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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Nineteenth century America offered few opportunities 
for adult education and cultural enrichment until two movements 
emerged— the Lyceum and the Chautauqua. They developed separate

ly and yet were closely intertwined. Both movements were at one 
time widespread over the nation and were considered permanent 
and extremely significant institutions of popular education. 

Purpose of the Study
This study examines the Chautauqua and Lyceum movements 

as they developed in one small part of the country— Pottawattamie 
County, Iowa. Since Iowa is often called the heart of these 

movements, it is an important place to observe them in action. 

Although a great deal has been written on both subjects, much 
can be learned by study of specific localities. Pottawattamie 
County in many ways is a good example of the Chautauqua and 
Lyceum and in other ways it differs from the national picture. 
Method of Research

The first stage of research was the compilation and 
study of available secondary sources. Magazine articles and 
books written by persons directly involved were helpful.
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Personal interviews with Council Bluffs and Oakland citizens who 
remember the events provided leads to primary materials. The 

historical files in the Council Bluffs Public Library were 
examined. However, the major sources were period newspapers 
from several Pottawattamie County communities. Advertising, 
news reports and editorials concerning the Chautauqua and Lyceum 
were studied.

Related Literature
Books and Periodicals.— The bibliography appended to this 

study reveals only a fraction of the materials available on the 
Chautauqua and Lyceum. General histories usually make some 
mention of both. Cultural histories, such as Curti's Growth of 
American Thought, devote more attention to them. However, in 
general, historians have not recorded the magnitude of the 
Chautauqua and Lyceum during the period.

Men directly involved, such as Harry Harrison, Paul 

Pearson, Louis Alber and Charles Horner, wrote of their views 
and experiences. Also, performers such as Gay MacLaren, Albert 
Wiggam, Charles Sheldon and William Jennings Bryan wrote their 
share of personal insights and colorful recollections. Many of 
the major speakers of the Chautauqua and Lyceum platform have 
been discussed in books such as The Trumpet Soundeth. Paul Glad's 
study of William Jennings Bryan and Acres of Diamonds. Robert 

Shackleton's analysis of Russell Conwell. Both of the famous 

speeches, Bryan's "Prince of Peace" and Conwell's "Acres of
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Diamonds” are often included in anthologies, along with speeches 

by other headliners.
However, the most helpful source for understanding what 

the Chautauqua movement meant to the people of its time is The 

Chautauauan. This magazine was published from 1880 until 191^ 

when it merged with The Independent. It is available at both the 

Council Bluffs and Omaha Public Libraries.
Graduate Research.— Some graduate work has been done in 

this field. James Kelso at Harvard and Robert Martin at North

western both wrote on the early lyceum. Mary Graham at Ohio 

State University studied the lyceum in Ohio. James McBath at 

Northwestern analyzed the speeches of the Chautauqua Assembly.

Roy Tozier and Donald Graham, both at the University of Iowa, 

wrote on the Chautauqua as a Middle Western social institution. 

Melvin Miller at Michigan State studied the operation of the 

circuit Chautauqua in Michigan. Finally, Dan Wilcox at the 

University of Nebraska discussed the implications of Chautauqua 

for education in Nebraska.
Newspapers.— Nine newspapers were published in Potta

wattamie County in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries. These papers were in the communities of Council Bluffs, 

Oakland, Avoca, Neola, Carson, Treynor, Walnut and Underwood.

Tto CcnnfflU- Bffffg and Jhe, gfflnffill, flemqcrfttis
Globe are both available on microfilm at the Council Bluffs Public 

Library. The Iowa State Historical Library in Des Moines also
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has The Nonpareil» The office of The Oakland Acorn has files 

of the paper since November, 1910 'while the Iowa Historical 

Library has files since 1916. The Avooa Journal-Herald since 
1916 is available only at the State Historical Library. The Neola 

Gazette-Reporter up to 1921 is also available there. The back 

files of The Carson Critic were victims of the zeal of a World 

War II paper drive. Fortunately, the State Historical Library 

has microfilmed issues from 1910 to 19^3• The Trevnor Record 

files are located in the basement of the Treynor post-master's 
home, but they have very little in them about the Chautauqua or 

lyceum. The files of The Walnut Bureau are located in the present 

office of the newspaper. The Underwood paper was preserved by 

the State Historical library for only three years, 1909 to 1911«
Collections.— The Council Bluffs Public library has a 

very interesting historical room. Its collections of Chautauqua 

materials include several pictures of the Council Bluffs Assem

blies of 1S89-1S92 and copies of official programs. Moreover, 

there are issues of The Entertainment Bureau, a Council Bluffs 

publication which contains Chautauqua news.

Most of the files of the Redpath Chautauqua were donated 

to the Special Collections Department of the University of Iowa 

library. They are in large cardboard boxes and are unclassified. 

The materials of the large Redpath-Horner system were lost in a

^Charles F. Horner, Strike the Tents (Philadelphia: 
Dorrance and Company, 195*0» P* 27«
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The Iowa State Historical Library has a special collection 

from the Fairfield Chautauqua, an Assembly of long standing in 

Fairfield, Iowa.

Presentation of the Study
The findings of this study are presented in three parts. 

First, the background of the Chautauqua and Lyceum movements in 

the United States is reviewed with some special references to 

Iowa. Then the history of the movements in Pottawattamie County, 

Iowa is examined. Finally, there are some observations made in 

summary.



CHAPTER II

THE LYCEUM AND CHAUTAUQUA MOVEMENTS

The combined history of the Iyceum and Chautauqua move

ments covers the years from 1826 to the present. The Iyceum 

is the older and developed separately until growth of local 

Chautauquas tied the two together. Both movements enjoyed wide

spread fame nearly forgotten by the present generation. Both 

were born to fill a need for popularizing education.

The nineteenth century sorely lacked educational 

opportunities for adults.^ Magazines were inferior, public

libraries were yet to appear, books were high priced and colleges
2were for the few. The Iyceum and Chautauqua sought to provide 

culture and education involving more than one-third of the 

population as they did so.^ They challenged the conventional 

notion that learning was an affair only for the regular schools

-*-David E. Weischadle, "Chautauqua: An Experience in 
Adult Education," The Education Digest. January, 1969, P* ^7*

^W. P. Norwin, "Citadel of Christian Culture," American 
Mercury. July, 1929, p« 366.

^Edna Erie Wilson, "Canvas and Culture," Outlook.
August 9, 1922, p. 600.
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and confined to youth. James Truslow Adams insisted that no

movements were more truly American, illustrating that "spark for
2something better•”

The Lyceum

As the Iyceum movement spread throughout New England, 

varied opinions arose. Ralph Waldo Emerson called it "The New 

Church" and Theodore Parker proclaimed it "The New Sehoolhouse." 
But Henry David Thoreau had reservations about a system that
required a thinker to please the people. These doubts were

3expressed by others of later periods as well. However it de

veloped, the Iyceum began as an ideal of education. The vision 

of Aristotle visiting with students as he strolled in his grove, 

called a "Iyceum," was an inspiration to idealists.

Beginnings.— The Iyceum idea was born in the brain of a 

Connecticut farmer's son with an intense interest in science. 

Josiah Holbrook published his manifesto for lyceums in the 

American Journal of Education and founded the first one himself
ij.in 1826. Holbrook organized forty farmers and mechanics into

"''Harrison John Thornton, "Chautauqua in Iowa," Iowa 
Journal of History 50 (April, 1952), 97-

^James Truslow Adams, Erontigrg gf J lmerican ,Culture 
(New York: Charles Scribners' Sons, 19*+*0, p. 152.

3John B. Wilson, "Henry Thoreau's 'Village School'," 
Adult Education 15 (Autumn, 196*0, 20.

^Carl Bode, The American Lyceum;Town Meeting of the Mind 
(New York: Oxford University, 1956), pp. 8-13. (Hereafter 
referred to as American Iyceum.)
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the Millbury Branch Number One of the American Iyceum in Massa

chusetts.'1' He planned mutual instruction in the sciences and
2useful knowledge at the grass roots level. From that beginning 

the idea spread rapidly until by 1834, three thousand of these 

community organizations had been formed, many by Holbrook himself. 

Particularly active and famous Iyeeums were established in Boston 

and Concord involving Daniel Webster and Henry David Thoreau.^

At first the Iyceum was a discussion group with an 

occasional lecture by local members. Some lecturers acquired 

reputations and were invited to other communities. The result 
was the professional lecturer such as Ralph Waldo Emerson. It

was then only a small step to the development of the lecture
4bureau to handle arrangements.

The Post-Civil War Lyceum.— In 1868, an ambitious young 
journalist, James Redpath, developed the idea of a bureau to 
service community ¡Lyceums. Mark Twain was one of his first 

attractions, but Twain was soon joined by other prominent

■'"Truman H. Talley, "The Chautauquas— An American 
Achievement," World’s Work. June, 1921, p. 173*

2Rpd©f American Lyceum, p. 11.

^Eduard C. Linderaan, "After ¡Lyceums and Chautauquas,
What?" Bookman. May, 1927, p* 246.

^Glenn Frank, "The Parliament of the People," Century. 
July, 1919, p. 407.
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speakers and "the star system" was born« Redpath had educational 

goals, but he wanted to entertain his audience as well« Eventually,

there were fewer scholars lecturing and more inspirational speakers
2and entertainers on lyceum programs.

The Twentieth Century Lyceum«— The movement which began 

as an open and public forum for "mutual education" became a 

flourishing commercial booking agency in the twentieth century.

The Redpath company predominated although many others appeared.

A winter’s "course" was set up, including five or six events, and 

sold to a representative group in a community for a set price.

This group's sponsorship was for the benefit of the community 

culture, not for a profit. The terms "lyceum" and "lecture 
course" were often interchanged to describe these programs which

included entertainers, musicians and lecturers and were scattered
3throughout the winter. 1

1Harry P. Harrison, Culture Under Canvas (New York: 
Hastings House, 1958), pp. 32-33»

^Mark Lee Luther, "The Bygone lyceum," Dial. November 1, 
1898, p. 293»

3Horner, Strike The Tents, p. 32.
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A sample bill looked something like the following:
1

THE CITIZENS 

ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE 

FIVE SUPERB

ATTRACTIONS

For the Season 1911-1912 
Seat Sale Starts Oct. 20 

CALVIN’S SHOE STORE

THE ANITAS
A Singing Orchestra NOV. 6

EDWARD AMHERST OTT
The Purposeful Orator JAN. 10

WILLIAM RAINEY BENNETT
Lecturer and Entertainer FEBR. 27

STRICKLAND GILLIAN 
Poet and Humorist MAR. 15

MENDELSSOHN MAI£ QUARTET 00. APR. 22
Season Tickets $1.00

•^French Strother, "The Great American Forum,” World1s 
Work. September, 1912, p. 563*
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When communities began to develop Chautauquas they looked to the 

lyceum Bureaus to provide talent* From then on, the goals, 

personnel and activities of the Chautauqua and lyceum became 

intermingled. Soon the pattern of community culture established 

itself into "lyceum in the winter— Chautauqua in the summer."

In spite of opera houses having similar events, lyceum and 

Chautauqua entertainment was considered superior to other pro

grams and somehow "educational." Every self-respecting community 

considered it a matter of pride to have a lyceum if it did not 

have a Chautauqua. Many had both. Numerous professional 

entertainers and lecturers earned their living on the platform 

the year around and were under contract to perform at both Iyceums 

and Chautauquas.^

The lyceum was popular and widespread. Statistics tell

the story. In 1905 almost every state supported at least one
2hundred lyceum courses. In 1912 ten thousand lyceum courses 

were held with about five million people involved.-^ In 1914 

there were fifteen thousand with six million people attending * 2

^ a y  MacLaren, Morally We Roll Along (Bostons little, 
Brown and Co., 1938)» P* 38.

2Paul M. Pearson, "The Modern lyceum, Its Growth and 
Mission," Iippincott. December, 1905» P« ?44.

^Strother, "The Great American Forum," p. 553»

^Frank W. McClure, "The Chautauqua of Today," The 
American Review of Reviews. July, 1914, p. 58.
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and in 1923 some thirty-five million Lyceum tickets were sold. 

The Iycetun movement never really died completely, it simply took 

other names and other forms. Local Lyceum committee activities 

were the seeds of the modern lecture-concert series. Eventually 

the original function of adult education was taken over by 

extension course^ in-service training, vocational and night 

schools.2
The Philosophy of the Lyceum.— The gospel of the Lyceum

movement was retained from its earliest days and was expressed

by the desire for "personal improvement."3 The passion for

culture, uplift and wholesome entertainment can be seen in the

creed published in The Lyceum World:

We believe that the Lyceum and the Chautauqua Assemblies 
have a mission in the moral, intellectual, social and 
religious life of the American nation. We believe that 
the people doing Lyceum and Chautauqua work are contri
buting towards the moral enlightenment and happiness of 
the people by bringing them messages of good cheer, 
sound thought, pure entertainment and uplifting amuse
ment. . . .  working hand in hand with the Christian 
forces of our nation...promoting the life of the com
munity in Body, Mind and Soul. 1 2

1Bruce Bliven, "Mother, Home, Heaven," The New Republic. 
January 9, 192^, p. 173»

2Bode, American Lyceum, p. 250.

» P* 32.

^Fred C. Kelly, "What 20,000 People Like to Hear," 
American Magazine. June, 1919, P> 33«
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The Lyceum in Iowa. — The Lyceum movement spread with the 
country’s westward expansion as eastern migrants brought their 

cultural institutions with them. When the Lyceum was still in 
its earliest stages in the 1840s, debating societies called 
"lyceums" were formed in towns such as Davenport, Dubuque, Iowa 
City and Muscatine.^- In the 1850s lecture courses also were
held in Keokuk and Burlington. Local lectures were sponsored

2as far west as Sioux City. Some of the Redpath Bureau’s most 

famous speakers such as Horace Mann, Ralph Waldo Emerson,
Wendell Phillips, Mark Twain, Henry Ward Beecher and P. T. Barnam

3appeared in Iowa. Emerson made several visits to the Davenport 

Lyceum.^ As the movement grew Iowa was considered one of the 

most fertile fields for Lyceums. In 1905, when most states had 
about one hundred Lyceums, Iowa had more than four hundred, 
more than any other state.^ The Lyceum lecture course in winter 
and the Chautauqua assembly in the summer became a well-established 

pattern in Iowa,̂  * 2

•̂Bode, American Lyceum, p. 98.
2Ibid.. p. 176.
^Hubert H. Hoeltje, "Lecturing in Iowa, 1855-1885,"

Iowa Journal of History and Politics 25 (January, 1927), 73*
^Hubert H. Hoeltje, "Ralph Waldo Emerson in Iowa,"

Iowa Journal of History and Politics 25 (April, 1927), 236.
^Pearson, "The Modern Lyceum," p. 7^*
^Edgar R. Harlan, The People of Iowa. Volume II

(Chicago: American Historical Society, 1931), P* 165*
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Like the Lyceum various attitudes were expressed con

cerning the Chautauqua in its many forms. Some declared it was 

a great leaven of thought and cultural advancement while others 

proclaimed it ’’harmless intellectual meringue for the yokels.”1 

William Jennings Bryan declared it a ’’potent factor in molding 

the mind of the nation”^ while Sinclair Lewis dismissed it as 

empty-headed nothingness. Teddy Roosevelt called it ’’the most 
American thing in America” while others thought of it as ’’organ
ized hokum— sired by Sunday Schools and damned by Vaudeville. 

Whatever its success, education was the goal of the movement.

The Indians probably had no educational vision in mind when they 

gave a lake a name which describes its appearance. ’’Chautauqua” 

means simply ’’bag tied in the middle.”̂  At any rate, Chautauqua, 

New York became, for a time, one of the most famous places in 

the nation.^

1Roland W. Baggott and Philip McKee, "Chrisitan Culture, 
RFD,” Outlook and Independent. August 5. 1931. P* kk6.

^William Jennings Bryan, ’’The Nation-Wide Chautauqua,” 
Tfr? July 6, 1914, p. 21.

^Marian Johnson Castle, ’’Chautauqua, The Intellectual 
Circus,” Forum. June, 1932, p. 37k.

^Talley, ’’The Chautauquas, ” p. 174.

^Joseph E. Gould, The Chautauqua Movement (State Uni
versity of New York, 1961), p. 3*
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Beginnings.— The Chautauqua movement began in the late 

nineteenth century when John Heyl Vincent, a Methodist minister, 

met Lewis Miller, an Akron, Ohio businessman. Vincent, who was 

a self-educated man and had once been a circuit rider, found all 

dullness distasteful. He was distressed by the mediocre teaohing 

in the Sunday School and had tried to institute a correspondence 

course for teachers.^- Lewis Miller, a deeply religious man, 

was on the Board of Trustees of a defunct campground in a 

beautiful grove of trees at Fair Point, Lake Chautauqua. When 

Vincent proposed a summer institute for training Sunday School

teachers in the city of Akron, Miller persuaded him to use the
2grounds in New York instead. In this way two movements which 

indicated increased religious interest, the Sunday School and

the Camp Meeting, were joined and the Chautauqua movement was
3born.

The Chautauqua Assembly.— The first Chautauqua Assembly 

opened August 12, 18?^ and lasted sixteen days. Forty students 

who paid a fee of six dollars each were enrolled and the season

^-Talley, "The Chautauqua," p. 17^.

^Harrison, Culture Under Canvas, pp. 39-^1•

-̂ R. B. Tozier, "A Short Life History of the Chautauqua," 
American Journal of Sociology 40 (July, 193*0» 69*



16

was considered a success.^ Vincent was the superintendent of 

instruction. He led the singing and prayers and taught classes.

He called his experiment a ’’protracted Sunday school institute

held in the woods,*’ its first object being ”to bring science
oand literature to the support of Christianity.” Illustrating

Vincent's creativity was his building of Palestine Park to help

teach geography. A huge relief map of Palestine which people

could walk over was fashioned out of earth and rock. It was

later expanded to include a large model of Jerusalem, a Jewish

tabernacle, an oriental house and the Great Pyramid. Often he
3had people appear there in costumes.

The Sunday School Institute expanded as rapidly as 

Vincent's horizons and became non-sectarian in its many offerings. 

The eleventh day of the Assembly of 1877 is typical:
6:00 a.m. Morning bells
6:40 Prayers
7:00 Breakfast
11:00 Lecture: Rev. Joseph Crook

"New England Skepticism”
2:00 Pantomime Lecture of Bible Stories: 

Prof. S. L. Green (deaf-mute) of 
Belleville, Ontario

4:00 4th Normal Class

■'•Victoria Case and Robert Case, We Called It Culture 
(Garden City, New York: Doubleday and Co., Inc., 1948), p* 13»

^Hjalmer Hjorth Boyesen, "The Chautauqua Movement,” 
Cosmopolitan. June, 1895» P* 149»

3"Chautauqua,” Harper’s Magazine. August, 1879, p* 353»
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5:00

Conductors Meeting 
Hebrew
Primary Class Papers #6:

7:00

Mrs. G. R. Alden 
"Simple Blackboarding" 

hth Even-tide Conference:

8:00
Reverend B. T. Vincent 

Concert by Apollo Club of New York 
Night Bells^10:00

William Rainey Harper, later the first President of the Univer

sity of Chicago, became the Educational Director of Chautauqua 

and he included many secular studies. Vincent concurred stating

that the institution was founded for "an enlarged recognition of
2the world." The charismatic Vincent drew many important people 

to the Chautauqua Institute until it became known the world over. 

People gravitated there to help develop its educational program, 

to lecture, to think, to discuss new ideas and to absorb culture. 

An idea considered so respectable and valuable invited imitation.

The Independent Assemblies.— Soon other communities 

sought to bring cultural enlightenment to their own areas. By 

1900 over two hundred copies were scattered around the country. 

While these assemblies had no official connection with the New 

York Assembly, they used the name "Chautauqua" and patterned 

themselves after the "mother" institution. Each had its pa

vilion, camping facilities and grove of trees, usually by a 

body of water. In this "tent city" there would be, among other

IjbM., p. 357-

2Frank E. X. Dance, "Speech and Adult Educations A 
Nexus," Adult Education lh (Spring, 196*0, 153*
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things, reading courses, Bible study, demonstrations of useful 

arts, discussion of current affairs and musical events.1 
Recognition days for graduates of the Chautauqua reading program 
were usually a part of the Assembly. Often a leader of the New 

York Assembly would come to deliver the graduation speech.

These assemblies either looked to the Iyceum Bureaus to 

supply their programs or they chose their personnel and made 

individual contracts. Both methods were expensive and hard to 

coordinate with schedules. When these assemblies ceased to be 

novel, they often failed due to financial difficulties. Most of 

those remaining when the circuit Chautauqua became successful
peither were just another stop on the circuit or were discontinued.''

The Home Reading Plan.— Vincent's "Home Reading Plan"

was another expansion of Chautauqua ideals and a potent force in
adult education. A self-educated man, he sensed that ability was
wasted for lack of direction. He thought schools were really

educating a minority and that a home-reading plan could bring as
much higher education as possible to those who wished the 

3opportunity. Vincent said of his plan, "It is a school for

Iprank Luther Mott, "tfy Chautauqua Memories," Palimpsest 
43 (May, 1962), 210-211.

^J. William Terry, "How About Chautauqua?" Overland 
and Out West Magazine. July, 1924, p. 310.

3Frank Chapin Bray, "Chautauqua: The Largest Institution 
for Higher Education in the World," Chautauauan. July, 1902, p. 354.
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people out of school who can no longer attend school, a college 

for everyone* s home and leads to the dedication of everyday life 

to educational purposes."'*'
In August, 18?8, the plan was announced. It featured a 

prescribed four-year curriculum carefully prepared by experts 

to bring a ’'college outlook." Upon completion, the reader was 
entitled to a diploma, either presented on "recognition day" at 

a Chautauqua Assembly or sent by mail. Those who pursued 

special courses and passed examinations in art, history, litera

ture and science were entitled to special seals on their diplomas. 

Graduates were part of a national alumni association. Graduate 

courses were also available. By November, 1878 eight thousand 
people representing all the states and territories had enrolled

Ofor Vincent's course. The first course included eight texts:

John Richard Green, Short History qf tfcg. feifflisji Pgogla.
J. P. Mahaffs, Q M  SXfigk X4£&*
Stanford Brooks, English ifl-tgrafattfi.
Henry White Warren, Recreations in Astronomy.
John Hurst, Outline sL gjfcla 
Bradford Pierce, The Word of God Opened.
J. D. Steele, Fourteen Weeks qL  Human ftayg&Plflg.Y* ~
Augusta Larned, Q M  Tales Retold £raa Grasfe ftfrthglpgy

•^Boyesen, "The Chautauqua Movement," p. 15^-

2"Chautauqua," Harper*s Magazine. August, 1879, p* 358»

^Harrison John Thornton, "Chautauqua and the Mid-West." 
Wisconsin Magazine of History 33 (December, 19^9), 157*
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To assist with the year’s readings, Vincent encouraged 
students in each locality to band together for discussions.

These groups were called the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific 
Circles (CLSC) and many were formed at the very beginning. They 
gathered for discussion, some read original papers, conducted 
debates and listened to lectures. This, the first national book 
club in the United States, was reminiscent of the first phase of 

the Lyceum movement.^"
In 1880, The Chautauauan Magazine was founded to assist 

with the program. Advertised as a "magazine of self-education," 
it did much to maintain group spirit. It included required
readings, questions and answers, instructions for local programs

2and reports from towns and circles. Moreover, it provided all 

of the trappings of a college alumni association and the means 
for joining each class in spirit. Class officers, mottos, 
symbols and class names were published. Graduates from each year 
were listed with reports of the various "recognition days" from 

the assemblies, especially the "Mother Chautauqua." As the 
movement grew, this publication had a world-wide circulation.-^

Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circles sprang up all 1

1Ibld. . p. 15*+.
2Edward E. Hale, "The Chautauqua Reading Circles," 

Unitarian Review. September, 1887, p. 239*
^Boyesen, "The Chautauqua Movement," p. 153*
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over the country, a sure indication that the movement was 

answering a "felt need.” At high tide there were eleven thousand 

organized reading units including three-quarters of a million 

persons."^ Women were especially attracted to the idea, very 

likely because the colleges of the day discouraged women from 

attending. At any rate, there was no place in education for 

married women with families. So for them and for others with a

limited education, the correspondence course was a gift from
2heaven. Small town people, too, were drawn into the program. 

Twenty-five percent of the circles were formed in towns of less 

than five hundred. Noffsinger states that this may have been

the only cultural or educational agency for adults— their
3library, forum and lyceum all rolled into one. However, groups 

were formed in communities of all sizes, both sexes joined and 

varied educational, economic and social backgrounds were inter

mingled. Circles were even formed in the state prisons of 

Massachussetts, Minnesota and Nebraska.
The movement declined when other study groups and clubs 

rose to take its place. In 191^ the Chautauauan ceased publication

^Thornton, "Chautauqua and the Midwest," p. 155*

2Case and Case, We Called It Culture, p. 15»

3 John S. Noff singer, (ftmspgndgngg SfihoojLs, LYC9WS 
and Chautauauas (New Yorks Macmillan Co., 1926), p. 110.

4C. von Koch, "Chautauqua: Growth of Popular Education," 
Chautauauan. August, 1912, p. 192.
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and merged with the Independent, virtually ending the national 
program even though a Chautauqua editor was included on the staff.^ 

In their heyday, the circles often had been responsible for 

establishing independent assemblies. The founder of Chautauqua 

urged them to go to an assembly somewhere as a duty. It was 

natural for them to desire one for their own community, thus 

paving the way for the increasing spread of the Chautauqua move

ment.

The Circuit Chautauqua.— Keith Vawter, part-owner of the 

Redpath Lyceum Bureau which helped to supply the Independent 

Chautauquas, studied their loose organization and their wasteful 
and expensive methods. The circuit plan he conceived was to 

spread the Chautauqua movement far and wide. With headquarters 

in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Vawter sent out his first circuit program 

in the summer of 1904. It operated in the Iowa towns of 

Marshalltown, Iowa Falls, MacGregor Heights, Des Moines, Sioux 

City, Waterloo, Chariton, Bedford and Glenwood. He planned a 

centralized program and sent each day's entertainment from town

to town, although he gave some choice of lecturers. For those
3towns without a pavilion, he provided a tent.

1Maicom s. Knowles, The Mali., SdM9fltapa.Ifeysmfr in..Jfefra 
United States (New Yorks Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1962), p. 37»

2John Vincent, "Going to the Assembly," Chautauquan.
August, 1B90, p. 588.

^Harrison, Culture Under Canvas, pp. 50-60.
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The first circuit program follows:

Day 1 Aft.
Eve.

Day 2 Aft.

Eve.

Day 3 Aft.

Eve. 
Day 4 Aft.

Eve.

Day 5 Aft.

Eve.

Day 6 Aft.

Eve.
Day ? Aft.

Eve.

Day 8 Aft.

Eve. 
Day 9 Aft.

Eve.

(Educational 
Morning. )-*-

Concert-Chicago Lady Entertainers 
Mrs. Estelle M. dark, Reader 
Prelude-Chicago Lady Entertainers 
Lecture- Rev. John Roach Straton 
Prelude-Chicago Lady Entertainers 
Lecture-Dr. D. F. Fox 
Prelude-Chicago Lady Entertainers 
Lecture-Dr. W. Robertson 
Prelude-Chicago Lady Entertainers 
Lecture-Dr. Casper W. Hiatt 
Drama-”Hiawatha”
Giant Colored Quartet 
Entertainment, Edwin M. Brush 
Prelude-Giant Colored Quartet 
Joint Debate-Congressman J. Adam Bede 
vrs. Judge Martin J. Wade 

Giant Colored Quartet 
Musical Novelties-George W. Garretson 
Prelude-Giant Colored Quartet 
Lecture-W. Robert Goss 
Giant Colored Quartet 
Lecture-T. Baird Collins 
Prelude-George W. Garretson 
Lecture-George L. McNutt 
Concert-Temple Male Quartet 
Readings-Miss Victoria Lynn 
Prelude-Temple Male Quartet 
Lecture-Dr. Thomas Green 
Prelude-Temple Male Quartet 
Lecture-Dr. Frank G. Smith

Prelude-Temple Male Quartet 
Lecture-Ash Davis 
Prelude-Temple Male Quartet 
Lecture-Joseph Crane Hartzell 

Problems of Popular Interest discussed every

However, Vawter had not yet perfected his travel system and he

lost his savings of seven thousand dollars. But he did not give

up his idea, feeling that he understood his native mid-west and

•̂-Ibid., pp. 59-60.



could make it pay. In addition to personal success, he wanted
the challenge of bringing pleasure to people who could not travel

to a permanent assembly.^ Harry P. Harrison, one of Vawter's

associates, wrote that in spite of this first failure, the
traveling Chautauqua was on the road to stay for a long time as:

Here in the midst of summer’s hard labor, had been 
relaxation, inspiration come to rest briefly on the 
lonely back acres of the awakening nation. Here for 
nine full days had been gaiety, music, mystery, ad
venture, good clean fun. Here, in a shabby old 
rented tent, under the flicker of sputtering white 
lights, were dreams come true. The people would 
ask for it again and again.

Vawter did learn how to make his circuit system pay.
By 1912 the Redpath system had two hundred and fifty programs

under its management, one-third of all the assemblies that
summer. Redpath remained the predominant company. Vawter’s
methods were copied by numerous other companies as the circuit
system rapidly became the dominant form of Chautauqua. By the
early twenties, over ten thousand communities and more than

hthirty-five million people were involved.
The circuits shared certain features. One was the con

tract method. A super-salesman from the Chautauqua company would 
approach community leaders and sell them on the value of an 1

1Ibid.. p. 77.
^Ibid., p. 76.
^Ibid., p. 96.
Wilson, "Canvas and Culture," p. 600.4
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assembly for their town. When they agreed they would sign a con

tract guaranteeing a sum of money to be raised from selling 

season tickets. Whatever deficit remained would have to be paid 

by the signers. All single admissions were kept by the company.

A representative of the bureau remained in the town throughout
the programs and had as his major duty getting the contract

1signed for the next year.
Another feature of the circuits was the Junior Chautauqua, 

originated to keep the children occupied during the programs.

Each bureau had its own ideas ranging from Seton Indian work to

music appreciation classes. There were stories, games, pet shows,
2parades and pageants. The Redpath Bureau regularly set up a 

Model City and had the children elect officers to learn good 

citizenship. Whatever the activity it was always entertainment 
with a "message" so that the Chautauqua ideal could be trans

mitted to the children.

An extensive advertising campaign was another aspect 
of the circuit Chautauqua. Official programs, posters and 

pictures of the headliners were sent ahead and the sale of 

season tickets began early. Colorful pennants were strung

^Arthur William Row, "Acting in Tents in Chautauqua," 
fpgi.fr June, 1925, P- 227*

^Harrison, Culture Under Canvas, pp. 225-227.

^Row, "Acting in Tents," p. 225
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across main street. Banners were hung on buggies and automobiles. 

Buttonhole tags were passed out* saying "I'll be Therel" As the 

brown tent went up, excitement and crowd psychology was spread
all over town."*' Every small town's routine was upset. Businesses

2closed during the hours of the programs and farmers and their

wives planned their work and social life around the Chautauqua.
3It was the major event of the summer.

The managers of circuits profited from association with 

the respectable name "Chautauqua", which they used without per

mission. However, the Chautauqua Institute did not completely 

disown this offspring. Vincent himself spent part of a season 

on a Southern circuit speaking daily for two weeks.

The circuit Chautauqua began to die after the "Jubilee 

Year" of 1924 when attendance was at an all-time high. The 

1926 season was a financial disaster and by 1932 the last cir
cuit program was over.-’ Though a few independent assemblies 

continued for a time, the Chautauqua movement, aside from the

"̂Case and Case, We Called It Culture, p. 33»

^Alma Ellerbe and Paxil Bllerbe, "The Most American Thing 
in America," World's Work. August, 1924, p. 445.

3Alma Ellerbe and Paul Ellerbe, "The 'I Want to Know' 
Club," Colliers. September 17, 1921, p. 13*

^McClure, "The Chautauqua of Today," p. 53»

%ould, The Chautauqua Movement, p. 85.
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original establishment, was over. The loss of community isolation 

and the changing tastes and social patterns of small town America 

brought about the end. Automobiles, movies, radios and new 

organizations are considered the major reasons.^-

Ifrg.. ffctj-ogppte-of. ÇhftutaTjaa&,.— The Chautauqua was
closely identified with a sense of mission to bring cultural 

enlightenment and uplift to the world. Many people considered

it on the same level as the Church and the School, with a message
2for the whole world. Even in the latter days of the circuits 

when there were more plays, musical groups, magicians and 

humorists than lecturers, the movement never lost its moral and 

religious connotations. The spirit expressed by Vincent in the 

address that introduced the home reading course was never really 

lost:
Look through microscopes, but find God. Look through 
telescopes, but find God. Look for him revealed in 
the throbbing life about you, in the palpitating 
stars above, in the marvelous records of the earth 
beneath you, and in your own souls. Study the pos
sibilities which God unfolds, and make of yourself 
all that you can. The harder the struggle, the 
brighter the crown. Have faith and holy purpose.^

Every feature of a Chautauqua program had to have a

’’message.” Plays were selected carefully for the lesson they

^Idnderaan, "After Lyceums and Chautauquas, What?,’’
p. 2h7.

2MacLaren, Morally We Roll Alone, p. 122.

^W. P. Norwin, "Citadel of Christian Culture," American 
Mercury. July, 1929, P* 369«
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taught and were advertised as having that quality. Moral purity 

was stressed throughout. All performers, actors and entertainers, 

as well as lecturers were looked upon as a type of missionary, 

chosen by God for a great work.'*' Community leaders came to be

lieve that the Chautauqua was a great community asset, one of the

greatest educational forces on earth. Bringing a Chautauqua to
2a community was thought of as a great privilege.

The Chautauqua in Iowa.— Iowa is frequently called "the

heart of the Chautauqua."^ Iowans are reported to have attended
hprograms at the New York Assembly quite frequently. Clear Lake, 

Iowa established an independent assembly as early as 1876, one 

of the first in the nation while Mediapolis, Iowa was one of the 

last in the country to close its assembly in 1944.-'’

It is no accident that Keith Vawter chose his home state 

as the place to inaugurate the circuit concept. As early as 

1912, Iowa led the nation with one hundred assemblies.^ In 1923 1

1MacLaren, Morally We Roll Alone, pp. 96-97, 148.
^Castle, "Chautauqua," p. 369«

3Homer, Strike The Tents, p. 30.

^Thornton, "Chautauqua in Iowa," p. 100.

^William J. Peterson, "Chautauqua Vignettes," Palimpsest. 
43 (May, 1962), 230.

^Strother, "The Great American Forum," p. 257*
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it was still in the lead, with more than five hundred.1

Iowa was also a fertile field for the Chautauqua Literary

and Scientific Circle, Des Moines being one of the most active

sites in the country. In 1885 Iowa had more than one hundred
2circles, half of them in the capital city. An article in The 

ChAnta'Hquan in 1900 paid a special tribute to Iowa, stating that 

Manchester, Iowa had the oldest local circle in the country and
3was still going strong.

The Chautauqua ideal as accepted by Iowans is illustrated 

by the statement in the brochure of the first Fairfield Chau

tauqua:

The grand aim of the Chautauqua movement is to elevate 
the masses; to give the community at large a mental, 
moral, social and spiritual uplift, by drawing them 
together in social assembly and bringing them into 
contact with the most cultured minds, eloquent ora
tors and brilliant artists of the American platform.

Ifiruce Bliven, ‘’Nearest the Hearts of Ten Million,” 
Colliers. September 8, 1923, p* 7*

^Gould, The Chautauqua Movement, p. 9.

3“The CLSC Round Table," Chautauauan. April, 1900, p. 83* 

^Peterson, "Chautauqua Vignettes,” pp. 232-233»



CHAPTER III

THE CHAUTAUQUA AND LYCEUM MOVEMENTS 
IN POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY, IOWA

The Chautauqua Movement

How residents of Pottawattamie County first heard of

the Chautauqua Institute in New York is not clear. The Council
Bluffs Nonpareil gave it no notice until 1889 when a local

pianist, Miss Neally Stevens, was on the program.^" By 1904

some local residents may have made the trip to the New York

lake. In that year the railroad companies began advertising

excursion rates to Lake Chautauqua. The Illinois Central,

Northwestern and Rock Island lines all continued this practice
2for several summers. Brief mention was made of the Chautauqua 

institute in an article reprinted from The New York Sun extolling
3the benefits of summer camping. The thirty-second annual 

opening of the Chautauqua was brought to the attention of 
Nonpareil readers. Four speakers were mentioned in the article—  1 2 3

1The Council Bluffs Nonpareil. May 16, 1889, p. 5« 
(Hereafter referred to as Nonpareil.)

2Ibid.. July 27» 1904, p. 6; August 18, 1905, p« 6;
July 24, 1916, p. 2.

3Ibid.. July 10, 1904, p. 11.
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President Roosevelt, Governor Folk of Missouri, Senator LaFollette 

of Wisconsin and District Attorney Jerome of New York.^ In 

August, an editorial appeared favorable to President Roosevelt’s

Chautauqua speech. He had advocated the need for federal control
2of corporations. Since little was published locally about the 

Chautauqua movement in its infancy, it can be assumed that Potta

wattamie County residents learned of its activities some other 

way.

The Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circles
The first actual Chautauqua movement in Pottawattamie

County involved the Home Reading Course. A resident of Council
3Bluffs was in the first graduating class.

Council Bluffs.— In the fall of 1882 a Literary and 

Scientific Circle was formed in Council Bluffs. A report in 
The Chautanquan stated that the circle was well attended, 

meeting every Monday evening in the pastor’s home. The members 

were said to have been "animated seekers after true culture." 

Recent meetings had included lectures on astronomy and London 

society. This first Council Bluffs circle was part of the 1

1Ibid.. June 30, 1905, p. 2.

2Ibid.. August 17, 1905» P* 4.

3Ibid.. July 9, 1892, p. 4.

^"CLSC Round Table," Chautauauan. July, 1883, p. 595*
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class to graduate in 1886 which had four thousand members.

This class called themselves "The Progressives" and had the motto 

"We study for light, to bless with light." Their class gift to

the Chautauqua Institute was a bell for the chimes at a cost of
2two hundred and fifty dollars. The four-year course studied by

this circle included several texts and required readings from

The Chautauauan. The readings included a study of the history

and literature of ten countries, seven different sciences and a

variety of general religious readings as well as general readings
3in art, law and political economy. The Chautauquan was a vital 

part of the studies. The following list of articles from the 

issue of October, 1885 is a sample of this tool for self- 

education:

Required Reading for October:
How to live by Edward Everett Hale 
Electricity-Home Study by Charles Barnard 
Sunday Readings by J. H. Vincent 
Roman and Italian Art 
Modem Italy by D. H. Wheeler 
Reminiscences of Gen. U. S. Grant by John Logan 
Our Wheat Fields by Byron D. Halsted 

Poem— "Night Blooming Cereus" by Jennie M. Bingham 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art by Clarence Cook 
The Right Honorable John Bright by Rev. S. G. Smith 

Poem— "A Woodland Hymn" by Fhebe A. Holden 
Deaf Mites

Recognition Day at the Assemblies 
Poem— "Answers" by Sarah Doudney 1

1Ibid.. April, 1887, P* ^3*

2Ibid., October, 1885, p. ^6.

3 lb id.. November, 1882, p. 113 and July, 1883, P» 531»
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The Twelfth Chautauqua Assembly 
Outlines and Programs

Outline of required readings for October 
Weekly assignments in text books and magazine 
Suggestive Programs for Local Circles 

Local Circles 
The CLSC Classes 
Questions and Answers 
Poem— "Pine and Palm" by William Canton 
Editor's Outlook

The Assemblies— The Seal Courses- 
Needs of the Church— Farewell to General Grant 

Editor's Notebook
In the section of each issue labeled "CLSC Round Table," readers 

were constantly reminded of the mottos for the program:

"We study the Word and the Works of God."
"Let us keep our Heavenly Father in the midst."

"Never be discouraged."
Also included with the suggestions for local programs was a

list of memorial days to be observed across the nation:
Oct. 1 - Opening Day
Nov. 3 - Bryant Day
Nov. (2nd Sunday) - Special Sunday
Dec. 9 - Milton Day
Jan. (last Thurs.) - College Day
Febr. (2nd Sunday) - Special Sunday
Febr. 23 - Founders Day
Febr. 27 - Longfellow Day
April 23 ~ Shakespeare Day
May 1 - Addison Day
May (2nd Sunday) - Special Sunday
July (2nd Sunday) - Special Sunday
Aug. (1st Saturday) - Anniversary Day
Aug. (2nd Saturday) - St. Paul's Day
Aug. (3rd. Tuesday) - Commencement Iky
Sept. 19 - Garfield Day

On these days circles everywhere read fitting selections and on 

Opening Day, the bells were rung at Chautauqua. In this way
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the circles in Pottawattamie County were tied to other scholars 

around the world.
Since diplomas were presented to Council Bluffs citizens

during all four seasons of the Council Bluffs Chautauqua, new
scholars must have started the reading course every year from

1885-1888. The Chautauauan reported the formation of the Lewis

Miller Circle with sixty-seven members in Council Bluffs in the

fall of 1887•'*’ The presence of a local assembly spurred CISC

activity as new groups were started almost every fall after the

summer programs. At least three were formed in the fall of 1889»
2Two of them were tinder the auspices of local churches. They 

sponsored some union meetings and lecture programs for the 

community.^ The Chautauauan reported that circles from Omaha 

and Council Bluffs joined together in an organization to help 

with the formation of CLSC groups in adjacent towns and town

ships. They resolved to aid the Chautauqua Assembly in every
impossible way. The Iowa towns of Harlan, Glenwood and Tabor

wrote the national office that much local activity had been

spurred by the example of Council Bluffs. Harlan formed three

3-Ibid.. April, 1888, p. 500»

^Nonpareil. October 1, 1889* P* 5» October 6, 1889, 
p. 5* October 13, 1889, p« 5»

^Ibid.. February 2, 1890, p. 5» February 9» 1890, p. 5* 

^GLSC Round Table,” Chautauauan. October, 1889, P* 108.
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large circles and reported that equal enthusiasm existed in 

surrounding towns.^

At least one new circle was formed in Council Bluffs in

the fall of 1890. It had twelve members while the Lewis Miller
2Circle continued to thrive. The Entertainment Bureau, a period

ical published in Council Bluffs, offered a sale on the course 

books for 1890-1891« A package deal included the complete set
of six books, a year's subscription to The Chaut-angiian and The

3Entertainment Bureau for seven dollars and forty cents.

No new circles were reported in 1891, but one was formed
ifin the fall of 1892 with twenty-eight members«

Enthusiasm for the CLSC waned with the loss of the 

local assembly. A booklet of "dub Women in Council Bluffs" 

published by The Nonpareil in 1898 lists no Chautauqua Circles. 

However, the Ideal dub, an organization of long standing, was

stated to have been studying Roman history which was the course
5of study for the Chautauqua circles that year. No further 

mention is made of Council Bluffs circles until 1911« In that 

year the Ideal dub utilized the CLSC American history course

^Ibid.. December, 1889, p« 368» March, 1890, p. 625« 

^Ibid.. February, 1891» p« 683» March, 1891* p« 816.
3Advertisement, The Entertainment Bureau. November,

1890, p. 1.

^"CLSC Round Table," Cfaautauauan. February, 1893, p. 627.
•5"dub Women in Council Bluffs," The Nonpareil. 1898, 

Historical Files, Council Bluffs Public Library.
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and The Chautauauan for its weekly programs.1 In addition, a 
regular Chautauqua Circle was formed in the west end of Council 

Bluffs. Articles concerning study groups in Council Bluffs 

made no further mention of Chautauqua circles and The Chautauauan 

made no further mention of Council Bluffs.
Carson.--Another town in Pottawattamie County was active

in the CLSC. Carson's first circle was formed in the fall of
21891* Another group, "the Plymouth Circle,11 was formed the

3next fall.

In 1899 a new group was formed in Carson. The secretary 
wrote the national office that there were only nine in their 

group, but that quality made up for their small size. She said, 

"All are busy Americans whose every moment is fully occupied; 

yet each believes that time devoted to the improvement of the 

mind, even if it causes other work to be neglected at times, is 

the best of investments." She observed that they had perfect 

attendance and that they followed the programs for local circles 

as outlined in The Chautauauan. A sample of those programs for 

the first week in April, 1901 follows:

1. Paper: The Parthenon 1 * * 4

1N2BBAE§il. September 24, 1911, p. 14.
2,1 CLSC Round Table," Chautauauan. April, 3892, p. 110.

3Ibid., February, 1893» P* 633»

4Ibid.. April, 1901, p. 93*
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2. Reading: Selections from "How a Riddle of the 
Parthenon was Unraveled."

3« Quiz on general features of Greek Comedy.
4. Discussion of "The Birds" by Aristophanes.
5« Quiz and Discussion of Chapters 6, 7 and 8 of 

The Human Nature dub by Thorndike.
6. Roll Call - Answered by giving an instance of 

spontaneous train of thought as suggested in 
Chapter 8.
Other Communities.— Other communities in Pottawattamie 

County formed Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circles. The 

Irving Circle of eleven members was formed in Macedonia in
OOctober, 1885» Oakland formed the Acorn CLSC in October of

31890 and added several members the following year. The village

of Quick also formed a group in 1891 which was reported as

making good progress. Finally, Walnut’s circle called "The

Utopian" was formed in 1892. Early in 3896, they reported that

they were getting ready to graduate with the other "Truth
cSeekers" in the country.

Eleven graduating classes were represented in Pottawatt

amie County between the years 1882 and 1915» No doubt many 

homes in the county proudly displayed the huge diploma, bearing 

the mottos of the CLSC and admitting the holder to the "Society

~*~Ibid., p. 86.

^Ibid., May, 1886, p. 471.

^Ibid.. December, 1890, p. 411; October, 3891, p> 503» 

**Ibid.. February, 1892, p. 631.
5Jbid., April, 1893, P» H6; January, 1896, p. 504.
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of the ' Hall in the Grove. *M 

The Independent Assemblies
Council Bluffs.— Early in 1888 a group of Council Bluffs

people decided they wanted their own Chautauqua Assembly by the

summer of 1889. The organizer of a local Chautauqua Literary

and Scientific Circle, L. ¥. Tulleys, was reported to have been
1the major instigator.

In January, the City Council stated that the Chautauqua 

Assembly would contribute to the interests of the city and in

structed the mayor to appoint a committee. This group of sixteen

men met with the railroad companies, seeking support in getting
2the assembly located near train facilities.

In May a mass meeting in support of the assembly was 

held in Council Bluffs. Representatives of Omaha attended and 

spoke enthusiasticly about the "marriage of Council Bluffs and 

Omaha." The benefit of the Chautauqua was the theme of the 

meeting. It would bring culture, refinement and financial 

success to the community. Since visitors would be attracted, 
the railroads would probably give their support.^ The Lewis 

Miller Chautauqua Circle, the press, most of the people of the 

city and some people from Omaha were helpful in getting the move-

-*-Ibld.. April, 1888, p. 500; January, 1896, p. 50^»

2Nonpareil. January 7, 1888, p. 5*

3Ibid.. May 8, 1888, p. 5*
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ment publicized. Twenty thousand dollars was quickly subscribed,
1grounds were purchased and plans were made.

Early in 1889 J. E. Harkness, the manager, appealed to 

people to buy their season tickets early so the committee would 
have funds to get the buildings and grounds ready. Copies of 

the prospective program were circulated. The front page stated 

the dates, June 18 through July 1889» the names of the offi
cers and the motto "Look out and not in; look up and not down; 

and lend a hand." This motto was frequently seen in The Chau- 

tauauan. The following explanation of the program and appeal 

for support was made:

A SUMMER SCHOOL.
Chautauqua means progress. It encourages a person to 
make the most of himself and to lend a helping hand to 
others. The Chautauqua Assembly is a summer school 
where for a season is given at small expense instruc
tion by the best teachers of the land.
WHERE LOCATED.
The Council Bluffs and Omaha Chautauqua Assembly grounds 
are located about two miles east of Council Bluffs on 
the lines of the Rock Island and the Chicago, Milwaukee 
and St. Paul railways.
CHARACTER OF GROUNDS.
The grounds are well timbered. They give ample drainage 
and excellent water abounds. Beautiful groves, a varied 
landscape and an invigorating atmosphere invite all who 
in their love of nature take to the woods for study and 
recreation.
THE PROGRAM.
The richest intellectual treat is already provided for 1

1"CLSC Round Table," April, 1888, p. 500.

2Nonpareil. February 2h, 1889, p. 5»



1889- Bishop John H. Vincent, Professor C. C. Case, 
musical director of Chautauqua, New York, Frank Beard, 
the Chalk Talk man, Dr. Henson, Wallace Bruce, Profes-- 
sor De Motte, Rev. Alfred Wight, Rev. G. W. Hayes,
George Bain, Rev. Sam Jones, Dr. Gillet, Wilbur David
son, the original Jubilee Singers, Dean Garner, Rev. W.
J. Harsha, Dr. Duryea and others.
WHAT IS REQUIRED?
An amphitheater for six thousand will be erected.
Water, restaurants, walks and drives will be provided.
We need $20,000. Stock sells for $5*00 a share.
Season tickets are $3*00. Lots will be leased for 
cottages. Will the friends of Chautauqua aid the enter
prise as here indicated?!-

Extensive advertising was done to help create interest

in the coining Assembly. Mass meetings were held in Omaha,
2Atlantic, Walnut and Glenwood. J. E. Harkness spoke at length 

on the values of the Chautauqua at the Cass County Sunday School 

convention. He won the Convention's full recognition of the 
Council Bluffs Assembly and was assured of a delegation^ The 
local CLSC at Shenandoah invited Council Bluffs speakers to a 

meeting on behalf of the area Chautauqua. They indicated an 

increasing interest for the summer.

The Entertainment Bureau devoted a whole issue to the 

Council Bluffs assembly with an apology to the readers for 

"excessive Chautauqua enthusiasm." The major speakers and

^First Season Program, Council Bluffs and Omaha Chau
tauqua Assembly, 1889, Historical Files, Council Bluffs Public 
Library, Council Bluffs, Iowa.

2Nonpareil. March 5. 1889, p. 8; March 30, 1889, p. 5; 
March 31, 1889, p. 8.

3Ibid.. March 30, 1889, p. 5«
4Ibid.. April Ik, 1889, p. 5-



teachers were extolled as the best in the land. The facilities 

located on two hundred wooded acres were considered the finest 

in the country. The amphitheater, seating six thousand and the 

water system pumping water from a spring were especially praised. 
Future plans to build two artificial lakes were mentioned.^"

The Chautauauan. too, discussed the plans of the Council Bluffs 

Assembly. An editorial praised the spread of the independent 

assemblies. It stated that the character of new assemblies 

such as the one at Council Bluffs illustrate that the Chautauqua 

remains a "great educational institution.” It should "strive 

to open to all classes of people who may desire them, chances 

for a better intellectual, spiritual and physical life than
pwould otherwise be open to them."

As the time drew near for the first meeting of the

Council Bluffs Assembly, local excitement grew. Local merchants

held a "Chautauqua fair" featuring merchandise donated by bus-
3inesses from all over the country. The Board of Trustees

kheld frequent meetings to work out details. Editorials lauded 

the undertaking as a part of the progressiveness of Council 
Bluffs and insisted the world would be happier if all men took

1Spterita3jm^t Bjggga, Hay 15, 1889, pp. 1-32.

2"CLSC Round Table," Chautauauan. July, 1889, pp» 613*
618.

3$2aEaEgil, May 10, 1889, p. 5; Hay 28, 1889, P» 5»

^Ibid.. May 22, 1889, P» May 23, 1889, p» 5»



a Chautauqua course.^
Dr. A. H. Gillet, superintendent of instruction, urged 

all CLSC members from the area to meet with him for a pre- 

Assembly "round table." Persons with rooms to rent were urged
oto register with the officers of the Assembly. The railroads, 

hacks and omnibuses advertised their ratBS to the grounds from 

Omaha and Council Bluffs. As an official railroad stop, "Chau

tauqua" became a name on Iowa maps.'5
A final mass meeting was held to arouse the people to 

"their duty toward the grand enterprise which will do much for 

us locally and abroad." Local clergymen talked about the work 
accomplished by Chautauqua, the moral and religious advantages 

to Council Bluffs, the program and the ways local people could 

show their appreciation of "this grand institution." The 
meeting was well attended with the enthusiastic audience singing 

between the numerous speeches. Those who would commit them

selves to ten tickets were asked to stand. Then those that 

would buy five were asked to do likewise. When a similar re

sponse was asked of those who would buy one ticket, everyone 

stood up. The receipts of the evening amounted to three hundred 

dollars. Every citizen of Council Bluffs was urged to buy at

-‘-Ibid.. May 22, 1689, p. May 23, 1889, P- 5*

2Ibid., May 29, 1889, p. 5- 
3Ibid.. June 6, 1889, p* 5*



least one ticket.
When opening day finally dawned, the morning paper,

The Nonpareil, published a large drawing of the suburban rail

road station with the Assembly grounds in the background. The
2program was also published. The paper continued to do this 

each day, while both city newspapers carried reports of the 

activities as they took place. They usually added that forth

coming events should not be missed.
News from the camp grounds was often included in the 

reports. The Globe stated that the grounds were in good shape 

and were beginning to take on the appearance of a " summer en

campment. ”3 Campers could rent tents from the management or 

bring their own and pay a rental fee on the grounds. The number 

of campers present varied from one hundred to four hundred.

A dining hall, lunch stands and a general store were among the 

buildings on the grounds. Telephone and telegraph services

were also available. The grounds were lit by electric lights and
hwater was pumped from a nearby spring. The tent city took on 

the aspects of a real community. Rows of tents were given street 
names— Paradise Row, Gillet Ridge, Vincent Place. The residents

•̂Ibid.. June 1, 1889, P» 1; June 4, 1889, p» 1»

2Ibid.. June 18, 1889, P- 3*
lu££s Democratic filoba, June 18, 1889, p.

(Hereafter referred to as Globe.)

^Nonpareil. June 18, 1889, p. 5•



relaxed in hammocks by their tents. The night police patrolled
2the grounds, mostly to enforce "lights out" rules. A column in

The Nonpareil entitled "Chautauqua Chips" included gossip from

the campgrounds, comments from tenters and bits of poetry written

by the residents of Paradise Row Number 26. Tent dwellers came

from various places in Iowa. Places mentioned were Harlan,

Corning, Missouri Valley, Malvern, Shenandoah, Glenwood, Avoca

and Shelby. Every county in Western Iowa was said to have been
krepresented on the campgrounds. A pleased editor stated "The 

Chautauqua brings to Council Bluffs those who love quiet medi

tation and thought."^

A variety of activities took place during the session in 

what was called "The City of Culture." Voice culture and 

elocution classes were held, with prizes given to superior stu

dents. Normal classes were held for Sunday School teachers in 

addition to classes in Greek, photography and an institute for 

ministers. A large tent with a panorama of Jerusalem on the day 

of the crucifixion was erected as a teaching device. A volunteer 

chorus held regular rehearsals and gave a concert. Literary

^Globe. June 25, 1889» P* 5; July 1, 1889, p* 4; 
NPHFftE83.lt June 28, 1889, p. 5«

2ta2a£eil.. July 2, 1889, p. 5«
3Ibid.. July 3» 1889, P* 5»

4Ibid., June 29, 1889, p. 5*

1

5lbid.. June 20, 1889, P«
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lectures, Bible studies and scientific explanations were pre

sented frequently. The Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle 

held a Round Table every day which was open to the public and 

helped stir up interest in the reading program.'1' Along with all 

of this classwork, were regular concerts and lectures by prominent 

performers and speakers.
The Rogers Band, from the New York Chautauqua, was the

regular assembly band. It played at almost every meeting and
2even played a special concert in downtown Bayliss Park. Other

musicians were Neally Stevens, a local pianist, the Fisk Jubilee
3Singers, the Apollo Club of Omaha and the Schubert Quartet.

The following list illustrates the variety of speakers and topics 

for the Assembly:

Rev. Alfred Wright— "Our Mather Tongue"
James Green— "The American Gibralter"
Dr. J. T. Duryea— "The Unwritten Chapter in the History

of the Reformation"
Rev. P. Henson— "Grumblers"

"Backbone"
Dr. Chamberlain— "The Eye and Ear"
Rev. A. W. Lamar— "Forty Years in Dixie"
Dr. Piomey— "Drainage"
Leon Vincent— "Thackery"

"Charles Dickens"
"Robert Browning"

C. H. Cooper— "Anti-slavery Agitation"
"Man One Hundred Years Ago"
"Samuel Adams"

^Ibid.. June 26, 1B89, p» 5» June 30, 1889, p* 5» 

2Ibid.. June 26, 1889, p* 8.

3Ibid.. June 21, 1889, p. 5; June 28, 1889, P» 5; 
July h, 1889, p. 5-
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John DeMotte— "Sentinel by the Sea"
"From Oxcart to Vestibule Train"

John Vincent— "But Some Doubted"
Iydia von Finklestein— "The Bedouins"
Dr. Montgomery— "The Best of Life"
Frank Beard— "Pictures in Stories"
Dr. Macrae— "What to do in Case of Accident"
Will Cumback— " The Model Husband"
Rev. E. L. Eaton— "Astronomy"
George Bain— "Temperance"
Col. Tanner— "Patriotism and the Civil War"
Rev. M. A. Ganet— "Government and the Sabbath"
Dr. Merriam— "Eating and Drinking"
Rev. George Hayes— "Talk, Wise and Otherwise"

"Character and Manners'!
Dr. Davidson— "Scenes in and About Shakespeare’s Home"
Dr. A. H. Gillet— "An Hour on the Nile"
Roswell Horr— "Patriotism"

"Sham and Genuine"1

Crowds were reported to have been fairly good throughout. 

Often weather was a hindrance. Rainstorms and excessive heat 
kept people away. Nice weather would often find them "prome
nading" the beautiful grounds or reclining in the shade instead

2of attending meetings.

The highlight of the season was the visit by John 

Vincent, the founder of Chautauqua. He gave the address on 

Recognition Day and a Sunday sermon. Both newspapers declared 

him the finest speaker they had ever heard. He was greeted on 

Recognition day by the traditional "Chautauqua salute," a waving 

of handkerchiefs. Vincent took the occasion to explain its 

origin. Early in the history of the Chautauqua Assembly, a deaf-

a£l2ks.; ffgng&reiJ., June IS-July 4, 1689* 

2Nonpareil. June 28, 1889, p. 5«



mute gave Bible stories in sign language. The applause was

tremendous, but since the recipient couldn't hear it, Vincent

suggested the handkerchief salute. It had continued, but was

reserved for outstanding performers. He went on in his address

to talk of the meaning of Chautauqua:
All we have is God's. Give everything back to him.
Be an active Christian, perfect in moral, intellectual 
and physical manhood. Work for happiness and peace for 
the entire human race. That's what Chautauqua means, 
and that's what it aims to accomplish. It means a 
better Christianity, better homes, better bodies and 
more humanity for humanity.1

Vincent's Sunday address attracted a large crowd of 

people. Both papers reported seven to eight thousand in atten

dance. The editor of The Nonpareil stated it was great "common 

sense" preaching and placed Vincent alongside Wesley and 

Whitefield.2
Another speaker who brought a large audience response 

was Colonel George W. Bain of Kentucky. He made a plea for the 

home versus the saloon, stating that alcohol brings about a re
verse of evolution, turning men into beasts. He said that the 

people of Iowa should tear down every saloon and replace it by 
a schoolhouse, remove every beer garden and replace it with a 

Sabbath school. "It is the duty of the government," he said,

^Ibid.. June 23» 1889, p* 5*

^Globe. June Zb, 1889, p. Nonpareil. June 25, 1889,
pp. b-5
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"to make it easy for people to do right and difficult to do wrong."3- 

Not everyone was responsive to an appeal for prohibition, however. 

The Globe reported several phone calls denouncing a resolution

passed by the Assembly calling for more statutes for the enforce-
2ment of prohibition in Iowa.

The Fourth of July speeches by Roswell G. Horr, ex- 

Senator of Michigan, were very well received, meriting a Chau

tauqua salute. He spoke of having pride in the national achieve

ments and optimism for the future. One of the great signs for
3optimism was said to be the Chautauqua movement.

Mrs. Finkelstein’s lectures on Palestine, which she
illustrated by people in costumes, were popular. Also in good

favor because he mixed humor with education were the chalk talks
4of Frank Beard. "He owned the audience," the report said.

Leon Vincent's morning literary lectures were also well received.5 

The Round Table sessions of the CLSC were well attended and did 

much to publicize the reading program. Many new circles were 

organized as a result.^

The Superintendent of Instruction, Dr. A. H. Gillet,

-‘•Nonpareil. July 2, 1889, p. 5»

^Globe. July 2, 1889, p* 5*

3Nonpareil. July 6, 1889, p. 5*
^Ibid.. June 26, 1889, P* 5»
5lbid., June 22, 1889, P* 5*
6Ibid.. July 4, 1889, p. 5.
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was highly praised for his work. An associate of John Vincent’s, 

Gillet was in demand to manage assemblies all over the country.

His "careful discrimination and thorough knowledge of popular 

tastes as well as popular needs" brought about fine programs only 

duplicated in New York, according to the paper.^
The press of the city kept urging attendance during the 

whole period. Businessmen were commended for helping to advertise 
the Chautauqua. One store window had a miniature Chautauqua 

scene with a model hillside, dotted with tents, refreshment stands 

and the like, with an amphitheater at the summit. Merchants were
palso urged to give their clerks time off to attend. One edi

torial said:

Never have our citizens had an opportunity presented of 
enjoying such elaborate entertainment as is here pre
sented* This Chautauqua association is the child of 
Council Bluffs enterprise. Our citizens should take a 
lively and personal interest in its success, not only 
for their own sakes, but for the sake of the reputation 
of our city.3

However encouraging the reports, all was not well for the

cultural center. Certain groups, such as young men, did not
4patronize it. The lack of interest from Qmahans was also dis

appointing. A Globe editorial criticized "Omaha's bad faith."

~k[bid.. June 28, 1889, p« 5*

2Ibid.. June 21, 1889, P* 5» June 27, 1889, p* 8.

3Ibid., June 26, 1889, p. 5»

^Globe. June 22, 1889, P* 4.
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Supposedly, Qmahans had subscribed thirty thousand dollars to the 

enterprise, but had shown mostly indifference. This seemed an 

illustration of the city's lack of enterprise."*" An Omaha citizen 

replied that they did not consider it their affair, but that it 

was a "foreign Chautauqua." The grounds were chosen so far from 
Omaha that it was a long and tiresome journey to travel there, as 

well as expensive. It was apparent, the article went on to say,
2that public interest was not consulted in selecting the grounds. 

This complaint was voiced over and over again. Council Bluffs
people too thought it too far from town, with an inaccessible

3route. The Nonpareil advocated the development of a new street, 

"Chautauqua Avenue," which would be a better and shorter route, 

allowing visitors to go through the city instead of around it.

"By the present arrangements," the editor stated, "Council Bluffs

may as well be in Egypt as far as Chautauqua visitors are con-
4cerned." Even the campers complained about the inaccessibility 

of the grounds.^

The other problem concerned the cost« Considering the 
problem with the location, patronage was pretty good, but it was 
not enough to cover the cost. The association had about a two

-klbid.. June 28, 1889, p. 2.

2Ibid.. July 2, 1889, P* 4.

3Ibid.. June 24, 1889» p. 4.

^Nonpareil. June 25, 1889» p« 4.
5lbid.. June 29, 1889, p» 5
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thousand dollar deficit. But this was the "grandest series ever 

brought to our area," said the Nonpareil editor, "a mere financial 

deficit does not mitigate success."^
The report in The Chautauauan was laudatory. The super

intendent indicated the following events had taken place: fifty- 

one lectures, five literary addresses, eight medical lectures, 

thirty concerts, fifteen sessions of first year normal classes, 

thirty chorus rehearsals, eleven Assembly Bible studies, eleven 

meetings of Greek classes, ten meetings of voice culture, eigh

teen meetings of elocution classes, two Vesper services and four-
2teen sessions of the CLSC.

Interest in the Chautauqua did not stop after the local
assembly closed. An excursion via the Bock Island Railroad was

planned to the Colfax Chautauqua for Temperance Day. The

Presbyterian Church held "Chautauqua Vespers" all summer to keep

alive the interest in the assembly and to assist in organizing
3study groups of the CLSC.

During the winter, some of the leaders of the assembly 

were invited to the city to help keep interest alive. Clifford 

Case, the musical director, gave a series of music classes at

-*-Ibid.. July 6, 1B89, p* 5*

2"Summer Assemblies," Chautauauan. October, 1889, p* 108. 
3Globe. July 11, 1889, p. 4.
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the Presbyterian Church. Dr. Henson, a Chicago clergyman, was at 

the Baptist Church for a series of lectures sponsored by the CLSC. 

'•This lecture course is in the line of Chautauqua improvement,1' 
said the press, ''Let everyone lend a hand."'*' Editorials continued 

to appear. The Chautauqua was portrayed as a potent force for 
good which should be supported by every moral and religious 

citizen.^

In the meantime, the Board of Trustees fought off attempts 

to have the Association go into receivership and tried to place 

the Chautauqua on a firm financial base. An attempt was made to 

sell lots for summer homes. Several parties were reportedly in

terested. Stocks were sold until success was assured. The Board 

of Supervisors and the City Engineer tried to solve the transpor

tation problem, too, by negotiating for a motor line directly to 

the grounds.3
By late February, the committee was ready to plan the

program. By March the eighteen-day program was published and the

Chautauqua boosters made plans to canvas Council Bluffs and Omaha
hto sell season tickets. A copy of the program follows:

-̂Nonpareil. November 20, 1889, p. 5» February 9, 1890, p. 5» 

2Ibid.. November 2k, 1889» p* k.

3Nonpareil. January 26, 1890, p. 5» February 6, 1890, 
p. 8; February 8, 1890, p. 5» February 15» 1890, p. 8; February
21, 1890, p. 5«

^Ibid.. February 20, 1890, p. 5» March 11, 1890, p. 5*



Xgk JBkz.
3:00 Concert, Rogers Band
4:00 First Meeting of Chorus, C. C. Case, Director 
7:30 Opening VespersPay
6:00 Morning Bells 
6:30 Prayers— Rev. J. W. Geiger 
7:00 Breakfast 
8:00 Normal Classes 
9:00 Voice Culture and Harmony 
10:00 Classes
11:00 Dramatic and Humorous Readings 

Prof. C. E. Underhill 
2:00 Musicals— Rogers Band 
2:30 Lecture— '’Holland”— J. C. Freeman 
4:00 Class and Society Meetings 
5:00 CISC Round Table 
7:00 Chorus Class 
7 :30 Music-Orpheus Quartet
8:00 Lecture— "The Nile and the Great Rameses"

A. H. Gillet3rd, flay
Regular classes and CLSC every day.
11:00 Lecture— "Human Nature"— Prof. Brooks 
2:00 Piano Recital— Miss Neally Stevens 
3:00 Lecture— "London"•— J. C. Freeman 
8:00 Lecture— "Sinai and the Capital of Edom"
fctb_flay.
10:30 Grand Patriotic Rally

Oration— Jahu DeWitt Miller 
2:00 Piano Recital 
2:30 Address— Sol Smith Russell 
3 :30 Musicals 
4:30 GAR Reunion 
8:00 Address— Sol Smith Russell
W h  Bay11:00 Lecture— "Yellowstone"— J. C. Freeman 
2:30 Lecture— Jahu DeWitt Miller 
8:00 Readings from Dickens— C. E. Underhill 
6th Dav

11:00 Bible Study— Rev. John Geiger 
3:00 Sermon— Jahu DeWitt Miller 
5:00 Vesper Service 
8:00 Sermon 
7tbu,flay,
11:00 Lecture— "John Ruskin"— Leon Vincent 
2:00 Address— "Trees"— J. Sterling Morton 
3:00 Temperance Meeting— Mrs. Aldrich 
4:00 WCTU Meeting
8:00 Lecture— "Boys and Girls"— Rev. John Geiger
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8th Day
11:00 Lecture— " Thackery" — Leon Vincent 
2:30 Lecture— "Savonorola"— Rev. F. W» Gunsaulus 
if:00 Bible Class
8:00 Lecture— "Idea of God"— Rev. F. N. Riale 
9th ¿fry
11:00 Bible Study— Alfred A. Wright 
2:30 Lecture— "Macauley"— Leon Vincent 
h:00 Ministers Institute 
8:00 Concert— Congregational Church Choir
3,0th p&y10:00 Spworth League
11:00 Lecture— "Robert Browning"— Leon Vincent 
2:00 Christian Endeavor Society 
8:00 Concert— Assembly Chorus
ilth ¡tey
11:00 Bible Study
2:00 Lecture— "Alfred Tennyson"— Leon Vincent 
8:00 Reading— "The Rivals"— C. E. Underhill
t2th, Unr
11:00 Lecture— "George Eliot"— Leon Vincent 
2:30 Lecture— "Fools"— Rev. P. Henson 
ki00 Bible Study— Dean Weight 
8:00 Concert— Assembly Chorus
12th, Pay
11:00 Bible Study 
3:00 Sermon— Rev. Henson 
5:00 Vespers 
8:00 Sermon— Dean Wright 
l̂ tfa Sfiy
8:00 Lecture— "The Golden Calf"— Rev. Henson
M J h i
2:30 Lecture— "Realism and Idealism"— Dean Gardner 
8:00 Concert— Schubert Quartet 
16th Dav
11:00 Lecture— "The Labor Problem"— Roswell Horr 
2:30 Recognition Service

Address— A. H. Gillet 
8:00 Lecture— "Sounds"— John B. DeMbtte
17thitey
11:00 Lecture— "Character"— Rev. Phelps 
2:30 Lecture— Roswell Horr 
8:00 Lecture— "Deep Sea Divers"— Dr. DeMbtte 
Igth. fifty Children’s Day 
2:30 Lecture— "Eyes and Ears"— Dr. DeMotte 
7:30 Grand Concert— Every Musical Groupé

-^Official Program of the Council Bluffs Chautauqua, 1890, 
Historical files, Council Bluffs Public Library, Council Bluffs, 
Iowa.
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Extensive advertising was done to awaken interest. The 

Pottawattamie County Bible Society gave its full support.^" The 

Chautauauan made mention of Council Bluffs again, stating that

the assembly would have all of the excellence of the year before
2and some new attractions. The Nonpareil ran several front page 

stories concerning the coming program. One included a huge 

drawing of the amphitheater with headlines "THE PRIDE OF THE 

WEST." It was said that the Chautauqua in Council Bluffs had the
largest and best amphitheater in the west. The acoustics were

3said to be perfect, approaching the famed Morraan temple.

Another issue devoted the whole front page to the program, "AN 

ABUNDANCE OF GOOD THINGS." It was pointed out that the directors 

sought to secure the services of the greatest Chautauqua workers

in the country and had succeeded. The program would be equalled
honly in New York.

Improvements on the grounds were discussed. The build

ings had been painted, new walks were added, more trees planted 

and some cottages built.^
The second season opened with a large variety of activi

ties as outlined in the program. Addresses, lectures and 1

1i3aaeaESil. February 26, 1890, p. 5.
2"Summer Assemblies," Chautauauan. July, 1890, p. 491.

3Nonpareil. April 13, 1890, p. 1.

^Ibid.. June 8, 1890, p. 1.

5lbid.. May 14, 1890, p. 4; June 22, 1890, p. 8.
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concerts were held as usual. Chorus rehearsals, normal classes, 

instruction in elocution for laymen and ministers and classes in 

voice culture, harmony, shorthand and the Bible were included. 

Many groups held meetings on the grounds.
A representative of The Nonpareil camped on the grounds 

to give first-hand accounts of the social life going on there.

He reported that most of the five hundred people camping were 

enjoying themselves. "Promenading" and picnicing were frequent 

activities. The lecturers and teachers mingled freely with the 

campers during their free time. Even usually solemn speakers 

enjoyed pleasant casual conversation. Particularly popular were 

Charlie Rogers, the band leader, Clifford Case, the chorus direc

tor and Dr. Gillet, the superintendent of instruction.^

The Globe reporter said the camp grounds had tasteful 

arrangements, polite and educated occupants with hammocks in

frequent use. Also there were many gentlemen trying to get the
2attention of young ladies. However, the reporter mainly em

phasized the beauty of the ride to the grounds, either by road 

or by rail. He stated:

The man, woman or child that has the great privilege 
of attending the Chautauqua and does not have a spark 
of worship in his soul is fit for treason, strategy 
and spoils. A panorama of natural beauty is there 
with winding roads, groves, gardens and cozy homes.

^Ibid.. July 3. 1890, p. 5»

^lobe, July 12, 1890, p. ^
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There are grand old trees whose tops touch in a 
grand arcade of foliage. All contribute to make 
one feel inspired with a love of nature and 
nature's God— even before the Assembly comes in 
view.

Although no direct motor line was built, the transpor

tation was supposedly better. Trains were run out of Omaha in
2time to catch those going to the Assembly grounds. Between

the Rock Island and Milwaukee lines there were regularly nine

trains a day and sometimes extra trains were added for special

days. Public and private accomodations brought people from all
3directions. Some even walked.

The biggest day of the 1890 season was when Rev. T.

DeWitt Talmage, from Beecher's former parish in Brooklyn, came 

as a replacement for one of the speakers. Council Bluffs citi

zens felt a special interest in Talmage. The Nonpareil published 

his Sunday sermon every week. The businesses of Council Bluffs 
closed down for the afternoon, special trains were run to the 

grounds and people came from a wide area. The Globe stated that 
Talmage met the largest crowd ever assembled at a gathering of 

its kind in the west. The crowd was estimated at between fifteen
kand twenty thousand. "A brilliant day,” reported The Nonpareil.

-*-Ibid.. July 8, 1890, p. h.

20maha World Herald. July 1, 1890, p. 3«

^Globe. July 1, 1890, p. 4.

4Ibid.. July 10, 1890, p. 4; July 11, 1890, p. h .
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Talmage lectured for two hours, beginning his speech by stating he 

wished to go on record as an optimist. "The world began with a 

garden and will end with a garden." No further details of the 

speech were reported. "Space forbids even a synopsis," stated the 

paper.^ The Globe, however, was unimpressed. "Talmage," it 

stated, "evidently pleased the audience more because he was

Talmage and went from the city of churches to baptize a man on the
2Jordan than of any intrinsic merit in his lecture."

Another big day for the Council Bluffs Chautauqua was 

the Recognition Day for graduates of the CLSC. The interior of 
the Tabernacle was transformed. Arches trimmed with flowers 

and evergreens were on the Chorus platform. A golden gate was

at the entrance to the speaker’s platform and everywhere there
3was a profusion of flags, banners and flowers. At the ceremony, 

little girls scattered petals before the fifteen graduates and 

the audience gave them the Chautauqua salute. Dr. John De Motte

of DePauw University gave the address and Dr. Gillet presented
hthe diplomas.

July Fourth was also a day for large crowds. The World 

Herald reporter even indicated pleasure with the program. The 1

1ij2QKa£Sll» July 11, 1890, p. 5*
^Globe. July 11, 1890, p. 4.

Summer Assemblies," Chautauouan. September, 1890, p. 770. 

^Nonpareil. July 17, 1890, p. 5*
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Omaha paper stated there were seven thousand people present while

The Nonpareil and The Globe both reported ten thousand. Music

was featured all day. Jahu Deviltt Miller, a popular speaker,
1

was to have given the address, but he lost his voice.

The music of the Assembly was appreciated all during the 

sessions and encores were always asked. Pianist Neally Stevens 

had just returned from a tour of Europe. As a home town girl,
Oher work always attracted an audience. The Rogers Band was as 

popular as they were the previous year. They obliged the com

munity again with a special July Fourth concert in Bayliss Park 

down town. Clifford Case, the musical director, was always asked

for double encores when he sang solos. The Schubert Quartet,
3performing mostly classical music, was also popular.

Professor Charles Underhill's elocutionary and dramatic 

work always won an audience response, sometimes even moving them 

to tears. The Nonpareil was careful to state that his readings, 

monologues and impersonations were approved by Vincent. It 

stated that Underhill presented "all that is good in theatrical 

representations with none of their distasteful surroundings."^

The scientific lectures of Dr. De Motte, the Bible 1

1Qmaha World Herald. July 5, 1890, p. 3; Nonpareil.
July 5. 1890, p. 5» Globe. July 5» 1890, p. 4.

^lobe. July 3, 1890, p. 4.

3Nonpareil. July 4, 1890, p. 5; July 5. 1890, p. 5;
July 16, 1890, p. 5»

^Ibid.. July 3, 1890, p. 5.
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Studios of Alfred Wright, Doan of the Chautauqua Department of 
Theology and the literary lectures of Leon Vincent again drew 

their share of applause. Also popular were Dr. Gillet's descrip
tive lectures, illustrated by stereopticon slides. "*■

Many of the speakers won popular approval. "Trees" 

by Nebraska’s J. Sterling Morton was proclaimed "the leading 

oratorical address of the s e a s o n . M a n y  agreed with Jahu DeWitt 

Miller, as he proclaimed that immigrants should be thoroughly

Americanized and that only those with the potential of being
3first class citizens should be admitted. Dr. P. Henson of 

Chicago was declared to be one of the "funniest men of modern 

times who combines sunshine with business labors, making bright 
and balmy every phase of life." Many remarked that they would 

rather hear him than Talmage. Roswell Horr returned for the 

second year and his address against the theory of evolution was 

proclaimed a "magnificent treat.

The feud with Omaha over its response to the Chautauqua 

continued. Many complained over the way The World Herald re

ported the events when it reported them at all. The Nonpareil 1

1Ibid.. July 4, 1890, p. 5; July 18, 1890, p. 5»

^Globe. July 7, 1890, p. 4.

3Nonpareil. July 10, 1890, p. 5.
July 12, 1890, p. k; July 13, 1890,

p. 5*

^Npnparail. July 18, 1890, p. 5 .
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stated that this was typical of Omaha's attitude toward things 

successfully pushed by the people of Council Bluffs.^ World 

Herald reports were often filled with cynical remarks and com

plaints. On July Fourth the paper claimed that Council Bluffs had 
emptied itself into Omaha for a circus. "Council Bluffs likes 

that sort of thing," the article stated, without bothering to
explain where all the thousands of people came from who attended

2the Chautauqua that day. Another cause of the feud was the lack 

of financial support which had been promised, "especially since 

they started with a flourish of trumpets." Their indifferent 

attitude was hard to accept, stated The Globe, when so much was

agreed to be done by representative editors, professional men
3and others of that city.

However, the financial problems of the first season were

absent from the second. Patronage from the local citizenry and

from all over the area was sufficient to more than cover expenses.

The committee voted to increase the program for 1891 to include
kmore days and more speakers.

The neighboring town of Missouri Valley commended Council 

Bluffs for its Chautauqua, citing it as an evidence of progres- * 2

•̂Ibid.. July 8, 1890, p. 5«

2Omaha World Herald. July 5, 1890, p. 4.

^Globe. July 3» 1890, p. 4; July 18, 1890, p. 4.

^Nonpareil. July 16, 1890, p. 5 .
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sivenass and energy.1 The Chautauauan and The Entertainment

Bureau both lauded the efforts of the Council Bluffs Assembly in

their reports. A meeting of the stockholders drew a large crowd,

several hundred more than a quorum. They expressed satisfaction

with the past efforts and with massive planning for the future.
They wanted to be the first among Chautauquas of the West, second

3only to the New York Association.
Preparations for the third Council Bluffs Chautauqua

began early in the year with a meeting of the stockholders to
kchoose the new executive committee. Improvements were made on 

the grounds with the addition of an Ice House and a large two- 

story building built by the Womens Christian Temperance Union.

An auditorium and apartments to rent were included in the build

ing. More private cottages were also built.$ However, the 

major concern was the problem of transportation. The executive 

committee still sought to get the right of way for a motor line 

to the grounds.^ Opposition to the line by local residents was 

soundly condemned by a Nonpareil editorial. It stated that people 1 2 3

1Ibid.. July 17, 1890, p. 2.
2"Summer Assemblies," Chautauauan. September, 1890,

P* 770; "Council Bluffs Assembly," Entertainment Bureau. August, 
1890, p. 74.

3HpnpargU, July 29, 1890, p. 5.
**Tbid.. January 25» 1889, p* 4.

^Ibjd., February 12, 1891, p. 4; March 22, 1891, p. 4. 
^Ibid., February 12, 1891, p. 4.
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should do everything possible to cooperate with a movement con

cerned with intelligent and vigorous uplift. Such action would 

receive the ”sanction of posterity."^
The transportation problem remained unsolved. But in 

April, the program highlights were announced. The program was 

said to be elaborate, interesting and instructive. All of the 

usual features were included with the addition of a lecture

course in comparative religions. Many lecturers and performers
2would return. A few days later, however, an editorial expressed 

concern for the season:

No one enterprise has given to Council Bluffs an 
enviable and commendable reputation greater than 
the Chautauqua Assembly. In appealing for sus
tenance and patronage, it appeals to the highest 
mental, moral and patriotic elements in human 
nature. Little has been done this season to stir 
up excitement in this endeavor. We appeal to the 
Board of Directors to get busy, spare no effort, 
money and consideration.^

However, little additional advertising was done. Ap

parently the third season of the Council Bluffs Chautauqua 

opened with considerably less excitement then previously. Much 

less newspaper space was given to the programs, none to the camp 

life. There were frequent editorials urging attendance such as

^Ibld., April 9, 1891, P* 2. 
2Ibid.. April 24, 1891, p. 4. 

3lbid.. April 29, 1891, p. 2.
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It does a person good to look upon a Chautauqua Assembly 
no matter what the weather conditions« There is an in
spiration in it that makes even a cloudy day put on a 
cheerful air. A visit should be made once a day. The 
sun is brighter there, the clouds lighter than anywhere ^ 
else. It is an experience everyone should have. TRY IT.

The greatest excitement came with the visit of Senator
2John J. Ingalls of Kansas— "the opportunity of a lifetime."

Several editorials suggested closing the stores for the Ingalls

lecture. When the suggestion was accepted by most businesses,

the action was commended by The World Herald, which urged the
3attendance of Gmahans too. The grounds were crowded. People 

came as early as nine in the morning for the afternoon lecture. 

Huge delegations in special trains came in from Rock Island, 

Illinois and the Iowa towns of Burlington, Denison, Silver City,

Avoca, Minden, Neola, Shelby, Marne and Atlantic, local citizens,
4too, came in greater numbers than usual. The Chautauqua salute 

of the huge crowd was said to have lasted three minutes. Ingalls 

spoke on "The Problems of Our Second Century." He traced the 

past of marvelous progress and said the United States was a nation 

that always "gets there." He went on to discuss the problems of

1Ibid.. July 12, 1891, p. 2.
Ĝlobe. July 8, 1891, p. 4.

3N|0pparqi3., July 15, 1891, p. 2; July 16, 1891, p. 4; 
Omaha World Herald. July 16, 1891, p* 3*

^Globe, July 16, 1891» p. 4.
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aggregation of wealth, socialism, immigration and too much govern

ment. A "ready response from the true patriot" was what was 

needed.
Another highlight, which was a new feature, was the 

"Traveling Men's Day." Three hundred salesmen came and were 

ushered to special front row seats. They were treated to a band 

concert and several appropriate speeches of interest to their 

profession.2
Another item which appeared to be of special interest 

was the debate between Ignatius Donnelly and John Freeman on 

whether Shakespeare or Bacon wrote the Shakespearean dramas. 

Although Donnelly was said to have presented some convincing 

arguments it was generally agreed that Freeman, on the side of 

Shakespeare, won.^

The only other address receiving much newspaper atten

tion was the one on Temperance by Jahu DeWitt Miller, a popular 

speaker from the previous year. He stated that the reason women 

were usually the only ones interested in temperance was because 

drunkeness touched the home. He asked his audience not just to 

think, but to feel— "feel for the sons of other fathers as you 
might feel for your own son if you found him in the gutter."

1Noa2S£gil, July 17, 1891, p. 6.
2Ibid., July 19, 1891, p. h.

3Globe. July 22, 1891, p. 4.
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He declared that the liquor business was a demoralizing influence 
on a community.'*'

Several of the announced features failed to appear.

The biggest disappointment was the last minute cancellation of 
Dr. Gillet's plans to come as superintendent and speaker. Ac
cording to The Globe, he was missed, although Clifford Case did a

2good job of filling in for him. The last minute substitution 
of the Iowa State Band for the Rogers Band was a happy one.
This band was said to be larger and better equipped than the 
regular Assembly band, having received much praise for its work.^

Bryon King of the Pittsburg School of Elocution and 
Dramatic Culture held popular elocution classes. In addition to 
the regular work, he instituted, by request, a class in Bible 

reading. Leon Vincent once again gave notable literary lectures 
and Mrs. Lydia von Finklestein returned to give more illustrated 
lectures on Biblical characters and history.^

The third Assembly was financially unsuccessful. Atten
dance was down considerably. The uncertainty of the program, 
bad weather and travel problems were stated as the major reasons. 
The railroads were said to have done a good job, but public

-̂Nonpareil. July 7, 1891. P* 4.
2Globe. July 8, 1891, p. 4.
^Ibid., June 29, 1891, p* 4.

^Nonpareil. July 7, 1891, p. 5*
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transportation remained an expensive and roundabout way of getting 

to the grounds.^ The Executive Committee resolved to get an 

electric motor line built to the grounds before the next summer.
Ten thousand dollars was subscribed for that purpose by July and

2the committee set out to raise fifteen thousand more.
Mich should be done before the next season, stated a 

Nonpareil editorial. Work should start immediately, advertising 

should be done all year to remind people of the worth of the 

Chautauqua and the transportation problem should be solved.

With that done, said the editor, ’’the next season with a grand 

program will make this the finest Chautauqua in the West.

Early in 1B92 the directors of the Assembly met to make 

plans. The prospects for a street railway to the grounds were 

good. The meeting for the summer was to be ’’grander, more 
elaborate and better in every way than any preceding it."^

Large plans were made. A long list of lecturers, performers 
and instructors were contracted. A local band tried to get it

self hired, petitioning the committee to use some local talent 

instead of ’’foreign groups.” The petition was apparently ignored 

and the planning went on. 3 The variety of activities planned

•''Globe. July 21, 1891, P* July 22, 1891, P* 4. 

^Nonpareil. July 21, 1891, p. 1.

3Ibid.. July 22, 1891, p. 3; July 23, 1891, p.

^Ibid.. January 18, 1892, p. k.
^Ibid.. April 20, 1892, p. 5»
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can be seen in the following list of faculty hireds

Rev. George Elliot, D. D., Washington, D. C.
Superintendent and Teacher of Greek 

Rev. John Geiger, Marion, Iowa
Assistant Superintendent and Round Table Leader 

Mrs. Mattie M. Bailey, Shenandoah, Iowa 
Senior Normal

Rev. Stephen Phelps, D. D., Council Bluffs, Iowa 
Junior Normal

Mrs. Lulu Hardman, Council Bluffs 
Teacher of Kindergarten 

Prof. W. W. Carnes, Chicago
Elocution and Physical Culture 

Mr. George E. Little, Washington, D. C.
Illustrated teaching and Crayon Work 

Mr. John Carver Aden, New England Conservatory 
Teacher of Harmony and Piano 

Miss M. Butterfield, Omaha
Teacher of China Painting 

Miss Tamie Snowden, Omaha
Teacher of Oil and Watercolor and Drawing.

A huge mid-summer music festival was to be a part of the program
as an added, attraction.

Every citizen was urged to get busy and give the Chau

tauqua support. ,fThe best ever Chautauqua" was coming upl 

Businessmen were urged to issue invitations to their customers 

out of the city and to make their places of business gala. The 

Boston Store, at least, considered this good advice and had a
2special "Chautauqua sale" which was advertised on the front page. 

One issue of The Nonpareil covered the whole front page with

-̂ -Official Program of the Council Bluffs Chautauqua, 1892, 
Historical files, Council Bluffs Public Library, Council Bluffs, 
Iowa.

17, 1892, p. 2; July 3. 1892, p. 1.
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drawings of the main speakers, program details and praise of the 

arrangements. The Chautauauan stated that the preparatory work 

was in good hands.1 The Globe urged cooperation for all of the 

activities. »'Chautauqua is unique," the paper said, "It is the

summer school, the pulpit, the platform, the concert, the social
2life and recreation all in one." "Go by all means," urged The 

World Herald. "The program looks like the best offered anywhere 

in the West.""^

The grounds were said to have been in good shape. A 

barber shop and a post office were added to the camp grounds. 

Many pavilions were put up by groups such as the Odd Fellows and 

Royal Neighbors of America, as well as several churches.

As the Assembly opened, it was said that there were more 

campers than usual, all enjoying the coolness of the grounds. 
Some people were upset that tents were being put up on Sunday 

as an act contrary to the teachings of Chautauqua. ̂  All was not 

peaceful in the tent city later in the week either, as a group 
of teenagers returning from a dance disrupted the camp. Since 

they belonged to the highest social circles, their names were

^»Summer Assemblies," Chautauauan. July, 1892, p. 508. 

%lobe. June 29. 1892, p. 1.

July 1, 1892, P. 3.
^toESESiL. July 2, 1892, p. 5»
^Ibid.. July 3. 1892, p. 6; July 5, 1892, p. b
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not mentioned and they were allowed to go with a promise to do it 
1no more.
The major address of the program was given by the Governor 

of Iowa, Horace Boles. His address on the History and Progress of

Iowa was well received and the audience gave him the first chau-
2tauqua salute of the season.

The first real highlight of the season, however, was the 

Independence Day celebration, with a "Standing Room Only" crowd. 

Veterans meetings, addresses on patriotism, band music, fireworks 
seen all over the city, a Chautauqua salute to the flag and the 

barbecue of a two-thousand-pound ox were among the gala activities.-^ 

The biggest event of the season was the appearance of 

General James Weaver. He chose to open his Presidential campaign 

as the Peoples* Party candidate in Council Bluffs. The day after 

his speech, he was to be answered, especially on the issue of 

free silver, by Congressman Joseph H. Walker of Massachusetts.

The Nonpareil proclaimed it "a great step forward into metropolitan 

life" for Council Bluffs to have these men speak. A large crowd 

honored both men with their attention and the Chautauqua salute.
A Mrs. Hobart of Oregon who belonged to "the party of long haired

1Ibid.. July 9, 1S92, p. 4.

^Ibid.. July 3» 1892, p. 6.

3Ibid.. July 5» 1892, p. 1.
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men and short haired women" tried to debate Walker, but was 

shouted down. Front page stories, the reprinting of both speeches 

and editorials summarizing the issues of the debate illustrate 

the interest in this Chautauqua highlight.^"
Children's Day was also a big feature. The children were 

brought to the grounds on the train in decorated cars. Exhibits 

from the public schools were on display. The superintendent of 
schools in Council Bluffs gave the speech on the Civil War. 

Recitations of superior elocution students were also a part of 

the program.^
Many other events and speakers brought a good response. 

Several of the addresses of Rev. Elliot, the superintendent, were 

well received. He talked mainly of the "knowledge of the highest

sort" which came from the Chautauqua Movement. He said America
3could look forward to a golden age of universal brotherhood.

Leon Vincent's literary lectures and John DeMotte's scientific

lectures, which had been a feature every year, continued to be
h,popular. Musical events were considered fine. Especially 

commended was the presentation of the oratorio "Elijah" by the 
Omaha Apollo Club.3 1

1Ibid.. July 8, 1892, p. 1; July 9, 1892, pp. 1, 2, K, 
2Ibid.. July 10, 1892, p. 1.

3Ibid.. July 3. 1892, p. 6; July 8, 1892, p. k.

^Ibid.. July 6, 1892, p. 4.

5lbid.. July 9, 1892, p.
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As the season drew to a close, the decision was made to 

prolong the season for three more days# No special highlights 

occurred during this extension except the address of Jahu DeWitt 

Miller on "Our Country, Its Possibilities and Perils#" War and 
the Negro were considered the greatest perils. Isolationism and 

moral education in an atmosphere of optimism were portrayed as 

the solutions. When it was announced at the last session of the 

Assembly that a Chautauqua would be held the next summer, the 

audience cheered.^"

However, the Chautauqua of IB93 never occurred. Indeed, 

there were no more Chautauqua s in the county until 1907« The 

ever-present transportation question, resulting in financial 

difficulties was the major cause of the demise of the Council 

Bluffs Assembly. Although public transportation was available, 

it was a round-about route and expensive. The Nonpareil stated, 
"It is only those to whom the expense of a dollar or two is not

thought of who can afford to attend. This leaves out the vast
oarmy of clerks and employees." "Something must be done," the 

editor stated later:
Under the present conditions the Chautauqua cannot be 
made a success. The management, assisted by the press 
of the city, has done its best this year. It finds the 
Chautauqua only deeper in debt than last year.3 1

1Ibid.. July 16, 1892, p. 1; July 17, 1892, p. 1.

2Ibid.. July 13, 1892, p. 2.

3Ibid.. July 27, 1892, p. 2.
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A visit to the site of the Council Bluffs Chautauqua 

today gives the feeling of the inaccessibility of the grounds.

A hike up a steep hill on a rough path is necessary to reach it. 

Nothing remains of the once proud "city of culture" except the 

historic trees and a few rusty water pipes.
Council Bluffs did not forget the Chautauqua Movement, 

however. The local papers frequently expressed pride that Iowa 
was a "Chautauqua state." Almost every summer, a laudatory 

editorial appeared in the papers. The following is a good ex

ample of many:
The net result of all these gatherings is exceedingly 
helpful. The influence is educational and education 
is the development of man’s best attributes. Of 
course, cynics see it as plebeian....But, fortunately, 
these cynics are unable to frown down these movements—  
schools, books, newspapers, magazines, free mail de
livery, Chautauqua— all contribute to a gospel of 
enlightenment for farm and village. The men who orga
nize and promote Chautauquas are doing a splendid 
work. Wherever a Chautauqua is conducted, you will 
always find a live, wide awake, hustling bunch of 
boosters. These men are the salt of the earth. . . .
Long live the Chautauqua and the men who boost for 
them! They will all grow better together with the 
passing years.

For several years there was a movement afoot to get 
Council Bluffs back into the Chautauqua line up. Citing success

ful Chautauquas in other southwestern Iowa towns, several 

boosters said, "Why not here?" The Commercial Club, the Y. M. C. A. 

and the Congregational Church all had a brief try at getting the

-̂Ibid.. August 10, 1912, p. 4



74

movement going. The major problem seemed to be finding a suitable 

location. Fairmont Park was considered ideal, but the Park Board 

refused permission» objecting to the presence of campers and 

horses in the park.'*'
The movement apparently was dropped, but the press could

not resist an occasional snide remark such as ’’It isn’t much of
2a town that can't point to its place on the Chautauqua roll.”

Travel between Chautauqua assemblies often brought spea

kers to Council Bluffs. Sometimes they would speak in the city.

J. M a m  Bede, a Minnesota Congressman, Captain Richard Pearson

Hobson, a famed war hero, Governor Yates of Illinois and Jane
3Addams all stopped in Council Bluffs. In addition, interest 

in Chautauqua was kept up by articles on speakers and reports of 

programs from all over Iowa and surrounding states. Such articles 

were frequent every summer from 1904 to about 1920.
Railroad rates were advertised to Chautauqua programs

in the Iowa towns of Clear Lake, Glenwood, Harlan, Oakland,
4Waterloo, Ida Grove and Bellevue, Nebraska. Often visits were 

organized to neighboring towns for a ’’Council Bluffs Day.”

~*Tbid.. August 7* 1906, p. 2; August 8, 1906, p. 3;
August 13, 1906, p. 5* July 8, 1908, p. 3»

2Ibid.. July 26, 1907, p* 4.
3Ibid.. July 12, 1904, p. 6; August 14, 1904, p. 5»

August 11, 1907, p. 5» August 11, 1910, p. 7»

^Ibid.. August 22, 1904, p. 8; July 11, 1904, p. 7;
July 14, 1905, P* 8; August 18, 1905, p. 6; July 22, 1908, p. 8; 
July 29, 1910, p. 2.
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The Nonpareil remarked: "Not being able to maintain a Chautauqua 

course of their own, the people of Council Bluffs ought to be glad 

to avail themselves of the sessions in other towns more progres

sive. "-1- Missouri Valley and Glenwood hosted gala occasions with
2organized visits from Council Bluffs delegations. However, the 

most frequent place for "Council Bluffs Days" was the town of 

Oakland, the next stage of the Chautauqua movement of Pottawatt

amie County.
Oakland.— The Oakland Chautauqua had the longest career

of any in Pottawattamie County. Beginning in 1907, it was well

accepted as a summer event until after 1931» Some of the features

changed as the years went by, but many remained the same.

Probably the most outstanding feature of the Oakland

Assembly is that it was independent and remained so even when

the circuits were dominant. This was a source of community pride

as they felt "only the best independents remained" in the circum-

stances.J The various talent agents involved often spoke of
Oakland as the finest town in the country with no finer " Chautau-

\\qua spirit" since the start of the Assembly in New York.

National recognition also resulted as it was unusual for a

1Ibid., July 28, 1906, p. 4.

2Ibid.. July 28, 1906, p. 1; July 20, 1907, p. 3;
August 10, 1910, p. 2.

3Oakland Acorn. July 23, 191^, P» 2; August 2, 1923. P» 2. 
(Hereafter referred to as Acorn.)

^Nonpareil. August 11, 1911, p. 1.
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community of less than a thousand to support its own independent 

Chautauqua.1 Oaklanders felt that the best programs, fitting 

the needs and tastes of their community, could be obtained if 

they were independent. Instead of relying on a circuit manager, 

they could select the bast talent available and use some local 

talent if they chose. Surprisingly, the Oakland Assembly was 
continuously a financial success. There were three years when 

there were financial deficits, but the Association was never 

long in debt. In 1911 the Chautauqua was able to purchase its

own grounds for thirty-two hundred dollars. The money was raised
3by subscription and the debt was paid in two years. Frequently, 

there were profits ranging from one hundred to one thousand 

dollars. This money was usually given to a charitable cause 

such as the Red Cross or divided among the churches of the town 

and surrounding area. Mich publicity was given to the idea that 

the Chautauqua was not intended for profit, but for community 

value. "No other institution offers so much for the money,"
h.stated the ads. Tickets were kept at the low price of two 

dollars for the entire season and a family ticket was offered for

^George L. Flude, "The Leaven of Chautauqua," World 
Today. September, 1911. P* 1122; and "Summer Assemblies," 
qtortflttfluan. August 2, 1913, P* 198.

2ii2Z3£2£§il. July 20, 1916, p. 7.

3Acorn. October 19, 1911» p. 1; October 9, 1913, P* 1»

4Ibid.. July 18, 1927, p. 2.
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five dollars. Even the merchants did not try to profit as they
1

kept their places of business closed during the sessions.

Until the last few years, the Oakland Assembly emphasized 

camping as a good way to enjoy the Chautauqua. The management 

rented tents, but campers with their own were allowed to use the 

grounds free. Farm families and other communities were well rep
resented and reportedly enjoyed the beautiful grounds and the 

social aspect of camping. Even the County School Superintendent 

camped on the grounds one year. The management was proud to re
port that many campers were present, even when this phase of

2Chautauqua had declined almost everywhere else.

The programs were set up similarly every year. A number

of speakers were featured with musicians and entertainers to! "
provide variety. Usually there was at least one lecture per 

day, •’preluded” by a musical group in normal Chautauqua tradition. 

As the years went by, the speakers grew fewer in numbers and other 

features grerter. Flays were added until there were several pre

sented each season. The first year's advertising featured eight 

speakers including such stars as William Jennings Bryan and 
Robert LaFollette. Three musical groups, a cartoonist and a

3humorist were the other features. That ratio of speakers to

^Ibid.. August 1, 1912, p. 1.

2Ibid.. August 14, 1919, p. 1.

3Nonpareil, July 8, 1907, p. 8.
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other events was continued until 1925* with up to twelve speakers 

in some years. By 1931 only two speakers were included in the 

program featuring four musical groups, a poetry reader and two 

dramatic companies presenting two plays each."*" Church services 

and Sunday School classes were always included on Sundays. Some

times there were model classes conducted to show how teaching 

should be done in the Sunday School. Contests were often held 

among area churches to see which one could get the highest per
centage of their enrolled Sunday School to the Chautauqua.

Every morning there were lectures, usually Bible studies, 

led by local ministers or the platform manager. Movies were 

presented in the evenings after the regularly scheduled programs.

A baseball diamond was near the grounds and games were played 

between community teams during the Chautauqua season. Unlike 

most Assemblies in the country, there was no Junior Chautauqua 

in Oakland.

Many of the people on the Oakland programs were especially 

popular, drawing large crowds and being invited to the community 
several times.

William Rainey Bennett was a headliner for four years.
An educated man who made his living on the platform, his speeches 

were of the inspirational type. Speeches on topics such as 

’’The Man Who Can” and "The Social Development of Man" were very 1

1Acorn. July 16, 1931, P* 1
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popular in Oakland, With the theme of "he can who thinks he can," 

Bennett talked of how beauty and greatness came from inward growth 

since everyone had a sleeping genius to awaken.^"
William Jennings Bryan and Billy Sunday, two men who were 

considered of equal "star quality," made two visits each to Oakland.

Bryan attracted audiences of thousands in 1907 when he was the
oopening speaker. He drew a record breaking crowd in 1921, 

speaking on the subject "Brute or Brother." He spoke of those as 

the two attitudes toward one’s fellow men, bringing in the subjects 
of politics, prohibition and many reforms such as child welfare.3 
After Bryan's death, comparable affection of Oakland audiences 

extended to his daughter, Ruth Bryan Owen, also a popular Chautau

qua speaker. She stressed pacificism and the role of women in 
4peace.

Billy Sunday always attracted record-breaking crowds 

from a wide area. As The Nonpareil stated, people came "either 

from a delight to honor the man or a curiosity to see and hear 

him." Church groups helped to organize delegations to go.^ Sun

day's speeches were about the same whenever he spoke. A dramatic

Nonpareil. August 12, 1913. P* 10; Acorn. July 1^, 1927,
p. 6.

^Nonpareil. August 22, 1907, p. 3*
3Acorn. August 18, 1921, p. 1.

^Ibid.. August 15, 1929, P» 1.
^Nonpareil. July 23, 1911, P* 5*
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and emotional speaker, he carried crowds with him for an hour or 

two as he excoriated the devil and his disciples. "The clash was 

like the bursting of great rockets," reported The Nonpareil.

"With volley after volley of adjectives, he skinned the devil and 

hung his hide on the fence.Oaklanders tried to get Sunday to 

come for other Assemblies, but he was too busy with his own evan
gelistic tours and prohibition campaigns. Ey 1930 speakers were 

no longer the major element in Chautauqua programs. Yet Oakland

succeeded in getting Billy Sunday to come for a second visit and
2billed him, along with the plays, as the outstanding numbers.

Other popular speakers who appeared more than once were 

Thomas Gore, the blind Senator from Oklahoma, Lincoln McConnell, 

the lawyer-evangelist, Senator Kenyon of Iowa, who never took 

fees in his native state, Frank Sadler, reform judge of Chicago 

and Dr. William Spurgeon of England, a relative of the great 
evangelist.

A long list of speakers who were popular in Oakland, even 

though appearing only once, could be compiled. Among some of 
these headliners were Senator Robert LaFollette, the Progressive 

leader from Wisconsin, Mrs. LaSalle Picket, the wife of General 

Picket of Civil War fame, Captain Richmond Pearson Hobson, hero of 

the Spanish-American War, Gypsy Staith, the evangelist who was 1

1Ibid., August 11, 1911, p. 1.

2Acorn, August 7, 1930, p. 1.
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converted from his gypsy background, Carrie Nation, the prohibi

tionist, Champ dark, the powerful political leader of the Demo

cratic Party and Frederick Cook, who claimed to have discovered 

the North Pole.
Entertainment and musical features were similar from 

year to year. There was always a band and sometimes an orchestra. 

Groups from Oakland, or the surrounding area were sometimes used. 

Other normal features were jubilee singers, bell ringers, quartets, 

choral groups, magicians and impersonators. After 1923. plays were 
the most popular aspect of the programs. A play with a message 

that was "clean, clever and funny’' was considered ideal for Chau

tauqua. The same standards were applied to movies although in 

the beginning they were largely informative or scenic."*”

The Oakland management felt that they geared their pro

grams to have something for everyone. Musical groups were en

couraged to offer variety and speakers were chosen with broad 

appeal in mind» Special days, such as Farmers Day, were utilized 

for appeal to large parts of the audience. Representatives from 

Iowa State College and the Farm Bureau were involved. During 

World War I and after, patriotism and war zone information was 

emphasized. Speakers who had war experiences to relate and those 

who had strong nationalistic messages were the main features.

3-Ibid.. July 28, 1927, P* 2; August 1927. P* 3
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The local paper stated that in a time of crisis help was needed 
in right thinking and Mthe Chautauqua platform must have a message 

for us now if ever."^
Extensive advertising was utilized to gain support for 

the Chautauqua each year. Business ads carried such statements 
as "We believe in the Chautauqua for education and inspiration." 

Newspaper space, paid for by local businessmen, was devoted to 
large ads including pictures and items of interest concerning the 
performers and speakers. Editorials urged attendance and maxi

mum support for this important institution:
The Chautauqua is one of the institutions which has made 
this community a desirable place to live. IXtring the 
week of Chautauqua, we are all brought together on a 
common platform. It is the community vacation. It 
leaves one with the pleasurable feeling that it is 
good to live. It deserves the support of every citi
zen who is interested in the development of the 
community.

Boosters made trips to other communities to leave adver
tising materials and stir up enthusiasm. They made the occasion 
as gala as possible. One year a group of fifteen automobiles, 
with the band to perform at each stop, made an entire day’s 
excursion to nine different communities.-^ The Council Bluffs 
paper said that Oaklanders could always be counted on to boost

^Ibid.. August 2, 1917. P* 7*
2Ibid.. July 18, 1929, p. 1.
3Nonpareil. July 8, 1910, p. 5; July 21, 1911. p. 6.
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for their ’’white pole road” and their Chautauqua, both worthy of 

pride.'1'

Support from surrounding communities was further encouraged 
by special invitations to ’’Avoca Day” or ”Council Bluffs Day.”

Other communities of the area seemed to accept the quality of the 
Oakland Chautauqua and willingly gave it support. There were 

always large delegations from all over the area. The press of 

other towns gave it good newspaper coverage, especially The

C fittc  and Ifrg-gomsjJ. feniMUrgil,*

”Avoca Day,” a feature of five years, brought many 

citisens of that community, usually by special trains. Their

band frequently accompanied them and they used the occasion to
2do a little boosting of their own for the county fair.

”Council Bluffs Day,” a tradition from 1907 to 1918, 

attracted large numbers from the county seat. The Council Bluffs 

Commercial dub was usually the group involved in making arrange

ments for group expeditions. Sometimes a special train was 
arranged, but most of the trips were made by automobile. The 

cars would be decorated with flags and banners, sometimes adver

tising Council Bluffs affairs, such as the annual fall carnival.
The automobiles made frequent stops to let everyone catch up and 

sometimes to throw confetti on the road. Advertising was left 1 2

1Ibid.. July 25, 1913, P-

2Ibid.. August 11, 1908, p. 1; August 8, 1911, p* 3»



in towns on the way and automobiles from those towns joined the 
caravan. An accompanying band made the occasion even more 

festive.^
The editor of The Nonpareil, always a Chautauqua booster, 

was happy to give support to these ventures. Oakland was por
trayed as the best town in the county where the people could 
always be depended upon to stand for righteous ideals. A visit 
to Oakland could establish good will and prove of mutual benefit 
to both communities. Of course, the most important part of the
visit was the entertainment and instruction available only at a 

2good Chautauqua.

Why the 1931 season, which was successful, was the last 
in Oakland is not clear from the records. At the conclusion of 

the 1931 sessions, plans were reportedly being made for the next 
year, but they were never carried out. The Oakland Acorn contains 
no reference to the Chautauqua throughout the entire year of 1932.

The success of the Oakland Chautauqua during all the 
years of its existence probably inspired other towns in Potta
wattamie County. It probably made them open to the persuasion 
of the advance men of the circuit companies as they sought to 
add their town to the route.

llbid.. August 10, 1907, p. 2; August 20, 1907, p. 1; 
August 18, 1910, p. ?.

2Ibid.. August 10, 1908, p. 4; July 23, 1913. P- 10;
August 8, 191^, p*
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The Cfryataim»
By means of the circuit system, the Chautauqua came to 

seven other Pottawattamie County towns with varying degrees of 

involvement. Neola was first in 1912, but was joined by Carson 

and Walnut in 1913« Avoca accepted a circuit program in 1915* 

Treynor in 1918. Hancock and Underwood in 1920.
Carson.— The most active Pottawattamie County community 

on the circuit was Carson. The famed and active Redpath Chau

tauqua appeared there every year from 1913 through 1932. Carson 

people were enthusiastic about their Chautauqua. It got to the 
point where it was no longer a question of whether or not to 

sign the contract.^

The programs, being selected by the Redpath Chautauqua,

were of the same type as circuit programs all over the country.

At the beginning the pattern had a children* s program in the

morning, a lecture every afternoon and evening with a musical

group as a prelude. As the years went by the lectures became

fewer and were replaced by musical groups, entertainers and plays.

The themes of moral uplift, education, inspiration and good clean
fun were emphasized throughout. Musicians and entertainers were

expected to work in some message with their presentation. When

plays were added in 1917» the fact that they taught a lesson was
2their most important feature. A few of the speakers and their

^News item, Carson Critic. August 5, 1920, p.
(Hereafter referred to as Critic.)

2Ibid.. August 30, 1917» P» 1«
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topics will illustrate how they fitted into the Chautauqua theme:

Samuel R. Vinton--"The Orient”
Fred K. Hopkins— ”The Road to Greatness”
Judge Lee Estelle— "Society*s Share in Crime"
Walter Smith--"The Panama Canal"
Isaac Wood— "The Winner"
Paul Prosser— "Progressive Citizenship"
Lew Sarrett— "The Children God Forgot"
Hilton Jones~"A Study of Vibration"
Governor Frank Willis— "Patriotism"
J. F. Connor— "What*s in the Farmer*s Mind"
Arthur Holden— "Take the Sunny Side"
Rev. Eva Proctor— "Why Wbrk?"^-

During the War, patriotism was emphasized. The Secretary of War
and the President both made statements that the circuit Chautauqua

programs were making a contribution to the war effort that was
2important and significant. In the latter years of the Chautauqua 

in Carson, some innovations in the use of home talent was utilized 

in the programming, but the same themes remained. The Junior 

Chautauqua was a prominent feature of the circuit programs. A 

professional children's worker would organize games, parades, 

model county fairs and pageants. Frequently, a junior town would 

be organized whereby the children were taught the processes of 

education and the duties of civic officers. Special arrangements 

were made for Sundays. Redpath made the bargain with Carson that 

if they would allow Sunday programs, the company would provide 

the talent and the tent for a union worship service.-^ 1

1Ibid.. July-August, 1913-1931* 
2Ibid., August 15, 1918, p. 2. 
^NpnpapfrU, July 20, 1913, P* 8.
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Redpath required a contract which provided that a certain 

amount of money be raised by the sale of season tickets and any 

deficit made up by the signers. The Carson community, with help 

from Macedonia, Treynor, Oakland and other area towns, usually 

more than met the guarantee. There was no deficit until 1926 

and reserve funds were able to take care of that. The same was 

true in 1927. In 1928 the community instituted a unique idea—  

a free Chautauqua. They felt that the Chautauqua was too impor

tant to give up even if it did not pay.'*' Pledges were taken for 

donations, but no admission was charged. This arrangement con
tinued until the end.

Advertising was largely supplied by the Chautauqua company. 

The town was furnished with posters, pennants, banners, streamers
2and flags until the entire area was decorated for a gala occasion. 

Newspaper publicity was written by the advertising professionals 

of the agency. They stated that the Chautauqua helped people 

become successful, that it was good for community spirit, that it 

was inexpensive and clean entertainment and that it sent workers 

back to their jobs refreshed and inspired. The local group 

helped by sending booster committees to advertise in neighboring 

towns. The businesses did their part by closing during program
3hours.

August 4, 1927, p. 1.

2Ibid.. August 20, 191^, p. 3»

^Ibid., August 5» 191̂ , P* 1*
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Chautauqua programs might have continued even longer in 
Carson, but the circuit companies went out of existence after the 
1932 season.

Walnut. — The community of Walnut was part of the Chautau
qua caravan from 1913 through 1923» Like Carson, Walnut was 
affiliated with the Redpath Chautauqua. Unlike Carson, community 
interest dropped in 1921 and the signers were frequently forced 
to pay a deficit. There was some talk of dropping the Chautauqua 

then. Instead they signed with another company, the Standard 
Chautauqua System of Lincoln, Nebraska, and continued for another 

two years.^ Except for those last two summers, the programs and 
features of the Chautauqua in Walnut were exactly the same as 

those in Carson.
Hancock.— For eight years beginning in 1920, the village 

of Hancock sought to emulate its closest neighbor, Oakland, in 
offering its own Chautauqua program. The town’s businessmen 
made the arrangements with the White and Meyers System, which be
came the White and Brown Company in 1923» It was the smallest 
town on the circuit. Almost every year the same fifty signers of 
the contract were obliged to make up deficits. The community 

expressed its appreciation:
Too much cannot be said for the splendid spirit shown 
by those men and women who back the Chautauqua contract

p. 1.
-̂Walnut Bureau. September 1, 1921, p. 3; August 31. 1922,
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year after year in the face of financial loss. Their 
dollars could not be better spent. The value of the 
Chautauqua cannot be over-estimated. The ideals of 
the community mean more than money.1

The features in Hancock followed the same pattern as 

other circuit programs. Speakers shared the stage about equally 

with other features. Plays were especially appreciated since they 

were of the type approved by the pulpit and press as "a new kind 

of sermon.”1 2 * 4 like other circuit programs, special arrangements 

were made for Sundays. All participants had special speeches 

and appropriate music prepared. Junior Chautauqua was also a 

part of the six day event. A separate tent was provided for the 

children’s activities. Most of the programs were geared for 

instruction. Music appreciation, with a study of rhythm, melody, 

harmony, operas and oratorios, was one year's course of study.^
The people of Hancock felt the Chautauqua was an impor

tant educational institution. 'With education made so enjoyable, 

the average person could become more knowledgeable and able to 

converse on many topics. A frequent phrase used was "We congrat

ulate ourselves.”̂

Since Hancock had no newspaper, advertising and news re

ports were included in the Oakland paper. Extensive space was

1Acorn. July 17, 192h, p. 3.
2Ibid.. July 8, 1920, p. h; July 13, 1922, p. 3-
^Ibid.. June 29, 1922, p. 5»

4Ibid.. July 15, 1920, p, 3; July 13, 1922, p. 3*
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utilized for this purpose. Merchants from both towns paid for the 
advertising. Though Oakland had its own successful Chautauqua 

each year, people from that community gave support also to Hancock. 
A number of people attended and the editor urged such support. He 

insisted that:

The Chautauqua is a community affair. It brings the 
neighborhood together on common ground. In these 
days of diverse interests that is needed as never 
before. Let's all go to the Hancock Chautauqua.

The final year of the Hancock Chautauqua no arrangements

were made with any company. The program was made up completely

of home talent tinder the auspices of the Mens' Progressive Club.

There were motion pictures, an operetta, a Farm Bureau program

and a play. It was reportedly very successful bringing in an
2unusual surplus of funds. Apparently, this success must not have 

been enough as 1927 was the last year for the Hancock Chautauqua.
Other Communities.— Neola. Avoca, Treynor and Underwood 

all had brief tries at supporting a circuit Chautauqua season.

Neola thought every town should have a Chautauqua as an 

intellectual, social, recreational and commercial benefit.^ The 

Commercial Club made the arrangements with the Jeffers-Vfl.ck 

Company for two summers, 1912-1913» They had a four-day program 

with some speakers, but with a heavy emphasis on music.

^Ibid., June 16, 1921, p. 2.

2Ibid.. August 25, 192?, p» 3*

^Neola Gazette-Reporter. June 27, 1912, p. 1.
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Avoca was on the route of the Mutual Chautauqua off and on 

from 1915 to 1921. The usual pattern of lectures, music, enter

tainment and Junior Chautauqua was followed. Except for the 

patriotic year of 1917. the events were given only passing atten

tion in the local newspaper. In 1918 the Chautauqua was held at 
the same time as the County Fair and seemed to be swallowed up 

by those activities. In 1921 an editorial extolling the virtues 

of the Chautauqua for Avoca appeared in The Journal-Herald.

However, by 1922 there was no mention of local involvement with 

the movement.^

Treynor and Underwood each had Chautauqua programs at 

least one summer. The companies involved were not mentioned. 

Treynor* s program lasted only three days with only one program
oper day including a musical group and a lecture. Underwood 

had a five day event, with sessions mornings, afternoons and 

evenings, but no program details appeared in the newspaper.

The Chautauqua in Carson in the summer of 1932 was last 
in the county. Indeed, it was the last summer for circuit pro
grams everywhere. As the tent was folded up that summer, 

probably no one realized that the Chautauqua tent would go up no 

more in Pottawattamie County, Iowa. 1

1Avoca Journal-Herald. June-August, 1915-1922.

^Nonpareil. August k, 1918, p. 2.

3Ibid.. August 2, 1920, p. 3
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The Lyceum Movement

If the Iyceum movement was active in Pottawattamie County, 

it received little attention from the newspapers. Oakland, for 

instance, had Lyceum programs for a few winters, but after the 

dates and performers were announced in the fall, they were not 

mentioned again. Sometimes the fall announcement did not even 

appear. In 1920 brief mention was made of an Oakland Iyceum 

number in The Nonpareil, but it was not even announced in the 

Oakland paper. Only for a few years in Council Bluffs was there 
a Iyceum course that was both announced and reviewed in the local 

paper. Only three of those series were labeled ” Iyceum,” usually 

the term ” entertainment course” was used.

There is no evidence that there was any involvement with 

the Lyceum movement in Pottawattamie County before the twentieth 

century after the circuit Chautauqua became popular. Thus the 

only stage of the Lyceum movement affecting the area was at the 

time when the Chautauqua and Lyceum movements were virtually 

merged. Five Pottawattamie County towns were included.
Oakland.— -The Redpath Iyceum Bureau provided a lecture 

course for Oakland at least as early as the winter of 1909-1910. 
One of the speakers of the Chautauqua, Joseph K. Griffis, an 

American Indian, was mentioned in the publicity as having been 

in Oakland the previous winter for the Lyceum. ̂  There may have 1

1Afigrn. July 20, 1911, p. 6
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been other programs earlier, but the newspaper files only go back 

as far as November, 1910.
The course for the winter of 1910-1911 was announced in 

December. It included two musical groups, two speakers, and a 

cartoonist.-̂- The Iyceum was not mentioned again until March when

an appeal was made to sign up for season tickets for the next
2year. That year’s program included two musical companies, a 

humorist, a cartoonist and one lecturer. Similar patterns were 

followed for the next two winters. The last reference to the 

Iyceum in the Oakland paper was in 191^« That season brought 

only two numbers to the community, a drama company and a glee
club.^

Neola.— Neola attempted to start an annual Iyceum course 

in the winter of 1913”191^* like the Chautauqua, it was felt 
the Iyceum was something every community should have. Fourteen 

business and professional men made the contract with Redpath 

Iyceum Bureau for five numbers« an orchestra, a quartet, an en

tertainer and two lecturers. Only one lecture, that by Father 

W. J. Cronin of Kansas City, was reviewed in the local paper.

It was said that attendance was good and that Father Cronin was a * 2

-klbid.. December 1, 1910, p. 2.

2Ibid., March 30, 1911, p. 3*

3Ibid.. October 26, 1911, P* 7» September 26, 1912, p. 5; 
September 25, 1913» P» 1» November 19, 191^, p* 1*
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man of great character who left a lasting and beneficial impres

sion. ̂
Only the first number for the next season was announced

in October of 191*+« The following appeal was made:
These numbers were only secured by the local committee 
after a deal of effort as they are not usually supplied 
by the Bureau on circuits where the price paid is as 
low as the committee had to confine themselves to. But 
it was urged that, by stretching the point, Neola people 
could be quicker taught the great social, moral and ed
ucational benefits to be derived from the lecture course.
The argument prevailed. The committee wants a good 
crowd. Show your appreciation of the good things in life 
by coming.2

There was no further mention of later events either that winter 

or the next two.
Carson.— The Carson Twentieth Century dub sponsored a 

community Iyceum course for the 191*+-1915 season. It included
3three musical companies, a reader and one lecture. Sixteen 

business men sponsored one for the winter of 1916-191? * Two 
speakers and a musical group were mentioned. However, it failed 

to pay and the sponsors issued a statement that they would not 

sign another contract since the community was not advanced enough
l ito appreciate quality entertainment. Arrangements were not made

^Neola Gazette-Reporter. April 17, 1913. P* 1{ January 
1*+, 191*+, p.l.

^Ibid., October 15» 191*+» P* 1*

October 15, 191*+, P« 1.

^Ibid.. October 12, 1916, p. 1; March 15, 1917, p. 1.
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again until 1919» Only the speech by Chaplain Joe Hanley on ’'The 

Modern Crusader" was reported.^-
Walnut.— The Redpath Iyceum Bureau had a contract with a

committee in Walnut for only one winter, 191^”1915* The season
2was devoted totally to music, including four programs.

Council Bluffs.— The Chamber of Commerce in Council Bluffs 

organized a brief, but active Iyceum series beginning in 191?»

They wished to start a municipal Iyceum course which could be 

expanded later into a "really great annual feature with the best 

things in music, lectures and theater." A new auditorium provided 

most of the motivation for this effort. Working with the Affili

ated Iyceum Bureaus, they were able to get talent from more than 

one bureau. The arrangements with the bureau permitted them to 

select the programs, pay a set fee and retain any profit. The 
first year's series cost twelve hundred dollars. Season tickets 

were sold for one dollar for five programs.^

The numbers, beginning in November, 1917 and ending in 
April, 1918 included Dr. Newell Dwight Hillis, famed Brooklyn 

preacher, the Apollo Concert Company, the Metropolitan Grand 

Quartet, Ida Tarbell, writer and editor of McClure's Magazine and 

the Royal Hawaiians.

-klbid.. October 9, 1919» P* 2.

gufgau, March h, 1915, P* 1*

3Nonpareil. November 1, 1917, p«
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Hillis attracted a crowd of over two thousand, including 

quite a number from out of town* Hillis had just returned from 

a tour of the war zone and he painted a gruesome picture of German 

atrocities. The Nonpareil printed the entire speech and reported 

that the audience was spellbound and left the hall with a new 

dedication to avenge wrongs and live to high purpose.^

The Apollo Players attracted an even larger crowd, 

filling every seat in the auditorium. The Metropolitan Quartet
2pleased the audience for its offering of varied types of music.

Next to Hillis, the star feature was Ida M. Tarbell, 
speaking on ’’The Inner Line of Defense.” An editorial reported 

her speech to be "the sanest, soundest and most wholesome war 

lecture ever heard in Council Bluffs.”-̂

The biggest crowd of the season was reserved for the 

Royal Hawaiians. In addition to the regular season tickets, 

six hundred single admissions were sold. The group sang a variety 

of songs, including American favorites as well as native Hawaiian

songs. A profit of seven hundred dollars was reported for the
4season.

The program of the following winter included Judge Ben 

Lindsey of Denver, the Montague Light Opera Singers, the Orpheus

^Ibid., November 18, 1917 > P* 5«

2Ibid.. January 8, 1918, p. 5» February 7» 1918, p. 7» 

•̂Ibid.. March 14, 1918, p. 4.
^Ibid.. April 16, 1918, p. 6.



97

Four Quartet, the Boston Singers and Dr. Russell Cornell, famed 

Philadelphia preacher and a Lyceum veteran for fifty years. The 

start of the Iyceum was delayed for two months by a severe epidemic 

of Spanish influenza which forced the closing of most public 

buildings.
Judge Lindsey was the opening number. He discussed the

way he dealt with juvenile delinquents, seeking to handle the
1motive for the crime instead of meting out punishment.

The Montague Opera Company presented scenes from several

light operas and an entire operetta. The Orpheus Four performed

in uniform and were a big hit as ’’Council Bluffs loves music and

soldiers.” They sang songs from every land, from folk songs to 
2classics. The Boston Singers also sang a variety, with the old 

songs like ’’Darling Nellie Gray” making the biggest hit. Their 
final presentation was a dramatic showing of the allied flags and

3a stirring appeal for the League of Nations.

The real star of the 1918-1919 season was Dr. Russell 
Conwell, who appeared in March. The publicity build-up to his 

appearance continued throughout the winter. His lecture, ’’Acres 

of Diamonds,” supposedly given over six thousand times, was 

considered by some ’’the most popular lecture in the world.”

^Ibid.. December 4, 1918, p. 10.

2Ibid.. January 15, 1919» P* 10; January 30, 1919» P* 5*

3Ibid.. March 14, 1919, P» 5*
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Emphasising the importance of making money and using it for good, 
the lecture was considered almost a sacred message by many. People 

came to hear it several times and wanted to bring their children 

and their grandchildren to hear it that they might be inspired too. 

The Nonpareil published stories illustrating how Conwell*s life 

matched his lecture. Being fortunate enough to have this lecture 

would be "a real event in this c o m m u n i t y . A  judge in Council 

Bluffs said that Conwell*s lecture had been the most inspirational 

thing of his life. A minister said he had heard the lecture as a 

boy and had driven one hundred miles to hear it later. The Super

intendent of Schools urged all pupils to attend and offered to
2make arrangements for anyone who could not afford a ticket.

The Chamber of Commerce also sponsored the Iyceum for the

winter of 1919-1920, winning the praise of the local paper for
3their work. The program included the Davis Opera Company,

Mark Sullivan, a reporter who covered the Versailles Peace Con

ference, the Bertha Famer Entertainers, Irvin Cobb, humorist and

writer for the Saturday Evening Post and actor Sidney Landon.
4Crowds were reported for all the programs of this series.

The "premier attraction" for the season was Irvin S. Cobb.

•̂Ibid.. October 6, 1918, p. 5» March 16, 1919. P* 10.

2Ibid.. March 23, 1919, p. 8.
^Ibid.. January 10, 1920, p. 4.

^Ibid., October 28, 1919, p* 8; November 12, 1919, p* 5; 
January 19, 1920, p. 5.
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The Lecture Bureau offered the Chamber of Commerce one hundred 

dollars to cancel the date so Cobb could take a higher paying en

gagement, but they refused it and Cobb appeared as scheduled.^

His speech, "Made in America," was reported to have been funny 

and patriotic. The audience cheered, applauded and laughed as 

Cobb attacked everything from Bolshevism in Russia to social un

rest and immigration in America. He called for a clamp on the 

"melting pot" as the United States should not be the spawning 

ground for Europe's undesirables. Cobb stated that in the 
critical period humor was particularly needed. "Laugh and 

fight," he said, "Make this nation safe for Americans.
In the fall of 1920 a new committee took charge of the 

lecture course. It had representatives from the teachers club, 

womens club, Rotary Club and Chamber of Commerce. Only one 

musical program, presented by Marie Rappold, Metropolitan Opera 

Soprano, was included and the rest were lectures. Lecturers were 

Allen Albert, a municipal expert, Vilhjalmar Steffansson, an ex

plorer and Ross Crane, head of the Chicago Art Institute Exten

sion Department.

A crowd assembled to hear Albert discuss good city plan

ning in his lecture, "The City Not Made With Hands." He urged a 
breakdown of class and cliques with everyone pulling together.

•̂Ibid., October 21, 1919, P* 12.
^Ibid., February 1?, 1920, p. 6.
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He stressed particularly the importance of planned recreational 

facilities.1
Special prices were instituted for school children to 

come to the Steffansson lecture. Teachers assigned oral and 

written compositions on the Adtie for the week before the lecture 

to stir up more enthusiasm. The best essay was published in The

Ngnpsrsji«2
Ross Crane gave a series of eight lectures and several 

free ones to community groups. Known as "the evangelist of better 
homes,” he emphasized a practical, beautiful and tasteful use of 
art. He attracted standing room only crowds. He demonstrated 

his ideas by furnishing a full scale room right before the eyes 

of the audience. In emphasizing the need for beauty in a city, 

he said that Council Bluffs needed some good fires and some first 

class funerals. He urged citizens not to confine beauty and 

civic improvements to the wealthy hill dwellers, but to give the 

west-end parks and playgrounds to increase the beauty in every- 

one’s lives.J
The same group of organizations sponsored a series for 

the winter of 1921-1922. The star-studded programs included 

Josephus Daniels, former Secretary of the Navy, John Philip Sousa

1Ibid., November 6, 1920, p. 3»

^Ibid.. December 4, 1920, p. 3*

^Ibid.. January 8, 1921, p. 1.
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and his band, Lew Sarrett, speech professor and poet of the north- 

woods, Opie Read, humorist and Carl Ackely, sculptor and natura

list.
Relatively small crowds listened to the lectures of

Sarrett and Ackley on nature and of Daniels on disarmament.^

The highlight of the season was the appearance of Sousa's band.

It was the only event for which reserved tickets were sold. A

children's matinee was held in the afternoon to help accomodate

the enthusiastic community. The committee stated this program
2would help take care of the deficits on the other numbers.

In the years following there were some winter programs 

sponsored by the various womens clubs. These consisted totally 

of musical attractions.J In this way, the Iyceum gave way to a 

modern community concert series.

^Ibid.. November 22, 1921, p. 6; January 19. 1922, p. 2; 
March 16, 1922, p. 9*

^Ibid.. November 28, 1921, p. 7.

^Ibid.. October 15, 1922, p. 18; October 1, 1923, p. 5»



CHAPTER IV

OBSERVATIONS

The study of the Chautauqua and Iyceum in Pottawattamie 

County leads to several observations. These serve as a summary 

of their history in one small part of Iowa.

First of all, the Chautauqua was held in high esteem if 

community reverence can be measured by what appeared, in the 

period newspapers. Editorials in every newspaper used glowing 

words to describe the movement. It was considered an important 

community institution on almost the same level as the church and 

school. The prominent citizens of the towns were usually the 

ones who supported the Chautauqua. Community groups, such as 

the American Legion, the Commercial dub, the WCTU and the 

churches, were involved. It was considered a source of com

munity pride and an evidence of great moral enterprise to have a 

successful Chautauqua. A great percentage of the advertising was 

directed at having citizens boost their community by supporting 

the Chautauqua. A town without a Chautauqua was portrayed as 

lazy, unprogressive and somewhat immoral.

On the other hand, the Iyceum did not attract the same 

enthusiasm. There was little advertising. Few editorials were 

written and groups of boosters did not go on excursions to 
attract supporters. There was respect for the Iyceum in Potta-
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wattamie County, but it never attained widespread support. What 

little advertising appeared sometimes put Lyceum programs on a 

par with Chautauqua, but most of it simply portrayed the Iyceum 

as quality entertainment. Supporters felt they were helping pro

vide the average citizen with good winter-time programs at a small 

cost. Community moral and educational uplift was never urged as 

it was for the Chautauqua.
The ideas presented from the platform of the Chautauqua 

and Lyceum were similar. Indeed, most of the same people ap

peared on the programs of both movements. The ideas revolved 

around four major areas— education, inspiration, patriotism and 

religion. Even the features which were purely for entertainment 

were fitted into one of these categories. Every part of the 

program was to teach some kind of lesson.
Education was always considered central. In the early 

days, formal classes were held in music, elocution, languages 

and other subjects. Even after this was no longer true, the 

series of programs was still labeled "a course." Educational 

lectures were varied, covering farming, homemaking, literature, 

science, history and geography. The Junior Chautauqua was always 

geared to teach something to the children. Critics asserted that 

the educational aspects were superficial. That may be true, but 

there is no denying that educational intent was there.

Another common strain through all programs was inspira
tion. Moral uplift was a common label. Ideals of marriage,



family life, friendship, success and happiness were frequent 

topics of disoussion. Nearly every speaker portrayed service to 

humanity and ethical ideals as keys to success and happiness in 

life.
Patriotism, especially during and after World War I, was 

a common element in all programs of the Iyeeum and Chautauqua. 

Speakers proclaimed it and musicians helped build enthusiasm.

But patriotism was not simply emotional nationalism. Knowledge 

of social issues was emphasized from the beginning, causing the 

feeling that the Chautauqua and Iyeeum helped to create good 

citizens. Debate on political issues was welcomed, representing 

a broad spectrum of political beliefs. Reformers and conserva

tives were both included, though no speaker was allowed to ad

vocate overthrow of the government. Audiences listened respect
fully to many views. People believed that the Chautauqua and 

Iyeeum were free forums for public issues.

Religion was central in the Chautauqua movement, though 

not as much so in the Iyeeum. Chautauqua began as a religious 

institution and it never lost that connotation in Pottawattamie 

County. Religious themes were frequent as speech topics and in 

choices of music. Ministers were found in almost every series 

of programs as speakers, platform managers and Bible Study 

leaders. Sunday services were always part of events. In the 

latter years, some of the original Chautauqua ideal of training 

Sunday School teachers was still retained in the Assembly at
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Oakland.
Pottawattamie County is a good example of many aspects 

of the Chautauqua movement. Its philosophy, as stated locally, 

was the same as that proclaimed throughout the nation. The pop

ularity and esteem given the movement was typical. The various 

forms of the institution, the reading circles, the independent 
assembly and the circuit system were all seen in the county. The 

timing of the rise and fall of the movement was similar to the 

development elsewhere. The emphasis of the programs along the 

lines of education, inspiration, patriotism and religion was 

typical of the nation.

However, some elements of the Chautauqua and Lyceum 

in Pottawattamie County were unusual. It was unusual for a very 

small community to be able to support an independent Chautauqua, 

especially after the cirouit system became successful. The 

number of years when there was no Chautauqua in the county, from 

1892 to 1907, was also unusual, especially for an area in Iowa. 
Certain ideas, such as the free Chautauqua in Carson and the 
home talent program in Hancock, were unique. The circuit system 

in coming to only seven towns was less widespread than in other 

areas. Moreover, the Redpath Chautauqua, which dominated the 

country, came only to two county towns. However, the most un

usual aspect in the county was the absence of a widespread Iyceum 

movement. According to most studies of the Iyceum, it equaled 

the Chautauqua in popularity. But this was not true in Potta-
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wattamie County. There were some Lyceum programs, but, with the 

exception of a few years in Council Bluffs, they received little 

or no attention.
Thus, the study of the Chautauqua and Lyceum in Pottawatt

amie County leads to the five conclusions discussed above:

(l) The Chautauqua was held in high esteem; (2) The Iyceum was 

respected, but never became established; (3) The ideas presented 

from the Chautauqua and Iyceum platforms were educational, in

spirational, patriotic and religious; (4) Pottawattamie County 

is a good example of the Chautauqua in many ways and (5) The 

County is a contrast to the national picture of the Chautauqua 

and Iyceum in some ways.

The Chautauqua and the Iyceum are gone and are largely 

forgotten. Pottawattamie County, Iowa joined the nation in 

contributing to American history a colorful and significant 

chapter in popular education.
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