
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CHAPTER VII 

ST. ELIZABETH ACADEMY
This history would indeed be incomplete did 

it not contain a chapter on St. Elizabeth Academy, 
the more so, as this school offers to the observer 
of educational progress, the history of an institu
tion, which, without financial endowment, has risen 
from an humble, rather discouraging beginning to a 
position of rank among kindred schools of the State.

It was in 1876 that the germ of St. Elizabeth 
Academy was planted, when the Sisters of 0*Fallon 
planned to set aside a portion of the wing then un
der construction, for the purpose of opening a pri
vate boarding school for girls.^ The school was
opened in 1878 under the name of St. Mary's Insti-

2tute with an initial enrollment of three, among 
whom was the present Reverend Mother M. Wilhelmine, 
Superior General of the Sisters of the Most Precious 
Blood.

O'Fallon, located 36 miles west of St. Louis, 1

1 Sister M. Coletta Holweck. "Chronic der Schwes- 
tern vom Kostbaren Blute" III (1870-1881), p. 60.

2 Ibid., p . 68.
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was at that time a village not easily accessible 
and therefore not a site, favorable for a boarding 
school. The city offered much better prospects 
for pupils, yet, the Sisters were financially not 
situated to buy a property there, as improvements 
in the Motherhouse had become a dire necessity.
When, however, in 1881, the Very Reverend H. Muehl
siepen asked the Sisters to buy Schiller's Place, 
the present site of St. Elizabeth Academy, Mother 
Augusta, Superior General of the Order, accepted 
the offer.^

Schiller's Place was situated on an eminence 
known as Arsenal Heights, just outside the city 
limits, opposite the eastern entrance to Tower 
Grove Park. It was a five acre plot, of land, 
which on the side facing Arsenal Street, had a 
massive stone wall about one-hundred feet in length. 
A colonial mansion built in 1861, stood in the cen
ter of the plot, at a height of twenty feet above 
Arsenal Street. A cupola surmounting the struc
ture gave a commanding view of the surrounding 
country. Numerous shade and fruit trees greatly 1

1 Mother Beata Neukum, "Das St. Elizabeth Institute," p. 5.
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enhanced the beauty of the place and gave it a 
parklike appearance.

The boundaries, however, were primitive. The 
only streets laid out in the vicinity were Grand 
Avenue and Arsenal Street of which the latter was 
merely graded. There were no city divisions and 
no city sewerage. Bodeman's Grove, the old Pic
ard’s Cemetery and a forlorn looking house on Pes- 
talozzi formed the immediate surroundings, while 
in the distance, dilapidated negro huts were dis
cernible. Transportation was carried on by means 
of mule cars, operated by negroes. These cars ran 
every half hour from the present Grant School to 
the corner of Tower Grove Park.^

For some years Schiller's Place had served as 
a select summer garden for German citizens of the 
better class. For this purpose it had lent itself 
admirably. Mrs. E. Schiller, the proprietress, 
however, had planned to convert it into an orphan
age for girls of German descent. After repeated 
trials the plan proved futile and thus it was that 
the Sisters of the Precious Blood obtained posses-

1 Mother Beata Neukum, op. cit., p. 7.
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sion of the place under the following conditions:

1. That the proprietress, Mrs. E. Schiller, 
receive free lodging, board and mainte
nance for life.

2. That the Sisters purchase the property 
for $6,000 and pay the accumulated debt of 
$14,000 with interest, making a total cost 
of $20,000.

3. That the Community of the Sisters of the 
Precious Blood assume the obligation hence
forth conscientiously to provide for or
phans .1

The papers erroneously reported the transfer as a 
donation to the Sisters, who were even congratu
lated on the bounteous acquisition. But the Sis
ters paid dearly for the purchase. For ten years 
they took care of Mrs. E. Schiller. These last 
years of the old lady were indeed trying and cer
tainly meritorious both to herself and those about her.

 ̂The Sisters consulted the Very Reverend H. 
Muehlsiepen who said that the number of orphans 
need not exceed six, to cover the contract. The 
Sisters were given the privilege to maintain them 
at any convenient place. For thirty years from 
ten to twelve were kept in a separate house at 
O'Fallon. How from six to eight orphans are an
nually cared for by St. Elizabeth Academy.
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Since 1882 the Sisters covered the annual 

taxes, water rates and other expenses devolving 
on property owners without possessing the guaran
tee of a "valid deed;" all in "bona fide." Then, 
too, the expansion of St. Elizabeth's was retard
ed for many years, owing to the fact that Mrs. E. 
Schiller had retained for herself the right of 
disposal of the property. It was not until her 
demise in 1892 that the Very Reverend H. Muehl
siepen, to whom the property was willed, procured 
for the Sisters, in lieu of the afore mentioned 
payment, the right of ownership to one-half of the 
property, comprising an area of two and three- 
fourths acres.1 The deed, however, was not per
fectly clear until February 15, 1908, when the
Lincoln Trust Company of St. Louis, declared it to

2contain: "Estate possessed in simple fee." In
deed, many and trying were the difficulties of 
early St. Elizabeth's.

The boarding school which had been conducted 
at O'Fallon on a small scale was transferred to 1 2

1 Sister M. Theophila Kohnen, Foundation and 
Progress, p. 106.

2 Mother Beata Neukum, op. cit., p. 19.
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St. Louie in July 1882. Six Sisters, with Sister 
M. Genevieve Haeringer as Superior and Sister M. 
Engelberta Schwoerer as directress of the school, 
arrived to take charge of the new establishment.
The school received the name of St. Elizabeth In
stitute, at the suggestion of the Very Reverend H. 
Muehlsiepen. This was done to assuage the dis
appointment of Mrs. Schiller, whose name was Eliz
abeth, in lieu of the orphanage.

The mansion, as originally arranged, was a 
two-story building having four rooms on each floor. 
Mrs. E. Schiller occupied one-half of the second 
floor while the other half served as a chapel. On 
the first floor were the class rooms and the living 
rooms of both Sisters and pupils. There was a 
small annex which had previously been erected for 
the orphans. This was to serve as the boarding 
school.^ Only four pupils reported at the opening 
of the school in September 1882. The following year 
this number was increased by eight with an addi-

ptional increase of four in the second semester. * 2

 ̂Mother Beata Neukum, op. cit., pp. 8-12.
2 Ibid., p. 23.
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Thus was begun the primitive work of establishing 
an institution for the expressed purpose of edu
cating young ladies for society and for the home. 
This meant to offer to its pupils not merely an 
intellectual and moral training but a home training 
as well, hence the necessity of combining academic 
and domestic courses.

Such a plan of education, at that time pre
valent in the "Pensionat" in Germany, but unknown 
to American views, necessarily implied severe strug
gles and incessant labor. The plan implied strug
gles, for the idea not being understood, met with 
opposition and with disinterested patrons— it im
plied labors and hardships to be encountered, for 
the Sisters, financially poorly equipped, had to 
accommodate themselves to buildings, previously 
erected, which proved incommodious for the needs 
of the day.

Already in the spring of 1883, plans for the 
first addition had to be made. The present junior 
dormitory of which only the east half was standing, 
had to be enlarged.

In July of that year Mother Camilla Oberle was 
appointed superior which position she successfully
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filled for ten years. Her kindly disposition and 
great confidence in God, coupled with an energy 
for management overcame difficulties, such as fi
nancial troubles.

In the fall of 1884 Sister M. Constantia Imhof 
was appointed directress of the school. During her 
three years of dictatorship the number of boarders 
increased to twenty-five. She also had the joy of 
having the first converts: Rosalie Zratz and Bertha 
Clark. The first closing exercises consisted of 
High Mass, Sermon, and examination in presence of the 
Very Reverend H. Muehlsiepen and members of the 
regular and secular clergy. The refectory supplied 
with a small stage served as the auditorium.

Mother Constantia's health failing she was re
placed in 1887 by Mother Beata Neukum, an able and 
thorough teacher, then in- her best years.

Owing to an increase in the number of pupils, 
the work was divided into departments. This de
partmental arrangement proved a relief for the 
teachers. All worked in harmony and a joyful spir
it prevailed throughout.

The number of Sisters active at the St. Eliz
abeth Institute in 1887 was twelve. As the accom-
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modations became too small, a kitchen, dining room 
and dormitory had to be added.^

The curriculum at this time included subjects 
of secondary schools plus the domestic science 
course. The academic course embraced the follow
ing:

Christian Doctrine
Reading
Grammar
Composition
Literature
Rhetoric
Calligraphy
Arithmetic
Algebra
Physical Geography
Zoology
Bookkeeping
German
Elocution

The industrial department offered to the young lady 
a thorough instruction in Household Science, es-

1 Mother Beata Neukum, op. cit., pp. 23-26.
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peeially in the art of cooking. All pupils re
ceived instructions in sewing, mending, cutting 
and dressmaking. The latter course with the com
pletion of the elementary branches of study only, 
required two years, whilst to graduate in the com
plete Academic and Industrial Course combined, ne
cessitated four years.

Outside the regular course the following were 
also offered:

1. A Business Course, comprising Stenography, 
Typewriting and Business Correspondence.

2. Lessons in Ornamental Needlework.
3. Lessons in Drawing, Pastel, Oil and China 

Painting.
4. Piano Lessons.
A preparatory course was arranged for such 

pupils as had insufficient preliminary knowledge 
to join the regular class. The following subjects 
were offered in the preparatory class:

Religion
German
Arithmetic
Reading
Geography
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Penmanship^-

The sources of recreation were: walks on 
the extensive grounds, walks to Tower Grove Park 
and Shaw's Garden, and outings to churches. Sun
day evening recreations consisted of games and 
dancing. Private monthly entertainments were 
practiced.and costumed by the students. The nine
teenth of November, the patron feast of the insti
tute, was always a gala day in the annals of 
St. Elizabeth's.2

At the Educational Exhibit of the World's 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago, St. Elizabeth 
Institute presented three volumes of class work 
and twenty-five specimens of handwork, drawing 
and painting, and was awarded a diploma for class-

3needle and art work.
In August 1893 Mother Camilla was appointed 

Mistress of Novices at the Motherhouse, O'Fallon, 
Missouri. Mother Beata Neukum was then appointed 1

1 "The Course of Studies," pp. 14-21. Unpub
lished Annual Catalogue of the St. Elizabeth Insti
tute, St. Louis, Mo., Academic Year (1893-1899).

2 Reverend Mother Wilhelmine, Personal Interview.
3 Mother Beata Neukum, "Das St. Elizabeth Insti

tute," p. 32.
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Superior of St. Elizabeth Institute and Sister M. 
Wilhelmine Vcgelpohl assumed the duties as di
rectress of the school.

After the death of Mrs. E. Schiller, the com
munity enjoyed free disposition of the place and 
the long-felt needed improvements could be con
templated.

At this period the city recommended laying 
out streets. Radical changes in appearance of the 
property were made. Work commenced in the fall of 
1893 and continued until September 1894. The orig
inal Schiller's Place was no longer recognizable.
The entire area was graded. Instead of the massive 
gray wall there were slopes in three directions, 
east, south and west. Hollows were filled in, old 
buildings wrecked or buried, drives and pathways 
laid out. Orchard, garden and grape arbor had to 
be sacrificed for the new arrangement. On an av
erage 20,000 cubic yards of soil were removed.
Four regular city blocks came into existence, form
ing the present boundaries of Arsenal Street on the 
south, Louisiana east, Arkansas west, and Pestalozzi 
north. Crittendon Street divided the area from east 
to west and Tennessee Street from north to south.
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The cost of landscaping amounted to five thousand 
dollars. The front of the property on Arsenal, 
now measured two-hundred-seventy-five feet and the 
depth was five-hundred-ninety-four feet. The bills 
for paving streets and having connections made with 
the city sewer amounted to approximately $6,000.

Haunted by the spectre of poverty and finan
cial worry a proposal was made to abandon St. Eliz
abeth Academy. Through sacrificing and by dint of 
encouragement a fight was waged against poverty. 
This finally led to the erection of the central 
building. Plans for a suitable boarding school 
building were drawn up and put into execution.'*’
The document inclosed in the corner stone contains 
the following information:

This Building has been erected in the Year 
of the Lord 1894

Eighteen Hundred Ninety Four during the Pon
tificate of His Holiness Pope Leo XIII.

Archbishop of the Archdiocese: Most Rever
end P. R. Kenrick.

Coadjutor: Most Reverend J. J. Kain.

1 Mother Beata Neukum, op. cit., pp. 33-37.
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Vicar General: Very Reverend H. Muehlsiepen.
Superior of the Congregation: Reverend 

Mother Armella.
Grover Cleveland occupied the Presidential

Chair.
Governor of the State of Missouri at this 

time: William J. Stone.
Mayor of the City of St. Louis: Cyrus P.

Walbridge.
Architects and Superintendents of the struc

ture: Messrs. Joseph Stauder & Sons.
Contractor: Mr. F. Mueller.
The Cornerstone was laid this seventh day of

June 1894.1
The total cost without equipment approximated 

$25,000. The new building, which was to form 
the nucleus of a future complex of buildings of 
St. Elizabeth Academy, has its front entrance on 
Arkansas, closing Crittendon Street. It is a 
massive building, three stories high, having an 
attractive entrance with marble, sandstone and 
granite decorations; spacious vestibule, large re
ception rooms, class, music, domestic science and

1 Mother Beata Neukum, op. cit., p. 43.
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art rooms on the second floor; auditorium, stage 
and dressing rooms on the third floor; and dining 
room and kitchen on the ground floor. The build
ing is well ventilated, lighted and heated. The 
number of pupils at this time was forty-eight.

With the new accommodations a new interest 
was aroused in both teachers and pupils. The stanch, 
unique maxims introduced from the very beginning 
were steadfastly maintained, often at a great sac
rifice and under most trying circumstances. To de
velop the young girl's mind and heart in the prac
tice of sound principles, to train the hand in use
ful work without excluding the embellishment of 
music and art means unflinching, persevering ef
fort.1

The Institute received many favorable ac
knowledgments, both public and private, for its 
system of education and the results achieved, al
though the attendance grew very slowly during the 
first ten years. Evidence of this is an article 
which appeared in the "Sunday Chronicle" of Easter 
Sunday, April 14, 1895 which reads as follows:

1 "Das St. Elizabeth Institut," Amerika, (Sonn-
tag, August 23, 1896).
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St. Elizabeth Institute was founded 

about twelve years ago by the Sisters of 
the Most Precious Blood of O'Fallon,
Missouri. The new building was erected 
last fall.

It is large, well equipped and ele
gantly appointed for the purpose. The 
heating and ventilating systems are as 
perfect as modern architecture can make 
them. The rooms and halls are spacious 
and well lighted and every detail ar
ranged for the comfort of the girls.
One cannot enter this academy and come 
out without feeling that he has been in 
contact with women of the very highest 
culture and sweetest and most sincere 
piety. The young lady is indeed fortu
nate who receives her mental and moral 
training under the charge of such women.
It has often been said that girls edu
cated by the Sisters of this order have 
a charm of modesty that, combined with 
the splendid advantages, make them al
most irresistible. One thing is certain.
St. Elizabeth’s girls always have a 
strong bond of sympathy and love for each 
other, and always retain the utmost love 
and respect for the Sisters who guided 
and educated them. . . .
At this period came many inquiries and pe

titions to enroll younger pupils, consequently a 
grade department was established in September 1895. 
Pupils who had not completed the elementary paroch
ial school were not accepted without the permission 
of the pastor of the respective parish.^"

 ̂ "Das St. Elizabeth Institut," Amerika, (Sonn- 
tag, August 23, 1896).
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Another item of interest in the year 1895 is 

the substitution of electric cars for mule cars 
on Arsenal Street. This same year the Franciscan 
Fathers also took complete charge of the divine 
services and religious instructions at the Insti
tute .

In April of the following year His Eminence 
Cardinal Satolli paid an official visit to the Arch
diocese of St. Louis. St. Elizabeth Institute was 
privileged to be among the educational institutions 
visited by His Eminence, accompanied by the Most 
Reverend J. J. Kain, Archbishop of St. Louis.

The cyclone of May 27, 1896 played havoc with 
St. Elizabeth's. The wind coming from the north
west dashed the roof of the new building against the 
boiler room chimney which crashed into the courtyard 
below. The convent proper met with the most destruc
tion. The framework of the northwest window was 
torn out and hurled through the length of the chapel. 
Everything above the mensa of the altar was swept a- 
way. The remaining heap consisted of bricks, can
dles, candlesticks and beheaded statues. The front 
entrance was barricaded. The greatest sorrow of the 
Sisters was the destruction of the tabernacle and
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the loss of the Blessed Sacrament.

Early the next morning, Archbishop Kain vis
ited St. Elizabeth's to ascertain conditions and 
express sympathy. When the Very Reverend H. Muehl
siepen was informed of the loss of the Blessed 
Sacrament, he said: "The angels have cared for It."

The oratory in the new building was now con
verted into a temporary chapel. The Sisters were 
fortunate in securing workmen at once to repair 
damage which amounted to approximately $2500. As 
its share of the City Tornado Fund St. Elizabeth 
Institute received only $42.1

In the annals of St. Elizabeth Institute the 
first graduating exercises are recorded on June 26, 
1896. Miss Helen Reichert, now Sister M. Aquina 
was the first graduate who had completed the four- 
year course.

A change of faculty at the Institute was oc
casioned by the election of Mother Beata as Su
perior General of the Community on July 16, 1902. 
Mother Armella was then appointed Superior of St. 
Elizabeth Institute and served in that capacity

Mother Beata Neukum, Das St. Elizabeth Insti-
tut, pp. 35-36.
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for three years. During her term an entirely new 
laundry equipment was installed. This provided 
for modern steam washers, a mangle and drying room 
and had many advantages over the old system. Af
ter three years Mother Armella was appointed local 
Superior at the Motherhouse, O'Fallon, Missouri. 
Ideally equipped to continue the work of her pre
decessor, Sister Wilhelmine Vogelpohl, the direc
tress of the Institute, succeeded to the Superior- 
ship. Ably assisted by Sister M. Theophila Kohnen 
as directress of the school, and other capable 
teachers the Institute prospered and grew year by 
year.

It was during the regime of Sister Wilhelmine 
that the Precious Blood Chapel of St. Elizabeth 
Institute was built and dedicated. The Community 
had long felt the need of a more worthy habitation 
for the Lord. In the fall of 1906 plans matured 
for a new chapel centrally located between school 
and convent. On October 13, the cornerstone was 
laid. The Dedication Services took place on Feb
ruary 11, 1907. After Holy Mass the Most Rever
end John J. Glennon, addressed the Sisters in the 
following words:
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I congratulate the Sisters of this 

Community upon the auspicious building 
they have erected to which they gave the 
title they love and venerate so much "Chap
el of the Most Precious Blood." The Dio
cese is to be congratulated for having a 
Community of Sisters who consider it their 
duty to venerate the Most Precious Blood 
and to labor amongst its youth with great 
sacrifices. . . . The Community has worked 
for years, quietly, humbly, unassumingly 
according to the example of their Divine 
Master, devoting themselves to instruct
ing the youth in poorer schools. Today 
they face the large city and are crowned 
with success, teaching their proteges 
lessons of faith and usefulness.

They have not only understood fully 
their glorious title, but practiced it 
faithfully.

Not those communities will flourish 
who live in plenty, but such who know the 
value of sacrifice. I congratulate the 
Sisters once more and pray that the spir
it of sacrifice always remain in this 
Community.1
The "Amerika" of February 11, 1907 comments 

on the work done at St. Elizabeth's as follows:
The community of the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood has experienced a day 

of special joy and satisfaction. After 
years of strenuous toil for existence, 
their Institution was, as it were, crown
ed by the dedication of the new chapel.

"Dedication of the Precious Blood Chapel at 
St. Elizabeth Institute," Church Progress, (February 12, 1907).
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Their unique aim, that is, not only to 
develop the mind and heart of young girls, 
but analagous to it the hand— to train 
them to establish and maintain a home— a 
genuine home— was not realized, conse
quently not appreciated; but the St. Eliz
abeth Institute today ranks among the best 
schools for young ladies.
The year 1907 also marks the beginning of the 

St. Elizabeth Alumnae. All pupils who had been 
educated at the Institute were invited to attend 
the Silver Jubilee celebration of the Institute on 
June 20, 1907, for the purpose of organizing the 
St. Elizabeth Alumnae. Many former pupils from 
different States in the Union responded joyfully. 
Others who were unable to attend sent letters of 
deepest regret. The prospects of an annual meeting 
at the old Alma Mater— with the dear old teachers 
and fellow students, met with genuine enthusiasm.
Mrs. Brewer was elected President and Mrs. Erker 
Secretary of the Alumnae— the votes being unanimous.^ 
A tentative constitution was drawn up for the time 
being but the final constitution was not adopted un
til 1919.* 2

Mother M. Wilhelmine, "The St. Elizabeth In
stitute," pp. 47-52.

2 Constitution and By-Laws of the St. Elizabeth 
Alumnae, Adopted January 31, 1919.
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The official organ of the Alumnae "The Chimes" 

made its first appearance in 1908. Already in 1909 
the St. Elizabeth Alumnae decided to erect a beauti
ful terra cotta statue of the Guardian Angel. It 
was erected on the spot where the old historic 
cherry tree once stood as this had ever been the 
favorite gathering place of the pupils of early 
years.1 Since then the Alumnae has been prolific 
of gifts to its Alma Mater, but far superior to 
the financial assistance visible in material gifts 
is the moral support given the Institution through 
the wholesome, clean, practical example of the in
dividual Alumna. The example of such members in
duces parents to select St. Elizabeth Institute as

2the school for their daughters.
By 1913 the enrollment in the Institute had 

risen to eighty-four. The following year saw the 
addition of the north wing. On April 14, 1914 the 
ground for the new building was broken, Reverend 
Brother Leonard, functioning as architect, most

1 Sister M. Theophila Kohnen, Foundation and Pro
gress, p. 107.

p "What the St. Elizabeth Alumnae has done 
for its Alma Mater," Chimes of St. Elizabeth Alum
nae, 1920, p. 17.
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ably directed the building, working zealously upon 
its perfection and completion. The wing is con
nected with the central building, erected in 1894 
by a thirty foot corridor. Its basement contains 
two large playrooms, trunk rooms and boiler room.
On the first floor are dining rooms, kitchen, scul
lery and music rooms. The second floor contains 
class rooms, studio and sewing room while the third 
floor is used for dormitories exclusively. The new 
wing is fire proof, the building having a steel 
framework and concrete floors laid out in tiling.
On Thanksgiving the new building was ready for oc
cupancy. Many changes in rearranging the central 
building were necessitated by the enlarging of the 
library and the equipment of the science room.'*'
This year also marks the organization of the Alum
nae Sewing Circle, whose meetings are held every 
Wednesday in the Alumnae Room. They furnish many 
valuable prizes for the annual bazaar, given for 
the benefit of the Academy, the first of which was 
given in the fall of 1914.2

"A Story," Elizabethan Chimes, 1927, p. 13. 
o "Alumnae Notes," Chimes of St. Elizabeth,

1915, p. 15.
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September 1, 1914 is another day memorable in 

the annals of St. Elizabeth's, for it marks the o- 
pening of the Day School Department. Although the 
plan was strongly recommended by His Excellency, 
the Archbishop, it nevertheless met with abundant 
opposition on the part of the neighboring clergy.
The opening number seventeen was increased to one- 
hundred-fifteen within the course of the year. Sis
ter M. Aquina Reichert was appointed Directress of 
the Day School Division, in which capacity she ser
ved for twelve years and had the satisfaction of 
seeing the school grow from seventeen to two-hundred 
twenty pupils.

The Day School comprises the eight grades of 
the elementary school. In this division the Dio
cesan Plan is followed. The high school division 
comprises the four years of high school, being af
filiated in conjunction with the Resident School 
with the Catholic University at Washington, D. C., 
the State University at Columbia, Missouri, and is 
a member of the North Central Association of Col
leges and Secondary Schools. A Business Course is 
also offered after the completion of the tenth grade 
In all grades needlework and plain sewing are taught
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but the short hours will not permit the extensive 
course in Domestic Science as in the Resident School. 
Lessons in Art, Dramatics and Music are also offered 
after school hours. A cafeteria supplies the wants 
of pupils residing any distance from school.1-

The year following the opening of the Day 
School marks the affiliation of St. Elizabeth In
stitute with the Catholic University of America,

pWashington, D. C.
The visit of the Apostolic Delegate, the Right 

Reverend John Bonzano, is another noteworthy event 
of the year 1915. Immediately upon arriving at the 
Institute, His Excellency was led into the commence
ment hall, which was decked in papal colors and em
blems. After a short musical program had been ren
dered, His Excellency Archbishop Glennon addressed 
the Right Reverend Bonzano, and explained the u- 
nique features of St. Elizabeth's educational train
ing, emphasizing primarily the great want of this 
feature in the secondary training of the day. Hav-

1 Sister M. Innocentia Klein, Personal Interview.
^ "History of St. Elizabeth Institute," Chimes 

of St. Elizabeth Alumnae, 1917, p. 34.
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ing thus explained the usefulness of St. Eliza
beth's His Excellency continued:

This is the school of which I told 
your Excellency. The pupils that leave 
the portals of St. Elizabeth go forth 
strong in the faith and live the lives 
of practical Catholics. The graduates 
of this school are prepared to take their 
places in the world as practical women 
of the home. They have learned not only to perform excellently upon the piano, 
they have been instructed not only in 
the various branches of academic study, 
but in the sound principles of faith as 
well. Besides all this they were train
ed in the duties of the home. Their 
cooking is as excellent as is their mu
sic, Your Excellency, and you have ad
mitted that to have been very excellent.
These words were very encouraging. May the 

future bring a steadily continuing recognition of 
the work of St. Elizabeth Academy.^

After St. Elizabeth Institute had been affil
iated with the Catholic University of America for 
some years, application for affiliation with the 
State University was made in 1919 and in October of
the following year the school was placed on the

2list of fully accredited schools of the State.

 ̂"Visit of the Apostolic Delegate," Chimes of 
St. Elizabeth Alumnae, 1916, p. 34.

Personal letter from the High School Visitor,
J. D. Elliff, dated April 3, 1931.

2



153
The title St. Elizabeth Institute was official

ly changed to "St. Elizabeth Academy" and a new set 
of Incorporation Papers drawn up for the Alma Mater 
in June 1920. From that time on St. Elizabeth In
stitute was known as St. Elizabeth Academy, the 
"Academy" appellation designating more definitely 
the precise character of the work done at St. Eliz
abeth 1 s.1

After years of strenuous labor at St. Eliza
beth Institute, during which time Sister Wilhelmine 
had given ample proof of her extraordinary execu
tive abilities, she was elected Superior General of 
the Community in 1920. Mother Beata, retiring from 
this office, in which capacity she had served the 
Community for eighteen consecutive years, resumed 
the superiorship at the Institute. Sister Theophila 
Kohnen retained the directorship of the school for 
another year. Her health failing, she was replaced 
in 1921 by Sister Innocentia Klein, who still holds 
this position to the satisfaction of both faculty 
and students.

The year 1921 witnessed the erection of the 
south wing, providing for the enlargement of the

1 Corporation Book of St. Elizabeth Academy, p. 1.
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chapel, a commodious study hall, additional class 
rooms and sleeping apartments. The entire grounds 
were newly landscaped and the campus completely 
equipped.̂

In compliance with requirements of the State 
University a chemistry laboratory was installed 
in 1924 at a cost of $2000.

Mother Beata's six year term as superior hav
ing expired, Sister M. Laetitia Kelly succeeded to 
the superiorship of St. Elizabeth's in 1926. The 
year following her appointment proved to be one of 
singular activity and improvement. The long felt 
need of a gymnasium was realized with the erection 
of the present gymnasium-auditorium. It is a struc
ture having a Lamilla roof, herring boned floor, a 
stage with all modern equipment, five dressing rooms, 
a spacious lounging room, lockers and showers. E- 
quipment for the gymnasium classes was furnished by 
the newly organized Parent Teacher Association.

The old auditorium was converted into two 
large class rooms. Stage and dressing rooms are 
now private rooms for the Seniors.

The year 1927 also marks the crowning step in

1 "A Story,” Elizabethan Chimes, 1927, p. 13.
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affiliation, for at the Convention of the North 
Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools held in Chicago in March, St. Elizabeth 
Academy with an enrollment of three-hundred-seventy 
students was admitted as a member of this great 
Association. Furthermore, it was in 1927 that the 
Academy issued the first School Annual, "Elizabethan 
Chimes," which delighted the hearts of all the stu
dents.^"

The curriculum, though enlarged and enriched 
to meet present day requirements, does not differ 
fundamentally from the earliest course in vogue at 
St. Elizabeth's. Special emphasis is still laid 
upon the combination of the academic and domestic 
courses, the balanced education of head and of hand 
and of heart. The Course of Study as outlined in 
the present prospectus of St. Elizabeth Academy il-

«lustrates this.
COURSE OF STUDY

The curriculum of St. Elizabeth 
Academy embraces the following Departments: 
Academic, Domestic Science, Music, Art, 
Commercial, and Preparatory.

Sister M. Innocentia Klein, Personal Interview.
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GRADUATION

The complete course for graduation 
requires four years after completion of 
the Grammar Grades and includes a thor
ough training in Home Economics.

Sixteen units in Academic subjects 
are required for graduation, half of which 
must have been taken at St. Elizabeth 
Academy.

All Catholic students must take the 
full four years course in Religion.

The Graduation Diploma is conferred 
only upon students fulfilling all above 
requirements.

THE ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT
Three courses of study are offered, 

each extending through four years of High 
School work:

a. Classical Course (College Preparatory).
b. Scientific Course (College Preparatory).
c. General Course (Commercial included).
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS OF STUDY 

CLASSICAL COURSE 
(College Preparatory)

Required Electives
English--------- -4 units French
Latin----------- -4 units Spanish
Modern Languages--2 units German
History--------- -2 units Music
Mathematics----- -2 units Science
Science--------- -1 unit
Elective-------- -1 unit
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SCIENTIFIC COURSE 

(College Preparatory)
Required Electives
English----------- 4 units History
Latin------------- 2 units Science
Modern Languages— 2 units Music
History----------- 1 unit French
Mathematics------- 3 units Spanish
Science----------- 2 units German
Electives--------- 2 units

GENERAL COURSE
Required Electives
English------- ---4 units History
Latin--------- ---2 units French
History------- Spanish
Mathematics--- ---2 units German
Science------- ---1 unit Music
Commercial---- ---2 units
Electives----- ---2 units

Practice in Typewriting one hour daily.
One half credit Physical Education per 

semester is required of all students.
That successful and effective work is being done on 
the part of the student body is proven by the re
ports sent from the Board of the Catholic Univer
sity upon grading the final examinations.

Students also take an active interest in ex
tra curricular activities of the Academy. Frequent
ly they were winners in interscholastic basket-ball 
contests. In 1930 they entered the St. Louis Cath
olic Students Mission Crusade Debating Contest and
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earned first honors.1 The St. Louis Daily Globe- 
Democrat dated April 20, 1931 tells of the St. 
Elizabeth Academy debaters winning first honors 
for the second time:

Miss Adelaide Peterson and Miss 
Cecilia Golden, students of high school 
grade at St. Elizabeth's Academy, won 
for St. Elizabeth's the second time the 
silver debate trophy of the Catholic 
Students' Mission Crusade, yesterday 
afternoon, at debate finals in St. Eliz
abeth's Academy auditorium, 3401 Arsenal 
street.

Their opponents were two young men 
from the McBride High School, Frank O'Don- 
nel and Albert Lutz. These two schools 
are the same that weathered the elimina
tion contest of high schools in the Mis
sion Crusade annual debate last year.
One of the debaters, Miss Cecilia Golden, 
was a winning debater for St. Elizabeth's 
last year.

The topic of debate involved points 
of theology and history: "Resolved, That 
the work of bringing back the so-called 
Orthodox churches of the East to the 
Roman Catholic Church deserves as much 
attention from Catholic Americans as the 
work of bringing pagans into the church."
The two girls won in the affirmative by 
a decision of 5 to 0, much to the delight 
of their teachers, the Sisters of the 
Most Precious Blood, and many friends. . . .
This completes the history of St. Elizabeth

"St. Elizabeth Team Acclaimed Champion De
baters," St. Louis Daily Globe-Democrat, (March 24, 
1930) , p. 20.
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Academy which through its growth, its struggles, 
and its vicissitudes has ever remained true to its 
original aim, that of giving a practical training 
to girls and young ladies preparatory to filling 
their respective station in life. From St. Eliza
beth Academy has gone forth many a stanch Reli
gious, many a mother presiding as queen in her 
household, and many a social worker, each one loy
al in her sphere, basing her activities upon the 
fundamentals received at her Alma Mater.
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SUMMARY
Having reached the terminal of the long jour

ney of perusal, through the three score period of 
development of activities undertaken by the Sisters 
of the Most Precious Blood of 0*Fallon, Missouri, 
the end in view at the outset has been accomplished. 
The history of the schools of their Order in Miss
ouri has been traced, as accurately as possible, 
from their poor, often unpromising beginnings, 
through their gradual development up to their pre
sent rank among kindred schools of the state.

The problem of securing reliable data regard
ing the courses of study used in their schools and 
the material and educational development of the 
schools under their supervision, has been solved.

All the public and private schools under their 
auspices in the State of Missouri, except the St. 
Mary'8 Junior College at O'Fallon and the St. 
Domenico Italian Orphan Home in St. Louis, have 
been considered.

Courses of study and school catalogs as far 
back as 1875 have been studied and examined. Fur
ther information was gleaned from written school 
journals, chronicles, diaries and records, also 
from parish jubilee booklets, parish messengers and
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year books. Newspaper files were searched. All 
these sources were scattered and difficult to as
semble, but proved very valuable as they contain 
a rich fund of material touched by local color.

A brief summary of the sources of information 
used is as follows:

1. General Histories of Education
2. Histories of Missouri or parts of the state
3. Courses of study and school catalogs
4. Written school journals, chronicles, diaries, 

records, and personal letters
5. Parish jubilee booklets, parish messengers 

and year books
6. Newspaper files

Amerika
Church Progress 
Martinsburg Monitor 
Salisbury-Press Spectator 
St. Charles Banner-News 
St. Charles Cosmos-Monitor 
St. Genevieve Herald 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat 
Sunday Chronicle 
The Brunswicker
Warrenton Banner
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By reading E. E. Brown's "The Making of Our Middle 
Schools," Claude A. Phillips' "A History of Education 
in Missouri," Reverend John Rothensteiner's "History 
of the Archdiocese of St. Louis" and Sister Mary 
Agatha Gears' thesis entitled "The Origin and De
velopment of Secondary Schools in Oklahoma" the 
writer found methods of attack, sources of informa
tion and suggestions which lead to the discovery 
of material. By means of a questionaire sent to 
the different schools she obtained valuable data.
Her interviews and correspondence with school men 
and women, acquainted with the history and condi
tions of schools conducted by the Sisters of the 
Most Precious Blood, gave her much valuable inform
ation and reliable data, however, it was almost im
possible to secure much material from one or other 
of the schools.

The writer is especially indebted to the follow
ing for this type of information:
J. D. Elliff, High School Visitor, and Professor 
High School Administration at the University of 
Missouri.
F. W. Kehr, Superintendent of the Public Schools of 
Warren County, Missouri.
Former and present Superiors and Directresses of



163
the schools of her Order.

The various sources of the material obtained 
were then compared, facts were established and group
ed and put into final form. Information derived 
from personal interviews was submitted to the in
formants for correction and approval.

The writer again expresses her gratitude to 
Dr. Wm. A. Kelly, Chairman of the Department of 
Education at the Creighton University, Omaha, Ne
braska, who by dint of encouragement, and by read
ing and offering suggestions and criticism on the 
manuscript gave her valuable assistance. To all who 
have helped her she is deeply grateful.

Having thus put forth her best efforts, the 
writer hopes that the book will prove a source of 
information to all interested in the schools of her 
Community and an inspiration to the younger members 
who are following in the footprints of the venerable 
pioneers of the Precious Blood Sisters of O'Fallon,
Missouri.
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Questionaire

1. Name of your school?.........................
2. When was it opened?..........................
3. Who was the pastor then?.....................
4. Were there any particular hardships at opening?

5. Were there any facilities in the beginning?...

6. Description of first school house
a. Building material.............
b. Size........ ..................
c. Equipment.....................

7. Has a new school been built since?
When?........... When dedicated?..
Description of new school........

Approximate value of new school....
8. Did our Sisters open the school?....
9. If not, who were the first teachers?

10. When did the Sisters of the Precious Blood of
O'Fallon take charge of the school?.........

11. How many Sisters taught the first year?.....
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12. When were more teachers added?................
13. Present number of teachers?...................
14. Was there any time when the Precious Blood Sis

ters were replaced by other teachers?.........

15. What was the first opening attendance?...
16. What was the nationality of the pupils at

large?..................................

17. Events of special school interest.
a. First public exhibit, when?..........
b. First entertainment, when?...........
c. First visit of school inspector, when?
d. Other noteworthy events?.............

18. Number of grades in your school?..............
19. Do you offer a high school course?............

a. Junior or Senior High?.....................
b. Affiliated?................................
c. Date of affiliation?.......................

20. Is your school progressive as regards increase?

Curriculum improvement?

Sanitary improvements?



21. Do pupils take part in contests?

22. Have they frequently come forth as winners in 
contests?...................................

23. What vocations do most pupils follow when they 
leave your school?...........................

24. Do many of your pupils continue school?

25. Who is your present pastor?
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COPY OF LETTER SENT WITH QUESTIONAIRE

O'Fallon, Missouri 
January 30, 1930

Dear Sister:
As I am writing a history of the schools 

of Our Community in Missouri, I am sending you 
a "questionaire," trusting that your kindness 
and the interest you take in our schools will 
inspire you to fill out the blanks and return 
same to me at your earliest convenience.

Any additional information, or any ref
erence— such as jubilee booklets, parish mes
sengers, newspapers etc.— from which such in
formation can be gleaned will be greatly ap
preciated and recompensed by a special memento 
in my prayers. If ever I can do you a similar 
favor I shall be only too glad to do so.

Gratefully,
Sister Mary Antoinette
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Holy Family School 
St. Louis, Mo.

April 10, 1931.
Dear Sister Antoinette:

I have filled out your questionaire to the 
best of my ability. Below is listed some addi
tional information which may be of help to you.

Notre Dame Sisters had charge of Holy Family 
School previous to our coming. In 1901 our Sis
ters took charge of Holy Family School under the 
guidance of Reverend F. J. Reuther.

At the end of the first term the school num
bered 129 pupils controlled by two teachers. The 
increase in pupils to 164 the second year called 
for a third teacher. In 1904 a fourth teacher was 
added. In 1906 a kindergarten was opened. There 
were six teachers that year. The enrollment for 
1910-1911 was 278. The following year there were 
seven teachers. Today the teacher-staff numbers 
ten, the pupil-body being approximately 500.

About thirty-three graduates leave our pre
cincts annually. Many enter some higher institu
tion of learning so as to fit them for some future 
professional work.
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The children of Holy Family School are in gen

eral of a very candid type— ambitious and sport 
loving- Bernard Weber, Eagle Scout, of Troup 20 
of Holy Family Parish, graduate of Holy Family School 
has been adjudged winner of the Harmon award, one 
of the highest honors possible for Scouts, by the 
National Boy Scout Council, New York City. The 
award includes a limited scholarship at any uni
versity the winner may choose to enter, and is 
given on the boy's record for civic work during 
the past five years. Only once before has this 
honor been won by a St. Louis boy.

Nine boys are at present preparing for the 
holy priesthood. Ten girls have entered Religious 
Orders.

Boys and girls who have won scholarships to 
the St. Louis University, St. Elizabeth Academy, 
Webster and Fontbonne are: Paul Schmitt, Sylvester 
Kuntz, Robert Saxton, Marie Riehmann, Rose Wurtz, 
Dorothy Venker, Dorothy Wagner, Helen Ruff, Marie 
Herr, Lorene Bader and Justin Korman.

Wishing you God's blessing and much success 
to your great work, I am,

Sincerely,
Sister M. Elizabeth.
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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI
COLUMBIA

April 3, 1931

Sister M. Antoinette
O'Fallon, Missouri 

Dear Madam:
Find enclosed the data requested. It 

is in rough form as I dug it out of the rec
ords. I have no stenographer today so I am 
sending it in the rough.

You may use my name for reference as 
you suggested.

Your friend,
J. D. Elliff
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DATA RECEIVED FROM J. D. ELLIFF

Date of first Date when
visit of Dr. fully acElliff credited

St. Elizabeth Academy Oct. 4, 1920 Oct. 1920
St. Louis, Mo.

St. Joseph High Feb. 5, 1923 1926Salisbury, Mo.
St. Brendan High Nov. 1923 1926Mexico, Mo.
St. John's High Sept. 1929 Approved forSt. Louis, Mo. 2 yr. course Oct. 1920
St. Joseph High Dec. 1922 Approved for

Martinsburg, Mo. 8 units 1922
St. Mary's High March 21, 1928 Approved forGlasgow, Mo. 8 units 1929
St. Henry High 1920 Approved forCharleston, Mo. 2 yrs. work 

1928Assumption High 1922 1930
O'Fallon, Mo.

Standing of high schoolsi taught by the Sisters of
the Most Precious Blood as compared to other high
schools in the State.
Ans. Above the average in the State.



UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI
COLUMBIA

Committee on Accredited 
Schools and Colleges

November 14, 1923

Reverend A. Jasper, Principal 
Assumption High School 

O'Fallon, Missouri 
Dear Reverend Jasper:

At a meeting of the Committee on 
Accredited Schools and Colleges held on 
November 5, 1923 Assumption High School was 
recommended for the following units:

English 2Algebra 1Plane Geometry 1Ancient History 1Latin 2
Botany 1

Total 8
Very truly yours,

S. Woodson Canada
RF: MB Secretary
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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI
COLUMBIA

June 28, 1930

Reverend P. Kurtenbach, Principal 
Assumption High School 
O'Fallon, Missouri
Reverend Kurtenbach:

At a recent meeting of the Committee 
on Accredited Schools and Colleges, As
sumption High School was recommended for the following units:

English 3Algebra 1
Plane Geometry 1
Advanced Arithmetic 1J2Advanced Algebra
Ancient History 
Medieval & Modern

1
History 1

Latin 3Stenography 1
Typewriting 1

Total 13
Very truly yours,

SWC:MB
S. W . Canada

Secretary of the Committee
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Committee on Accredited 
Schools and Colleges

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI

COLUMBIA

January 14, 1931

Rev. P. Kurtenbach, Principal 
Assumption High School 

O'Fallon, Missouri
Dear Sir:

At a recent meeting of the Committee on 
Accredited Schools and Colleges Assumption High 
School was placed on the fully accredited list 
of secondary schools.

Very truly yours,
S. W. Canada
Secretary of the Committee
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Dutzow, Missouri 
January 12, 1931

Dear Sister Antoinette:
Prior to the year 1886 no St. Vincent School 

records are available. The secular teachers 
who taught here from 1886 until the advent of
our Sisters were:

H. L. Schade---------------1886-1889
. John Ruland----------------1889-1890

Matthew Stolz--------------1890-1896
Fred Blaeser---------------1896-1898
John Schwegler-------------1898-1902
John Huslage---------------1902-1906
Eleanora Heller------------1906-1907
Marie Peitz-- ------------- 1907-1910
Theodore Duenwald----------1910-1911
M. E. Sondermann-------- 1911-1912
Rose L. Piosik-------------1912-1913
Wishing you every success, I am, 

Yours in Christ,
Sister M. Mathilda
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ST. VINCENT SCHOOL ITEMS GLEANED FROM 
THE MARTHASVILLE RECORD

June 16, 1922
The honor graduate this year is Miss 

Octavia Diermann. . . .who received all 
of her schooling at the St. Vincent 
School at Dutzow. Her average grade 
was 96 9/14 an unusually high mark.

June 15, 1923
This year's honor graduate in Warren 

County is Othmar Willenbrink of the St. 
Vincent School at Dutzow. He made ex
cellent grades in every subject and has 
a general average of 97 $. This is 
a splendid record and it is quite a 
distinction to be first in so large a 
group (110). It speaks well also for 
the teachers and the school. He has 
always attended the Dutzow School.

June 20, 1924
The honor graduate for Warren County 

is Raymond Pohl. He spent the entire 
time in the St. Vincent School and the 
splendid record made is a credit to him 
and his teachers.

June 19, 1925
The honor graduate for Warren County is 

Victor Kettler. He received all of his 
training at the St. Vincent School at Dut
zow. It is a fine honor to have the high
est average grades in the county. Victor, 
his parents and the teachers are to be 
congratulated for the splendid record.

June 21, 1929
The graduates of the St. Vincent School 

attended the graduating exercises at War
renton Saturday. Miss Frances Baumann was 
awarded the scholarship of Warren County.



OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
OF WARREN COUNTY

Marthasville, Mo.
March 28, 1931

Sister M. Antoinette
0*Fallon, Missouri 

Dear Sister Antoinette:
Under separate cover I am sending you a 

copy of the Courses of Study beginning with 
1905 to 1929. New Courses of Study were not 
published at regular periods or years. I hope 
these will help you in your research work.

I have filled out the blank you sent me 
from the record I have.

At Concord Hill the private school was 
changed to a public school last fall. The en
rollment is 62. They have a good school.

At St. Vincent School they have always 
done and are still doing good work.

Wishing you success, I am,
Very truly,

F. W. Kehr



DATA RECEIVED FROM F. W. KEHR, SUPERINTENDENT OF 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS, WARREN CO., MO.

St. Vincent School 
Dutzow, Missouri

Date of opening of the school by the Sisters of
the Precious Blood, September 1, 1913._____________
Date of Superintendent F. W. Kehr's first visit
after September, 1913? September 10, 1930 and_____
March 31, 1914.____________________________________
Initial value of equipment? &300.00
Present value of equipment? $5500.00
Initial value of library? $ 65.00
Present value of library? $240.00
Standing of school as compared to other schools of 
the county?
Ans. The school ranks above the average in the 
county. The preparation and training of the teach
ers is superior to the average in the county. 
Impressions received at various visits, entertain
ments, school exhibits, etc.?
Ans. That good teaching is done. The teachers are 
well prepared for the work, truthful and honest and 
are always striving to do the best for the school. 
May I use your name as reference in my footnotes?
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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI

COLUMBIA

December 17, 1926

Sister Mary Walburgis, Principal 
St. Brendan School 
614 South Clark Street 
Mexico, Missouri
Dear Sister:

I am pleased to inform you that at 
a meeting of the Committee on Accredited 
Schools and Colleges, October 4, 1926, St. 
Brendan School was added to the list of fully 
accredited Secondary Schools.

Yours very truly,
S. W. Canada
Secretary of the Committee
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THE MISSOURI WRITERS GUILD

Mart insburg, Mo. 
May 28, 1931

Dear Sister M. Antoinette:
Pardon me for being so slow to answer your 

letter, but I have been very busy and hadn’t the 
time to look through our files until today.
There may be something in this copy of the paper, 
but I believe the History published in 1926 is 
about as complete as can be.

It is the ardent hope of the Martinsburg 
people to see the school here developed into a 
four year High School. So many children, would 
go if we had the school here and are now denied 
this opportunity because their parents do not 
wish to send them elsewhere. This year ten 
Martinsburg children were obliged to attend the 
Wellsville Public High School in order to com
plete the four years. I think it is quite a boost 
for our Sisters to know that the highest ranking 
students in the Senior and Junior Classes had been 
St. Joseph's School pupils, completing the ten grades here.

Trusting you may find a little something in the enclosed to help, I am,
Very sincerely,

Frances Jacobi O'Meara
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Washington, D. C. 
March 31, 1922

Sister M. Theophila
St. Joseph High School

Salisbury, Missouri
Reverend, dear Sister:

At a special meeting of the Committee on 
Affiliation held March 27, the application of St. 
Joseph High School for affiliation to the Catho
lic University of America was taken under con
sideration. The Committee approved the appli
cation for tentative affiliation which will con
tinue until June 1923, that is for two school 
years. This includes permission to take the 
yearly tests and to obtain such credits as are 
possible under these and the regulations as set 
down in the syllabus, a copy of which is being 
forwarded to you. This will give your school 
time to develop sufficiently to have the tenta
tive affiliation extended into regular or full 
affiliation. No General Certificates can be is
sued while the school is tentatively affiliated 
but the credits gained during this period may be 
used toward the making up of the required number 
of units necessary for this purpose. I

I am having forwarded to your school the 
questions ordered and you will find enclosed the 
information sent out at the time the order blanks 
were sent. I am sending you also a set of last 
years questions and a syllabus. With kindest re
gards and hoping that the affiliation will work to 
the mutual advantage of our Institutions, I am,

Sincerely yours,
Rev. Leo L. McVay
Sec'y Committee on Affiliation



195

Washington, D. C.
Jan. 24, 1924

Sister M. Theophila
St. Joseph High School

Salisbury, Missouri 
Dear Sister:

The Committee on Affiliation considered your 
letter of January 13, at a meeting held January 22. 
They found the statement therein contained, com
plete and satisfactory. Basing their decision up
on this statement they directed me to inform you 
that your Institution has been granted full af
filiation and will be placed on the official list 
of Affiliated Institutions and published in the 
Year Book of the University.

Trusting that by it continued success will be 
yours during the coming years, I am with kindest 
regards,

Sincerely yours,
Rev. Leo L. McVay 
Secretary
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Bloomsdale, Mo. 
Feb. 5, 1931

Venerable Sister M. Antoinette:
After much neglect we are sending what 

little information we can get about the parochial 
school of Bloomsdale.

In the year of 1880 religion was first 
taught in part of the home which is now Henry 
Basler's.

The building at that time, a small hall, was 
bought from the Alliance Lodge, by the Parish un
der directions of Reverend Father Walsh, who was 
then pastor of St. Philomena's Parish.

A lady, Miss Carry, was hired as teacher of 
this school. There were probably two terms of 
school held in said building, then there was no 
religion taught in school until 1888 under the 
directions of Reverend Father Trumm. Mr. William 
Boyer was teacher in the building which is now 
the residence of Jos. B. Huck. Said building 
was about 22 x 30 feet and was purchased by the 
parish at that time from the Grange Lodge. That 
year about sixty children received their first 
Holy Communion. There were about seventy pupils 
enrolled. Attendance was very poor as the chil
dren of those days traveled on foot for one, two 
three, and four miles through forests, fields, 
ungraveled roads and creeks. A number of those 
who received Holy Communion did not attend school 
but came only for a few instructions.

The next year Miss Ziegler, then Miss Seitz, 
Miss Kettinger in succession each having about 
seventy children enrolled and other conditions 
about the same as in 1888.

In the year 1893 under the directions of Rev
erend Father Kurtenbach who was then Pastor, the



parishioners began building what is now the paroch
ial school. This is a two story frame building 
about 30 x 50 feet. School was first taught in 
said building in the year 1894. Elizabeth Yallaly, 
now Mrs. G. Perry, was teacher. Miss Mary LaCount 
then taught two terms. Then in the fall of 1897 
Reverend Father Bush first got the Sisters of the 
Most Precious Blood from Ruma, Illinois.

The Sisters taught two terms, then Reverend 
Father Krechter taught, next Miss Catherine Weber, 
then the Sisters of the Most Precious Blood from 
O'Fallon came.

As to entertainments they were probably had 
every year in a small way at the beginning.

A basement was dug under the present school 
in about the year 1905. A hot air furnace was 
installed in the school in about 1923.

As to those having made a name there is Rev
erend Paul U. Kertz of Our Lady of Sorrows, St. 
Louis, and Oscar Carron M.D. of St. Louis near 
St. Peter and Paul's Parish.

At present the surroundings of church and 
school are being improved to a large extent. It 
has been leveled and terraced. The school grounds 
are being leveled. More ground has been donated 
for parking purposes and that is being leveled and 
graveled.

For the last three or four years the children 
living distant have been transported by bus which is 
hired by the public school district. At the present 
time all children expected in the parochial school 
are attending. The number is about eighty.

Hoping this will be of some assistance to you,
I am,

Yours truly,
Stephen Drury
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Fenton, Mo. 
Feb. 16, 1930

Dear Sister Antoinette:
I have worked out your "Questionaire" as 

best I could and should like to add the folloy/ing:
St. Paul Parish was opened on Christmas day,

1879 as an English speaking parish. This caused 
many Bohemians to drift away. The Holy Masses 
were twice a month. In 1887 Reverend Feldmann, 
pastor of Mattese attended to this parish. Fenton 
is a daughter of Mattese. The first resident 
pastor is Reverend John Kern who was in the high
est stages of consumption when he arrived here.
He built the present parsonage and died here. Rev
erend Waeltermann was the next priest, followed by 
Reverend Wm. Schulte, a man who is highly praised 
and whose work is greatly appreciated by our present 
Reverend Pastor, Reverend M. T. Sevcik, a worthy 
priest who has made wonderful improvements here.

The first baptism recorded here was in 1887 
and the first marriage recorded here in 1903.

The first little church resembled the "stable 
of Bethlehem." Reverend Schulte built the present 
church, Roman style. He instructed the children 
on Saturday and Sunday. The Bohemian Sisters 
(Nostra Doraina) took English lessons from our Sis
ter Loyola. They started an orphanage about a 
half a mile from here. The Catholic children of 
Trenton, Valley Park etc., attended school up there. 
They were very conscientious in following the 
Diocesan Course of Studies and seemingly had suc
cess. Children had entertainments there. About 
1919 or 1930 the Sisters gave up the place (a beauti
ful place) and the Sisters of the Holy Cross (hos
pital Sisters) took charge of the orphans. That 
turned down the school. Those Sisters spoke Bohemian 
and could not teach. So most of our children attend 
ed the public school here in Trenton (about two 
blocks from here). The zealous pastor, Reverend
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Schulte could not calmly see souls deprived of Cath
olic training hence, he tried his utmost to get the 
parishioners interested in building a school. He met 
with great opposition; but nevertheless he succeeded. 
He applied to our Community first. Just before we 
went to Fenton Reverend Mother received a letter from 
him showing how discouraged he was but he added, "I 
began for the Glory of God and I am going ahead and 
so he did. When Sisters Martina, Florentine, and I 
arrived, we found a neat cozy little home with pretty 
shades and curtains, good beds but poor furniture.
We had no stove till evening and many necessaries 
were missing. The house was not even completed.
We made the best of it and I assure you, the first 
three years were some of the happiest of my life. 
"Holy Poverty" could be practiced. School opened 
Sept. 7. We were met with willing children. Dis
cipline was not difficult even the first day. The 
altar chimes served as a school bell. We had boxes 
instead of tables in the kitchen because the kitchen 
tables were used for teachers' desks. Reverend 
Schulte, being a real school man, it was refreshing 
to see of how many things he thought in school. He 
even secured some old maps for the beginning. There 
were new children's desks. When school was in ses
sion two days he became ill and was advised to go 
to California. Without any directions, he left the 
school to me and Reverend Blase Schaeffer, a newly ordained priest took charge of the parish till 
November when the Reverend Pastor returned. We were 
requested to receive Holy Communion in the first 
Mass on Sundays so that people may get the idea to 
go sometimes. On an average there were three Sunday 
communicants. Now we have well organized sodalities 
and even some daily communicants. The majority re
ceive once a month.

The present Reverend Pastor has proved a real 
blessing both spiritually and financially. In addi
tion let me note that our new hall is estimated at 
$30,000 and in the course of time class rooms will 
be built around it according to the California plan. 
Reverend Father was very kind in giving me the in
formation requested.

Wishing you all success, I am, with much love,
Yours in Christ,

Sister M. Chrysologa.
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SISTERS C.PP.S. TEACHING IN MISSOURI
ST. LOUIS

St. Agatha School..........................  10
Holy Family School.........................  7
St. John the Baptist School................  17
St. John the Baptist High School...........  3
St. George School..........................  9
Holy Innocents School......................  7
St. Stephen School.........................  4
St. Elizabeth Academy......................  20

ST. CHARLES COUNTY 
O'Fallon

Assumption School..............  4
Assumption High School..................  3

Josephville
St. Joseph School.......................  2

St. Peters
All Saints School................... . ... 4
All Saints High School..................  1

Dardenne
Immaculate Conception School............  2

FIinthill
St. Theodore School.....................  2

Wentzville
St. Patrick School 2



WARREN COUNTY 
Dutzow

St. Vincent School.......................  3
Concord Hill

St. Ignatius School.....'................  2
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

Rhineland
St. Joseph School...................... . . 2

AUDRAIN COUNTY 
Martinsburg

St. Joseph School........................  3
St. Joseph Junior High..................  1

Mexico
St. Brendan School.......................  2
St. Brendan High.........................  3

BOONE COUNTY 
Columbia

Sacred Heart School......................  2
HOWARD COUNTY 

Glasgow
St. Mary1 s School........................  3
St. Mary's Junior High..................  1

CHARITON COUNTY 
Salisbury

St. Joseph School........................  3
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St. Joseph High..........................  3
Brunswick

St. Boniface School......................  2
MISSISSIPPI COUNTY 

Charleston
St. Henry School.........................  3
St. Henry Junior High....................  1

ST. GENEVIEVE COUNTY 
Weingarten

Mary Help of Christians School...........  2
River aux Vases

St. Philip and James School..............  2
Bloomsdale

St. Philomena School.....................  2
ST. LOUIS COUNTY 

Florissant
Sacred Heart School......................  7

Mattese
Assumption School........................  2

Fenton
St. Paul School..........................  .3

Creve Coeur
St. Monica School........................  2

Total 151



*

THE CITY OP ST. LOUIS.
1* St® Agatha School
2. Holy Pamily School
3. St. .John the Baptist School
4. St. George School
5. Holy Innocents School
6. St. Stephen School
7. St. Elizabeth Academy
ST. CHARLES COUNTY 
1. O ’Fallon 2. Josephville 
3. St. Peters 4.Dardenne 
5. Plinthill 6.Wentzville
WARREN county 
1. Dutzow 2. Peers
MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
1. Rhineland
AUDRAIN COUNTY 1. mdi t inshiirg 2. Mexico
BOONE COUNTY
1» Columbia

V R
HOWARD COUNTY 1. Glasgow

VIA CHARITON COUNTY 1. Salisbury 2. Brunswick
MISSISSIPPI COUNTY 
1. Charleston
ST.GENEVIEVE COUNTY 1. Weingarten 2. River aux 
3. Bloomsdale va.se s

ST. LOUIS COUNTY 
1. Florissant 2. Mattese 
3. Fenton 4. Creve Coeur
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