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PREFACE

I  vow f o r  l i f e  p o v e r t y ,  c h a s t i t y ,  

O bed ien ce and to  EMPLOY MYSELF IN THE INSTRUCTION CF 

YOUNG G IR L S .w These solem n w ords r e c a l l e d  fro m  the  

fo rm u la  of the vowa of r e l i g i o n  w ere th e  so u rc e  o f  i n 

s p i r a t i o n  f o r  in c o r p o r a t in g  i n t o  a  M a ste r  o f  A r t s  t h e 

s i s ,  th e  r e a s o n  why u r s u l i n e s  o f  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n  o f  

P a r i s ,  th e  o l d e s t  te a c h in g  o r d e r  o f  women i n  th e  C a th o 

l i c  C h u rch , pron ounce a  f o u r t h  V o w --th e  Vow o f i n s t r u c 

t i o n .  a  f o u r t h  vow i s  n o t uncommon in  th e  C a t h o l ic  

Church b u t i t  a lw ays re m a in s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  in q u ir e  why 

a p a r t i c u l a r  c o n g r e g a t io n  ad d s an a d d i t i o n a l  vow t o  th e  

th r e e  cu stom ary  o n e s . T h is  e x p la n a t io n  th e  w r it e r  w i l l  

g iv e  and w i l l  expound th e r e a s o n s  f o r ,  and the h i s t o r y  

and im p le m e n ta ti on o f th e  FOUKEH VOW in  th e  U r s u lm e  

O r d e r .

v



CHAPTER I

BACKGROUND OP THE LIFE CP SAINT ANGELA

Every saint i s  a prophet; he hath received from 
the Lord a mission, a special revelation ; he creates 
an order so that this revelation  may be preserved 
according to the needs of the church.1

Saint Angela. M erici, Foundress of The ursuline 
Order, was born on March 21, 1474, at Desenzano, a small 
town on the southwestern shore of Lake Garda in  Lombardy, 

I ta ly . John M erici, Angela’ s father, owned a comiortaole 
estate two miles distant from Desenzano. The Merici 
family fo r  generations past had been landholders of 
rather steady income and always respectable citizen s of 
their small town.

Signora John M erici, Angela’ s mother, was o f the 
Biancosi family from salo and this family were prosper
ous holders of property. Angela inherited from her 
mother her deep discernment of judgment and evenness of 
temper.

Angela was an unusually attractive ch ild ; fa ir 
haired, with a fresh, rosy complexion, a slight 
figu re , low-voiced and with a sweet-tempered dispo
s it io n . precocious by nature and inflamed with a 
burning desire to imitate to  the fu lln ess of her 
capacity the au sterities  of the heroes of God, 
Angela never entertained any tendencies to be *

•^Anon., order of St. Ursula, p. 1, London: 
Catholio Truth society , 1932.
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admiredi regarded or caressed because of her un
usual beauty and grace.2

Angela» approaching her tenth year» loved to pray 
and her delight was to spend long hours in the presenoe 
of her Eucharistic Lord. Her parents encouraged her love 
for prayer and m ortification , until one day signora merici 
noticed that Angela’ s health was becoming impaired» and 
righ tly  attributed the cause of i t  to her se lf-d en ia l in 
food and moments snatched from sleep while kneeling m 
prayer beside her bed in which her sister lay fa s t  asleep. 
Her parents wisely agreed to mitigate her ch ild ish  ex

cesses*
Angela» true daughter of obedience tnat she was» 

submitted to the requests of her parents, though occa
sionally she would y ie ld  to the over-powering urge 
within her to  practice se lf-d en ia l fo r  the love of God.

Angela’ s fervor, no doubt, leu her to  go to 
Salo, the neighboring town which possessed a church and 
a monastery of the Franciscan Observatmes and there she 
and her s is te r  could practice th eir acts of p iety .

Angela lived  during that period of history which 
marked the la tter  days of the Renaissance, the period re
ferred  to by historians as the age of Humanism.

Humanism emphasized primarily the l i f e  of man 
in th is world; in fa ct  it s  task was to g lo r ify  
man. I t  was a period o f great contrast, marked

%ieverend Bernard O’R e illy , Angela M enci and 
The Ursulinea, p. 32. Hew York; pollard  & Moss, pub
lish ers , l&8d.
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by luxury and splendor in the palaces of the 
wealthy while the simpler fo lk , to which group 
Angela belonged, continued their round of plow
ing sind harvesting, of suffering and celebra
tion in close touch with God and nature. The 
gap between the upper and the lower sections of 
society was ever growing larger and larger.
Thomas, saint that he was, f e l t  himself com
pelled to write concerning the shortcomings of 
rulers and churchmen, *Worldliness characterized 
the reigns of Alexander V I ,  Julius u  and Leo 
who ruled more like Ita lian  c iv i l  rulers than 
Churchmen.* Ita ly  like the remainder of Europe 
was in need of a re lig iou s  reform ation.3

We should not be surprised that the human e lement 
in the Church needed reform as i t  is  one of the fundamen
ta l reasons for the existence of the church. The extrav
agant practice of Naturalism and domination of individu
alism, which influenced even the most eminent scholars 
so that they evaded Divine guidance and assistance, char
acterized this period of worldly liv in g  among the la ity  
and the clergy , such was the environment into which 
Angela was born, change was needed but not by such a 
d iabolica l force as the Protestant Revolution. How
ever, in the council of Trent, motivated primarily by 
Saint Charles Borromeo and brought to  a successful con
clusion by him, the main spring of the wonderful e ffe cts  

o f the catholic Reformation took issue.
The occurrence of a tragic event in 1489 sad

dened the l i fe  of Angela. Her father, while yet a middle- 
aged man, died suddenly of a malignant fever, signora

SReverend Eugene sh ie ls , S . J . ,  The History of 
Europe, p. 151. Chicago; Loyola University press, 1941.
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Merici never completely recovered from the g r ie f  caused 
by the unexpected death of her husband, and in quick suc
cession Angela*8 g rie f was in ten sified  by the death of 
her beloved mother.

Biancosi, from s&lo, the brother of her deceased 
mother, persuaded Angela and her s ister  to make their 
home with him, new that they were orphans. Angela 
remained at s&lo from the time she was sixteen years 
of age until she was twenty-three and during that 
time acquired a balance against her own exaggerated 
asceticism  and had likewise shown proof of her own 
sp iritu a l strength. At twenty-three she w as ready 
to return to Desenzano, having la id  to eternal rest 
a short time previously, her dear s is t e r .4

Angela yearned to be again among her kinsfolk and 
friends at Desenzano, especia lly  to share the companion
ship of a certain young g ir l  there, she had often con
ferred with this young woman regarding plans fo r  leading 
a retired l i f e ,  but to combine with i t  the practice of 

the sp iritual and corporal works of mercy.
Angela, while at Desenzano, led with her com

panion a l i f e  of singular beauty. Many of her former 
friends and acquaintances joined her in most of her de
votional exercises and acts of charity. Slowly but 
surely Angela climbed the sublime heights of holiness 
which culminated in her canonization.

The memorable year of 1807 is  dear to the hearts 
of a l l  Ursulines fo r  i t  was in that year their Mother, 
S&int Angela was declared a saint of God. F ifty -fou r 
years later pope plus 711, on June 11, 1861, enraptured

40*fieilly , op. o i t . ,  p. 60.
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the daughters of saint Angela by issuing a solemn de
cree which rendered the celebration of the o f f ic e  of 
Saint Angela obligatory for the universal church.



CHAPTER II

V IS IO N  OF SAINT ANGELA'S COMPANY AND 

FOUNDATIONS ESTABLISHED

Angela with several of her companions went one 
day in 1497 on a picnic to the lovely  sites surrounding 
Desenzano. Departing from these companions who wished 
to  lo ite r  in  the shade, she went to the vineyard to pray. 
Suddenly she was surprised by a dazzling lig h t . The 
heavens opened and simultaneously a multitude of holy 
maidens descended a luminous ladder while a voice was 
heard to say; »Angela, know that God sends you this v i
sion to inform you that before your death you are to 
found in Brescia a society like th is .«1- Forthwith the 
vision vanished.

Angela Merici was convinced that the great need 
of her times was the proper instruction of young g ir ls  
in the rudiments of Christian re lig ion . During the 
years of 1497 to 1535, Saint Angela and her companions 
gathered together groups of g ir ls  in  private hemes for 

periodic instructions. These meetings afforded them 
the occasion of practicing other works of zeal.

In 1525, the ju b ilee  Year in Rome, Angela had

1Sister Monica, O . S . U . ,  Angela Merici and Her 
Teaching Idea, p. 4 4 .  New Y o r k ; Macmillan c ' o . , 1 9 2 7 .

6
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the honor of a private audience with pope clement VII» 
an upright man endowed with subtle statecra ft, »when he 
discovered fo r  himself the qu a lities  with which she was 
endowed he invited her to stay in Home and to undertake 
the supervision of some of the lo ca l ch a r it ie s .»2 * 4 Angela 
informed him of her vision and the d is tin ct command to 
establish  in Brescia a society  of relig ious women. »The 
Holy father not wishing to do violence to her inspiration, 
gave her in parting the A postolic Benediction.»5

History has preserved the names of the f i r s t  
twelve maiden associates of Angela. They were:
Simona Boroi, Catherine and Dominica Dolce, s is 
ters , D orosilla  Z in e ll i , p e llig r in a  c a s s i l i ,
Clara Gaffuri, Paula and Laura p esch ie r i, also 
S isters, Barbara Pontana, Clara Martinengo,
Margaret Dell'Olme and Maria B a rto le tt i.5

Saint Ursula, Virgin and Martyr, possessed so 
great a leadership on earth that the universities 
of prance, Germany and Spain, especially iron the 
sixteenth to the seventeenth centuries, kept her 
fe s t iv a l and proclaimed her their patroness. Es
p ec ia lly  the great Theological school of The sor- 
bonne in Paris had early adopted saint Ursula as 
the great Protectress of the professors and stu
dents.5

Soon a l l  Brescia was listen ing  to the sayings of 
these good virgins and great numbers of excellent women 
and g ir ls  came to a ff i l ia te  themselves with the Company.

^Ib id . , p. 150.
5Ib id .
40*R eilly , op. c i t . , p. 60.
C ardinal Wiseman, The True story of the Great 

Saint Ursula, foreword, p. Tl New York: The Paulist 
press. Reprint from The Catholic world, July 1805.
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proceeding from saint Afra*8 Church the members 
of this new society fu l f i l l e d  in the presence of the 
proper Authorities the solemn form alities for the canoni
cal institu tion  of The company of saint Ursula» November 
25, 1535. «This day is  ca lled  Foundation Day in the ur- 
suline order and is  annually observed as a feast day.«6

Shortly afterwards due to  the tremendous increase 
in membership, a large residence was needed and a widow 
named Elizabeth prato donated to the infant in stitu te  a 
h a ll in one of her houses situated m the cathedral 
Square, ursulines have always esteemed th is oratory as 
the cradle of their Order.

During the f ir s t  stage of the ursuline order, 
the Foundress would not advocate the pronounce
ment of any vow whatever, except a Vow of Chas
t ity , and even this vow was not an absolute con
dition  fo r  membership, while leaving to time, 
to the S p ir it  who guided her companions and to 
the D irector of their consciences to determine 
whether such vows were necessary, and when they 
should be made, Angela insisted  on the most per
fe c t  practice of the virtues themselves.7

However, i t  is  necessary to bear in mind in order 
to better understand later ursuline history that even in 
this early stage of the company the members were taught 
to subordinate a ll  their other labors to the training and 
education of children of their own sex.

Angela and her company made known by every public 
means th eir intentions of acting as defenders and

^Regulations of The Ursulines of The congregation
of paris, p.~ isr:-----------

^O’R e illy , op. c i t . , p. 166
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promoters of the Catholic Faith and to strengthen in 
every household of Ita ly  through the instruction given 
to their precious charges» the doctrine and practices 
of Holy Mother Church that Luther and Calvin were so 
vehemently opposing.

To show the pressing need of the times for such 
an in stitu te  the follow ing information is  timely.

pope paul h i  approved the constitutions of 
the Company in 1544, at the time when new Re
lig iou s congregations were not in favor. The com
pany of jesus had ju s t  received the sanction of 
the great p on tiff with the words, *The finger of 
God is  here.* Then the company of saint Ursula 
was smilingly presented to Saint Ignatius Loyola 
with the words, *now i  have given you sisters.*®

Saint Angela in her present document to her S is
ters en titled , "Last Testament and counsels,** also ap
proved of m odifications in the Rule from time to time 
in order fo r  the company to make progress and to keep 
abreast of the times, in  her last years from about 
1538 to 1540, between the intervals of active d irection  
of her ladies and their young charges, Saint Angela 
spent many hours in conference with her secretary, 
Gabriel cozzano, a notary of Brescia to whom she d ic 
tated these words o f advice;

I f according to times and needs, necessity de
mands fresh rules and some m odifications, make them 
very prudently, and acting on good advice . . . .  
take this for certain , that this Rule is  d irectly  
established by His Holy Hands, and He w ill  never

®Reverend Aloysius Thibbits, S .J ., «pour Centu
ries  of progress,« Messenger of The sacred Heart, Octo
ber, 1935, p. 43.
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abandon this company so long as the world 
la s t s .9

cozzano drew up this important Document and 
la id  i t  carefu lly  away to be read to the General 
Chapter of the company of Saint Ursula, after i t s  
Author should be gone from among them.* 10 11

Saint c la ries  Borromeo (1538-1584), Archbishop
of Milan, with the Bishop of Brescia as h is suffragan,

was not slow to perceive the e ffica cy  of the work 
of the company of saint Ursula, when Saint Charles 
was sent by the Holy see, as V is itor  Apostolic to 
Brescia to examine the actual condition of the com
pany o f Saint Ursula, some forty  years a fter the 
death of the Foundress, his soul was f i l l e d  with 
jo y  at seeing the good the sisterhood was e f fe c t 
ing in the great work of education, not only in 
Brescia and cremona, but in the surrounding ter
r i t o r ie s .11

Doubtless, this sight motivated saint Charles to 
later inquire into the p oss ib ility  of introducing the 
Ursulines into his own Diocese of Milan.

Later, Father Landidni of Brescia, one of the Di
rectors of the company of saint Ursula at the time, was 
asked for  information regarding i t .  He wrote to Milan 
a le t te r  which sums up the a c t iv it ie s  of Angela's daugh
ters during the last half of the sixteenth century. The 
le tte r  dated December 21, 1566, reads as follow s;

This company directs schools for l i t t l e  g ir ls  
to give them Christian education. God makes use 
of i t  fo r  the conversion of souls and to attract 
to His service many fam ilies, among whom these 
S isters l iv e .

I t  would be hard to say, to make you understand

^Eleventh counsel.
10Monica, op. p i t . ,  p. 186.
110*R eilly , op. c i t . , p. 188.
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a ll  the good which the Lord derivee from this 
holy company in every sort of work of piety and 
mercy. The company frequents the sacraments, cu l
tivates prayer, and spreads Divine worship. The 
Evangelical virtues of poverty and Obedience shine 
within i t .  Truly i t  i s  a marvel of God's power 
and goodness, th is spectacle of delicate  young 
g ir ls ,  who reviving the sp ir it  of Agnes and 
Agatha, dwell in tact amid p er ils  and scandals.12

When Saint Charles read the le tte r , he exclaimed; 
"These are ju st the women fo r  my purpose," fo r  one of 
his most cherished enterprises was the establishment of 
schools for the teaching of Christian Doctrine.

By this time the new uncloistered sisterhood was 
attracting attention even in prance, particu larly  by 
Denys de Marquemont, Archbishop of Lyons, saint Charles 
loved the company of saint Ursula and bestowed upon them 
every mark of benevolence. The UTsulines proved them
selves to be veritable angels of the c ity , going abroad 
daily  in search of young pupils, instructing women and 
children, while even some of the great lad ies of Milan 
attended some of the conferences after observing that 
the cardinal himself was often found there. Later, when 
the pestilence broke out in Milan, the ursulines were 
Cardinal Borromeo’ s mainstay in his re lie f  work, in 
erecting a co lle g io  in the c ity  under the patronage of 
Saint Sofia, i t  was to the ursulines that saint Charles 
confided the charge of teaching.

The S isters in Milan were s t i l l  liv in g  in the 
house given them by saint Charles at their f i r s t  arrival

12Uonica, op. c i t . ,  p. 310.
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and the cardinal had their rights to do this substan
tiated by the B ull from Gregory XXII» which authorised 
them to live  in community l i f e ,  "Sensa esser di elau- 
aura,” without c lo is te r , devoted to the education of 

children.
There seems to be no d e fin ite  evidence on the 

part of the cardinal that he was fu l f i l l in g  his 
own desires in the matter; i t  appears to  have been 
rather to satisfy  the s is te rs , a movement from 
within the company i t s e l f ,  a tendency to withdraw 
more from the d i f f ic u lt ie s  of family l i f e ,  per
haps to possess a house of their own in order to 
liv e  more quietly with their work undisturbed. 
S t i l l ,  they were not clo istered  at a l l .  This same 
manner of liv ing  appeared in Brescia, too , before 
the close of Angela*s century.

Saint Charles* pronouncing the ursuline status 
to be without c lo is te r , necessitates here a clear 
understanding in the mind of the reader of that 
which is  implied in the texm *clausura,* or c lo is 
ter, or enclosure, in as fa r  as i t  touches upon 
Ursuline h istory . The English texm, c lo is te r  and 
enclosure are derived from the Latin, signifying 
key, lock or barrier on the one hand and the place 
that is  shut o ff by key, lock or barrier on the 
other, in the practice of monastic rule of l i f e .  
This would embrace the buildings used by the Re
lig iou s persons, in which according to their own 
rules they are required to stay, and from which 
outsiders are excluded. Formally speaking, the 
o lo is te r  is the law by which they axe bound to 
live within these monastic lim its, and not to go 
beyond them except as permitted by that law; and 
at the same time, persons not belonging to  the 
Religious community are excluded.

The ursulines* «sensa esser de clausura” means 
then, that to them as a body, no restr ic tion  of 
place was to be set, although they now had the 
privilege of liv in g  together a t convenience, in 
stead of scattered in their respective family 
homes. From a l l  this i t  is  clear that Saint 
Charles Borromeo did not c lo is te r  the ursulines, 
according to the statement that is  sometimes made. 
What the cardinal did  was merely to conventualize 
them. They had not asked fo r  enclosure. The 
Company in Brescia possess precious memories and 
traditions of saint Charles. They re ca ll with 
pride how, when he transmitted to the S isters of 
Milan the desired B ull, he took specia l occasion
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to praise the daughters of Angela of the s tr ic t ly  
prim itive form, declaring that their l i f e  and 
their work were confounding the c lo is te rs .

He obtained fo r  the company the privilege of 
V isita tor General, and la ter, in that same capac
ity  he showed them what a truly interested friend 
he was. At the time of his v is ita tion  in 1580 he 
revised and approved Angela* s Rule, conforming i t  
to the council of Trent which has intervened since 
her death.* 14

Upon his return to  Milan the cardinal pre
vailed upon the Milanese S isters to adopt the same 
dress as the Brescian branch, and two years la ter , 
at their request, he revised their Rule slightly  
a lso to meet certain needs, adding to  i t  the three 
Vows of Poverty, chastity and Obedience, to be pro
nounced in public ceremony. The ursulines of Milan 
were to live  in Community henceforth with a code of 
observances d istin ctiv e ly  their own, and for the 
f i r s t  time to  be recognized as Religious; they con
tinued to attend the schools of Christian Doctrine 
and had a school in their own house, a^1 these 
measures saint Charles imposed fo r  the purpose of 
greater sta b ility  for the Company, when the Cardi
nal died in 1854, he l e f t  in Milan eighteen houses, 
and six  hundred Ursulines. Thus Milan is  considered 
the second prim itive province or congregation of the 
Company of Saint Ursula. 5

This house of ursulines in Milan, wrote sigrid  
Undset, was doubtless the f i r s t  of those homes for 
S isters of a congregation, which after the Reforma
tion contributed so enormously to the l i f e  of the 
Church. A ll the congregations which arose la te r --  
hcapital s is te rs , S isters who nurse patients m the 
hospitals which aroee in their homes, those who un
dertake v is itin g , teaching and missionary work—are 
in a way descendants of saint Angela M erici's  
fam ily. ^

15Ib ld . , p. 312.
14Ib ld . , pp. 312-14.
■̂ I  bid. , p. 314.
■̂̂ Paul e . Campbell, “ St. Ursula*s Company," Homi

le t ic  and Pastoral Review, p. 502 (February, 1935); 
quoting Sigrid Undset, stages on the Road, p. 131. sew 
York; Alfred a . Knopf, 153TZ
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Saint Charles made the f i r s t  revision of saint 
Angela*s Rule, leaving in tact i t s  original substance but 
making the reading clearer throughout. Additional items 
were necessary, however, and he added them.

(1) He placed the in stitu te  under the immediate 
ju r isd iction  of the ordinary.

(2) He forbade any outsider to wear i t s  garb 
which had by now become a black habit with 
a leather cincture.

In a kind le tter to the members, he spoke of their work 
as one of the sp iritu a l consolations of his V isita tion ;

Thus i t  is ,  that in the midst of so many other 
occupations, we f e l t  no weariness in rev ising , re 
newing, and approving your Rule, which task we un
dertook to satisfy  your wish and to render you the 
best & ssistance we could.................These words su f
f ic ie n t ly  prove that the alterations had been made 
according to the Bull of Approbation of pope 
Paul i n  in which he granted the power to a lte r , 
change and to  make new statutes merely with the ap
probation consigned to the Mother General of the 
Company; and this revision is  the ea rliest form of 
the primitive Rule of Saint Angela which has come 
down to  us. i t  is  evident that i t  was never sub
mitted to Rome for approval of i t s  revised ar
t i c l e s .17

■^Monica, op. c l t . , p . 240



CHAPTER I I I

THE FOUNDING OF THE FRENCH UR SUL INES

I t  is  becoming more and more evident that women 
with a relig ious vocation and the s c ie n t if ic  train
ing which only the university can give, are the 
ideal teachers fo r  our catholic g i r l s .1

The rapid expansion of the Ursuline Order in 
France at the end of the sixteenth century is  ex
plained to a certain extent, by the pressing need 
of education, the great number of vocations and 
the wide free  scope fo r  action which the old regime 
permitted to loca l c ommunal and individual in it ia 
t iv e .2

in 1572, the year in which the Bull of pope 
Gregory X I I I  approved the institu te  of saint Angela for 
a second time, and sanctioned the changes made in i t  m  
Milan by saint Charles Borromeo, was born in Avignon, 
France, a g ir l destined to become the f i r s t  ursuline of 
France* The ch ild  thus referred to was Francoiae de 
Beimond. Her father, peter de Beimond, was Treasurer 
of France for Provence, and receiver of customs at the 
port of M arseilles. Francoisewas taught from early 
childhood to shun vice and to love virtue, which lesson 
she learned w ell.

Talented, and an elegant writer, Francoise

^Re ver end Thomas sh ields, The Education of Our 
G ir ls , p. 11. New York: Benziger Bros. ,  1907.

^Marguerite Aron, The Ursulines, pp. 35-36. The 
Decían x .  Moliullen Co., 1947.
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succeeded* even while very young, in having some of her 
juvenile poems printed* Momentarily, this worldly suc
cess f i l l e d  her young heart with pride, hut seeing her 
plight and seriously meditating upon i t ,  she decided to 
consecrate herself to God.

in accordance with her holy design, she took a 
vow of chastity and placed he ree lf under the d irection  
o f Father Romillon. Her sudden conversion was the oc
casion of much rid icu le among the young people of her 
socia l standing but with the fervor of her idea came 
a lso the grace from God to gain some of her former 
friends to her new way of looking at things and to 
gether they devoted themselves to works of p iety, 
chief among which was the catechising and instructing 
of children. The inhabitants of Avignon admired and 
appreciated her devotion to so noble and sorely-needed 
task.

In 1596, Françoise de Bermond and her companions, 
among whom was numbered the daughter of Baron de Vauc- 
leuse, Mademoiselle de Mason de yaucleuse, obtained a 
copy of the constitutions of the ursullnes of Milan.
This they submitted to the examination of Monsignor 
Grimaldi, Father Gallemant, the Director of the ursu- 
lines and Blessed césar de bub, the Founder of the 
Fathers of Christian Doctrine. These learned men with 
one voice advised Françoise and her companions to a f
f i l ia t e  themselves with the Milanese Company.
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Mademoiselle de vaucleuse, at the death of her father, 
was now mistress of her fortune, she offered the group 
a furnished house in the town of L *isle . Twenty-five 
members composed this l i t t l e  band of French Ur su lines 
who made a simple vow of Obedience into the hands of 
Father Romillon as superior, meanwhile the archbishop 
of Avignon became so pleased with the work and zeal of 
these new teachers and the marvelous results that they 

achieved, that he obtained from pope clement VIII ^1592- 
1605) the Miesio canonica fo r  the Avignon group of ursu- 
lin es . These s isters headed by Mere de Bermond were 
inspired by the Milanese Ursulines and are therefore 
considered their sp iritu a l daughters.

This company at Avignon soon attracted the atten
tion of Aix and M arseilles. The e ffe c t  of the work of 
Mere de Bermond was gradually f e l t  in a l l  provence, and 
was eventually to become further known in the entire 
kingdom. A ffilia t io n  of the house of Milan enabled the 
Ursulines of Provence to become in time the sp iritual 
Mothers of most of the houses later established in Eu
rope .

in 1608, Madame Madeleine de Sainte-Beuve, 
widow of Claude de Roux, counsellor of p a n s p a rlia 

ment, manifested to Father Launcelot Marin, S .J .,
Master of novices of the Jesuits of p a n s , and a lso  
her sp iritu a l D irector, her desire to contribute to 
wards a revival of devotion to God. His prudent advice
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to her was that, in order to  bring about spiritual 
changes in a corrupt world, the young must be properly 
trained. Madame de sainte-Beuve properly interpolated 
this b it of advice to mean that her money should be put 
at the disposal of a teaching community. The opportu
nity  to endow a teaching community presented i t s e l f  to 
her in the follow ing manner.

Father Jacques Gallemant had been working alone 
in his daily catechism classes in the l i t t l e  French 
town of Aumals, sen ile , and Fontoise. Realizing that 
the ever increasing amount of work necessitated the as
sistance of women workers, he was successful in organiz
ing such groups of helpere. From these towns the im
petus traveled to Paris, wherein resided Madame Acarie, 
widow and sp iritual daughter of Father Gallemant. she 
practiced re lig iou s philanthropy in the form of estab
lish ing the reformed Carmelites in prance. Her com
panion in the introduction of these Carmelite Huns of 
the Reform of saint Theresa into France, was cardinal 
Pierre de B erulle, the Founder of the French congrega
tion o f the oratory and of whom his close frien d . Saint 
Francis de sales, once said: "He is  everything which x 
would desire to be m yself.*3 However, since sane of  

Madame Acarie*s Carmelite postulants were better f i t t e d  
for  educational work, she donated to them for  this

5A .  M.  P .  ingold, »Cardinal de B eru lle ," The 
Catholic Encyclopedia, I I , 524.
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purpose, her house in the Faubourg Saint Jacques with
Father Gallemant as Director of the enterprise. This
dwelling became the common residence and the central
school. Thus was opened a school with classes of free
instruction to which the fashionables of Paris flocked.
Madeleine de Sainte-Beuve responded to  Madame Aoarie’ s
appeal fo r  fin an cia l aid with these words;

I cannot refuse to put my hand to this good work.
We shall together found a community ursullnes, on 
the condition , however, that the members sh a ll, as 
soon as i t  may be done conveniently, adopt the 
rules of monastic l i f e .

In March, 1608, Madame de Sainte-Beuve and the 
Archbishop of Paris summoned Mere de Bermond to Paris. 
Madame de sainte-Beuve desired Mere de Bermond as p r io r 
ess to in s t i l l  into her Parisian daughters a sp ir it  of 
Saint Angela who had made such a success of the company 
of Saint Ursula. Provence was v isited  by queens, prin
cesses and the great ladies of the court who were eager 
to become acquainted with the traditional manner of 
Saint Angela's method of education as explained later 
in these pages.

Madame de Sainte-Beuve did not consider the time 
opportune to speak to Mere de Bermond of her long sus
tained idea to transform her Parisian community into a 
monastery of clo istered  nuns until September 29, 1610, 
at a time when the s is ters  were becoming accustomed to 
the Rule of saint Angela, and their new chapel on the 
grounds near the Hotel saint-Andre was ready for Divine
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serv ices .4 After the celebration of Holy Mass the bene
factress assembled, the s is te rs  and explained her views of 
monastic l i f e  in conjunction with the a ll  important work 
of instruction to which they had pledged themselves. She 
must have succeeded in being very convincing because the 
p rioress , h erse lf, Mere de Bermond, set the example by 
agreeing to the proposal of c lo istered  community remain
ing a part of the company of Saint Ursula. Thus the 
Parisian monastery now took the three solemn vows com
mon to a l l  religious orders.

Careful research reveals that the sisters whose 
orig inal inspiration was to  do the primitive form of 
work and whose success was constantly on the increase, 
were not always equally enthusiastic about the new move
ment towards c lo is te r ; some were very slow indeed to take 
i t  up. But the pressure of the age w as upon them.

For example, the monasteries of Toulouse and 
Bordeaux both began as prim itive ursulines, the sisters 
teaching in Angela's fashion in both c it ie s  for  eleven 
years before the change was made, when they caught the 
idea from P aris , and being inclined towards retirement 
and contemplation, they f in a lly  adopted c lo is te r ; Tou
louse in 1615 and Bordeaux in 1618. The Ursulines of 
Lyons adopted the movement in the follow ing way: Fran
çoise de Bermond, going home from Paris in 1710, had 
stopped at Lyons to organize a primitive ursuline

40 'R e illy , op. c i t . ,  p. 374.
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establishment offered her, where as the annals declare,
Not only were there many pupils but numbers of 
virtuous young women who were attracted the more as 
there was question neither of c lo is te r  nor of 
solemn vows, in 1618, however, the same Arch
bishop of Lyons, cenys de Marquemont, whose contro
versy with saint Franois de sales had ended with 
clo is terin g  the V isitation  Order, proposed the 
same programme to Mere de Bermond*s ursulmes m 
Lyons, who to the consternation of tneir Proven
cal Motherhouee, adopted now the monastic form. 5

Francoise de xainctonge at Dijon had thought 
only of follow ing the prim itive rule of Angela at 
Brescia. The suggestion of monastic erection  
came to her community from the Bishop, not perhaps 
without the influence of Madame A ca n e , who was 
interested in carmel at Dij on and was a benefac
tress of the ursulines. she was two years decid
ing when a chapter General and a conference of 
eight Theologians clinched the matter. The Nuns 
then accepted unanimously, m  another case, An
toinette Micolon opened an in stitu te  fo r  ursulines 
at Ambert in 1614. After studying the methods of 
the prim itive ursulines at puy fo r  four months, 
with doubts and uncertainties of being without ap
probation from Rome, together with other complica
tions, she was obliged to obtain security for her 
community in m onastic!sm under the Bull of 1621.
At Ablest a p r ie st , the brother of Jeanne de 
Rampalle, urged the assumption of monastic vows 
by the Ursulines of Avignon, and Jeanne, who was 
brought up among the prim itive s is ters , had intended 
her establishment to be of that form. F inally, a 
Nun who was trained by Mere de Luynes, said to have 
been a pupil of Francoise de Bermond, was responsi
ble for the transformation of the ursulines of 
Avignon, although as Postel reminds us, “Angela 
had opposed the idea of c lo is te r  from the begin
n ing.«6

Francoise de Bermond, sometime before 1610, 
composed the f i r s t  pedagogical supplement to the 
Rule of saint Angela's manuscript which did not 
provide her daughters detailed  description as to 
how an Ursuline should comply with the task of 
training youth. To be sure, in how far i t  was

^Monica, op. c i t . ,  pp. 548-49. 
^Ibid. , pp. 348-49.
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handed down from the Provence s is te rs , or to 
what extent at a l l ,  i t  wae blended with the 
pedagogical maxime of Father Romillon under 
whose direction the Provencal daughters of 
Angela were teaching, could be learned only 
by examining c r it ic a lly  the f i r s t  Rule 
printed in Provence. The Rule which saint 
Angela bequeathed to her sp iritual daughters 
as a legacy is  as valuable today as i t  was 
then. 7

The learned Jesu it sa lvatori, compiling his l i f e  
of Saint Angela at the time of her canonisation in 1807, 
declared that he was unable to find the original or an 
authenticated copy.

I have obtained, he said, merely a copy of 
the edition  the least altered from the orig in al.
That i t  truly is  the copy submitted to me may 
be seen in the statement of it s  author. The ed i
tion dates from 1673, and was made by p. Gio 
C ristoni, sp iritu a l Director of the ursulines at 
the time. 8

But Françoise expressed her understanding of the 
Ursuline vocation and ursuline duties as the re flex  of 
Angela»8 mind in the f i r s t  constitutions of paris, 1607, 
and which comprised the follow ing chapters;

Chapter one; Of the perfection and great union 
with God to which ursulines should 
aspire in order to f u l f i l l  their 
vocation.

Chapter Two; some considerations which the ur
sulines should keep in mind in or
der to bear with joy  the labor of 
instructing.

Chapter Three; How they ought to teach.
Chapter Four; what they should teach their pupils.

7I b i d . , p. 245.

© Ib id . ,  p. 245
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The substance of these chapters, the earliest 
programme la id  down for the educational work of an ur
sulina in follow ing out the genius and family sp ir it  of

Qthe company of saint Ursula runs as fo llo w s ;57
The principal end and aim of ursulines being 

the instruction of young g ir ls  in Christian p i 
ety and manners becoming their sex, in order that 
God may bless their work, and that they may labor 
fr u it fu lly , they should study to acquire great 
perfection , and try to attain a high degree of 
prayer and great union with God.

Behold, then, how much you are obliged to 
labor to acquire great perfection  and sanctity, 
that you may labor fru it fu lly  and be blessed and 
that by this means you may f u l f i l l  your vocation, 
fo r  i f  through your fa u lt , the young g ir ls  con
fided to you are not w ell instructed, God w ill 
demand of you a very severe account of i t . * 10

Chapter Two reads as follow s;
The instruction o f young g ir ls  being a most 

laborious task, ursulinas, in order to encourage 
and fo r t i fy  themselves therein, should often set 
before themselves Jesus Christ who sees them and 
considers how they acquit themselves of th is work 
which He has put into their hands; that these souls 
are the price of His blood; that He died for them 
and that they are His spouses. They may represent 
to themselves the angels present who take acount 
of a l l  their words and actions as very precious 
before God, and fo r  which they w i l l  be highly re
warded in Heaven.

What a consolation to see that a Guardian An
g e l holds i t  a great favor from God to a ss is t , in 
struct and inspire a soul while in the body, and 
that never does he abandon that which God has given 
him to guard. What dignity i t  is  to  perform here 
the o ffice  of good a n ge ls .ll

Chapter Three dealing with »How ursulines Should Teach'»;

^Ib ld . , pp. 330-31.
10Constitutions of the ursulinas of the congre- 

gation of p aris , chap. 11, p. 21.
■^• Îbld., pp. 21-22.



24

I f in order to govern others w ell, i t  is  neces
sary f i r s t  to have learned to command oneself, the 
Huns destined for the management and instruction of 
young g ir ls  w ill  be watchful to repress the passions 
and impulses which may arise in their correction , 
taking care not to give way to anger, on such occa
sions, they muet never through impatience or other
wise, strike or hurt them, i f  i t  be necessary to 
chastise them, this must not be done except by the 
express order of the Mother superior or the Direc
tress; fo r  to the la tter i t  properly belongs to or
der manual corrections which should always be given 
with a serene and tranquil mind, with a zeal d i 
vested of a l l  passion, employing for that purpose 
the person appointed by the Mother Superior.

Ahd in as much as some young g ir ls  are corrected 
by fea r , others by gentleness, scsne by the rod, 
others by mild persuasions, some by s ilen ce , others 
by look or manner only; the mistresses of each class 
w ill study their natural d ispositions, their in clin a 
tions and their capability , in order to guide and 
treat them with prudence and d iscretion . 2

"What ursulines should Teach Their pupils» is  taken care

of in the follow ing d irections:
Although the greater part of the time should be 

employed in teaching the children to read, to w rite, 
to sew and do other work suitable to their age and 
sex, hevertheless, ursulines w ill remember that 
Christian Doctrine and good behavior are the p rin ci
pal things they ought to teach, keeping simply to the 
text of the Catechism without introducing any studied 
discourse or farfetched questions, repressing the 
ouriosity  of their pupils, m  order to accustom them 
to treat of Divine things with respect, and to make 
them more humble and more submissive to the simple 
truths of our Faith.

However, i f  i t  is  necessary to say something to 
make the catechism better understood, they w ill  do 
i t  prudently and w isely, without running the risk  
of saying anything which might be beyond their 
reach and that of their pupils.

The teachers w il l  give catechism lessons two or 
three times a week, or oftener, i f  the Mother su
perior and the Directress think proper.

When they see the children have attained the use 
of reason, their teachers w ill  in fam iliar terms, 
make them understand the means of turning to God,

12Ib id .
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and the obligation thereof; hew in the morning 
when they f i r s t  awake, they should arm themselves 
with the sign of the cross, adore His in fin ite  
Majesty, thank Him, o ffe r  themselves to Him, teg 
His grace and means to  love Him perfectly  and to 
keep His holy commandments. They w ill  teach them 
how they should honor their parents and superiors 
with obedience and.respect. They w ill also teach 
them to make every day the examination of con
science, to make a good concession, to hate and 
shun sin , showing them by fam iliar example or 
story, i t s  malice, ugliness and misery, and the 
punishment i t  en ta ils , in short, a fter  having 
catechized and instructed them, they w ill dispose 
them fo r  confession and a worthy f i r s t  Holy com- 
muni on.

The Mistresses w ill  encourage them to confess 
frequently. If any ask to go to an extraordinary 
confessor, they w ill  be permitted, that they may 
have the opportunity to confess fre e ly . Those 
who have received their F irst Holy communion w ill 
be encouraged to receive frequently, even daily* 
according to the intention of Holy Mother church 
and the advice of their confessor.

They w ill  form the manners of the children ac
cording to modesty and good breeding common to  the 
most wise and virtuous Christian women who live  
honorably in the world, impressing on them the 
necessity of praying earnestly that God may d i
re ct  them in a state of l i f e .

They w ill  take care by every suitable means, 
to preserve in these young g ir ls  their f i r s t  in
nocence, not permitting any overture or declara
tion to  be made which could teach them the e v il 
they knew not before. Above a l l ,  they must incul
cate in their souls a great reverence f  or God and 
a great fear of offending Him; hence, to detest 
v ice , to shun lie s  and words of double meaning; 
to love truth and candor, to be always m the pres
ence of others, and to avoid idleness, as to the 
teaching of secular knowledge, Ursulines shall con
form to the needs of the time and to  the customs 
of the country.

Day pupils w il l  be trained on these same prin
c ip le s , preferably in separate establishments. 
However, in case of necessity , they may be taught 
together. Great care and prudence must be exer
cised in the supervision of intercourse between 
boarders and day p u p ils .13

■^Constitutions of the ursulines of the p a n s 
Congregation, pp. 23-24.

* A V / Î
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I t  is  important to observe that Mere Françoise 
de Bermond insisted  that boarding school l i f e  in the 
Ursuline schools should be made as sim ilar to family l i f e  
as possible. This idea was iden tica l with s is ter  Angela’ s 

Mother-idea.
She considered the mother of paramount importance 
in the structure of society and though she acknowl
edged the fo ib le s  o f her age and sex, she alone of 
a l l  the Renaissance pedagogues indicated how to 
overcome them.14

Saint Angela was not so set upon the ursulines 
employing a certain  d e fin ite  system of pedagogy as she 
was anxious that no matter what system they employed i t  
should embody the Mother-idea, i t  was Angela’ s convic
tion that the g ir ls  would regenerate society  and since 
the Ursulines were the instructors of the g ir ls  they 
should train them in the modesty and discretion  of truly
great Christian women in the world.

Renaissance historians took notice of Angela’ s
h is to r ica l position  because of her insistence on home

influence, pastor remarks that
The company of Saint Ursula, d iffused  over north
ern Ita ly , proved to be one of the most important 
factors  in the revival of Christian sp ir it  in the 
fam ilies . This great work could never have been 
accomplished had the company been c lo is te red . 15

In every ursuline school there is  a certain home 
atmosphere that is  characteristic of the ursulines who

14Monica, op. o i t . ,  p. 202.
15I b i d . , p .  309
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have received  from saint Angela the Mother-idea. Who 
wished for the products of the ursuline schools to be 
women of the home. The sp ir it  of the ursuline educators 
i s  one of motherliness, based on saint Angela’ s mother- 
idea; with the principal aim being instruction in Chris
tian Doctrine and Christian conduct, meanwhile teaching 
the ch ild  to think, act and express i t s e l f .  Angela’ s 
Mother-idea carried out in A rticle Two of chapter Three 
of the Reglemens;

For the benefit of their pupils they should 
study to display a conduct f u l l  of sweetness and 
oharity, of prudenoe, d iscretion  and motherly 
foresigh t, fu l l  of kindness and not exacting*

while the children in their turn are admonished;
While they stay in the Monastery, they should 

take the Nuns who teach them fo r  their mothers, 
since they hold the place of a mother. 16

The class mistress has to  mother the children 
sp ir itu a lly . She is  enjoined by the Reglemens 
(Ursuline Regulations) to teach them how to over
come themselves in their passions and bad inclina 
tions, helping them to discover their strongest 
impulses, she is to give them some l i t t l e  exer- 
oises in the way of v irtue, and to  th is end she is  
to talk with each one personally from time to 
time; th is would appear to be an important part of 
their system of individual ins true t i  on. 1'7

That Mere de Berraond had one thought only in 
penning her pedagogical supplement to the Rule of 
Saint Angela was to  give f u l l  instructions upon 
the duties of ursulines in the school is  plain 
fo r  in them she makes no reference to conventual 
habits or monastic l i f e .  The matter is  remark
ably original and individual with the emphasis 
thrown entirely  upon teaching. Most notably is 16 17

16Ib id . , p. 370.
17I b id . , p. 371.
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accentuated the reciprocal e f fe c t  between the ur- 
sulines* work of education and that of their own 
personal sa n ctifica tion ; her words form one of 
the golden passages o f the ursuline Hule;

The ursulinas vow and promise to employ them
selves in instructing young g ir ls ,  proposing this 
fo r  th eir principal end and aim, disposing to this 
e f fe c t  a ll  their charges and o f f ic e s , and devoting 
themselves to this work with a l l  their strength 
and concentration of mind, considering that by 
this means they f u l f i l l  their vocation .»18

The p a n s  Nuns were ca lled  the great ursulinas, 
because o f the fourth vow, taken for the f i r s t  time 
in 1612, and which distinguishes them from a ll  
other branches of ursulinas

Undoubtedly that which would have pleased 
Angela best in the chapters written by Francoise 
de Bexraond was th is  stress which she la id  upon 
teaching as the objective of the in stitu te , and 
her insistence upon the Mother-idea in the school. 
I t  was not without a concentrated meaning, as 
concluded Francoise, an implied power, to  use a 
modem term, that Angela added to her teaching 
injunction the fo llow ing phrase; **do not f a i l  to 
teach good conduct as w ell as good doctrine.**
This phrase Francoise proceeded to amplify ac
cording to the needs of her generation. Now 
Francoise* teaching in it s  day created a great 
sensation. New and orig inal, i t  attracted, as 
we see, a wide and marked attention . Me re de 
Bermond, an Authority on the constitutions goes on 
to say; Tbese demands, education for  family 
l i f e ,  and fo r  Christian l i f e  in the world pre
eminently, seem to us today a matter of course; 
yet in the days of Francoise de Bermond, and in 
the days of Ahgela M erici, i t  was rea lly  a new 
form of education and made a great s t ir .

A second novelty which actually aroused sus
picion in certain quarters in France, was the pro
gram for a thorough education fo r  g ir ls ,  particu
larly  in R elig ion . Luther, at that time, was de
manding schools fo r  young g ir ls ,  n o w , by a cu ri
ous lo g ic , i t  was considered somewhat **Lutherian** 
in  parla to  have g ir ls  educated m  the soienoes. 
people thought i t  safer to guard the g ir ls  in

i e I b i d . , p. 304.

19I b i d . , p. 442
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th eir fa ith  and innocence by keeping them ig 
norant of the Be. 20

Louis V eu illot, who died in 1S83, noted French 
jou rn a lis t and writer, once remarked: wl f  the 
women of France remained catholic in the seven
teenth century, we must thank the ursu lines.#21

Such was the popular view of the matter; but 
contrary to the s p ir it  of the century, Francoise 
and Mme> de sainte-Beuve, the Paris Foundress, both 
agreed perfectly  on this point—a boarder education, 
knowing themselves to  be one with Angela, the 
original Author of the ursuline idea, as a resu lt 
of their conviction the ordinance, to include a 
thorough education was inserted in the foundation 
chapters of the Paris constitu tions, in order to 
insure i t s  being carried out, and thus i t  remains 
to this d a y .*

There occurred at this juncture an event that 
saddened the Parisian Monastery of ursulines. Mere de 
Bermond's superiors at Aix reca lled  her to  that founda
tion . i t  seems that the superiors realized that the 
erection of the Paris House in to  a c lo istered  monastery 
with enclosure and solemn vows, including the vow of 
instruction had met with Mere de Bermond's approval and 
they were r ig h tfu lly  fea rfu l lest she should desire to 
remain in paris (The Parisian ursulines were the f i r s t  
Ursulines to be clo istered  and to  make solemn vows). To 
prevent this catastrophe. Mere de Bermond was recalled 
to Aix. This act of obedience required a great amount

2°ib ld . , pp. 304-05.
21ursuline of Alaska, L ife  of The Reverend Mother 

Amadeus of The Heart of Jesus, p. 31. Hew York; The pauT- 
is t  press, 1923.

22Monica, op. c i t . ,  p. 305.
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of sa cr ifice  on her part because she desired a secluded 
l i f e  and was happy to see the Parisian House elevated to 
the dignity of a regular monastery. Exemplary relig ious 
that she was* and rea liz in g  that she had been sent to 
Paris merely to lend a helping hand, Mere de Bermond 
gave prompt and unreserved obedience to the superiors 
who had deemed i t  appropriate f i r s t  to send her to Paris 
and then to reca ll her. On her return Mere de Bermond 
established a t Lyons in 1610 a monastery which was blessed 
with some vexy fervent religious* Archbishop Denys de 
Marquemont pleased with the holiness of the lives  of the 
Ursulines residing there and wishing to give the congre
gation greater s ta b ility , convinced the s is ters  to apply 
to change the congregation into a re lig iou s  order. Thus 
the foundation of Lyons became a c lo is te red  community who 
pronounced solemn vows* Mere de Bermond* s happiness was 
complete when fin a lly  in 1620 she was permitted to  pro
nounce her solemn vows.2** ger zeal in establishing u r -  

suline foundations was so great that their number soon 
increased to a hundred, thus earning fo r  her the t i t l e  
of «Angola Merici of prance." she died on February 19, 
1628, at the age of f i f t y - s ix .

While Mere de Bermond was edifying her sisters 
in Aix by the holiness of her l i f e ,  her former benefac
tress, Madame de sainte-Beuve, continued to take a

23Solemn vows are perpetual vows permitted by the 
Church to be taken by those members belonging to a Re
lig ious order as approved by the church.
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l iv e ly  interest in her Parisian House which she later 

enlarged and abundantly endowed. God granted her l i f e  
until she saw the erection of eleven ursuline monas
te r ie s . she died on the 29th of August, 1630.

The House of paris was now a real convent with 
c lo is te r  and solemn vows according to the Rule of saint 
Augustine, perhaps the lo g ica l question to ask here is :  
Why did the ursulines choose to  follow  the Rule of Saint 

Augustine?
The Annals of 1616 t e l l  us that the f i r s t  reason 

was because of the wide scope of the Rule of Saint Augus
tine to embrace constitutions which characterize the new 
Order, the second reason being that the foundation of 
this Rule answers the double purpose of the ursulines— 
the love of God and the love o f neighbor; while the 
third reason is  that of the splendid example of zeal for  
souls displayed by the Bishop of Hippo since the daugh
ters of saint Ursula should exercise th is same o ffio e  as 
helpers of the Bishops.



CHAPTER IV

THE HISTORIC AL DEVELOPMENT OP THE VO# 

OP INSTRUCTION

The ursulinas vow and promise to employ them
selves in instructing young g ir ls , proposing this 
fo r  their principal end and aim, disposing to this 
e f fe c t  a l l  their charges and o ffice s , aad devoting 
themselves to this with a l l  their strength and con
centration of mind, considering that by th is means 
they f u l f i l l  their vocation .1

Even in their prim itive Rule, saint Angela in
sisted on her educational idea, in chapter XIX of the 
Rule is stated;

That no one is  exempt, a l l  are to do chari
table work, especially  the work of Christian in
struction ; here, the charitable work is  vague, 
unspecified; but the educational work is  p os i
tive ly  and e x p lic it ly  exacted; Christian in 
struction . 2

To Monsieur de Marillac and cardinal Pierre de 
Berulle, in 1619, is  owed the genesis of the Fourth 
Vow, the vow of instruction , which distinguishes the 
Ursulines of paris from a ll  other ursulines. Be
cause of the economic and p o lit ic a l state of a ffa irs  
in the work, and on account of the human incon
stancy, promised no security, afforded no guarantee 
fo r  the future; the education of young g ir ls  a l
ways remained in the provisional stage of uncer
tainty. To end the ju s t , the legitim ate and very 
natural apprehensions that might arise , Mme. de 
Sainte Beuve and her council thought i t  necessary 
to regularize the new foundation of paris , to

^Constitutions of paris (1923), part i ,  Chap. 1,
Art. 1.

M onica, op, c i t . ,  p. 284.
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erect i t  into a Religious order and to  assure i t s  
s ta b ility  by solemn vow. Here is  clearly  m i r r o r e d  
that peculiar point of view, the apprehensions, 
which feudal society held towards the socia l aspect 
of n on -clo istra l re lig iou s l i f e .  The above two men
tioned men were part of the committee chosen to 
give advice on this matter. Monsieur de M&rillac 
as a Christian father and a trained lawyer, was work
ing to preserve in i t s  in tegrity  the end fo r  which 
Angela established her Order and which so deeply con
cerned the Christian fam ily; for the ursuline in his 
eyes was a mother who has to  protect and nourish the 
sp ir itu a l, supernatural l i f e  issuing from the Bap
tismal fon t. Angela who had predicted that she would 
be more alive a fter her death than when actually with 
her daughters in the body, must have watched over the 
choice of these illu s tr io u s  men to interpret her 
s p ir it  and continue in her order the Mother-idea with 
i t s  program of fostering and d irectin g , i t  was 
planned that the ursulines should partake to a lim
ited  extent in the joys of l itu rg ica l service, ob
serving moderation in the practice of penance, while 
a l l  through the scheme drawn up in this council there 
was emphasized a special concentration upon the o b li
gation of the vow of Teaching, xheir main concern was 
to  show the ursulines* obligation to teach more than 
giving them any sp e c ific  ideas as how to teach.
M. de M&rillac did much to train the s is ters  in the 
management of business and in the art of teaching, 
placing h is own daughter in the sch ool.3

With a boldness that could as nothing short of 
the supernatural, Ahgela petitioned Rome that as the 
Society*s object was to be charity , the instruction 
o f  young g ir ls  . . . .  i t  might be endowed with the 
power to y ie ld  to the exigencies of the time and 
su it i t s e l f  to the needs of each age. Bid the foun
dress foresee the reaction which was to set m  to
wards enclosure? Bid she fe e l already the in flu 
ence of the coming great council of Trent or was i t  
only her prudence and caution, or even a s p ir it  of 
superb breadth that prompted her to be ready, even 
to the extent of .retiring into c lo is te r  should oc
casion require?

What marvelous prevision was hers when she ven
tured to ask the Holy see to grant her society a 
priv ilege  almost unknown in the h istory of re lig iou s 
canons, and moreover to  be invested in a noman-ap- 
proved institu te i t s e l f ,  the priv ilege of changing

3 I b l d . , p p . 3 4 0 - 4 2 .
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i t s  own Rule, and that merely by the sanction of 
the Ordinary? That such a power was so under
stood in the ursuline order, and that i t  was car
ried  out, may be made quite clear from i t s  subse
quent h istory.

in reply to  this request, pope paul m  em
bodied in the original Bull of Approbation, 1544, 
the power to a lter , change, and to  make new 
statutes . . . .  which a lterations, changes and 
new statutes were to be considered as approved 
by the same Apostolic authority.

Thus was established in the ursuline order 
that principle of e la s t ic ity  which made i t s  Foun
dress assert without hesitation , that her order 
would la st through a ll  ages to be. The late re
vered p o n t i f f , Pius X» described this character
is t ic  which has always made the ursuline in s t i 
tute peculiarly congenial to the mind of the 
Holy see. when in h is Motu proprio of May 8th, 
1905, to the ursulines he la id  a finger on the 
adaptability of Angela*s idea: "It  has always 
been in the wishes of the A postolic see, that 
relig ious in stitu tes , notably those devoted to 
the education of youth, should str iv e , while 
carefu lly  preserving their original s p ir i t ,  to 
adapt themselves properly to the change of con
ditions arising  in time and circumstances.*^

The Bull of Approbation was signed by pope 
Paul Y on June 13, 1612, ordaining that the Huns 
of th is congregation of the Monastery of paris 
"sha ll make profession and assume vows of pov
erty, chastity , obedience and the instruction of 
young g ir ls ,  proposing this for their chief end 
and aim, thinking of i t  continually, disposing 
to th is end each and a l l  of their charges and o f
f ic e s  and applying themselves to i t  with a l l  their 
power and concentration of mind." These force fu l 
words ccaning from the supreme Head of the church 
have been placed in the f i r s t  chapter of the con
stitu tion s of p a ris . To prevent any misinterpre
tation of his meaning the Holy Father explained 
what he meant by instruction ; *to teach them 
Christian p iety, virtues and good behavior, and 
the duties and exercises praiseworthy and proper 
to  their sex ." Thus was stated the epitome of 
St. Angela*s idea of Christian obedience, e le 
vated to a higher act o f relig ion  by the spe
c i f i c  vow of in stru ction .5

4Ib id . , pp. 238-39.
Regulations for the ursulm es of L ou isv ille , 

Kentucky of the congregation of p a r is , p. 1. 1943.
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Saint Angela's original idea m regard to the 
education of young g ir ls  was as follow s: she and her 
companions would gather in the l i t t l e  oneE of the neigh
borhood and teach them Christian Doctrine, religious 
hymns and t e l l  them some information regarding the lx t -  
uzgy of the church, vhat else did they do but teach 
them the principles of Faith and the foundations of 
morality as embodied in the commandments of God and of 
the church? Angela Merici rea lized  that the g ir ls  
would have to be the inspiration of the home and of so 
ciety  and i t  was her way of combating un-chrietian tend
encies .

With the teaching of the truth and the acting 
o f what was righ t, she counted upon creating a 
so lid  basis in society , from which a l l  the cur
ricu la  of a l l  the schools could take root as from 
a sane and healthy s o i l .  The present business in 
her own life tim e , she thought was to provide the 
ground, her successors might and did look to  the 
product that was to be grown upon i t . 6

Generations of Ursulines have worked upon this 
preparative so il  and, with the e la s tic ity  of the con sti
tutions to a lte r  the curricula to  meet the needs of the 
age, they have produced educators and pupils second to 

none.
The intention that saint Angela had in mind when 

she founded the ursuline order was to train the g ir ls  for 
family l i f e .  She realized that the mother's influence 
in the heme is purely personal and therefore she planned

M onica, op. c i t . ,  p . 291
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to form the young g ir ls  through education of the heart 
and w il l .  A ll of this may sound tr ite  now, tut we must 
remember that before the time of Saint Angela, no r e 
ligious order having education as i t s  special aim had 
been founded* The g ir ls  were educated m  the monasteries 
but no religious society conducted schools.

“The mother-thought of Angela," says p oste l,
"was alv/ays the education of young g ir ls ,  i t  was to 
teach them that she introduced into her Rule v is its  to 
the sick and poor. This should be kept in mind when 
studying her work because i t  has determined the subse
quent development of the Order."7

Each time that the church o f f ic ia l ly  entrusted 
the work of education to them, she gave them a more 
intense and stable re lig iou s  l i f e ,  i t  was at Milan, 
that saint Charles Borromeo imposed upon them vows 
and a common l i f e ;  i t  was at Paris in 1616 that the 
Holy gee entrusted the vow of instruction to the 
Ursulines of the congregation of Paris.

The holy Foundress would have her company, as 
she f i r s t  recognized i t  and gave i t  laws and ru les,

- forming as i t  were a component part of the c i v i l  
society in which she lived , with i t s  root at every 
hearthstone so that i t s  own divine and heavenly 
l i f e  should embrace and penetrate the whole frame 
work of the busy world around i t ,  and pour into 
a l l  minds, hearts, and homes, the saving and 
sanctifying influences of supernatural fa ith , 
teaching, piety and example.

She knew that her company was to last forever.
She gave to i t s  beginning that organic form which 
was in the most perfect keeping with the sp ir it  
and needs of her country and age, infusing into 
that f i r s t  form the soul of those characteristic

^Mother M. Saint John, O.S.U., ursulme Method 
of Education, p. v i. Rahway, Hew Jersey; Quinn & 
Boden c o . , 1946.
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virtues, of that heaven-sent wisdom, which were 
to pass with the name of ursuline in to every 
transformation and change rendered afterward 
necessary by the circumstances of time and place, 
and approved and directed by the sp ir it  of God 
in the church.8

The vow of instruction became the signal for  
peace a fter  the long combats fo r  and against clo istered  
l i f e .  The root of this vcw lay in the vow of s ta b ility  
which was made in a l l  the Houses of provence.

A thesis written by Anne Bert out in 1935 
at the university of Paris en titled  "Les 
Ursulines de parie sous Lfancien regime," states 
that "Superiors must have feared fo r  a time that 
teaching, the principal object of the Order of 
St. Ursula, might be lo s t  sight o f, or at least 
relegated to second place. With the approbation 
of cardinal de Rets, the congregation of p a n s  
adopted the fourth vow in 1640."9 10

The word education is  not e x p lic it ly  stated 
in the constitution drawn up by s t . Angela, the 
work for which she and her companions through 
a l l  time were to be the chosen instruments, and 
neither does her last w il l  and testament express 
i t  in so many words. But when we study these 
documents we understand how marvelously suited 
they are to form a body of mistresses able to 
meet a l l  the educational needs of any age or 
country, and able as well to survive what 
would appear as radical and ruinous changes m 
the organization of any other relig ious body.3-0

I t  was a saving thought contrary to those opposed 
to the idea of c lo is te r , that would for a l l  time secure 
to the ursulines the c^own of stars promised to those who 
instruct many unto ju s t ic e , with the introduction of the 
fourth vow the most burning problem which had separated

80*R eilly , op. c i t . ,  pp. 190-91.
9Aron, op. c i t . ,  p. 45.

10O*R«illy, op. c i t . ,  pp. 189-90.
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them was solved. Those of the congregation of paris
adopted the fourth vtw and the remaining ursulines did
not although s t i l l  making education their principal work.
The fourth vow stated into the hands of the p o n t if f ,
Paul y , in 1640, that the Huns of the paris congregation

shall make profession of and assume vows of pov
erty, chastity , Obedience and the instruction  of 
Young G ir ls , proposing this fo r  their ch ie f end 
and aim, thinking of i t  continually, disposing 
to  this end each and a l l  of their charges and 
o ffice s  and applying themselves to i t  with a ll 
their power and concentration of mind.11

perhaps the Holy pather with the wisdom accruing 
from h is Holy o f f ic e  could foresee that teaching since 
i t  is  so laborious but nevertheless is  the principal ob
je c t  of the Order of saint Ursula would be relegated to 
a second place, urged the adoption of the Vow of in 
struction in order to  assure the church, at that time, 
of at least one order who would

guard, the trust and keep free from profane 
novelties in speech and the contradictions 
of so-ca lled  knowledge which some have pro
fessed  and have fa llen  away from the fa ith .11 12

A very old copy of the constitutions of the 
Monastic congregation of paris, bearing the date of 
1646, a lso  had the above idea in mind when the fo llow 
ing artiole  was included;

11The constitutions of the ursulines of the con
gregation of Paris (1608-1923). Archives o f the ursu- 
line Motherhouee, L ou isv ille , Kentucky.

l2Tim. 6: 20-21.
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This fourth vow is  a l l  the more exalted in 
perfection  and merit» because i t  concerns the 
great sp iritu a l welfare of souls . . . .  But be
cause i t  is to be feared that the exercise  of 
this vow could easily  be altered, i t s  practice 
being so arduous . . . .  i t  w i l l  not be per
mitted to any Ursuline re lig iou s , because of 
this fourth vow, to leave the Order to go to 
reform or to establish  any other Order, under 
any pretext however plausible and seemingly good; 
and they shall not accept an Attey, priory , or 
any other superiorships outside the Order. And 
they who carry the t it le  of foundress or benefac
tress, shall not aspire to dispensations from the 
instruction of youth, but these may be employed 
according to  their physical and in te llectu a l 
strength as the superior shall see f i t . ls

The Paris Ursulines enjoyed the unshared 
prerogative of a special vow for the instruction  
of youth.

I t  has often been said that the ursulines of 
the f i r s t  house of the order of pan s received 
their method of education fro »  the Jesu its. This 
is  very probable, since three Jesu its, John 
Gontery, Charles de la  Tour, and Pierre coton, 
helped to prepare their con stitu tion s. Besides 
th is, the f i r s t  three E cc les ia stica l superiors 
were Doctors of the sorbonne, and history shows 
that the university of Paris was the inspiration 
and model of the f i r s t  colleges of the society  
of Jesus.15

Since the directors of the f i r s t  house of 
Paris brought to the ursulines the combined in
fluence of the sorbonne and the society  of Jesus, 
we may conclude that this same influence helped 
the Reglements to become for the ursulines what 
the Ratio studiorum was fo r  the Jesu its. The 
form of administration is  the same as theirs, 
with the superior being responsible for a l l ,  as 
is  the rector; the mistress general holds the 
principal place in the school, thus corresponding * 14 *

^C onstitutions of the ursulines of the congre
gation of Paris.

14Ursuline uun. The catholic Educational Asso- 
cia tlon  B u lletin , Vol. XVIII. p. 14IT

•^^other saint John, op. c i t . , p. 285.
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to the prefect of studies of the Jesu its, and 
a single mistress teaches a l l  the subjects in 
a class as does a single professor a class in 
the schools of the society  of Jesus. The 
method of teaching also must have been taken 
from the Ratio with that of the preparation 
of each c la ss , the exercises fo r  the formation 
of the in te lle c t  and the means of emulation.
Most probably the Jesuits suggested the three 
divisions as they had been in their f i r s t  
boarding school, and the ursulines, with their 
inborn material in stin ct and a special grace 
obtained for them by saint Angela, pushed the 
idea to i t s  perfection in giving these d iv i
sions the ideal organization that is  described 
in the Reglements. The whole constitutes a 
method of education admirably adapted to the 
Christian formation o f the young g ir l  and to 
the preparation fo r  the future mother. 16

This method s t i l l  remains the basis for the 

type of trad ition a l Ursuline education imparted by the 
Ursulines of the congregation o f Paris whose members 
pronounce the vow of instruction . A more complete 
para lle l between the Ratio studiorum of the Jesuits and 
the Reglements of the ursulines of Paris shall be d is
cussed in more detail la ter  in this work.

That the Ursulines have been true sp iritual 
mothers, that they have always sought personal 
contact with the ch ild  and developed the family 
sp ir it  is  evident from the «Reglements des ur- 
eulines de P aris ,«  published for the f i r s t  time 
in 1652, reprinted m 1705 and 1845, revised m 
1860 and reprinted in 1895 and fin a lly  revised 
by the ursulines of the Roman union in 1943.* 17

in the writings of venerable Mother Mary of the 
incarnation (1639) a passage occurs which well increases 
our esteem for these Regulations by displaying the high

■L6I bid. , p. 57.
17Ib id ., p. 57
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esteem in which she held them and termed of their merit. 
Eulogizing the Funs of the congregation of p a n s who had 
gone to canada, she says,

besides their constitutions, they have Regu
lations which extend to the minutest d eta ils , so 
that in a l l  things, great or small, they are, 
from the time of their n ov itia te , as w ell in 
structed and formed as the elders of the oom- 
muni ty . 18

As teachers of French g ir ls , the Parisian ursu- 
lin es became a great force in the l i f e  about them, rhe 
Ursulinee have always realized that education is  a train
ing for l i f e ;  therefore the oldest eaition  of the con sti
tutions (1608) as a supplement to the Rule of saint 
Angela stated that The ursulines should teach the ch il
dren to read and w rite, sew and do other work suitable 
to their age.*19

The constitutions further interpret the yow of 
instruction by adding that »as regards the teaching of 
secular knowledge the ursulines shall conform to the 
needs of the time and to the custom of the country.»20

There are works of zeal more striking to the 
eye than the instruction of children and the edu
cation of youth but none more so lid , more fr u it 
fu l , more worthy of the esteem of God and man.21

18lb id . , p. 9.
^Constitutions of the ursulines of the congre

gation of paris .
2°Ib id . , p . 24.
Slîîeverend Bruno vercruysse, flew p ra ctica l Medi

ta tion s. p. 346. Few york; Benziger Bros. , 1876 (rev ised ).
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One does not know the ursulines, however, unless 
one knows their pupils. Therefore, an educational pro
gram has been inserted from saint Martin’ s, Ohio; Cleve
land and Toledo, Ohio; and L o u isv ille , Kentucky. ¿11 
members of these convents pronounce the fourth vow and 
follow  the traditional Ursuline educational program as 
orig inally  outlined in the Reglemens and modified ac
cording to saint Angela*s d irection  to meet the needs of 

the time.



CHAPTER V

THE YOU OP INSTRUCTION AS EXEMPLIFIED IN  

VARIOUS FOUNDATIONS OF THE UR SUL INES

School of the Brown county ursulmes 
Saint Martin,' CETo

For more than four centuries, beginning in Europe, 
and then in A fr ic a ,  the ursuline order has held high 
rank in the education o f youth, in 1845. invited  by the 
Right Reverend John Baptist Purcell, D.D., of Cincinnati, 
Mother Ju lia  ch a tfie ld , from the famous ureulme convent 
of Boulogne-eur mer, France, founded the school in Brown 
County, Ohio.1

Wisely directed by her, i t  became at an early 
period of i t s  h istory, one of the foremost houses 
of education in the Middle west* i t  was in cor
porated under laws of the state of Ohio, July 31,
1864, as Saint Ursula Literary in stitu te  of Brown 
County.2

The aim of the ureulme educators of this school 
is  to send out young g ir ls  with carefu lly  developed char
acters who are interested in establishing the Christian 
virtues in their hemes. *

^»These Ursulines belong to the pan s Foundation 
of the Ursuline order and consequently pronounce the 
fourth vow, that of in struction .»

^Bulletin of the school of the Brown County ur
sulines , p. 5. s't. Martin ," Ohio, 1048".
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The bulletin  further states that as the particu
lar objectives of the school great care is  taken to form 
the pupils to habits of study» of neatness, economy and 
order. A ll the details that combine to make a refined 
and cultured Christian woman are a part of the daily  
l i f e  of the student. The bulletin  further explains;

I t  i s  a generally accepted principle among catho
l i c  educators that the vocation of the majority of the 
pupils in our schools is  in the home. The training fo r  
this position  is  carried out in an informal way by means 
of serving, entertaining and acting as hostess and in a 
formal way in the Home Economic classes.

The students are taught the proper deta ils  of 
arrangement and cleanlinese in the various depart
ments of a house. The ordinary functions of a 
dining-room are attended to in serving fellow  stu
dents and the various house guests who take their 
meals with the resident students. Entertaining is  
another way of making a heme a ttra ctive . Parties, 
their planning, decorative d eta ils , appropriate 
menus, e tc . are put into the hands of the stu
dents under the d irection  of the S isters. Con
certs , r e c ita ls , e t c . ,  come under this heading. A

The care of their cloth ing, mending, darning, 
e tc . is  stressed as is  the order of their sleep
ing apartments, of their dresser drawers, c lo se ts , 
e t c .4

Cultural training is  given through appreciation 
of Literature in the courses o f English, Latin and mod
ern Languages.

^ Ib id ., p. 5.
f e t t e r  from sister Josephine, O.S.U., School of 

the Brown county ursulines, s t . Martin, Ohio, January 13, 
1949.
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There are special advantages in music, Art
Speech and Dramatics.

Art clubs, Music clubs, and Dramatic clubs 
are encouraged as sustaining the in terest of the 
students by putting them in contact with the stu
dents of other schools. The catholic Art Associa
tion , Catholic Music Educators Association, catho
l i c  Theatre conference and Rational Thespian Honor 
Society find Brown county g ir ls*  names on their 
l i s t s ;  and the g ir ls  are always present at their 
meetings, city-w ide, state-wide and nation-wide 
competitions in the arts are made possible by 
entering the students and seeing that they fu l 
f i l l  the requirements. Often, f i r s t ,  second and 
third place prizes have gone to crown their e f 
forts .®

A thorough study of R eligion , sociology and the 
princip les of catholic Action are offered  with practi
cal application through school organizations, A ll of 
these courses lis te d  have been offered from the e a r l i 
est years of the school* s founding.

Besides a thorough training m  the required 
subjects fo r  those preparing fo r  college entrance, 
a complete course is  given for those whose formal 
schooling w ill end with high school. Besides the 
college entrance course we have found it  advisable 
from time to time, to reward with a c e r t if ic a te  
the work of a student, who fo r  various reasons 
has been unable to complete the fu l l  diploma 
course, but who has done sa tis fa c to r ily  what was 
required of her. The ce r t if ic a te  states very 
plainly these conditions, and gives the g i r l  who 
merits i t  a place on the graduation program and 
in the Alumnae, but leads to no further academic 
ends. This ce r t ifica te  has eeen given occa
sionally  during the past th irty -fiv e  years.6

The convent school may well be considered a fin ish ing
school

6Ib id
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School D iscipline
The direction  of the school, parental in i t s  

character, is  based upon the principle that the 
teachere f i l l  the place of parents: therefore 
respect and obedience are expected. The individ
u a lity  of each pupil is  olosely  studied in order 
to  meet her needs and to develop self-government.

Such rules are made as are demanded to insure 
order and successful work, and fo r  the physical, 
in te lle ctu a l, and moral development of the pupils. 
They, in turn, are required to conform to  these 
ru les. Their own welfare and progress can be se
cured only by oheerful compliance with them, ^o 
one w ill be retained in the school whose a t t i 
tude is  out o f harmony with i t s  s p ir i t .7

proof is  given in the book Tide of the Years, 
written by s is ter  m. Josephine, C.S.u. of the Brown 
County Ursullnes, in commemoration of the f i f t y  years 
of instruction rendered at this school from 1894 to 
1945, which shows that the parental instruction during 
these years has e lic ite d  the deep f e l t  appreciation of 
the alumnae members. The volume contains numerous per
sonal le tte rs  written by former pupils in praise of the 
good done by the S isters both for  them and fo r  succeed

ing generations.
One woman, a pupil of the 1880's, wrote that 

«Brown county school has been a wonderf ul memory and 
happiness in my l i f e . « 8 *

Another alumnae member writes: "in wandering 
back through the years my f i r s t  and foremost pride, a f 
ter my wonderful Mother and *ather, Husband and jramily,

7Bulletin of the Brown County ursulines, p. 6.
^Sister m . Josephine, O.S.U., Tide of the fe a rs ,

published by ursulines of Brown county', Ohio, p .'lt )8 .
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has been that of being an ursuline gxrl from start bo 
f in is h ." 9

S t i l l  another writes:
The sp iritual instruction , which i  received at 

the ursuline Academy in Brown county has served as 
a firm foundation for my every-day l i f e .  The many 
l i t t l e  habits, too , of politeness which x acquired 
from the ursuline S isters are of immense value to 
me now in helping to give me the poise and s e lf -  
assurance, needed in the world today.19

The above oases portray m a conclusive way that 
through the years the ursulines of jtjrcwn county, chio, 
have fa ith fu lly  kept to their Foundress', Saint Angela's, 
idea of the instruction o f youth.

Ursuline college fo r  women 
Cleveland, Ohio

The greatest service we can do a human being 
is  to give him a righ t education* physical, in
te llectua l» moral and re lig io u s .11

Mother Mary Annunciation Bsaumont animated 
with the same type of courageous zeal as d is 
tinguished her saintly Mother, s t . Angela, be
gan in 1850 to provide both for the parochial 
and academic instruction of Cleveland*s Catho- 
l io  ch ildren .1*

in 1871, this pioneer ursuline nun, with 
zealous courage and dynamic energy and educa
tional foresigh t, sought and obtained a charter 
to confer college degrees. Mother Mary Annunci
ation was doing what her saintly foundress * * 13

9 I b i d . , p .  1 5 9 .

IQ l b l d . , p . 1 6 4 .

13The Right Reverend John L. Spaulding, R e li
gion, Agnosticism and Education, p. 1 5 0 .  Chicago:
A. C . Mcclurg & Co., 1909.

l ^ c a t a l o g  o f u r s u l i n e  c o l l e g e  f o r  ffcm en, p .  1 3 .  
C le v e la n d ;  y o l .  X X V I I ,  N o . 1 ,  1 9 4 8 - 4 9 .
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St. Angela had. done daringly in Brescia in 
1534, when she h is to r ica lly  led the way in or
ganized work for the education o f g ir ls .  She 
was doing what prances Bermond and the f i r s t  
Ursulines had done in Paris for prance in 1508, 
when at. Vincent de Paul and pranoia de Sales 
were their counsellors; when, within a hundred 
years, there were a hundred organized fa cu lties  
in prance. Boulogne-sur Her, the Alma Mater of 
your Pounder, was one of them, xour Mother 
M&ry of the Annunciation was doing what Mother 
Mary of the incarnation had done in quebeo m 
1630; what the ursulines under Mere Marie 
Tranohepain adventuresomely began in wild, 
fever-stricken , flooded, picturesque and vain 
Hew Orleans in 1727. she understood the poten
t ia lly  v ita l ursuline sp ir it  of adaptation to 
new situations, she had confidenoe in Saint 
Angela who had promised that she would be more 
alive after death than when actually with her 
children in the body. Like a l l  good and great 
souls, as Lacordaire points out, she would d is 
cover the principal need of her own age in 
which she lived , and would consecrate herself 
to  i t . 13

When these ursulines came from prance, they came 
as a clo istered  community, but because of the »pourth 
Vow- and because of saint Angela's good and welfare 
clause;14 15

(a) The community received a dispensation to 
go to teach on October 24, 1853, to teach 
in the parochial sch ools .*5

(b) The Community in 1850 bu ilt with i t s  own 
finances a school on i t s  own grounds and f i 
nanced by the community for  the g ir ls  of the 
existing parishes; i t  was ca lled  the "free 
school*»; fo r  seventeen years the g ir ls  of

■L3BLight Reverend Joseph J. Mullen, Lecture on 
Mother Mary o f the Annunciation, pounder*s Day, march 25, 
1947, Cleveland, Ohio.

14Letter from Mother Marie, O.S.U.» ursuline con
vent in Cleveland, Ohio, January 5, 1949.

15Ursuline Annals, p. 14.
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the cathedral were thus taught.16
(c) Although the original foundation m  1860 

numbered three choir and one lay s is ter , 
when Bishop Rappe asked them to establish 
a sohool in Toledo in 1854, the community 
sent five  sisters to Toledo, i t  was be
cause of the great need for teachers in 
Toledo that the nuns bore this extra dram 
on the community and finance.17

(d) In 1863, the Bishop placed the request* of 
Reverend Joseph Bihn, of s t . Joseph’ s church 
in T iffin , Ohio, fo r  a foundation; the great 
need of the catholic children in this region 
could be the only reason that could ju s t ify  
the burden of a new foundation at this time. 
Pour sisters le f t  fo r  T if f in  on the 28th of 
September, 1863.18

(e) in 1852, the two s is te rs  o f charity who came 
from St. Louis Hospital in Boulogne, prance, 
to  establish an orphan asylum and hospital in 
Cleveland became discouraged and returned to 
prance; Bishop Rappe turned to the ursulm es, 
but because of their »fourth vow« this work 
could not be undertaken by them.19

( f )  The community was incorporated under the laws 
o f Ohio as a «Society for the Education of 
Females« in August, 1854.20

(g) Although our vow was for the teaching o f young 
g ir ls  when the need m the diooese was great
est, a dispensation from Rome was obtained 
and we began to teach the boys.21
in 1871 the need for a women’ s College moti

vated the ursulines to erect ursuline college in
that c ity . Tills building served u n til 1927 when

16I b id ., p. 14
17Ib id ., p. 33
18I b id . , p. 45
19I b id . , p. 11
201 b id ., p. 28
21Ibid .
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a new college Building was found to be neoessary 
and the area known as Cleveland Heights was chosen. 
Ursuline college with a refined home atmosphere of 
i t s  own, o ffers i t s  students an environment that 
is  conduoive to culture as well as in te llectu a l 
deve1opmen t . 22

The fa c t  that ursuline college for women in 
Cleveland "preceded the women of western Reserve in 
Cleveland shows the willingness of the ursulines to 
make any sa cr ifice  when the group was in the c ity  only 
twenty-one years. This indicates how strongly the 
»fourth vow* was the stimulant fo r  a ction .«23

AS regards the aims of the ursuline Huns who 
largely  aompose the faculty of ursuline College they 
are expressed in the college Bulletin  as found in pope 
Pius x i ’ e Encyclical on the Christian Education of 
youth, in which the p on tiff stated;

Christian Education aims at seouring the 
supreme Good, that is  God, fo r  the souls of 
those who are being educated and the maximum 
of well-being possible here below for human
society . 24

The co lleg e  Bulletin further explains the r e l i 
gious aims of the in stitu te  in the follow ing manner;

A training through instruction  in p r in c i
ples of Religion and Philosophy which carries 
over into daily behavior by the cu ltivation  of 
Christian virtues and the development in this 
way of a true. Catholic woman. A woman who 
has been taught from the sp iritual viewpoint

^Catalog of Ursuline college fo r  women, p. 13. 
S^Letter from Mother Marie, O.S.U., January 6,

1949.
24(jatalog of ursuline College for women, p. 14.
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that m ortification  and restra in t make fo r  
strength and beauty of womanly character; a 
woman who realizes that l i f e  is  a g i f t  to be 
spent usefu lly , a woman with a reverent sense 
of duty toward God, society and self* The 
daily l i fe  of the student is  regulated in ac
cordance with this catholic id e a l .25

The in te llectu a l aims of the co llege  are stated 
as follow s:

Ursuline co llege  aims to  create an enthusi
asm for the things of the mind, she purposes to 
bring to our young women not only their ca th olic  
heritage of the culture of the ages, but she a lso 
enoourages them to push on to an attempt at cre
ative work, to secure the former end, a ll  stu
dents are required to follow  a basic program for 
the f i r s t  two years, consisting of Language and 
Literature, Fine Arts, Scienoe, Mathematics and 
Social science, specia lization  in one branch 
is  not pexmitted until the student's cultural 
knowledge is  adequate, in the la tter , certain 
f ie ld s  of concentration are encouraged in the 
senior college years, m the departments of 
Language and Literature there i s  offered  train
ing in English, where students come in contact 
with the beauties of English speech and lite ra 
ture, a lso in Latin and Greek, as the c la ss ics  
are the most complete course of culture. Leo 
XIII maintained that the best preparation fo r  
any career is  a knowledge of the humanities, 
in the department of Modern Languages, the aim 
is  to teach appreciation of and sympathy for 
foreign c iv iliz a t io n s , a serviceable reading 
knowledge, a b il ity  to use the language both 
spoken and written is  the ob ject.

The department in science and Mathematics 
o ffe rs  a potential factor for the formation of 
the student and accompanied by true relig ious 
formation is  valuable in mental training. The 
aesthetic formation of our students is pro
vided for in courses in Philosophy of A*t and 
in Applied a**.

Through socia l studies the students are 
trained to in te llig en t sooialmindedness, to 
wisdom in human relations. They are taught 
to Tealize that l i f e  has a meaning and an 
eth ica l purpose, for the education of the

25'ib id ., p. 15
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future w il l  seek the wisdom that embraces a l l  
the manifold details o f l i f e  in a comprehensive 
grasp of i t s  ultimate end. Faith must be the
guiding p r in c ip le .26

The socia l aims of the co llege  are stated thus;
To promote a s p ir it  of friendly intercourse 
among students* various functions are spon
sored by the co llege : prom (jun ior-sen ior) ;
Sodality, Clubs, Get-Together parties.
General participation  by students in these 
a ffa ir s  is  required.*"

The physical aims of the college are worded

as follow s:

An important part o f education is  the cu ltiv a 
tion  of hygienic habits and the building up of 
a wholesome body, which becomes a perfect in
strument in the inner l i f e .  For th is reason 
the college encourages games, not only to de
velop good sportmanship and generous coopera
tion  with others, but also to  furnish precious 
eth ical qua lities needed in a l l  their con
ta c t s .28

To prepare the students of ursuline college to 
take their places in the home as truly catholic 
mothers, a oourse is  offered to the jun iors on 
the sacrament of patrimony and a course on 
«Family L ife" is  offered to the seniors. Thus 
in a practica l way, the ursuline educators 
train their g ir ls  in the traditional ursuline 
way of preparing for  Motherhood.29

An event that i s  ch aracteristic at ursuline c o l 
lege is «wedding Day.* Since the day when the f i r s t

28Letter from Mother Marie, O.S.U., January 6,
1949.

27Catalog of ursuline co llege  fo r  women, p. 15.
^ I b i d .

29Letter from Mother Marie, Q.S.U., January 6,
1949.
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graduate-bride returned to ursuline on the day of her 
marriage, a succession of them have descended the "red 
stairway» to the wedding March. Then, follow ed by the 
fa cu lty  and friends, they have entered the chapel to  en
l i s t  Divine guidance fo r  a successful union, by both 
prayer and song. On re-entering the »red room» fo r  a 
small private reception they have signed their new names 
fo r  the f i r s t  time in the bridal reg is try ; very often 
the same names they had practiced writing on the f ly  
leaf of their eth ics books.

The wonderful sweet joy  of the wedding day 
is  not dependent upon the splendor of the bridal 
accoutrement, but in the fu lfillm en t of a he art* s 
young dream.

How wonderful i t  is  to  share this happiness 
with those who have most in terest in you, those 
who have made your future their career; your 
friends and your parents and especia lly  your 
teachers.30

Another event characteristic of ursuline c o l 
lege iB "Baby Day-» Ho other Alumnae a ffa ir  
s t irs  the heart so much as does th is occasion 
when former Ursuline g ir ls  return to their be
loved Alma Mater, not as g ir ls  with id e a lis t ic  
dreams fo r  themselves, but as mothers with hope 
in their hearts and stars in their eyes fo r  their 
l i t t l e  ones. The college tr ie s  to hold on to 
their students and have an association  even fo r  
the children of the Graduates. The »fourth- 
vow» is  far-reach ing .* 31

Saint Angela*s educational princip les regard
ing relig ious instruction and the individual 
treatment of each ch ild  have remained character
is t ic  of the ursulines; in addition to the cus
tomary convent vows they solemnly promise to 
devote themselves to the education of g ir ls

50Ib id .
31Ibid .
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on a solid  basis of re lig iou s instruction«32

Toledo, Ohio
The Ursulines came to Northwestern Ohio from 

the Cleveland foundation in 1850. Toledo was not 
yet a Diocese. The Toledo of that period was a 
poor and malaria-ridden center; the welcomed in
difference of a Democratic state replacing the 
paternalism of a foreign state, and the treachery 
and cruelty of cholera and fever, the p er ils  from 
the Indian, father Amadeus Rappe, in 1841, had 
been sent by Bishop puree 11 of Cincinnati to be 
pastor at Toledo.33

In 1850 father Rappe was consecrated the f i r s t  
Bishop of Cleveland. When the time arrived for him to 

pay his canonical v is it  to the Holy father, Pius xx» 
he presented to him in glowing terms the dire need of 
relig ious teachers for the children of his diocese. 
Bishop Rappe had formerly been Chaplain at ursuline 
Academy, Boulogne-sur Mer, France, and therefore was 
acquainted with the ursuline Nuns there. Bishop Rappe 
paid his respects to the convent and then proceeded to 
beg for slaters fo r  his Cleveland diocese, four s la 
ters and one postulant responded to h is appeal and re
turned with him to Cleveland to begin the ursuline 
apostolate of charity, that of instruction .

The good Bishop, however, s t i l l  remembered the 

needs of Toledo and persuaded the Superior in the person 
of Mother Annunciation, m 1854, to spare seme sisters

32Sigred Undaet, Stages on the Road, p. 131. 
New York» A lfred A. Knopf, 1934.

33Ursuline Nun, The ursulines* seventy-five 
Years in Toledo, Ohio (1554-1^20}. private printing, 
1&29.
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fo r  Toledo. Mother des Seraphima was chosen as the 
Superior and four Cleveland ursulinea accompanied her 
to Toledo.

The children flocked to the school as soon as the
Sisters arrived and more recru its were sent from the
Cleveland house. These accommodations lasted only until
1850 when more spacious quarters had to be secured. And
then fin a lly  a few years la ter another new building had
to be purchased. At this date in our account, 1922,

the Bishop of Toledo, Right Reverend Samuel a . 
Stritoh, d .D .• wishing to found Mary Manse c o l 
lege for the young w omen of his diocese, asked 
the uraulines, as the oldest teaching order of 
his diocese, to finance and conduct i t .  This 
honor necessitated the acquiring of several ad
jo in ing  residences on collingwood Avenue and the 
building of Brescia Hall to take care of the im
mediate needs of the c o lle g e .34

Mary Manse co llege  has i t s  own charter.
Mary Manse co llege , a co llege  of the Liberal 

Arts devoted to community service in the lig h t 
of Christian idea ls, has been approved as a de
gree granting institu tion  by the college section 
o f the National catholic Educational Association, 
and the Department of Education for  the state of 
Ohio. It  is  a member of the Association of Ameri
can co lle g e s .35

The aim of Mary Manse college is  stated very 
succinctly in the college B ulletin  in the follow ing 
manner;

Mary Manas college aims at the complete de
velopment of the young woman attending the c o l
lege. High scholastic standards, a unified

34Ib id .
35Bulletin of Mary Manse co lleg e , Toledo, Ohio,

1 94 8-4 9
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curricu la , devoted instructors, a far-sighted 
administrative policy  and the inspiration of 
Religion unite to provide the student with the 
means of acquiring a love of truth, beauty and 
goodness, a c r it ic a l  taste in their discovery, 
and fa c i l i t y  in follow ing their dictates* The 
recreational, so c ia l, c iv ic  and occupational 
interests o f the students are given ample ex
ercise  without being allowed to encroach on 
the in te lle ctu a l. M^ry Manse graduates are 
expected to show true culture—d istin ctly  
Catholic and d is tin ctly  feminine. 6

The fine arts adopted by the cath olic Church as 
her handmaids have been powerful aids in the visualizing 
of the Dootrines of our Holy Faith. These great truths 
are expressed in her glorious Liturgy carried out in 
magnificent cathedrals and churches with the unsurpassed 
splendor and pageantry of her ceremonial. Here we find 
the fine arts in their most perfect form. Here we have 
i t  in concrete form, the unimpeachable evidence that the 
Catholic church, Divine in her orig in , Divine in her Doc
trine, with Divine mandate to teach, has carried on her 
mission o f education. E specially in the fine arts, the 
Catholic educational process has been active.

Moreover, because of the importance of the work 
fo r  re lig iou s teachers in an era which is  suffering the 
consequences of years o f m ateria listic education, the 
scholastic needs of our Teaching Sisters are given spe
c ia l consideration.

The Heads of a ll  the Departments in the c o l 
lege have their »Doctors*» Degrees; the co llege  
and High sohool teachers possess Masters* Degrees 36

36I bid.



57

and a ll  teachers in the Toledo community either 
have their Bachelors* Degrees or are doing work 
towards one.37

The Fine Arts course should have a place in 
Catholic education. The Fine Arts are the media 
which unite to express catholic philosophy in the 
Church*8 dogmas o f Faith. The catholic church 
has gathered unto herself a l l  the ob jects of the 
material world, and has pressed them into her 
service in a language of symbolism which sings 
forth  the glory of God. Her cathedrals and 
churches are tongues of f ir e  that proclaim the 
fa ith , the love, the sa cr ifice  of those who have 
bu ilt them. 38

The ursulines as always wish to follow  the de- 
s ir  os of the church in regard to the subjects taught in 
their schools* nary Manse college is  outstanding in th is 
respect. This Ursuline college taking cognizance of the 
importance of the Fine Arts in a L iberal Arts program 
and the wish of the church that i t s  members a va il them
selves of the opportunity of studying the fin e  arts as 
they are pictured in our places of worship has a spe
c ia l department devoted to  the Fine Arts, well-informed 
students who are able to appreciate the beauty of our 
Churches are the resu lt of these courses, we sha ll de
vote some lines to seeing ju st how Mary Manse co llege  
fo llow s the wishes of the church in teaching the Rine 
Arts and teaching them in a thoroughly ursuline fashion;

37Letter from s is te r  Margaret, O . S . U . *  ursuline 
Convent o f  the saored Heart, Toledo, Ohio, January 6, 1 9 4 9 .

3 8 S i s t e r  c e o i l i a ,  s . N . D . d e N . ,  "The F in e  A r t s  and  
C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n ,1* p .  3 6 6 .  E s s a y s  o n  c a t h o l i c  E d u c a 
t i o n  i n  t n e  u n i t e d  s t a t e s ,  e d i t e d  by R o y  j .  D e f e r r a r i .  
W a s h in g t o n , D . C . :  T he c a t h o l i c  u n i v e r s i t y  o f A f r i c a  
p r e s s ,  1 9 4 2 .
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that is ,  in a manner that w ill  appeal tc  the individual 

student since an Ursuline education is  a personal educa
tion .

The pine Arts Department at Mary Manse college 
publishes it s  own Bulletin  and provides courses for the 
follow ing persons;

(1) regular students leading to an academic degree
(2) mature students who wish to take additional 

work in Art for professional advancement or 
who are interested in Fine Arts; a l l  types of 
cra fts  and Art Education in the elementary and 
high school are offered.

An Art Club is  an active organization, the members 
o f  i t  pay v is its  to churches for  art*s sake. The 
fa c t  that the queen of the Holy Mosary Cathedral 
is  within a block of the college and that the 
Toledo Museum of Art is  within walking distance 
are two d is tin ct advantages for the student.3 4®

A ll catholic students are required to follow  
courses in Religion fo r  the four years. Addi
tional courses may be elected  in the f ie ld  of 
liturgy and the study of sacred scripture. The 
College o ffers  a special course in Marriage dur
ing the second s emester of the senior year by 
carrying out in a special manner Saint Angela1 s 
admonition to train the g ir ls  to become exem
plary mothers of fam ilies and to tram  the g ir ls  
fo r  family l i f e . 40

At Mary Manse we consider two things to be 
rather outstanding; our four years of philosophy 
and the teaching of biology in the freshman year. 
Cardinal str itch  was our Bishop when we opened 
the college in 1922 and he was v ita lly  interested 
in the currioulum and in the ursuline method of 
teaohing. philosophy for four years and biology 
in the freshman year were his ideas, as he f e lt

3®Bulletin of the Department of the Fine Arts, 
Mary M»nse co llege , 1947. y o l. XXV, B ulletin  .no. 4.

4®Bulletin of Mary Manse co lleg e , Toledo, Ohio,
1948-49
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that even one year in a Catholic oo llege , with 
these two subjects begun correctly , would put 
a young woman on the way to realize the ideals 
of the ursulines and Saint Angela.

Our English and Modern Language courses as 
well as our Religion courses must necessarily  
carry out the t eaching of saint Angela, i t  
seems to  me that the heritage we receive from 
Saint Angela*s writings must permeate a ll  our 
ursuline teaching from the kindergarten to the 
la st day of the senior year in co lleg e .

The ursulines at Mary Manse college follow  the 
traditional Ursuline method of teaching the English end 
Modern language courses. F irst of a l l .  ursuline educa
tors in s is t  on the importance of exactness in both w rit
ing and speaking the English language. The correct uses 
of grammar are very lo g ica l. Ursuline educators are en
couraged to always employ correct grammar themselves 
both in and out of the classroom, sloven speech is  not 
tolerated in an Ursuline educator. Ursulines are 
trained to teach the pupils to use the best writers o f 
the day and preserve the purity of the language of their 

ancestors.
A continuation of a study of the traditional ur

suline method of learning the modern languages shows that 
the languages Sxould be studied more fo r  their cultural 
side than fo r  their practica l side, i t  shows a c u l t i 
vated mind to be able to understand the culture o f a 
country, the attitudes and ideals of i t s  peoples and to 
be able to read world Literature in the language in which

4li,etter i r o n  s ister  Margaret, O . S . U . ,  August 1 2 ,
1948.
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i t  was written, which is  without a doubt the best way to 
read litera tu re . The ursuline teacher of the socia l s c i 
ences is  overjoyed when her pupils are interested in the 
modern languages because mutual understanding among the 
peoples of these various countries is  more lik e ly  to re

sult when the pupils are able to read world and national 
events in the s p ir it  and meaning in which they were w rit
ten. i t  is  a known fa ct among ursuline educators that 
many foreign languages contain expressions for  whioh our 
English language simply possesses no equivalent. The 
German language does not contain so many of these ex
pressions because the English language is derived from 
the German, but more exceptions are found in the Bomance 
languages of French, Ita lian  and Spanish.

Mother Janet irskine Stuart went so far as to say: 
»It is  a recognized fa c t  that no education corresponding 
to the needs of our own time can be perfected, or even 
adequately completed in one language alone.»42

Thus the ursulines of Toledo of the congregation 
of Paris follow  the trad ition a l formative program in im

parting to their students a thorough ursuline education, 
arranging the subjects of the program of studies accord
ing to their formative value.

During the course of the years the parochial 
schools taught by the ursulines grew from the

4%other Janet Brskine Stuart, The Education of 
Catholio G ir ls , p. 150. Hew York; longmans, Green &
Co., 1912.
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aeveral classrooms on the convent grounds in 1854, 
accommodating a ll  the catholic school children of 
Toledo, to  thirteen parish schools attended by more 
than fiv e  thousand children, seven schools outside 
the c ity  attended by about two thousand children 
were added to the teaching l i s t ,  as was central 
High school in Toledo, where the ursulines teach in 
four departments.42

From the very beginning of i t s  foundation, the 
very raison d ’ etre of the ursuline convent was the 
schooTI fo  i t s  welfare the nuns were dedicated by 
a fourth vow made in addition to those premises of 
poverty, chastity and Obedience by which their re
lig iou s l i f e  was consecrated, a fourth vow which 
bound them, according to  the dictates of obedience 
to the education of youth.44

With the fourth vow, the ursulines of Toledo re 
a lize  that the completion of required courses in a uni
versity or the accumulation of credits does not fin ish  
the studies of a re lig iou s  teacher. To them, »books are 
but a means; the end is  the winning o f the heart of each 
pupil to that truth, beauty and goodness which are God.»45

Ursuline co lleg e , L ou isv ille , Kentucky 
«The H istorica l propagation of Saint Angela’ s 

teaching order, with i t s  f le x ib le  adaptations to the 
complexities of the soc ia l tempo and the sooial environ
ment,*46 always remains an interesting study.

45Ursuline Hun, The ursulines* seventy-five fears 
in Toledo (1854-1929).

44Mother O’ Leary, R . S . C . J . ,  Education with a fra - 
d it i  on, pp. 58-59. Hew York; Longmans, Green & C o., 1936.

45ürsuline Hun, The ursulines’ seventy-five fears 
in Toledo (1854-1929).

4%other Mary Dolores Mackey, O.S.U., »serviam—
A Homeroom Manual,» ursuline Tradition and progress Book
le t ,  p. 55. Hew Rochelle, bet ober", ' 194ITI
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in  the Annals o f the L ouisville  ursulines» con
vent we read as fo llow s:

in the year 1858 three uraulines l e f t  their 
convent home in straubing, Bavaria, to carry the 
banner of s t . Ursula to America there to begin a 
most fru it fu l apostolate. Accompanied by neverend 
Leander streber, O.F.M.» Mother Salesia Reitmeier 
l e f t  fo r  America on September 28, 1858. Mother 
Salesia was a young re lig iou s f u l l  of zeal and es
p ec ia lly  endowed by God and undoubtedly chosen by 
God fo r  this great work* Her companions were 
Mother pia schoenhoefer and s is te r  Maximilian 
Zwinger. m 1864 Mother Aloysia schorner, s is te r  
Wendolina Beipold and s is te r  Martina Gremder and 
four candidates joined them.4 '

The membership of the L ou isville  ursuline com-
i

munity has continued to grow until the present day as i t  
now numbers approximately fiv e  hundred re lig iou s, The 
Ursulines of this congregation, since they belong to the 
Paris Foundation, pronounce the Vow of instruction  in ad
dition  to the three customary vows of re lig ion , namely: 
poverty, chastity and obedience.

The ursulines at their advent in L ou isville  in 
1858 opened their f i r s t  school in  Kentucky, known as 
Ursuline Academy. This center of learning soon "at
tracted a large enrollment of young g ir ls  to whom they 
taught re lig ion , the arts and c r a fts .»48

in 1864 a leg is la tiv e  act of the State o f Ken
tucky incorporated the community under the t i t l e  o f 
"Ursuline society  and Academy of .education,» thus

4?Archives of the ursuline Motherhouse, The An
nals of the ursulines of the congregation of P a ris .

4®Bulletin of ursuline co lleg e , L ou isv ille , Ken 
tucky (1946-47), p. 9.



63

conferring the power of bestowing the »usual academic de
grees of a litera ry  educational in s titu tio n .»49 50

in 1938, Ursuline co lleg e , a L iteral Arts Col
lege fo r  the higher education of women, absorbed and 
superseded the sacred Heart junior college previously 
opened in 1921.

The college i s  a f f i l ia te d  with The catholic 
University of America, and has membership in The 
National Catholic Educational Association, Ken
tucky Association of co lleges and secondary 
Schools, the American Association of colleges 
fo r  women, the American Association of c o l le g i
ate Registrars, and the catholic Library Asso
cia tion . The college is fu lly  recognized by 
the state Department of Education and is em
powered to issue Teachers* ce r t ifica te s  on both 
elementary and secondary le v e ls .59

The ultimate objective of a l l  ursuline Education 
is  the »woman of stable emotions, cu ltivated mind and 
high p r in c ip le s .»5i

»The hard and valuable part of education,» says 
Locke, » is  virtue; this is  the so lid  and substantial food, 
which the teacher should never cease to inculcate t i l l  
the young man places his strength, h is  glory and his 
pleasure in i t . » 52

in chapter Five of the constitutions of the ur- 
sulines of the congregation of paris, to which foundation

49Ib id . , p. 9.

50Ib id .
5-*-Ib id . , p. 6.
5%ishop John L. Spalding, Means and junds of Edu- 

oation. Chicago; A. C. MOClurg c o . , 190$.
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the L ouisville  Ursulines belong, and whose members pro» 
nounce the vow of Instruction, we read that »the teachers 
w ill  give catechism lessons two or three times a week or 
oftener, i f  the Mother superior and the Directress think 
proper.»53 Again the f le x ib i l i t y  of the pedagogical 
ideas of saint Angela; she provided for progress and de
velopment and so today her daughters have this m mind 
when they teach relig ion  fiv e  times in a week. These 
educators realize that their students are liv in g  in a 
perilous age and need the strengthening e f fe c t  of a 
well-informed in te lle c t  and a developed w i l l  to make 
their lives  truly worthwhile.

Following the suggestions given in the book of 
Regulations for the ursulines of the congregation of 
p a r is ,

The Dean of the co lleg e , w ill propose to the 
facu lty  fo r  discussion, study or research, topics 
on curriculum, d iscip lin e , e tc ., arising from the 
needs of the college i t s e l f ,  or suggested by out
side agencies. She w ill likewise d irect the at
tention of the faculty  to changing trends in edu
cation, especia lly  the trends as regards to 
higher learning, always, however, keeping in mind 
the aims and traditions of the institute which 
are cherished in every ursuline educator. The 
dean w ill supervise ourrioula, courses, and 
methods of instruction ; c la ss ify  students and as- 
sign them to classes, and study their progress 
and academic w elfare .54

in regard to higher education the Bulletin fo r  ursuline

53Constitutions of the ursulines of the congrega
tion of paris , p. 23.

54Regulations of the ursulines of L ou isv ille , 
Kentucky, chapter V," p. 112.
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College in Louisville states as the objectives fo r  their 

g ir ls :
(1) The woman who knows the world as i t  is  today 

and who understands the influences of the 
thought and achievement of the past on c i v i l i 
zation of the present. The literature of 
peoples, languages, sciences, socia l studies, 
and the fine arte provide fo r  th is phase or 
the student’ s development.

(2) The woman who knows facte of the students and 
understands their causes, one who is  trained 
to think, accurately and correctly ; one who 
interprets, correlates, and integrates knowl
edge; one who is  trained to judge phenomena 
according to a correct scale of values, and 
who accordingly possesses a rational approach 
to l i f e  and its  problems, to achieve this 
ob jective , scholastic philosophy and Catholic 
dogma occupy a central position  in the cu rri
culum.

(3) The woman who has a comprehensive knowledge 
o f  the ca th olic re lig ion , not only of it s  
dogmas, but of i t s  practices as a l i f e  to be 
lived . The scholarly study of re lig ion  and 
Catholic culture in an atmosphere of catho
l i c  l i f e  is  directed to this end.

(e) The woman who has achieved these objectives 
w ill  be strong in mind and body. She w ill 
be prepared to adjust herself in a world o f 
rapid changes. She w ill  be prepared in mind, 
attitude and technique for  research, profes
sional work, and hom e-life.

This program of Ursuline college is  determined 
by the ob jectives of the co lleg e , a thoroughly 
competent facu lty  places emphasis on the student 
instead of on credits or other mechanical devices 
for measuring education. Discussions and periodic 
testing give evidence to the student and instruc
tor of the progress made in learning.55

The ursulines realize the ro le  that student gov
ernment plays in the college l i f e  of a student and hence *

550ulletin of ursuline co lleg e , L ou isv ille , Ken
tucky (1946-47), pp. 10-11.
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in order to »imbue the students with a sense of personal 
resp on sib ility , the administration gives them a large 
share in the control of standards of social conduct.»56 
The fa cu lty , in turn, expectsthe students to manifest at 
a l l  times the sp ir it  and policy  of the co lleg e , and en
courages them to maintain the high ideals and lo fty  aspira* 
tions of the co lleg e .

The ursuline educators at ursuline college follow  
the program outlined for them during their days of 
teacher-training, which follow ed the admonition of saint 
Angela »to teach secular subjects according to the needs 
o f  the tim e.»57 Tiiue Ursuline college offers i t s  stu
dents a complete lib e ra l arts program.

I t  is  in order to realize the apostolic end 
o f their institu te  that ursulines are required to 
continue their studies, studies more and more com
p le te , more and more advanced s t i l l  more compre
hensive than those of the most educated of the 
la ity . They are obliged to become in the in te l
lectual l i f e  as well as in the sp iritu a l l i f e ,  
r ich  among the r ich est. Hot necessarily b r i l 
lian t, but in the terminology of the schools-- 
competent.58

56Ib id . , p . 13.
57I b id ., p. 13.

Aron, op. c l t .  , p . 116.



CHAPTER VI

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE YOU Œ  INSTRUCTION

They Who instruct Many unto ju s tice  Shall Shine as 
the stars of Heaven for a l l  Eternity.--Dan. 22: 3.

" I f  you wish to succeed," wrote Father c. yorke, 
»enter into the sp ir it  of your holy founders; study their 
lives  and their ways; understand th e ir  aims, and with 
proper allowance for time and circumstances, conform 
yourselves to their methods, in that way, you w ill de
velop, in the fu lle s t  and most natural manner, your own 
powers and those of the in stitu te  to which you belong 
and you w ill give of your best to the ch ild ren .»1

Saint Angela makes i t  incumbent upon her daugh
ters to look to results; they may not stop with in
struction ; there must be follow-up work, each mem
ber must produce fru it  in conduct, according to the 
best sense of modem pedagogy. For the relation be
tween conduct and study, according to saint Angela’ s 
word is  expressed in her injunction, "They must 
teach" and inspire good conduct, as well as doc- 
tr ine. * 2

The Ursuline order, founded by Saint Angela 
M erici, has fo r  i t s  specia l aim the instruction 
of young g ir ls ;  and Ursulines bind themselves by

poth er saint John, O . S . U . ,  "St. Angela and prog 
re s s ,"  Report of the Educational conference, pp. 141-44. 
Hew Rochelle, 1940.

%tother saint John, O.S.U.» "Saint Angela and 
progress," Ursuline Tradition and progress Booklet, 
p. 19. New Rochelle, 1943.
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a Fourth vow to employ their time and energy to 
the aoocmplishment of th is end.3

As a human document, the striking .feature of 
Angela*s counsels is  her grasp on feminine psy
chology. From th is point of view, her counsels 
are unique, secondary to this, in both value and 
h is to r ic  in terest, ranks her in tu itive  application 
of what is  known today as pedagogical p r in c ip le s .4

Saint Angela in the legacies that she bequeathed 
to her sp iritu a l daughters urged them to carefu lly ob
serve the Rule and Regulations, but, « i f  according to 
times and needs necessity demands fresh rules and 'Some 
m odifications, make tnem very prudently and acting on 
good advice.**5 Saint Angela then encourages her daugh
ters in this good practice by adding:

Take this for certain , that this Rule is  d i
rectly  established by Hie Holy Hand, and He 
w il l  never abandon this company, so long as 
the world la s ts ; because i f  i t  i s  primarily 
He Who has planted i t ,  who could destroy i t . 6

Saint Angela desired and advocated progress 
in education for the Ursulines. Angela M erici's  
movement in Brescia, which was a vocational re 
form against the pagan ideas, imparted through 
the humanists into the education of young g ir ls ,  
may be clearly  defined as a reaction m  which 
the Mother-idea, according to the Christian 
tradition , was to be re-emphasized and made 
workable. Saint Angela vigorously insisted 
that both the c ita d e l of education and the end 
of education are in the home, and that only by 
purifying and u p liftin g  the home, could society

R egulations for the Ursulines of L ou isv ille , Ken 
tucky, of the congregation of Paris, p. 1. i943.

R on ica , op. c i t . , p. 220.
R leventh Legacy.
6Ibid .
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be rejuvenated, and that this is  the peculiar 
work of women. '

Saint Angela's method m dealing with the young 
was preeminently personal and that is  why when the church 
granted the privilege of c lo is te r  to the Parisian ursu- 
lines and they desired to  adopt a method of teaching they 
chose saint Angela's method.

In a very old copy of the constitutions of 
the Monastic congregation of Paris, bearing the 
t i t l s  of 1646, is  the follow ing a r t ic le ;
«The Holy see . . . . has desired that ursuline 
Religious, besides the three solemn vows common 
to a l l  R eligious, should vow and promise to work 
fo r  the instruction of secular g ir ls  . . . .  
adapting to this end a l l  occupations and o f f ic e s .«

Then oame these words, which show even more 
clearly  in what esteem the teaohing vocation was held by 

the Church;
This fourth vow is  a ll  the more exalted in 

perfection  and merit, because i t  is  to be feared 
that the exercise of this vow could be ea sily  a l 
tered, i t s  practice being so arduous--it w ill  not 
be permitted to any Ursuline Religious, beoause 
o f this fourth vow, to leave the Order to reform 
or to establish  any other Order, under any pre
text however plausible and seemingly good; and 
they shall not accept Abbeys, P riories, or other 
superiorships outside the order. And they who 
in their Monastery or in any other have served 
in high o f f ic e , and they who carry the t i t le  of 
foundress or benefactress, shall not aspire to 
dispensations from the instruction of youth, 
but these may be employed according to their 
physical and in te llectu a l strength as the su
perior sha ll see f i t .

Here is  stated in authentic document the per
fection  and apostolic end of the order; i t s  per
fection , since because of i t s  end, i t s  members, 
like the Carthusians, are not allowed to leave 
i t  to enter another, i t s  apostolic end, since

'Monica, op. c i t . p . 197 .
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the obligation is  imposed on a l l  ursulines to 
work for the instruction of children a l l  their 
life -t im e ; as fo r  the prohibition which is  put 
on them of not accepting honorary t i t le s ,  does 
i t  not prove that, in the mind of the church, 
the work of education surpasses a l l  t i t le s  of 
n ob ility ; even of religious n o b il ity .8

The d iff ic u lty  inherent in the work of edu
cation constitutes i t s  greatness. That is  why 
a re lig iou s educator who devoted h erself to 
th is apostolic work, the highest a fte r  that of 
the priestly  ministry, must be the most humble 
of re lig io u s . This should not be an obstacle 
to her duty of upholding the dignity of catho
l ic  education and asserting it s  superiority 
over a ll  the apostolic work to which a woman 
may consecrate her l i f e . 9

The Ursuline trad ition a l teaching is  in d iv id u alistic  be
cause the Ursulines follow the method o f  saint Angela in 
dealing with the young.

Saint Angela went .straight to the psychology 
of her subject; she analyzed the youthful mind.
I t  was her aim to make the young g ir l  happy, and 
out of happiness to e l i c i t  sympathy for others 
and the spontaneity of social service. There is 
no one-sidedness in saint Angela’ s scheme of 
training: the radicalism  of youth, with the «sup
pressed desires" which form the ra lly ing  cry of 
modern schools, was not ignored by her. These 
she names over one by one, points out their law
fu l ob jects, their abuse, and so provides for 
th eir legitim ate satisfaction  and their proper 
guidance, that in the hands of the inspired 
teacher the »suppressed desires" of the False 
Humanist, become the controlled  desires of a 
w ell balanced C hristian .10

perfect schools are the resu lt not so much 
of good methods as oi good teachers; who are 
thoroughly prepared and well-grounded in the 
matter they have to teach; who possess the

p oth er  saint John, O.S.U., Ursuline Method of 
Education, pp. 56-57. New Jersey; Quinn & Boden Co, , T946.

9 Ibid .

10Monica, op. c i t . , pp. 1 9 9 -2 0 0 .
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In te llectu a l and moral qu a lification s required 
by their important o f f ic e ; who cherish a pure and 
holy love for the youths confided to  them, be
cause they love Jesus c&riet and His Church, of 
which these are the children of pred ilection ; and 
who have therefore sincerely at heart the true 
good of family and country.11

in this day of advanced methods in education, 
i t  is  surprising to know that almost every one of 
these methods were developed and put in to  actual 
practice by saint Angela four centuries ago. in 
her system of pedagogy we find  direction  for  char
acter formation, visual instruction and emotional 
appeal in the teaching of young g ir ls .  The so- 
ca lled  »platoon System“ is  found in i t s  entirety 
in the Rule of saint Angela. Division into grades, 
three weeks vacation each year, uniforms, oral 
hygiene, the care of the hair and the hands and 
even d ie te t ic s , are prescribed in her code of edu
ca tion .12

Libraries were provided, reading encouraged.
The litu rg ica l movement really began with saint Angela, 
who told her pupils that the study of the liturgy would
make of them Christian women who would love and share in 
a perfect Christian l i f e .

The desire to give their pupils a relig ious 
training and vigorous enough to enlighten and 
sustain them throughout their lives  and to leave 
them the desire to advance always m  the way of 
truth, induces the ursulines to renew and advance 
in their own theologica l studies. s

The ursulines characterize their specific method 
o f teaching by observing the follow ing injunction stated

■^Encyclical Letter of pope Pius Xi, Christian 
Education of Youth, pp. 33-34. Washington, D.C.: ha- 
I'ional Catholic welfare conference, 1930.

^A loysius Thibbitts, «pour centuries of Prog
re s s ,"  Messenger of the sacred Heart, LXX (October,
1935), s r ;

13Aron, op. c i t . , p . 1 1 .
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in  the book of Regulations;
The [üïauline/ Teachers w ill  strive to pre

serve harmony in their manner of acting, and i f  
possib le , in their point of view, so that the 
pupils w ill  at a l l  times receive uniform d irec
tion s. They w ill  evidence towards one another 
on a l l  occasions the greatest deference and 
esteem, never permitting a pupil to speak i l l  
of any o f the teachers.14 *

The Nuns should regard their duties in the 
instruction of youth ah the assured means o f 
fu l f i l l in g  their holy vocation and should ap
ply thereto a l l  their strength and attention .
They should prepare themselves for the worthy 
exercise of their o ffice s  towards youth cy 
striving to acquire, under the sanction of 
obedience, such knowledge and proficiency as 
w i l l  enable them to  accomplish fr u it fu lly  th is 
holy task.

«prom their ea rliest foundations the ursulinas 
have been thorough and progressive teach ers.«16 Mother 
Mary of the incarnation, an ursuline of the Monastery 
of Tours in prance, founded the Monastery of Quebec in  
1639, the f i r s t  educational in stitu tion  on the north 
American continent.

«Mother Mary of the incarnation is  unquestionably 
one of the fiv e  pounders of Hew prance, and her fame with 
posterity  is  quite as secure as that of Champlain, Laval, 
prontenac or Talon.»17

14Kegulations of the ursulines of the congrega-
tion of P a ris , L ou isv iiie , Kentucky, gimp. I ,  p. 2.

16Ib id . , pp. 4-5.
16Lionel Lindsay, »The ursulines of Quebec,» The 

Catholic Encyclopedia, XV, 229.
17James J . Walsh, These Splendid S isters, p. 81. 

Hew York; J. H. Sears & company, m e .,  1927.
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Mother Mary of the incarnation and. her steadily 
increasing number of ursuline recru its a ff i l ia te d  them
selves entirely  to the Rules and constitutions of the 
Paris congregation in 1682, thus gaining the privilege 
of pronouncing the vow of instruction .

Mother Mary of the incarnation displays in an 
eminent degree the thoroughness with which an ursuline 
bound by vow to the work of instruction prepares for her 
task of teaching, since

the education of the Indian g ir ls  was ju st as much 
a part of her plan as was the education of the 
French g ir ls ,  hence her need to study the Huron 
and Iroquois d ia lects , which feat she accomplished 
with outstanding success. Realizing that th is was 
ju s t  one of the many ordeals that she endured fo r  
them, i t  is  no cause fo r  wonder that the Indians 
never forgot her se lfle ss  labor among them. A l
ways an enthusiastic educator, she wrote a d ic 
tionary in the Algonquin and the iroquois lan
guages for use in her relig ion  c la ss e s .18

Her catechism, «Ecole Sainte," remains with 
us as tangible proof of the charity, the so lid ity  
and erudition of this learned Religious. 9

The Jesuits* Ratio studiorum has i t s  equiva
lent fo r  the young g ir ls  in the old Regulations 
of the f i r s t  U^sulines of France who taught the 
same and knew i t  w ell. These Regulations form 
the so lid  Orthodox teachings of saint Angela 
M erici, fr u c t if ie d  especia lly  by the d e a r , 
good judgment of Mere de Bermond.^O

These Regulations were especially  formulated for

18Ib id . , p. 14.
19Ib id . , pp. 22-23.
Q̂je s u it  Relations and A llied  Documents, Vol. 

X III, n. 272, quoted’ Tn soeur sainte Marie, C.S.U., 
La Pédagogie de M^nie L ’ Incarnation, p. 9. Montreal; 
Le Messager canadien',
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Ursulines of the congregation of Paris whose members pro
nounce the vow of instruction , and to  which congregation 
Mother Mary of the incarnation belonged, she valued 
these old Regulations and fashioned herself and her method 
o f instruction by them. Her educational work in New 
prance was made fru it fu l by the use of tnem, making the 
Convent of the ursulines in Quebec the very center of in 

struction and education in Quebec.
A ll the Religious coming iron prance in 1639 or 

a fter were members of very good fam ilies, and had re
ceived a well-rounded education. i t  goes to say that 
these b r illia n t women applied the best methods in their 
times, and that they applied i t  with discernment and pre
cis ion  to the needs of both the Savages and the prench.

Mother Mary of the incarnation employed with the 
French the methods of the congregation of Paris. I t  was 
necessary to learn quickly for many of the g ir ls ,  f r e 
quently the boarding school members, were present only 
part of the year. However, they learned quickly and 
w ell. The follow ing serves as proof;

The pupils presenting themselves at a l l  months 
of the year. This presented a problem fo r  the 
f i r s t  Ursulines of the country. The classes in 
homogeneous groups with divers qualities rendered 
individuality an honor, and, were i t  not fo r  in
dividual teaching in which Mother Mary of The in 
carnation excelled , this notable century would 
have been lacking in this phase. I t  was she who 
formed these young ladies iri distinguished prench 
culture. The f i r s t  Canadian Ursulines have fa ith 
fu lly  concurred to guard and transmit this heritage 
received from their incomparable Mother.21

21W alsh, op. c i t .  , pp. 2 2 -2 3 .
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After the f ir e  of December 1650, the Relations
says;

The entire country was interested in establish
ing the ursulines principally  because of the day 
school. This experience teaches us that the g ir ls  
who were trained by the Ursulines manifested in 
their lives the love and fear of God, and the same 
reign advantageously at their hearths and perme
ates their o ffs p r in g .^

The seriousness with which Mother Mary of the in 
carnation practiced her vow of instruction  is  solemnly 
attested in a le tte r  written to His Holiness, pope 
pius ix, in 1877, two hundred years after the death of 
Mother Mary of the incarnation, when the process of her 
beatification  was introduced. The le t te r  reads as f o l 
lows;

We the ch ie fs  and Braves of the Huron nation 
on our knees before your Holiness, present to you 
a precious perfume, the perfume of the virtues of 
Reverend Mother Marie of the incarnation . . . .  
She i t  was who ca lled  us from the depths of the 
forests  to teach us to know and adore the true 
Master of l i f e .  Through her we learned, to be 
meek................ Our mothers have kissed the im
prints of her fe e t . With her hand she marked on 
our hearts the sign of paith and i t  remained
graven on our hearts.................Many a moon has
passed since that f i r s t  dawning of the true light 
upon us. our nation, then great, is  now threat
ened with complete extinction , but Holy pather, 
we beg you to receive with the last wish and the 
last breath of the Huron Tribe the testimony of 
their profound gratitude to Reverend Mother 
Marie of the incarnati on. 25

22Jesuit Relations and Allied. Documents, op. c i t  
Vol. XIII /  n. 272.

2^£other m. Justin McKieman, O.S.u. , The Order 
of Saint Ursula, ursuline Tradition and Progress, Book
le t ,  pp. 29-30. NeV  Roche1Xe; ' ursu1inè provinela late , 
1945.



76

The Ursulines, conscientious instructors of f e 
male youth in Forth A fr ic a  since the seventeenth cen
tury, earned the follow ing eulogy:

AB teachers of French g ir ls ,  the ursulines 
became a great force in the l i f e  of Few France.
Apart from it s  insistence upon re lig ion , the 
Convent education aimed at preserving purity of 
speech, at inculcating courtesy, and of humane- 
ing the pupil through the medium of such p o lite  
acknowledgements as seemed suited to the needs
of a young country.................suite is  re ferring
to the ursulines when he says, speaking from 
the standpoint of a French Canadian: «Better 
educated than we, they preserved in the family, 
the accent, the vocabulary, the grace, the tone 
of good company which the clearer of the fo re s t , 
the coureur de boie, end the canoe-man were so 
often led to fo r g e t .»24

Bossuet, Fenelon and the Doctors of the sorbonne, 
a l l  pay glowing tribute to this missionary educator who 
vowed her l i f e  to the noble task of instruction .

The Ursuline is  ready for any adaptation her 
duty demands. The power to a lter , change and to 
make new statutes is  a fundamental part of the 
teaching idea of Angela M e r i c i . 2 5

The Quebec foundation, because i t  was s t r ic t ly  
a missionary country at the time of the ursulines» ar
r iv a l, proved i t s e l f  to be a testing ground fo r  the 
a b ility  of the ursuline Rule to adapt i t s e l f  to  any 
condition.

"H istories of education pass too lig h tly  over 
or even omit the devoted and in flu en tia l work of the

24j>. w. Browne, "The Oldest institu tions of 
Learning for women in Forth America," Catholic Educa
tional Review, XXX (February, 1932), in tr o'ductory page.

25^ron, op« o i t . ,  p. 104.



77

Religious orders.«26
Besides their contribution to re lig iou s  educa
tion , national welfare and general culture, the 
private and church schools have been pioneers in 
the f ie ld  of primary education, education for 
g ir ls  and higher education for women, teacher 
training and normal schools, Indian and Negro 
schools and in the manual training movement.2?

The Ursulinas of New Orleans back in the co lon ia l 
days bore witness to the fact that the private school was 
a pioneer in the f ie ld  of femal education when Mother 
Marie Tranchepain in 1727 with ten companions sailed from 
L’ Orient, prance, to f u l f i l l  their vow of instruction by 
establishing schools for both the French g ir ls  and the 
Negresses. Thus, »the ea rliest foundation of an in stitu 
tion of learning for women in the united States is  due to 
the ursulines, who were probably inspired by the heroic 
work these Religious had done in Quebec.*28

When the Jesuits arrived in New Orleans m 
1725, Governor B ienville commissioned the Rever
end Nicholas de Beaubois, Vicar General of the 
Diocese, to obtain sisters for the Mission. The 
choice of both the Jesuits and Governor B ienville  
f e l l  on the ursulines. B ien v ille ’ s mother had 
been educated at the ursuline convent in Quebec.
We need not be surprised to fin d  a son o f Saint 
Ignatius giving his preference to the daughters 
of saint Angela when we understand the parallel 
h istory  existing between the company of saint 
Ignatius and the company of saint Ursula. Father 
Beaubois journeyed to  France and obtained members 
of the foremost teaching sisterhood in France,

26Mother O’ Leary, R . S . C . J . ,  Education with a Tra
d it io n , preface. New York; Longmans, Green & c o . , ' I ’9fc6'.

2?The Reverend Anthony Egging, »The place and 
Function of the private school in a Democratic socia l 
Order,« p. 224. Unpublished Master’ s Thesis, Department 
of school Administration, University of Nebraska, 1941.

28Brcwne, op. c i t . , in trodu ctory page.
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the ursulines from Rouen.29
The ursulinas of new Orleans who followed the 

Regulations fo r  teaching as found in the congregation of 
Paris realized well that

There is  a vast d ifference between engaging in some 
great employment and applying one*s self to i t  
through a sp ir it  of vocation and grace when one is  
ca lled  by God; so i t  is  very important fo r  urau- 
lines to know and understand that they have been 
called by God to  instruct young g ir ls  and that they 
w ill  receive grace to acquit themselves well of the 
studies of their vocation .30

Thus Gilmary shea, writing to the ursulines back 
in the co lon ia l days, could relate;

The daughters of the better class were educated 
in their Academy, many in time, marrying French and 
Spanish o f f ic ia ls  of rank, and doing honor in other 
lands to their training, by the exhibition of Chris
tian graces. Among the ladies here alluded to, 
special mention must be made of the wife of Governor 
Galvez, who in 1875 succeeded h is father as Viceroy 
of M exico.31

With reference to the teaching of the ursulines 
in Hew Orleans prior to the C ivil War period, the Rever
end Edmund Goebel wrote; "The constitutions of the ursu- 
line order are an embodiment of everything that is  ideal 
in Christian education and represent fundamentally the 
essence of ursuline t r a d it io n .«32 -fhese ursulines at

29Ib id .
30c onsti tut ions of the ursuline Order, Archives 

in Hew Orleans, U r s u lin e - convent.
31ursuline Huns, The Ursulines in Hew Orleans — 

A Record of Two Hundred Years i l ‘72V-l925) , p. 82. hew 
York;'p'. J . Kennedy & sons, 1925.

^%everend Edmund j .  Goebel, Study of secondary 
Education Up to 1852, p. 44. Hew York1; Benziger B ros., 
T53TI---------------------
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that time follow ed the constitutions of the Congregation 
of Paris» whose members took the fourth vow of instruc
tion .

With regard to  secular knowledge, ursulines 
w ill  cu ltivate and teach secular branches accord
ing to the standards required by the needs of the 
time, since the f i r s t  condition fo r  teaching well 
i s  a knowledge of the subject, the teachers w ill 
oarefu lly  prepare their lessons, so that they may 
present them in an interesting manner and with 
p ro fit  to their p u p ils .33

Mother saint Augustine Tranohepain vouchsafed the
follow ing information concerning the ursulme schools
baok in the co lon ia l early days;

We have already a large number of boarders and 
day pupils with whose education the parents ap
pear sa tis fied  and we hope that i t  w ill produce 
in  a few years great benefits to the colony 
where re lig ion  is  l i t t l e  known and s t i l l  less 
practiced.

in a dispatch forwarded to the Spanish court by 
the New Orleans government on November 1, 1795, the 
Right Reverend Louis de penalver y Cardenas wrote;

Excellent resu lts are obtained from the ursu- 
lin e  convent in which a good many g ir ls  are edu
cated. This is  the nursery of those future ma
trons who w ill  inculcate in their children the 
princip les which they here imbibe. The education 
which they here receive is  the cause of their be
ing less vioious than the other sex .* 35

The Ursulines used the r e a lis t ic  approach to 
Catholic education fo r  g ir ls  m the eighteenth century

33ftegulations of the ursulines of the congrega- 
tion  of P aris, p. 7. L ou isv ille , Kentucky, iy43.

^ L etter from Mother Tranohepain to Abbe Raguet, 
January 5, 1728. Paris, prance.

35Ursuline Nuns, op. c i t . ,  p . 62.
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as they do today in the twentieth oentury. The ursu-
lines in the eighteenth century recognized the importance
of preparing the young women in their charge fo r  active
participation  in pioneer l i f e .

Their f i r  et echool in Hew Orleans (1727) included 
instruction in sewing, knitting, embroidery, la ce - 
making, and sim ilar household arts . This program 
follow ed the French educational tradition  as r e 
gards the education of women.36

The Ursulines who possessed the vow of instruc
tion in Hew Orleans follow ed the French ursulines* edu
cational tradition in their instruction . But as regards 
the pedagogical methods employed by the Hew Orleans ur
sulines, vowed to  a l i f e  of instruction , ju st what were 
these methods which e l ic it e d  such high praise from a l l  
c irc les?  A thorough understanding of the methods of 
these Ursulines, bound by the fourth vow, is  necessary 
because they are the outward and educational manifesta
tion  of the training of these fourth vow ursulines. i t  
i s worthwhile to note that a l l  ursulines belonging to 
the congregation of Paris and theref ore pronouncing the 
fourth vow of instruction s t i l l  follow  these methods so 
early put into use by the ursulines of new Orleans.
These Ursulines in the colon ia l days were typical of the 
training received by a ll  ursulines of the congregation 
o f paris .

3%ugenie Andxosse Leonard, »vocational Aspects 
o f Modern secondary school Education,» Essays on Catholic 
Education in the united sta tes , p. 142. Edited by Roy 
D eierrari, Washington, D.C.: Catholic university of 
America press, 1942.



81

The ea rliest existing printed, edition  of the 
Ursuline pedagogical scheme, the f i r s t  oomplete 
development of Angela Merici*s jttule and Teaching 
idea, saw the ligh t in the printing shop of Louis 
jo s s e , at the sign of the crown of Thorns, rus 
Saints Jacques, in 1705. i t  contained the f o l 
lowing approbation of Superiors;

"We the Superiors o f the two Monasteries of 
the ursulines of P aris, having examined care
fu l ly  the book containing regulations observed by 
said nuns in teaching l i t t l e  g ir ls ,  boarders and 
externs, judge i t  apropos, and permit that i t  be 
printed, so as to be more easily  communicated to 
the houses of the same order who wish to make use 
of i t  as a method very important in the Christian 
and secular education of the children in their 
institutes.**

(Signed) Feret, v. Gen*l 
P aris, March, 1652

This method was brought to America in 1727 
by a band o f oourageous ursulines from prance, 
who braved a perilous six  months voyage to Hew 
Orleans to teach the l i t t l e  French g ir ls  of the 
oolony there. And about a dozen ursuline in s t i
tutes in the United states established from vari
ous monasteries in prance, today treasure th is 
l i t t l e  book of Regulations. Maintaining s t i l l  a 
pedagogical tradition based orig inally  upon i t . 37

The monasteries written of in chapters pive and 
Six of the work follow  these Regulations, and also pro
nounce the vow of instruction .

A p a ra lle l w ill  be drawn from time to time to 
show that Saint Angela*s pedagogical ideal as practiced 
by the seventeenth century ursulines is  s t i l l  being closely  
observed by a l l  the Ursulines of the congregation of Paris, 
possessing the vow of instruction , i t  is  a general prac
t ice  of a ll  Ursulines* Monasteries belonging to the con
gregation of Paris. Every member o f an ursuline com
munity belonging to  the congregation of Paris is  given

37M onica, op . c i t . ,  pp. 3 6 2 -6 4 .
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at the time o f her novitiate a book of Regulations, 

which explains in deta il the ursulines* work of instruc
tion .

School management as la id  out m the original 
Regulations provided for  a supervisor for the head 
of the school. I t  was she who kept the balance 
between teacher and pupil; and pupil and pupil; i t  
was her duty to supply a ll  school supplies; whether 
fo r  teacher or pupil. she was responsible for 
daily attendance; for c la ss if ica t io n , and fo r  pro
motions, fo r  rewards and penalties. Hers was the 
respon sib ility  of seeing that the children were 
properly trained and that they received the sacra
ments, her duties in this matter being fu lly  out
lined in no less than twenty-seven A rtic les  of 
Chapter Two.38

Today these ursulines, possessing the vow of in
struction , »adhere s tr ic t ly  to the »Reglements of Paris* 
ideas have a principal fo r  each school whose duties are 
essentially  the same as those lis te d  for the seventeenth 
century tJf sulines. *»* 39 Thus proving conclusively the im
portance of the Regulations» place in the l i f e  of a 
fourth vow Ur8Uline.

According to the Regulations under the Mis
tress General were the class M istress, two in num
ber, who replaced each other in principal charge 
every other week, acting on alternate weeks as 
assistant each to each. Their duty was to stand 
responsible for order and d isc ip lin e , to attend 
to the spiritual education of the pupils and 
their growth in Christian virtue, and especia lly  
to teach catechism and instruct the pupils in 
their reading, one for arithm etic, i f  possible 
one fo r  writing, and one for needlework, since 
the instruction was largely individual or in very 
small groups, these duties f i l l e d  the entire time

58I bid.
39Letter from Mother m. C laire, O.S.U., ursuline 

Convent, Hew Orleans, Louisiana, July 50, 1948.



83

of the teachers, and the economy of the c la ss
room was curiously like the feature depicted in 
the American plan, namely, the «platoon system« 
inasmuch as both time and space were u tilized , 
so that while the school hours were short every 
teacher and every pupil had d e fin ite  tasks at 
every moment, and every classroom was occupied. 0

Today the Ursulines of the congregation of paris 
have class mistresses fo r  each d ivision  of the high 
school who are ca lled  class sponsors. They are largely 
responsible for the conduct, order and d iscip lin e  o f the 
members of their d iv ision  as w ell as teaching them their 
re lig ion  classes fiv e  days in the week, collaborating 
with these class sponsors are the additional members of 
the faculty who teach the subjects in the curriculum fo r  
which they hold state ce r t ifica te s  and are qualified  to 
teach, in a minor capacity they also uphold the order 
and d iscip lin e of the school. The Platoon system is  car
ried out in the smallest classes where individual help 
or tutoring i s  given. The reason for this i s  because 
Saint Angela advocated individual treatment of each 

ch ild .
The economy of the Boarding school as ex

plained in the Regulations is  likewise worthy 
of note. Here, a special treasurer of the 
school finances, supplied by the community 
treasurer for such disbursements as were nec
essary. There was a supervisor with a system 
of supervision much the same as that found in 
the Day sch ool.* 41

Today in a typical high school boarding department

4% onica, op. c i t . ,  p. 364.
41I b id ., p. 369.
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conducted by the ursulines of the congregation of Faria 
there are four d iv isions, at the head of each is  a mis
tress; the finances are taken care of by the community 
treasurer.

It is  a rare thing to come across so detailed  
a method of teaching as that set down m the Reg
lamenta of the P ans ursulinas in lt>52. To the 
teachers in the Rue s t .  Jacques the l i t t l e  hand
book must have taken the place of what is  known 
today as the Handbook for Teachers in the public 
schools of any one c ity  in the united states only 
with the difference that the book is  not subject 
to the changes made by any and every new City 
Superintendent who has ideas to propagate. The 
Reglements existed for  the training of young 
teachers and they were expected to master and 
carry out i t s  d e ta il. However, with the usual 
characteristic sensitiveness to the need of 
f le x ib i l i t y  which the Ursulinas inherited from 
their great Foundress, Angela M enci, any cut 
and dried r ig id ity  were precluded by the fo llow 
ing passages in the l i t t l e  book; «This method 
has been proved by experience to be the best, 
nevertheless i t  is  not desired to r e s t r ic t  the 
teacher to i t  so that she may not make any 
changes in i t  as she judges proper."42

The Regulations then s ought to secure the test 
methods for  w ritin g , arithmetic, spelling, reading, and 
catechism, e t c . ,  and to write i t  down e x p lic it ly . Since 
the ursulinas from the beginning of their foundation were 
noted for their manual training course i t  would be appro
priate to show the course as practiced in the seventeenth 
oentury and its  complement as i t  i s  practiced by the 
twentieth century Ursulinas.

The g ir ls  were then taught to salute their 
teachers with curtsies, and to stand aside at 
doorways for their elders, were required to 42

42I b ld . , pp. 337-38.



85

take a hand in dom esticities and prepare them
selves fo r  a career of usefulness, i t  seems 
that whenever a few  minutes lapsed in a well 
appointed day, they were to «work« which meant 
to get out their needle and thread. Besides 
learning sewing, they had to learn to mend and 
even to make over their garments occasionally.
They helped set the tab le  and cleared i t  again 
a fter the meal, p ilin g  up the dishes to be 
washed. They assisted  m making their own beds, 
and served in their turn in putting away things 
used in c la ss , such as books, workbaskets, 
jetons and paper. Thus they were taught to be 
orderly .43

Today in an Ursulme private school of the con
gregation of Paris the exact procedure is  followed ex
cept that instead of using every spare moment in sewing, 
a certain amount of physical exercise as volley ball, 
tennis, e t c . ,  is  likewise encouraged.

The work teacher is  exhorted to be very kind 
in showing the pupils how to work, taking them 
in groups of not more than two or three at a 
time during the lesson, one pupil being beside 
the teacher while the others work in their places. 
She is  to begin by the simplest and most neces
sary operations, making a plain seam, hem, or a 
tuck, marking on canvas or linen. Later, they 
may learn other kinds of work, such as embroi
dering flowers and embroidering on gold or s i l 
ver, making d ifferent kinds of laces, French or 
English whatever is  customary, and whatever their 
parents may d es ire .44

Today the g ir ls  in the domestic science classes 
of the private schools of the ursulines of the congrega
tion of Paris are given individual attention and are a l
lowed to follow their tastes under supervision and ac
cording to their a b ility ; previously having asked their

45lb id . , p. 384.
44Ibid .
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parents what their wishes are as regards the arts they 
intend to learn. The ursulines of the congregation of 
paris rea lize  that a knowledge of handwork is  indispen
sable to a g ir l  who remains at home and, then too, they 
remember that Ursulines are vowed to prepare their g ir ls  
for a happy home l i f e .  They w ill be the mothers of the 
morrow and an Ursuline g ir l  must be a home maker.

The re lig iou s  teaching Orders for women, estab
lished later than the Order of saint Ursula, could easily  
have received inspiration fo r  their noble task of educa
tion by observing the earnestness and thoroughness with 
which those Ursulines bound by vow to the work of in 
struction are f i r s t  prepared for this task by a long pe
riod  of training, to culminate la ter in such abundant 
fru itfu ln ess in the classroom.

in the previous pages the teaching method of the 
Ursulines of the congregation of Paris was traced, from 
the days of saint Angela in the sixteenth century through 
the seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. The principal reason why the teaching method 
would be so exactly and minutely observed was because of 
the existence of the Regulations, which contained in so 
complete detail the classroom procedure followed by the 
Ursulines of the congregation of Paris, whose members 
pronounce the vow of instruction .

A log ica l question, therefore, to ask is ;  "How 
are the young members of the ursuline Order of the
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Congregation of Paris trained to become e ff ic ie n t  educa
tors a fter the example of their predecessors? How do the 
postulants, novices, juvenates (young professed sisters 
with Temporary vows) receive the necessary background and 
practice in such an important work as teaching?«

Upon entrance into the ursuline Order, the young 
aspirant is  reminded that the ursuline neligious belong 
to  a purely teaohing order and that Order exists in the 
Church in which there are also other teaching orders.
The ursulines distinguish themselves from others by f o l 
lowing exactly the instructions in their constitutions 
en titled ; How the ursulines Are to Teach. By follow ing 
th is advice an Ursuline is  d ifferen tiated  from a ll  other 
teaohing Sisterhoods.

Every aspirant to the ursuline Order of the con
gregation of Paris of L ou isv ille , Kentucky, has had to 
have sa tis fa cto r ily  completed her High school course be
fore admittance. Therefore, upon her entrance into the 
Order she is  told by her superior that she w ill not teach 
in any of the order’ s private or parochial schools for  at 
least three years, but during this period she w ill be 
prepared in a special way fo r  this important work of in 
struction to which these Ursulines are bound by the vow 
of instruction . The aspirant’ s f i r s t  contacts are with 
her general and immediate Superiors concerning her back
ground, ca p a b ilities , talents, lik es , e t c .,  and after 
th is general information is  gathered, the Dean of the
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College and. other members who w ill  undoubtedly receive 
her in to  their respective classes, are approached by the 
Superiors who ask them to guide and d irect the classes of 
the aspirant with whom they w ill  have close contacts.

Consequently, upon her entrance into the Order, 
the aspirant pursues a regular Freshman college course 
including the following subjects: R eligion, four cred its ; 
philosophy, four cred its ; Latin, four cred its ; Modern 
Language, s ix  cred its ; English Mechanics, four cred its ; 
Science, s ix  cred its ; Humanities, six  cred its ; English, 
two cred its ; H istory, three cred its ; and pine Arts, one 
cred it.

The follow ing year a fter the postulant has joined 
the ranks of the novices, her time w ill  be devoted ex
clusively  to a study of the l i f e  of the ursulines and 
their l i f e  work of teaching.

The e ffic ien cy  of an individual member de
pends ch ie fly  upon her n ov itia te , neglect of 
proper training there cannot be compensated by 
any amount of time spent in the pursuit of 
higher studies nor by such advantages as great 
institutions of learning and the guidance of 
able professors a fford . The novitiate is  where 
the w ill is  trained.4®

The Directory fo r  Novices of the ursuline Order 
of the congregation of Paris e x p lic it ly  states in the 
chapter on »The Merit and Method of instruction» that

It is  a duty you owe yourself, your order, 
your pupils and the public, to labor seriously 45

45Reverend M. V. K elly , zeal in the classroom, 
p. 35. Toronto: warwiok Bros. & Rutter, L td ., 1922.
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to improve and to enrich your mind with useful 
knowledge, that you may be qualified  to d is 
charge the trust of preparing the children con
fided to your care for the various stations in 
l i f e  that they are destined to f i l l , 46

The follow ing year, the second one spent in the 
N ovitiate, the Novice again resumes her co llege  subjects 
and teacher training courses which include: R eligion , 
fiv e  cred its ; Psychology or ch ild  Growth and Development, 
s ix  cred its ; Health and Nutrition, two cred its ; Speech, 
two cred its ; school Music and Art, two cred its ; Funda
mentals in Education, four cred its ; classroom Observa
tion, participation  and student Teaching, two cred its .

The Elementary teachers are required to take 
Techniques; for example, Teaching Reading, three cred its ; 
Teaching Arithmetic, three cred its ; p rincip les or Methods 
in Geography, three cred its ; this takes place during the 
second semester.

The Secondary teachers must have fundamentals of 
Secondary Education, four cred its ; Organization and Ad
m inistration, three cred its .

The observation and Participation  and student 
Teaching is  required of Elementary and secondary teachers. 
In the classroom observation they acquire professional 
laboratory experiences which make a d irect contribution 
to an understanding of individuals and their guidance m 
the teacher-learning program.

46Directory for  Novices of the ursuline order, 
pp. 197-981 New York; Benziger B ros., 1926.
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in the second semester, the Novices have actual 
participation  and do student teaching under commissioned 
c r i t i c  teachers. They are assigned to grades for  student 
teaching to which they seem best f it t e d  after observation 
in the various grades, some are selected for Elementary 
grades, others fo r  secondary work, in the secondary De
partment they concentrate more on subject matter, while 
in the Elementary Department much time i s  spent on methods 
and techniques.

They must be recommended by the Head of the 
Education Department and the supervisor of the 
Teacher Training Department. The supervisor of 
Teacher Training keeps in close contact with the 
Student teacher by means of personal conferences 
and group conferences.47

The Sacred Heart Model school on the campus of 
Ursuline college provides an elementary training school 
fo r  the Novices, while the sacred Heart Academy on the 
same campus furnishes the student teachers with a second
ary training school whioh provides fa c i l i t i e s  for the 
student teachers to f u l f i l l  the requirements of the 
State Department of Education for observation, participa
tion and practice teaching, under the supervision and d i 
rection  of the Head of the Education Department of ursu
lin e  college and commissioned c r i t i c  teachers. These 
schools also serve as laboratories in which the experi
ments in school management are carried out and curricula

47Statement by s is ter  m. M erici, O.S.U., D irec
tress of Education for the ursulines of L ou isv ille , Ken
tucky, March 28, 1949.
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are made.
The la s t  two weeks of the student-teacher«s

training the D irectress of Education
accompanies these new teachers in to  various ur- 
suline schools of the parishes of the c ity  of 
L ou isv ille  where they may receive experience in 
a typical situation in which they w ill later be 
assi^aed. The professional program is  so de
signed during this time to a ffo rd  opportunity 
fo r  participation  in a l l  of the phases of the 
teacher*s a ctiv ity  both in and out of the class
room. The student teachers are also given dur
ing these last two weeks complete charge of the 
class and accompany them and evaluate their 
laboratory experiences each day.4®

Pinal Academic results and comments of c r i t i c  
teachers and directors of Teacher Training are compiled 
and f i le d  in the Mother su p er io rs  o f f ic e . With these 
data, the superior is  guided in placing new recruits in 
permanent places, hone of these beginning teachers are 
missioned at schools outside of the c ity  of L ou isville  
fo r  their f i r s t  three years of teaching.

During the f i r s t  year of every beginning teacher, 
the community supervisor spends several days with her. 
Again, before the close  of the year she pays them an
other check-up v is it .

Since the large number of schools conducted by 
the ursulines of Louisville are in scattered portions of 
the c ity , every type of ch ild  and practica lly  every type 
of teaching situation can be found, thus giving the 
critic-teach ers an opportunity to discover the exact types

4 8 Ib id .
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of children the student-teacher a are suited fo r . The 
Ursuline c r i t i c  teachers rea lize  that »the personality 
of each ch ild  is  something unique which defies  c la s s i
f ic a t io n . « 49 This idea of the individual treatment of 
the child is  traditional with ursuline teaching.

in the ursuline Order emphasis is  not placed on 
the large number of teachers composing the congregation 
or on the numerous schools taught by the ursulines but 
on the quality of teaching done within the schools.

Each ursuline as she completes her in it ia l  
teacher-training course is  qualified  to impart a tradi
tional ursuline education to the young people who w il l  
be placed in her charge. A ll ursulines of this congre
gation have degrees» at least the Baccalaureate degree 
before teaching in High school.

Then there is  the matter of advanced degrees.
The likes and aptitudes of the postulants and 

novices are studied carefu lly and weighed; they, 
themselves, do not have the priv ilege of deciding 
in tneir own case, though they may frankly state 
their tastes and leanings, instructors point out 
talent in their respective classes and confer with 
heads of departments. These bring their recom
mendations to the Dean of the college and Direc
tress of Education, who presents the names to the 
Council Members of the congregation. The Mother 
Superior and council Members decide fin a lly  who 
are to go on for  higher degrees.5®

4% other saint John, O.S.U., «Education in Gen
e ra l,"  ursuline Tradition and Progress Booklet, p. 80.
Hew Rochelle, 1940.

50stateraent by Reverend Mother Rosalin, O.S.U., 
Superior of the Ursulines of L ou isv ille , Kentucky,
March 19, 1949.
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The members of the ursuline order who belong to 
the congregation of paris have a special chapter in the 
book of constitutions d irected  to the «Duty of the Di
rectress of Education.« The information reads as f o l 
lows;

The o f f ic e  of the Directress of Education 
w ill be given to a prudent, experienced Hun, 
g ifte d  with executive talent, zealous for the 
salvation of sou ls, and capable of edifying 
seculars by her reserve and modesty. Her duty 
w ill be to report to the Mother superior and 
Disoreets on the condition of the schools, on 
the teaching ca p a b ilities  of the nuns employed, 
and to suggest means fo r  improvement in the 
teaching a c t iv it ie s  of the community both in 
content and method. 51 *

I t  w ill  be the duty of the D irectress of Educa
tion  at stated times to v is it  the schools taught by the 
Huns and to report accurately to the Mother superior and 
Discreets on conditions as found.

At the d irection  and under the supervision of 

the Mother superior, the D irectress w ill keep an ac
curate record of the studies, attainments and experi
ences of the teaching nuns of the community. At in ter
vals as stated in the Regulations, the heads of the de
partments in a l l  the schools w ill make in writing whatever 
reports of their respective departments she deems neces
sary or expedient. These reports w ill be submitted to 
the council with her recommendations. ^2

51Constitutions of the ursuline order o f the con
gregation of paris .

52Ibid.
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A Religious order has an h istor ic  past from which

i t  receives i t s  characteristic stamp; This inspiration
from the past members of the ursuline order imbues each
present day ursuline with the desire to serve, inspire
and instruct the g ir ls  confided to their care. The w ell-
known verse from E oclesiasticus becomes her slogan;

I t  is  a g i f t  o f God to apply oneself to the 
education of g i r l s . 55

5 5 Eocl. 7; 25
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