
BEFORE THE NEBRASKA TAX EQUALIZATION AND REVIEW 
COMMISSION 

BARBARA J. LARSON 

Appellant, 

vs. 

GAGE COUNTY BOARD OF 
EQUALIZATION, 

Appellee. 

Appearances: 

For the Appellant: 

For the Appellee: 

Case No. 96R-0098 

FINDINGS AND ORDER 

Filed January 22, 1997 

Barbara J. Larson 
25 Cedar Lane 
Bedford, TX 7 6021 

Richard T. Smith, Esq. 
Gage County Attorney 
Gage County Courthouse, Room 21 
Beatrice, NE 68310 
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Reynolds, Chairman: 

SUMMARY OF DECISION 

The Commission affirms the decision of the Gage County Board of 
Equalization. That Board declined to reduce the assessed valuation of the property 
from $38,115 to $15,000 as requested by Taxpayer. 
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NATURE OF THE CASE 

Barbara J. Larson ("Taxpayer") filed this appeal challenging a decision of the 
Gage County Board of Equalization ("County"). The appeal arose from a decision of 
the Gage County Assessor to assess Taxpayer's residential propeny as follows: $310 
for Land, and $3 7 ,805 for improvements, for a total of $38, 115. Ta.-xpayer protested 
this determination of value to County, but did not appear for the hearing on the 
protest. County affirmed the decision, based on the recommendation of the Referee. 
Taxpayer appeals from this decision. 

DUTIES OF THE PARTIES 

Ta.-xpayer, if dissatisfied with the county assessor's determination of assessed 
value of real propeny, must file a written protest 'Nith County. Neb. Rev. Stat. §77-
1502 (1995 Supp.). Between June 1 and July 25 of each year, County reviews and 
decides those protests. County is required to fairly and impartially equalize the 
assessments which it reviews. Neb. Rev. Stat. §77-1504 (1995 Supp.). 

EVIDENCE OFFERED 

Ta.-xpayer failed to appear at the hearing on the appeal. County appeared by 
and through counsel. No evidence was adduced. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

From the pleadings and the evidence the Commission finds and determines as 
follows: 

I. Taxpayer owns certain personal property in Gage County which is subject is to 
taxation. 

II. Taxpayer filed a protest with County, challenging the assessed valuation of her 
property. 

III. Taxpayer failed to appear at the hearing held by County regarding the protest. 

IV. County accepted the recommendation of the referee as to assessed valuation of 
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the property, and denied the protest. 

JURISDICTION 

The Tax Equalization and Review Commission has jurisdiction of this case 
pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §77-1233.04(6) (1995 Supp.). 

STANDARD OF REVIEW 

The Commission must, as required by Neb. Rev. Stat. §77-1511 (1995 Supp.) 
"affirm the action taken by the board unless evidence is adduced establishing that the 
action of the board was unreasonable or arbitrarv ... " 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Taxpayer requested that the Commission "look at this community of Liberty -
house by house - property by property" (see Appeal Form, p. l ). However, the 
Commission cannot consider any evidence which has not been made a part of the 
record in a case. See Neb. Rev. Stat. §77-5016(3) (1995 Supp.). The Commission is 
also required to affirm the decision of County unless evidence is adduced which 
establishes that the action of County was unreasonable or arbitrary. See Neb. Rev. 
Stat. §77-1511 (1995 Supp.). Since no evidence has been adduced, the Commission, 
cannot determine whether the assessed value was arbitrary or unreasonable. 

The Commission must, therefore, and hereby does conclude as matter of law 
that the decision of the Gage County Board of Equalization was neither arbitrary nor 
unreasonable, and must be affirmed. 

ORDER 

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED as follows: 

I. That the decision of the Gage County Board of Equalization is affirmed. 

II. That this decision, if no appeal is filed, shall be certified ,vithin thirty days to 
the Gage County Treasurer and the Gage County Assessor. 
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III. That each party is to bear its o-wn costs in this matter 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

DaMl 3 ' Mark P. Reynolds, Chairman 

(/\., 

Ja' et L. Edwards, Commissioner , 

Robert L. Hans, Commissioner 




