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CATHOLIC EDUCATION IN OMAHA 

PAST, PRESENT AND PITTURE

Reverend J. H. Ostdiek----------------------------------Omaha, Nebraska

The history of Catholic education in Omaha seems to have claimed hut little 
consideration in the past. The lasting deeds of the pioneers in education ac
complished at the expense of sweat and blood and often in the face of poverty and 
and persecution have found small place in the written records of time. Perhaps no 
adequate account of the past can be brought to light unless it be discovered in the 
rich heritage of tradition, the staunch faith of the Catholic people and the cold mon
uments of brick and mortar. It is true we have such works as the "Rerainescences of 
Creighton University," the "Annals of the Sisters of Mercy," the "Early Days of the 
Mercy Order in Omaha," Sorenson's "Story of Omaha," the records of the diocese and of 
and of the different parishes and the issues of the early newspapers; but all these 
deal in the main with individual events, institutions or societies. They make no ef
fort to cover in a general way and in a connected account all those factors that make 
up the great nursury of Catholic religion and education in this community— the Cath
olic school system.

It is meet and opportune, therefore, that some notice be taken of the Catholic 
schools in Omaha. Their foundation and growth comprise a precious heritage of infor
mation which must be rescued from the twilight of oblivion. Their present status as 
the outgrowth and product of the past deserves careful study and exposition while the 
beet school policy to be followed in the future is to be settled in the light of all 
that has gone before. We have, therefore, selected as the topic of this dissertation, 
"Catholic Education in Omaha, Past, Present, and Future."

In the presentation of this paper it would be presumptuous to lay any claim to 
originality in content. Pacts cannot be originated; they must simply be drawn from 
available sources. But since all records on hand deal with a particular school or 
religious organization or if they cover a broad field they give the Catholic schools 
scant and cursory notice. It is hoped that this broad account dealing exclusively 
with the centers of Catholic education in Omaha will possess at least the grace of 
some originality in form.

I The Past 

A. The Farish Schools

In the beginning we must note that private or religious schools have nearly al
ways blazed the trail in the upward march of education. This may seem a rash state-
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ment or a revelation to many who are smitten with splendor of the public school system 
so thorough in its organization, so complete in its buildings, eauipment and staff, so 
prodigal in its expenditure of funds and so successful in all respects save the pro
duction of pupils trained in morals and religion. But the fact is that improvements 
in curriculum, organization, classroom management and teacher training have almost invariab
ly found their birthplace in private or religious schools. From these they made their 
way into the public schools which were often slow to adopt them owing to the opposition 
of politicians and laymen. So Dr. Paul Monroe in his "Textbook in the History of Ed
ucation," page 729. writes, "It is to be remembered that the kindergarten and manual 
training have found their way into the public schools within a generation largely through 
the channel of privately supported organizations." It is therefore no surprise to find 
the earliest schools in Nebraska were of a private character. In fact, it was Miss 
Adelaide Goodwill who on July 1, 1355 opened up the first school for white children on 
Nebraska soil. Her school, which in the beginning enrolled some forty pupils, occupied 
a room in the old territorial State House that stood on Ninth Street between Farnam and 
Douglas in Omaha. Other private schools and probably a Catholic school were established 
before the first public school threw open its doors on November 1, 1859 under the tui
tion of Howard Kennedy who was engaged at $1,000 a year.

OLD ST. MARY'S SCHOOL:—  The establishment of the first Catholic school for white 
children in Nebraska seems to be veiled with uncertainty. It happened that the Catholics 
of Omaha under the inspiration of Reverend W. Emcmds » who came to the community for a 
short stay in the summer of 1355. decided to build a church. When Father Hinonda. left, 
the building project was abandoned. In January, I856 Reverend Father Scanlan of St.
Joseph, Missouri arrived in Omaha and he immediately revived the building plan. Evi
dently, he did not stay long on this visit for the church records which are now pre
served at St. Philomena's in Omaha show that Reverend John Cavanaugh, who came probably 
from TllinoiSjWae in charge when the actual building of the little structure, 20 feet 
by 40 feet in dimensions, was started. Moreover, the records reveal that Father Cavan
augh performed a marriage ceremony in Omaha, January 26, I856 and the following October 
purchased furniture for a priest's residence. Then, too. Reverend J. F. Tracy of St.
John's (now Jackson), Nebraska visited Omaha at certain times during this period, for 
he officiated at marriages on August 5 and August 9. I856 in Omaha. Father Scanlan 
returned to Omaha and was in charge in the fall of I856 when the church was dedicated 
under the title of St. Mary's.

The need of Catholic education was soon felt and supplied. Mrs. Louise Leary, 
a sister of Frank and Harry Burkley of Omaha, is authority for the statement that the 
first attempt to instruct the Catholic children was made by Miss Kate Creighton, who 
in the year 1857 or 1858 gathered together seven or eight pupils in the home of her 
brother, Mr. James Creighton, at lhth and Davenport Streets. This educational venture 
was abandoned after a term or so when Miss Creighton married and moved to California.
It was not long till an organized Catholic school was attempted. Mrs. Leary recalls 
that in 1858 a school was opened in the sacristy of St. Mary's Church under the charge 
of Miss Johanna O'Brien. If this be true, Reverend Father Augustine, a Benedictine 
priest, who was installed in the summer of 1857 as the first resident pastor of St.
Mary's or his successor Reverend Francis B. Cannon, 0. S. B., who was installed in 
the fall of 1858 deserves the credit for establishing the first organized Catholic 
school in Nebraska. After two terms, Miss O'Brien returned to her parents at Sfe.
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John's (now Jackson) Nebraska and the operation of the school was suspended for a 
while.

It seems that in a short time (probably I860) a frame building was erected 
just south of St. Mary's Church in which a school was opened. Reverend William 
Kelly was then serving at the church under Bishop O'Gorman. No doubt the erection 
of this school is the foundation for the statement which appears in Reverend J. A.
Burns' "Growth and Developments of the Catholic School System in the United States" 
page 153* which reads*"The First Catholic Church in Omaha was built in 1856 and 
about two years later a large frame schoolhouse was erected for a boy's school." 
likewise it furnishes some basis for the account in Wakeley's "History of Omaha 
and Douglas County" Vol.I, p. 294, which reads; "The first school in Omaha connected 
with the Catholic Church was established in the early sixties by Miss Johanna O'Brien 
in a small frame building south of the Church on Fighth Street." There are evident 
discrepancies both in dates and facts between these two authorities. But Mrs. Leary 
gives an acceptable account of the beginning of this new school. She recalls that 
her sister, Miss Cecilia Burkley, was the first teacher engaged to take charge of 
the school in the new frame building. This was in I860. Some 60 or fO pupils were 
enrolled. Miss Burkley continued in her position as teacher until 1864 when the 
Sisters of Mercy arrived.

ARRIVAL OF THE SISTERS OF MERCY:—  In 1859 the Right Reverend James O'Gorman 
was appointed Vicar Apostolic of Nebraska, Wyoming, Dakota and Eastern Montana— all 
territory west of the Missouri river and east of the Rocky Mountains. Upon his ar
rival he hesitated to select Omaha as his See owing to the desolation he found in the 
town as an aftermath of the panic of 1857* However, in I860 the old time prosperity 
returned and the Bishop decided to establish his headquarters in Omaha. Bishop 
O'Goman knew the importance of Catholic education so he began to devise ways and means 
to bring a teaching order of sisters to his Vicariate. With this end in view he pur
chased a strip of ground at Twenty-fourth Street and St. Mary's Avenue as a site for 
a convent. The three acres of the ground marked off for the convent property cost $50 
at this time and sold for $52,000 in 1887. A. three story brick building was erected 
on this site which was soon to take a name of St. Mary's Convent. After prolonged 
correspondence with the Mother Superior of the Sisters of Mercy in Manchester, New 
Hampshire, the Bishop finally obtained seven sisters for a new foundation in Omaha. 
October 21, 1864 is an important date in the history of Catholic education in this city,- 
for on that evening the boat, Montana, from St. Joseph, Missouri put into port at Omaha 
carrying on board the seven Sisters of Mercy who had traveled for months on the long 
journey of fifteen hundred miles from New Hampshire to Nebraska. The Bishop received 
the Sisters with joy and kindness and aaw to it that they were conducted to their convent. 
They found that the new building with its narrow sleeping compartments resembled a 
Trappi6t monastery rather than a home for Sisters. There was little furniture. The first 
night they had to sleep on the floor and the next morning eat their scanty food off of 
the stove and the piano.
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OLD ST. MARY'S ACADEMY: —  But the Sisters strong in faith and indomitable in 
spirit were not easily discouraged. They immediately set to work. With the aid of 
the generous Catholic people of the town they soon furnished the convent. They de
cided to open up a private school in their own building. Here they started a small 
academy and also gave music lessons. In this way they eked out a bare subsistence.
The history of this little academy which was the first to be opened in Nebraska will 
be treated in detail in the section on "Religious Orders and Academies."

OLD HOLY ANGEL'S SCHOOL:—  When the Sisters of Mercy came to Omaha Oct. 21, 1864, 
old St. Mary's school, where Miss Cecilia Burkley had taught, was closed. In prepara
tion for the opening of school, the church building was repaired and enlarged and the 
little frame school building just south of the Church was improved and renovated. It 
was not many months until classwork was resumed. As it was the practice of the time 
to separate the boys from the girls the parochial school for the girls was reopened in 
the Church building under the charge of the Mother Mary Joseph and Sister Mary Francis, 
while classes for the boys were started in the adjacent frame building under the tui
tion of a man by the name of Mr. William Webster. The magic influence of the Sisters 
who called the people from door to door in the parish and induced parents to send their 
children to the Catholic school, brought about an increase in attendance and an improve
ment in conditions. The school began to show signs of permanency and growth. It be
came known as Holy Angels School. Mr. Webster did not stay long in his postion as 
teacher of the boys as he found it almost impossible to collect tuition from his pupils. 
During this early period, school terms were no less short than uncertain. In 1867 .
Father Egan engaged the Honorable John Rush to teach the boys a term of school. Thus 
he became the successor of William Webster and the second teacher in the boys' school.
The next year Mr. Rush entered the public school service and in 1872 he was elected 
County Superintendent of Schools, a position which he held for four years. His suc
cessor at the Catholic boys' school was John McGoldrick who later became a priest and 
served in this spot of the Lord's vineyard until his early death. The position of 
teacher in the boys' school was filled in turn by i.fr. Courtney, Mr. Watson and Mr.
Quinn.

Needless to say in this early frontier school the barbarous advice of Solomon on 
sparing the rod and spoiling the child was not entirely rejected. Nothing less than the 
rod and the shingle could keep order in a class of boys that grew up during those pioneer 
days in a settlement which stood at the gateway to the West and the very base of the 
Oregon Trail. In 1877 the little frame building that had resounded so often with the 
stroke of the lash and the cry of the victim was removed to Eighteenth and Cuming Streets 
where it served as a temporary chapel in the Holy Family parish until the present church 
was partially built.

During these early years Bishop O'Gorman with the aid of Father William Kelly whom 
had had ordained June 25. 1859 in the little St. Mary's Church— the first ordination on
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Nebraska soil— collected funds and erected a new cathedral on the southwest comer 
of Ninth and Harney Streets. 'The new structure was dedicated March 29, 1868 under the 
title of St. Philomena's Cathedral. The old St. Mary's Church building was then turned 
over in its entirety to Holy Angels school. After repairs and remodeling were finished, 
the doors of the school were finally thrown open to both boys and girls in the fall of 
1868. This school maintained a meager existence till Bishop O'Corman died in 187*1.
The two years that followed were frought with poverty and suffering. As the See was 
vacant during this time Reverend William Byrnes who was pastor of the Cathedral served 
as administrator for the Vicariate. He was forced to close the school temporarily 
through a lack of funds to buy fuel and make repairs.

The hard times were general. The whole Vicariate of Nebraska lay in gloom and 
poverty awaiting the arrival of the 6avior. The long wait was amply compensated when 
Dr. James O'Connor was appointed Vicar-Apostolic of Nebraska. He proved to be one cff 
the best organizers, the greatest builders and most illustrious churchmen in the West. 
When he came to take charge of the Vicariate in 1876 he found in Omaha but two parishes 
and two parochial schools, one of which, Old Holy Angels, was closed for want of funds 
and the other, St. Mary l^agdalene's was struggling to keep its doors open to the thirty 
or forty pupils.

But education as well as religion soon felt the touch of the bishop's magic hand.
On September 10, 1877. the Holy Angel's school was again opened under the charge of 
three Sisters of Mercy. The school flourished and in a year or so, the enrollment 
soared up to the two hundred mark. To relieve the congestion, classrooms were opened 
in old St. Maiy's Convent at Twenty-Fourth Street and St. Mary's Avenue to accommodate 
the pupils living in that vicinity. The Cathedral pastor, Reverend J. Jeanette, rented 
the Lindel Hotel at Ninth and Harney Streets for school purposes. The boys of Old 
Holy Angel's school were transferred to this building and Placed under the care of two 
Sisters of Mercy. The problem of acconnodating the growing attendance was solved for 
good in 1878, when the President of Creighton College at the reouest of the bishop 
opened up a preparatory school for boys beginning with what we would now class as the 
fourth grade work.

Under the existing conditions excellent work was carried on in Old Holy Angel's 
school for several years. But Bishop O'Connor cherished the plan of erecting a larger 
and more up-to-date school building along side of old St. Philomena's Cathedral. Tt 
happened in 1882 that the Burlington Railroad proposed to buy Old Holy Angle's school 
property for a freight.house and yards. The railroad company made a tempting offer which 
the bishop accepted before he had erected the proposed new school building by the Ca
thedral. Perhaps he didn't think the railroad company would take immediate possession.
Jit any rate this step on the part of the railway officials was precipitated by a riot 
of workmen who assembled around the school grounds to protest against and to resist the 
importation of cheap Chinese labor, whom the company thought to employ in building their 
line flfest. The mob of workmen .armed with clubs, stones, guns, and pistols, were prepared 
to prevent the Chinese laborers from getting off the cars. The soldiers from Port Omaha
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had to be called to quell the disturbance. They took -possession of the school building
and pronerty and remained for a fev weeks. The school was never reopened. As we noted b
before, the little frame structure, which war imilt on the south side of old St. Mary's 
Church and served as the first Catholic schooi^iif&ebraska, was removed in 1877 and was 
used as a temporary chapel in the Holy Family parish. How the first Catholic church 
building, which was erected in 1856 and used successively as church, church-school and 
school, was completely demolished in 1882 to give place to the Burlington freight depot.

OLD ST. PHILOMENA'S SCHOOL:—  After the sudden closing of the Old Holy Angel's 
school,the pupils had to seek instruction elsewhere. Many of them went to the school 
at old St. Mary's Convent, where three classrooms were opened. Others, no doubt, 
gained entrance to the boy's academy at Creighton. The crying need for a school in the 
Cathedral parish constrained Bishop O'Connor quickly to conroletethe plans for a new 
building. The new structure, which was erected on the northwest corner of Ninth and 
Howard Streets along side the Cathedral rectory, turned out to be one of the finest 
schools in the city in point of arrangement and details of construction. It was opened 
in September, 1883, under the charge of six Sisters of Mercy. In attendance, the school
never came up to the bishop's expectations; and as the railroads and business houses
gradually forced their way into the Cathedral parish driving before them the most sub
stantial Catholic families, the bishop and his priests realized that St. Philomena's 
Cathedral together with the magnificent new school were doomed soon to be smothered. 
However, the end did not come until the summer of 1907. when the Right Reverend Richard 
Scannell, successor to Bishop O'Connor, sold the Cathedral and school property to the 
John Deere Company, for $100,000. All the premises were turned over to the purchaser 
on October 13, 1907, and St. Fhilomena's parish was again bereft of a school.

PRESENT ST. PHILOMENA'S SCHOOL;-- In 1908 the new St. Philomena's school was built 
on the northeast corner of fifteenth and Leavenworth Street at a cost of $25,000. It 
was opened in September of that year under the care of the Sisters of Mercy. Owing to 
the limited means of the Catholic people in this vicinity the parish has always main
tained this institution as a free Catholic school. A large number of the pupils are 
of Italian blood. Since the business enterprises have crowded the Catholic population 
out of this district, and since the present site is much better suited for a business 
house than a school, the pastor and people of the parish are casting about to sell
the present property which is now valued at $50,000 in order to build their school in 
a more suitable location. Such is the present status of Catholic education in the old
est parish of Omaha."1 X

As we have now traced the history of the schools in that territorial unit which 
served for more than fifty years as the mother parish in Omaha, it is but fitting next 
to turn out attention to St. Mary Magdalene's school which was the second to be founded 
in this community.
* Z
NOTE: St. Philomena's school was closed permanently in June 1936.
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ST. MARY MAGDALENE'S SCHOOL—  In the summer of 1868, the German Catholics of 
Omaha, under the leadership of Father Otto Groenbaum decided to establish a parish of 
their own. They purchased a site on the north side of Douglas Street between Sixteen
th and Seventeenth Streets, where they erected a large building who»sbasement was of 
brick and superstructure of wood. The main or upper floor served as a church, while 
the basement was used part for a parochial residence and part as a school. In the spring 
of 1869. the parish school was thrown open to pupils who came from Catholic, Protestant 
and Jewish families. The early German settlers in Omaha, whether Catholics or not, loy
ally supported this school. Father Oroenbaum himself taught the classes till the summer 
of 1870, when a lay teacher, Mr. Dickman, was engaged to take charge. The classes re
mained under the care of lay-teachers until 1873» when the Sisters of the Precious Blood 
from 0*Fallon, Missouri, the second teaching community to enter the city arrived to take 
charge of the school. In 1878 another room was fitted up in the basement of the build
ing to provide for the increase in attendance. But this addition did not fully relieve 
the crowded condition, so a few months later a two story frame building was erected on 
the rear of the church lots at a cost of $2,500. The enrollment mounted to two hundred 
and sixty in the year 1881. This period marks the climax in the growth of St. Mary Mag
dalene's parish. The church and school continued to be crowded until Father G. J. Glau
ber, who succeeded Father Groenbaum established St. Joseph's parish in 1887 at Seventeen
th and Center Streets. A great cross lay in store for St. Mary Magdalene's parish. On 
the evening of February 3» I89U, a great fire, which destroyed the Boston Store at Six
teenth and Douglas^ Streets, also swept away the church with its basement school, pas
tor's auarters and Sisters' convent. It seems that the frame school building on the lots 
behind the church was saved. The pastor and his people did not lose heart. They set to 
work at once and within seven months, their plant was completely rebuilt. The achool was 
continued but the number of pupils dwindled. In .1992, when the new St. Mary Magdalene's 
Church was erected on the southeast comer of Seventeenth and Dodge Streets, the old old 
building and property were sold to Hayden Brothers. But the little frame school building 
which was erected in 1878, and saved from the fire of 189*+ was moved away and placed on 
the southeast, comer of Twentieth and Paul Streets where in a remodeled form, it is used 
to this day as a dwelling house.

ST. JOSEPH'S SCHOOL:—  As St. Joseph's parish is an offshoot of St. Mary Magdalene's
it seems meet to take up at this point the history of the school in this new parish. The
establishment of the new parish is to be attributed to the foresight of Reverend G. J. 
Glauber, who succeeded Father Groenbaum as pastor of St. Mary Magdalene's in 1881. Wit
nessing the growth and spread of the city, he resolved to organise another parish for the 
German speaking Catholics. In 1884, he purchased, with a sanction of Bishop O'Connor, a 
new site on Center Street between Sixteenth and Seventeenth Streets. Here he erected in 
1887» a combination frame building to be used as a church and a school and dedicated the 
whole institution to St. Joseph. The building and property cost some $20,000. The school 
was opened in September under the charge of the Sisters of the Precious Blood with an en
rollment of one hundred and ninety pupils, most of whom came from German and Polish fam
ilies. The parish was turned over to the Franciscan Fathers in November 1895- They built
a new monastery and church in I896, when the whole original frame building was converted 
into a school. A brick addition to the school was built in 1901. The school plant has 
rendered excellent service to the Catholic education of the Germans, Poles and other na
tionalities for the last forty years. It has an enrollment now of three hundred and twen 
ty pupils and a staff of eight teachers. The total valuation of the grounds and building 
exceeds $*+0,000. A new school building which will cost some $80,000 is now being contem
plated .

ST. WENCFSLAUS SCHOOL:-- St. Wenceslaus was the third parish to be organized in Oma- 
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the Vicariate. He established missions in all those placed, where he found a sufficient 
number of Bohemian Catholics to claim his attention and to support his work. He main
tained hie headquarters at a place called Plasi, near Prague, Nebraska. No doubt, he 
attended many people of his nationality in Omaha while he regarded this community as one 
of his missions. However, in 1877» he came to Omaha with the firm resolve to organize a 
parish for the Bohemian people. He purchased a combination saloon and dance hall which 
stood on the west side of Thirteenth Street near Williams Street. Perhaps, he made this 
purchase not only to secure quarters for his church, but also to put this workshop of in
iquity out of business. He converted the building into a combination church and school, 
and engaged the Sisters of Mercy to take charge. In September of 1879, the school was o- 
penedwith an enrollment of eighty pupils who belonged to Bohemian, Polish and Irish fam
ilies. Every morning two Sisters of Mercy might be seen plodding along from their con
vent at Twenty-fourth Street and St. Mary»s Avenue to Thirteenth and Williams Streets, a 
distance of two miles, to conduct their classes at St. Wenceslaus School.

In 1886, Heverend William Choka, who had become pastor the preceding year, decided 
to improve conditions. He purchased a strip of ground on the west side of Fourteenth St. , 
where he built the church, school, and rectory which stand to the present day. A notable 
addition was built to the school in 1911 by Father John Vranek, so that now it is a two 
story frame structure with four classrooms and a basement hall. Owing to the proximity 
of St. Joseph's, St. Philoraena's and St. Patrick's schools, the enrollment has never yet 
soared as high as might be expected. At present, there are one hundred and forty pupils 
in attendance under the care of four teachers. The school grounds and building are val
ued at $25,000.

HOLY FAMILY SCHOOL:—  The Fathers of the Society of Jesus took charge of the Holy 
Family parish in May, 1881. At that time, the church was but a stone basement with a top 
little higher than the level of the street. It stood on the present site, the southeast 
comer of Seventeenth and Izard Streets. Father E. A. Shaffei, the first Jesuit pastor, 
shortly after his appointment arranged with the Superior of the Mercy Sisters to obtain 
teachers for a school. In the following September, 1881, the Holy Family school was all 
ready to be opened in what had been a private house next to the church. To meet the im
perative need of new parish buildings, Father Shaffei ventured after two years of watch
ful waiting to erect on the basement a combination church and school which was dedicated 
in October, 1883. This structure stands and is used to the present day. The new school 
grew apace with the parish which became in time the most flourishing and prosperous par
ish in the city. In 1887. when it reached the heights of development, a branch school 
called St. Stanislaus, was built on the northeast corner of Twenty-seventh and Decatur 
Streets, which offered accomodations for the smaller children who lived in the northwest
ern section of the parish and who could hardly walk the long distance to the central 
school. In 1897 . the Jesuits surrendered the parish to the Bisop of Omaha and took con
trol of a new area called St. John's, which was carved out of the southwestern part of 
the Holy Family parish. The little branch school house was moved to a lot near Twenty- 
fifth and California Streets, where it was placed along side a residence which already 
stood on the same ground. These buildings furnished school accommodations for the pupils 
of St. John's parish for many years.

The Holy Family school has declined since the establishment of St. John's. Its en
rollment is now but one-third of what it was luring the golden age of the parish. Many 

( Italian families have moved into this district and their children now number about one- 
fourth of the pupils in the school. At the present time, the school continues its work 
in the interest of Catholic education with an enrollment of one hundred and ten pupils and 
a staff of four teachers.
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ST. PATRICK'S SCHOOL:—  The account of St. Patrick's school is "brief but free from 
doubt. The parish was founded in 1883 by Rather J. Jeanette, an early priest of the Di
ocese. He erected a little church at 1424 Castellar Street on the si^e that Mount St.
Mary's Seminary now occupies. School was opened up in this church building September 3. 
1883 with an enrollment of sixty-five pupils under two Sisters of Mercy. Later on the 
attendance grew to one hundred, and a third room was opened up in the sacristy. After 
some years, the Sisters of Mercy traded the parish the three lots on the northeast cor
ner of Fourteenth and Castellar for the two lots where the little church stood, as this 
place seemed a more suitable site for the new convent. When Father Jeanette moved his 
church to the new lots, he added two more rooms to the building which were used for the 
school purposes. His successor, Father John Smith, built the new St. Patrick's Church 
in 1910. The old building was then used exclusively for a school until 1926, when the 
present up-to-date fire proof building replaced it. The new St. Patrick's school which 
is valued at $50,000 has an enrollment of two hundred pupils under the charge of five 
teachers,

ST. PFTFR'S SCHOOL:—  In 1886 Reverend P. J. Boyle organized St. Peter's parish.
The following year, 1887. he constructed a combination church and school building on the 
northeast comer of Twenty-eighth and Leavenworth Streets which was dedicated by Bishop 
O'Connor. The school was placed under the charge of the Religious of the Sacred Heart. 
The first year the teachers stayed at the Sacred Heart Convent at Park Place. But upon 
the completion of St. Berchman's their new branch academy at Twenty-seventh Street and 
St. Mary's Avenue, the teachers of the parochial school took up their residence in this 
new building. In 1904, the Religious of the Sacred Heart sold St. Berchman's Academy 
to the Sisters of Mercy and at the samfc time relinquished their charge over St. Peter's 
school. The Sisters of Mercy then took over the parish school and have since conducted 
it. While St. Peter's school offers training to the children of a large healthy parish 
the enrollment has never been as large as might be expected for the reason that St.Berch- 
raan's Academy also maintains an elementary school. In late years, it has maintained its 
normal strength and efficiency. In the census 0̂  September, 1926, it shows an enrollment 
of one hundred and fifty pupils under the careof four teacher. The school building and 
grounds which occupy a valuable corner not far from the heart of the city are worth more 
then $150,000.

OLD ST. BRIDGET'S SCHOOL:—  The city of South Omaha was chartered in 1886, but it 
 ̂ ' remained part of St. Patrick's parish till 1888 when Reverend D. W. Moriarty was appoin

ted for a new area which included the entire new city. Father Jeanette, pastor of St. 
Patrick's, had erected a little frame chapel at Twenty-sixth and F. Streets, which was 
dedicated to St. Bridget. When Father Moriarty came, he used this building not only for 
teligious services, hut also opened up a school in it, which he Placed under the charge 
of the Sisters of Mercy. This was the first Catholic school to be started in South Oma
ha. However, it lasted but a year as its doors were closed when Father Moriarty opened 
the new St. Agnes Church and school at Twenty-third and Q. Streets in the fall of 1889. 
For the next five years St. Bridget's was attended simply as a mission. For twenty-four 
years the parish had no school. In 1913, Father T. O'Callaghan erected the new St. Brid
get's school, which was placed under the care of the Sisters of Charity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary from Dubuque, Iowa.

ST. AGOTSS' SCHOOL:—  We have already noted that St. Agnes's parish was carved out of 
St. Bridget's and that the new church and school forming a combination building was erec

'
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ted in 1889. Six Sisters of Providence from St. Maryt-» of-the—Woods in Indiana, the
fourth teaching order of women to enter the city came to take charge of the school. Un
der their splendid and efficient management, the school, which opened with a registra
tion of one hundred and fofty pupils in 1889, reached an enrollment of more than four 
hundred in 190?- A high school department was introduced in 1894 and abandoned in 1899 
for want of room and support after three classes had been graduated. The Sisters of 
Providence continued to conduct the school until 1907 . when they were recalled home to 
Indiana. The Sisters of Mercy took over the school in the fall of 1907, and have main
tained the high standard of efficiency. During the last twenty years St. Agnes school 
had declined in strength and numbers owing to the establishment of several new parishes 
and parish schools on the South Side. Among them we may enumerate St. Francis school,
St. Mary's, St. Bridget's, St. Rose's, St. Anthony's, Sts. Peter and Paul's and the Holy 
Ghost. Notwithstanding all these losses St. Agnes school still has an enrollment of two 
hundred pupils and staff of six teachers.

B. Religious Orders and Private Schools

The work of the religious orders is closely linked with the foundation and develop
ment of private schools and academies. It is advantageous, therefore, to give an account 
of the early institutions in Omaha in connection with a review of the orders of religious 
men and women wfro came to this city in the early days to work for religion and education.

OLD ST. MARY'S CONVERT AND ACADEMY:—  We have already noted the arrival of the sev
en Sisters of Mercy who opened up a private academy in their convent at Twenty-fourth 
Street and St. Mary's Avenue. Undoubtedly this academy, which was founded in 1864, was 
the first to be established in this section of the country. In the early days the lit
tle school maintained a precarious existence and served to save the Sisters from star
vation. While times were hard at different stages of its history the academy, it seemed 
^as never closed for any length of time. As St. Msry's was the motherhouse for the Mer
cy foundation, claepes of some kind were always conducted at least for the training of 
their own subjects. It was here that Honorable John Rush gave special courses from time 
to time to the Sisters and even supervised their instruction in the classroom.

The academy offered educational opportunities to the children in its vicinity. It 
served to relieve the congestion in the old Holy Angel's school, especially during the 
seventies when it was crowded to its doors. And when the parish school was suddenly sold 
and closed in 1882, old St. Mary's Academy took in a great many of the punils and trained 
them until St. Philomena's Cathedral school was built and furnished. Indeed the old a- 
cademy took in a great many and served well the interests of Catholic education until in 
1886 when the convent, academy and property were sold for $82,000.

For a time the Sisters of Mercy were without a home. The community moved into the 
Cosmopolitan hotel building on South 13th Street to await the completion of their newecon- 
vent at 1424 Castellar Street. The new building was finished and occupied in the fall of 
1888. However, it seems that their academy, Mt. St. Mary's Seminary, a boarding and day 
school for girls was not opened until 1897« This school has since grown in strength and 
efficiency. It was accredited in 1899 to Nebraska State University and in 1924 to the 
North Central Association of Secondary Schools. In recent years college courses and rec
ognized normal training were introduced, and in 1Q26, the College of St. Mary'e was char
tered to give four years of training and to issue baccaulaureate degrees.
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ST. CATHERINE'S ACADEMY:—  Bishop O'Connor is to Be credited with the establish
ment of the second early Catholic academy in Omaha. He beheld the pronounced spread 
of the city over the low and sloping ground to the North. He decided that the most ad
vantageous location for a day academy was not on the hill where old St. Mary's stood, 
but in the midst of this mass of people that had settled on the north side. Hence, he 
purchased four lots on the northwest corner of 18th and CaES Streets, let the contracts 
for a new building large enough for one hundred pupils, and personally supervised its 
construction.

The bishop quickly saw that it would be a hard problem to staff the academy with 
Sisters. So, he sent an apoeal to Philadelphia, where he had old acquaintances and loy
al friends. The Mercy Sisters of that city agreed to loan him a capable directress of 
the new academy in the person of Sister Marie Madeleine Mattie. When the new building 
was completed, it was presented to the Sisters of Mercy. The school was opened Septem
ber 10, 1877t under the name of St. Catherine's Academy with Sister Marie in charge.The 
first enrollment of thirty-five soon increased to one hundred, which was really the capa
city of the building. Tor twenty-seven years this academy served tge interests of Cath
olic education of girls. In 1897* the high school department was transferred to Mr. St. 
Mary's Seminary. In 190^, owing to the movement of the population to the west side of 
the city, the Mercy Sisters bought St. Berchman's Academy from the Beligious of the Sa
cred Heart and transferred their pupils from St. Catherine's to this newly purchased 
institution. The old building at St. Catherine's was converted into a residence for 
working girls and is known to this day as St. Pita's Home for young ladies.

ST. BERCHMAN'S ACADEMY:—  The Sisters of Mercy found at St. Berchman's a building 
that was delightfully situated and well-adapted to their purooses. They continued the 
academy and received boys into the elementary grades. Both elementary and secondary de
partments were maintained for more than twenty years. In 1926, the high school, whose 
scholastic standing merited accreditments to Nebraska University in 1882, and whose en
rollment averaged some fifty girls from year to year was abandoned in order to strength
en the faculty and increase the attendance in the other two high schools which the Mercy 
Sisters conducted in the city of Omaha. At the present time, there are in the eight 
grades of the academy some one hundred boys and girls under the charge of six teachers. 
Since 190U the property at St. Berchman's has been considerably improved. Tn 1923. a 
frame annex containing three classrooms and a gymnasium was built. The present build
ings and property are valued at more than $150,000. It is quite likely that all this 
property will be sold in case the Mercy Sisters carry out their plans to build a large 
motherhouse, academy and college in Eairacres district on the west side of Omaha.

CONVENT AND ACADEMY OF THE SACRED HEART:—  So far we have made but a few references 
to the Madames of the Sacred Heart, who were the second teaching order of religious wo
men to establish a foundation in Omaha. The marvelous growth of the city in the late 
seventies and the spread of the population to the west side made it imperative for Bish
op O'Connor to provide for the academic training of the girls in this select, district.
The Mercy Order had already taken over more schools than their limited means and forces 
enabled them to handle effectively. So the Bishop looked again to the East for re-en
forcements. He corresponded with Mother Neri, the Provincial of the Religious of the Sa
cred Heart in the United States, and induced her to make a trip to Omaha to look over the 
city. Mother Neri and her comoanions were so impressed with the present conditions and 
future, prospects of the city that they agreed to locate in Omaha. The “bishop insisted 
on the immediate establishment of a colony of the Religious who could give advice and 
suggestions for their new building which he nlanned to erect in Park Place— a wooded hill
side in the vicinity of what is now thirty-sixth and Burt Streets, where with remarkable



foresight he had purchased ten acres of ground. The bishop's plan was accepted, so on 
August 28, 1881, Mother Margaret Dunn and a group of the Religious of the Sacred Heart 
arrived in Omaha from Hew York. They took up their residence for the time being in the 
McShane home which stood on the southeast corner of Ninth and Howard Streets. Here they 
soon started classes in academic and preparatory work exclusively for boarders. In Nov- 
ember, 188?, the first section of the new building in Park Place was ready for occupancy 
so the community moved to their new ouarters where they opened the "Academy of the Sacked 
Heart" which was incorporated and chartered by the State to grant academic degrees. The 
articles of incorporation (section 3) show that courses were offered, "in ancient classi
cal literature, ancient and modern languages, metaphysics, mental and moral philosophy, 
history, mathematics, physics, music, drawing, painting and fine arts generally." This 
rich course of training was offered exclusively to girls and young ladies who boarded at 
the institution. The pupils for the most part came from the well-to-do families in Omaha. 
The work of the academy was quite successful for in 1888 a south wing was added to the 
building and a branch academy called St. Berchman's was built and opened at twenty-seventh 
Street and St. Mary's Avenue. This branch school for day scholars enrolled thirty-two pu
pils the opening day. For about two years some few hoys were admitted to the lower grades 
then it became strictly a girl's academy, in which the eight grades and four years of high 
school training were offered. >( In 1904, the Madames of the Sacred Heart sold this branch 
academy to the Sisters of Mercy because firet of all, they didn't care to maintain two sep
arate academies of the same scope and aim so close together, and secondly because day schol
ars were clamoring for admittance to their academy in Park Place. The Sisters of Mercy 
transferred their pupils from St. Catherine's to this newly purchased building,

Henceforth, the Madames of the Sacred Heart Concentrated their efforts on the develop
ment of their school at thirty-sixth and Burt Streets. In 1909» they added the middle of 
chapel wing and ten years later (1919) erected the north section of the building. Their 
institution gained a reputation for scholarship, and in 1910, the secondary department was 
accredited to Nebraska University. This same department was admitted to the Forth Central 
Ass'n of High Schools in 1924. The official title of the whole institution was changed in 
1920 to "Duchesne College and Convent of the Sacred Heart," and five years later (1925) 
this corporation entered into an agreement with the Creighton University whereby Duchesne 
is to be regarded as the Women's College of the University.

The Religious of the Sacred Heart have always been noted for their high scholarship 
and efficiency in instruction. Since 1881, they have labored for the Catholic education 
of the hundreds of girls that have freauented their classes. Their institution now offers 
training from the kindergarten to College graduation. At thepresent time there are in 
these departments about two hundred and fifty girls under the tuition of twenty teachers. 
The building and property are conservatively valued at $800,000.

THF CR^IIHTON UHT^FRSITY:—  This section on the Creighton University introduces us to 
the greatest educational power in this community. The foundation and work of this great 
institution have been so widely heralded, and so frecruently reviewed that it would be both 
presumptuous and useless for us again to present its history. But for the sake of eom- 
pletenese a brief account will here be given.

The idea of establishing in Omaha a free insti tution of higher learning was conceived 
by Bdward Creighton, an early settler in this community who amassed wealth by constructing 
the Pacific telegraph line and by operating wagon trains from Omaha to Denver and Salt 
Lake City. However, he died intestate on November 5* 1874, before he had carried out his.
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his intention. His good wife, Mary Lucretia Creighton, determined to realise her hus
band's noble aim. So in her last will and testament, which was published shortly after 
her death in 1876, she left a bemiest of $100,000to be used in the erection and endow
ment of a school of the grade and class of college which ut>on its completion was to be 
turned over to the Homan Catholic bishop of Omaha. The terms of the will were carried 
out to the letter. The executors of the estate purchased the present site at Twenty- 
fifth and California Streets and erected the middle section of what is now the adminis
tration building. On July 5, 1878, they conveyed the property and securities to Hight 
Heverend James O'Connor D.D. , ruler of the Catholic Church in Omaha.

Bishop O'Connor again displayed his wisdom and foresight. Seeing that he couldn't 
furnish teachers for the institution, which was soon to be turned over to him, he got in 
touch with the Jesuit Fathers of the Missouri Province and induced them to provide a fa
culty for the new school. In December, 1877, Father H.A. Shaffel, a Jesuit, arrived to 
prepare for the opening of the college the following year. The actual transfer of thepro- 
perty to the bishop's name was made in July; the staff of professors arrived in August, 
and on September 2, 1878, Creighton College was opened with an enrollment of one hundred 
and twenty boys. As pupils who could read the Second Header were admitted, this estab
lishment relieved the congestion in Old Holy Angel's school at Eighth and Howard Streets, 
and offered a splendid academic training to all Catholic boys of the city.

The bishop soon concluded that he could not donduct the college and administer his 
vicariate at the same time. So, in order to insure the continuance of the college at the 
same time to clinch the services of the Jesuits, he obtained permission from the Bistrict 
Court to transfer all properties, buildings and securities of Creighton College to a new 
organization called The Creighton University, which was incorporated under the laws of the 
State and controlled by a board of five trustees selected from the Society of Jesus. The 
Creighton College was transferred December 4, 1878, and was to be. one of several depart
ments conducted by the new university.

The beginnings of the infant university were very humble. At first there was but an 
academic department and this was small and poorly graded. Classes were organized in what 
was called Hudiments , First and Second Grammar and Humanities. The standards were so low 
that pupils who could read in the Second Header were admitted. The Reminescencee of the 
Creighton University tell us that the English branches of Third Humanities were on a par 
with those of a Sixth Header class today» The first staff was composed of Father R.A. Shaf- 
fel, president and prefect of studies; Father H. Peters, prefect of discipline; three Jesu- 
it*scholastice, M. Eicher, A.J. Beile and W.F. Higge and two lay teachers, E.A. O'Brien and 
Mrs. B.M. Hall. Of the original faculty Father W.F. Higge survived the longest. His recent 
death, March 31, 1927, at Omaha, closed a life of fifty-two years in the Jesuit Order of 
which thirty-four years were spent at the Creighton University. He saw the institutiongrow 
from a small academy of seven teachers and one hundred and twenty pupils in 1878 to a ve^y 
large university of two hundred and twenty-nine professors and two thousand seven hundred 
students in 1927. This remarkable growth was made possible by the generous benefactions 
of Count John A. Creighton, brother of Edward Creighton together with the loyal support 
and patronage of the Catholic people who settled in this thriving community.

As the years rolled by, the academic department gradually raised its standards and 
enriched its courses. In 1884 a scientific department offering laboratory courses in a 
Chemistry and Physics was opened. In the summer of the following year, Reverend ■ ichael 
P. Dowling, a great Jesuit educator and a prominent churchman, arrived to begin his firfct 
four years term as president of Creighton. During his eventful and efficient administra-
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tion the foundation for Creighton's future growth and greatness was laid. In 1885 the 
astronomical observatory with its large telescone and precious instruments was added 
to the university. Two years later the observatory transit room was comoleted and at 
the same time the College of Liberal Arts was founded. In 1888 St. John's Collegiate 
Church was finished and dedicated, and in February of the following year (1889) the 
South Wing to the main building was completed. This marks the close of Father Dow
ling' 8 first term as he gave place to Reverend Thomas S. Fitzgerald in March 1889.

The next big addition to the University came in 1892, under Father J.F. Eoeffer-1 s 
administration when the Medical Department was opened. This medical department occupied 
these temporary quarters for five years. Then the liberality of Count John A. Creigh
ton enabled the University to erect the new Medical College at Fourteenth and Davennort 
Streets at a cost of $80,000 for building, furniture and equinment. Father John Pahls 
who was at the time president of the University opened the new college to the students 
in October 1898. It was arranged to carry on the clinical work at the Creighton Memo
rial Hosoital where shortly after the completion of the college an operating building 
was erected with a large amphitheatre for the use of the professors and students at a 
cost of $10,000.

In 1898, Father Dowling returned to Creighton to serve another term as president.
It was time for a savior to ao-near for the University was a great financial distress.
The memorandum, which Father Dowling prepared in December 1899 showed that $74,850 of 
the investment fund yielded no revenue on account of -poor or worthless investments and 
business depression, while the rest of the fund which amounted to $72,000 did not bring 
in enough interest money to support the college. This memorandum was a revelation to 
Count Creighton, who knew nothing of the serious straits to which the college had been 
reduced. He came quickly to the rescue and by a generous benefaction relieved the in
stitution of financial embarassment. The great improvement in conditions is evincedby 
the fact that in 1901, the North Wing was added to the main building, a large powernlant 
was. installed and a ball field was provided.

The progress of the Creighton University since 1900 belongs to recent history and 
is quite well-known. The College of Pharmacy was opened in a new building along side 
the School of Medicine in 1904. The same year the School of Law was organized and in 
1905, the College of Dentistry was established. These two departments occupied a new 
building at 218 South 18th St. called the F,dward Creighton Institute. In 1922 this pro
perty was sold and the departments of Law and Dentistry were moved to the splendid new 
buildings at Twenty-sixth and California Streets, which they now occupy. In 1923, the 
College of Commerce and Finance was opened in a building at Twenty-fifth and Cass Sts., 
and two years later (1925) and agreement was made with Duchesne College whereby it be
came the Women's College of the University. Other notable additions to the University 
during this pefriod were the auditorium which seats eight hundred people, St. John's 
Hall, a dormitory for boys, and a magnificent gymnasium which was built in 1914 at a 
cost of $125,000. 6

All departments of the University maintain the highest standards and give regog- 
nized credit. The High School and the College of Arts and Sciences are accredited to 
the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. The professional de
partments all enjoy a class A rating— the highest classification accorded by the recog
nized standardizing agencies in the country. The growth of Creighton from a mere ele
mentary academy of one hundred and twenty pupils and some six or seven teachers to a 
magnificent university with eight colleges and schools, two hundred and twenty-nine
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professors, two thousand seven hundred students, a property valuation of $2,6UO,375 
and an endowment lend of $2,297*^88 in less than fifty years is a metamorphosis that 
reminds one of the parable of the Mustard Seed.

We have now given an account of all -parochial and private schools that were 
founded in this community before 1890. All institutions opened after this date are 
of recent origin and have a record that is still frdsh in our memories. It will not 
serve our purpose, therefore, to give a detailed account of these later schools. How
ever, in order to sum up the important facts about the early institutions and at the 
same time to present the salient items of information on the establishment and growth 
of the later schools, the following tables and charts are submitted.
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SUMMARY OP COMMUNITIES TEACHING- IN CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS OP

OMAHA IN 1926

Arrangement based on time of arrival in city

COMMUNITY & MOTHER HOUSE
•

DATE OF : NO. OF
APPTVAT. 5 cminors

TEACHERS TOTAL
_* ■DÎTOTTe

NOW SISTERS; LAY

Sisters of Mercy, Omaha, Nebr. 1864 13 48
••

13 1784

Precious Blood Srs. O'Fallon, Mo. 1873 1 8 319

Religious of Sacred Heart, 
Lake Forest, 111.

1881 1 5 59

Srs. of St. Francis, Lafayette,
Ind.

1897 3 17 3 1137

Srs. of St. Dominic, Sinsinawa,
Fis.

1904 3 ?3 l 966

Srs. of St. Dominic, St. Catherine
Ky.

1912 1 8 354

Srs. of Charity of B.V.M.
Dubuque, Io^a

1913 1 7 250

Srs. of Good Shepherd,
S t. Paul, Minn.

1915* l 1 3 56

Ursuline Sisters, Louisville, Ky. 1918 2 5 1164

Srs. of Nore Dame, Omaha, Nebr. 1919 2 8 l 315

Servants of Mary, Omaha, Nebr. 1919 1 3 92

Ursuline Sisters, York, Nebr. 1920 3 12 1 537

Sisters of Loretto, Louisville ,
Ky.

1922 1 4 129

Total Number 36 162 22 6470

* Opened School 18



C. Tabular Summary of Data

PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS FOUNDED IN OMAHA—  
Arrangement based on time of establishment

NAME 0? SCHOOL FOUNDER TEACHERS IN 
CHAROE

•
••
•

« g  t p |

&  1  : ^

.: j

------------------ !------!-----------!-------- :—
> • • ■ ;• . . . •

• H ,  ■ .
R  C  E • B» Pi « •
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Ok • <  J-l
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v . • R  0  K. &  e ,  o r o  
P &; p  A k  v > . s*? R  ¡a
P ‘ 0  1 • .
p. w. • • •

. R . .• . . .

Fr. Augustine^-o f • » ! T

Old St. Mary's Fr. Cannon or Lay & Mercy Srs. 18587:1868 tf• :  :

Bishop O'Oor- •• •• • • •

man •• ••
•

• •• •
• •

Old Holy Angels' Bishop O'Oor- Mercy Sisters
•

1368 :1882: : :  :

man & Fr. Wm. ( Omaha) •• •• : :

Kelly • ••
•

: : 
• :

St. Mary Magda- Fr. Otto Croen Pastor Sc Lay 1S&9)
•

1869::1902 : : :

lene's baum -73 then Precious % : :

Blood Sisters •*
Y

: : 
• »

St. Wenceslaus' Fr. Wenceslaus Mercy Sisters 1879 : $20,000: k 1-8 : 138: 4
Kocarnik, O.S.B ( Omaha) •• : :

Holy Family Fr. R.A. Shaf- Mercy Sisters 1881 ! 20 ,000: k 1-8 i 93: k

fel , S.J. ( Omahai •• • • 

• •

St. Patrick's Fr. J. Jeanettib Mercy Sisters
•

1883 : 50,000: k 1-8 : 184: 5
( Omaha) ••

•
: : 
• •

Old St. Philo- Bishop O'Connor Mercy Sisters 1883 :1907 • •• •

mena's (Omaha) • • • • •
• •

St. Joseph's Fr. O.J.Olau- Precious Blood 1887 S Ho,000* 8:1-8 :319: 8
ber Sisters(0’Fallon, •• : : : :

Missouri) •• : : 
• •

•
1 Ç£fiî7 . i  o c  n r w  U 1 _C  Î 1 hQ! hSt» Peter s F r .  P . J .  Boyle M aaam es T i l l l o o f  : fUVA/* *T

190U then Mercy • : :

Sisters • :
• •

Old St. Bridget's Fr. D.W. Mor- Mercy Sisters 1888 : 188f) : :

iarty (Omaha) ••
••
•=- --- - -------L_______ __ , ■ — __1------

•• ••
•• • 

• • •
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NAMF OF SCHOOL JTO TINDER TFACHFRS IN 
CHAP.CF

. . . ... - -  -  - -..
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Immaculate Concep- Ft . Theobald Franciscan Srs. 1*97* : 75.000: 8 1-8 440 8
tion Kalamaja, O.F.M. (Lafayette, Ind} M

ST. Agnes' Fr. D.W. Mor- Providence Sisters 1889 : 50,000: 6 1-8 202 6
iarty till 1907 then

Mercy Sisters A : :

St. John's Fr. John Phals & Mercy Sisters 1897 :125.000: 16 1-112503 14
Fr. M. Bronsgeest (Omaha)

Assumption Fr. J. Chundelak Benedictine (Lisle) 1902 : 40,000: 6 1-8 245 6
till 1919 the

Notre Dame 1921 •  • 1

Sacred Heart Fr. P. J. Judge Dominican Srs. 1901+ : :100,000: 14 1-12‘403 13
(Sinsinawa)

St. Francis' Fr. Cyril Mitera Franciscan Srs. 1905 : 50,000: 8 1-8 468 9
O.F.M. (Lafayette, Ind.)

St. Cecilia's Fr. D. Harrington Dominican Srs. 1907 :150,000:14 1-12 481 12
(Sinsinawa, Wis.)

St. Philomena's Fr. Jas. Stenson Mercy Sisters 1908 : 50,000: 4 1-8 109 4
(Omaha)

Holy Angels' Fr. P.A. Flana- Dominican Srs. 1912 :100,000: 6 1-9 216 7
gan (Sinsinawa, ^is.)

St. Mary's Fr. C. Mugan Dominican Srs. 191 2: :110,000: 6 1-9 216 7
(St. Catherine, Fjj ••

St. Bernard's Fr. 5.D. Mori- Mercy Sisters 1912 : 20,000: 4 1-8 160 4
arty (Omaha) :

• • •

St. Bridget'8 Fr. T. O'Callag- Charity of B.V.N. 1913 : 50,000: 7 1-8 250 7
han (Dubuoue, Iowa) t

St. Michael's Fr. W.H. Noshirch: Ursuline Nuns :1918: : 3,000: 2:1-8 : 7* 2:
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NAMH OF SCHOOL FOUNDER TEACHEFS IN 
CHARON

P*

Holy Name Redemptorists, 
Fr. L, McKeown

Serv^nts^of Mary 1919 >.
$o0 ,000 6 1-8 2291 6’:

St. Philip Neri Fr. T. O'Lrißcoll Franciscan Srs. 
(Clinton, Ia.)

1919 1+0,000 1+ 1-8 92 T

Blessed Sacrament Fr. J. Hettwer Ursuline Nuns 
(Louisville, Ky.)

1920 30,000 5 1-12 139 5:

St. StaniBlaus' Fr. J. Wie^orek Franciscan Srs. 
(Lafayette, Ind).

1920 1+0,000 1+ 1-8 213 l+i

St. Rose Fr. W. Burger Ursuline Nuns 
(York, Nebraska)

1920 1+0,000 1+ 1-8 120 T

St. Margaret Mary Fr. L. Patrick Mercy Sisters 
( Omaha)

1921 1+0,000 3 1-8 83 3*

Our Lady of Lourdei3 Fr. S. L. Dowd Loretto Sisters 
(Loretto, Ky.)

1922 15,000 1+ 1-8 129 T

St. Benedict's Fr. F. Caseilly, 
S.J.

Mercy Sisters 
( Omaha)

1923 10,000 3 l-s. 80T

Holy Ghost Fr. 0. Milkulski Ursuline Nuns 
(York, Nebraska)

1923 50,000 5 1-10 183 5!

St. Anthony's Fr. G. Salinus, A 
A.R.

Servants of Mary 
: ( Omaha)

1925 1+0,000 1+ 1-8 197 l+i

St. Peter and Paul 's Fr. J. Juricek Ursuline Nuns 1926 55,000 1+ 1-8 207 i+:
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INSTITUTIONAL SCHOOLS
HI-------------- 1----------1---- ;-----------1--------1----------!--------1--------1

NAME OH SCHOOL FOUNDER TEACHERSTMCHARGE ? !

s i

p
e-<

. - gUi P  p,P 0 0 P Kp a.

ta . .
0 . CO • <00 • W  * P P • P . Maj á P cr. . cc . E5
a ; e : *

: s

COp
10
g

St. James' Sisters of Mercy Srs. 1890
• : :

4 :1—8 ;73 4
Orphanage Mercy (Omaha) : :

St. Joseoh's Good Sheoherd Good Shep- 1915 4 ¡2-9 ¡56 4
Good Shepherd Sisters herd Srs. 1 : :

(St. Paul, • 8• •
Minn.)

.
• • • •

Fr. Flanagan's ITr • IS • «J • Mercy Sister«s 1918 4 ¡ 1-gjlOO 4
Boys' School Flanagan (Omaha) • •' * t

: :
J :
• •• •
• •• •t • • •
• • • •

PRIVATE ACADEMIES

,01d St. Mary's Srs. Of Mercy Mercy Sisters
•  •  •  

1864 :iss6
••
••

«•
•
•

Acdy . (Omaha) •
•
•  •

•
•

•

Creighton Acdy. Bishon O'Con- Jesuits 1878 ¡ 11 8-12; 297 16:
nor & The •

•
•
•

•
»

Jesuits. •
•

••
9  •

•
•

•

St. Catherine's Bishon O'Con- Mercy Srs. 1877 ¡1904 •
•

•
*

Acdy. nor & Mercy Srs (Omaha) •
•

•
•

•
•

St. Berchman's
>

Religious of Madames till
•

1888 : $150,00«nr 1-8 : 97 6 :
Acdy. Sacred Heart 1904 then • •

•
•
at

Mercy Sisters •
•

• •
•

Mt. St. Mary's Mercy Sisters Mercy Sisters 1897 : 8 8-tfj 90
•

8 :
Acdy. (Omaha) •  •  

•  •
• :

Our Lady of Sor - Servants of Servants of 1925 : 90,00c 3 3-9 : 30
•

3 :
rows Mary (Omaha)

%
Mary (Omaha) •

•
• • •

•

Notre Dame Acdy Srs. of Notre Srs. of Notre 1926 : 180 ,000 5 8-12: 30 3 :
Dame Dame (Omaha) •

••• •
•

•
•

• — ---- »---
•

--- 1
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COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITY ET OVAHA UNDER CATHOLIC CONTROL

NAME

••
••
••
{ POUNDERS
••
•■

••

•
•

: TEACHERS IN 
{ CHARGE
••

• • •♦ • »
: : PRESENT : 
:VALUE OP: 

TEAR {BUILDINGS: 
OPINED ;& GROUNDS :

• •• •

1926 
No. of 
8 tir* 

dents

••
••

No. of { 

Teachers •
••••

College of St.

•
••
sSrs. of Mercy

•
••
: Mercy Sisters 1923 $100,000 : ^3

••

10 :
Mary { (Omaha) •• ••

Duchesne
•
{Religious of s Madames of S. 1881 800,000 : 108 11 :{Sacred Heart { F. & Lay. ••
I

Creighton University: Jesuits
:
: Jesuits & Lay 1878 l ,61+0,000 : 2,700 229 ;

•»
: Teachers ••

Arts & Sciences
••
. N •

•
• II• 1878

*
••

Medicine
•
• w » : " 1892

•
••
•

Pharmacy
•
• II•

•
. ii • 1904 «•

Law : "
•
• H• 190Ì+

•

:

Dentistry i • n I905
( .

•t••

Summer Sessions
•, « • • 11 • 1913

V
: :

•
••

Commerce, Finance • •• •
and Journalism. s •• ••

Graduate School
t
• «1 •••
•*
*•
••

•
. h •••
••••
•»

1926
••••
••
••
*•
••

• •* •
• « • •
• •• •
• •• •

• •

• • • ••

••
••
••
••
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SUMMARY OS’ DATA ON CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN OMAHA IN 1926

KIND Of SCHOOLS
'

TOTAL VALUE 
Of PROPERTY

•
NO. Of ?N0. Of
SCHOOLS :CLASSROOMS 

•

NO. Of 
PUPILS

NO. Of : 
TEACHERS

Parochial Schools $1 ,613,000
.

30 177 6514 174 :

Institutional Schools i40,000 
(estim.)

3 12 229 12 :

Private Academies 420,000 s 42 667 45 :

Colleges & University 3,540,000 3 2851 250 i

$5 ,613,000 44 231 10,261 481 :
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II THE PRISENT

The summary of data on the Catholic schools in Omaha in 1326 introduces us to the 
educational conditions at the present time. For purposes of emphasis and clearness an 
elaboration of this table of data is necessary.

The column on total value of property includes all the grounds, buildings and eouin- 
ment used strictly for educational purposes. The valuation is based upon the estimates 
of reliable authorities, such as pastors and superiors who are in charge of these premis- 
es. The total value of $5.613»000 looks quite large but it is safe to say these figures 
are not exaggerated. The funds to purchase these properties have been drawn exclusively 
from parochial and private sources. Hence these educational plants represent a saving of 
several millions of dollars to the State and the taxpayers of this community. Moreover, 
this expenditure of private and parochial funds is not to be considered extravagant or 
wasteful, for it has furnished the facilities which enable four hundred and eighty one 
teachers to carry on the education of 10,261 pupils.

Among these parochial, institutional, and private schools we find thirty-six elemen
tary departments in which there are 6,570 pupils under one hundred and eighty-two teachers 
and eleven secondary departments in which there are 840 pupils under forty-nine instructors. 
The educational plants are valued at $2,073.000— a sum which at first sight appears ex
travagant. Indeed, it is more than the average outlay of public school funds to provide 
educational facilities for a similar number and kind of pupils. For "Bulletin No. 19,
1926, issued by the Bureau of Education of the Department of Interior, page 9. states a 
that the average value of public school property pep pupil enrolled was $154.00 in 1924. 
Taking these figures as a basis, it would cost the public school district no less than a 
$1,141,000 to provide educational accommodations for the pupils in the Catholic elemen
tary and secondary schools of Omaha. A comparison of these figures with the estimated 
value of the properties actually in use would indicate that the Catholics have spent the 
sum of $932,000.00 more than the average cost for the country at large. However, this 
does not indicate a lackopf economy. For in many instances the valuation of property cov
ers also the cost of the convent for the Sisters. Moreover, the Catholics have aimed to
furnish ample facilities for the education of their children, and they have striven to 
meet and even excel the building standards for the city of Omaha which are higher than the 
average for the country at large.

In attendance the Catholic schools of Omaha have made a creditable showing. Statistics 
show that 17*4# of the children age in Omaha are attending the Catholic schools. The
Omaha school census for I926 presents the following data:

Omaha School Census I926
No. of children in Omaha Ages 5— 20 yrs. 49,798
No. of children of compulsory school age, i.e.7— 15 yrs. 30,187

No. of pupils in actual attendance------- ------------r----------------41,798
Public schools 33.915-----------81.8#
Catholic schools 7,210-----------17 .4#
Other Private Schools 256---------- 0.8#



Total number of pupils in Pu 
Elementary grades 
High School grades

blic Schools------
1-8
9-12

2fc ,716
---------- 33.9!5

p-nnkv rJii 1/ rsi nign— —

South High------
Technical High--

---------1 ,91+3
-------- 3,95!

Total public high schools------------------------------9 «199

In order to institute a comparison in Catholic school attendance between Omaha and 
a representative city such as Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania the following tables and bar dia
gram are submitted!

School Census of Catholic Children in Omaha from City and Diocesan Heports 
No. of Catholic Children of school age in Omaha----------9»200

Catholic Schools 7.210-------78$
Public Schools 1,980-------22$

School Census of Catholic Children in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania for 1926
No. of children of school age----------------------------------43,779

No. in Catholic Schools 37 »15^--------- 84.8$
No.in Public Schools 6,625----------15-2$

IN OMAHA: ~  
* 78$

Bar Diagrams Representing the Percentage
of

Catholic Children in Catholic Schools

in Catholic Schools

in Public Schools

IN PITTSBURGH:~
5 84.8$ in Catholic Schools

15.2$ in Public Schools
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This bar diagram proves that Omaha, a Western City where the Church is young and 
where schools are not yet well-organized, compares quite favorably with the oldcity of 
Pittsburgh. The data show that Sk.&j> of the Catholic children in Pennsylvania city are 
found in Catholic schools while fZj> of those in Omaha are enjoying the advantage of the 
Catholic educatioh.

While Omaha can boast of a high number of Catholic schools and a large enrollment 
of Catholic children, little has been done so far to organize and unite these many ed
ucational units into a system. There was hardly any semblance of unity or uniformity 
among them until 1919. when a law was enacted in Nebraska which compeled all parochial 
and private schools to conform substantially with the public schools of the same ii- 
etrict in courses of studies, number of days of school session and Qualifications of 
teachers. The enactment of the teacher's certification law in 1919. while it imposed 
some hardships on teaching communities, served at the same time to elevate the standards 
of teacher training and to introduce some uniform reauirements for all teachers in our 
schools. But these legal prescriptions which are enforced through inspection and the 
exercise of police power have not achieved aims of wholesome supervision or careful or
ganization. A wide diversity is still found among these schools not only in textbooks, 
but also in general regulations, time schedules, and courses of studies. The Catholic 
school organization may so far be likened to the rural district system where each school 
organization is left to solve its own problems and work out its own salvation. However, 
on the average, the organization and work of these various schools deserve much commend
ation. To illustrate this point the weekly time allottment to the subjects in the el
ementary grades was obtained from each school. These schedules were averaged so that a 
table might be made which could be compared with the average time allottment of elemen
tary schools in forty-nine large cities— a table which appears in a booklet on "Educa
tion in the United States" issued in April, 1927, by the Bureau of Education of the De
partment of Interior. The two tables are here presented.
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AVERAGE NUMBER OP MINUTES PER WEEK ALLOTTED TO 
ELEMENTARY SUBJECTS IN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OP OMAHA

MINUTES PEP WEEK 
DEVOTED TO

I J : II
-------- --------- •-

( H I IV V VI VII VIII TOTAL

OPENING & CLOS.EX 82 93 69 68 102 67 74 66 621

LANGUAGES 86 101 117 142 131 130 159 159 : 1075
READING 304 245 215 168 120 118 114 ill 1385
SPELLING 76 84 43 43 70 63 76 59 514

PENMANSHIP 94 80 94
•

94 91 87 80 72 702

ARITHMETIC c
r
or-i 127 163 192 181 181 208 212 1378

HISTORY 40 30 44 62 89 97 106 113 581

CIVICS : 25 31 34 46 49 52 64 66 367
GEOGRAPHY : 58 37 77 111 101 104 106 96 688

PHYSIOLOGY & 
HYGIENE

46 45 40 43 49 47 47 51 368

PHYSI CAL EX. 
& GAMES

75 ••
68 58 53 57: 58 63

••
58 490

MUSIC 74 73 75 71 61 61 69 69 553
DRAWING 81 65 40 50 51 53 49 51 440

NATURE STUDY 46 39 48 50 31 32 : 25 25 296

RELIGION 126 134 147 170 158 120 161 164 1180

MISCELLANEOUS 100 107 120 74 85 ' 68 60 60 674
HlSCliCSS • 145 134 131 131 125 127 120 111 1024
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AVERAGE TIM! ALLOTMENT TO ELEMENTARY SUBJECTS IN SCHOOLS OE
1+9 LARGE CITIES

— - —  — ——‘

MINUTES PEP WEEK 
DEVOTED TO

r— iM— ..r-—•
*••

—-,

G
r—----^

R A

r-—» -,---

D

-—i

E

r~t-----

S

r--- - ------------- --

TOTAL•
i ! II III IV V VI VII VIII

.... 1 : " . r 111 J • r , 1 1 r, " r * - " " ̂
LANGUAGE

• •
130’: l4l 167 176 187 191+ 207 215 1417

READING

•
••

1+12 : 1+01+ 332 21+5 182 ll+l 142 136 2003

SPELLING
•

39: 82 87 85 82 78 72 73 589

PENMANSHIP 67 * 72 77 78 77 75 63 58 567
• „

ARITHMETIC 44 : 11+3 193 206 211 211
•

212 211 1451

HISTORY
•

17* 19 30 5b 81+ 97 148 167 616

CIVICS
•

9; 12 11 12 11+ 15 23 27 123

GEOGRAPHY
•

11 1 ll+ 59 137 156 162 137 84 760

SCIENCE
•

22 : 23 23 23 21 21 22 26 181

PHY. & HYGIENE l6 : 16 18 22 27 27 25 22 173

PHY. TRAINING 90 : 87 89 90 90 ' 89 98 104 737

GAMES /
•

22 : 19 18 11+ 16 16 16 15 136
V

INDUSTRIAL ARTS
•

22 t • 22 25 30 50 65 90 106 410

DRAWING 87 : 88 87 86 82 75 77 79 661

MUSIC
•

71 : 7^ 7*i 77 76 7b 70 75 591

MISCELLANEOUS
•

97 5 93_ 99 97 99 98 88 87 758

RECESS........
•

105 •t•

•
106 106 96 91 90 84 74 752

••
• • • •
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A comparison of these foregoing schedules will show many points of agreement and of 
difference between the Catholic schools of Omaha, and the representative city schools of 
the country. In arithmetic, history, geography, music, and drawing there is remarkable 
conformity between the two schedules. It is worthy of notice, however, that the Catholic 
schools are devoting but 2,974 minutes per week to language, reading and spelling while 
the representative city schools are giving 4,018 minutes per week to these subjects. The 
difference of 1,044 minutes reveals beyond doubt that the Catholic schools are not suf
ficiently emphasizing these branches. In penmanship, the Catholic schools exceed the 
city schools by 135 minutes per week. This may account for the superior handwriting of 
the Catholic school pupils. The figures disclose the fact that Civics are receiving 3 
times as much consideration in the Catholic schools as in the city systems. One may won
der whether the false charge or suspicions of disloyalty has not induced Catholic schools 
to devote too much time to this subject, finally it is noticeable that the Catholic 
schools fail to offer courses in elementary science and in the manual and industrial arts. 
This may be attributed at least in part to the conservative policy of Catholic educators 
who violently resist and encroachment of new or faddish courses upon the sacred precincts 
of the three R's. A greater reason, perhaps, is the high cost of installing laboratories 
and workshops that are necessary to give these courses of training. Perhape this train
ing will never be given to Catholic school pupils unless arrangements be made whereby they 
are allowed to attend these classes in the neighboring public schools. This is one of the 
problems to be taken up in the future.

In closing this review of present conditons of Catholic education in Omaha, we must 
point out that the field is ripe, for organization and develonment along the lines of a 
city school system. In the past, each school was left to beat its own path. Accordingly, 
an assemblage of independent units circumscribed by parish boundaries sprang up in the 
city. Fortunately, these schools are now recovering from a period of strict State regula
tion (or State persecution if you will). They have learned the old lesson that 'united 
we stand, divided we fall.' Fence, there is a strong disposition to organize all the 
schools into a large harmonious system, where they will enjoy not only the benefits of able 
leadership and united action, but above all, the blessing of special supervision. Moreover, 
the passage of State laws which establish certain minimum requirements for all schools and 
all teachers and which place all schools under the immediate inspection of the State author
ity, has created a grave need for effective help and intelligent direction. Out of this 
serious situation, there arose a new movement to organize all the schools of the Diocese 
into a closely-knit system. With this end in view, the Bishop of Omaha, who according to 
the constitution of the Church, is ex officio, the head of the school administration in 
the diocese, appointed a diocesan superintendent of schools in January 1926. The new super
intendent was charged to organize, administer and supervise the schools of the Diocese 
in the name and by the authority of the Bishop. The plane and policy, which this new de
partment of education is to pursue in the future, furnishes the subject matter for the 
next section of this discourse.

Ill THE FUTURE

Some years ago, the Bishop of Omaha appointed a school board and even designated an 
inspector, who was to check up on the schools in lie Diocese. It seems that this organi
zation did not accomplish much and gradually ceased to function. Perhaps the project 
was not launced under favorable auspices; perhaps it encountered a rough and angry sea; 
or what is more likely perhape, it set out upon the waters with no definite port in view.

30



The new department of schools aims to profit by the experience of the past. Hence, after 
a hasty survey of school conditions in Omaha was mad by personal visitation, the follow
ing program of work was drawn up which, it is hoped, will be realized in the future.

In the first place, the training of teachers must be attended to. This is impera
tive not only to meet the teacher-training reouirements of the State, but also to imbue 
the teachers with the spirit and policy of the new school organization. Normal train
ing must of course be encouraged and extended, but moreover, it must be shaped to meet 
the needs and impart the spirit of the Catholic school system. It is hoped, therefore, 
that through close association and contact with Creighton University, Duchesne and Col
lege of St. Mary, these institutions can be induced to offer the training for teachers, 
which will best serve the interests of the Catholic schools of the city.

Moreover, other instruments and occasions are to be used to further the training 
of the teachers. Institues are to be held, demonstrations in methods of teaching are to 
be encouraged. The good offices of the public school authority are to be accepted. 
Catholic teachers are invited and urged to attend their conventions and meetings. It is 
believed that thi6 program will give the teachers an incentive for professional growth 
and a zeal for greater achievements in the interest of education.

The problem of supervision of the schools is one of the most complicated and per
plexing. There is but one teaching order in Omaha that has charge of enough schools to 
warrant the appointment of a community supervisor, who would devote all her time to the 
supervision of the instruction of Sisters off her order. The other communities, who are 
some ten in number have charge of one or two schools each. Hence, it is decided to place 
the bürden of supervison exclusively on the prinfcipals. To carry out this purpose a 
6ister-princioals1 club was organized. This society meets every month to discuss pro
blems in the administration and supervision of their schools.

In courses of study little choice can be msde. The Catholic schools must adopt in 
substance, the same courses that are taught in the Omaha public schools. As these cour
ses are up-to-date and well-adapted to local needs and conditions , they are quite accept- 
ble. However, these programs of studies do not embody any religious elements. It looks, 
therefore, as if the Catholic school department should work them over and breathe into 
them the breath of religion. In Catechism and Bible History special courses will have to 
be prepared and introduced at the earliest possible time.

The great variety of text books, which range from one extreme to the other, both in 
age and Duality, has evinced the need for an adoption of good basal texts in all elemen
tary grades. Accordingly committees of examiners have been appointed and they are now 
at work scoring the various text books that have been submitted in this competition. It 
is hoped that a list of besifc texts will be ready by September 1927.

Another contemplated improvement is the introduction of a uniform time-schedule. An 
investigation revealed a vast difference among the Catholic schools in the time allotments 
ot the various subjects. A complete and well-balanced daily program and time schedule for 
each classroom is to be insisted on. The following chart presents a time schedule which 
looks desirable for the Catholic schools of Omaha.



The new department of schools aims to profit by the experience of the past. Hence, after 
a hasty survey of school conditions in Omaha was made hy personal visitation, the follow
ing program of work was drawn up which, it is hoped, will he realized in the future.

In the first place, the training of teachers must he attended to. This is impera
tive not only to meet the teacher-training reouirements of the State, hut also to imhue 
the teachers with the spirit and policy of the new school organization. Normal training 
must, ofcourse, he encouraged and extended, hut moreover, it must he shaped to meet the 
needs and imoart the spirit of the Catholic school system. It is hoped, therefore, that 
through close association and contact with Creighton University, Duchesne and College St. 
Mary, these institutions can he induced to offer the training for teachers, which will 
best serve the interests of the Catholic schools of the city.

Moreover, other instruments and occasions are to be used to further the training of 
the teachers. Institutes are to he held, demonstrations in methods of teaching are to 
he encouraged. The good offices of the public schools authority are to he accepted. 
Catholic teachers are invited and urged to attend their conventions and meetings. It is 
believed that this program will give the teachers an incentive for professional growth 
and a zeal for greater achievements in the interest of education.

The problem of supervision of the schools is one of the most complicated and per
plexing. There is hut one teaching order in Omaha that has charge of enough schools to 
warrant the appointment of a community supervisor, who would devote all her time to the 
supervision of the instruction of Sister» of her order. The other communities, who are 
some ten in number have charge of one or two schools each. Hence, it is decided to place 
the burden of supervision exclusively on the principals. To carry out this purpose a 
sister-principals' club was organized. This society meets every month to discuss pro
blems in the administration and supervision of their schools.

In courses of study little choice can he made. The Catholic schools must adopt in 
substance, the same courses that are taught in the Omaha public schools. As these cour
ses are up-to-date and well-adapted to local needs and conditions, they are auite accept
able. However, these programs of studies do not embody any religious elements. It looks, 
therefore, as if the Catholic school department shoud work them over and breathe into 
them the breath of religion. In Catechism and Bible History special courses will have to 
be prepared and introduced at the earliest possible time.

The great variety of text books, which range from one extreme to the other, both in 
age and duality, has evinced the need for an adoption of good basal texts in all elemen
tary grades. Accordingly committees of examiners have been appointed and they are now 
at work scoring the various text books that have been submitted in this competition. It 
is hoped that a list of basis texts will be ready by September 1927.

Another contemplated improvement is the introduction of a uniform time-schedule. An 
investigation revealed a vast difference among the Catholic schools in the time allotments 
to the various subjects. A complete and well-balanced daily program and time schedule for 
each classroon is to be insisted on. The following chart presents a time schedule which 
looks desirable for the Catholic schools of Omaha.
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DESIRABLE TIME SCHEDULE FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OF OMAHA

G B A D E S
MINUTES PER WEEK
DEVOTED TO I II III IV

■
V VI VII VIII

OPENING- 3c CLOS. EX. 75 75 75 75 75 75 50 50

RELIGION 150 150 150 150 150 150 175 175
READING 300 300 ISO 150 150 150 90 45

LANGUAGE 100 150 225 225 225 225 225 225

SPELLING 75 75 75 75 75 75 75 75

PENMANSHIP 100 75 '75 75 55 45 ^5 45

ARITHMETIC 100 125 150 150 150 175 200 225

GEOGRAPHY 60 150 150 150 150

HISTORY CIVICS 50 50 50 75 100 150 200 200

AGRICULTURE OR SCIENCE 150

PHYSIOLOGY (HYGIENE) 25 50 50 60 60 60 60 60

PHYSICAL TRAINING 
GAMES 200

175
175 160 160

100
100 100

ART & NATURE STUDY 90 90 90 60 60: 60 60 60

MUSIC 75 75 75 75 75 75 75 75

TOTAL 1340 1390 143$ 1480 1485 1485 1485 1485
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Finally the most momentous step which the school department hopes to take is the 
adoption of a building program. The day is fast approaching when some definite policy 
must be formed, some clear-cut plans for expnasion must be drawn up. A number of new 
school buildings and convents will have to be erected. At the present writing four 
parishes stand face to face with large building projects:

Holy Name parish, a combination church and school to cost $150,000.
Sacred Heart parish, a new school estimated at $100,000.
St. Ceclia's parish, a new convent to cost $70,000.
St. Joseph's parish, an addition to school to cost more than $80,000.

The problem of establishing central high schools must be solved at no distant date. 
Only seven per cent of our total Catholic school population is found in secondary de
partments while twenty-seven per cent of the public school pupils attend high school.
This reveals a great weakness in our school system— the lack of Catholic high schools.lt 
is said that one-third of the 1,9^3 pupils in South High are Catholics. How shall high 
schools accommodations be provided for the Catholic children of Omaha? This is the stag
gering problem that confronts the Bishop and the school authorities of the Diocese. Per
haps, the future will bring another savior whose strength and zeal will enable him to a 
carry the burdens of our Catholic schools; to redeem them from their shortcomings and 
place them on the highway to salvation and success.
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