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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION 

Purpose of the Study
The primary purpose of education is to develop

o.it l,h v prof o ss ton»1 .1 6i f i c i f *y of t hr o t17,&ni the individual to his fullness,, This development
meets not only man's immediate purpose, hut his ulti
mate purpose which is to attain eternal life.

The intellect of the youth must he exercised to
Td get a true picture of the Catholic know and to possess the truth; his will must he moti-

0f £p3 0 ? <% git rv oyvated to seek the greater good; his physical powers 
must he developed in harmony with his intellectual

" P: i', R  L *1 | '<1 ‘>*0 vi^T «  t" f l A  '} j '  "f* t i  ' < h .n  ¥ ' &■} vfSf-P*

and moral life. The youth must he educated socially 
and eivically that he may know how to live with others,
recognizing his duties as a member of the family, the

predictions might he mad©« Information, in community, the nation and the world. Most of all he 
survey included enrollments, coeducations; da- must he taught that he is a child of God with an immor

tal destiny which is never to he lost sight of or plac
ed in a position of secondary importance. 
pp O rt & IT d STi p $ V ? i s i £>l£ #Because of these objectives, the Catholic Church 

maintains her own schools. She believes that if the 
whole person is not educated, he is going to he at a 
disadvantage all his life.

The study of the Catholic high schools of the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque was carried out in order to 
determine how fully secondary schools are carrying out



the objectives of Catholic education,. The emphasis 
has not been on the teaching of religion nor on the 
mo^al development program of the schools, hut rather 
on the professional efficiency of the organization 
and the curriculum,, The study was made with the ul
timate purpose of recommending school reorganization 
and consolidation.

To get a true picture of the Catholic high 
schools of the Archdiocese of Dubuque, a survey was 
made in order to study their history, growth and pre
sent status. Through the information received, an ef
fort was made to determine what trends are most evi
dent in the Catholic high schools of the Archdiocese 
and what predictions might be made. Information in 
the survey included enrollments, coeducational de
velopment, date or origin, accreditation, classifica
tion, personnel, curriculum and textbooks, financial 
support and supervision.

Related Literature
A certain amount of information was gathered 

from other sources. The Handbook of School policies 
and Practices for Secondary Schools of the Archdiocese of

9
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Dubuque, was helpful, especially for information on 
supervision and curriculum» The annual report of the 
schools of the Archdiocese of Dubuque from 1923 to 
1945 and from 1950 to 1958 were available. Copies of 
the 1954-1955 and 1956-1957 reports of the Iowa Com
mittee on Secondary School and College Relations were 
furnished by the Bureau of Education of the Archdio
cese of Dubuque, as were the bulletins on the State 
Board of Regents and the Iowa Committee of Secondary 
School and College Relations» Most of the historical
data was taken from Father Hoffmann's Centennial His-

otory of the Archdiocese of Dubuque. The Central Cath-
3olic High School, a thesis written by Father Carl J» 

Ryan in 1927 was also helpful. Catholic Secondary Edu
cation. ..A National Survey by Sister Mary Janet,S.C.* 2 3 4

^The Very Rev. Msgr. Justin A. Driscoll, Ph. D. 
Handbook of School Policies and Practices for the Sec
ondary Schools of the Archdiocese of Dubuque. Archdiocesan Bureau of_Education, IlOO Bluff Street, Dubu
que, Iowa, 1955.

2"Rev. M.M.Hoffmann. Centennial History of the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque, (Dubuque, Columbia College Press, 1937) *

3Carl J. Ryan, M.A., The Central Catholic High 
School, a Dissertation, (Washington, D.C., 1927).

4Sister Mary Janet,S.C., Catholic Secondary Edu
cation. ..A National Survey, (Department of Education, 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, Washington, D.C» 
1949).
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under origin ox &eho. i. it was not nomi ei.eo.riy 
was a source of some information. Her survey was made
to serve as a basis for an inventory of the resources 
of Catholic High Schools together with proposals for 
curriculum reorganization.

Maps of the Archdiocese of Dubuque were made which
were helpful for indicating the locations of present

p roc eqo ?high schools as well as the locations of proposed inter- 
parochial schools.

Limitations
Information on the high schools was limited by the 

extent of the questionnaire itself. The aim was to make 
it as direct as possible and not too long. In some 
cases enrollment figures were hard to get, and student 
enrollment was considered as an important feature of 
this study. Some schools reported that records were in
complete or were destroyed. Some indicated that for the 
early years all they had to go by were pictures or lists 
of graduating classes and not the whole student body. 
Furthermore, the Archdiocesan reports do not date back 
beyond 1923. There aiso was a time when schools did not 
distinguish between high schools and the elementary 
grades.

"^Directory of the Archdiocese of Dubuque, (1958).
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Under origin of school it was not known clearly
if the date corresponded to the year when the school
began as a junior high school or if it represented the
year in which the school became a four-year high school0
Upon checking with the Centennial History of the Arch- 

1diocese this question was solved in some cases.

Procedure
It was first necessary to obtain a list of all 

the Catholic high schools in the Archdiocese. This
2list, taken from the Archdiocesan Directory for 1958 , 

comprised fifty-one high schools* A questionnaire was 
mailed to all these high schools on December 15. Fif
ty-one replies, or a one hundred percent return was 
received.

A second letter was sent out to a number of high 
schools in the rural areas to learn how many students 
were driving to school. The reason for this question 
was that added information might be helpful in showing 
that in the event an interparochial high school was es
tablished, transportation would not be the most diffi
cult problem to solve.

1Hoffmann, Rev. M.M., op.cit.,pp.75, 108 and 176.
2Archdiocesan Directory, op.cit., pp. 36-39.
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From information gathered through the question
naire and the other sources mentioned above, tables 
were made showing the development through the years in 
graphic form. From the facts and figures an attempt 
was made to show that the trend in Catholic high schools 
has been toward centralization, and that the interpar- 
ochial high school, is, in the opinion of the writer, 
the most practical solution to many high school prob
lems. It is not to be understood that such an arrange
ment is advocated for every parish and community through
out the Archdiocese but that in the majority of cases it 
would be the best solution. The location of some par
ishes would make distances too great for travel to an 
interparochial high school. Furthermore, some parochial 
high schools are large enough right now to take care of 
themselves and are also receiving tuition students from 
a few neighboring parishes. However, in most cases, the 
trend points to the interparochial system.

I



CHAPTER II
HISTORY OF THE HIGH SCHOOLS OF THE ARCHDIOCESE

OF DUBUQUE
The history of the Catholic High Schools of the 

Archdiocese of DuBuque Begins in the second quarter of 
the 19th century. Ten schools date hack Before the 
turn of the century. The oldest academies were Loras 
in DuBuque opening in 1839 and St. Joseph’s starting 
in 1843 in the same city. There are four academies 
still in operation in the city of DuBuque itself.
For three of them, 1958-1959 will Be the last year of 
operation. They will Be a part of the new Central 
Catholic High School that will open in September,
1959.

Each of these older schools has a definite Bear
ing on the high school development, and to understand 
and appreciate more fully the advance of secondary ed
ucation in the Archdiocese, their history will Be des
cribed in some detail.

Loras Academy
:;,i witt: i jjt Be rn&rtl . & w ii*h . <-The first academy was established in 1839 when

the Diocese was two years old. Bishop Loras arrived 
in 1837. According to the Centennial History of the
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Archdiocese1, the first efforts of the new Bishop were 
directed toward the erection of a diocesan college so 
with the assistance of his Vicar General, Father Jo
seph Cretin, and the famous architect, Father Samuel 
Mazzuchelli, he erected a building to the rear of St» 
Raphael's Cathedral0 The records of Bishop Loras show 
that the money, for the most part, was received from 
the Society for the Propagation of the Faith. St. Ra
phael's Seminary was the name first designating the 
school, hut it was usually called St. Raphael's Acad
emy. "In those years in Iowa, a seminary, academy, 
college or institute meant practically the same thing- 
an attempt at conducting some sort of school of higher 
learning."2

The student body numbered only four in 1839.
These were seminarians whom Bishop Loras brought with 
him from France.

The history of the seminary, college and academy 
are somewhat the same. The next period of history of 
the first school of higher learning in the Diocese 
deals with Mt. St. Bernard's Seminary which was a con
tinuation of St. Raphael's Academy at a new location.

—  
^Rev. M.M.Hoffmann op.cit., p. 561.
2Rev. M.M.Hoffmann op.cit., p. 561.
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Because of the need of self support, the school was 
moved to a large farm about four miles south of Dubu
que known as Key West, With the depression of 1857,
St. Bernard's was forced to close three years later in 
I860,,

During the following period, after 1860, the col
lege and academy were supported by the efforts and en
ergies of Bishop J. Jo Hennessy who came to Dubuque in 
1866o He continued with a handful of students at a 
private home on Julien Avenue for seven years. In 
1873 he transferred his little group to West Fourteen
th Street, the present location. The new name of St. 
Joseph's College was given to the school.

The records of the college in this period still 
did not distinguish between high school and college 
and so it cannot be determined how many students were 
in either division. To present information on the 
early high schools, it is necessary to take the his
tory of both as a whole. The catalogues for St. Joseph 
College show enrollments as follows: 82 in 1878; 98 in 
1900 and 112 in 1910. The high school was extended un
der the presidency of the Rev. Daniel M. Gorman. The 
four year high school course was inaugurated in 1915 
and was duly accredited to the State Educational Board.1

-̂Rev. M.M.Hoffmann, op.cit. , p. 581.
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The academy, along with the college, was to un
dergo a change of names a few more times. From 1914 
to 1919 it was known as Dubuque College» From 1920 to 
1939 it was Columbia. Finally in 1939 it was named 
after the first Bishop of the Diocese, Bishop Loras.

Loras Academy has always Been a hoys school and 
was also a hoarding school until a few years ago. It 
has always been staffed hy priests of the Archdiocese. 
However, along with other schools, Loras Academy has 
had to turn to a lay faculty, and at the present writ
ing seventeen lay teachers are employed as compared to 
fourteen priests. The enrollment in 1839 was 4 while 
in September 1958 it was 740.

St. Joseph's Academy
St. Joseph's Academy for girls is located in Du

huque and is operated hy the Sisters of Charity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the oldest community of Sisters 
in the Archdiocese. St. Joseph's Academy grew out of 
the Cathedral School. Through the efforts of Bishop 
Loras the Sisters of Charity came to Duhuque.

Earnest parents in the wilderness outside the 
city had begged the Sisters to open a hoarding school 
and with the approval of Bishop Loras, this had been 
done«1

-̂ Rev. M.M.Hoffmann, op.cit. , p. 561
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St, Patrick's parish in Dubuque, in which St, 
Joseph's Academy was located, had an elementary school 
for hoys. The girls from the parish were taught at 
St, Joseph's Academy. This arrangement existed until 
1918 when all the elementary grades were cared for at 
St, Patrick's, It would appear that St. Joseph's was 
also a junior high school for girls until that time.

Visitation Academy
The Sisters of the Visitation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary came to Duhuque in 1871 at the invitation 
of Bishop Hennessy. Six Sisters, that same year, open
ed a school with a capacity of fifty. This has been 
both a boarding school and a day school for girls since 
its beginning. Three different times the Sisters of 
the Visitation have moved to better and more spacious 
sites. In their present location they have found it 
necessary to expand their facilities four different 
times.

The high school curriculum incorporated a Normal 
Course in the late 19th century.

In 1888 a Normal Course was introduced into the 
curriculum. Over 250 of the pupils have received 
Teachers Certificates and have taught not only in the 
rural districts but in the high schools......

■̂ Rev. M. M. Hof fmanp,op.cit., p„ 603
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This "Normal Course" was considered an advance in edu-
be hoc? j I n 1907 i L w&s irsixto d & i. $ (i  ̂ &nd uiid^ r  lh & yt dh**'
cation since it prepared girls to teach, even in high
schools,, .. always been a 

Immaculate Conception Academy 
The Sisters of St. Francis of the Holy Family, 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph came to Dubuque in 1878 upon 
the request of Bishop John J. Hennessy. They were en
gaged in caring for the orphans, in setting up a novi
tiate and establishing a home known as Mary of the An
gels, a boarding hoaie for young ladies employed in the 
city.

The Academy of the Immaculate Conception was be
gun in 1907o The first building on Seventeenth Street 
that the Sisters occupied in establishing this school 
for girls has a long history. Since it is the purpose 
of this thesis to show the development of high school 
training, it is worthwhile to quote verbatim the ac
count given by Father Hoffmann.^

This the academy's first home, was the historical 
"Female College" sponsored by Miss Catherine Beecher in 
1853. Destined for vicissitude, the "beautiful Tudor 
edifice" became the Dubuque public high school in 1859. 
In 1862 it became a private school for the "higher 
class." In 1864, under the denomination of the Episco
palians, it opened its doors as "The Lee Female Semin
ary." In 1872, under the denomination of the Presby-

1 * '■ ‘■ Xijit «5? U U  j . y &■ JL *^ *•>'** J. I I A  £4 At 1* • - V/ 1. 1 . I I  l* v* JL v * j>~

1Rev. M.M.Hoffmann, op.cit., p „ 615
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terians, it functioned as a Presbyterian Theological 
School. In 1907 it was remodeled, and under the pat
ronage of the Immaculate Conception became the embryo 
of the Academy on Davis Avenue.

Immaculate Conception Academy has always been a 
private school for girls and has offered boarding fac
ilities for out-of-town girls.

St. Vincent's Academy
The Story of the Sisters of the Presentation of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary is similar to that of the other 
orders of Sisters who came to Dubuque. Bishop Hennessy 
visited Ireland in 1870 and persuaded Mother Vincent 
Hennessy to take up work in the new missions. Mother 
Vincent and three novices set sail in 1874. They were 
housed first of all in a parish rectory at Key West, 
about four miles south of Dubuque.

In 1909 the present school was a boarding school 
known as St. Vincent’s Academy. In 1917 St. Vincent's 
became a fully accredited high school for girls only.
In 1931 the parish of St. Columbkille purchased St. Vin
cent's Academy which then became a parochial coeducati
onal high school known as St. Columbkille's High 
School.

St. Columbkille's High School has the distinction 
of being the only parochial high school in the city of 
Dubuque. Elementary schools only are connected with 
all the other ten parishes in the city.



21

Mt. Mercy Academy
The Sisters of Mercy established their Mother- 

house in Cedar Rapids in 1875. Like the other orders 
already described, they proceeded to set up schools 
throughout the middle west. The school here consider
ed is Mt. Mercy Academy, a school for girls that clos
ed its doors in 1958 after being in operation since 
1906. It began as Sacred Heart Academy and in 1924 
changed its name to Mt. Mercy. It was both a day 
school and a boarding school.

to tha ionflAr b iak fisa who is y i ls d  fimcour&tfAd Xavier High School
The present parochial high school in Dyers- 

ville, Iowa has gone through some unusual changes in
t  i f  ; f  i&s -y*iL f  T  t  h  ±4 T't H  * i r  i  i f  VI f l i )  A  T ‘ .~its history. It is the only school that has had a 

separate academy for girls and a separate one for boys
According to the survey which was the basis for this

\\ \ to q S  UJi *’ 1 ) h itl t i* i * :thesis, it is the only high school in the Archdiocese
in which the Brothers of Mary taught. The academy
for girls dates back to 1894. In 1895 there were
twenty girls taught by the Sisters of St. Francis.
The school for girls was enlarged in 1919 when the
number attending was forty-nine.

The Brothers of Mary came to Dyersville in 1902.
The two high schools combined in that year but the rec
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ords show that the Brothers of Mary taught until 1935»
At that time it was taken over completely hy the Sis
ters of St. Francis and became Xavier High School»

This is a brief history of the early high 
schools, both academy and parochial, of the Archdio
cese of Dubuque» There are others dating back before 
the year 1900 but this description takes in the 
schools founded by each of the religious orders of 
Sisters that have established motherhouses in Dubuque 
or in the Archdiocese* As is evident, much credit 
goes to the pioneer bishops who invited, encouraged and 
helped the various Sisters, priests and teaching Bro
thers to establish themselves in the eastern part of 
Iowa» If it were not for the untiring zeal and deter- 
mination of the Bishops and the religious orders to pro
vide Catholic education even against great odds and dis
couragement, the history of Catholic education in this 
See might be told in a different way today»

Credit must be given to various other religious 
orders with their headquarters located elsewhere but 
who are teaching in a number of the Catholic schools in 
northeast Iowa» Such orders are the Notre Dame Sisters 
from Mankato, Minnesota who are teaching in seven 
schools; Sisters of St. Francis from La Crosse, Wiscon
sin with one school; the Sisters of Mercy from Detroit,
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Michigan who have four schools and the Dominican Or
der that has its motherhouse just across the river 
from Dubuque in Sinsinawa, Wisconsin and who teach in 
three schools in the Archdiocese,,

The academies in early years were often refer
red to as "female" academies. It seems that educa
tional opportunities in this period were directed 
primarily toward the girls» This is substantiated by 
a statement in the National Catholic Educational Asso
ciation Committee on high schools when the following

1resolution was made in 1904:x
A system of Catholic high schools which shall 

provide for the secondary education of boys as well as 
for girls is necessary in order to complete the organ
ization of Catholic education»

Young men went to work at an early age in factor
ies and on farms and did not consider a high school ed
ucation necessary. In many instances it was not possi
ble for them to go beyond the sixth or eighth grade in 
their local communities» Many of the pioneers describe 
how the boys went to grammar school during the winter 
months and as soon as the spring work could be started, 
school was over for them. It is only natural then that

Ipaul E» Campbell, A.M. Litt» D», LLoD«, "The 
Genesis of the Central Catholic High School", The Homi
letic and Pastoral Review, LIII, No» 1 (October^ 1952), 
p. 68»
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any provision for further education heyond the eighth 
grade would he made with girls first in mind.

That the high school training was directed toward 
the girls, for the most part in academies, can he shown 
hy comparing the early enrollments of two Dubuque 
schools, St. Joseph's Academy for girls and St. Raphael's 
Academy (St. Bernard's Seminary) for hoys. St. Joseph's 
Academy had an enrollment of fifty girls in 1843 and St. 
Raphael's just four years previous to that had only four. 
In 1878 the hoys school showed an enrollment, high school 
and college together, of eighty-two; the girls academy 
had an enrollment of 140. The girls' academy was in the 
lead until after 1915 when the hoy's academy finally had 
a four-year high school department.

Diocesan System Established in 1922
While great effort was expended for the develop

ment of Catholic education in the Archdiocese, no bur
eau of education was organized in Dubuque until 19220 
In June of that year, the Most Rev. James J. Keane 
appointed the Rev. John M. Wolfe as superintendent of 
schools. He was to inspect all the Catholic schools 
and make every effort to organize them into a diocesan 
system.

Previously the Archdiocese had appointed two or
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three men to inspect the schools» While they attempt
ed some inspection and regulation, the schools were not 
organized. One would gather from the description of 
the operation that they fulfilled their duties as hest 
they could hut were not empowered to put their recom
mendations into effect. The hest they could do was to 
present their findings to the Ordinary.

The relations between the higher institutions of 
learning in the State, the University of Iowa, Iowa 
State College and Iowa State Teachers College, and the 
private high schools were not looked upon as being sat
isfactory. The revision of Bulletin No. 9 on Accredit
ed Non-Public High Schools in the State of Iowa ex-

lplains this fact» It was felt that the State Board on 
Secondary School Relations and the representatives of 
the private schools were not on common ground. The 
principles and criteria of the two groups were dif
ferent. There was an absence of a basis for more defi
nite understanding which often led to confusion, especial
ly for the schools. The Bulletin did not place the blame 
for such confusion on any particular group or individu
al, but upon the lack of definite and detailed policies,

Âccredited Non-Public High Schools in the State 
of Iowa, A Revision of Bulletin No. 9., (Dubuque, Bureau 
of Éducation of the Archdiocese of Dubuque). September 
1942, p. 3.
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regulations and criteria«
In 1939 the State Board began accrediting private 

high schools through the registrars of the three State 
Institutions mentioned above. In 1941 the four super
intendents of schools for the four Catholic Dioceses in 
Iowa were invited to a meeting in Des Moines to discuss 
the problems involved in accrediting private high 
schools. The regulations were reviewed in detail.

A series of meetings followed during the next six 
months and the final draft of the pattern based on Bul
letin No. 9 was agreed upon and became thereafter the 
basis for relationships between the State Board of Ed
ucation and the private high schools. The policies re
sulting became effective with the school year 1942-1943 
and were subject to revision annually. Before such re
visions were made the Diocesan Superintendents had to 
be consulted. This last was a very important point«

In a letter by Archbishop Francis J% Beckman on 
July 14, 1942 on Catholic education, this paragraph is 
pertinent to the problem being discussed:

Our educational leaders have long been mortified 
and confused, if not confounded, by the demands of mod
ern accrediting agencies, inasmuch as the results of 
accrediting have lowered the subject of religion in the 
estimation of the students. No credits were required 
in this field by the agencies, and in meeting the stan
dards Catholic schools shrank the time allowances for 
religion in many cases to the irreducible minimum..«
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In our State of Iowa a new basis of understanding 
has been fortunately arrived at as between the Iowa 
State Board on Secondary School Relations and the Sup
erintendents of Schools in the four Dioceses in the 
State. In recent conferences they have developed a new 
and a more workable pattern of relationships as between 
the two groups and, indeed, with notable benefit to 
courses in religion...*

The following footnote is found several times in
the State Board of Regents Bulletin No. 5 of the IowaJohn M„ Wol £ # * Arckdioceaan Sup © rinl r< . * At'
Committee on Secondary School and College Relations:

Most of the non-public schools of Iowa are Catho
lic Schools. Consequently these regulations have been 
stated in terms of the organizational pattern under 
which such schools operate...

The improvements in the relations of the accred
iting agency of the State Board of Education of the

n  l 13 f-Y -J y I £*■ * C* v>State of Iowa and the private schools has a direct bear
ing on the value and importance of the Catholic High 
Schools. There was some possibility of not being ac
cepted in the three institutions of higher learning in 
the State of Iowa because of the evaluations of credits.
Now, according to the standards set down and made public 
in Bulletin No. 9, March 27, 1941:

Bulletin No. 9, op. cit., p. 2 
oState of Iowa, 1955, State Board of Regents, 

Bulletin No. 5 of the Iowa Committee on Secondary School 
and College Relations, pp. 18, 23.

1
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Graduates of high schools approved under these 
standards are admitted to the three institutions of higher learning in the State of Iowa...Unconditional 
admission is dependent upon meeting the specific en
trance requirements of the respective institution or 
curriculum.

For some thirty years the schools of the Arch
diocese of Duhuque were directed hy the Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
John Mo Wolfe, Archdiocesan Superintendent. Annual 
reports were made, beginning the year after he took 
office. Every phase of educational activity seems to 
he covered hy Msgr. Wolfe in his reports. They in
clude, for example, Enrollments for a whole decade 
presented in graphic form, Observations of Facts and 
Trends, Statistical Chart of Health Services, School 
Papers, Scouting, Audio-Visual Aids, Arts and Educa
tion, Counseling and Guidance. The most valuable part 
of his reports perhaps, is the timely observations he 
made each year.

One of the greatest tributes no doubt owed to 
Msgr. Wolfe, was for his part in improving relations 
with the Iowa Committee on Secondary School and Col
lege Relations.

The leadership of the schools of the Archdiocese

^Bulletin No. 9, op.cit., p. 7. F.
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was placed in the hands of the Very Rev. Msgr. Justin 
A. Driscoll in 1952. He was the man best qualified to 
fill the vacancy caused by the transfer of the Right 
Rev. Msgr. Arthur A. Halbach from the office of Super
intendent to the Pastorate of St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church in Webster City.

In a few short years Msgr. Driscoll has made his 
mark in the educational field winning the admiration of 
religious and laymen alike. He has had the distinct 
honor of being invited to the White House Conference on 
Education in 1956. He has played an important role in 
helping to reorganize the Catholic Schools that have 
been centralized in the past seven years.

For the past two years the State of Iowa has been 
reorganizing the public school districts. Public 
schools are fewer and larger in most districts now.
This program presented many problems and solutions were 
not always easy to reach. Msgr. Driscoll has been a 
great help to many Catholic laymen who have taken part 
in this public school reorganization in their own com
munities. The present status and the future life of 
the Catholic high schools of the Archdiocese are in
timately bound up in these changes.
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Origin and Types of High Schools 
The number of high schools in each column in 

Table I indicates the number of schools that origin
ated in that period,, The totals of each type are 
given in the right hand column. It is clear from 
Table I that the trend has been from private to par
ochial high schools in the first quarter of the cen
tury. Before 1900 there were five private academies.
In the same period there were only six parochial high 
schools. This has a striking significance since there 
were approximately 150 parishes in the Archdiocese at 
that time. However, from 1900 on the parochial high 
schools became more numerous.

Figure 1 shows the distribution of high schools 
in the Archdiocese. Thirteen of the thirty counties, 
or forty-three percent, have no Catholic high schools. 
There are fifteen primary and elementary Catholic 
Schools in these counties.

Table 2 is a list of the high schools of the Arch
diocese of Dubuque and the date of their origin as 
four-year high schools. Many of them were in exist
ence for some time as junior high schools and gradually 
reached the status of a four-year high school.
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FIGURE 1
Present Location of Catholic High Schools in the Archdiocese of Dubuque
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TABLE 2
DATE OF ORIGIN OF HIGH SCHOOLS

School Date of Origin
Alta Vista, St0 William 1923 
Bankston, St„ Clement 1916 
Bellevue, Marquette 1957 
Cascade, St. Martin 1916 
Cascade, St0 Mary 1917 
Cedar Rapids, Immaculate Conception 1914 
Cedar Rapids, Mt„ Mercy 1906 
Cedar Rapids, Regis 1958 
Cedar Rapids, St„Patrick 1880 
Cedar Rapids, St„ Weneeslaus 1921 
Charles City, Immaculate Conception 1916 
Cresco, Notre Dame 1951 
Dougherty, St. Patrick 1917 
Dubuque, Loras Academy 1839 Dubuque, St. Columbkille 1931 
Duhuque, Immaculate Conception Academy 1907 
Duhuque, St. Joseph Academy 1843 
Duhuque, Visitation Academy 1871 Dyersville, Xavier 1894 
Elkader, St. Joseph 1925 
Elma, Immaculate Conception 1906 
Fairbanks, Immaculate Conception 1896 
Fairfax, St. Patrick 1912 
Farley, St„ Joseph 1912 
Garryowen, St„ Patrick 1924 
Gilbertville, Don Bosco 1956 Guttenherg, St. Mary 1924 
Hol^ Cross, Holy Cross 1946 
Independence, St„ John 1894 
Ionia, St„ Boniface 1911 
La Motte, Holy Rosary 1923 
Lansing, St„ George 1958 
Marshalltown, St„ Mary 1889 
Mason City, Holy Family 1929 
Mason City, St. Joseph 1912 
Monticello, Sacred Heart 1922 New Haven, St„ Mary 1902
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TABLE 2—  Continued
t.t'V STUDENT BO Dì

School Date of Origin
New Vienna, §ta Boniface 1927North Washington, St„ Mary 1923
Oelwein, Sacred Heart 1907
Ossian, De Sales 1956
Protivin, Rudolphinum 1927
Rockwell, Sacred Heart 1904
Ryan, St« Patrick 1912
Stc Lucas, St» Luke 1940
Stacyville, Visitation 1912
Waterloo, Our Lady of Victory Academy 1872
Waterloo, Sacred Heart 1909
Waterloo, St» Mary 1909
Waukon, St0 Patrick 1940
Worthington, St, Paul 1917

, ,, &  l r r-W V a û t i  m a . • fj i n  BT* "v d  - 1
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CHAPTER III
FACULTY AND STUDENT BODY 

The staff of each high school in the Archdiocese 
of Dubuque is composed of one order of Sisters with 
the exception of Loras Academy in Duhuque which is un
der the direction of the priests of the Archdiocese.
In each of the interparochial high schools now in op
eration there is also hut one order of Sisters in 
charge. There is no information at this writing about 
those that are to open in September, 1959, but with an 
anticipated enrollment of 2,000 in the new Dubuque 
Central Catholic High School, no doubt other arrange
ments have already been made in providing a faculty.

There are 264 Sisters who are teaching in fifty- 
one high schools throughout the Archdiocese of Dubu
que. There are 110 priests who are on the faculties 
of the high schools. The Archdiocesan Directory 
lists seventy-eight priests as full-time teachers in 
the Archdiocese-*-. Most of these are assistant pas
tors, for it is unusual for pastors who are respon
sible for the many demands made on them in parish 
work to be able to teach in their parochial high 
schools. Included in this total of priests are four-

"*Archdiocesan Directory, op.cit. , p. 49
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teen on the faculty of Loras Academy.
Many of the orders of Sisters have found it neces

sary to formulate a plan for each of their schools in 
regard to lay teachers. The pastor or the one in charge 
is to provide one lay teacher for a certain number of 
Sisters that his high school demands. With one order 
for example, the ratio is one lay teacher for every sev
en Sisters teaching in each of their schools.

On many occasions the pastor or superintendent 
preferred to have such lay teachers in the primary and 
elementary grades rather than in high school. Accord
ing to deductions made from the statitics given in the 
Archdiocesan Directory ,̂ and from information in the sur
vey, the following comparisons between the number of 
teachers both religious and lay can be made: there are 
645 religious teaching in the primary and elementary 
grades in schools throughout the Archdiocese. There 
are 157 lay teachers in these same schools which means 
that the ratio of religious and lay teachers in the pri
mary and elementary grades is 4.1 to 1.

There are 346 Sisters and priests that are teach
ing in the secondary schools of the Archdiocese as com
pared to sixty-one laymen which means that the propor-

^Archdiocesan Directory, op.cit. , p. 49
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tion between religious and lay teachers in high schools 
is 5.7 to 1.

From the above it is evident that the proportion
of lay teachers to religious is higher in the element- «
ary than it is in the secondary schools.

The reason for the larger number of lay teachers 
in the grades is that there are more lay teachers avail
able who are qualified to teach in the primary and ele
mentary grades than there are those who are qualified to 
teach in high school. Elementary teachers can more 
easily be found.

Five of the high schools surveyed have only two 
Sisters in the high school. These five schools have the 
lowest enrollments. The pastor teaches in these high 
schools but the majority of high schools subjects for all 
four years will have to be divided between these two 
Sisters. In the Summarization of Visitation To Catho
lic High Schools in 1955, the representative of the Iowa 
Committee on Secondary School and College Relations 
warned of the inadvisability of combining within one 
classroom and under one teacher's supervision a class 
discussion in one subject while another group was sup-
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posedly studying. This situation would have to exist 
if there were only two teachers in a high school.

With any kind of curriculum in such small schools
as found in the survey the teaching-load is hound to he

2heavy. The State Report comments on this. The Commit
tee feels that teaching effectiveness is notably impair
ed when an instructor has to teach in three or four dif
ferent fields. One cannot he expected to keep up with 
new developments in a field of study, together with new 
ideas of teaching this area if one, at the same time, is 
expected to do the same thing for three or possibly four 
other fields of study.

Enrollments
The rate of increase in enrollment in the smaller 

high schools has been slower than it has been in the 
larger high schools. In a few cases the number attending 
has remained quite stationary or has even decreased. One 
factor that has influenced this decrease is the trend in 
the farming industry. Farms are getting larger and con
sequently the farm population is getting smaller. With 
this trend the school population decreases proportionate
ly. The comparison may be carried a bit further and

^State Report, op0cit. , (1954-1955), p.9.g.
2Ibid., p „7.g.



include the small town business-man. Big industry and 
super markets have reached out even to the small towns 
and have affected the small independent business firms. 
The competition is often detrimental to the low income 
stores.

Another note about enrollments is the comparison 
between the number oi boys and the number of girls as 
indicated in Table 3. That phase has already been com- 
mented upon in describing the early academies , but no
tice should be taken of the smaller schools which are 
rural for the most part or serve rural people» Many of 
these communities are German, and German farmers for 
many years did not believe in the necessity of an edu
cation beyond the eighth grade. This persuasion is not 
so common anymore but there is still a trace of it in a 
few communities.

-*xf. pp. 40,41,42
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TABLE 3
HIGH SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS

- Date
First Year 1930 1940 1950 1958

School Boys-Girls Boys-Girls Boys-Girls Boys-Girls Boys-Girls
Alta Vista, St. William 8 15 — IT" 18 16 14 9 7 24 24
Bankston, St. Clement 
Bellevue, Marquette

8 16 9 12 13 19 16 21
100 105

Cascade, St. Martin 24 25 19 25 35 38 37 41 49 63
Cascade, St. Mary 
Cedar Rapids,

13 20 10 21 29 33 31 48 41 64
Immaculate Conception 45 43 60 61 78 78 76 82 150 88
Cedar Rapids, Mt. Mercy 63 59 52 56

273
82

Cedar Rapids, Regis 259
Cedar Rapids, St.Patrick 63 65 74 72 81 77 82 95 85 94
Cedar Rapids, 
St. Wenceslaus 17 29 29 32 35 25 35 35 49 43
Charles City Immaculate Conception 14 36 37 35 25 29 42 52 60 49
Cresco, Notre Dame 42 52 75 66
Dougherty, St. Patrick 13 22 33 34 18 22 15 18 20 21
Duhuque, Loras Academy 4 313 371 83 557 740 119Duhuque, St„Columhkille 17 51 97 117 118 156
Duhuque, Immaculate 
Conception 74 170 247 283 371
Duhuque, St. Joseph 
Academy 50 135 198 275 272

 ̂1



TABLE 3 Continued

Date
First Year 1930 1940 1950 1958

School Boys--Girls Boys--Girls Boys--Girls Boys--Girls Boys--Girl;
Duhuqne, Visitation 125 104 117 149 225
Ac ademy
Dyersville, Xavier 20 66 63 62 65 95 102 131 135
Elkader, St. Joseph 10 19 27 18 26 21 19 23
Eima, Immaculate
Conception 5 8 32 42 28 32 28 31 42 48
Fairhank, Immaculate
Conception 10 12 18 14 15 14 22 27 23 19
Fairfax, St. Patrick 7 11 8 14 10 11 7 13 10 11
Farley, St. Joseph 26 35 22 47 31 43 30 32 56 64
Garyowen, St. Patrick 19 17 15 28 17 23 18 21 18 23
Gilhertville, Don Bosco 100 99
Guttenherg, St. Mary 17 16 21 28 22 29 28 27 17 22
Holy Cross, Holy Cross 15 22 48 46 72 64
Independence, St.John 20 36 27 25 54 57 53 42
Ionia, St. Boniface 11 15 3 7 11 13 11 14 16 15
La Motte, Holy Rosary 10 28 15 21 12 21 21 19 36 40
Lansing, St. George 82 74
Marshalltown, St„ Mary 30 28 30 40 42 50 64 62 59 74
Mason City, Holy Family 31 31 41 40 55 52 55 61
Mason City, St.Joseph 46 60 44 54 47 50 48 74 56 61
Monticello, Sacred Heart 14 19 16 26 24 23 42 60



TABLE 3 Continued

Bate
First' Year 1930 1940 1950 1958

School Boys--Girls Boys--Girls Boys--Girls Boys--Girls Boys--Girl;
New Haven, St. Mary- 
New Vienna, St.

12 11 6 12 11 8 8 . 12 20 20
BonifaceNorth Washington,

20 16 15 18 28 25 46 39
St. Mary 11 20 5 22 5 19 20 22 20 24
Oelwein, Sacred Heart 34 47 47 77 70 61 50 46 62 64
Ossian, De Sales 67 74
Protivin, Rudolphinum 22 20 22 24 10 22 39 51
Rockwell, Sacred Heart 16 15 14 11 12 12 9 15 12 9
Ryan, St» Patrick 14 18 23 30 26 21 27 22 33 37
St. Lucas, St. Luke 12 18 16 29 30 36
Stacyville, Visitation 
Waterloo, Our Lady of

25 27 18 25 32 30 34 43 54 55
Victory Academy 36 27 30 60 44 57 48 49 80 82
Waterloo, Sacred Heart 36 54 43 49 75 106 64 89 110 116
Waterloo, St. Mary 26 29 39 52 67 83 51 58 102 114
Waukon, St. Patrick 42 58 44 48 53 66
Worthington, St. ‘Paul 15 15 13 27 23 29 27 36 45 45



Nine of the fifty-one high schools surveyed have 
an enrollment of less than fifty. Two of these schools 
closed this year, 1958-1959. Seventeen high schools, 
or 33 percent, have an enrollment of less than 100.

An effort was made to find out what is looked 
upon as a small high school in the public school sys-

item. In the Administration of Modern Secondary School 
the typical American high school is considered to he 
one that has an enrollment of 200. In a later edition 
(1954), it is stated that a high school, to he reason
ably effective should have an enrollment of 200. The 
minimum is looked upon as 100 students. According to 
these standards, thirty-eight, ox 74 percent, of the 
fifty-one high schools of the Archdiocese would he 
considered as small. These thirty-eight high schools
have an enrollment of less than 200 each.

oIn the Clergy Bulletin , issued by the Most Rev
erend Archbishop of Dubuque on August 2, 1955, the 
Archbishop stated that fifty-four percent of the Cath
olic students of the Archdiocese of Dubuque were not

^J.B.Edmonson, Joseph Roemer and Francis L. Ba- 
con, Administration of the Modem Secondary School.
(New York, The Macmillan Co., 1948).

2Archdiocese of Dubuque, Clergy Bulletin, Vol.I 
Number 15, August 2, 1955, p.2.
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enrolled in Catholic high schools. The figures in 
Table 3 then represent only forty-six percent of the 
Catholic youth of high school age in the Archdiocese. 
The statistics on elementary schools present this sig
nificant factor: in 1955 there were almost twice as 
many children in the first grade as there were in the 
eighth grade. The parochial high schools that are 
discontinuing and are becoming a part of an interparo- 
chial high school system, are relieving the pressure on 
the elementary grades by providing them with more room.

The statistics from the survey and the latest 
Directory'*' of the Archdiocese of Dubuque, show that the 
high school enrollment in 1958 was 6,500 students. 
Figures already presented indicate that there are sev
enty-eight priests and 268 Sisters who are assigned to

2high school teaching. This averages 18.8 pupils per 
teacher. The number of schools with enrollments of 
less than fifty, and the number of Motherhouses that 
can assign their novices to academies and parochial 
high schools nearby, are two significant factors that 
determine this average.

1Archdiocesan Directory, op.cit. , p„49.
2cf. p. 35
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Transportation
Information was obtained on the high schools in 

many of the rural areas as to the number of students 
driving to school and the number being transported, 
either by their parents or by belonging to car pools.
A second letter was sent out to twenty-two high 
schools for this information. All the high schools
that were contacted replied. These high schools were 
picked in order to determine how the problem of trans
portation is being solved in those communities where 
children must go some distance to school each day.
The survey does not represent all the rural areas but 
was a spot check of high schools that would have the 
majority of the student body coming from the country.

Nearly fifty-four percent of the children in 
these twenty-two schools were coming to school in 
cars. Thirty-seven percent of the total enrollment 
were driving cars to school themselves. Only one 
principal mentioned that the students were transported 
in a bus. In that school only two were driving them
selves.

^cf. Appendix, p. 98
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CHAPTER IV
CURRICULUM AND TEXTBOOKS

One of the most important decisions in any school 
is to determine the courses to he offered. Table 4 
lists the courses offered in the Catholic high schools 
in the Archdiocese of Dubuque. High school enrollments 
range from 740 down to 20. The larger high schools 
have a problem in the selection of courses because they 
have to provide more courses on more levels and provide 
more qualified teachers. The smaller schools have a 
problem which in many instances is harder to solve. A 
high school which is exceptionally small may have sev
eral in a class with the ability to take advanced cour
ses in a particular field, but there are the usual num
ber who do not have the ability for such courses. Such 
a high school cannot in justice force the poorer stu
dents to take the advanced course, and at the same time 
they are not equipped to offer both the advanced cours
es and the regular courses because of the size of the 
classes and the number of teachers available. Too many 
times small high schools have to resort to general 
courses that all students can follow.

Many comments can be made about the courses offer
ed in Table 4. In a national survey conducted by Sis-
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CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM *
TABLE 4

Courses Offered Number of Schools»
Religion ST 
World History 51 
English (4 years) 51 
American History 50 
Latin 1 49 
Algebra 1 48 
Geometry (Plane) 48 
Typing 1 48 
Biology 45 
Music, Vocal 45 
Latin II 44 
Algebra II 41 
Physics 40 Bookkeeping 37 
Music, Instrumental 32 
General Science 29 
Trigonometry 27 
General Mathematics 27 
Typing II 24 
Chemistry 21 
Current Problems 15 
World Geography 15 
Practical or Industrial Arts 12 
Shorthand 10 
Speech 10 
Sociology 9 
Home Economics 8 American Government 7 
Economics 6 Spanish 6 
Secretarial Science 5 French 4 
General Business 4 
Journalism 4 
Guidance 3 
Geometry (Solid) 2
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TABLE 4 (continued)

Course Offered Number of Schools«
Health and Clothing, Language 
Skills, Psychology, Consumer’s Math, Senior Math, Commercial 
Law, Latin III, Mechanical 
Drawing, Agriculture, Art and Phy-
sical Science ■ 1

* Based on a survey of fifty-one schools
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ter Mary Janet, S.C, in 1947^, she described the 
schools of the state of Iowa as being over fifty-per
cent rural, and yet in fifty replies received in the 
survey, there was only one reference to any kind of a 
course in agriculture, and that was arranged for in 
the local public high school. It is true that many of 
the graduates in rural areas go away to work after they 
finish high school if they do not go to college. It is 
not easy for them to start farming. Land and equipment 
demand a large initial investment which most of them 
cannot make. Also worthy of mention is the fact that 
a term in the military service faces most young men 
sometime after they graduate. Furthermore, the major
ity of the high schools are run by Sisters who are not 
qualified in agriculture. Training in agriculture is 
often taken care of in a community by the Four H and 
the Future Farmers organizations. Catholic high schools 
believe that such projects, promoted out of school, will 
give more time for more academic courses in school.

Now that emphasis is being placed on foreign lan
guages in high schools, the showing of the Catholic 
high schools in this survey does not augur well. For
eign languages are quite evidently limited to Latin.

Sister Mary Janet, S.C. op.cit., p,18.
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French and Spanish are taught in 1205 percent and 8.3 
percent of the high schools respectively. One princi
pal inserted this comment in the survey returned. She 
said they had two teachers qualified to teach German 
hut there were not enough interested in taking it. One 
school arranged for Spanish in the local public school.

In the mathematics and science departments, most 
schools are offering a rather complete program. With
out any intention of being unfair or skeptical, the 
question might be asked, what is the extent of these 
courses in science; are they mostly lecture courses 
or are adequate laboratory facilities available? It 
is only reasonable for the question to arise in one's 
mind as to how a school with an entire enrollment of 
less than fifty, or even one hundred, could afford to 
have all laboratory equipment, especially for chemis
try and physics. Sisters will get the most from the 
equipment they have to work with but it is a handicap, 
if one has to teach a science course with insufficient 
equipment. The student taking the course may not get 
all that is required on the subject if it is taught 
under inadequate conditions.

Although the second year of algebra was offered 
in most of the high schools reporting, the higher math
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ematics courses dropped Lack nearly fifty percent,.
Only two schools had the second course in geometry.
One offered senior mathematics.

Commercial courses in the schools made a good 
showing. Five were listed as secretarial science 
while thirty-seven checked hookkeeping. Ten added 
shorthand. One year of typing seems to be the usual 
offering. Those schools with the second year of typ
ing were below fifty percent. One high school listed 
commercial skills which no doubt is a related course.

Courses in art are not prominent in the curricu
lum. Only one out of five schools had anything to of
fer. The practical or industrial arts fared very lit
tle better. About one out of four schools had some 
form of practical arts. Many of these were arranged 
for in the local public high school.

The number of schools including home economics in 
the survey, 5.5 percent, is a surprisingly low percen
tage. Various courses were listed under different 
headings such as sociology, current problems and guid
ance.

Six of the schools reported that they had arrange
ments with the local public schools for classes that 
the public schools could offer more efficiently. From 
the information obtained from the survey this plan ex
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ists only with the larger Catholic high schools and 
the public schools,, The smaller high schools have 
greater need of such co-operation. Three of these 
Catholic high schools are in Cedar Rapids, one is in 
Mason City, one in Oelwein, and one in Waulcon. All 
these high schools are large enough to provide for 
such courses if they did not have the above mentioned 
relationship. In the smaller communities there was

15X1x1* r'fc i  « § “  .*.{&, til j . 0

no indication of such relationship with the local pub
lic school._ One principal reported in her survey that 
their high school sought such an arrangement but was 
refused.

Textbooks
The textbooks used in the high schools of the 

Archdiocese of Dubuque are carefully selected by the 
Archdiocesan Superintendent of Schools together with 
committees for each department of study. The services 
of Sisters from every community teaching in the Arch
diocese as well as teachers from different types of 
schools are enlisted. Textbook adoptions are not all 
made the same year. A cycle program is followed where
by one group of studies, for example natural science, 
is examined by the committee and proposals are made for 
changes in textbooks in this group. When such new 
texts are decided upon they are adopted in the high
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school curriculum the following year. In this manner 
the textbooks in every field are revised every five 
years.

Every effort is made to provide textbooks from 
which the students will derive the most good. Since
high school students will vary in their abilities,PfeyMtaj Educios
two curricula are proposed. One is strictly academic; 
the other general. Figure 2 and Figure 3 show that 
allowance is made for the variations in enrollments 
and in facilities through suggested curricula for
small schools and for large schools. In the academic

Wmívt* I Hcir>? p  ¿

progrem five subjects, including religion, are requir
ed. In the general program four subjects, including 
religion, are required. In the general education pro
gram there are more electives offered than in the aca
demic program. The individual high school is free to 
determine the courses to be offered. The needs of the 
students, the facilities, and the qualifications and 
the number of faculty members must necessarily deter
mine the selection that will be made.

The survey showed that textbooks were provided 
mostly on a rental basis. Out of the fifty-one reports 
received, forty-one indicated full rental, five had 
rentals with some textbooks purchased outright and in 
five schools the students purchased all their textbooks.
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FIGURE 2
THE CURRICULUM FOR THE SMALL HIGH SCHOOL1

Academic Program General Education Program
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T w e l f t h  G ra d e  
R e q u ire d R e lig io n  

E n g lis h  IV
♦ N a t io n a l  P r o b le m s —  G o v e r n m e n t  

P h y s ic a l  E d u c a t io n

R e lig io n  
E n g lis h  IV  

♦ N a t io n a l  P ro b le m s  
P h y s ic a l  E d u c a t io n

E lec tiv e s ♦ A d v a n c e d  A lg e b ra — T r ig o n o m e t r y  
L a t in  I V  L a t in  II  
M o d e rn  L a n g u a g e  I I  T y p in g  

♦ P h y s ic s  M u s ic  
C h e m is t ry  A r t  
P h y s ic a l  Science H o m e m a k in g

M o d e rn  L a n g u a g e  M u s ic  
L a t in  A r t  

♦ B o o k k e e p in g  
S h o p  I I  
A g r ic u l tu re  I I  
H o m e m a k in g

♦Alternate years 

•̂Handbook, op. c it ., p.48
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FIGURE 3
THE CURRICULUM FOR THE LARGE HIGH SCHOOL1

Academic Program General Education Program

N i n t h  G rade  
R e q u ire d R e lig io n  

E n g lis h  I 
L a t in  I 
A lg e b ra
P h y s ic a l  E d u c a t io n

R e lig io n  
E n g lis h  I 
M a th e m a tic s
P h y s ic a l  E d u c a t io n  —  R O T C

E lec tiv e s W o r ld  H is to r y  
G en e ra l Science o r  H e a l th  
H o m e  E c o n o m ic s  

* A r t  A p p re c ia t io n  
M u s ic  —- A r t

W o r ld  H is to r y  o r  C i t iz e n s h ip  
G e n e ra l Science o r  H e a l th  
L a t in  I n d u s t r i a l  A r ts  

♦ A r t  A p p r e c ia t io n  H o m e  E c o n o m ic s  
B u s in e ss  T r a in in g  M u s ic  —  A r t

T e n t h  G ra d e  
R e q u ire d R e lig io n  

E n g lis h  I I  
L a t in  II  
B io lo g y  
G e o m e try  
P h y s ic a l  E d u c a t io n

R e lig io n  
E n g lis h  I I  
B io lo g y
P h y s ic a l  E d u c a t io n

E lec tiv e s L a t in  I
♦ M u s ic  A p p re c ia t io n  

S peech
W o r ld  H is to r y  
A r t
H o m e  E c o n o m ic s

L a t in  A r t
W o r ld  H is to r y  H o m e  E c o n o m ic s
A lg e b ra
P ra c tic a l  G e o m e try  
M u s ic  A p p r e c ia t io n  
B u s in e ss  T r a in in g

E le v e n th  G ra d e  
R e q u ire d R e lig io n

E n g lis h  I I I  o r  J o u r n a l i s m  
A m e ric a n  H is to r y — G o v e rn m e n t  
P h y s ic a l  E d u c a t io n

R e lig io n  
E n g lis h  I I I
A m e r ic a n  H is to r y  —  G o v e r n m e n t  
P h y s ic a l  E d u c a t io n

E le c tiv e s L a t in  I I I  ( L a t i n  I I )
M o d e rn  L a n g u a g e s  

♦ S p eech  —  D e b a te  
A d v a n c e d  A lg e b ra  
P e r s o n a l  T y p in g  P h y s ic s  
P h y s ic a l  Science M u s ic  
C h e m is try  A r t

I n d u s t r ia l  A r ts  
P h y s ic a l  Science 
A g r ic u l tu re  T y p in g  

♦ S p ee ch  —  D e b a te  L a t in  
H o m e m a k in g  M u s ic  
S h o r th a n d  A r t

T w e l f t h  G rade  
R e q u ire d R e lig io n

N a t io n a l  P ro b le m s — G o v e rn m e n t  
P h y s ic a l  E d u c a t io n

R e lig io n
N a t io n a l  P ro b le m s  —  G o v e r n m e n t  
P h y s ic a l  E d u c a t io n

E lec tiv e s E n g lis h  IV  
L a t in  I V
M o d e rn  L a n g u a g e s
T r ig o n o m e t r y  —  S o lid  G e o m e try
P h y s ic s , C h e m is try
P h y s ic a l  Science
H o m e  E c o n o m ic s
S o c io lo g y
E c o n o m ic s
M u s ic  A r t

E n g lis h  IV  
L a t in
S ec re ta r ia l P ra c tic e  
I n d u s t r ia l  A r t  I I  
P h y s ic a l  Science 
A g r ic u l tu re  I I  
H o m e  E c o n o m ic s  
B o o k k e e p in g
S o c io lo g y  M u s ic  
E c o n o m ic s  A r t

♦Twice a week for two semesters. 
^Handbook, op .c it., p.49



CHAPTER V
ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION

Study of the history of the high schools indicates 
that many of the four-year high schools began as junior 
high schools or schools that had only ten grades. How
ever, the number of junior high schools is not constant. 
There are more schools involved than appear in the to
tals for the various years shown in Table 5 below. 
Schools will appear in the junior classification, per
haps for a year or two, and then drop back to the ele
mentary class. No doubt the depression in the 1930's 
was a factor in this shifting back and forth. An ef
fort was made to give the eighth grade graduates an
other year, or possibly two, without the expense of 
going away to high school. On the other hand it could 
have been dropped because of added expense.

TABLE 5
High School Organization *

No. of 
with 4 High Schools 

years
■“m r "

45
T9"30 "
53

"1940
43

"T93U
53

.175*
47

No. of 
with 3 High Schools 

years 6 0 8 1
No. of 
with 2

High Schools 
years 5 5 7 10 3

No. of 
with 1

High Schools 
year 3 13 18 3 1

Archdiocese of Dubuque (1923-1945, 1950 and 1958)
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Classification of High Schools
The classification of each high school in Table 6 

is the present classification, not as it may have been 
at the time of its inception. For example, five of 
the interparochial high schools in this Table were at 
one time parochial high schools; one is entirely new. 
Likewise some of the parochial high schools were at 
one time private academies that were taken over by the 
local parish. An example of this is St. Columkille’s 
High School in Dubuque. Until 1931 it was St. Vin
cent’s Academy for girls started by the Sisters of the 
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary in 1909.

There has always been a fair degree of clarity re
garding the distinction in the various kinds of Catho
lic high schools throughout the United States. The 
only exception to this is the teim Central Catholic 
high school, and within recent years, a committee 
under the direction of the Department of Education 
of the National Catholic Welfare Conference in Wash
ington, D. C. has tried to formulate uniform definit
ions of the different types of catholic high schools.

The term "Central”, it was thought, was too gen
eral with no definitely accepted meaning. To some it 
meant a high school which was the result of an endeav
or to provide a secondary education under Catholic
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TABLE 6
GLASSIFICATION OF HIGH SCHOOLS

School Classif ication
Alta Vista, St. William 
Bankston, St. Clement 
Bellevue, Marquette 
Cascade, St. Martin 
Cascade, St. Mary
Cedar Rapids, Immaculate Conception
Cedar Rapids, Mt. Mercy-
Cedar Rapids, RegisCedar Rapids, St. Patrick
Cedar Rapids, St. Wenceslaus
Charles City, Immaculate ConceptionCresco, Notre Dame
Dougherty, St. Patrick
Duhuque, Loras Academy
Duhuque, St. Columhkille
Duhuque, Immaculate Conception
Academy
Duhuque, St. Joseph Academy
Duhuque, Visitation Academy
Dyersville, Xavier
Elkader, St. Joseph
Elma, Immaculate Conception
Fairhank, Immaculate Conception
Fairfax, St. Patrick
Farley, St. Joseph
Garryowen, St. Patrick
Gilhertville, Don Bosco
Guttenherg, St. Mary
Holy Cross, Holy Cross
Independence, St. John
Ionia, St. Boniface
La Motte, Holy Rosary
Lansing, St. George
Marshalltown, St. Mary
Mason City, Holy Family
Mason City, St. Joseph
Monticell©, Sacred Heart
New Haven, St. Mary
New Vienna, St. Boniface

Parochial
Parochial
Interparochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Private
Interparochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
InterparochialParochial
Private
Parochial
Private
Private
Private
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
ParochialParochial
Parochial
Interparochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Interparochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
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TABLE 6- Continued

School Classification
North Washington, St. Mary 
Oelwein, Sacred Heart 
Ossian, De Sales 
Protivin, Rudolphinum 
Rockwell, Sacred Heart 
Ryan, St. Patrick 
St. Lucas, St. Luke 
Stacyville, Visitation 
Waterloo, Our Lady of Victory Academy
Waterloo, Sacred Heart Waterloo, St. Mary 
Waukon, St. Patrick 
Worthington, St. Paul

Parochial
Parochial
Interparochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial
Parochial



auspices, either hy means of endowment or hy combin
ing parochial or diocesan resources. To others it 
meant students from several parishes attending a 
parochial school which was under the control of one 
particular parish.

Father Carl J. Ryan, in his dissertation, The 
Central Catholic High School,'*' had the same problem 
in terminology in 1927. He tried to solve the prob
lem by looking for some common element that could 
be found in all the Catholic high schools that he 
had surveyed. That common element was found to be 
the effort of diocesan authorities to provide a 
secondary education by combining resources of several 
parishes rather than by relying on individual parish 
efforts.

Definitions of the different classes of high
Oschools given on page one of this survey were those

60

^Carl J. Ryan, op, cit., p. 4 
^cf. Appendix, p. 91.
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arrived at by the special committee mentioned above 
and found on the instruction sheet of the Secondary 
School Report."^ The word "Central" was not used. In 
its place is found "Diocesan" which is defined as a 
high school whose administration is under direct con
trol of a Diocesan Office of Education.

What was understood as a Central Catholic High 
School in the Archdiocese of Dubuque is now designat
ed as an Interparochial high school. It is defined 
as a high school whose administration is shared by two 
or more parishes.

The Directory of the Archdiocese of Dubuque, 1958^ 
uses the classification "Interparochial" in listing 
those schools that have been established with several 
parishes included in a central system.

Only three of the five types of high schools were 
checked among the fifty-one surveys returned. The two 
types that were not used by any schools were diocesan 
and institutional. It should be mentioned here that 
there was only one institutional high school found in 
the Archdiocesan records. That was Mt. St. Rose High

■^Instructions for filling out Secondary School Re
port, National Catholic Welfare Conference, Department 
of Education, Washington 5, D.C.

2Archdiocesan Directory, op.cit., pp. 38 and 39
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High School of the Good Shepherd Home in Dubuque 
which was discontinued within the last ten years.

Administration and Supervision
Figure 4 describes the administration and super

vision of the high schools of the Archdiocese of Duhu
que. The Most Reverend Archbishop is by nature of his 
office the official teacher of all Catholic education 
in his archdiocese. The administration and supervis
ion of the Catholic educational system are under his 
jurisdiction. Therefore all policies and practices of 
the schools are subject to his review and approval.

Because of the many demands made upon the Ordinary 
of a diocese, the head of the Bureau of Education, the 
superintendent of schools, is an important position. 
Educational leadership is largely in his hands. The 
Archbishop relies upon him very strongly to carry out 
the best education program possible for the youth of 
the Archdiocese and to keep him well informed on the 
progress of education.

The Archdiocesan Superintendent is appointed by 
the Archbishop. He is the representative of the Arch
bishop whose functions are listed in the Handbook of 
School Policies and Practices for the Archdiocese of



FIGURE 4
Administrative Organisation and Supervision

I Muffii Ai iftSTOBEST BODY STODE3T BODY STODEEÏ BODY Ov
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Dubuque . Some of these functions are:
1. To keep the Archbishop informed and to carry

out all his mandates concerning education»
2. To secure close co-operation with the Super

visors of religious communities teaching in the Arch
diocese with the well-being of the schools in mind»

3. To represent the schools of the Archdiocese 
with the state authorities, accrediting agencies and 
public schools.

4. To make out the school calendar, direct the 
selection of textbooks, courses of studies, curricu
lum guides, testing programs; and to sponsor insti
tutes, workshops and clinics for the professional 
growth of teachers»

5» To visit the schools and make recommendations to the pastor, superintendent and the principal.
6. To inaugurate and maintain policies which 

will keep the schools Catholic in purpose, content, 
method and achievement»

7» To issue bulletins and regulations stating 
and interpreting school policies and procedures»

8. To interpret State laws, especially in regard 
to teacher certification, accreditation and compulsory attendance »

The Bureau of Education is a corporation in the 
State of Iowa and is entitled to carry on legal matters 
in the same manner as any other corporation. There 
are lay members in the organization who are appointed 
by the Archbishop and carry out their duties in con
junction with the Archdiocesan Superintendent of schools.

i

^Handbook, op.cit» pp» 11-15»
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The pastor is ex-officio the administrative head 
of the parochial school which is the largest component 
of the Catholic school system of the Archdiocese. His 
office is most important, for upon him rests the re
sponsibility of financial support which is no small 
matter in a parochial school.

The superintendent in an interparochial high 
school is appointed by the Archbishop. He works with 
the Archdiocesan Superintendent, the local council of 
administration and the other officials of the school. 
His duties are quite similar to the office of pastor 
in a parochial school.

The principal holds an important office in a 
school. Some of her administrative duties are:^

1. To plan co-operatively with the faculty the 
application of the Catholic philosophy of education 
to every phase of the curriculum and co-curriculum.

2. To see that the bulletins and letters sent out 
from the Bureau of Education are promulgated.

3. To make the necessary arrangements with the pastor, chaplain or spiritual director for religious 
instructions, reception of the sacraments and participation in liturgical worship.

4. To issue regular reports to the pastor or 
superintendent on the educational status, physical 
needs and administrative problems of the school.

1Handbook » op. cit., pp. 13 & 14.



66

5. To hold conferences with those interested or 
involved in disciplinary problems such as the pastor, 
students, parents and teachers«

6. To he consistent and discreet in disciplinary 
decisions and to uphold the authority of the teachers«

7« To carefully draw up a calendar of co-curricu- 
lar activities for the year. She must carefully distinguish between essential and non-essential activit
ies and strive to maintain a balance among cultural, 
social and athletic activities.

8. To file the certificates and transcripts of 
all faculty members and to keep up-to-date cumulative 
records of pupils and to issue transcripts.

9. To order books, supplies, tests and other instructional materials.
10. To plan and record fire drills. To organize and enforce health rules, especially by co-operating 

with local agencies.
11. To oversee, in co-operation with the pastor 

or superintendent, the maintenance of the school build 
ing.

The supervisory duties of the principal include:^
1. To plan with committees or individual faculty 

members for professional meetings.
2. To discuss test results with teachers, parents 

and other interested personnel.
3. To examine report cards before distribution or mailing.
4. To arrange for attendance at institutes, con

ferences, workshops and other professional gatherings.
The office of principal is a very important one 

In the Report on High School Visitations by the Repre-

Handhook, op.cit., p„ 14
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sentative of Iowa Committee on Secondary School and
1College Relations, (1954-1955), the representative 

commented t h a t  th e  p r i n c ip a l s  o f  th e  C a th o l ic  h ig h  
schools that he visited were, as a whole, an unusually 

c om p e te n t g ro u p 0 I t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  t h a t  th e y  he  care
fully chosen for they often represent the faculty and 
the school with the Home-School Association, the Dads' 
and Mothers' Club, the Parent-Teacher Association and 
other organizations which are hy nature associated with 
the welfare of the school.

The h ig h  s c h o o ls  o f  th e  A rc h d io c e s e  o f  Duhuque  
have several types of supervision. According to the 
survey, all schools have a supervisor appointed hy the 
Mother General of the religious community teaching in 
that particular school. She is the official represen
tative of her community in educational matters and is 
the intermediator between her community and the arch
diocesan officials. She confers with the Archdiocesan 
Superintendent of schools on problems and works with 
him in co-ordinating policies and procedures and in
struction.

The high schools also have the experienced guid
ance o f  th e  A rc h d io c e s a n  S u p e r in te n d e n t  o f  s c h o o ls 9

^Report, op.cit., (1954-1955), p.8,h.
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who makes his visitation annually,, The periodic vis
its of the representatives of the State of Iowa are 
the third form of supervision listed on the survey»

The teachers constituting the faculty in the 
Catholic high schools are members of the diocesan 
priesthood, the sisters of the religious communities 
and the laity.

According to the Handbook, some of the duties 
of teachers are:^

1. To exercise charity and justice toward one an
other and toward all in authority. To be cautious of 
the harm done by needless gossip and loose talk,

2. To adhere to professional ethics in dealing with 
matters of a personal nature about an individual in school.

3. To participate in professional studies for the improvement of the school.
4. To advance personally in the knowledge of the 

subject areas being taught as well as in the methods 
of presentation through constant study and effort.

5. To submit to the principal for approval any 
notes sent to parents.

6. To make and submit promptly all required records 
including those of attendance and tardiness.

7. To follow the prescribed course of study and the 
policies in the Handbook.

8. When validly absent from her classroom to as
sign classwork for the period or the day.

lHandbook, op.cit, pp. 16 & 17.
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9. To handle discipline in the classroom referring 
o n ly  s e r io u s  p ro b le m s  to  h ig h e r  a u t h o r i t y * W e ll ta u g h t  
classes tend to reduce disciplinary problems*

10* To co-operate*
11* To see in every child before her the image of 

Christ*
All of the offices and groups of Supervision, 

(Figure 4) have been explained in detail in order to 
show how well the Catholic school system is supervised* 
Every individual, in no matter what capacity, is ful
filling his official duties that this end would be at
tained, namely the education of the pupil in his en
tirety, as a citizen in society and a future citizen 
of heaven*

In order that education of the whole man be
realized, the following is a list of those things ex-

1pected of youth in a Catholic high school:
1. The high school student must keep close to Our 

Lord in his prayers, the sacraments and the holy sac
rifice of the Mass* He must be upright in heart, in mind and in soul*

2* The high school student must spend time with 
his parents* The Catholic high school is interested 
in the preservation and development of the home life. 
She realizes full well her limitations for effective
ness on the youth when the home environment is not good.

3. The high school student must study* She recog-

Ĥandbook, op*cit*, pp, 19 & 20.
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nizes the need for intellectual development according 
to one's talents in order to achieve a goal in life. 
She realizes keenly her obligation to strive by all 
means to bring out the best that is in the child and 
insists on discipline that this might be accomplished.

4. The high school student must improve his abil
ity to communicate ideas. In his English classes he can learn to read understandingly, to think clearly 
and to write intelligibly. He has occasion to enter 
into discussions and may express his beliefs and at 
the same time respect the opinions of others.

5. The high school student is expected to start to 
think seriously about his goal in life. His school is 
ready to show him every interest and encouragement in choosing his vocation.

Accreditation
Most of the Catholic high schools in the Archdio

cese of Dubuque are accredited with the Iowa Committee 
on Secondary School and College Relations. This Com
mittee determines the standards and policies governing 
the approval of the majority of the secondary schools 
of the Archdiocese. A report is submitted to this Com
mittee annually before November 1. A representative of 
the Iowa Committee on Secondary Schools and College Re
lations makes a visit of inspection of the Catholic
high schools every two years after which a detailed re-

* . •port is submitted to the Archdiocesan Superintendent of 
schools.

Of the fifty-one Catholic high schools of the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque, there are only two that are not
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accredited with the above agency. These two were 
among the smallest schools listed. One evident fact 
was that they did not have the required number of high 
school teachers.

Six Catholic high schools of the fifty-one re
plying listed affiliation with the North Central As
sociation of Secondary Schools and Colleges, a regional 
association. Such membership is encouraged and high 
schools belonging to this Association are to be govern
ed by its recommendations. They are not, by virtue of 
such membership, exempted from compliance with the pol
icies and regulations of the Archdiocese.

From the Handbook of School Policies and Prac
tices for Secondary Schools of the Archdiocese of Dubu
que ,̂ it was learned that every high school holds mem
bership in the National Catholic Educational Associa
tion. The purpose of this Association is to remind all 
members, school officials and students alike, that the 
proper and immediate end of Christian education is to 
co-operate with divine grace in forming the true and 
perfect Christian.

To accomplish its objective, the Association en-

Ĥandbook, op,cit., p. 21.
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courages mutual helpfulness among Catholic educators 
in the entire training and developmental program both 
from a spiritual and temporal viewpoint.

Financial Support
The high schools of the Archdiocese of Dubuque 

are financed, either by parish funds with no tuition 
charged; by tuition and parish funds; or by tuition 
and some other means of defraying expenses. Illustra
tions of the last are often found in girls' academies. 
One such academy listed the Home-School Association 
and an annual magazine drive as sources of financial 
assistance. Another school included along with tui
tion the alumnae drive. From observation it is known 
that the alumnae donate a substantial sum periodically 
to maintain their alma mater,
f &1 .r>pi whofttL ftfir» ' liWBt 9 i i 1 over ¡>00Many of the parochial high schools that accept
students from neighboring parishes charge such boys 
and girls tuition. In some instances the pastor of 
the home parish of these individuals works out a plan 
for such tuition with the school, either paying it in 
full or a percentage of it.

The interparochial high schools are financed by 
assessments upon each parish, the assessment being de
termined by the size of the parish and its income.



Each parish meets this obligation in a way that the 
pastor and his trustees see will best produce the de
sired results. Each parish must also work out its own 
plan of transportation. In some cases, two or more 
parishes may work out a suitable arrangement for 
transportation that is most efficient and economical 
for all concerned.

Some of the interparochial high schools charge 
tuition which is kept to a minimum, and the balance of 
operating expenses is made up by an annual parish as
sessment, The superintendent must present a budget in 
May in order that the pastors may make plans for the 
collection of necessary money for the next school 
year. This is the plan carried out in the larger in
terparochial high schools. However a new interparoch
ial high school, whose enrollment will be over 500 
when it opens in September, 1959, does not intend to 
charge tuition but will bear all expenses by the assess
ment plan. In the smaller interparochial high schools, 
whose enrollments range from 140 to 250, it is more 
common that they do not charge tuition.

The parishes are not assessed according to the 
number of pupils from the parishes who are attending 
the interparochial high school. Such a policy might 
encourage low attendance at such schools for the ex-

73
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press purpose of keeping the annual share of the ex
pense at a low figure«,

Cooeducatioral Development 
Traditionally, Catholic educators have favored

A -2» •• £ x  <m a  f t  l a  i 9 Ti «1 rseparate schools for youth of high school age. Cir
cumstances have not always permitted that this ideal 
he realized. As a matter of fact, the number of seg
regated schools is small and is even growing smaller,
A good example of that can be found in the Archdio
cese of Dubuque, From the survey it can be seen that 
in 1910 there were eight private academies, seven for 
girls and one for boys. In September, 1959, there 
will be but one private academy for girls and none for 
boys. All other children of high school age in the
entire Archdiocese will be in coeducational schools,
ing x.■ for r#c offimexidat$.0 iis Is C&tln. ic high school

r 1 <;■ ■’ ! a:>.:■ ;■ ; ' ii hx

high si ho ole of Iktbseus,



CHAPTER VI
Summary and Conclusions

The main source for the data of this thesis is the 
survey hy questionnaire of the Catholic high schools of 
the Archdiocese of Dubuque. The one hundred percent 
return of completed questionnaires lends strength to 
the validity of the data. The study, however, would 
he incomplete unless the factual findings from State 
and Archdiocesan reports were incorporated, at least 
in summary fashion. Likewise, several studies on the 
Central Catholic high school have furnished a standard 
for observations and recommendations.

An attempt is made in this chapter to combine the 
results of the survey with written documentary material 
and personal experiences in order to establish a work
ing basis for recommendations in Catholic high school 
reorganizations.

Though the concepts of the Central Catholic and 
interparochial high schools have not been fully devel
oped in the body of the thesis, the presumption is 
that the brief treatment in this chapter will suffice 
for purposes of comparison and contrast with the Arch
diocesan high schools of Dubuque.
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Three general observations are made at the outset; 
the first is that it seems inadvisable to continue op
erations of many of the small high schools. There are 
at this writing thirty-three percent of the high 
schools of the Archdiocese of Dubuque with an enroll
ment of less than 100 students. The second observation 
is that since the State of Iowa is carrying on a vigor
ous program of reorganization of school districts, per
haps this is an opportune time for Catholics to appraise 
carefully their high school organization.

Thirdly, since fifty-four percent of the Catholic 
youth of the Archdiocese are in public schools, can 
anything be done by way of reorganization to provide 
high school classroom space for more than twice the 
number of students now attending Catholic schools?

Comparisons and Recommendations 
As a result of this study of the present status of 

the Catholic high schools of the Archdiocese, the 
writer has made some definite recommendations together 
with the advantages that should follow. With the real
ization that a wide diversity of opinion prevails on 
many points to be included, and that conditions vary 
from one community to another, it is not intended that 
one general recommendation be made for all the high
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schools of the Archdiocese. These conclusions are 
drawn after careful consideration with the belief that 
they are for the best interests of the high schools of 
the Archdiocese of Dubuque.

In most instances the high school that will best 
serve the Catholic people in the Archdiocese of Dubu
que is the interparochial high school. In unity there 
is strength. Two people can often perform the task 
that is impossible for one. It has been observed in 
several communities in the Archdiocese that when par
ishes united in a common cause of establishing one high 
school, they could provide Catholic education for their 
children where it would be impossible for a single par
ish to do so.

The following are some specific advantages to in
terparochial high schools.

1. The most important consideration in any pro
gram that is undertaken is the cost and the means 
available for financing it. School equipment is ex
pensive yet an up-to-date school is expected to have 
such equipment. When such equipment is provided in a 
high school with an enrollment of less than fifty, the 
percentage of return is too small for the investment 
made. This is especially true of science equipment.
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20 The demands and pleas for Sisters continue 
every year and Superiors would like to have their Sis
ters placed in schools where they can do the most good 
for the greatest numher0 If forty-one high school stu
dents require the services of three Sisters in one 
school, there will he large schools that will have to 
provide lay teachers because of their size and because 
the number of Sisters is limited. If, for example, a 
Catholic high school with an enrollment of 112 were in 
the neighborhood of the small school mentioned above, 
the two could combine and the total enrollment might be 
accommodated by the same faculty of four Sisters and 
one priest. Three Sisters could be relieved to work in 
another larger high school.

Parents realize that lay teachers must be provided 
since the number of religious is limited but it is gen
erally conceded that they are much more satisfied when 
their children have Sisters rather than laymen as teach
ers. Sister Mary Delrey, S.N.D. made an attitude sur
vey of the parents of children in six elementary 
schools in the Diocese of Cleveland in 1956. She show
ed that progress is being made in accepting the lay 
teacher in the Catholic school. She stated, however, 
that parents have become so accustomed to associating
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religious with Catholic schools in America that they 
expect their children to he taught hy them. In the 
event a lay teacher was assigned to teach a class in 
a parish school, a parent whose child was destined for 
that class often demanded a full explanation of the 
situation. She closed with the hope that her study 
would hasten the day when the lay teachers will he ac
corded his rightful role in the great cause of Chris
tian education of youth.^

Mention has already heen made that most religious
orders must limit the number of Sisters in one school
and have a regulation that every seventh or eighth
teacher required in a school must he a layman provided

2hy the pastor or superintendent. If a school has a 
faculty less than that number, they are unaffected hy 
this regulation. For this reason the number of Sis
ters in small high schools remains comparatively un
changed.

3. In interparochial high schools more lay teach
ers are made available. In one city of the Archdio-

^Sister Mary Delrey, S.N.Do "Attitude of Parents 
Toward Lay Teachers", Catholic Educational Review, LIV (Oct. 1956), pp. 459-466.

2Cf. pp. 31 & 32
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cese of Dubuque three parochial high schools are employ
ing a total of five lay teachers. When the five high 
schools combine into an interparochial high school, as 
they will in September, 1959, these five teachers will 
be available for employment in the new school. If they 
are not needed there, their services can be used by 
some other Catholic high school. The interparochial 
high school may be able to pay a better salary, and in 
that way attract better lay teachers.

4. Nearly every Catholic elementary school has 
expanded, even those that have small high schools as a 
part of their school system. To have the high school 
students from the crowded school removed to an inter
parochial high school will relieve the pressure and 
will mean that a more efficient elementary school can 
be operated.

5. The curriculum in the small high school is 
limited. The Report on High School Visitation by the Rep
resentatives of the Iowa Committee on Secondary Schools 
and College Relations (1956-1957)1, calls attention to 
the fact that the mean units offered in Catholic high 
schools during that school year were slightly less than

-*-State Report, op.cit., (1956-1957), p.3
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twenty. The extra-eurricular activities do not make up 
for the limited program of studies since such activities 
are few in the high schools with a small enrollment.

Improvements were recognized in the State Beport 
hut from the recommendations and comments it is clear 
that the State Department favors further developments. 
For example, in the field of fine arts the examiner re
gretted that so little was offered. Also where it was 
deemed impossible to offer physics and chemistry, the 
State report suggested that physical science might be a 
possibility. It would seem in this age with the need 
for better scientific knowledge that Catholic schools 
should concentrate on more than just a substitute for 
specific courses. Furthermore, a comparison of the cur
riculum for the small high school, and the large high 
school that is outlined in Figures 2 and 3^ will show 
how much more complete the science course is in the 
larger high school.

6. With the advance in education has come a broad
ened curriculum, largely by reason of specialization. 
This specialization is difficult, if not impossible, 
when a teacher in a small high school must teach many

^Figures 2 and 3 pp. 54 & 55
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subjects. She not only is unable to specialize in any 
one field but finds with the numerous subjects she has 
to teach each day that she is fortunate to find time 
for daily class preparation. Furthermore, accrediting 
agencies are demanding specific preparation in teach
ing fields. The practice of having a group studying 
in the same room in which a class recitation is taking 
place is frowned upon by the Iowa Committee on Second
ary School and College Relations but such conflict can 
hardly be helped if there are only two teachers in a 
high school.

7. It has already been shown what efforts have 
been made in providing an academic program and a gen
eral education program to reach the level of every stu
dent in a small high school.'*' Although the student is 
provided with the best program available for his future 
welfare, there is a limitation because of the small num
ber of students and teachers. If the high school were 
larger, a better foznn of grouping could be realized.

8. It was learned from the survey that two cf the 
high schools in the Archdiocese are not accredited by 
the State of Iowa or the North Central Association. The
very low enrollment would not warrant the added expense

i/0 Kepo r t , op .c i t » , \ i y©4— j p 4 4 • j,.

^Cf. Figure 2, page 54.
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of accrediting such high schools. The student graduat
ing from such a high school is at a distinct disadvan
tage. The graduate may have every intention of termin
ating his education upon completion of high school hut 
no one is certain what he will do in the future, and 
goals that are not even thought of at graduation may he 
unattainable later because his high school credits are 
not recognized. If Catholic children are required to 
attend Catholic schools, they are entitled to recog
nition of their work.

9. The physical education program of the small 
Catholic high school in many instances is not fully 
balanced. The State report for 1954-1955 indicated 
that too frequently the program is one that develops 
greater skills in those students who are already sup
eriorly endowed.^ The 1956-1957 State report recogniz
ed the physical education program to be adequate in 
those schools where the Diocesan Course of Study in 
Physical Education was being utilized. Not all the 
schools were using this course and in those schools 
that were not using it, emphasis seemed to be upon tejam 
sports and a lesser emphasis on physical education.* 2

IState Report, op.cit.,(1954-1955) p.4,1
2State Report, op.cit.,(1956-1957) p.2.



84

Lack of facilities often makes it difficult for a var
ied program in physical education to he realized.
Trained personnel are often lacking too. No one can say 
that any particular one is to hlame for a poor physical 
education program if facilities and equipment are not 
available and hiring a physical education director is 
impossible on the limited budget of the school. It may 
be debated that athletics are over-emphasized but it 
will be hard to attract students if they are not pro
vided in a school. When small parishes are combined 
in an interparochial high school, necessary equipment 
and instructions are more easily obtained.

10. Larger high schools result in more and keen
er competition. Such competition is an asset to a boy 
or girl who has to work in a larger group for achieve
ment. A modern Educational Psychology text demonstrat
es how necessary competition is for success. The state
ment is made by the authors that competition operates 
as one of the outstanding incentives in school learn
ing. Competition gets its strength from the ego and 
social needs of the individual who comes to value his 
place in a particular group or groups, and strives to
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maintain that place or better it.^ If that group is 
small, as it would he in some of these Catholic high 
schools, the individual's place will not have the val
ue that it would have if the group were larger. Neith
er will there he a threat to that place in the group if 
there are few to compete. Furthermore, the larger the 
group the more assured will he the self confidence of 
the high school pupil. Numerous studies support the 
view that children, at least in American culture, will 
learn and perform when there is an optimal amount of 
friendly rivalry within the group.

11. In the smaller high schools administrative 
and supervisory work is often more difficult. The per
son responsible for administration and supervision 
must oftentimes he a full-time teacher. In a larger 
system the principal could he relieved of the class
room load and spend more time in the position of super
vising and co-ordinating all activities of the school. 
Furthermore, visiting supervisors find travelling from 
one small town to another very time consuming. Central 
locations of larger high schools would obviate this.

■*-Glenn Myers Blair, Ph.D., R„ Steward Jones,PH.D.
& Ray H. Simpson, Ph.D., Educational Psychology, (New 
York, The Macmillan Company), 1956, pp 178-182.
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Geographical Reorganization 
The interparochial high schools of the Archdio

cese of Dubuque now total six. Two more will he added 
to this number in September 1959„ Figure 1 shows the 
location of these schools.^ The following suggestions 
are made for consideration of other locations for in
terparochial high schools throughout the Archdiocese. 
These are suggested consolidations indicated on Figure

O5. Some of these have been proposed in State Reports.
In Cascade there are two parochial high schools. 

Their combined enrollments total 216. In the vicinity 
of Cascade there are three schools, one four-year high 
school, one three-year high school and one elementary 
school. According to the enrollments of all these high 
schools in 1958 there is a total of 270 students, enought
for one fairly large high school.

In the vicinity of Farley there are four schools 
that might be combined. The total enrollment is about 
150 students.

Holy Cross, which has a new high school, would be 
centrally located for about four or five parishes and 
could easily realize a total enrollment of 200 high

■^Figure 1, p„32
2State Report, op. cit., (1956-1957) pp. 1 & 2.



FIGURE 5
Present Interparochial High Schools and Proposed Consolidations
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school students.
Waukon which has an enrollment of 119 in high 

school is ideally located to serve five country parishes. 
The Waukon Catholic high school would have an approximate 
enrollment of 200.

Manchester is centrally located to serve about five 
parishes. There is an elementary school at Manchester 
hut no high school. The only parochial high school in 
that area is at Ryan which is ten miles south hut it 
would not he as accessible to as many parishes as would 
Manchester.

In the vicinity of Alta Vista are four small high 
schools. The total enrollment is 213 students. The 
State Report’*' stated that one school in this vicinity 
should take care of all four.

In the Mason City area are two parochial high 
schools whose enrollments total 216. No doubt the out
lying parishes in the Mason City area would increase 
this number considerably.

The Charles City parochial high school might be 
thought of as a possibility for serving a few neighbor
ing parishes. The number would be small though for the 
parishes are some distance apart.

^State Report, op.cit. , (1956-1957), p.l
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Marshalltown could he a central location to serve 
some of the parishes in that deanery,, There is only 
one parochial school and three elementary schools in 
the whole deanery.

In the western part of the Archdiocese the schools 
are few and far between. The area is not as well devel
oped from the standpoint of parochial schools. It is 
difficult to see how a practical program of interparo- 
chial high schools could he planned for this section of 
the Archdiocese. The one possibility in the northwest
ern comer of the Archdiocese might be Gamer where 
there is now a Catechetical School with an enrollment 
of 223 pupils. Britt, Duncan and Forest City might com
bine with Gamer for an interparochial high school.

These recommendations may not be entirely feasible 
as they are here presented. Perhaps those on the scene 
in the parishes involved will not agree and would pos
sibly group schools in a better way. To some of the 
pastors an interparochial high school may seem to be 
entirely out of the question. Yet, these considerations 
should not be dismissed without a hearing. It is true 
that reorganization may not take place immediately but 
at the same time planning should not be put off indef
initely.
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Many parishes have heen supporting their own high 
schools for well over half a century. These parishes 
that are truly the pioneers in Catholic education are 
to he congratulated,, Surely what they have heen able 
to support hy themselves through all these years can 
he supported hy the number of parishes that combine in
to one interparochial high school system.

E N D
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December 11, 1958

(Addressed to the 
high school principals)
I am in need of information about your high school 
and other Catholic High Schools of the Archdiocese 
of Dubuque in order to satisfy the requirements for 
a dissertation at Creighton University» I shall be 
most grateful for the information asked for in the 
enclosed questionnaire»
To make a comparative study of the development of 
the Catholic High Schools in the Archdiocese, I 
shall be required to ascertain partial history of 
your school and that of the other schools of the 
Archdiocese»
I have discussed the matter with Msgr. Justin A» 
Driscoll of the Archdiocesan Bureau of Education 
and he has encouraged me in this project» In the 
event you wish to confer with Msgr» Driscoll before 
writing me, I am sure you will find him most coop
erative.
I realize that the information that I am seeking may 
not be readily available and that you will need to 
do a bit of searching, hut I shall he profoundly 
grateful for whatever assistance you can give me on 
your high school» I am also optimistic in hoping 
that, perhaps during the Christmas vacation, you can find time to fill it out and return it to me.
In that way I shall be able to compile the require- 
ed report within the time given me» I have a dead
line to meet and you can help me immeasurably if 
you will return it to me by Jan» 3» For your con
venience I have enclosed a self addressed, stamped 
return envelope»
May God bless you in your mission of teaching the 
children that He has entrusted to you» May you 
continue to reap the fruit of your labors in turn-
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ing out young Christian men and women who will he a 
credit to their country, their school and to their 
Gode

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Wm0 P c Leonard
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Principal
School___
City_____

Return to:
Rev. Wm„ P. Leonard 
3601 N. 65 St.
Omaha 4, Nebr.

A Comparative Study of the Development of Catholic 
High Schools in the Archdiocese of Duhuqne.

Origin
1. Please indicate the date of origin of your highschool_______________

Classification
2. Please indicate the Classification(s) which your 

high school held during the years.
a. ________________ „ Private, a private school is
one whose administration is the responsibility of 
a religious or private corporation under the approv
al of the Ordinary.
h._________________ . Parochial. A parochial school
is one whose administration is the responsibility of a single parish.
c. ______________.Diocesan. A Diocesan school is
one whose administration is under direct control of 
a Diocesan Office of Education.
d.  . Interparochial. An Interparo-
chial school is one whose administration is shared by two or more parishes.
e .  _________ . Institutional. An Institution-
al school is one that is part of a child-care in
stitution, e.g. orphanages, Good Shepherd Home, etc.

Change of Classification
3. Please explain if your school has changed from one 

of these types to another.
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Accreditation
4. Please indicate the history of accreditation of 

your high school.

State (State of Iowa, Iowa Committee on Second
ary Schools and College Relations)

Regional (North Central Association).

Financial Support
5. Please indicate present method of financing high 

school; also indicate any development or change in procedure.

Curriculum
6. Please check those subjects taught in your high school.
___General Mathematics___Algebra 1
___Algebra 11
___Geometry
___Trigonometry
___General Science___Biology

Physics^
___Chemistry
___Typing ( 1,__11)___Bookkeeping
___Agriculture
___Religion.
Please list below any

___English, 1,11,111, & IV
___World Geography
___World History

American History
Latin
French

___Sp ani sh
___German
___Arts

Music ___Vocal
___Instrumental

___Practical or Industrial
Arts.

other courses.

Please indicate if an arrangement exists between your 
high school and the local public high school for cour
ses that you do not offer. _____. Please list such
courses.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Textbooks

7* Please indicate what provision is made for text
books for your schoolB
_____Supplied by school* _____  Rental basis*
_____Paid for by children*

Personnel

8* Please indicate the number of teachers employed 
in your high school*
_____Sister, _____Brothers, _____  Priests,
_____Lay*
How long have lay teachers been employed in your 
school?

9* If your high school has existed more than 10 years 
you may find it convenient to use 5 year intervals 
if less than 10 years, please list enrollment for 
each year*

Boys Girls Total
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Coeducation Development

1 0 o  Please indicate if your school has changed from 
non-coeducational to coeducational0

Supervision

11. What type of Diocesan Supervision does your high 
school have?

Is there any other type of supervision?



-

’ i. f f f l n j f f t .(I L v» n # T
iXlliiMWltu V'> k .» . * viift/f m t n. \ Jv& & ?■ %.

i>, t

‘ ' ‘ ' ■=! V i’ u ,  S-V, i  -
im p a & fi*  R ay  H . . A? h .  D ,

■ a >. C-* * 1» ĵ i a  j ), v
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Feb» 12, 1959

Addressed to the high school principals)

First of all let me thank you for the information you 
gave me in the questionnaire that I sent you in De
cember,, Now, just one more favor, Sister» Could you 
give me the number of high school students that drive 
to school each day? It will have significance in my 
thesis and that is why I have to write to you again» 
Write the number at the bottom of this letter if it 
will be more convenient for you»
Many thanks again, Sister. May God bless you always»

Sincerely yours in Christ,
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