
BEFORE THE NEBRASKA TAX EQUALIZATION 
AND REVIEW COMMISSION 

ALMA UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH, 

Appellant, 

V. 

HARLAN COUNTY BOARD 
OF EQUALIZATION, 

Appellee. 

CASE NO. 97E-5 

DOCKET ENTRY 

The Commission called the above-captioned case for hearing on the merits in the City of 

Kearney, Buffalo County, Nebraska, on the 201
h day of October, 1997, pursuant to a Notice of 

Hearing issued the 291
h day of August, 1997. 

Appellant appeared through its legal representative. The Harlan County Assessor 

appeared on behalf of the Appellee. During the hearing, the Commission took judicial notice of 

certain information, and each of the parties was allowed to present evidence and cross-examine 

witnesses of the opposing party. Thereafter the parties rested, and the Commission heard closing 

statements from the parties. 

Neb. Rev. Stat. §77-5018 (Reissue 1996, as amended by LB 397 (1997 Session)), 

requires that every final decision and order entered by the Commission which is adverse to a 

party be stated in writing or on the record and be accompanied by findings of fact and 

conclusions of law. 

The Commission, after hearing the evidence, receiving the exhibits and hearing 

argument, entered its Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law on the record, and also entered a 



final order on the merits of the above-captioned case. All Commissioners participated in 

determining Facts, Conclusions and the resulting Order, which were in substance as follows: 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

From the record, the Commission found and determined as follows: 

I. That the Appellant is.the owner ofrecord of certain real property as described in the 

petition in the instant case. 

II. That Appellant timely filed a protest of the denial of its exemption application for its 

property for tax year 1997. 

III. That the basis of the appeal is the allegation that the exemption for the day care center 

held in the former parsonage was improperly denied and the allegation that the 

exemption application for the two vacant lots which are being held for the planned 

construction of a new church was also improperly denied. 

IV. That the Appellee denied the application. 

V. That Appellant thereafter timely filed an appeal of that decision to the Nebraska Tax 

Equalization and Review Commission. 

VI. That the day care center does not have an income based fee structure which might 

indicate that it is a charitable entity. 

VII. That the two vacant lots are not currently used for religious services of any kind by the 

Appellant. Part of the area is farmed, and part of it is tree covered, with some debris 

from building demolition. 

VIII. That no evidence has been adduced to establish that the decision of the Appellee was 

unreasonable or arbitrary. 
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IX. That the denial of the exemption application for tax year 1997 is supported by the 

evidence. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

I. That the decision of the Harlan County Board of Equalization to deny Appellant request 

for a property tax exemption was neither unreasonable nor arbitrary. 

II. That therefore the decision of the Harlan County Board of Equalization must be affirmed. 

ORDER 

I. That the order of the Harlan County Board of Equalization denying the exemption 

application for the subject property for tax year 1997 is affirmed. 

II. That this decision, if no appeal is filed, shall be certified within thirty days to the Harlan 

County Treasurer, and the Harlan County Assessor, pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §77-1511 

(Reissue 1996). 

III. That each party is to bear its own costs in this matter 

Dated this 22"d of October, 1997. 

SEAL 
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·~ 

Mark P. Reynolds, Chairman 




