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Reynolds, Chairman: 

NATURE OF THE CASE 

The Commission reverses the decision of the Saunders County Board of 
Equalization, and reduces the assessed valuation to that requested by the Taxpayer, 
since Saunders County failed to answer the appeal or to appear at a "show cau.se" 
hearing. 
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NATURE OF THE CASE 

Arnold E. Nieveen, on behalf of the William E. And Fern G. Dolezal Familv 
.I 

Trust and the A. E. and B. L. Nieveen Family Trust ("Taxpayers") filed this appeal 
challenging a decision of the Saunders County Board of Equalization ("County"). 
The appeal arose from a decision of the Saunders County Assessor to assess 
Taxpayer's agricultural property, consisting of certain land and improvements at a 
total of $251,010. Taxpayers protested this determination of value to County. After 
a hearing, County denied the protest, from which decision Taxpayer appeals. 

DUTIES OF THE PARTIES 

Taxpayer, if dissatisfied with the county assessor's determination of assessed 
value of real property, must file a written protest with County. Neb. Rev. Stat. §77-
1502 (Reissue 1996). Between June 1 and July 25 of each year, County reviews and 
decides those protests. County is required to fairly and impartially equalize the 
assessments which it reviews. Neb. Rev. Stat. §77-1504 (Reissue 1996). 

EVIDENCE OFFERED 

Countv failed to answer the Notice in Lieu of Summons issued bv the 
.I .I 

Commission. The Commission thereafter issued a Notice of Show Cause Hearing by 
certified mail, return receipt requested. County failed to appear for the "show cause" 
hearing. The only evidence properly before the Commission consists of the appeal 
form filed by Ta.,xpayers, the attachments thereto, and the testimony of Taxpayers 
regarding valuation of comparable property. The uncontradicted evidence before the 
Commission establishes that County proposed to value Taxpayers' land at $208,920 
for tax year 1996, and the improvements to that land at $42,090, for a total of 
$251,010. Taxpayers requested that the value of their agricultural land, but not their 
buildings, be reduced. Ta.,xpayers specifically requested that the value of the land be 
reduced from $208,920 to $193,020. 




