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CHAPTER I

THE PURPOSE OP THIS STUDY

The purpose of this thesis is to furnish a conoise and 
interesting account of the schools established and conducted by the 
Slaters of Humility in Iowa, where this community has labored for 
over fifty years. An earnest effort has been made to be as ac
curate as possible in tracing the history of these schools* both 
public and parochial, from their poor beginnings through their 
gradual developments to the place they now hold among other schools 
of their kind in the state.

Previous to this time, no history of the schools of the 
Sisters of Humility has been published, so it supplies, in a 
certain sense, a long felt need.

In presenting this thesis, the two main problems to be 

solved have been the securing of reliable material regarding these 
points:

1. The courses of study used in the sohools taught by these 
Sisters.

2. The material and educational development of the schools 
under their supervision.

That this thesis may be better understood it might be 
well to give, before proceeding further, a general classification 
and an explanation of the school work done by the Sisters of Humility.

Their schools, in general fall under two main classes, 
parochial and publio. A parochial school is one belonging to a



parish, ill parochial schools taught by the Sisters of Humility 

are under the direct administration of their respective pastors.
They are subject to the bishop of the diocese, who is the highest 
authority in his diocese. He is assisted in his government by a 

school board and an inspector who is one of the priests of the 
diocese.

The Sisters of Humility conduct twelve parochial schools* 
of which eight are high schools fully accredited to the State.
The remaining four are grade schools. Three public schools employ 
the Sisters as teachers. These schools* which are organized, owned* 
and operated by the State, pay salaries and other expenses from 
money raised in taxation. The Sisters are required to qualify 
themselves according to the demands of the State and to follow the 
Course of Study outlined by the State. In addition to this* they 
teach Beligion at a time which is set apart for it, often outside 
of regular school hours. The Sisters of Humility are in charge 
of one institutional school. This school is Saint Vincent's Home, 
an orphanage, located at Davenport, Iowa.

Saint Joseph's Academy, a select boarding school for girls 
and women, which is operated and owned by these Sisters, is in 

Ottumwa, Iowa. Connected with this Aoadeny is a Junior College—  

Ottumwa Heights College. This is the Normal School for the Sisters 
as well as the young ladies who come to them. A separate chapter 
will be devoted to these institutions.

To get the facts concerning the educational development of
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these schools, the writer consulted Courses of Study as far hack 

as 1898» To get information about individual schools, the writer 

examined ohnroh and school records, school journals, year hooks, 
chronicles, and jubilee dedication booklets. Many newspaper files 

had to he searched, This information was very difficult to get* hut 
when once obtained, it was rioh in materials needed.

Stunning up these and other sources of information from which 
the facts and figures of this volume have been obtained, the follow
ing is a brief summary:

1. General Histories of Education.
2. Histories of the State of Iowa.
3. Courses of studies and sohool catalogs.
4. Written records, sohool journals.
5. Jubilee booklets, parish dedication booklets, and school 

year books.
6. Newspaper files.
The approach to the subject was characterized at first by

a number of misgivings as to where really necessary material could
be found. Where to get reliable data was a big problem, which at

times seemed almost unsurmountable. To find methods of attack,
sources of information, and suggestions that might lead to the
discovery of material the writer read the following:

Brown, E. E. —  The MaMng of Our Middle SohoolB.

Aurner, Clarence A. —  A History of the Schools of the
Sisters of the Precious Blood 
in Missouri.
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By means of a quest ionnaire sent to the schools in charge of the 
Sisters of Humility( she received, valuable data. Next she inter
viewed or corresponded with school men and women who could give 
her either general information or particular data regarding the 
schools conducted by these Sisters.

This community, the Sisters of Humility of Mary, had for 
some years been very anxious to have one of its members write a 

history of all their schools in Iowa from the time they came into 
this state in 1877 to make it their permanent home up to the pres
ent time. So far no one had written such a history; henoe the auth

or hopes her efforts will be of interest and help to all the members 
of her religious community, especially the younger Sisters who are 
now teaching or will be teaching in these schools. This thesis 

emphasises particularly the hardships under which most of these 
schools began and continued for years, their progress, and their 
rack among the many parochial and public schools of the day.

Since 1877 the Sisters of Humility have opened and taught 
successfully twenty-two schools. Of this number five have been 
closed, due mostly to the fact that many of the Catholics of these 
localities have moved to distant fields to better their conditions. 

The Sisters of Humility have now seventeen schools under 
their supervision. These schools, with two exceptions, have in
creased fourfold in number of pupils and teachers, Sinoe the auth
or of this thesis has taught in a number of these schools, she is 
familiar with much of the work done in them. This experience has
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been a help in oolleoting aoourate data* Without this experienoe 

it would have been impossible to write much of this history* for 
in early days records were rarely kept*

oS



CHAPTER II

SAINT MARY’S SCHOOL 
OTTUMWA, IOWA

The first school opened by the Sisters of Humility of Mary 
dates back to 1877 when a little hand of Sisters came from Chilli- 
cothe, Missouri» to Ottumwa» Iowa, at the request of Father Kreckel 
to take charge of "Old Saint Joseph's," The Sisters came originally 
from Dommartin, Prance, and made their first American foundation in 
Cleveland, Ohio. In 1868 the Right Reverend Bishop Hogan of Saint 
Joseph, Missouri, requested that a hand of Sisters open schools in 
his diocese. In compliance with his wish six Sisters were sent to 

Missouri, At the death of the Bishop they were obliged to leave, 

hut they soon found a hearty weloome and a permanent home in the 

State of Iowa, 1 Father Kreckel in charge of Saint Mary’s Parish, 
Ottumwa, Iowa, was in need of Sisters to teach the hoys under his 

charge, as the Nuns of the Visitation, whom he had invited to Ottumwa 

from Keokuk, Iowa, and who had established a school in 1870, taught 
only girls, 1 2

The Sisters, on coming to Ottumwa, Iowa, bought a block of 
property on Fifth Street. Several small dwellings, which the Sisters 
used as dormitories, refectory, and classrooms, were scattered over

1, Records of St. Joseph’s Convent, Motherhouse of Sisters of
Humility, Ottumwa, Iowa, Vol. I, p. 4, 1877.

2. History of Sisters of Humility in Iowa, Vol. I, p. 4.
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this block* This little Villa was known then (and is remembered by 
a very few today) as "Paradise Bow."

After living in these surroundings for three years they 
bought one half block of Court Hill property overlooking the city*

Here the Sisters conducted a small hospital* besides oaring for the 
County patients* until their new building was completed* The last 

years of the great General Shields* well known to every American 
student of history* were spent in this hospital on Court Hill* It 
was the privilege of the Sisters to oare for him in his illness and 

be with him at his death. His aunt, Miss Tally* and his niece*
Mary Shields (later Mrs• J, J. Smith) also made their home with the 
Sisters* To oare for these friends was a duty of love and gratitude* 
It was through the generosity of Miss Tally* or "Aunt Tally" as she 
was oalled by her friends, that the Sisters were able to purchase 
the Court Hill property which was to be their future home* The 
Sisters had not been financially situated to buy a larger home* 

which was now a dire necessity* until this noble woman befriended 
them. It was thxougi this substantial gift that the struggle for 

the necessities of life was to a great extent alleviated* Believed 
from problems concerned ohiefly with temporalities* the Sisters now 
turned their energies toward the furthering of the purpose of their 
foundat ion*

In accordance with the rules of the congregation* the Sisters 

are obliged to be well qualified to teach the branches assigned to 

them. Gladly did they embrace the opportunities to advance themselves



8
in educational matters. Thus the gift of "lunt Tally" teemed with 
blessings; ohiefly, it gave the Sisters a home and was a means of 

enabling them to fulfill their purpose as an organization.
The first school acoepted formed a vital part of the St. 

Mary's parish, which is the mother parish of the surrounding country. 
Its history opens with the year 1847 when the missions were attended 
by priests from Davenport. In 1848 Father J. J. Viliars was ap

pointed to Ottumwa, Iowa, by Bishop Loras. He built the first 
Catholic Church in Ottumwa—  a small frame building twenty-two feet 
wide, forty feet long, and twenty feet from base to gable. 1 Father 
John Tillars lived in the vestry. In all kinds of weather he 

traveled on horsebaok from Ottumwa to Keokuk and other stations in 
southeastern Iowa. Often, like his great ideal. Saint Paul, he 
was in peril of water, in peril of wilderness, in hunger, thirst, 

and cold. It the beginning of the Civil War this missionary went 
to Ohio where he died. The valiant Father 1. Hattenberger succeeded 
him. Father Hattenberger was born in Alsace, France, and came to 
America in 1848. His first work after his ordination for the 
Diocese of Dubuque was the spiritual care of the Catholics of the 
Des Moines river valley with his residence at Ottumwa.*

During the four years of his administration he built up the 

faith among his people; in all kinds of weather he, too, rode on 1 2

1. Jubilee Book of St. Patrick's Parish, p. 28.

2. Ibid
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horseback to the different posts and missions to administer to the 

needs of the people who had settled along the river valley as far 
as Fort Des Moines. During his mission to Ottumwa the first brick 

church was built. It was a small building located «here the 
paroohial house now stands. From Ottumwa Father Hattenberger went 
to Fort Madison, Iowa.

In 1854 the Beverend John Kreokel came to take his place 

at Saint Mary's. He was a grand old pioneer priest who lived for 
forty-six years in the city of Ottumwa, a long time in this western 
country, and ministered to the wants of the Catholics not only in 

the city of Ottumwa but in ten of the neighboring counties. His 
life was filled with the hardships of spending many nights in the 
open, but this did not daunt his courage, «hen Father Kreokel came 
to these parts there were only eight Catholic families in Des 
Moines. He aided in the organization of most of the Catholic 
societies in this section. He also superintended the erection of 
many churches.*

In much of his early work he was aided by the Sisters of 

Humility of Mary who had come to Iowa for the purpose of helping 
in the education of pioneer Catholics. These courageous and noble 
religious through poverty, more extreme than that which they had 

left, and throught hardships of many kinds, undertook to carry out 
the work of the institute. They opened schools, taught Catheohism, 
cared for the ozphans, boarded children, nursed the sick, cleaned

1. History of Wapello County, Iowa, 1878, Tol. 5, p. 6.
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the church, and decorated the altars. In faot, they assisted in 

every possible way in the furtherance of the interest of religion 
and the eduoation of youth. 1

In 1861 Fhther Kreokel erected the present Saint Mary's 
Church. She stone for the edifice was quarried a few miles up 
the river* She farmers hauled it to the ohuroh grounds, where 
workmen belonging to the parish placed it in the walls*

She old church built by Father Hattenberger was used by 
the parish as a parochial sohool for the boys* Shis was known as 
"Old Saint Joseph's", and it was in this humble place that the 
Sisters began their first teaching in Iowa** 2 Afterwards this 
school was t o m  down, and the parochial residence was built on this 

site*
It was a combination of school and parish house* Two rooms 

in the basement and two on the first floor were to be used as school
rooms. When sohool work opened in this building, two Sisters of 
Humility, Sister Mary Agnes and Sister Mary Frances, were in charge* 
They continued the work started in the old church. One taught in 
the basement and one iqpstairs. As the number of boys increased to 

sixty-eight, more help was needed, and the next year a third Sister, 
Sister Mary Magdalene, was added to the staff. The teachers were 
often assisted in their work by the pastor, especially in matters 
of discipline*

1* The Ottumwa Courier, Vol* 1, p* 7, Deo* 24, 1930.

10

2. Ibid.



As the number of pupils increased. Father Kreokel, aided 

and encouraged by the men of the parish, planned to build a new 
school for the boys. In 18821 the Sacred Heart School was built 

on the comer of Fifth and Court Streets. It was a three-story 
building of red pressed brick trimmed in white stone. The basement 

contained one school room, toilets, and a room fbr a furnace and 
fuel. The second floor had two well-lighted, airy schoolrooms. On 

the top floor was a large auditorium where the boys gave many 
splendid entertainments. Later this auditorium was divided into 
two large schoolrooms, cloak rooms, and a library.

The school, in the early days of the eighties, was heated 
by a wood stove. The fire was tended by the older boys, as there 
was no provision made for a janitor then or for years to come.
It was also the pleasant task of the older boys to carry water 
from the "town pump", as it was called, a well on the church 
property about a half blook away. When this building was erected, 
heavy screens were placed on all windows to prevent the breaking of 

them by the baseballs. The game of baseball was the boys' only 
means of recreation. The number of boys continued to increase 

until at the end of the year 1886 there was an enrollment of one 
hundred and seven, a goodly number at that time. 1 2 The number of 

teachers and boys remained about the same until 1899, when the

1. The Ottumwa Courier, Leo. 24, 1930.

2. Register of St. Mary's School, Ottumwa, Iowa, Vol. I, p. 6, 1886.
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school changed with, the ohange of pastors.

The curriculum from the very first was like that of any 
ungraded school• The teachers taught the essentials of education, 
as known in those days: "reading, 'riting and 'rithmetia"— the three 
B's— with catechism, singing, geography, and history. Slates were 
used instead of pencil and paper. Much stress was laid on the 
fundamental truths of religion, oral reading, and mental arithmetic. 
As there were no records available, it has been difficult to obtain 
the names of all the books used then. McGuffy* s Headers and Spell
ers, Eclectic Geography, Bay's Arithmetic, and copy books of Spen
cerian method were some of the books used.

At first there was no equipment whatever for writing, and 
the Sisters and boys thought themselves rich when chalk and erasers 

were procured. Later they were able to get some maps and charts.a

Until 1888 this school was not graded, and the divisions were made 

by A and B class in the primary, intermediate, and grammar rooms.
It is evident that the subjects were very thoroughly taught, for 

the pupils after leaving aohool were financially successful in 
life where only a thorough education oould make them so. The 
Sisters spent much time in training the altar boys. Prom that 

time until the present day, the acolytes of Saint Mary' 8 have been 
and are the pride of the pastor and parishioners. The boys from 
the third grade to the twelfth consider it a privilege and an honor 
to be chosen as members of Saint Mary's Acolyte Society which is an 
outstanding organization in the pariah.
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The remuneration received by our Sisters was indeed very 
meager. Their joint salary» for teaching and sacristy work, barely 
reached four hundred dollars a year. This was paid by tuition. 
However, no lad was refused admittance because of lack of money to 

pay his way.
In 1890, ten years after the Sisters of Humility came to 

Ottumwa to open a boy's school, it was realized that in a new and 

scattered parish it would be impossible to support two communities.

It seemed more practical to retain the Sisters of Humility, since 

their Constitutions permitted them to oare for both boys and girls.
In the spring of that same year the Convent 05 Fourth Street was 
puronased from the Visitation Huns, and the girls of the parochial 
school (as well as those of the loadeiqy) were ta&n over by the 
Sisters of Humility. The Visitation Nuns left Otturara and opened 
a foundation in Hastings, Nebraska.

Even though the Sisters knew the change of looat ion was for 
the general good of religion, it was indeed hard for them to part 

with their beloved home on Court Hill. Very soon after the newly 
purchased Visitation Convent was vacated, the Sisters of Humility 
moved in and immediately began preparations to take up the work of 

their predecessors.
This Convent, now Saint Mary's School, is a large four- 

story modern building facing Fourth Street, a few rods east of Saint 

Mary's Church. There were nine windows on each floor faoing the 

front. Each window was carefully protected by a green shutter.



which has since disappeared. The two upper floors contained the 
ohapel, community room, recreation rooms, a parlor, and sleeping 
apartments for the Sisters and hoarders. On the second floor were 
three large school rooms, a parlor, and three small music rooms.
On the first floor (which was a half basement) the kitchen, a pantry, 
dining rooms, the laundry, and the furnace room were located.

This large building was built very close to the street on 
a half block of ground which slopes up from the street to a rather 
steep hill, on the top of which was built an imposing barn where 
the horse, cow, and chickens were kept.

A great deal of work was done in the yard. In time numerous 
shade and fruit trees and many beds of beautiful flowers greatly 
enhanced the place, which gave it a park-like appearance. During 
the time it was a girls' sohool and convent it was considered one 

of the outstanding beauty spots of the city.
It was with some misgivings that the Sisters began their 

new work as teachers of the girls' sohool and academy* The girls 
had learned to love the Visitation Funs and were accustomed to their 

way of teaching. The Sisters selected for this duty, however, were 
experienced and qualified, so in a short time everything was ad
justed to the satisfaction of all.

The three sohool rooms were filled with girls, in number 
one hundred and thirty, taught by four full time and four part time 
teachers. To meet the needs of the times, the elementary grades 
were trained in the simple things they should know, namely.

14



oateohism, reading, writing, spelling, arithmetic, composition, 
civics, health, history, music, singing, and sewing.

The high sohool, which numbered about forty girls, was 

taught by two Sisters who gave full time and two who assisted in 
teaching singing, music, and sewing. The curriculum contained the 

following subjects: Catechism of Perseverance, New Testament,
Milne*s Algebra, Hitchcock's Bhetoric, classics, Tarr*s Physical 
Geography, botany, Iowa and the Nation Civics, and McLaughlin's 

Economics. The work done then would be equivalent to three years 

of High Sohool work as done now. Theresa Hbye was the first gradu
ate from here in 1896.

Death cams to claim Reverend Father Zreokel on June 24, 1899. 
He was succeeded in turn by Reverend J. P. Kempker and Reverend
J. B. Kelley. Each of these pastors remained a little more than 
a year (1899-1902).

It was the wish of the new pastor. Father T. W. Hoppmann, 
to have the boys and girls of the parish up to the eighth grade in 

the Sacred Heart School. The girls and boys of the eighth grade 

and High School were to remain at the Convent. During the summer 
of 1902 the sohool on Fifth Street was entirely renovated and made 

modern by putting in city heat, lights, and water. The sohool was 

well equipped with maps, charts, and a supply of readers. Vith 

this change a new interest was aroused in both teachers and pupils.

On the opening of sohool in September the number reached two 

hundred and four, and it was found neoessary to add the fourth

15
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teacher*

The Sisters had for some time past adopted the course of 
study and text books used in the oity schools with the exception 
of Catholic readers* Bible histories* and catechisms. This seemed 
the most satisfactory* for eight years the following text books 
were used: Brigham and McFarland Geography* Wentworth-Smith 

Arithmetic* Lawler's History* Gilmore's Bible History* Baltimore 
Catechism* Heed's Speller* and Palmer's Penmanship* In 1901 

Mr* A* N. Palmer of Cedar Hapids spent one week at the Convent and 

taught the Sisters his system of penmanship. From that time on 

the Palmer method has been taught in all our sohools.
Baring these years the work at the Convent continued to 

advance* Most stress was now placed on the Junior and Senior High 
Sohools as there were few ohildren left in the grades. By 1900 
a standard four year High School course was carried out* Besides 
the studies mentioned* geometry* physios* four years of Latin* and 
two years of French were taught.

The first pupils to graduate from this four year course 
were our present Mother General* Mother Mary Geraldine* and her 
companion, Sister Mary Ambrosia* who died during the influenza 
epidemic in 1918.

A great amount of time and effort was placed on the music 
which was taught on all instruments* The Sisters were justly proud 

of their orchestra* The convent now became inadequate for the 
growing community of Sisters and resident pupils* so it was decided
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to build a new motherhouse and acadeiqy. Thus the wark continued 

very satisfactorily until the fall of 1913 when the Sisters moved 

from the convent to the new home, Villa liarie. The old convent 
was remodeled and opened as a hospital. With this move it was 
necessary for the eighth grade to go to the Sacred Heart School.
The top floor, once an audit or icon, was divided into schoolrooms, 
cloak rooms, and a library. With this change the school continued 
much the same until the death of father Hoppmann on February 24, 1924, 
and the coming of the newly appointed pastor, Father John Walsh.

During the first year the Sisters who taught in the Sacred 
Heart School resided at the motherhouse. But the hardships attendant 
on the daily trips baok and forth proved too great a tax on the 
energies and time of the teachers. In order to relieve the Sisters 
of this difficulty the parish rented a cottage near the sohool for 

them. Here the Sisters made their home until 1927, when they moved 
to temporary quarters in the new sohool. The following was taken 
from the Ottumwa Courier, on the occasion of the dedication,
December 24, 1930:*

"Tall and straight with snowy hair, the parishioners 
found their leader a man of effort and activity. Behind 
him was a record of achievement•"

Since his coming to Ottumwa Father Walsh has given him
self unstintingly to the spiritual and temporal interests of Saint 
Mary*a Parish and School. 1

1. The Otturava Courier, Dec. 24, 1930.
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The building of the new Saint Mary's Church at a cost of 

•$250,000 with parochial residence« a complete equipment, and the 
purohase in 1926 of the old Saint Joseph's Hospital to the east of 

the ohuroh were achievements few oould do in so short a time* On 
the front page of the Courier'1 we read:

The new Saint Mary's represents the crystallized 
evolution of dhuroh architecture throughout the United 
States during a period of several years. It stands, 
the Gothic perpendicular type, to claim its share in 
the skyline of the city. Such design is taking in
creasing attention throughout the middle west* The 
purity of the period is retained, the tower helping 
the whole structure to fit the setting in which it has 
been placed. ►

The interior carries one back to the cathedrals of 
other years and lands. Utilitarian purposes have been 
accomplished without sacrifice to beauty."

The Hospital building, formerly the convent of the Sisters 
of Humility, was purchased and thoroughly remodeled, becoming an 
ideal school for the pupils of Saint Mary's Parish and a Central 

High School for the Catholic boys of the city. The High School 
girls attend the Saint Joseph's Academy and Ottumwa Heights College.

The remodeled Saint Mary's School has seven airy, bright, 
and well-ventilated rooms for the grades, and three music rooms.
The High School department consists of a study hall, three recita
tion rooms, a science room, a library, and an office. Each room 
is well furnished and equipped with maps, apparatus, charts, bookB, 

and typewriters. 1

1. The Ottumwa Courier, Sec. 24, 1930



The boys* school made progress from the very beginning.

The first year» 1927» the enrollment «as fourteen. In 1953 seventy- 
five boys from the three parishes were doing splendid work. It is 

the only school of its kind in Iowa. It the end of the first year 
in their new surroundings, the entire school numbered one hundred 
and twenty-five pupils, taught by six teachers. In 1930 it was two 
hundred and ten. Today the teaching staff numbers nine full time 
and three part time teachers, the pupil body being approximately 
three hundred and fifty.

The course of study is that of the State of Iowa for approv
ed sohools. This course offers two years of mathematics, one year 
of physics or Chemistry, two years social science (history, civics, 

economics, and sociology) general science, biology, and physical 
science. Besides, the school offers electives— Latin, typing, and 
mechanical drawing.

The music teacher conducts music daily in all the rooms 
and besides has charge of the orchestra and piano lessons. The 
Sisters from the ooliege come twice a week to instruct those who 
wish to take mechanical drawing. They also teach drawing to the 

grade piq>ils. The athletics and boys* choir are in charge of the 
assistant pastor, Father Cahalan. Biss Toohey, a graduate of Ot
tumwa Heights College, has charge of the girls* physical training, 
danoing, and games. The pupils have always had access to the pub
lic library which is located close to the school.

The children of Saint Uary*s School are in general a very

19



candid type— ambitious and sport loving* The spirit of fair play* 
the respeot for the rights of others, and all other things that go 

to build iq) a high standard of school character are outstanding. It 

«as this that won for the boys the first dlooesan basketball tourna
ment, three city spelling contests, and one city birdhouse oontest* 

This remarkable spirit was commented on by the State In
spector of secondary schools, Mr* W. E* Gemmell, who came to Saint 

Mary*s in 1929* That same year the sohool was accredited by the 
State* The following is a copy of his letter:

Des Moines, Iowa 
Dec. 22, 1929

Bev* J. M. .Valsh,
Ottumwa, Iowa
Dear Bather Walsh:

It the meeting of the board of Secondary Sohool 
Eelations in Cedar Bapids, January 18, 1929, the 
application of Saint Mary's High School, Ottunwa, 
for affiliation was considered* It was unanimously 
voted that tbe sohool be placed on the accredited 
list.

You may assure the teachers, patrons and the 
pupils of Saint Mary's High Sohool that tbe graduates 
beginning with the class of 1929 will be admitted 
without examination to the State University of Iowa, 
Iowa State College, and the Iowa Teacher's College*

This recognition comes because you and the 
people of your community have had oertain ideals 
regarding the facilities which should be provided 
in educating your children*

dll concerned are to be congratulated upon 
the kind of work which is being done in your
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school.
With kind personal regards, I am,

Very sincerely yours, 
tf, H. Gemmell, Secretary,

The Sacred Heart School, now Saint Gary’s, is proud to olaim 
among its hoys. Her, John Danihy, S.J., of The Creighton University; 

Her* Joseph Ostdiek, Superintendent of Catholic Schools, Omaha, 
Nebraska; Mr, Ambrose O'Connell, assistant Attorney General, Washing- 

ton, D«C.; Bev, 7, Stoy, S.J., first Amerioan priest to he ordained 

in India where he is now stationed, and Bev, E. Kenney, S.J., Spokane, 
Washington, Saint Mary's has also given twenty-one Sisters to the 
Sisters of Humility.

At present three hoys are studying for the Church. One of 
these, Edward Shepherd, studying at Saint Ambrose College at Davenport, 
Iowa, won the oratorioal medal in 1933.

Thus ends the history of a school which from its humble be
ginning with it8 many changes and hardships rose to the rank of one 
of the finest parochial schools in southern Iowa. It was through 
the opening of this school that the Sisters of Humility were offered 
their first shelter and hospitality in Iowa,



CHAPTER III

SAINT MARY’S SCHOOL 

MARSHALLTOWN, IOWA

The first mission school taught by the Sisters of Humility 
in Iowa was in Marshalltown, a town of 16,000 which was laid out 
in 1854 and located at the junction of three railroads, namely the

.Ip

Northwestern, Iowa Central, and the Milwaukee and St, Louis. The 
shops and roundhouses connected with these roads brought a number 
of Catholics to Marshalltown, who were, if this was to be their 
permanent home, in need of a priest, ohuroh, and school.* Occasion
ally pastoral visits were made to this locality in the early fifties 
by Her, Father Edmonds of Iowa City and Her« J.J. Lowery of Cedar 
Rapids, «ho said Mass in private homes. A hall owned by Doctor 
Sherwood on the north side of Main Street between Second and Third

Avenues was the last place used for worship prior to the erection of
2a church here in 1869. It was located at the southwest corner of 

Fourth and Church Street by the resident pastor, Rev. J. M.Walsh.

The church was a frame building thirty by forty-five feet, very 

plain and crude, but the good people were overjoyed to have a ohuroh 

of their own and a resident pastor. Father Walsh also built a 
rectory, which served as a home for the different pastors until 1 2

1. Booklet issued at time of dedication of the new St. Mary’s
Convent, Marshalltown, Iowa, Vol. I, p.2, 1929.

2. Ibid.
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1888.1 Father Walsh remained at St* Mary’s a little over a year.

He did good work during that short time and had the little parish

well started when he left. Her. John Bronsnensohenkel same to St.

Mary's in 18702 following Father Walsh. He attended to the spiritual

wants of this growing parish until 1875.1 2 3 4 He in turn was followed

by Her. John Barry» who remained in this pioneer field of labor
until March 22» 1876» when Her. J. J. Ports» a French missionary

was sent by Bishop Loras to serve the thirty-five Catholic families
of St. Mary's. This noble priest realized the need of a Catholic
School for the children if he wished them to have a solid foundation
in thir faith. The parents» too» were anxious to have a school
and were ready to make any sacrifice to carry out the work so near
to their hearts. When Father Ports applied to the Mother General
of the Sisters of Humility in Ottumwa» Iowa» for Sisters to teach

4St. Mary*8» four Sisters were promised to him.
During the spring and simmer of 1879 Father Ports and some 

of the men of the pazi sh built a frame structure about twenty-one 
feet by forty feet between the church and the rectory. Three small 
rooms on the first floor were used as a school. The second floor

1. Silver Jubilee booklet of St. Mary's School» Marshalltown» Iowa»
Vol. 1» p. 1» 1916.

2. Ibid.

3. Ibid.

4. Personal interview with Sister Madalene, lug. 16» 1933.
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contained two rooms which were used for a reotory, as the self- 

sacrifioing pastor had given his home to the Sisters for their 
Convent.

On September 16, 1879^, four Sisters of Humility, namely 
Sisters M. Vincent, Frances, Catherine, and Teresa, arrived in the
oity of Marshalltown, and assumed charge of the new St, Mary’a School

2which was opened October 1, 1879 • The initial attendance was sixty- 
seven children in school and eight music pupils. Very little in

formation as to the nature of the school work done the first two 
years could be obtained as there were no records kept. Much stress 
was plaoed on the fundamentals of religion and the "Three B ’s".

g
MeGuffey’s Headers and Spellers and Bay’s Arithmetics were the 

names of the books obtained although many different kinds must 
have been presented for use, as one of the teachers said when she

was asked what books were in use the first years, "There was a>
conglomeration of textbooks as only could be duplicated in some 
wholesale house." This was due, no doubt, to the fact that the 
children coming to St. Mary's were from different localities, as 
their parents had come to Marshalltown to work in the shops. Two 1 2

1. Jubilee Booklet of St. Mary’s School, Marshalltown, Iowa
Vol. I, p. 2, 1916%.

2. Ibid, Vol. I, p. 1, 1916.
• Letter from Mother Frances, December 14, 1932. ,3
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years later, in 18811, the Sisters bought one-half block of property 

on Linn Street. On this property a large frame building containing 

eight rooms was built* The Sisters were now very comfortably located 

and were able to take some boarders* This gave a number of children 

from the neighboring towns an opportunity to attend a Catholic School, 
which otherwise they could not do*

A year had hardly passed after the Sisters were established 
in their new home when Father Ports was asked by Bishop Hennesey, 
now Bishop of Dubuque* to take up work at Bellevue* Iowa* His 
departure was sincerely deplored by the Sisters and the congregation* 
Both he and his people were strangers in thi s pioneer land* and for 
this reason they were drawn olosely together. Three months after 
he began work in Bellevue he contracted small pox from one of his
parishioners to whom he was administering the last Sacraments* He

2died very soon after* He was a good pastor* as learned as he was 
pious* a real French missionary* whose loss was felt by the pioneer 
Catholics among whom he labored*

He was followed by Bev* J* J* Murphy, who remained at St* 

Mary's until July of 1887®. While here he directed the struggling 
parish and school with zeal and efficiency* He is remembered by

1* Letter from Sister Madalene* May 4* 1933.

2* Personal interview with Mother Joseph, lug* 16, 1932.
3. Booklet issued at time of dedication of new St* Mary's Convent* 

Marshalltown* Iowa* Vol. I* p. 1* 1929.

4



tlie people fbr his gentleness and kindness* During his stay he 

bought property on linn and First Street far the future St* Mary's 

Churoh and Rectory* As the school rapidly increased in number* 
it was necessary to have more room. The pastor now returned to 

the parsonage* and the rooms he had occupied for living rooms were 
used far class rooms*

In 1882 the nunber of pupils reached one hundred and eight1, 

and another teacher* Sister Mary Agnes* was added to the staff* 

making the number of teachers five with a music teacher who helped 
in the sohool when needed* The school was divided into first* second* 
third* and fourth rooms with an A and B class in each room.

The school work by this time became quite well organized*
It corresponded with similar work done in other schools of that day* 
The books* too* had been adjusted* and all members of the different 
olassea had uniform books: Baltimore Catechism, Harvey*s Grammar, 
McGuffey's Headers and Spellers* Bay's Arithmetic* Eleotlo Geography* 
Barnes* Histories* Steele's Physiology* and Spencerian Copy Book.
Classes in drawing and needlework were also offered onoe a week.♦

The High School during the first years did advanced grade 
work* Advanced arithmetic* grammar* physiology* general history* 

music* and religion were taught* The pupils did a great deal of 
essay writing.

Three years later* in 1686* the High Sohool* or Senior 
Department* was well established* The first two grades offered

26

1* Personal interview with Mother Frances, Aug* 1* 19S3.
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the same subjects as those taught elsewhere* The Commercial Cur
riculum was taught in the eleventh and twelfth grades. It inoluded 
bookkeeping, arithmetic, grammar, spelling, penmanship, typewriting, 
and commercial law1.

There was now a real necessity for more room to accommodate 
the number of children who came to school, but it was inqaossible to 
ask the people to build a new school* They had endured many hard
ships and made many sacrifices to build a church, school, and house* 
Their struggle to support these between 1879 and 1891 belongs to 
pioneer history, and if it were written, the story would be a wonder

ful proof of the faith of the good people.
2In 1887 Rev. U* C, Lenihan was appointed to St* Mary's, 

Marshalltown* He came from St* inn's Church in Tail, Iowa. He 

was a priest of great piety and singular zeal with a very correot 

and quick insight into the wants of those struggling days. The spring 
following Father Lenihan's coming to St* Mary's, he began plans to 
build a new church, which was badly needed.

In January, 1889 , the basement of the present church was 
completed on the property purchased by Father Murphy, September 6, 
1886* Father Lenihan laid the corner stone of the new St* Mary*b

1* Personal interview with Mother Joseph, Aug. 16, 1932.
2. Booklet issued at time of dedication of the new St* Mary's Conrent, 

Marshalltown, Iowa, Tol* 1, p. 2, 1929*
3* Ibid.



Chur oh* This was a proud and happy day for that struggling parish* 

which had already made suoh heroic sacrifices for God and His cause* 

The first holy Mass was celebrated in the church basement January 6, 
1889* by the pastor.

The School was now transferred to the new basement* which 
had been divided into three large classrooms and an auditorium, 
whioh for the time was used as a church. The equipment and furni
ture were indeed poor and crude* In winter the building was oold and 
damp* but in spite of these conditions the number of pupils continued 
to increase until it became an absolute necessity to build a new 
school in the very near future* Those early teachers had the 
faculty of instilling energy, ambition* and vigor into their pupils 
which* contoined with a definite purpose* helped them to get the 
best from their school even if the conditions were poor*

On the feast of St* Joseph* March 19* 1897* the ground for 
the new eohool was broken. August 14* 1898* it was dedicated to 
the Blessed Virgin Mary under the title of St* Mary's Institute*

Eight Bev* T* U* Lenihan1, Bishop of Cheyenne* and a brother of 

Father Lenihan, performed the ceremony*
The building is of red pressed brick with stone trimming*

It measures thirty-eight by sixty-six feet, with a tower eighty 

feet high. The oost with furnishing and ground was about $10*000*
Its capacity was doubled in 1903* From a clipping of the "Times", 
a Marshalltown paper* the date unknown, we read:

1* Jubilee Booklet of St* Mary's School* Marshalltown* Iowa 
Vol. X* p* 3* 1916*
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"The new St* Mary*8 School is artistic in design» 
solid in its construction» practical in its plan* and 
will serve the people for years to come,"

She main floor contains six standard sized class rooms 

with cloak rooms in each room« The second floor has a large 

assembly hall» two recitation rooms, a laboratory, and a type
writing room«

With the new school a new interest was aroused in both

pupils and teachers« From 1691 to 19051 Mother Frances directed

St« Mary's School* Her coming marked a new day in the progress

of the school« Through her leadership, due to her wonderful
personality, the school ad vanned very rapidly« She organized a
number of activities to interest the pupils and at the same time
encourage their advancement along certain lines, under the
pastor two sodalities were begun, the Guardian Angel Sodality
for the grade children and the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin
for the older children« Two literary clubs and one music club

owere organized, namely "Leo Columbian" and "Cadeta"« Each or
ganization met once a month in the school or in the convent 
parlors« Many worth-while programs were rendered at different 

times by these societies« Through these gatherings the Sisters * 2

1« Golden Jubilee Booklet of St« Mary's Church, Marshalltown, Iowa* 
Vol. I, p. 1, 1919.

2. Letter from Sister Madalene, June 11, 1933«
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met the ohildren in a very special way and drew them nearer to 

church and school* In 1903* there was a complete change of text 

hooks throughout the entire sdhool( and the cherished hooks of 

early days were placed in the archives* The text hooks, new at 
that time* and now introduced were:— »Deharbe's Catechisms* Milne's 
Algebra and Arithmetics* Wentworth's Geometries* Carhart and Chute's 

Physios* Marshall and Goodyear's Bookkeeping, Power's Commercial 
Law* Lockwood and Emerson's Bhetorios, Brook's English Literature* 
Watkinfe American Literature* Uyer's Ancient History, and MeMaster's 
American History*

In 19032 as stated before* an addition the size of the present
building was built* The pupils now numbered one hundred and seventy*

The school had for some years been divided into departments namely: —
Primary* Preparatory, Grammar* Senior, and Music* It was known as

High and Grade School* Each room of the grade school had two grades*
and the High School had four*

3In the fall of 1904 Father Lenihan was made bishop of 

Great Falls* Montana* and Hev. J* J* Fitzpatrick, previously of 

Columbia College* Dubuque* came to Marshalltown to administer to 

the people of St, Mary's* Father Fitzpatrick, having taught English

1* Personal interview with Mother Frances, Aug* 1* 1933*
2* Jubilee Booklet of St* Mary's School* Marshalltown* Iowa*

Vol. I, p. 5, 1916.
3* Jubilee Booklet of St* Mary's Church* Marshalltown* Iowa*

Vol. I* p. 4* 1919.
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for twelve years, oame to St* Mary's very well qualified to direct 

the work of the school, which had now been in progress for a quarter 
of a century*

In 1916* it was thought best by the pastor and teachers to 

make a ohange in the curriculum, that is, to drop the Commercial 
Course from the eleventh and twelfth grades and adopt the Academic 
Course* The Inspector of Sdhools, Mr* Foster, was invited to in

spect the school and oame in the spring of 1916* He advised the 
staff what changes to make, what purchases would be necessary, etc*
As the work advanced there was such a protest against the change 
on the part of parents and pupils that the Sisters were obliged to 
drop the matter and continue teaching the Commercial Course. It 
was, of course, considered the primary task of the Sisters to give 
the people the course they wished their children to have and what 
they would use in their life's work* From that time on uutil about 

1921 the Sisters regarded it a part of their service to prepare their 
pupils to take up a position in the oonmeroial world*

Many of St* Mary's High School graduates, then as well as 

now, are holding stenographic positions in offioes, banks, and other 
business firms* Business men in town apply to St* Mary's for their 

students in preference to those from other schools and have come 
personally to apply far them.

Thus the course of study, which was designed chiefly to 1

1, From Questionnaire, Sister Mary Aloysius.



prepare St* Mary's boys and girls far positions in the business 
world* remained unchanged until 1921* At that time changed condi
tions necessitated an adjustment of the curriculum. No longer were 
St. Mary's students bent on preparing for the business world; 

rather* among them there was a marked leaning toward a teaching 
career or a college career* It was now plain that means must be 

taken to care for these rising problems* Although the more conserva

tive hesitated to stamp their approval on any alteration of St* Mary's 

aims and standards* nevertheless the more progressive hailed the 
innovations with joy* However* all cooperated and lent their aid 
to make St* Mary's School worthy of State approval.

The High School subjects now taught were the same as those 
taught 1“ schools approved by the State as the Sisters intended to 
have their school accredited by the State. English* foreign 
languages, history* oivios, economics* mathematics* natural science* 
and other miscellaneous subjects were offered* The grades followed 

the Course of Study outlined by the State* At all times special 
stress had been placed on the work done in the lower grades.

The total enrollment in 1921-19221 was two hundred and 
fifty. The teaching staff numbered eight. Sinoe 1915 the assistant 
pastor taught the religion and the Latin classes in sohool* besides 

training the altar boys* who numbered fifty or more*
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1* Records of St* Mary's School, Marshalltown* Iowa, p. 21* Aug* 1922
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St. Mary's has always been productive of religious vocations. 

Twenty of her daughters are religious; one, Sister Mary Hoella, is 
a member of the Mary knoll Sisters and will carry to China the princi
ples she learned at her Alma Mater.

Only at one time, as far as can be learned, was there a 
decrease in the attendance of the school. In 1920 the railroad 
shops, where a large number of the children's parents work, were 
dosed due to a strike. Many moved to other localities to find 
work; thus the number of pupils declined. However, the number of 
teachers remained the same.

Hev. W. Leen, the eighth pastor, succeeded to the pastorate 
of St. Mary's in July 19231 following the sudden death of Father 
Fitzpatrick. He immediately took an active interest in the school.
His previous activity as director of his parochial school in 

Farley, Iowa, where he was pastor before ooming to Marshalltown, 
well qualified him for his position. It was during his first year 

that St. Mary's School was renovated, and changes were made in the 
arrangement of the school.

Another noteworthy feature of Father Leen's pastorate was 
the building of a beautiful new Convent for the Sisters. The 
house and property where the Sisters had lived for forty years was 
sold to the parish and a new building erected.

In 1925 the pastor decided that the school should be placed 
on the accredited list of schools. He applied at once to the State.

1. Booklet issued at time of dedication of the new St. Mary's Convent, 
Marshalltown, Iowa, Vol. I, p. 3, 1929.
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She State School Inspector* Mr* Gemmell, on his visit to St* Mary's 

in Hovember, 1925, pronounced it a very good sohool. By March 1926 

it was placed on the list of fully approved schools offering a four 

year .Academic Course and including commercial subjects as electives.

Shis pioneer high sohool of the Sisters of Humility has 
functioned properly and has always given satisfaction because the 

elementary grades were at all times well supervised and taught*
Thus the grade child was well fitted to take up his High Sohool 
course*

St* Mary's graduated her first class of four members in 
18931. Since 1900 about fifteen pupils finish each year. Many go 
on to College.

The center of student interest, which in former years was 
found in the various literary and debating societies, seems to have 

shifted the past few years to athletics* For sometime there had 
been a need of a gymnasium at St. Mary's* In order to take part in 
basketball and other activities, the boys of the parish must play 

in the sohool basement (which is not arranged for athletics) or attend 

the Public School as some of them did* The pastor , Father Leen, be
gan the plans for a gymnasium, and in the spring of 1933 work began 

on a beautiful ^10,000 structure* The result is a thoroughly modern 

building, fully equipped and furnished. This took care of the pro

blems of athletics, and the boys were very successful* The following

1* Personal interview with Sister Mary Pius, a member of the Class,
March 30, 1933.
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article was taken from the "Star of St. Mary’s", the sohool paper.
"She presentation of monograms to athletes at the 

annual Junior-Senior Banquet has added another page of 
history to St, Mary’s High School, This is the first 
formal presentation ever made by St, Story’s for athletio 
achievements.

It was announced before the banquet that a surprise 
was in store. For whom? No one knew. The idea of sur
prise had become such a burden of suspense that immediate
ly after the banquet the surprise package was opened. Its 
contents were fourteen monograms, and the honored athletes 
were awarded them.

It is an honor indeed to receive such an award as 
this. It is an emblem of honor and true sportsmanship, 
an emblem that signifies clean living and the resolve 
to play the game of life with your fellow-men square, 
a prioelsss emblem,

Ho much progress has been made in other sohool 
activities within recent years, which shows the healthy 
spirit that prevails, that it is hoped that such progress 
will oontinue on and on."

Hr, 0, S, Stegman1 *23, one of St, Mary's former students, 
is basketball ooaoh.

When constructing the new gymnasium. Father Leen super
vised the building of two recitation rooms and a library, which 
were built on the east side of the sohool building. With the com
pletion of this splendid building, St, Mary's Sohool is quite com
plete and up to date. It is indeed an honor to the parish, the 
crown and pride of the life of the pastor and teachers.

There are now ten teachers active at St, Mary's,

1, Personal interview with Sister M. Aloysius, Aug, 1, 1933,
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four in the High Sohool, and five in the grades, while one has 

charge of the musio throughout the entire sohool. Musio has at 
all times played an inqportant part in St* Mary's Sohool.

The pupils of St. Mary’s are in every respect a oredit 

to their teachers. There exists a loyalty for sohool and teach

ers seldom found elsewhere. They are docile, obedient, studious, 
and thoroughly good boys and girls.

Thus ends the rather lengthy story of the first mission 
sohool of the Sisters of Humility in Iowa, whioh is in existence 
fifty-five years. Many of the younger children now enrolled are 
the grandchildren of St. Mary’s oldest sons and daughters.



CHAPTER IV

SAINT JOSEPH'S SCHOOL 

PORT MALISON, IOWA

Prom its very beginning, St, Joseph's Parish at Port 
Madison has always enjoyed the blessing of a parochial school. 

The first resident pastor , Reverend J, G. Alleman, 0, P,, 
was also its first teacher. The interesting and beautiful 

history of the parish, where the Sisters of Humility conduct 
St. Joseph's School, dates back to the year 18401, when 

Father Alleman came to Port liadison. The country where St, 
Joseph's is now located claims the first footfall of the 
missionary, Pere Marquette, who on the 25th of June, 1673s, 
ascended the bluff north of Fort Madison and spent five days 
as guest of the Indians, Here he erected a wooden cross and 
offered up the sacrifice of the Mass while the natives assisted 
with silent awe and attention if not with devotion.

The saintly priest, Pather Alleman, 0. P., was born in 
Alsace, Prance, in 18061 2 3. After finishing his classical course, 

he came to America in 1828, Pour years later, in 1832, he

1, Records of St, Joseph's Church, Ft. Madison, Iowa, Yol. I, p. 1.

2, Letter to Rev. A, J. Zaiser, Pastor of St. Joseph's, from
Motherhouse of Dominicans in Zanesville, Ohio, May 26, 1914,

3. Ibid



entered the Dominican Order at Springfield, Kentucky, and on May 
28th, 1834, was ordained to the priesthood in Zanesville, Ohio.
For six years he worked as a missionary in the state of Ohio, 
coming to Fort Madison in the autumn of 1840*. After looking 
over the northeastern section of Missouri and the adjacent 
portions of Illinois and Iowa, Father Alleman resolved to es
tablish his first permanent mission at Fort Madison, a beautiful 
site above the first rapids on the upper Mississippi river.

His object in settling here was to have a place in a central 
location whence he oould the more effectively perform the great 
work which lay before him.

Here he saw Indian life in all its phases. Besides the 
work among these red men, he had another peculiar class with 

whom to deal. These were the Mormons who had come to live but 
a few miles from Fort Madison, at Nauvoo, Illinois. In a very 
short time Father Alleman, with his usual tact, won the confi
dence of the Mormon leader, Joseph Smith, and all went well.
In the spring of 18512 at the urgent prayer of the bishop,
Father John Alleman left Fort Madison and settled in Hook Island, 
Illinois, where he continued his missionary work in new fields.
In 1859, on account of infirmities brought on by over work and 
deprivations in his difficult missionary labors, he left Hock 1
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1. Golden Jubilee Booklet of St. Joseph's Churoh, Fort Madison, 
Iowa, Vol. 1, p. 4, 1890.

£. Ibid
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Island and entered Saint Vincent's Hospital at St« Louis» where 

he died July 14» 18631. St« Joseph's school children are taught 

to speak with reverence of Father Alleman, who gave his life in 
founding their church and school«

The first St« Joseph's Church was also the first school. 
Soon after the first resident priest settled in Fort Madison» he 
engaged Mr. Schwartz» a parishioner» to ereot a church on Third 
Street. This church was built from some of the brick made in 
the place« Its dimensions were only eighteen by sixteen feet«
Six years later he built another church thirty by fifty feet.

In the early forties of the last century Father Alleman 
taught in this school the few pupils who came to him. Owing to 
his many duties and labors as a pioneer priest» he did not have 
sufficient time to continue teaching, so he hired Mr« Stephen 
Sohulte, who taught for about four years giving most valuable 
service as a teacher in those early days« He was succeeded by
Mr« Valentine Bueohel» a man of splendid character and education«

oIn the year 1859 when Mr« Bueohel was elected State Senator, he 
had to give up his work as teacher of Saint Joseph's School.

It had been the wish of the people for sane time to 
secure Sisters to teach their children as the male instructors 

taught only the larger boys. In 1859 Bev, A, Hattenberger, then 1

1. From a letter written at Saint Vincent's Hospital, St. Louis, 
Missouri, Nov. 12, 1914.

2« Booklet of St« Joseph's School, Fort Madison, Iowa, Vol« I, 
p. 1, Nov« 25» 1926.
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pastor* invited the Notre Name Sisters to come to Saint Joseph's 
to talcs Mr« Bueohel's place« By September 8, I8601* these good 
Sisters began their first work in Iowa. The home of the Sisters 
was a large square structure, built on a level with the side
walk facing south, Just opposite the school« It was a two story 
structure with a tower containing a bell« The first floor con

tained parlor, community room, dining room, and kitchen; the 

second floor, the ohapel and sleeping rooms for the Sisters«
Aa there were no records available, the number of 

teachers and pupils, the nature of the work done, text books 

used, etc«, oould not be obtained.

The Sisters of Notre Name taught Saint Joseph's for 
fourteen years« During their stay in Port Madison, the pastor, 
Father Hattenberger, who had engaged them to teach, was suc
ceeded in regular order by the Reverend Fathers Mathias Michels, 
1862; J. B. «Veikraan, 1864; Jacob Orth, 1866; Edward Geule, 1872; 
and Ignatius Grieser, 1874«

When Father Grieser was appointed pastor to St. Joseph's 

in 18741 2, he asked the Dominican Nuns from Racine, Wisconsin, to 

succeed the Notre Name Sisters, who were leaving Fort Madison to 
take up work in Milwaukee.

1. Records of St« Joseph's Church, Fort Madison, Iowa,
7ol« I, p. 26, September 28, I860«

2. Reoords of St« Joseph's Churoh, Fort Madison, Iowa,
Vol. I, p. 27, September 28, 1860.



Two years after the coming of the Dominican Sisters in 

18761» Father Grieser built a new school. This sohool building* 

planned as was the custom of those days* was a square red brick 

structure with limestone trim and high pitched roof and wood 

shingles. It was placed opposite the church on Third Street 

near the Sisters' residence. The first floor contained two 
large schoolrooms running the length of the building with a cor
ridor between them* To the rear on this floor were built two 
small rooms* afterwards used as a kitchen and dining room for 
the Sisters.

On the second floor were two classorooms* the same as 
2on the first* When in 1885 the Sisters moved from their home 

to live in the school* this upper floor was divided into parlor* 
community room* dormitory, and music room.

The Sisters of Saint Dominic taught here eleven years* 
From the meager data obtained by personal interviews it was 

learned that these pioneer teachers did splendid and efficient 

work* Not much could be learned of the nature of the school 
work* only that the three "R* s" were taught with geography, 

singing* and some history* Much stress was laid on the funda
mentals of religion, church singing, training of altar boys* 
and organization of Sodalities.

1* On Cornerstone, St* Joseph's Church, Fort Madison, Iowa. 

2* Personal interview with Mother Ligouri, July 1926.
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In 1884* Beverend Louis DeCailly was appointed to the 
pastorate of Saint Joseph’s to succeed Father Grieser, who was 
transferred to Saint Gary’s, Muscatine, Iowa. Father DeCailly 
was a native of France, having been born in Lyons in 18222.
He was educated in France, and as a student in the last years 
of his theological course he came to America. In 1847 he came 
to Dubuque, where he finished his studies under his uncle, Bishop 
Loras. Later he returned to his native land to be ordained to the 
priesthood. One year later, in 1849, he returned to Iowa and was 

sent to Dee Moines. After a brief stay here he was given charge 

of nearly all of the territory of Northern Iowa. The territory 
was large, and the Catholics were few and widely scattered.

Two years later he was sent to Davenport• He was then sent to Keo
kuk, where he stayed ten years. From there he came to Fort Madison, 

where he remained until his tragic death, July 11, 1898. As he was 
returning from the dedication of a new ohurch in his former parish. 
Saint Francis's, Keokuk, Iowa, the buggy in which he was riding 
was struck by a train, and he was killed instantly.

In 1885 , the year after Father DeCailly came to Fort 
Madison, he engaged the Sisters of Humility to take up the great 
work which the Dominican Sisters were laying down for other fields. 1 2 3

1. Personal data from Church Beoords, St. Joseph's Church,
Fort Madison, Icwa, Vol. I, p. 22, 1884.

2. Diamond Jubilee Booklet, St. Joseph's Church, Fort Madison,
Iowa, Vol. I, p. 6, 1915.

3. Personal interview with Sr. Madalene, one of the teachers,
July 28, 1932.
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In 18861 the beautiful St* Joseph's Church was erected under his 

direction* It is fifty feet by one hundred and ten feet in size« 

Gothic in architecture*
The first nine years the Sisters of Humility taught all 

the children except the older boys* who were under the care of a 
male instructor* In 1894 Professor Kenney, who instructed the 

boys, graduated the first class, which consisted of four boys.
Two years later, in 1896* 2, the Sisters took oharge of 

the older boys. Thus both boys and girls of the High School, 

twenty-five in all, were placed under a Sister teacher. It was 
six years after the Sisters started their High School with the 
girls before there was a graduating class* In 1898 they gradu
ated one girl, Lida Troja* Then there were graduates about

ftevery two years until 1918 * Since then the school has gradu
ated a class each year*

The High School continued to be taught in a part of 
the church building until 1914* There was one teacher assisted 

by a music teacher and the pastor. The number of high school 
pupils was never large* These children were mostly descendants 
of sturdy German parents, who were anxious that their children 

go to work as soon as possible to earn a livelihood —  a reason

1* Church records of St* Joseph's Church, Fort Madison, Iowa 
Vol* 1« p* 33*

2. Personal interview with Sr* Ursula, one of the teachers,
July 29, 1932.

3* Notes in Booklet of St* Josei&'s Alumni, Fort Madison, Iowa 
Vol I, p. 10*



why the growth of the High Sohool in the beginning was slow and 
the attendance was small.

In 1885, the year when the Sisters of Humility began 
the work of teaching in Fort Madison, there were but two teachers. 
Eaoh Sister was obliged to direct the work of four grades. The 
sohool equipment and furniture were crude and simple: painted 
walls served for blackboards, there were double seats crowded 

close together, the water bucket and dipper occupied a prominent 

place, no maps or charts were available, a cast-off organ was 
the only musical instrument, and the books used were handed down 
from parents and older brothers and sisters. These books, be

sides showing the wear and tear involved in a generation of ser

vice, presented a symposium of authors, copyrights, and editions 
rarely seen outside of a museum. This lack of uniformity in 
text books presented the greatest handicap. Until this was 
overcome, the work of the teachers was especially difficult, 
and the results seemed to be in inverse proportion. However, 
by degrees the difficulty vanished, for annually one new text 
book was adopted. Little by little, the old dilapidated furni
ture and equipment gave way to the more modern and convenient 
forms. And today St. Joseph*s is one of the best equipped 
schools in Iowa. By 1919 there were three teachers in High 
School and four in the grades.

Since the opening of the School, the sohool year at 
Saint Joseph*s lasted from Septentoer 8th to June 21st. The

44



charge for tuition «as fifty oents a month for the grades and 

one dollar a month for the High School* From the very first 
The Sisters taught music as the people were very eager to have 
their children take music* A music supervisor was always a 
member of the staff and was kept busy with a big class and an 
orchestra.

There was a gradual increase of pupils until the number 
reached about one hundred and forty. In 1899 another teaoher, 
Sister Mary Josephine* was added to the teaching staff. The 
eighth grade was placed in the High School department* where 
the students could receive more attention. An interesting 
feature of the aohool is the Guardian Angel Sodality. It was 

organized in 1898* and its members are the students of Saint 
Joseph's School. Each fall they sponsor a bazaar* the proceeds 
going to help poor children of the parish. At this bazaar 

there is an exhibit of the hand work* sewing, drawings* etc.* 

done by different grades in the past school year. St. Joseph's 
Altar Boy Organization has been and still is the pride of St. 
Joseph's. The boys from the third grade until they finish 

school consider it a privilege and an honor to be chosen as a 
Saint Joseph's acolyte.

In 1898 Reverend A. J. Zaiser became pastor of Saint 
Joseph's Parish. He was appointed to fill the place left va
cant by the death of the saintly Father DeCailly. Father



Zaiser was a convert to the Church« singularly favored with a 
true priest*8 heart and ready to make any sacrifice for souls.
He came to Fort Madison from Exira, Iowa, a little mission in 

the western part of the State. He was the son of a Methodist 
minister and was studying for the ministry« when he ohanoed on 

a Catholio catechism« which« after reading carefully, began to 

turn his mind toward the Church. He studied at Prairie du
i*

Chien, Wisconsin, and later was ordained at Baltimore. His 

first appointment was to St. Ambrose College as a professor of 

English. From there he was sent to Exira, Iowa.
After Father Zaiser*s coming, work in the school con

tinued with little change until 1915, when it was found neces

sary to have more room and more instructors if the school 
was to meet the requirements of the day. An eight room brick 
building next to the school was purchased for a home for the 
Sisters, thus giving the entire building for the use of the 
school. This was a much needed improvement. The school 
building was completely renovated and modernized. The teaching 
staff now numbered seven.

The first floor was made into three schoolrooms, toilets, 

and cloakrooms. The aeoond floor was divided into a study hall 

for the High School, with two class rooms, a library, and a large 
school room for seventh and eighth grade pupils. Each room con

tained cloakrooms. Sanitary drinking fountains, new furniture, and 
new equipment were installed.
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By degrees the old hooks were replaced by the very 
newest and best text books. A change in the Course of Study 
and a change in the text books seemed to arouse a new interest 

in the boys and girls of Saint Joseph's. The teachers and 
parents realized that in the near future it would be necessary 
to have the school accredited to the State if they wished to 
hold their children. Before this could be done it was necessary 
to build a new school» which they hoped to do in a few years.

In the meantime the curriculum was being based on the State 
Course of Study. By 19191 the Curriculum had been adjusted» 
and the school was following the Course of Study advocated by 
the State Department of Education. There were now eight 

teachers» four in the grades» three in High School» and a secu
lar teacher.

Many activities in the High School contributed to the 
general interest and enthusiasm. Debating and dramatic socie

ties vied with the High School orchestra in furnishing enter

tainment for school and parish activities* The school paper 
was a stimulus to improvement in English composition» and the 
various Sodalities promoted the practice of virtue and love of 
religion.

On January 23, 1924s, the parishioners, in fact the

1* Personal interview with Sister Cecelia, Aug. 4, 1919.
2. Ibid,



whole oity of Fort Madison, were shooked to learn of the death 

of their good pastor and friend. Father Zaiser. He had been 

with them for twenty-five years, and under his management the 

sohool progressed in attendance, equipment, and teaching force*

His place was taken hy Reverend H. A* Khebel, who came 

from Tipton, Iowa, to administer to the people of Saint Joseph's.
The school huilt by Father Grleser had served it's 

purpose well* For fifty years it had withstood the ravages of time* 
How, however, the need of a new, more commodious, and better equip
ped building had been felt for a number of years* It had been the 
topic under discussion since 1918. Therefore, soon after the ap
pointment of Father Xhebel to fill the place left vacant by Rever
end A* J* Zaiser, the much talked-of school began to materialize.
A meeting of the members of the Board was held on June 22, 1924*
It was decided to begin work on the new school in the spring*

The building, however, was delayed for a while as it 

was deemed best to add seven rooms and a basement to the recent

ly vacated paroohial residence and thus give the Sisters a 
comfortable, commodious home* The work on the Sisters' home 

was begun in November 1924, and in June 1925 the Sisters moved 
into their home*

The building of the new sohool began on April 19, 1926, 
and the corner stone was laid June 6, 1926. Work went on so ra
pidly that on November 1, 1926, the beautiful new Saint Joseph's
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Sohool was completed to the satisfaction of all. The dedica
tion ceremony took place at ten o’clock, November 25, 1926. 
Maximum eoonomy and utility in arrangement have been achieved in 

the imposing new school. This was made possible because no great 

growth in enrollment was anticipated, and no enlargement of the 
building had seemed necessary. The exterior is designed in 
Romanesque style, worked out in various colored clinker brick 

with limestone trim. The construction throughout is of concrete 
and brick. The corridor floors and stairs are finished in ter- 
razzo. The classrooms are plastered and the floors and trim 
are of oak. The gymnasium and auditorium are finished with 
enameled brick walls and hardwood floors. The building has been 
planned to accommodate both the High School and the grades.

In addition to a large gymnasium, the basement contains 
a lunch room, community kitchen, toilets, and boiler room. The 
kitchen and serving facilities of the lunchroom make it possible 
to use this for the children's lunch room, and for serving meals 

on the occasions when the different parish groups meet. On the 
first floor is a large assembly room and two classrooms with 
built-in wardrobes.

This new school is completely equipped with everything 

that would provide ideal service for a structure of this type: 
Uhivent system of ventilation, slate blackboards, steel furni
ture, steel lookers in basement, complete science apparatus, 
best lighting conditions, and vapor-steam heating system.



The library, which has been growing since 1885, has a

fine collection of books. The books purchased, later hare been
»

ohosen with great care. The library numbers about twelve hun
dred volumes.

Now that the teachers and pupils were established in 
their new school, with fully equipped science room, library, 
etc., their thoughts turned toward the accrediting of the school 
by the State Department of Education.

This desire so long oherished, had been delayed since 
1919, as there had been no room in the old building for a labora

tory, the class rooms were not of standard size, and the building 
was overcrowded. Mr. W. Gemmell, Inspector of Secondary Sohools 

of Des Moines, responding to an invitation made by the pastor 
paid his first visit to Saint Joseph’s in the fall of 1927.

On May 1, 1928, the word reached Saint Joseph’s that the school 
had been placed on the list of approved schools. There was 
universal rejoicing even among those who were content that the 
sohool, which had always done good work, remain as it was.
There has always been great satisfaction in the work done at 
St. Joseph’s as the children are of a superior type, with a 
touch of aristocracy about them, very ambitious and eager to 
get the most out of their school life.

In 1933, the enrollment was thirty-eight pupils in 
High Sohool with three full time teachers. The assistant pas
tor, Beverend H. J. Toher, teaches Latin and religion. He also



coaches the hoys' hall teams and directs their athletics. The 

girls' physioal training and athletics are cared for hy a secu
lar teacher* hired hy the parish.

The program of studies adopted hy the school in 1918 was 

sontinued, as it was the Course required by the State.

GRADE IX GRADE X GRADE XI GRADE XII
Religion
English
Algebra
Biology
Latin

Religion Religion
English English
Geometry Algebra
World History Arithmetic 
Latin American History

Latin 
Typing x 
Shorthand x 
Bookkeeping x 
Sociology x 
Commercial 
Geography x

Religion 
English 
Physics 
Economics 
Civios 
Latin 
Typing x 
Shorthand x 
Bookkeeping x 
Sociology x 
Commercial 
Geography x

Physical training surd music are taught twice a week.
Father Knebel, the pastor and superintendent, is a good 

school man keenly interested in all school activities. Ho time,
money, or effort was spared to make Saint Joseph's School the
up-to-date school that it is.

On the day of the dedication of the new school in 1926,

the following artiole was taken from the Fort Madison newspaper, 

the "Democrat". This summarizes the work done at Saint Joseph's. 1

1. x Electives.

2. Booklet issued at time of dedication of the new St. Joseph's
School, Fort Madison, Iowa, Vol. 1, p. 4, Hov. 25, 1926.



"Old Saint Joseph’s School served its purpose 
well* but it was not adequate to meet the conditions 
of today* From this institution of learning under 
the guiding hand of the Sisters there went forth men 
and women in the various walks in life* Priests who 
are laboring faithfully and well in the vineyard of 
Our Lord* twenty Sisters who are teaohing in the 
Catholic schools or minintering to the afflicted in 
the hospitals were taught in their childhood days 
in Saint Joseph's School*

Hen and women scattered in a number of states 
look with fond remembrance on dear old Saint Joseph's 
School. Some of these hold responsible positions in 
the business and commercial world, almost all have 
achieved success* and wherever they are located* 
they are staunch supporters of the Church and School 
and good citizens of our cosmonwealth. Bines 
the twelfth grade and commercial department were 
added to the curriculum* one hundred and twenty- 
eight have graduated from Saint Joseph's."



CHAPTER V

SAIHT JOSEPH*S SCHOOL 

KEGLA, IOWA

Toward the middle of the nineteenth century the plaoe 
where the little Tillage of Neola now stands was a large 

prairie. It is hut a few miles from the line "Where the 

West begins". It was in the spring of 18691 that the 
Chicago, Hook Island, and Pacific Railroad completed its 

main line from Chicago to Council Bluffs, One of the prin
cipal stops was ETeola, then only a tiny village of three 
houses.

The Catholics living around Neola had to go to 
Council Bluffs to attend Holy Mass. As early as 18381 2 the 
first Mass had been oelebrated there. There were no modern 
conveniences, and to make the journey several times a year 
was a test of the pioneer Catholic's Faith as well as one 
of courage and endurance. The people traveled to Mass in 
wagons. It took five or six hours to make the journey which 
can now be made in thirty minutes on a concrete highway by 
auto.

The beginning of St, Patrick's Church as an organ

ization was made by Father MoMenomy of Council Bluffs, who

1, K, C, Bulletin entitled the "Cable", Vol, 1, p, 4, May 1929,
2. Ibid.
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looked after the religious needs of the scattered Catholics 

from 1869 to 18761. He said Mass in private homes and in the 

school until enough funds were collected to build a small 
frame church, which was located on the one-half block of 
property facing south on Second Street on the spot now occu
pied by the present school building. This purchase had been

2made by the parish on March 10, 1875 • Bev. J. F. Kempker, 
who had assisted Father MoMenomy in his missionary work,

g
remained in Heola until May 1883 , and during this time did 
much for the welfare of this pioneer parish. He completed 
the ohurch, blessed it, and dedicated it to St. Patrick.

He built an addition to the church of two rooms which served 
as a pastor's residence. Later these were used as school 
rooms.

In October 1883 Esther J. J. Moran came to Neola to 
continue the good work done by his missionary predecessors.
He found that there was a great deal to be done. The church, 
as yet unpainted and unplastered, was far too small for the 
scattered Catholics of the district. He raised money that 
same fall by having a church bazaar in order to build the 1 2 3

1. Clipping from the Heola Beporter, Deo. 28, 1904, Vol. 2,
2. Personal interview with MTs. Hegarty, a pioneer, May 14,
3. Beoords of St. Patrick's Church, Neola, Iowa, Vol. 1, p.

p. 1.
1933.
1 .

4. K. C. Bulletin entitled the "Cable", Vol. 1, p. 6, May 1929
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house new occupied by our Sisters*.

In those pioneer days this building was considered a
*

mansion and was looked upon by the parishioners and towns

people with great pride. In addition« the good people« knowing 
that the pastor must visit his scattered parishioners« bought 

him a horse and buggy* The young men got together and built a 
barn to shelter the horse« "Jim"« who was often to carry his
master many miles to administer to the wants of his people*

2On November 20« 1685 « Father Moran« who had spent 

two years doing good work among the pioneer Catholics« was 
appointed pastor of Portsmouth« Iowa* He was succeeded by 
Father J* T. Hunt* who came to Neola, November 1885 and 

labored here until May 18863*
4One month later« June 6« 1886 « Father T. M. Schiff- 

maoher became the beloved pastor of St* Patrick's and for 
fifteen years led this struggling parish through many vicis
situdes* Today it is the largest country parish in the dio

cese of Pes Moines; but he saw« even in those days« that 

there was a wonderful outlook for Catholicity in Neola*
Father Schiffmacher was bora« educated« and ordained 

to the priesthood in Alsace-Lorraine« France* He came to 1 2 3

1. fieoords of St* Patrick's Church, Neola, Iowa, Vol 1, p. 1*
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid*
4 Ibid,
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America soon after his ordination and became affiliated with 
the Dubuque diocese* He worked in various fields for short 
periods of time. In 1884* he was sent to Fhirfield, Iowa, and 
two years later was sent to do missionary work in western Iowa* 
His coming to make Neola his permanent home is always spoken 
of by the older members of St* Patrick's as a red letter day 

far them. He was an exemplary priest« who directed the parish 

with wonderful skill in spiritual as well as temporal concerns* 
The good Catholics of Pottawattamie County highly appreciated 

the merits of their noble and benevolent pastor*
The following is a paragraph of a letter written by 

Mr. John Organ, the first mayor of Neola, to Mr. Herman 
Hansen. r-?his letter appeared in a Knights of Columbus publi

cation entitled "The Cable".1 2 It tells of the work done in 
early days by the esteemed Father Sohiffmacher.

Council Bluffs, Iowa
May 4, 1929.

Dear Herman:
In September 1880 I came to Neola, Icwa. The 

Catholic Churoh at that time was where the Sisters' 
School now stands. It was a one story frame building 
about fifty feet long. Later an ell was build on 
the back of it. Father Moran was then the pastor. 
Later in 1886 Father Sohiffmacher came. He was an 
untiring zealous worker, in all things looking to 
the advancement of the church in the community.

1. Personal interview with Mother Joseph, August 17, 1933.
2. K. C, Booklet entitled the "Cable", Vol. 1, p. 8, May 29, 1929
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It is needless to say anything in eulogy of him.
His monument is there in the church, the school, 
the Sisters* home, and the rectory, is I look 
back over the years, the thing of greatest value 
to Ueola and vicinity is centered on that block 
of ground devoted to the teachings of Catholio 
faith and morals. In reaching the conclusion 
I do not oonfine myself to its influences upon 
the Catholic people of that vicinity, for it must 
necessarily extend beyond that.

Your friend,
J. P. Organ

The steady growth of the parish, which reached west to 
the Missouri Biver, necessitated the building of a new church 

as the old one could not accommodate the fast growing congre
gation. Hence in 1888* Father Schiffmacher supervised the
building of the present St. Patrick's Church. The cross

• % •

crowning the tower can be seen for miles in every direction.
It is told that Father Schiffmacher remarked that when the 
cross was placed there, it was raised to bless the people of 

Neola and the surrounding country. In those days this neola 
church was the wonder and pride of all the country.

His next care was the establishment of a school.
Since he realized that the future of any parish depends upon 
the proper training of its children under the guidance of 
religious teachers, he converted the old church into a paro

chial sohool and engaged the Sisters of Humility of Ottumwa,
Iowa, to direct it. When Father Schiffmacher decided to 1

1, K. C. Booklet entitled the "Cable", Vol. 1, p. 6, May 29, 1929.
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invite the Sisters to Neola, he appointed two of his faithful
*

leaders, Mesdames Minahan and Sohierbrock, as a committee to 
oall on the mothers of the parish and ask them to pledge them

selves to care for the Sisters, ill responded as one, and 

ever since they have been very faithful* Not a week passes 
that these good friends do not remember the Sisters.

It was now the concern of the good pastor to have a 
home ready for the Sisters at their coming. Father Schiff- 
maoher, who was always ready to make sacrifices, immediately 

deoided to give his house to the Sisters and purchase one for 
himself* It happened that a small cottage owned by Dr. Todd 

stood on a part of the block where the church now stands and 
was for sale* The building was bou$it for a rectory; and 
with this purchase the members of the parish were in possession 
of a whole block on which the church, the school, the rectory, 
and the convent, which represent the usual units of the parish 
building group, now stand. Then the old church building was 
remodeled into three olass rooms and was in readiness for the 
opening of school on September 8, 18911*

The new sohool opened with an enrollment of about
2seventy pupils in charge of three Sisters, namely Sisters 

Mary Teresa, Anthony, and Bemardine. The rooms were known

1* Neola Reporter, Dec* 28, 1904, p. 2, On the occasion of a 
church celebration.

2. Ibid.
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as Primary, Intermediate, and Gramnar. She first and second 

rooms had three classes and the third room but two1* Although 
the public schools were in reach of all, the pupils were so 
eager to attend a Catholic sohool that they came a distance of 
from four to five miles. Shis school was supported by tuition 
until 1903, when it became a free school, as were all the 
schools taught by the Sisters of Humility in Iowa.

She "Reporter" of September 4, 1891, announced the
opening of the new St. Joseph's Sohool as follows:

2"September 8 , the feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, will mark the opening of our 
new St. Joseph's School. Shore will be a High Mass 
at eight o'olock in the morning in order to call 
God'8 blessing upon our ohildren and 010* school.
Prom the church the ohildren will maroh directly 
to the school which has been prepared for them, 
meet their new teachers, register, classify, then 
return to their own homes until the following day 
when the school work will begin."

Many parents, anxious to have their children under the 
guidance of religious, watched with pride the children enter 
the church, and then march from the church to the sohool for 
the first class.

Since the pupils came to St. Joseph's from different 
sohools and as each pupil brought with him his own set of 
books tfxidh had been handed down from father to son, the 
problem of grading and adjusting textbooks was an almost im-

1. Personal interview with Mrs. Pruitt, one of the first 
pupils, May 18. 1933.

a, Noela "Reporter", Vol. IV, p. 1, September 4, 1891.



possible task. Many parents thougit their children should he 

placed in classes according to size* the higher the hoy the 

higher he should he placed in class* It took tact and patience 

on the part of the teachers before these difficulties were 
overoome* By degrees everything was adjusted and in atune with 

the sohools of the times. The hooks used at this time were 
Butler*8 Catechisms, Bay's Arithmetics, MoGuffey's Headers and 
Spellers, Harvey's Grammars, Barnes' History, Steele's Physiology, 
Eleotio Geography, Spencerian Copy Books, Drawing, and Sewing1. 
Much time was spent in teaching the ohildren the fundamentals 
of their religion, prayers, singing of hymns, and in training 
the hoys to serve at the altar. From those early days of 1892 
to the present time the acolytes of St* Patrick's are the pride 
of the parish* They are noted for their faithfulness to duty*

The hoys are chosen from the third grade and continue to 
serve until they finish the twelfth grade*

The older members of the school, when they gather at 
their annual alumni meetings, relate many amusing tales of the 
first days at St* Joseph's* The most interesting and amusing 

tales are those of which the central figure is the parish pump, 

which until a few years ago held as important a place as any 
town pump ever did*

A favorite story that is often told is this: On one
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1* Personal interview with Mrs. Pruitt, May 18, 1933*
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occasion two brave lads, who were, of course, on the good oon- 
duot list, were sent for water and failed to return at the ap
pointed time. Their teacher, Sister M. Geraldine went in 
search of them. As she stepped outside the door she was greet
ed with the contents of a bucket of water which was, of course, 
not intended far her but for the other fellow. Those boys, now 
the fathers of grown boys in sohool, have been on the good con
duct list ever since.*

In 1892 Jim's barn was enlarged, and it was here the 

country children stabled their teams during sohool hours, At 
the opening of the school the following September 1892 the 
attendance increased to 113, and the rooms were so crowded 
that the next year another room was built on. Another teacher, 
Sister Mary Immaculate, was added to the staff. Thus the sohool 
had four class rooms with two classes, "A" and "B", in each
room with the exception of the first room, which still had the

aPrimer class with the other two.
For the first ten years the equipment was indeed meager. 

She teachers were proud to own a ten-by-three painted wall for 
a blackboard. A water pail with a long handled dipper held a 

prominent place in all the rooms. To carry the water from the 1 2

1. Personal interview with Mother M. Geraldine, Dec. 14, 1932.
2. Letter from Sister Immaculate, Dec. 20, 1932.
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parish pump was the reward given the good hoy1. In the center 

of each room was a large wood stove that each teacher mast start 
early in the morning in order to have the room partly comfortable 
before the ohildren arrived. This, too« was a difficult task as 
the frame building stood on brick pillars giving the wind and 
cold plenty of room to blow under the floors* Ventilation, too, 
was well taken aare of by the northerly wind*

In spite of these conditions the school continued to 
increase, and in 1698 a music teaoher was sent to help in 

school and to give music lessons. It was at this time the "A" 
and "B" classes were dropped, and the term "grades" was substi
tuted.

The enrollment for the eight grades recorded in the 
Catholio Directory of 1896 was 150. This number has been main
tained in the grades with slight variations to the present time* 
After the children finished the eighth grade, some few continued 

their high school work at the Public School* Many of the pupils 

objected to leaving the Sisters, and there was a continual appeal 
to open a High School of their own* Up to this time it was thought 
best to have but a grade school. The very few vho refused to
leave St* Joseph’s were given extra lessons in stenography and 

2bookkeeping.

1* Interview with W. Eyan of Earling, one of the first graduates, 
May 20, 1933.

2* Sister M. Gertrude, Personal Interview, Aug. 10, 1933.
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It became apparent that a High School was a necessity 
at St. Joseph's« and one must be opened in the near future* In 

1900 when Sister M. Gertrude came to direct St* Joseph's school 
it was deoided to divide one of the large school rooms and for 
the present offer the first two grades of High School. The 
Sisters taught religion, algebra, English, Latin, ancient his
tory, physical geography, botany, and bookkeeping. Sister Mary 

Geraldine, now Mother General of the Order, came to establish 
the first High School at St* Joseph's* The following year 
Sister Anna. Mary came to assist her*

When the first class, eight in number, finished the 
two years of Hi^i Sohool now offered, they refused to leave and 
were ready to put up with crowded conditions if only they could 
finish with the Sisters* In 19031 the eleventh and twelfth 
grades were added. Thus a four year High School was established. 
A complete Commercial Course was offered. The course consisted 
of bookkeeping, typing, shorthand, commercial law, business 
arithmetic, spelling, and grammar. The joy of the people of the 
parish was indeed great on the day when St* Joseph's graduated 

the first High Sohool olass, June 14, 1904 —  two boys and six 
girls.

Is the High Sohool continued to grow, it was decided 

that a new building must be erected, and Father Sohiffmacher 
presented the matter to his people* He now saw that his un

1* Personal interview with Mr. Byan, May 20, 1933.
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tiring labor in the cause of Christian education was blessed with 
excellent results. To his request the people responded very gen

erously. However, before the plans of the new school were com
plete, Father Schiffmacher, who had led the parish through many 
hardships for fifteen years, was called to his eternal home. He 
was honored and beloved by his congregation and by all the people 
of the community, it his death January 24, 1901, the entire com

munity irrespective of creed mourned, for in his passing Neola 

lost the greatest single power for good with which it had been 
blessed. Beverend A. J. Drexler succeeded him in the pastorate.

He was a worthy successor of Father Schiffmacher, working zeal
ously and faithfully during a quarter of a century.

In 19061 Father Drexler supervised the building of the 
new Saint Joseph's Sohool. He saw that the little frame building 
proved Inadequate to carry on the work now in progress and com
pleted the plans begun by his predecessor, Father Schiffmacher.

When the plans were complete, the result was a beautiful 
three story brick building with stone trimming. On the main floor 
are four classrooms and a spacious corridor. The second floor con
tains a study hall, a science laboratory, one classroom, and a li
brary. The top floor is a large auditorium, with stage and com

plete stage setting and seating about three hundred. Of late years 
this floor has been used as a gymnasium. The basement has a furnace, 
and coal room, toilets, and a domestic soienoe kitchen. All the

1. Becords of St. Patrick's Ghuroh, Neola, Iowa, Vol. 1, p. 1.
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rooms are well lighted., ventilated, and heated.
The new school was completed and ready for oooupanoy 

November 28, 1906. This was a gala day for the people of the 
parish.

The following article appeared in the Neola Reporter, 
November 30, 1906.^

"Thursday, November 24, was a gala day for the 
Catholio people of this community as their new school 
was dedicated and opened. The people of this town 
look with pride upon this very attractive structure.

At present only six school rooms are used for 
class rooms. The west part of the third story has 
been rented by the Knights of Columbus and will be 
used for a Club room until it is needed by the school.

Many guests from the neighboring towns were pres
ent and after the Mass were invited to inspect the new 
building."

This year brought another change. It was further ad
justment of the High Sohool curriculum. The two years that were 

entirely devoted to the Commercial Course were changed to the 
Normal Course at the earnest request of the parents of the gradu
ates. Most of the graduates, especially the girls, were planning

to take up teaching as their profession. Among the two hundred
2and eighty-eight who finished St. Joseph’s, eighty taught school. 

For the next eight years it was regarded as a part of the service 

of St. Joseph’s School that they prepare their students to pass 
the teachers’ examination. The school continued its course with 

great success and satisfaction to the patrons . It has been 1 2 3

1. Neola Reporter, Nov. 30, 1906.

2. St. Joseph’s Alumni Records, St. Joseph’s School, Neola, Iowa.
3. Personal interview with Mother Geraldine, April 21, 1933.



said with pride that not one student failed to pass the County 
Examinat ion.

In 19171 it beoame evident that there must be another 
ohange in the Hig£i School Curriculum. A few of the graduates 

were wending their way to College, and they wanted a oourse 
that would fit them for it# Hence the Normal Course was put 
aside, and the third and fourth year High School subjects were 
substituted. They were Latin, English, physios, civios, eco
nomics, algebra, Beligion, modern and American history, sociol
ogy, and physiology.

There was some protest riien this change took place, 
but the Sisters realized that if they did not offer this, the 

pupils would leave them for the Publio School. Although the 

Publio School stands in the block adjoining St. Joseph's and 
has an attendance of 1851 2 pupils, no Catholic child attends.

This has been the record since the beginning of the High Sohool 
in 1900.

Two of the successful Public Sohool teachers in Neola, 
Helen Maguire and Mary Burns, claim St. Joseph's as their Alma 
Mater.
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1. School records, St. Joseph's Sohool, Neola, Iowa, 1917.
2. Sohool reoords of Neola Publio Sohool, Neola, Iowa, May 30,

1933, Vol. 1, p. 4.



67

From 1915 to 1921 the eighth grade pupils tools: the County 

examination, hut this was discontinued when the High School be

came accredited to the State.1
There were about two hundred pupils in all, with four 

teachers in charge of the grades and two in high school. Both 
schools were aided by the pastor and music teacher.

Since 1904 music had an important place on the program. 
The Alumni records show that in almost every graduating class 
one or more pupils received music diplomas. The children's 
choirs have always been outstanding. Today they sing all Re
quiem and Feast Day Masses.

In the spring of 1921 it was decided to apply to the 
State to have St. Joseph's School added to the list of affili
ated sohools. To do this meant an expense of about two thousand 
dollars. '-Che Catholic Daughters of America responded to the 

call, and it is due to their generosity that the school became 
accredited. This organization, so helpful to the school, is 

recompensed when they see the beautiful spirit of St. Joseph's 
boys and girls. This spirit is recorded in the various fields 

of activities where former pupils are now laboring. St. Joseph's 
is proud to claim five priests, twenty religious, and 

fifteen in other professions, besides those who have become 
successful farmers, among her graduates.

1. Personal interview with Sr. Dominica, Aug. 20, 1933.
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When things were in readiness, the inspector of Schools, 
Mr, Gemmell, made his first visit to St, Joseph's, Two months 
later, December 18, 1921, St. Joseph's School was placed on the 
list of the fully accredited secondary schools of the State of 
Iowa,

The first class to graduate following the affiliation 
was a class of twelve— nine girls and three boys. Ten of this 
group continued their education in colleges.

The school offers the work of the elementary grades 
as outlined in the State Course of Study, The grades have been 
quite successful in poster and sewing contests sponsored by the 

Community Club of the town. They also receive many Palmer 
certificates and buttons each year.

In 1920 Sister M, Dominica came to take charge of St, 
Joseph's, Through her guidance, due doubtless to her prestige 
and personality, the progress of St. Joseph’s continued. She 
saw to it that it met and maintained the standards of a Class A 
school. She, probably more than her predecessors, went whole
heartedly into the activities which mean so much to a school. 
Public speaking, which prepared the children to take part in 
the very fine entertainments that were given, was added to the 
curriculum. The Senior Class Play, Junior-Senior Banquets, 
and educational trips are among the activities enjoyed by the 
High School,

In 1932 and 1933 the grade school won first and second



honors in the Poppy Day Poster Contest sponsored by the Ameri- 

oan Legion Auxiliary. The posters were the work of two seventh 

grade pupils and one fourth grade pupil. Two Junior pupils enter 

ed the oontest of Irish History, ^heir papers were entered in 
the national oontest which was held in Washington, D. C., in 
May 1933.

Each year the Lion’s Club offers a prize for the best 
paper on some civic subjeot. Last year a Senior, Anna Henderson, 
and a Junior, Marie Goeser, won first and second prizes. The 
subject was "What Neola Needs Most". A home talent play is 
also staged yearly by members of the Alumni.

For the past nine years the Sisters have been aid
ed by a secular teacher who takes charge of the physical train-

/ing and girls' athletics, besides helping with the school work.
Bev. P. J. Owens, the assistant pastor, who was 

in charge of St. Joseph’s School from March 20, 1925, to June 1, 

1926, organized the P.T.A., which is an outstanding faotor for 
the school. Since this organization began it has invested 

about six hundred dollars in books, maps, and encyclopedias 

for the school library. It purchases books for the children 
unable to buy them, sponsors a clinic every two years, serves 

breakfast to the children on First Friday morning, keeps the 

First Aid Kit replenished, and helps whenever called upon by 
the teachers.

On March 19, 1926, Father Drexler resigned his



pastorate at St. Patrick’s after directing the parish since 1901. 
He was succeeded by Rev. W. J. Kleffman, who assumed the adminis
tration of the parish and has labored here assiduously for eight 

years in the interest of both school and church.
Father Kleffman was born in Omaha, January 28, 1893.

He attended St. Joseph's School in Omaha, Nebraska, for five 

years* Then he attended school in Westphalia, Xcwa. His High 
School and College work were done at Campion, Prairie Du Chien, 

Wisconsin, and at St* .Ambrose, Davenport, Iowa. In 1915 he en

tered St. Mary's Seminary and was ordained to the priesthood 

Dec. 21, 1920. The first five years of his priestly life were 
given to teaching in the Des Moines Catholic College.1 Thus, 
when he was appointed to St* Patrick's, he was well qualified 

and prepared to take up the superintendency of St. Joseph’s Sohool. 
Since his coming he has been outstanding in arousing the interest 
of the boys in athletics to serve a good end. Up to his ooming, 
there had been no organized athletics* Baseball alone aroused 
considerable interest. The basketball teams under his coaching 
have done good work and are the possessors of two beautiful tro
phies* Each morning Father reads Mass at eight-thirty, thus giv
ing the pupils an opportunity to assist at Holy Mass before they 
begin their school work. He has also organized the Student Coun
cil, which is a veiy active part of the school. His daily visits 
to the sohool fbr the teaching of religion and for other purposes
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1* Personal interview with Father Kleffman, June 3, 1933*



n

are an inspiration to both teachers and pupils.
In insert ant phase of the work of the High School is 

the publication of weekly school notes in the town paper. The 
articles, all of high literary quality, are contributed by mem
bers of each class in High School.

For the past eight years the most popular elective 
offered at St. Joseph’s is typing. Eight typewriters have been 
purchased, and special time and stress are placed on this work, 
it present nine former members of St. Joseph’s are engaged in 
stenographic work at the Federal Land Bank in Omaha.

In 1932 one of St. Joseph’s graduates, Leila Langin, 
won first plaoe in the Freshman placement test at the Creighton 
University, where cine entered the college of Journalism.

Nineteen pupils graduated June 1st, 1932, and the 

following September nine were pursuing higher education in dif
ferent colleges.

There are at present eigit regular teachers active 

in St. Joseph’s School, four in the grades and four in High School. 
These are assisted by a secular teacher and the pastor or his 
assistant.

The text books used are for the most part the best 
that can be procured. That effective work is being done can readi
ly be seen, since eigit scholarships have been won. Since the af
filiation of the school in 1921, twenty-four students have enter
ed higher institutions of learning, besides those who have taken 
up teaching, nursing,and commercial work.
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St* Joseph's school ground is a community center for the 

little town of Neola* It oontains a baseball diamond, and basket

ball, tennis, and hoofcay courts, where both Catholic and non- 

Catholio young people spend much of their leisure time.

St. Joseph’s School points with pride to her boys who 
have so gladly offered their services, and even their lives, for 
their country. It is with joy that the Alma Mater takes note of 
the glorious fruits of her training and teaching. Her aim has 
ever been the inculcation of life and loyalty and respect for 
the State, in accordance with the command of the Master, "Bender 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar's". Of the seventy-two 
names that appear on the Honor Boll of World War Service, in 
St. Patrick's vestibule, fifty-two claim St. Joseph’s as their 
lima Mater.

While much stress was placed on secular branches, it 
was the aim of the school from the very first that the transfer 
of religious knowledge and attitudes into the daily life of the 
child must always be an objective in religious education. The 

teachers of St. Joseph's today realize the results of this 

teaching by the lives and the wonderful faith of the parents 
of the children of the present day.

For nearly half a century St. Joseph's School has sent 
out boys and girls cultured, strong, efficient, and imbued with 
the highest Christian principles and ideals. With very few ex
ceptions, they live up to these principles and are loyal to the 
ideals learned at their Alma Mater. On December 27, 1933, the 
Neola Parish celebrated its Golden Jubilee.



CHAPTER 71

SAINT VINCENT’S HOME 

DAVENPORT, IOWA

Saint Vinoent’s Home in Davenport, Iowa, is the only 
institutional school conducted, by the Sisters of Humility in 
lava. It was founded in 18951 by the Sisters Servants of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, whose motherhouse was located at Versail
les, Prance. They oame to the United States to solicit funds for 
a new provincial house they were building in England.

Two sisters, Sisters Simplioienne and Sebastian, on 
arriving in this country were given shelter at the convent of 

the Sisters of Charity, Jersey City, N.J. While there they 
were made acquainted with the fault that the diooese of Davenport 

was without an orphanage, so immediately they communicated with 
Bishop Cosgrove, the Bishop of Davenport, in an endeavor to make 
arrangements for opening such an institution. The Bishop, who 

had long realized the need of an orphanage, exchanged letters 
with the nuns to make suitable arrangements. It was finally 
deoided that the Sisters visit Bishop Cosgrove and settle the 
affair•

2The Sisters arrived in Davenport in the early part of

1. Iowa Catholic Messenger, April 13, 1895, Vol. XIV, p. 2.
2. Ibid
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April, 18951. After a conference with the Bishop it was final

ly decided that they should establish themselves in the oity. A 
fine home located on 15th Street and Grand Avenue was purchased for 

#10,000 by the prominent business men of the city, who raised the 

sum needed by subscription* The home was (it is still standing) 

a large, commodious residence, elegantly furnished; it had all the 
modern improvements and was surrounded by spacious grounds. The

front door opened into a large hall; on the right side of the hall
2were rooms used for parlor and reception rooms . On the left were

the class rooms and a study hall* The chapel was also located on
this floor* On the second floor was the community room for the
religious exercises of the Sisters, their sleeping room, and three
apartments for the girls* There were fifteen beds in each of the
latter rooms besides the beds occupied by the Sisters, one of whom
slept in each of the rooms with the children. On the third floor
was the large dormitory for boys with room for about forty beds.

The new institution was named "Sacred Heart Asylum" and
. 3was opened during the second week of August 1895 . Its scope had 

not yet been set forth in constitutional form; but, in general, 
its purpose was to care for the orphan, the half orphan, and the 
friendless ohildren of the diocese* Within a few days after the 

opening of the institution, the first ohildren were received* 1 2 3

1. Iowa Catholic Messenger, Oct. 26, 1895, Vol. XV, p. 1.
2. Ibid.

3. Iowa Catholio Messenger, Oct. 5, 19, 25, 1895, Vol. XV.
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These were four children brought in from Creston, Iowa, by a 
Mr* J. Clark1,

Bev* George Giglinger, now Monsignor Giglinger, pastor
of St* Joseph’s Church, Davenport, was appointed first ohaplain 

2of the orphanage . Father Giglinger said tie first Mass at the 
Asylum. At the time of his appointment be was a newly ordained 
priest and was serving on the faculty of St. Anhrose College.
He was destined to play an active part in the affairs of the 
Home in its early years, especially in the education of the or
phans.

The newspaper accounts and other reports indicated
that the new institution was prospering* As a matter of fact the
Sisters did succeed very well with their work that first year*

They had enlisted the cooperation and genuine interest of both
the clergy and laity of the diooese; the number of children in

the institution was increasing day by day, and their physical,

intellectual, and religious training was being well provided for.
The Slaters went about their work zealously and to all outward

appearances were quite happily settled in their new enterprise,
but before a year had elapsed, these good religious were called
home by their Mother General, Mother Martha. They left Daven-

3port for England, March 15, 1896 . * 2 3

1* Iowa Catholic Messenger, •Aug. 17, 1895, Vol* XV.

2. Interview with Monsignor Giglinger, August 16, 1933.

3. Iowa Catholic Messenger, March 21, 1896, Vol. XV, p. 1.
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Soon after the withdrawal of the Sacred Heart nuns, the
Bishop with the unanimous approval of the clergy of the diocese

entrusted the institution to the care of the Sisters of Humility1,

and these nuns have been in charge of the Home up to the present

time, it the time of their taking over the orphanage, the Sisters
of Humility numbered more than a hundred members actively engaged

in various parts of the State. They were very well known, and

consequently the interest, cooperation, and support of the people
and clergy were assured. A small group of four nuns came to 

2Davenport in 1896 to take over the institution, which now num
bered thirty-five children. Sister Mary Vicent was appointed 
first superior.

Very shortly after the Sisters of Humility took over 
the asylum, Rev. George Giglinger suggested that its name be 
changed to St. Vincent’s Home. It was felt that the new title 
better expressed the object of the institution’s work. This, 
of course, appealed strongly to the holy women who were sacri

ficing their own lives in an attempt to give these children what 
they had lost. The Sisters wished to make the children forget 
as much as possible that they were orphans and to feel that the 
house in which they lived was their real home.

—  - - ---------  i .. . .

1. Iowa Catholic Messenger, March 21, 1896.

2. Personal interview with Sister Innocentia, one of the four
nuns, Augimt 18, 1933. 3

3. Iowa Catholic Messenger, -April 4, 1897, Vol. XVI, p. 2.



One of the first problems confronted by the Sisters 
was that of obtaining the necessary funds for the upkeep of 
the Home. They revealed their spirit and zeal for their work 
by undertaking the task of convassing the whole diocese for 
funds. At the same time Bishop Oosgrove issued a letter of 
appeal to the clergy and people for the support of the Home*. 
There was a whole-hearted response from the people of the dio
cese to the Bishop's request.

The home on 15th Street and Grand Avenue, as mentioned 

before, was a fine large building and was surrounded by spacious 
grounds, yet it was primarily a place of residence for a private 

family. It served very well as a temporary home for the children 
as long as their number remained within reasonable limits. By

■oApril 1897* the number of children had increased to such an ex

tent that effective work would soon be rendered impossible for 
the Sisters if larger quarters were not provided. The work of
educating the orphans could not be adequately done under such

3a crowded condition. Realizing this and encouraged by the sup

port and cooperation of the people of the diocese in their first 
year's work, the Sisters chose as their new site a ten-acre plot 1 2

1. Iowa Catholic Messenger, August 22, 1896, Vol. XV, p. 1.
2. Iowa Catholic Messenger, April 10 and May 15, 1897,

Vol. XVI, p. 3*4.
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of ground in the northern part of the city near St« Ambrose Col

lege* They were confident that with their own prayers and those 
of their charges God’s guidance and protection would not be lack

ing in this new enterprise*

Work on the new site commenced immediately* and plans 

were made for the laying of the corner stone, Sunday, July 18, 

18971. The new building was completed, November 4, 1897, at a 
cost of $15,000. It was three stories high with a tower four 
stories high. At that time it was estimated that the home would 
shelter one hundred children. (It is interesting to note that 
now the Home is almost twice as large, yet experts consider that
at present its maximum capacity is no more than one hundred child- 

2ren.) . Throughout the building steam heat, sanitary plumbing,
electric lights, and all the modern improvements were installed.

3Twenty large airy rooms made up the structure. The kitchen, the 
refectory, and the class rooms were on the first floor. On the 
second floor were parlors, a reception room, a Sister’s assembly 

room, and the chapel. On the third floor were the sleeping apart
ments. The building site was a beautiful piece of ground surround- 1 2 3

1. Iowa Catholic Messenger, July 17, 1897, Vol. XVI, p. 5.

2. %bel Mattingly, A study of the Present Facilities with a
suggested Program for the Cath. Charities, p. 64.

3. Iowa Catholic Messenger, Nov. 13, 1897, Vol. XVI, p. 1.



ed by large elm trees. It has proved to be an.ideal looation.

In that first year of residence in their new site the 
number of children increased to fifty-one, and the number was 

constantly increasing. Shirty-one of this number were of school 
age and were taught by two Sisters. The work done then would 
be the same as done now in our first six grades. At this time 

the school was far from what it should have been. The children 
missed a great deal of school time to help with the work. Books 
and equipment, too, were meager.

Bev. Louis DeCailly, whom we have already mentioned in 
our history of Port Madison, conceived a special way to help in 
the support and education of the orphans. He began the publica
tion of a monthly paper, the "Iowa Orphan’s Friend". Its pur
pose was twofold; first, to raise funds far the orphanage and 
second, to arouse the interest of all the people of the diocese 
in St. Vincent’s. The first publication was issued on October 1, 
ISO?'1'. Father Deoailly was the publisher until the following 
year, the year of his death, when he was succeeded by Bev. George 

Oiglinger. The latter’s first publication was issued on October 
1, 1898, and he continued as publisher until April 1, 1903, the 

date of the last issue. After this the publicity that had been
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1. Iowa Catholic Messenger, Feb. 7, and March 7, 1903, and 
also Iowa Orphan’s Friend, April 1, 1903.



given the Home by this paper was taken up in the "Iowa Catholio 

Messenger"» which printed a column of "Home Hews" from that time 
on. The older children wrote a number of articles for 'both the 
"Messenger" and the "Friend"*

The first Christmas days at the Home were happy1* 

Numerous gifts were received from individuals, institutions, 

and various organizations* In expressing her gratitude Sister 
Mary Vincent said:

"We have received many generous donations to he 
recorded only in the hearts of the religious viio 
are devoting their lives to the care of Christ’s 
little ones, and by the recording Angel, whose em
blazoned pen is not visible to mortal eyes"*

On June 28, 1900, there were seventy children in the
home. Fifty of these were of school age. The school by this
time was well established, and good school work was being done*
It was now arranged that the sewing and housework should be
done by the older girls after school hours. The boys worked

in the field and performed other outdoor tasks.
The number of Sisters actively engaged at the Home

had increased from the original number, four, to eight in 
21899 . Two years later another nun was added to the staff, 

but by July of the same year, 1901, the number had been again 
reduced to eight. 1 2

1. Orphans Friend, Dec. 31, 1909. Also the Davenport Leader,
Vol XX, p. 2»

2. Iowa Orphans Friend, July 2, 1899, Vol. II, p. 1.
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The number of children increased to eighty in 1901, and the
Sisters began to feel that the capacity of their Home would be

reached very shortly. Consequently, in the early part of January, 
1902, it was decided to build on an addition to resemble the 

first building in appearance and size.1 It was also decided that 

a fair should be held to help raise money to defray the cost of 
building. The fair lasted two and one-half weeks, and the reoeipts 

amounted to about <#4,500. The different parishes of the city and 
some outside of the city were each responsible for one day of the 
fair. The orphans contributed four entertainments. The follow
ing1 2 3 is one of them.

Opening Chorus ... Mary, Dearest Mother ........School
Song ......... This Letter is For %  Papa ...Hazel Miller
Playette........ .............................Boys

Case of Commonwealth of Birds
Judge...... ••••••••••••••••........John Gallagher
Solomon Bird Tim Tarpy
Professor of Ornithology............ Charles Larsen
Will Plunder ••••................. .John Harrington
Thos. Jones, Scott County Farmer........Tim Coakley
Sailor Boys  ............... Primary Boys
Concert Recitation •••••••••••.••• Fourth Grade Girls
Piano Solo  ..........Florence Wilkins
Song, Violets   ....................... Primary Girls
Pantomime . ...................Girls

Columbia the Gem of the Ocean
The new wing was finished and dedicated Feb. 5, 1908 
3at 9 i«M. . It was sixty-nine feet long and sixty-four feet

1. Iowa Catholic Messenger, Jan. 11, 1902, Vol. XVIII, p. 2,
2. Iowa Catholic Messenger, Jan. 24, 1902, Vol. XVIII, p. 3.
3. Iowa Orphans Friend, July 1, 1902, Vol. VIII, p.2.



82

wide, making the length of the whole building one hundred and 
sixty-three feet. The new wing was also three stories high, 

built of briok, and trimmed with white stone. The basement of 
the addition, though not used at first, was later occupied by 

a manual training department. On the first floor, the laundry 
room, the Sisters' work room, the reception room, and a large 

play room for the little girls were situated. The wide stair

way led to a large assembly on the second floor, where also were 
located the dormitory for boys, the boys' play room, and shower 
baths. On the third floor were two dormitories for girls, three 
bath rooms, and several apartments for the Sisters. With the 
completion of this wing we have the Home practically as it 
stands today.

While no additions have been made to the building pro
per, there have been added to the plant two large buildings to 
meet the needs of the growing institution. One of these was 

erected to provide sufficient space for the academic department; 
it contains two school rooms that are equipped to meet every 
requirement of the State. The other is the laundry; it is 
modern in every respect and oontains every labor-saving device 

that modern science has devised. This latter building contains 
the apartments that are occupied by the men who are employed 
to takB care of the grounds and the farm.

The Home was the property of the Sisters of Humility 
until the year 1902, when it was decided that the title of 

ownership of the property and building be transferred to the



Diooese of Davenport, '¿’he Sisters of Humility, however, contin
ued their work as in former years.

In his letter of appeal for the orphans in 1905 Bishop 
Cosgrove gives an insight of the work done hy the Sisters of Hu

mility.
nI wish to state that the Sisters of Humility, who 

have conducted the Home in a self-sacrificing and most 
satisfactory manner, have never yet since its foundation 
nine years ago reoeived a single cent of compensation'*.

Closely associated with Sister Mary Vincent in the early
years of the institution were Sisters Mary Ignatius, Innocentia,

and Liguori. Sister Mary Liguori became Superior from 1903 to
1909. The Superiors who followed her were Sister Mary John

(1909-1915), Sister Mary Josephine (1915-1921), Sister Mary
Visitation (1921-1927), Sister Mary Wilhelmina (1927-1933), and
Sister Mary Magdalen (1933 to the present time.) ill of these
Sisters and their associates have succeeded excellently in
oarrying on this noble work.'*'

Dr. D. J. McCarthy served as the regular Home physi-
Ocian for a period of twenty-eight years . During these years he 

made thorough physical examinations of all those children who 
were sent to his office by the Sisters. He also visited the 
Institution at regular intervals and attended those in need of 
medical care. Upon taking up the work of Home physician, Dr. 1 2

1. A letter from Dr. McCarthy, Feb. 11, 1933.

2. Mabel Mattingly, Study of the Present Facilities with a
suggested program for the Catholic Charities, Davenport,
Iowa, 1928.
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MoCarthy*found that there were practically*no provisions for the 
care of siok children; one of his first charitable acts was to 
equip several rooms with furniture and medicine to be used as an 
infirmary.

The summer of 19281 was an important period in the his
tory of the Home; it marks a period of change in many policies 
of St* Vincent’s, it that time a group of trained social work

ers and eaqperts in the field of Catholic Charities under the 
direction of Mrs* Mabel Mattingly came to Davenport to make a 

study of Catholic Charities* She became interested in St. Vin
cent's and made a very special study of it. Her chief critioisms 

were directed at its overcrowded condition and at the methods of 
receiving and placing children. The problem of receiving child

ren was placed in the hands of a trained sooial worker, Miss 
Garside, a graduate of the National Catholic Social Service 
Sohool, Washington, D. C*

One phenomenon in the history of the care and education 
of the orphans under the supervision of the Sisters of Humility 
stands in striking contrast to that of many others: it has 

never been in any sense national. i glance at the yearly report 
and records of the Institution reveals that the children of Irish, 
German, Bohemian, French, and Slavic parents have always been re
presented. ill nationalities have always regarded St. Vincent's

1* Mabel Mattingly, Study of the Present -Facilities with a
suggested Program for the Catholic Charities, Davenport,
Iowa, 1928.



as their own institution and have labored faithfully for its wel

fare, always to the end of enabliig the Sisters at St* Vincent's 
to oarry out their work of Christian charity.

The religious education of the children is, of course, 
very well provided for by the Sisters. Every year a group of 

children is prepared for First Holy Communion. Every few years 
too, a group is prepared for the reoeption of Confirmation. In 
these preparations the Sisters are aided by the Chaplain of the 
Home. On the first Sunday in May, annually, the children crown 
Our Lady as '4ueen of May. The ceremony tales place on the beau
tiful lawn in front of the Home. In May 1933 Monsignor Cone had 
a movie picture made of the crowning of that year. It is a pic
ture beautiful to see.

The Sisters also take care of tbs general education of 
the children. St. Vincent's has its own elementary school con

sisting of eight grades. Four of the eleven Sisters now at St. 
Vincent's teach these grades and are qualified in everyway for 
their work. State inspectors have always been satisfied with 

the manner in which St. Vincent's School is operated. In the fall 
of 1932, departmental work was introduced into the school begin

ning with the third grade. The two years the work has been in 
progress it has given very good results. There are two grades in 
each room excepting the first which has pre-primary, first, and 
second.

The teaching staff at St. Vincent's must deal with



children of many nationalities, those coming from different scho
ols and often those from homes where training has "been neglected. 

In spite of working under such unfavorable conditions, the teach
ers have accomplished most satisfactory results. Those children 
who have advanced beyond the ei^ith grade may attend St. Ambrose 

Aoademy or Immaculate Conception Academy in Davenport, or St. 
Joseph's Academy in Ottumwa, Iowa1.

Instruction in music has always been provided from the 

very first. At present it is provided by a young woman who spent 
her childhood at St. Vincent's. As an expression of gratitude to 

the Home and the Sisters, she devotes several pBriods a week to 
teaching the children.

A course in manual training for the boys is rendered pos 

sible by the kindness and charity of a young Catholic layman, 
Howard Harris, an instructor in one of Davenport’s public schools 

The girls, especially the older ones, are called upon 
to do a considerable amount of work at the Home. They do much 

of the work in the kitchen and dining rooms, preparing the meals, 
serving the food, and washing the dishes. During the summer 

they spend many days "putting up" fruit and vegetables, and the 
full shelves show the result of their efforts. The older girls, 
too, devote much of their time to looking after the younger 
children.a

In the past the boys were expected to do much more 
work than they perform at present. The boys then were older and 
stronger, and they used to help the three men ¿̂io were employed

1. Interview with Sister Mary Wilhelmina, August 1933. 

a. interview with Monsignor Cone at St. Vincent's Home.



about the Home doing work in the field and about the barn and 

buildings. At present they do little or none of this work.
They help with the weekly washing and do "clean-up" work around 

the yard, in the oorridors, and in their own apartments. At 

certain seasons they bring in the vegetables and fruits from 

the garden. Ho work that interferes with their school work to 

any extent is permitted. The work is so arranged that it will 
meet the State regulations.1

Definite periods of time are set aside all the year 
around for recreation for both boys and girls, but due to the 
amount of work exacted of the girls, their total time is much 
less than that of the boys.

St. Vincent's grounds, consisting of sixty-five acres 
of land, is very well suited to outdoor recreation of all kinds. 
The children may pl^r games, go sledding in winter, or take 
walks through the woods. The girls and boys each have their 
own play-grounds well equipped with swings, teeters, trapeze, 

and a small outdoor bathing pool. Within the building there 
are separate recreation rooms far the boys and girls. These 
include radio, piano, books, games, and other facilities for 

amusement. Special provision is also made for the smaller 
boys and girls.

The older boys have for a long time been given the 
privilege of attending the athletic contests of the St. Ambrose 

College and Academy teams. They have also been allotted special

1. Personal visit to St. Vincent's Home where Monsignor Cone 
was interviewed.
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periods for the use of the aollege gymnasium and swinming pool*

The College grounds are within easy access of the Home, toeing 
only seven blocks away* In recent years St* Ambrose College 

students have volunteered to take charge of the reoreation 

periods of the St. Vincent's boys* They teach the boys games 

and organize football, baseball, and basketball teams. These 
teams have entered the Catholic Parochial League of the city 

and have always been among the leaders in all branches of sports*

Other forms of amusement which provided for tooth 
boys and girls are the annual outings, picnics, and boat trips 
arranged by the charitably inclined individuals and organiza

tions of the city and diocese* Twice a week the children enjoy 
a moving picture in their auditorium at St. Vincent’s.

At one t ime there were one hundred and forty-two child
ren living at the institution, but in 1933 there were but seventy- 
eight under the care of eleven Sisters. The Sisters who teach 
do not oare for the group of ohildren outside of school hours.

St. Vincent's has given eight daughters to Religion 
and one priest to the Church. On the Corner of 2nd and Brady 
Streets, Policeman Joseph Kropp is stationed, once one of the 

"big" boys at St. Vincent's. When the car from the Home passes 
this corner, the policeman has a very special wave and smile 

for its occupants especially if he gets a glimpse of a familiar 
religious habit.
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The history of St. Vincent’s School for orphans would 
indeed be incomplete if due credit and praise were not given to 
Monsignor M. Gone, President of St. Ambrose College and Secretary 
of Catholic Charities of Davenport, Iowa. Father Cone spares 

neither time nor money to mate St. Vincent’s a real home for its 
boys and girls. Besides oaring for the finances of the Home, he 
takes a special interest in every child there. He is especially 
interested in the work done in the school, realizing that for 
many of those poor children the education received there is all 
they will get. It is through him that the school is so well 
furnished. He visits the school daily, and each month he meets 
with the teaahers to talk over matters pertaining to the advance

ment of the pupils.

At the dedication of the new wing built in 1902, Beverend 
T. Lenihan, later Archbishop Lenihan, expressed in his sermon 

the motives of those engaged in the work at St. Vincent’s.

’’The Church has displayed much wisdom in delegating 
to Sisters so many fields of labor; without them the 
Church would have to mourn the loss of many members.
The outside world marvels at the heroic work of charity 
performed by the different Sisterhoods and wonders what 
is the cause of such devotion to suffering humanity, 
but we know the real motives of their pure, unselfish 
lives is their love of the Divine Master from whom they 
expect an eternal reward. They fully understand His 
words and promises: ’Amen I say unto you, as long as 
you did it to one of these my least brethern, you did 
it to me'•"



CHAPTER VII

PARNELL CONSOLIDATED PUBLIC SCHOOL 

PARNELL, IOWA

The Sisters of Humility conduct three public schools 

in Iowa. One room of the parochial school of Georgetown, Iowa, 

is a public school under the direction of the County Superin
tendent and receives public money.

Their first publio school was opened by the Sisters in 
Parnell, Iowa, in 1902^. This small community of Irish Catholics 
had for their first pastor Rev. J. J. Davis, later bishop of Daven
port. He encouraged the opening of a school, which was begun in 
1887 in a one-story frame building with an enrollment of about
fifty pupils under the direction of Mr. M. A. Condon. Two years

2later in 1889 , as the attendance had doubled, it became neces
sary to build a better and bigger school. A red brick building of 
four rooms was erected that fall, and as both schools were used they 
were distinguished by the names the "old white" and the 'ted brick". 

The school was in charge of Mr. Mark I&illen, John Tiernan, and Ella 
Schuell. 1

1. Records of St. Joseph Convent, Motherhouse of Sisters of 
Humility, Ottumwa, Iowa, Vol. I, p. 2.

2 Ibid.
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In 1902^ Bev. Mahoney succeeded Father Davis as 
pastor of Parnell. Soon after with the consent of the school 
board he applied to the Mother General for two Sisters, one 
to teach in school and one to teach music. The parish built 
the Sisters a comfortable home just east of the church. While 
the house was being built, the Sisters lived in the sacristy 
of the Church which they named Kazareth - for it was truly a 

home similar to that where the Savior began His work here on 

earth. Baoh year after this a Sister was added to the teach

ing staff until there were eight. Durir^ these years the 
Sisters always had a large music class and a splendid arches- 
tra.

2In 1916 a consolidated Public Sohool was erected in 
the western part of the town. It was located there as there 

was more space for play ground and it was more convenient for the 
eight buses that bring the children to school from the surround

ing district. This change brought a great hardship on the Sis
ters as the distance to the school from the convent is about 
a mile which they must walk twice a day. Only when the weather 
is extreme do the buses stop for them.

The first entertainment the pupils gave under the 
direction of the Sisters was in 1903. The school entertainments 1

1. Churoh records, St. Joseph’s Church, Parnell, Iowa, Vol. 1, p.3.
2. Answer to questionnaire, Dec. 8, 1933, Sister Anna Mary.
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were held on the seoond floor of a store building, which was the 
only available place until the new school with its gymnasium was 

erected#

The new school building is a modern two-story brick 

structure containing six standard class rooms, an office, an 

assembly, a gymnasium that maybe used as an auditorium, a 
library, and science, manual training, and domestic science 

rooms. This school is especially well lighted and heated and 
furnished with all modern equipment.

This school takes a very active part in athletics and 
has been quite successful in both declamatory and special spell
ing contests. Each year the grades under the direction of the 
Sisters present an operetta or play, and the principal coaches 
a Senior Class Play. The teachers follow the Iowa State Course 
of Study. The Sisters in charge of the music teach two periods 
a week in each room.

This school was accredited to the State in 1917, soon 

after the visit of the inspector, it present there are two 
hundred children enrolled in the grades and high school in 

charge of nine teachers, three seculars, and six Sisters. One 
of the Sisters teaches music.



COSGROVE COHSOLIBATED PUBLIC SCHOOL
COSGROVE, IOWA

In 1903* three Sisters of Humility, Sisters Mary Clare,
Loretta, and Ambrosia, began work in the Cosgrove School. When

this school opened it was a parochial school under the direction
of the pastor, Eev. T. J. Smith, who was then in charge of Saint

2Peter’s Parish at Cosgrove. In the spring of 1901 Father Smith 
supervised the building of a three-room frame school house which 
is now leased to the State for school purposes and athletics.

When the school opened in the fall of 1901, twenty- 

nine pupils were put in charge of a lay teacher, Miss Dorothy 

Mullen. As the enrollment had doubled, a second room was open

ed the next fall, and two lay teachers were employed, Margaret 
Leonard and Jennie Alten.

The Sisters on arriving in Cosgrove in August 1903 
preparatory to the beginning of their teaching found a very warm 

welcome awaiting them. The parish had built them a comfortable 
cottage a short distance from the church. The first day of school

3under the Sisters' direction was September 8, 1903 , with an 
initial enrollment of about one hundred pupils. Their work 
included the eight grades. The following fall the Sisters began 1 2

1. Personal interview with Sr. M. Loretta, Jan. 8, 1934.
2. Personal letter from Sr. M. Lawrence, Jan. 1, 1934.
3 Ibid
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St. Peter’s High School with the ninth grade in a hall over the 
oountry store. .Another teacher, Sister M. Marcelline, was added 
to the teaching staff. Each year as the enrollment increased a 

teacher was added until the number reached eight.

The first class graduated in 1907. It consisted of 

six girls. The next class to finish two years later in 1909 was 

two boys and six girls. Both boys after finishing St* Peter’s 

entered the Creighton University and later became Jesuits. The 
next class to finish was in 1911, and from that time on there 
have been graduates every year.

In 1912 Father Smith resigned his parish to become 
chaplain at Ottumva Heights Academy, and Rev. J. H. Finefield 

was appointed his successor* 2?he next year, 1913, he began the 
construction of a new school, which was completed with furnishings 
and equipment in 19141 at the cost of ^30,000, This building is 
a two-story structure built of red pressed briclc with a stone 
trim. On each floor there are three standard size class rooms 

and a library. In the basement are the domestic science and 
manual training departments*

The first years that the Sisters were in Cosgrove they 
kept the children vsho lived a long distance from school from 

Monday to Friday. ^hey used two rooms for dormitories. As the 
school grew and these rooms were needed for class rooms this was 

discontinued. The Sisters taught music, and from the beginning

1* Personal visit to the school, Aug. 10, 1934.
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they had a large music class and splendid orchestra. The school 
was not affiliated with the state while it was a parochial school, 
but its graduates were admitted to the Iowa State University with
out examination because of its high standard of scholarship. Since 
Gosgrove is but ten miles distance from Iowa City, many of the 
graduates even from the earliest days have taken up professional 

work at the State University of Iowa.

In 19201 St. Peter's School became a consolidated Pub

lic School. A very unusual thing happened when the parish sold 

their school to the State. Mr. J. F. Foster, then Inspector of 
Schools, made the comment that as far as could be learned, it 

was the first time that such an arrangement had been recorded 

in Iowa history, fth.en this transfer took place, there was a 
division in the parish which remains to this day. Some were 

strong far keeping their own school where religion could be 
taught along with the secular branches without being hampered. 

Others wished to make it a public school so the burden of main
taining the school would be placed on the State.

Religion is now taught to the Catholic children dur
ing the noon hour. Since the work of parochial and public schools 
have programs based on State Course of Study, there was but little 
difference in the teaching except that of religion.

At present ten buses bring over two hundred children
to Cosgrove.

1. Answer to questiozmaire, Sr. M. Eugene, Jan. 7, 1934.
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The Sisters of Humility have complete charge of the 

School as the Sisters hold the office of superintendent and 

principal. Eight Sisters and three secular teachers comprise 
the faoulty.

Since 1923 the school has had exhibits of school work 
annually at the State Fair in Des Moines and every year they 
have received first and second prizes in different departments. 
The school has been successful when it took standardized tests 
given them by the University.

In 1930 the boys’ basket ball team won the silver cup 
in the county tournament and the last three years have won 

other honors. Twice a year the pupils put on entertainments, 
one by the grades and one by the High School.

Cosgrove has given thirteen Sisters to religion and 
five of her priestly sons are laboring in Christ’s vineyard.
Two of these priests are Jesuits; Rev. Leo Cusack, S. J., and 

Rev. William Hugh McCabe, S. J. The latter received the degree 

of Dootor of Philosophy from the University of Cambridge in 
England and is now Director of the Department of English in the 
St. Louis University, St. Louis, Missouri.



MELROSE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
MELROSE, IOWA

The third Public School which the Sisters of Humility 

opened was at Melrose, Iowa, in 1904, The first school in 

Melrose was a private school which began as early as 1855* with 
Miss Sarah Prindle as teacher. It was a one room frame building 

thirty feet by twenty-eight feet. The first public exhibit was 

held in the school in 18562. The outstanding part of this ex

hibit was a display of copy books, which the children had filled 
with great exactness and effort. Three years later another room
was added and the school became a public school.

3In 1904 when Rev. T. H, Brownrigg became pastor of 
Melrose he decided to make an effort to secure Sisters to teach 
in the public school, as all of the children excepting one were 
Catholics. The school board gladly consented to the suggestion, 
if the Sisters were duly certified. Thus the children of this 
parish could be under the care of the Sisters without the ex
pense connected with a parochial school. The Sisters taught 
Catechism during the noon hour and on Sunday.

In the fall of 1904^ two Sisters of Humility, namely, * 4

1. Melrose town records, Melrose, Iowa, 1855.
*. Ibid.

3. Personal interview with Sister Anna Mary, Aug. ¿0, 1933.

4. Ibid
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Sisters Mary Josephine and Inna Mary« same to Melrose as 

teachers in the school and Sister Mary Dolors to teach music.
Miss Harlow, the superintendent when the Sisters began work 
in Melrose, directed the school for four years. The work done 
was the same as that done in other public schools of the time.

These three Sisters with the one secular teacher car
ried on the work in the two-room building until 19101, when a 
new school was built at a cost of #25,000. It is a two-story 
red brick building with six standard sized class rooms, a study 
hall, a library, an office, a manual training shop, and home 
economics rooms. It is eomplete and modem in every way.

The same fall a fourth Sister was added, and one each 
year after that until there were seven, six teachers in the

. a i \school and a music teacher. The High School began with the ninth ' 
grade and kept adding a grade each year until it was complete with 

twelve grades. The school continued with seven Sisters and two 

seculars until 1922 when the two Sisters who were teaching in 

High School were replaced by secular teachers. Since that time 
but four Sisters are engaged in the teaching of the school.

1. Answer to questionnaire, Dec. 18, 1933



CHAPTER 71II

SAINT ALPHONSUS'S SCHOOL 
DAVENPORT, IOWA

The second school accepted by the Sisters of Humility 
in Davenport is St* Alphonsus's School, It is under the direction 
of the Redemptorist Fathers who organized and opened this parish in 
19071.

St, Alphonsus's Church and School are located in the south

western part of the city on Boise Street. This parish olaims St, 
Mary's parish as a mother and St. Joseph's parish as a grandmother.
At one time a few members of the present St, Alphonsus congregation 

belonged to St, Joseph's. When a division was made they found them
selves members of St, Mary's, and with another division they now 
claim St. Alphonsus.

For some time these religious Fathers had wished to 
establish themselves in Iowa to be nearer the work they were now 
doing throughout the State. When Bishop Davis invited them to open 
a house in Davenport, they gladly accepted the offer and made prepa- 
rations to visit Davenport and select a location for church and scho
ol. Soon after their arrival they bought suitable property on Boise 
and Farragut Streets said began the erection of a monastery which 
served as a parish church until the present imposing ohuroh was 
built in 19131 2.

1. Records of St. Alphonsus Church, Davenport, Iowa, Vol. 1, p. 1.
2. Iowa Catholic Messenger, June 1, 1913, Vol. XXX, p. 1.
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The following was taken from the Catholic Messenger1.

"Dedication ceremonies of St. Alphonsus, which 
will give to Davenport its seventh Catholic Church, 
will take place June 8, 1913."

The Reverend August Guendling was the first pastor of 
this recently organized parish. After laboring but a short time 
among these people, he was farced to admit that his efforts 
seemed fruitless. He knew that if he were to realize his mis
sion, lie must reach the parents through the children. So he 
courageously set out to establish the school. The hardships 
he had to face, the sacrifices he was called on to make, and 
the sufferings that he had to endure in this project have blos
somed forth in the beautiful modern school known as St. Alphonsus.

When St. Alphonsus school was founded, the teaching was 
placed in charge of the Sisters of Humility. Throughout the 

twenty-four years that this school has functioned, the Sisters 
have labored faithfully in the parish, and their work has borne 
fruit in the Christian vineyard. The pastor became acquainted 

with these religious and their work through Reverend W. J. De- 

vine, C.SS.R., who had given missions at different places where 
the Sisters of Humility were in charge of schools.

Three months after Father Guendling made application 
to Mother M. Vincent, then Mother General of the Order, for 
three teachers to teach his school, she assigned Sisters Mary

1. Iowa Catholic Messenger, June 1, 1913, Vol. XXX, p. 1.
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Josephine, Clementine, and Catherine to the irork of opening 3t. 
Alphonsus School, which tor the present was to occupy the first 
floor of an eight room cottage located on the property purchased 
by the Fathers.

On January 11, 1909^, the school opened with fifty-three 

pupils. Under zealous work the school grew with the parish and 

is today the largest parochial grade school taught by the Sisters 
in Davenport.

The largest room in the cottage, afterwards the kitchen, 

seated three grades. Two of the other rooms on the first floor 
had five grades between them. A fourth room, later used as a 
class room, was used by Father Mathews, superintendent of the 

school, when he taught religion to all the children and Latin 
to the acolytes. The Public School books were adopted, sup-

oplemented by Catholic readers, catechisms, and Bible histories •
The four rooms on the second floor of this cottage 

were the living rooms for the Sisters. They had no modern con
veniences whatever. The teachers began work here under as dif
ficult circumstances as did any of the pioneer Sisters of their 
Order throughout the State. Indeed, this first school was a strik
ing contrast to the modern and elaborately equipped St. Alphonsus 
school of today.

It was evident that much time and energy must be placed 1 2

1. Becords of St. Alphonsus Church, Davenport, Iowa, Vol. 1, p. 1.
2. Personal interview with Sr. Josephine, August 18, 1933.



on the teaching of religion by the teachers as the parents living 

a distance from a church had become careless in matters of their 
religion, ana the children needed a great deal of instruction.

The Fathers began by organizing a Sodality and iltar Boy Club, 

while the Sisters taught the children hymns to be sung at Mass 
and established the living rosary and many other religious prac

tices. Some of the children entered the Catholic Church, for the 
first time since their baptism, on the day that they started to 

school. The school opened with a Mass in honor of the Holy Ghost .
The religious training received in the home by some of 

the children was far different from the training received in the 
pioneer Catholic homes where the Sisters of Humility had previous
ly opened schools. The Sisters realized that their task was a 
far heavier one as far as impressing the children with the obli
gation of hearing Mass and receiving the sacraments was concern
ed.^

The following article was taken from the Catholic 
Messenger, August la, ±9U9°;

"The fiedemptorist Fathers have purchased two 
more lots on Fremont and Jackson Streets where the 
permanent Sisters' Home and School is to be erected 
later. In the meantime a two story building will 
be erected to provide a hall and other accommodations 
for parish work. A commodious aadition is being put 
to the present temporary school to take care of the 
increasea attendance. Both teachers and pupils will 
be surprised on their return." 1 2 3

1. Personal interview witn Sr. M. Josephine, lug. 21, 1933.
2. Ibid.

3. Iowa Catholic Messenger, ¿ug. 12, 19u9, Vol. XXVI.p. 1.
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In the Bpring of 19111 the Fathers began the erection 

of a frame school building which was divided into four large 

rooms. (The first floor was so arranged that it could be thrown 
together and used for various parish gatherings and for school 

programs. These four rooms nicely accommodated the number of 
pupils now enrolled which had increased to one hundred and 

eight.* After this new school was finished, the Sisters used
all of the frame cottage for their home.

In September another teacher, Sister Mary .Angela, was 
added to the staff ana took charge of the fourth room. The 
school was now arranged with two grades in each room.

In 191? Reverena P. E. Forrester, then pastor of St. 
Alphonsus, added the ninth grade to the curriculum, as many 
of the pupils were not able to attend St. Ambrose College and 
Immaculate Conception Academy, but wished to remain in a 
Catholic School. This grade was discontinued two years later, 
however, as the numbers increased and the rooms were over- 
crowded.

On the added property purchased in 1909 was a small 
residence. When the number of pupils continued to grow, the 

parish remodeled this building into a schoolroom for the first 

grade and kindergarten. The Kindergarten class was discontinued 1 2

1, Personal interview with Sr. M. Josephine, Aug. 21, 19:̂ 3.
2. Ibid,
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In 19lt> as an extra teacher1 mast he employed. This the parish 
could not afford. The pupils were admitted to school only after 
they had reached the age of six.

God's blessing became more and more obvious and showed 
itself in the need of a new school for each year there was an 
increase of about fifteen pupils •

Work on a new school began in 1928. The new school, 
dedicated in 19<i9, is a building not only beautiful in its 

architectural lines but also practical in its arrangements. It 
consists of two stories with a large basement. The first floor 
has two standard sized classrooms, well heated, lighted and ven
tilated, as are the four class rooms on the second floor.

The gymnasium and auditorium are combined and have a 
seating capacity of six hundred. Ill the stage setting and dress
ing rooms are complete and equipped with the latest arrangements.
It is one of the most up-to-date schools in the city.

Pour years previous to the building of the new school, 
the parish had purchased a modern nine room residence for the 
Sisters' Convent just south of the church. The cottage they 
occupied was removed to an adjoining lot. and this spaoe with 
the schoolyard they already had made a spacious play ground 1 2

1. Personal interview with dr. M. Josephine. August 21, 1953.

2. Beoords of St. Alphonsus School, Davenport, Iowa, Vol. 1, p. 3.



which was well equipped.

Pop at least fifteen years ther had been a splendid 
attendance of St. Alphonsus* "boys and girls at both St. .Ambrose 
College for boys and Immaculate Conception Academy for girls, 
out due to conditions it became impossible for them to attend 
a school where car fare must be paid. Hence, the opening of 
a High School again was discussed. The Eedemptorist Fathers 
thought it advisable to open the High School, out when the 
matter was brought to the Bishop, he refused to give them the 
permission as he wanted one central High Sohool for boys and 
one for the girls. However, in the fall of 1$33 the Bishop 
readily gave the pastor the desired permission to add one high 
school grade as he realized these children must go to the Pub
lic or to no High Sohool at all if they had no school of their 
own.

The total enrollment that year was ¿60 and the teaching 
staff numbered seven, as Sister Mary Bosemunda has been sent to 

teach the ninth grade. The same fall the departmental work 
had been started in the school ror the first time beginning 
with the third grade. One of the Bedemptorist Fathers had en
tire charge of the school. This a great help to the Sisters 
in the oarrying on or the work.

The boys in this school belong to the Parochial Athle
tic league. They are coached by Mr. Van Camp, one of the former 
students of St. Alphonsus.

10b



The school presents two programs yearly, one at Christ

mas and an operetta in the spring. The Progressive Method of 
Music is taught throughout the school, besides the Masses sung 

by the children’s choir and the hymns sung at daily Mass.

The first hymn taught to the children of St. -Alphonsus 
and to the pupils of eight other schools of the Sisters of 
Humility was "Mother Dearest, Mother Fairest”.
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CHAPTER IX

SAINT JOSEPH'S SCHOOL 
DUNLAP, IOWA

The greatest event in the history of the little town 
of Dunlap between the years of 1894 to 1909 was the coming or 
a small b a m  of Sisters of Humility, three in number, Sisters 
Mary Madalene, Xavier, and. Alberta, to reopen the parochial 

school which had been closed thirteen years before. This 

school, during the six years of its previous existence, had 
been a progressive institution conducted by the Sisters of 

Mercy from Davenport, Iowa, as a day school for resident pu
pils and a boarding school for non-resident girls.

Long before the coming and going of these good Sisters 
the few scattered Catholics had banded together to organize a 
parish and had petitioned Right Reverend John Hennessy of Du
buque, then the only bishop in Iowa, to send them a priest.

Reverend J. Keenan, who resided at Magnolia, attend
ed all the missions in Harrison County and therefore administered 
to the people in Dunlap about once a month. His stay was brief, 
and after his departure, the spiritual wants of the Catholics 

along the Northwestern Railroad as far as Denison were ministered 
to by Reverend B. J, McMenomy of Council Bluffs, until the arrival 
in the spring of 187B of Reverend H. J. Anen, the first resident 

pastor of Dunlap. He secured the property upon which the church



is located and on July 4, 1872, began to erect a large brick 

church building which, unfortunately, was demolished by a cy

clone before completion"*-.
In the fall of 1873^ Father Anen was succeeded by Rev, 

Peter Garahan who remained in charge until 1875.
Reverend F# E. Moore assumed charge of Dunlap and sur

rounding missions in August 1875, but after a brief illness died 
September 4, 1876. At this time servioes were held regularly in 
Barrett’s Hall. Immediately arter the death of Father Moore, 
Reverend M. Lynoh was placed in charge of Dunlap. To his energy 
and zeal the people owe the first church that was completed and 
the rectory. After ten years of untiring labor in Dunlap, he 
returned to Ireland for a visit. Scarcely had he looked upon 
scenes of his childhood when his life’s work was ended. He died 

July 28, 1886.
On August 1, 1886, Right Reverend H. Gosgrove, Bishop 

of Davenport, appointed Reverend W. J. McCormick rector or Saint 

Patrick’s. During his six years of pastorate he made many im- 

provements. Four years after his coming in 1890% Father Mb 
Cormick bought a public school building, erected in 1869, and 1

1. Article written by Father Hanson, for the Dunlap Reporter, 
April 8, 1914, p. i.

Records of St. Patrick’s Church, Dunlap, Iowa, Vol. 1, p. 2.
5. Dunlap Reporter, August 8, 1890, Vol. X, p. i.



movea it to the church property west of the church with its main 
entrance to the north. Here for six years the Sisters of Mercy 
conducted a school-*-.

This frame building was built with three stories and was 
surmounted by a cupola where the bell was placed. The third floor 
contained the chsqpel and two dormitories, one for the Sisters and 
one for the twelve girls who came to them as boarders from the 

country and surrounding villages. On the second floor was a large 

schoolroom, a class room, a music room, and an office which was 

later used as a class room. The lower floor was divided into two 
schoolrooms, a Kitchen, a refectory, and a pantry. In the side of 
the hill, a few feet rrom the Kitchen door and on the same level 
with it, was a cave which served the purpose of a "Frigidaire".
The water used at the school was piped from a well at the top of the 
hill, thus denying the older boys the recreation of carrying it.
•¡/hen water was needed, one lad was sent to "pump".

The eight grades were conducted by four Sisters, two 
more were engaged in the High School, and one was in charge of 
the music class which usually numbered about twenty-rive members. 
About ninety-six pupils were registered in the school each year.

The school program and text booKs of the lower classes 1

1. Personal interview with one of the boarders, Mrs. J. P.
McGinty, May 14, 1953.



were the same as those taught in the town school. The High 

School curriculum consisted, only of two years of Normal Train

ing. Records at the Denison Court House show that these girls 

were very successful in obtaining certificates. Each child 

attending school paid tuition, one dollar a month in the High 
School, ana fifty cents in the grades.

The children gave many splendid entertainments during 
the six years the Sisters of Mercy were with them. These plays 

and musicals were still spofcen of with pride by the "old girls” 
to the Sisters of Humility after their coming.

The following is a copy or a program that the writer 
was able to get rrom one of the members, Zita Kavanaugh, who 
took part.

PROGRAMME
-0F-

THIBD ANNUAL ENTERTAINMENT 
-at-

ST. JOSEPH'S SCHOOL.

DUNLAP, IOWA
FRIDAY, JUNE ¿na, isyo, at 7:30 P.M.

Tancreae........ (Piano Trio) .. Czerny
Misses Emma HcElroy, Mary Harrett, Grace Taylor

Four Little Birds Are We (Solo ana Duet)
(Piano accom. Miss M. O'Connell)...White

Misses A. Dugan, B. Emge, J. Ledden, M. Kavanaugh

Essay ............."Character"...... Miss Flossie Pease
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Lauterback ......(Piano Solo)
Miss M. Cronkieton

Lutz

Recitation ........ "The Maniac" .....Miss K. Leaden

Chorus  ...... "Vera 1*America" ...Millard
Minims

Drama.... ......"Battle of Words"
M. Curaolf» M. O'Connell, E. Braay, N. Burks.
Bells of Shannon .....(Piano Solo) ....Sudds

Miss K. Ledden
Chorus .......  "Gaily 1 Wanaer"..... Champion

Senior Vocal Class
Operetta ...."The Fairy Crowning".... Lafferty
■cue en  .... .....Jenni e Ledden
Fairies ..........L. Ledden, Z. Havana ugh, B. Loy,

E. Burke, K. Gracer, A. Parks.
E'Pirata....... ....  . ...(Piano Solo)• .Laybach

Miss Grace Taylor

DRAMA - SCENE I.
Miss K. Leaaen, E. McSlroy, M. Corley, K. Lehan

Evangeline ........(Piano Solo) ....Wyman
Miss M, Barrett

Recitation ......."Drafter"........Miss M. Munley

Children's Carnival .. (Piano Solo).....Dana 
Miss M. Zavanaugh

DRAMA - SCENE II.
Old Oaken Bucket.... . ( Piano Solo) ...Meacham

Miss M. Munley
Tom Thism ana Minnie v/arner...... ...Tableaux

Ballade ...............(Piano Solo) ...Laybach
Miss E. McElroy

Postillion D’Amour,..(Piano Duett) ......Behn
Misses K. Ledden, M. Munley

Harp of the ’Winds...... (Vooal Duett) ...Abt
Misses M. Barrett, G. Tailor, E. MoElroy, K. Ledden



Miss Kavanaugh and. Miss Munley have taught in the Omaha 
Public Schools for twelve years. Miss Kavanaugh taught at the 
Technical High School until her recent death.

On the very day this paragraph was written, May 24, 1933,
"The World Herald" recorded the death of the above pupil, Miss 
2ita Kavanaugh who took part in this program.

After the school had been in progress for two years,
Father McCormick* left Dunlap for Burlington, Iowa, and Rev.
Father O'Brien came to fill his place. He remained four years 

and was succeeded by Reverend J. C. White who attended Dunlap 
until July, 1904, when Reverend J. M. Hanson was assigned the 

pastor of Saint Patrick's of Dunlap. The Sisters of Meroy left 

Dunlap in June 1896. That same fall the children now attending 
the parochial school returned to the public school.

It was Father Joseph Hanson who engaged the Sisters of 
Humility to reopen the parish school in September 1909. From the 
time of its reopening until he left the parish in 1921, he was 
interested in the work of the children. This devotion was an 
inspiration to teachers and pupils. v!/hile he was thoroughly 
devoted to his people and self-sacrificing to duty, his out
standing work was done in his school. To the children who had the 
privilege of attending school during this time, he will always be 
remembered as having a great love for all that is good and uplifting. 1

1. Reoards of Saint Patrick's Churoh, Dunlap, Iowa, Yol. 1. p.3.



On August 20, 1909-*-f when the smallband of listers of 

Humility arrived in Dunlap, they were made welcome by pastor 

and people. A little cottage which had been painted and re

paired was rented by the parish, when it was furnished, it 
represented a rather cozy appearance and served as a home for 
the Sisters for the first year. It is still know as the "Bee 
Hive".

The school building which had been vacant for thirteen 
years underwent a complete renovation, and great preparations 
were made for the beginning of school. The building was divi
ded into three large school rooms. On the first floor were cloak 
rooms and a lunch room. On the second, or main floor, was one 
very large room, an offioe, and a cloak room. The upper story 
contained two school rooms. Boards were again blackened; old 
double desks, teacher's desks, and book cupboards were varnish

ed and placed in order. What was wanting in furniture, maps, 
charts, globes, and the like was purchased. Nothing was spared 

in the way of equipment. By September 8, 1909, everything was 
in readiness, and school began in real earnest.

As all great things have small beginnings, so was it 
with Saint Joseph's. The first day there were only forty-seven 
pupils enrolled. Parents, remembering the unpleasantness con- 1

1. The writer was one of the three
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neoted with the closing of ths school before, were dubious 
about sending their children. Their hesitation was short
lived, however. Before the year had waned, the efficient 
training, both religious and secular, attracted other pupils,
<*nd the number increased to ninety. The first three grades 
oooupied the room on the main floor. Fourth and fifth grades 
were taught in the north room on the upper floor. Sixth and 
seventhgrades occupied the south room. Later, four eighth 
grade girls came to the Sisters* school from the Public School. 
Three of these were the first Saint Joseph’s High School 
graduates.

During the first year an Altar Boy’s Glub was organized, 

and it was the fond hope of all the boys to belong to this hon

ored band. The Guardian Angel’s Sodality, also established at 
the same time, soon grew so large that it was found necessary to 
organize the Children of ilazy Sodality for the older children.

The principal event of the first year was the Christmas 
cantata, "Santa Claus Defenders", in which the yhole school took 
part.

The system of education followed in Saint Joseph’s was 
that employed in the modern graded schools of the county. The 
text books were the newest that had met with the approval of 
modern educators of the time.

The eighth grade pupils took the county examinations in 

all subjects, and the results were very satisfactory.
Since the pupils came to Saint Joseph’s from different



sohools, the task of grading and classifying them properly 

seemed an unsurmountable task, but gradually with hard, patient 

work this difficulty was adjusted. This was due to the fact 
that the number was small and the teachers could give the child
ren extra help.

*

It would perhaps be difficult to find another school 
where the pupils responded so readily to the efforts of their 
religious teachers, whom they loved and revered from the first 

day.
In June 1910 the members of ¿aint Patrick’s parisn 

purchased the J. B. Wheeler property, which is the present Sis
ters’ convent. This house is a large colonial style home. It 
is two full stories in height with basement and attic. It was 

now possible for the Sisters to keep the children who lived a 
long distance from school during the school week, giving many 
an opportunity to attend a Catholic school who otherwise could 
not do so.

The following fall another teacher, Sister M. Mercedes, 
was added to the staff to teach the first freshman class who en

tered High School and to take charge of the music, inother room 
was fitted up to care for the High School and the new pupils who 
had entered. The attendance was now one hundred and ten.

In May of the second year, a class of sixty receiv

ed their First Holy Communion. That same evening the children
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crowned our Lady as .¿ueen of May. The next two years brought 
new pupils to Saint Joseph’s so there was need for more room.
The pupils now numbered one hundred and forty-eight under the 
oare of six bisters, one a music teacher. The class in music 
had grown from seven to forty-seven with a small but promising 
orchestra.

On October la, the Hanson-Columbian Club was organized. 

Its purpose was to develop literary ability among the High School 
pupils. Its monthly publication, the "Chimes”, was looked ror- 

wara to with great enthusiasm. This school paper was kept Tip 

for years, but later the school notes were printed in the "Be- 
porter", the town paper.

In 19141 , another teacher, Sister Mary Zita, was 

added to the corps, and another class room was opened to accom
modate the increased attendance.

This same year Saint Joseph’s sent forth her first 
graduates, three in number known as the "Stars”, fortified by 
religious principles taught by their religious teachers. There 
was a great deal of joy expressed by all on that happy occasion.

For a long time the need of more room and better 
equipment had been felt, hence on March 19, 1915, work was be

gun on the new school which is located on a site which has been 

bought in 1913 for the purpose, east of the convent. On

1. Annual Year Book of St. Joseph’s School, Dunlap, Iowa,
Tol. 1, p. 8, May 4, 1920.



Thanksgiving Day, the same year, it was solemnly dedicated by 
Bishop Austin Dowling of Des Moines, later Archbishop of 
Saint Paul, and put under the protection of St. Joseph.

The new Saint Joseph’s School is a large imposing 
structure of clinker brick with Bedford stone trim, having a 
frontage of 160 reet and depth of 75 feet. It contains three 
stories and is surmounted by a bell tower and a massive oross 
which can be seen for miles. On the first floor are the culi

nary rooms and refectory for parish dinners, (the country ahilu- 

ren eat their lunch here during the week) domestic science and 
manual training rooms, showers, toilets, and furnace room. On 

the second floor are four large schoolrooms with cloak rooms 

adjoining, a library, and a small class room. The upper floor 
is given exclusively to the use of the High School. The audi

torium is used as a Study Hall. There are two recitation rooms 
and an office just opposite the auditorium. The entire school 
is completely furnished and equipped, modern in every respect."1’

The city library, which is a Oarnegie foundation, is 
also available to St. Joseph’s pupils.

St. Joseph’s Orchestra, begun in 1909, is the pride of 
the school. It is composed of thirty members. They were called 
on to play at the many activities. The High School has continued 
to increase and good work is being done there.
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From the very beginning of Saint Joseph’s High Sohool 

in 1910, the Uourse of Study was the same as in the Public Sohools. 

It was the intention that as soon as possible the school would make 

application for accrediting.

The program of study was as follows:

Eeligion taught daily in all classes.
GRADE IX GEADE X GEADE XI GEADE XII
English English English English
Lat in Latin Modem History Physics

Algebra Geometry Algebra or Economics
Gen. Science Ancient

Histoiy
Arithmetic
Civios
Home Economics x 
Latin

Am. History 

Sociology 
Latin x

Practically the sane curricular program has been 
followed up to the present time with the exception of the fol
lowing subjects that have been added or have replaced a few of 

those listed: speech, trigonometry, psychology, and ethics.

More electives may be offered at the present time as there are 
more teachers, nine in all.

A secular teacher teaches physical training through
out the school and superintends the girls’ basketball.

Each year the High ¿School and the grades present 

several good plays. A Class Play, Junior-Senior Banquet, and Alum- 
ni Banquet are yearly occasions looked forward to by the students. 1

1. Electives — x.



In the fall of 1919, the pastor, Heverend J, M. Hanson, 
made application to Des Moines to have the school placed on the 

accredited list, Two months later, J, A* Foster, then Inspector 
of Secondary Schools, visited the school, and at the next meet
ing of the board the school was fully accredited by the State*

The following is a copy of his letter which gave so 
much happiness and encouragement to the people of ¿>t, Joseph's*

Des Moines, Iowa 
May 20, 1920
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Bev. J. M. Hanson 
Dunlap, Iowa
Dear Father Hanson:

At the meeting of the Board of Secondary School 
Halations in Cedar Eapids, May 17, 1920, the applica
tion of St. Joseph's High School, Dunlap, for affilia
tion was considered. It was unanimously voted the scho
ol be placed on the accredited list*

lou may assure the teachers, patrons, and the 
pupils of the St. Joseph's High School that the gradu
ates beginning with the class of 1920 will be admitted 
without examination to the State University of Iowa,
Iowa State College, and the Iowa State Teachers' College.

This recognition comes because you and the peo
ple of your community have had certain ideals regarding 
the facilities which should be provided in educating 
your children.

All concerned are to be congratulated upon the 
kind of work which is being done in your school.

With kindest personal regards, I am 
Very sincerely yours,
John E. Foster, Secretary
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At the graduating exercises on June 6, 1920, a class of 
ten graduates, five boys and five girls, had the distinction 
of being the first to finish from St. Joseph’s as an accredited 

High School. This class was also the first to publish a year 
book, "Saint Joseph’s Chimes",

The school continued to increase in attendance. The 
number had now reached two hundred and sixteen with nine full 
time teachers.

.Another important feature of 1920 was the fact that the 
students, twelve in number, took part in the first Declamatory 
Contest. These contests are held annually at Saint Joseph’s 
by pupils chosen from the speech class.

The following year, August 1921, the hearts of the 
people were saddened when they learned that the Bishop of Des 
Moines was soon to transfer Reverend Father Hanson to Stuart, 
Iowa. The parishioners realized how much he had done to make 
their school one of the outstanding schools of the diooese.
He was succeeded by Reverend G. J. Toher who came to Saint 

Patrick’s from the Des Moines Catholic College, where ior the 
past six jears he had been its president.

The school under his guidance continued to progress. 

Father Toher taught Latin, religion and history during his stay 
in Dunlap. Besides he gave much of his time to dramatics and 
speeoh. A number of very excellent plays were presented by 
Saint Joseph's High bohool children under Father Toher.



Esther John Troy* in the spring of 1925, came to Saint 
Patrick’s to succeed Father Toher, who was appointed pastor in 
Stuart, Iowa. This move involved a promotion for Father Hanson, 

who then became the pastor of the Visitation Church in Des Moines.
About this time the school attendance gradually decreased, 

due to the fact that a number of farmers moved farther west and 
the Sisters closed the boarders’ apartments, which had been open 
for thirteen years. The roads were now in such good condition 
that it was possible to drive to school in all kinds of weather.

After a very short stay in Dunlap, Father Troy left to 
take up work in Saint Paul, Minnesota, in the fall of 1927. The 
work of St, Patrick’s parish was then assigned to Eev. Father 
Cletus Portel, of Council Bluffs. Soon after his coming he 

learned that the building of a new church was the difficult task 

allotted to him. He began plans at once and by spring everything 
was in readiness to start. By fall a beautiful new rock church 

was completed and dedicated. Father Portel, having finished this 
great undertaking, turned his attention to the school. Every 
morning Father teaches religion throughout the school. He is 
greatly interested in the boys’ athletics and directs their daily 
practice. He insists that good sports are means of building char
acter, and he is insistent that the very best work be done. Under 
his guidance and coaching Saint Joseph's Basket Ball team has been
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successful in winning many trophies. He hires a secular teach
er to teach physical training to all the children throughout the 

year. In 1932 one of the eighth grade girls, Luoille Houston, won 
trie county spelling contest.

The girls of the school are very conspicuous in their very 
attractive hut neat uniform of blue serge. This custom was intro

duced in 1926. The response is now very gratifying in spite of 
the opposition this request brought -when it was first broached.

The uniform is now part oi Saint Joseph’s equipment which no one 
would want to dispense with.

The number of pupils and teachers for the past five years 
at St. Joseph’s varies only a little. In 1933 one hundred and 
fifty students were under the control of eight Sisters, the pastor 
and one secular teacher1.

At the end of the same year their Alumni numbered two 
hundred and twenty-one members.

Most of the girls follow the teaching or nursing pro
fession, and a large percentage of the boys engage in farming, 
as would be ejected in a farming district, A few have taken

up clerical work in the city, and a few others have taken up
2law and engineering # * •

1. Personal interview with Sister Clotilda, March 6, 1933,

• School Records of St, Joseph's School, Dunlap, Iowa, June 7, 
1933.
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CHAPTER X

SAIlffi AHTHONY’S SCHOOL 

DES MOIKES, IOWA

It was in the fall of 1912 that the Sisters of Humility 
opened St. Anthony’s School which is located on 1209 Columbus 
Avenue, South Des Moines, Iowa. The nationality of the people 
living in this parish is largely Italian with a few of Irish 

descent.
In the invitation given to the Sisters of Humility to 

teach the Italian children of St. Anthony's we can observe how 

admirably Divine Providence adapts the means to the ends which 
are to be accomplished or to the work desired by His servants.

It had been the ardent wish of a number of the members of this 
Conmunity to labor in foreign fields. This desire had been 
denied these religious until the opening of St. Anthony's.
This school with its foreign element gave these zealous workers 
an opportunity to do the same work for Christ as is being done 
in His foreign vineyard.

The founder of this parish and school. Father Viotor 
Homanelli, was b o m  and educated in Italy. After his ordina

tion in 1906^ he oame to Des Moines at the request of the Italian

1. Interview with Sister Borromeo, one of the first teachers,
May 8, 1933.
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government to minister to the Italians in this settlement*
i %

Very few of them could speak English and for this reason were in 
need of a priest who oould understand and talk their language* 

First of all Father Romanelli was to tend to their spiritual 
needs; and secondly, he was to be their guide and adviser in a 

strange country where laws, customs, and language were so dif

ferent from those they had left*

Immediately after his arrival in the city of Des Moines 
he began the difficult work before him by purchasing a block of 
property on the South Side in the midst of the homes of the peo

ple he was to serve. Over this block were scattered several 
small houses. One of these he used as a rectory, and one he 
kept for a home for the Sisters, when he would be able to secure 
them* He realized only too well that the Sisters he would en
gage as his co-workBrs must be filled with a time missionary 
spirit, ready to endure all kinds of poverty and hardships.

In July 19111 two Sisters of Humility, Sisters 
Mary Dominica and Eulalia, were collecting through St. Anthony's 
parish, met the pastor, Bev. Father Bomanelli, and thus became 
acquainted with this zealous pastor and his work. When he learn
ed that these Sisters were keenly interested in his field of la

bor, he invited them to be the teachers of his school, They glad

ly promised to take up the matter with Reverend Mother Ligouri, 
who was then Mother General. 'They pleaded his cause so well that 

in a few weeks after their return home Mother and her assistant

1. Community records of St. Joseph’s Convent, Ottunm, Iowa,
VoX. 1, p. 8.



made St. Anthony's a visit, and after interviewing Father 

Bomanelli, gave their promise of four Sisters to take up the 
work the following fall.

In 1908 he had built a one-story pressed brick structure 

fifty-two by seventy-eight feet. This building presented the 
problem of combining a church and a school. The church, now 
the first story, was later to be made into schoolrooms. This 

structure was built with a temporary flat roof, which in time 
could be removed and the building raised to a two-story build
ing, the top floor to be used as a school. This was done in 
1911 in preparation for the beginning of school. This seoond 
floor contained four standard sized schoolrooms with cloak 
rooms for each room, A wide corridor ran the length of the 

building. The four schoolrooms had a total capacity of one 
hundred and fifty pupils.

One would naturally think that since most of these 

people were very poor and not accustomed to contribute toward 
the education of their children, the school would be poorly 

equipped, but the contrary is true, for when the Sisters of 

Humility came to open St. Anthony's they found it well furnish
ed and equipped. The pastor insisted that what was bought for 
the school must be the very best. Each room was furnished with 
the latest adjustable pedestal desks, slate boards, globes, maps, 
and supplementary readers. At the end of each room was a cloak
room. In the corridors were placed two sanitary drinking fonts.
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The walls of every schoolroom were decorated by beautiful 
pictures which attract the attention of all vho enter these rooms. 

The selection of these was made by the pastor who came from the land 

of art and who loved the beautiful. This was brought to light in 
almost everything at St. Anthony’s except the location of the chur

ch group which is very undesirable, for the ground is low, damp, 

and surrounded on all sides by unsightly buildings. Father Boman- 

elli realized this, but he felt that if he wished to accomplish the 

end for which he crossed the Atlantio, he must be in the midst of 

his people, otherwise they would not respond to the teachings of 
the church and school.

On September 7, 1912, four Sisters of Humility, namely 
Sisters Mary Coelia, Humilita, Borromeo, and Begis opened St. 
Anthony’s School. The opening attendance numbered two hundred, 
and before the end of the first week fifty more pupils sought 
admittance^-. On the following Monday another teacher, Sister Mary 
Philomene, was added to the staff. The four class rooms could not 
accommodate the two hundred and fifty now enrolled, so a portion 

of the church, twenty-five by twenty-five, was partitioned off for 
a schoolroom. This took care of the primary ohildren. During the 

first years the pastor and his assistant taught the religion class-
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es in the ohurch. '-¿‘he church singing was also taught there, 
thus at times relieving the crowded conditions.

She teachers have attempted to better conditions hut 
at all times have been hampered by want of room and home train
ing of the children. The parents, many of them did not under
stand the English language and knew nothing of the American meth
ods of living or the necessity of supporting a school, as the 
government in their country had taken care of church and school. 
Yet these people are anxious to have their children with the Sis
ters. Each year, however, they must be refused admittance.

The text books and many of the supplies are purchas
ed by the parish. Each child was asked to contribute one dollar 
a year for books. The purchase and selection of books was al
ways in the hands of the Sisters, 'fhus they had the newest from 

the beginning. In 1912 the following text books were usedt- 
Christian brothers* Catechism, Bosary, O'Brien, and Shields Head

ers, Hamilton's Arithmetic, Palmer Method of Penmanship, Progres

sive Speller, Atwood and Frye Geography, Lawler’s U. S. History, 
O'Shea’s Hygiene, and Hill's Civics1.

The Publio Sohool teachers of the McKinley School, 
locateci a block north of St. Anthony's, expressed themselves 

as delighted when the Sisters opened St. Anthony’s School, not 
so much that it would lighten their burden, but that these

1. Personal interview with Sister Angela, May 10, 1933.
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children would respond, more readily to the teaching of the 

Sisters than they would to that of the secular teachers. They 
were very helpful to the Sisters in aiding them in the grading 
of the children, many of whom had been their former pupils.

The children of these foreign parents are not as stu
dious as the .American children and do not give as satisfactory 

results as the Sisters would like despite the new teaching de

velopment used —  correlative reading, visual instruction, problem- 

project methods, and character education. It is not difficult to 

analyze the reason for this as these children are hampered at home. 
Their parents, especially the mothers, speak no English, know nothing 
of the child's school life, and therefore show no interest.

The discipline has always been a matter of concern, es
pecially with the older boys. The truant officer has been a 
frequent visitor at St. Anthony's. The American children are 
helpful in keeping up the spirit of study in the school. They 
are an incentive for good character. What these Italian children 
lack in interest in their regular school work, they make up in 
their interest in and love of music, entertainments, and athletics.
At this time the athletics in the school were not organized as they 
are today.

The pastor knowing their appreciation of music pur

chased a piano and a victrola with the very best records that could 
be bought. Eaoh year the children give several splendid enter
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Six months after the school had started and the Sisters 

and pupils were adjusted to their new surroundings, Father 

Bomanelli decided to return to his native land as he felt that 

he had accomplished the work he had been sent to do*
Bev. John Noonan of Creston, Iowa, was sent to take 

his place January 4, 19131. He was a man quite suited to the 
place. The school prospered under him. His great problem was 
to raise sufficient means to carry on the work so well begun.
He made an appeal to the otiier parishes of the city that their
charity be extended to St. Anthony’s rather than to a foreign

l

mission. He considered St. Anthony’s a foreign mission which 
was in their very midst. Many of them responded generously, 
non-Catholios as well as Catholics. The real burden of sup

port fell on the Irish people of the parish.
The school attendance grew to three hundred in 

1918. Father Noonan decided to have an annex built to accom

modate the kindergarten and first grade. This building, sixty 
feet by thirty, could accommodate one hundred children. The 

five old schoolrooms could then be used for the remaining seven 

grades. This new department was equipped and furnished with 
all that a modern kindergarten should have:- oak tables, chairs, 
charts, victrola, piano, slate blackboards, flash cards, and other

1. Personal interview with Sr. Angela, May 18, 1933.



supplies. Two teachers, Sisters M. Lucille and Hugh, came to 
work in this new department. The number of pupils now reached 
three hundred with eight Sisters, the pastor, and his assistant 
to teach them. Father Noonan was a good leader and under his 
leadership the school continued to advance.

The teachers and people were terribly grieved when it 
was learned that they were to lose their pastor, Father Noonan, 
who was to be transferred to the new St. Augustine's parish, 
fiev. J. T. McGinnis of Bayard, Iowa, was appointed to take his 

place.

Work in the school under the supervision of Father 
McGinnis continued about the same. Each year there could have 

been an increased attendance; but room would not permit, and 

the number cf pupils remained around three hundred. Throughout 
the first years few pupils stayed to finish the eighth grade.
In fact, many stopped school in the sixth grade, so the num-

\

bers in the higher grades numbered only twenty-five.

In the fall of 1917 a Community House was built on 
the church property just south of the school. It is a large, 
frame building containing an auditorium, gymnasium, skating 
rink, swimming pool, showers, and club rooms, which are open 
to St. Anthony's children at all times. Two Catholic girls, 
one a former pupil of St. Anthony's, are in charge and give much 
of their time to teaching the pupils athletics, physical train

ing, and home economics. In this auditorium the children's
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operettas, entertainments, and commencements are held.

Early in the history of the school the Parent-Teachers 

Association was organized. It is an outstanding organization 

and is a real help to St, Anthony’s School, Every month they 

realize about twenty-five dollars, and more if a large project 

is to be taken care of« For eight years this association has 
provided milk for the undernourished children, many of whom 

are found in this school, They purchased a mimeograph which is 
a great help in the preparation of school work where each teach
er’s pupils number more than forty-five.

In 1926^ on account of failing health, Father McGinnis 
was obliged to give up his work at St. Anthony's. The parish and 
school were then placed under the direction of two temporary pas
tors, Rev. J, do human, and Rev. T, Donahoe, until 1928 when Rev.
C, Lalley was appointed to the pastorate of St, Anthony's. He 
did not come to them as a stranger, for he had endeared himself 
to the parishioners of St* Anthony's when he was their assistant 

pastor in 1913-1914. Father Lalley's zeal knows no bounds. The 

fall after his coming he realized how handicapped the school was 

far more room, so he began plans to build a new church so that the 
entire structure then being used for both church and school could 
be used for school alone. 1

1. Personal interview with Sr. M. Glare, August 1, 1932.



<Vhen the beautiful new edifiee which is built on Indianola 
Hoad was finished, the old church was remodeled and nade into 
four classrooms, The school now has ten rooms. Each room is 

given to one grade instead of two, as formerly. The attendance 

in 1933 was four hundred and thirty-three with sixteen teachers 

teaching in the nine grades including pre-primary. This new 

school, which is valued at fifty thousand dollars, is well fitted 

to take care of five hundred children. Unfortunately this number 
is not nearly all the children that should be under the Sisters' 
care but room will not allow them to take more.

Most of the children now remain to finish the eighth 
grade and go to High School —  a great change from former years, 
St, Anthony’s School graduates about forty-five pupils each year, 
from which number more than ninety percent go to High School,
Some enter St. Joseph’s Academy, Des Moines Catholic Academy, or 
the High Schools throughout the city. Most attend Lincoln Public 
High School, a few blocks from St. Anthony’s. A few girls find 
their way to Ottumwa Heights Academy and College. The following 
was taken from the "Catholic Messenger" June 4th, 1933.

"In the Lincoln High graduating class of 193a, 
about one hundred in number, there are thirty-four 
Catholics,

In honor of this and true to the teaching of the 
Holy Mother Churoh that no important step should be 
talien without prayer and reoeption of the Sacrament
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Father Lalley, their pastor, will on Sunday, June 4, 
dedicate the 8 o’clock Mass to the graduates,

it this special service the thirty-four young 
people and the Catholic alumni of Lincoln High 
will receive Holy Communion. In caps and gowns 
they will solemnly march into the church in a 
body, led by a young woman and young man of the 
alumni and alumnae respectively.

Father Lalley will deliver a special bacca
laureate semon and after Mass breakfast will be 
served to all."

Since 1930 a few of the students find their way to 
College each year. On June 6, 1933, eight boys, graduates of 
St. Anthony’s eighth grade, finished the Des Moines Catholic 
Junior College, and two girls won honors at Ottumwa Heights 
College.

Hev. Paul Marasko of Granger and Eev. John ildera, 
one of the teachers at the Catholic College, are former St.
Anthony boys. These priests, by their example and influence, 
go far in aiding the Sisters in their efforts to encourage the 
boys to go in for higher education.

In 1933 the Sisters introduced the departmentalized 

work beginning with the fourth grade. So far the results are 
gratifying. For the past eight years the teachers have kept 

close to Iowa’s State Course of Study for the grades.
The following text books are now being used:- 

Christian Brother's Catechism, Gilmore Bible History, Knight’s 
Arithmetics with workbook, Horn-Ashbaugh Speller, Sister Celeste's 
U. S. History with workbook, O’Shea's Hygiene, Iowa History, Human 

Geography, LaSalle Header as a basic reader, Tanner's English,



Fuller'a Course in Music, and Palmer Penmanship. Courses in 
drawing, physical training, and home economics are conducted 

twice a week at the Community House,

Each year these children are trained for First Holy 
Communion, Confirmation, Coronation of Our Lady, and a public 

procession of the Blessed Sacrament. The Immaculata Sodality, 
which numbers about three hundred members, takes a very active 

part in the church's activities. The Italian children are always 
delighted to take part in public ceremonies.

During the first years the Sisters of Humility were 
teaching St. Anthony's School it was a real problem to get many 
of the children to attend Mass on Sunday. This was due to the 
fact that their parents were careless and did not give the ex
ample, nor did they encourage the children's attendance. To 
overcome this situation it was necessary to use much tact and 
patience. It was done with such success that now the children 
are present not only at Mass on Sunday but every day in the week.

It is apparent that if the good ■work continues 
in the future as it has in the past, in spite of many hardships 
and sacrifices, the future generations will be practical Catholics 
and good citizens.

In 1931 the pastor, Father Lalley, made a survey 
and a study of Church records to learn what Catholic education had 
done for the boys and girls of St. Anthony’s. His report was very 

encouraging. Most of the children who had gone through St. Anthony's
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School were faithful to their religion, ill but five who had 
married were married in the Church.

in interesting feature of the schoolwork is the Clinic 
Service and Health Inspection given these children, i school 
nurse visits the school each week and spends one-half day there. 

Her visits help the Sisters to impress the pupils with cleanli
ness and proper care of their bodies. This task, so important 

and so often neglected in their homes, is an education that the 
teaohers feel ranks next to the teaching of religion. Many of 
the children have tuberculosis.

The school goes in for many contests and has been very 
successful. Both boys and girls are greatly interested in 
basketball. During their High School Course they are among 
the leaders in athletics. John Green won twelve letters. Their 

names, so difficult to spell and pronounce, are often seen head
ing the list in games and contests. The following is an article 

pertaining to one of the contests.

"St. Anthony's parochial school has won city
wide recognition in the recent poster contest, 
sponsored by the Auxiliary of the Amerioan Legion.
The contest was a demand for art projects and took 
the form of "Poppy Posters".

Both public and parochial schools entered. St. 
Anthony’s school carried highest honors. This scho
ol won first place over all on the poster made by 
Katherine Marie Murphy. It was the project entitled 
"Help Those >vho Remain".

Miss Rosie Alessio of the same school carried 
second place with her project, "Lest We Forget", and 
honorable mention was given Rachael Romeo of St.
Anthony's with "Buy Poppies". All posters showed 
unusual technique. The school is in charge of the 
Sisters of the Holy Humility of Mary from Ottumwa".



Two choirs are made up of the school children. They are 
excellent singers.

The Alumni who number seven hundred and sixty-eight mem
bers hold their annual get-together at the Community House. They 
are loyal and helpful to their Alma Mater, both morally and ma
terially.

St. Anthony's is the largest parochial grade sohool in 

the Des Moines Diocese, and is a school where the teachers get 
the most apparent satisfaction from their teaching, for at every 
step the good they do is seen. The great sacrifices and hardships 
they endure to make their pupils good Catholics and useful citizens 
have a reward even in this world.

The children of the ¿>outh Side are loyal and affectionate 
to the Sisters and defend them and their cause by word and often 

by fist. In their poverty they are generous and ready to share 
fruits, vegetables, and bread with the Sisters; even the newsboy 
must save one paper for his teachers.

The late Archbishop Austin Dowling of St. Paul, the first 
bishop of Des Moines, made the following remark at a gathering of 
his priests.

"The Sisters of Humility on the South Side are 
doing the best work in the Diocese of DesMoines, I 
might say in the State. There has been a complete 
renovation there since they started the school. It 
means work and hard work, but how great will be the 
reward".
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CHAPTER XI

SAINT PATRICK'S SCHOOL 

GEORGETOWN, IOWA

The parish of St* Patrick's, Georgetown, Iowa, was estab

lished away back in 1848* when Rev. John Allerman, a Dominican 
Missionary, said the first Mass there. Georgetown, once known 

as Staoyville, is a little hamlet consisting of a church, rectory 

school, auditorium, country store, and three cottages.
The church is a beautiful edifice built of red brick 

which the parishioners quarried and hauled eight miles by ox- 
team. These early pioneer Catholics, with an architect and two 
carpenters to direct and help them, built a splendid edifice which 
stands today on an elevation of land overlooking the surrounding 

oountry. fhis ohuroh erected under such difficult conditions is 
indeed a monument to the faith and sacrifice of these early set

tlers. Melrose, Albia, Hiteman, and Weller parishes have branched 
from St. Patrick's.

In October 1882 arrangements were made by Bishop 

Mullen of Dubuque and Mother M. Prances, than Mother General of 
the Sisters of Humility in Ottumwa, Iowa, to have the Sisters 1 2

1. Ohuroh records of St. Patrick's Churoh, Georgetown, Iowa,
Vol. 1, p. 1.

2. Community records of Sisters of Humility, St. Joseph Convent,
Ottumwa, Iowa, Vol. 1, p. 1.



teach, the district school, ^his unusual request came to the Sis
ters not long after they were established in Iowa. Since most 

of the children of this district were Catholics, Rev. John Ryan 
thought it advisable to have the Sisters for their teachers. It 
was also the wish of a number of the parents, as they themselves 
had been taught in Catholic schools before they came to live in 
Georgetown.

In the fall of 18821 Sister Mary Angeline, later Mother 

General of the order, took the County ftxamination in preparation 
for the work assigned her in Georgetown. She as superior was 
assisted by Sisters Mary Ignatius, and Bernard. They took care 

of the school, church work, and choir. Sister Mary Bernard, 
whose duty it was to teach music and art, accompanied Sister 
Mary Angeline every day to her school, which Was but a short dis
tance from the convent where Sister Mary Ignatius kept che "Home 
Fires Burning" and between times taught Catechism to the smaller 

children. Interesting and humorous accounts have been given of 
the work done in this school,

bister Mary Bernard taught art and fancy work and help
ed with the school work in a part of the one room school while 
Sister M. Angeline carried on the classes of three "B*s" in ano

ther part of it. The school was the traditional district school 
common in Iowa in those times. Forty of fifty pupils, mostly 
Catholics, attended. Religion was taught for one hour after 

school was dismissed. Two Sisters of Humility, Sisters Mary

1, Community records of Sisters of Humility, St, Joseph's Con
vent, Ottumwa, lava, Vol. 1, p. 1,
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Immaculate and Henrietta, were at one time pupils of this school. 
Catechism was also taught one half hour before the eleven o'clock 

Mass on Sundays. The children sat on each side of the middle 
aisle and filled the pews almost to the hack of the church. The 
children sang their first High Mass on Christmas morning 1882.

The gallery from which they sang was made of hoards elevated on 

a pile of shingles in the corner of the church. The Sisters' 

home was the old "Stage Coach Inn" on a hill just west of the church 
on Highway Ho. 34. It was a two-story frame building painted white 
with green shutters.

School continued until June 18831. When the Sisters re
turned to the Mother house for their vaoation the new pastor, Rev.
J. Moynohan, wrote to Mother Frances asking her not to send the 
Sisters back to Georgetown. This was a great blow to the people 
who were inconsolable. They made three attempts to have the Sis
ters return, and the Sisters, in spite cf the hardships they were 
obliged to endure* regretted that they had to give up their work.
The people had been extremely kind to them and they had learned 
to love thse single country children who were always so docile 
and obedient.

When Rev. P. J. Murphy was appointed pastor of St. Pat
rick's in Januray 1913^, his first thought was to establish a 1 2

1. Records of St. Patrick's Church, Georgetown, Iowa, Vol.l, p. 1.
2. Personal interview with Father Murphy, Sept. 1934.
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Catholic school for the children of St. Patrick’s Parish. When 
he suggested this to the people, however, he was astonished to 

learn that these people, otherwise greatly devoted to everything 
Catholic, were opposed to opening a school. He received no en
couragement or assistance as the early Catholics remembered how 
very grieved they were in not being able to keep the Sisters the 
first time. They hesitated for fear this sad experience would be 
repeated.

In spite of the opposition of the people Father Murphy 
began the erection of a school and convent. Before the completion 

of the convent which was built first, Father Murphy’s health fail
ed him and ha was obliged to be away from his parish for eight 

months. Hence the work was delayed. During the summer of 1913, 
Bishop Davis of Davenport instructed Father John Hartigan, who took 

Father Murphy’s place during his absence, to continue with the work 

of the school. The Bishop also requested Mother Liguori to send 
two Sisters t o teach at Georgetown.

Sisters Mary Loretta and Philomine were assigned as 
teachers of S^. Patrick’s School. Sister Mary Loretta taught the 
distriot school on the same spot as Mother iugeline had done in 

1882. As only the children living in the district were allowed 
to come to this school, two rooms in the convent were used for 
school rooms to accommodate the children of the parish not be

longing to the district, ^his work was given to Sister Mary Phil
omine. The arrangement continued for about two months. Then all



the children in the lower grades were given to one teacher arri. 

the seventh and eighth grades to the other.

•¡hen Father Murphy returned in Hovember, he hastened 
the completion of the new school, which was ready for occupancy 

January 3, 1914^. .Another teacher, Sister Mary Baphael, was sent 
to teach in the new building.

The new school building is a large frame structure 
with four large schoolrooms, a library, and a science room. It 
nicely accommodates all the children of the parish who are within 
school distance.

The High School was established in 1915 and has al
ways been veil attended as it is the only Catholic Higji School in 
Monroe county. The grades are usually small due to the fact that 
most of the girls who finish St. Patrick’s take up teaching as a 
profession and teach the district schools around Georgetown.

Many of the younger children attend the district schools, so that 
these schools may be kept open and that their older sisters may 
have occupation.

When plans for the Convent were being made, the parish
ioners living a long way from the school requested that accommoda

tions be made to kaep the children from Monday until Friday. This 
was done, and the Sisters kept boarders until 19273 when this was 1
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1. Personal interview with Sister M. Philomine, lug. 1932.
2. Personal interview with Sister M. Loretta at Georgetown, Sept.

1921.
3. Ibid.
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discontinued as the roads were now excellent and the children 
could easily drive.

In 1920̂ - the parish built a modern, up-to-date hall which 
serves the purpose of suditorium, gymnasium, and community house 
where athletics, entertainments, and all parish activities are 
held*

Since the children of the district, both Catholios and 

non-Catholics, attend St. Patrick’s school free of charge, the 
directors decided to make one room of the school a public school 
which receives public money, and is under the direction of county 
superintendent•

At the present there are seven teachers, three of these 
teach in High School and four care for the grades and music.

^he State Course of Study is closely followed. Practi

cally all the girls who graduate take iqp teaching as a profession* 
The boys become farmers. Of late years, there are a few who are 

attending different colleges. In former years a goodly number of 
girls attended the Academy in Ottumwa for their High School work 
and for music* 1

1. Eeoords of St. Patrick’s School, Georgetown, Iowa, 1915.



CHAPTER XII

OTTUMEA HEIGHTS ACADEMY 
OTTUMEA, I (TEA

This chapter on Ottumwa Heights Academy, formerly St, 
Joseph Academy, should he and is of special interest to the Sis
ters of Humility and their pupils as it is so closely connected 
with their Motherhouse and Novitiate. It is in this Academy and 

the College that the Sisters are prepared to teach hundreds of 
hoys and girls in their parochial and public schools throughout 

the State* It is also of great interest to those who observe 

educational progress to know that it is an institution which has 
risen from a humble beginning to a high rank among kindred schools 
of the State*

It was in 1894*# as stated in Chapter 1 of this history, 

that the germ of Ottumwa Heights Academy was planted when the Sis
ters of Humility bought from the Sisters of the Visitation the 

property on Fourth Street where a school had already been in pro
gress twenty-five years.

The present Acadeny and Motherhouse were completed in 

1913 , Situated on a tract of one hundred and twenty-five acres 
just north of Ottumwa, these buildings form one of the outstanding 
institutions of the State* An Aoademy, College, and Normal Train

ing sahool, each of which holds the highest grade of State recogni-

1* Community records of Sisters of Humility, St. Joseph Convent, 
Ottumwa, Iowa.

2. Ibid,



tion, are here conducted by the Sisters of Humility.
Although the site is ideal for a boarding school, there 

is a disadvantage in being beyond the city limits, ^he nearest 

car or bus service available is about three quarters of a mile 

distant from the school. Until quite recently the day pupils were 

obliged to walk this distance twice daily. How, however, through 
the oourtesy of the Street Railway officials, the service of trans

portation is offered morning and evening. ®ith the elimination of 
these hardships, the enrollment of day pupils from the city was 
greatly increased.

In the spring and sunnier of 1914 the Sisters worked hard 
to get the new building in readiness for the fall, when the boarding 
school whiah had been conducted at the old convent on a small scale, 
was to be transferred to the new Academy. Eight Sisters with Mother 
Ligouri as superior and Sister Mary Geraldine, directress of the 
school, took charge of the new establishment. These Sisters suc
cessfully filled these difficult positions for twelve years. Their 

kindly dispositions and great confidence in God coupled with a gift 
for management overcame difficulties and the work succeeded in spite 
of many problems that presented themselves.

The new structure is a massive building five stories in 

height with two attractive entrances. The exterior of the building 

is a red pressed brick with a trim of Indiana limestone. The first 
and second floors are occupied by spacious vestibules, large recep
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tion rooms, class rooms, music hall, domestic science room, refec
tories, kitchens, and a gymnasium, '¿'he fourth and fifth floors 
are occupied by sleeping apartments, recreation rooms, and class 

rooms, ill the rooms are well lighted, ventilated, and heated.
The beautiful Sacred Heart Chapel, which is the center of 

this large building, is on the second floor. It has entrances 
from both wings, The assemblies, library, and the auditorium are 
on the floor below. This latter has a seating capacity of about 
three hundred and is fully equipped to meet the needs of the dra
matic club.

Toward the end of the first year, April 6, 1914, a cyclone 
played havoc with the west wing of the new building. The wind com

ing from the west tore away the tile roof, and as it fell, it broke 
windows and destroyed much property. The destruction and confusion 
at this time of the year was keenly felt.

The initial attendance at the new acadeny was fifty.

Owing to an increase in the number of pupils the east wing, which was 

originally intended for the motherhouse, was completed in 1919, and 
a part of it used for the grades schoolroom and sleeping apartments 
for the younger children.

The curriculum at this time included the subjects of 
secondary schools plus the domestic science course. Outside the 
regular oourse the following were offered: a business course 
conprising stenography, typing, and business correspondence; les

sons in needlework; painting, oil, pastel, or china; and music, 
instrumental and vocal. The recreation of the girls then consisted
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of dances, entertainments, movies, walks each day in the open, 

and parties. The Iowa State Course of Study was followed through
out the school.

Each year some improvements have been made in the land
scaping of the .Academy grounds. The beautiful campus is one of 
the treasured memories of every Acadeny girl. Many times after 
a strenuous day of study she has found peaceful relaxation amid 

its soothing beauties. The campus is completely equipped with 
tennis, golf, basketball, and hockey courts which stimulate 
wholesome sport.

In 1916 the final organization of. the Alumnae was ac
complished. The Alumnae had its beginning at the old school in 

the stunner of 1898, when all the pupils who had been educated at 
what was then St. Joseph’s Academy were invited to attend a meet
ing for the purpose of organizing an alumnae. Many former pupils 
from many different states in the Union responded gladly and 
those who could not come sent letters of the deepest regret.
The thought of an annual meeting at the old Alma Mater, the 
Academy, with former teachers who were very dear to them and with 
fellow students met with genuine enthusiasm. Edith Doak of Bloom
field, Iowa, was elected first president, and Susie Carr, Melrose, 
Iowa, was secretary. A tentative constitution was drawn up. The 
final one was adopted after the Sisters were established in the 
new Academy. Many beautiful and practical gifts have been dona

ted by the Alumnae. The latest is an insurance policy made out
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to their Alma Mater. These material gifts have been and are 

very helpful* but far superior to the financial assistance is 

the moral support given the Acadenty through the wholesome, clean, 

practical example of the individual Alumnae. Such examples are 
indeed true advertisements as other parents are encouraged to 
send their children to Ottumwa Heights Academy.

The Institute has received many favorable aclmowledgments, 
both public and private, for its system of education and the re
sults obtained. The attendance during the first ten years was 
quite satisfactory. Only one time in the history of the Academy 
did the number reach two hundred. Prom the beginning of the 
Academy there had always been a grade school and a day school 
connected with it. In 1920 much stress was placed on the day 
school as then it became more convenient for the girls to get 
to the Acadeny.

In 1916, two years after the opening of the school, it 
was placed on the list of accredited school's. In 1924 the crown

ing steps in the affiliation of the Aoadem,* was reached. At the 

Convention of the North Central Association of Secondary Colleges 

and Schools held in Chicago, November 1924, Ottumwa Heights Acade
my with and enrollment of 132 pupils was admitted as a member.

The same year, "The Echo", was begun. It is a month

ly nev/spaper of student activities edited by the students of the 
Academy. "The Echo" has a threefold purpose: first, to keep the 
Alumnae informed as to the doings of their school, secondly, to



chronicle the worthwhile happenings about school, and thirdly, to 
stimulate the literary efforts of the student body. This paper is 
very popular and is read by a large number of students and Alumnae 

There are at present over four hundred graduates from 
the Academy since 1914.

The following tribute was given by Rev. J. M. .Valsh as 
he introduced Rev. J. McCormick, S, J. at the Commencement Exercis 

es June 6, 1928, when twenty-eight finished:
"The pupils who leave the threshold of Ottumwa 

Heights College go forth strong in faith and, I know 
from my dealings with many of them, live the life of 
good practical Catholics. The graduates of this Aca
demy are prepared to take their places in the home 
as common sense women. They have learned not only 
to play the musical instruments and to be proficient 
in the various branches of academic studies, but more 
than all of these they have been trained in their 
faith and in the duties of the home."

After many years of strenuous labor Sister M. 
Geraldine, who had given ample proof of her extraordinary abil
ity as directress of the Academy, was elected Mother General of 
the Order in August 1927. Sister Hazel Marie took up the director 
ship of the school and still holds this position to the satisfac
tion of both faculty and students.

The curriculum of Ottumwa Heights Academy embraced 
the Aoademic, Domestic Science, Music, Art, Commercial, and Pre
paratory Courses. The curriculum though enlarged and enriched 

to meet present day requirements, does not differ fundamentally 
from the earliest oourse in vogue at 3t. Joseph’s.
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The title, St. Joseph’s, was officially changed to 
Ottumwa Heights Academy, and a new set of Incorporation Papers

4

were drawn up for the -̂ lma Mater in June 19S0. It has been just 
a bit difficult for the pupils to know their former St. Joseph’s 
Academy as Ottumwa Heights Academy.

Students have always taken an active interest in extra 
ourricular activities of the Academy and have frequently been 
winners in different contests. The following is an account of 
one of the Sodality activities.

"One of the activities in which practically every 
girl in the Academy and Junior College is interested 
is the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Sodal
ity was reorganized last year following the plans pro
posed by Father Daniel Lord, S. J. This plan to make 
the Sodality more truly an effective association will 
bring true Catholic practices and doctrines persist
ently into the lives of the menbers. The various units 
each working independently of all the others and yet 
so closely bound together in purpose give a greater 
impetus to individual endeavor, and each gives every
one a chance to do work on a project in which she is 
interested. The organization of the units into a 
working whole, with the definite aim of honoring our 
Lady and making her the exanple of all virtue to the 
young lady, motivates the practices and now trains 
the Sodalists for larger duties in the future."

The girls of Ottumwa Heights Aoademy have always 
been very enthusiastic about dramatics. In 1926 the Academy- 

Dramatic Club was organized. The club’s function in the scho

ol was to promote the study and presentation of plays, to a- 
waken interest in the drama, and to give its members a know

ledge of the better plays. For the past three years it has 

been one of the most active organizations in the school.
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Eaoh year a lay women’s retreat, under the auspices of 
Ottumwa Heights Academy and Oollege Alumnae is held at the 

Academy* More than one hundred enter into these retreats each 
year, several states are always represented.

The success of a school is measured by the lives of 
its graduates. Since the year of 1894 classes of young ladies 
have left the sheltered walls of Ottumwa Heights Academy. A 

quiet dignity, a natural simplicity, and a gracious consideration 

for others which constitute the charm of a truly educated woman 
admirably fit the Ottumwa Heights Academy graduates for the so

cial world. Their course of training imbues them with Catholio 

principles and fortifies them with a moral power which will en
able them to adhere to the demands of truth and right in the 
midst of a world of shifting values and unchristian liberties.

The loyalty of her graduates is the treasured boast of Ottumwa 
Heights. tfor forty years the standards of their Alma Mater have 
been blazoned forth by the righteous lives of a devoted Alumnae. 
The Sisters feel confident that the future growth of the Academy 
is assured by the Catholic leadership and fidelity of her gradu
ates.

Thus the work begun by eight obscure women lives on 
in the life of every soul who is privileged to attend Ottunwa 
Heights Academy*



CHAPTER XIII

OCR LADY OP LOURDES SCHOOL 
BETTEHDORF, IOWA

When viewing Our Lady of Lourdes School, Bettendorf, 
little is thought of the history that is connected with the 
old mansion where the Sisters of Humility conduct a school 
for the children of the parish.

Bettendorf, once known as Gilbert, is a town with a 
population of about 1500. It was laid out in 1854^ and is 
located three miles east of Davenport on a high bluff over
looking the Mississippi Biver. It is the home of the largest 
steel industry in the Middle West1 2. It was founded by Mr. 
Bettendorf for whom the town is now named. A number of Catho
lics of many nationalities, especially Mexicans and Italians, 

worked in these factories. It was necessary, therefore, for 
the Bishop to provide a priest so these people, often not such 
practical Catholics, could attend to their spiritual duties.

The first Catholic Church, a small frame structure, was 

built in 18993. it was ereoted under the direction of Monsignor

1. Scott County History, 7ol II, p. 68.
2. Ibid.

3. Monsignor Giglinger, Personal interview, Aug. 21, 1933.



Giglinger, the first pastor, who dedicated it to Our Lady of 
Lourdes as he had a very special devotion to the Blessed Vir
gin under that title*

The first school, which also bears that name, was opened 

on February 11, 1918*, the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, nine 

years after the parish was organized. The pastor, Bev. Stephen 
Davis, who had received his appointment to Bettendorf in 1916, 
two years before, saw how hopeless it was to try to gather this 
scattered and indifferent flock into a well organized parish 
without the aid of a Catholic school. Bishop Davis, then bishop 
of Davenport and an uncle of Father Davis, opposed the opening 

of this enterprise for fear the parish could not afford it.

Father Davis was a self-sacrificing and zealous priest, and God 
blessed his work. His untiring labor in the cause of Christian 
education was indeed blessed with excellent results as the his
tory will show.

In the winter of 1918 Father Davis made application to 
the Motherhouse of the Sisters of Humility for two Sisters to tea
ch his school. Mother Vinoent, then Mother General of the Order, 
in her zeal and love for souls sent Sisters Mary Gertrude and 
PeiTpetua take charge of the new school. vThen the few Catholics 
who carried the burden of the parish under the direction of their 
self-sacrificing pastor decided to open a Catholio school for the 
children of the parish, they undertook a heavy task. They pur

chased a large stone residence and converted it into a school and 1

1. Iowa Catholic Messenger, p. 4, February 13, 1918.
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residence for the Sisters.
The following article is taken from the Davenport Catholic 

Messenger, February 6th, 1919*.

"The Catholics of Bettendorf headed by the energetic 
and zealous young pastor, Eev. Stephen Davi3, are entitled 
to all the congratulatory words of approval they have 
received on the announcement of the opening of a parochial 
school in that little town. The Catholics, few in number, 
have surmounted all obstacles and quietly announce that 
two large class rooms in the recently purchased parish 
residence are nicely equipped for school purposes. Next 
Monday morning, February 11, is the opening day. It is 
estimated that there sire about sixty children of school 
age for the parish school. Mass will be celebrated on 
Monday morning at eight-thirty, and all the children 
and as many parents as can possibly do so are expected 
to assist. Following the service at the church the 
children will proceed to their respective classes in 
charge of their teachers, the Sisters of Humility, 
whose motherhouse is in Ottumwa, Iowa."

The building which is a combination of school and resi
dence for Sisters has a history which few schools can claim.
Mr. Gilbert, the owner of the property and for whom the town
was first named, was a strong abolitionist. This beautiful

2home for some years around 1858 was an Underground Railway- 
Station. No one will ever know how many slaves were helped 

to freedom by sheltering them within the walls of this home.

A broad stone wall surrounded this building. This 
has been torn down since. This mansion built entirely of stone, 

quarried nearby, rose two stories above the ground and carried 
a little tower on top. The ceilings downstairs reached a * 2

Iowa Catholic Messenger, p. 3, Feb. 6, 1919.
2. Davenport Democrat, September 14, 1930. p. 1.
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height of fifteen feet while those upstairs measured twelve.

The windows and doors reached almost from ceiling to floor. The 
house cost .$12,000.00 and the barn sp6,000.00'*'. To the west end 
od the building a small room was built for a library. It is now 

used as a chapel. An addition built on the north side of the 
building, which was formerly used for the servants* dining room, 
is now the primary room. The first floor now contains three 

class rooms, the parlors, the dining room, and the kitchen.
The living apartments for the Sisters were not com

pleted before November. The Sisters stayed at St. Vincent’s 
Home, and the pastor who owned a Ford came for them in the morning 
and when the day’s work was finished brought them back to the Home 

a distance of about six miles.

The school opened with sixty-three pupils2 of many 
nationalities, especially Mexicans and Italians. Before the end 

of the month the number increased to seventy. Owing to the large 

attendance and increased duties it was found necessary to request 

that another teacher^ be sent to assist in the work. Both the 

members of the parish and the people of Bettendorf in general 
took kindly to the new enterprise and in a very liberal way con
tributed to its upkeep. 1

1. Davenport Democrat, September 14, 1930, p. 1.
2. Personal interview with Sr. M. Gertrude, Aug. 17, 1933.
3. Ibid. Sister Mary Thecla.
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In September, 1918\ Sister Mary Wilfrida was added to 

the staff. Each year there was a slight increase in the enroll
ment, so by 1924 there were one hundred and twenty pupils. The 
attendance fluctuates depending upon the work.

From the beginning there were pupils in all the grades.

The first and second rooms each had three grades, and the third 

room which opened in November had two. The Iowa Course of Study 

introduced in the very beginning is still followed. Although it 

was a difficult task at first to have many pupils stay until 
the completion of the eighth grade, there now seems to be a 
growing tendency toward higher education. In June 1918 the first 
two graduates finished from Our Lady's School, They were Beatrice 
Gruber and Anna Hardy. Every year since there have been graduates 
from the eighth grade.

There are now four class rooms with one hundred and twenty- 
2two pupils instructed by four Sisters, the pastor, and a secular 

teacher. ’The school has a fine orchestra, Boy Scout organization, 
Sodality, and children's choir.

The playground surrounded by massive elms is especially 

well equipped with playground apparatus, all made by workmen from 
the steel factory.

Since December 1931 the Ladies of the parish under the 1 2

1. Personal interview with Sr. M. Gertrude, Aug. 17, 1933.
2. Personal interview with Sr. M. Martha, Aug. 24, 1933.



guidance of the Sisters serve about seventy pupils a hot lunch 
each noon.

In 1927 Bev. T, P. Coleman was sent to take charge of 

Our Lady's Parish. Prom the beginning of his pastorate to the 
present time his interest in the school has been very great.

On account of the poverty of the people he has not been 
able to build a new school as he would like, but he is outstanding 
in keeping up the spirit of the school and in keeping the children 
in school by buying their books and clothes. Bach year he spon
sors a clinic. Some of the Catholic doctors and dentists of 
Davenport offer their services gratis. In 1931 these doctors 
performed twenty-five tonsilectomies for these poor children free 
of charge.

The attendance at Our Lady’s School is approximately 
the same as it was in 1924. The Catholics of Davenport have at 

all times been generous in helping the struggling parish for they 
realize the good that is being done for souls.
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CHAPTER XIV

SAINT MARY’S SCHOOL 
STUART, IOiVA

Although the parish of All Saints, Stuart, Iowa, was found

ed. as early as 1875^, a parochial sohool was not opened until 

September 1922. This event took place during the pastorate of 

Rev. J. M. Hanson. Until the coming of Rev. James Foley, the 

first resident pastor of Stuart, the few Catholics living there 
were attended by the priests from Des Moines and Atlantic. In 
the spring of the same year, 1875, soon after his coming, Father 
Foley built a frame church and rectory in the eastern part of the 
city, ■i'he following November this pioneer church was dedicated 
by Bishop Hennessy of Dubuque and put under the patronage of All 
Saints. Relatively then, All Saints parish is one of the oldest 
in the Diooese of Des Moines. Yet throughout its long history 
only five resident pastors have guided its destiny.

The story of the missionary work of Father Foley is 
written in the hearts and lives of many of the Catholics in the 
middle western part of the State of Iowa. Besides the two 

missions of Gurthrie Center, and Adair, which he attended regu

larly, he spent much time traveling on horseback to many of the 1

1. Records of All Saints, Stuart, Iowa, Vol. 1, p.l.
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pioneer settlements where he gathered together the few Catholics 
instructing them and administering the sacraments to them. Fa

ther Foley remained in Stuart until 1888^, when he was transferred 
to the Sacred Heart parish, Ottumwa, Iowa. On June 14, 19252» 
Father Foley celebrated his Golden Jubilee and on March 25, 1932, 
he was invested with purple robes of the Monsignorial rank. It 
was the climax of years of service to the pioneer people of Iowa, 

Father *'oley was succeeded by Eev. Henry Maniett, who 
served ill Saints but a very short time. Then in 1900 the much 
loved Bev. M. McNamara came to ill Saints Parish, During his 
pastorate his outstanding work was the purchasing of the present 
church property and the building of a handsome fioman ohuroh one 
hundred feet in width and one hundred and twenty feet in length. 
This ohuroh, modeled after a church in Milan, is considered one 

of the finest in the State of Iowa. Exclusive of its rich win
dows, altars, pews, and heating equipment, its cost of construc
tion was about #280,000,

A structure of this type was a great drain on the 
people for years, and it was for this reason they were not able to 
build and support a school. 1

1. Personal interview with Monsignor Foley, Aug. 17, 1932.
2. Ibid.
3. Ibid
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During these years a large number of the parishioners, 

espeoially those with children, moved to other parishes so they 
oould place their children in Catholic Schools.

In 1919^ Rev. M. McKamara was selected by Bishop lustin 

Dowling, then Bishop of Des Moines, to be president of the Des 

Moines Catholic College. Rev. J. J. Hanson of Dunlap, Iowa, was 
appointed pastor of All Saints. He assumed his duties early in 

August 1919.

The following spring after Father Hanson was established 
in his new home at Stuart, he proposed the building of a parochial 

school. The response was almost unanimous as the Catholic people 
here had for years been anxious to have a school of their own 

where they might educate their children 7/ithout sending them from 

home as many had done in the past.
The people of this parish are an exceptionally fine 

class of people of German and Irish descent. The Sisters find it 
a pleasure to work with their children.

There have been a number of vocations to the religious 
life from this parish in spite of the fact that only recently a 
Catholic school had been in progress. There are at present twelve 
members of the Sisters of Humility whose homes were in Stuart, 

besides those who have entered other communities. The people of 

Stuart speak with pride of the children who are serving God in a 1

1. Personal interview with Father Hanson, Oct. 20, 1933.
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very special way in different conmunities but especially of 
Bev. Bernard Meyer, M. M., and his sister. Sister Mary Theodosia, 

who are members of the missionary band of Maryknoll. The Catholic 
Messenger tells of his work.^-

"According to word received at the Maryknoll Junior 
Seminary at Mt. Washington, Very Bev, Bernard F, Meyer,
M. M., of Stuart, Iowa, has been appointed superior of 
the Independent Mission of Wuchow, in South China,
Father Meyer has a legion of friends in Stuart who are 
pleased to learn of the success of his endeavors in the 
foreign mission fields to which he has dedicated his 
life. He is an alumnus of £>t. Anfcrose College,

Father Meyer is one of the pioneers of the Mary
knoll Foreign Mission Society, which he entered as a 
seminarian in 1914. Ordained in 1916, he went to 
South China in 1918 as a member of Maryknoll's first 
mission band.

During the four years of Maryknoll activity in 
the section, the number of baptized Catholics has 
more than tripled, passing the thousand nark. The 
present number of catechumens in the mission is 1100.

Father Meyer has 30 aspirants to the 
priesthood in the Maryknoll Seminary at Kongmoon,
China. The mission has a number of girls who will 
form the nucleus of a Chinese Sisterhood, and who 
are being trained by two Chinese Sisters from the 
native congregation of the Immaculate Conception of 
Canton, China. Father Meyer plans shortly to es
tablish a group of Maryknoll Sisters in the large 
city of Wuchow, on the West Biver."

In the fall of 19221 2 under the direction of Father 
Hanson the new St. Mary’s School was completed. Mr. D. J. Farrell, 

who had built the Dunlap school was the architect. The buildings 
are similar in size and structure, but the arrangement is differ
ent. ^he Stuart School is a three story building of red pressed

1. Iowa Catholic Messenger, Vol. XXIX, p. 1. June 1, 1920.
2. Personal Interview with Father Hanson, May 1933.



brick with stone trim. The first floor contains a large winter 
chapel, lunch room, furnace room, and toilets. On the second 
floor are four standard sized schoolrooms which the eight grades 

occupy. Out of each room is a cloakroom.
The third floor is arranged for the High School with a 

study hall, a science room, a music room, a library, and office, 

and two class rooms. The equipment and furnishings of the school 
are modern throughout.

Father Hanson’s untiring labor in the cause of Christian 
education was blessed with excellent results. The school opened 
with 125 pupils in the eight grades and two years of High School 

under the guidance of six Sisters of Humility. The following 
September another High School grade was added and another teacher 
was engaged to teach. In 1924"*- the Senior Hi^i School was com
pleted when the twelfth grade was added. The teachers lost no 

time in applying to the State for accrediting. The currioulum was 
based on the State Course of Study and everything was in readi
ness for the visit of the Inspector, Mr. J. Gemma11. In

2the spring of 1925 he made a visit to St. Mary’s and found things 
in such good condition that at the meeting of the Iowa State Board 
of Education & few weeks later St. Mary's was placed on the list 
of accredited schools. 1 2

1. Beoords of St. Mary’s School, Stuart, Iowa, 1924.
2. Letter from Mr. w. J. Gemmell, Des Moines, Iowa.
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HoWhere was there more rejoicing than when the good news 

of the accrediting reached St« Mary's, for these people had looked 
forward for years to the time when they might have a parochial 
school fully up-to-date and affiliated with the State«

During the first two years of the Sisters’ coming to 
Stuart, at the request of the people and pastor, they arranged to 
keep the country children and those of neighboring townc from Mon
day until Friday as boarders. It was impossible to keep them at 
the convent as it was a small five-roomed cottage scarcely large 
enough to house the Sisters and their housekeeper, but as two rooms 
in the school were not used, these were made into temporary dormi
tories which accommodated a large group very nicely. This arrange

ment was discontinued, however, when it was found necessary to use 
these rooms for the eleventh and twelfth grades.

In the basement of the church are a large auditorium 
and gymnasium where the entertainments and athletios are held.

The grades put on an operetta one year and the High School a 
play the next. The first graduating exercises recorded in the 
annals of St. Mary's School were held in 1924.

The school library contains 1200 books. Many current 
periodicals that will help the students with their school work 
are placed at their disposal in the library.

In 1926 Rev. J. M. Hanson was transferred to the 
Visitation Parish, Des Moines, Iowa. The work so well begun was 

furthered by Rev. G. J. Toher, who had come from Dunlap, Iowa, to 
succeed Father Hanson. Under Father Toher's direction the school
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continued to increase. He takes a very active part in work dene 
at St. Mary's and teaches daily in the school.

There has been a marked decrease in the attendance since 
the years of 1928 and 19291, so that in 1933 there are but thirty- 
three pupils in the High School and seventy-five in the grades. 
This is due to the fact that the number of children of the parish
ioners who remained were beyond school age. The children of the 

younger generation have not yet reaohed school age. Besides,the 
number of pupils who had been attending St. Mary's from neighbor

ing towns found it impossible to continue to enroll there.

.Although the attendance has decreased, the number of 

teachers and classes remain the same. There are at present eight 

Sisters assisted by the pastor and a secular teacher who teaches 
music and physical training.

pIn the fall of 1933 the grades were placed under a 
special supervisor who introduced the departmental work from the 
third grade up. Those in oharge of the school are very pleased 
with the work done. 1 2

1. Personal interview with the principal, Sister M# Ignatius,
August 18, 1933.

2. A personal letter from Sr. M. Ignatius, Nov. 4, 1933.



CHAPTER XV

OTTUMWA HEIGHTS COLLEGE 

OTTUMWA, IOWA

Closely connected with Ottumwa Heights Academy is Ottum

wa Heists Junior College which was organized in 1925. The 

Junior College is a recent development. Only during the last 
two decades has this new unit, thought of hy some educators 

as an upward extension of two years to tte hi$i school, asked 
for recognition in our educational system. Its development in 
Iowa appears to he due to two influences: its economical possi
bilities and the desire of parents to extend the period of home 
environment for their children.

Prom a small beginning Ottumva Heights College has gradu
ally developed to its present status of a fully accredited Junior 
College giving its graduates direct access to State and other 
standard institutions of learning in Iowa ani other states. Be

sides preparatory courses for advanced work in the University it 
offers special courses for teachers, commercial training, and 

courses in art, music and dramatics.

Since its beginning the College has received five out
standing academic recognitions. By accreditiig the school in 1926 

the Inter-Collegiate Standing Committee of Iowa has allowed the 

students of Ottumwa Heights Junior College full recognition of
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Junior College credit at the State University of Iowa and the 

Iowa State Teachers College. The Iowa State Board of Educational 

Examiners since accrediting the Junior College in 1927 issues to 
the students of the teachers* department third grade state teachers' 
certificates which after a term of tvro years of successful teaching 
experience are convertible into second grade state certificates.
The admission of the Junior College in 1928 to the membership in 
the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools and 
also in the American Association of Junior Colleges assures national 
recognition of College credit earned in this Junior College. The 
Ottumwa Heights Junior College is the only college in Icwa that 
holds membership both in the North Central Association and the 

American Association of Junior Colleges. The fifth recognition 
was received in June 1929 when the College was admitted into the 

National Catholic Educational Association at the national convention 
which was held in Toledo, Ohio, June 6, 1929.

The following letter gave the friends and patrons of the 
College much pleasure.

THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATION ASSOCIATION COMMISSION
ON

STANDARDIZATION
June 27, 1929

Mother M. Geraldine
President, St. Joseph's Junior College 
Ottumwa, Iowa
Reverend dear Mother:

It gives me great pleasure to inform you that the Saint
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Joseph’s Junior College has "been placed -upon the list 
of accredited Colleges of the National Catholic Edu
cation Association,

This action was taken at the June meeting of 
the Association held at Toledo, Ohio.

With very best wishes, I remain,
Sincerely in Christ,

Daniel M. O’Connell, S.J. 
Secretary, Commission on 
Standardization.

Junior College Curriculum is as follows:
Pirst Year 

Each Semester

Sem. Hrs.
English (rhetoric) ....................... 3
Speech .........      1
Modem Language ................. ....... • 4
Mathematics .....................    4
Psychology ..............................  3
Political Science ........................  1
Physical Education   tT

I&F

Second Year 
Each Semester

Sem. Hrs.
English (literature) .........     3
Physios  ..................... 4
History  .....      3
Education, Music and Art ............   6
Modern Language and Journalism ..........
Physical Education..................... ..

The Junior College is a large, well equipped 
building with modern arrangements in heating, ventilation,



and light. The rooms and halls are spacious. The girls find 
every comfort in them.

After a visit at the College one leaves with the feeling 
that he has been in contact with women of the very highest cul
ture and most sincere piety. The young lady is indeed fortunate 

who receives her mental and moral training under the charge of 
such women.

It has often been said that girls educated by the Sis
ters of this order have a charm of modesty that makes them most attrac

tive. One thing is certain, Ottumwa Heights College girls always 
have a strong bond of sympathy and love for each other and always 
retain the utmost love and respect for the Sisters who guided and 
educated them.

The grounds are extensive and the large variety of 
trees and flowers they contain give not only exceptional advanta

ges far outdoor recreations but provide material for students of 
botany and biology. Class rooms, lecture halls, and laboratories 
are thoroughly equipped, leaving nothing wanting to the successful 
pursuit of the various courses offered.

The College is staffed by an adequate and competent 
faculty. The teachers hold degrees from leading Colleges and 

Universities - Fribourg, Switzerland; Columbia, Dubuque; Catholic 

University, Washington, D. C.; State University of Iowa; The 
Creighton University, Omaha; and many others.

The "Purple and Cold" which is published every three
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months by the College is a magazine full of inspiration and 

enthusiasm and is read by the members of the College, the Alum
nae, and their friends with the greatest interest.

The College enrollment has grown from forty students 

to about one hundred ten. When the sahool opened, it was at
tended exclusively by boarders. Within the past few years, 
however, there has been a gradual transition. The people of 
Ottumwa and the surrounding towns have taken advantage of the 
opportunities that the College offers and are sending their 
girls to Ottumwa Heights. The number of day students now ex
ceeds the number of boarders.

At a reception program, Bishop Rohlman of Davenport 

addressed the student body upon their opportunity of receiving 
a higher education in a Catholic College.

"The highest oompliment the outside world can 
give to a woman," the Right Reverend Bishop declared,
"is to say that she is convent bred, for this means 
that our Blessed Mother is the model whom she was 
taught to copy in all things - our Blessed Mother, 
our Saviour’s gift to us as a model of true woman
hood. You students in a Catholic College are learn
ing to view life from the very highest vantage point, 
and I congratulate you upon your wonderful opportuni
ties."

The faces of the Bishop's listeners glowed with a 
special joy on hearing of the pleasure expressed by the Holy 
Father upon the reception of his report of the Ottumwa Heights 
Junior College as one of the three Catholic Institutions of 

higher learning in the Diocese of Davenport.
There have been about two hundred ana sixty-five 

graduates from the College. A third of this number are reli-



gious. Thus is given to the postulants, novices, young religious, 
and the Sisters the opportunity of finishing two years of College 

before they begin work in the sfthools throughout the State*
.livery year a number of religious from other communities 

make their home with the Sisters and attend Ottunwa Heights Col-
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CHIPTEE XVI

SAINT PATRICK’S SCHOOL 
OTTUMF/A, IOWA

The beautiful new Saint Patriot’s Sohool of Ottumwa, 
Iowa, was dedioated on November 29, 1929, when the parish was 
celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of its founding. How 
very different were the beginnings and histories of the two 
parochial schools which are taught by the Sisters of Humility 
in Ottumwa, Iowa. The two parishes, however, are similar in 
their beginnings for both of their histories were written with 
pioneer pens. Saint Patrick’s is a part of Saint Mary’s parish.

Eighty years ago what is now Saint Patrick’s parish 
was an untilled and unknown wilderness. The church property 

of this parish occupies what was once Indian land'*'. To the 
courage and grace of the late Reverend P. J, Ward is credited 

to organization of the parish. Father Francis tfard was born in 

Ireland, was educated in Dublin, and took his philosophy and 
theology courses in Carlow. He was ordained January 7, 1879, 
and on his arrival in America the following November was sent by 

Archbishop Hennessy to Ottumwa, where he served as chaplain at 
the Motherhouse of the Sisters of Humility and as pastor of 1

1. Wapello County History, Vol. X,p. 1.
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Saint Patrick's and mission congregations1. Here he began to 
organize the new parish which was, indeed, essential if the 
Catholics living south of the Des Moines River in the rugged 
hills were to remain Catholics. Many were Catholics only in 
name. Besides the great distance, there was that problem of 
crossing the river for all those who lived south of Ottumwa. In 
winter and spring, especially during high water time, the cross

ing was always very dangerous. At normal times there were two 

ferry boats. Later, in 1869, the toll bridge was built, but as 
there was a charge for crossing this bridge, another hardship 

was added to the already poverty stricken farmers1 2.

Father Ward was scarcely settled in his new home, 

November 28, 1879, when he called a meeting of those interest
ed in forming a new congregation. The response was very sat
isfactory, and the work began. As the organization progressed, 
he attended his people from the convent. The new pastor and 
the prominent members of his parish started a building fund 
in 1880 that was augmented from time to time by means of benefits, 
socials, and fairs on which the members of the congregation work
ed with steadfast zeal3. Some of the parish property was dona
ted and the rest purchased. The church grounds today comprise 
about an acre and a half.

1. Comnunity records of the Sisters of Humility, St. Joseph's
Convent, Ottumwa, Iowa, 7ol. 1, p. 5, 1880.

2. Ottumwa Courier, January 23, 1869, Vol VIII, p. 1.

3. Personal interview with Mother Joseph, -Aug. 17, 1932.
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In the Ottumwa Courier of April 21, 1882, we read 
the followings

"A goodly sum has teen raised for Saint 
Patrick’s Ohurch and bids will be received by the 
Building Committe."!

The laying of the cornerstone on Ascension Day, May 
23, 1882, attracted much attention throughout the diocese. Dur
ing the summer and fall months the work on the church was push
ed speedily, and on December 1, 1882, the Courier made this an
nouncement.

"The new Catholic church with F. M, Elis as 
architect is nearly completed at an original 
cost of $9000.00. It is built of brick,
Gothic in style and faced with cut stone.
The stone was given to the church by Mrs.
Mary O’Brien, and all the stone was out by 
Michael Coughlin. The stone and brick were 
hauled to the grounds by the men of the 
parish.2

In May, 1883, a new home costing $3000.00 was built 

for the pastor.
In 1890, after more than ten years of intense la

bor in his Ottumwa mission, Father V/ard was appointed to the 
pastorate of Saint Patrick’s Parish in Iowa City, Iowa. Here 
he died in 1915. His work in the development of Saint Patrick’s 
Parish in Ottumwa was continued by Reverend John O’Farrell, who

was not permitted to carry out many of his cherished plans for * •

1. Ottumwa Courier, April 21, 1882, Vol VIII, p. 2.
• Jubilpe Book of St. Patrick’s Parish, Ottumwa Iowa, Vol. 1, 

p. 4, Nov. 17, 1929.
2



this new parish for death called him suddenly on the morning 

of Friday November 29, 1903.
Following Father 0*Farrell’s death, Beverend John 

.«'hits was appointed pastor, is Father tfhite was soon removed 

to Marengo, he was succeeded by Beverend Father J. Dunnion and 
two years later by Beverend W. J. Bulger, who ministered to the 
parish until 1916. Then Bishop Davis appointed Beverend H. J. 
Hogan as pastor.

Father Hogan, who is the present pastor, has minis
tered to Saint Patrick’s Parish for the past thirteen years.
His work has been characterized by extensive and appreciated 

improvement in the church property as well as by the erection of 
a parish school. The pastor’s endeavors and those of the people 
in the improvement and beautifying of the church property could be 

made more perfect only in one enterprise long encouraged by dio

cesan authorities, the erection of a parish school.

For many years it had been the sincere wish of the 

South-side people to have a parochial school, but this wish was not 
fulfilled. No doubt the building of a school had been postponed 
due to the fact that Saint Mary’s Sohool was not so far away and 
the children of Saint Patrick's were always made very welcome 
there.

The Sisters of Humility had from the earliest days 
been in touch with the children of the parish, for in the early 

eighties the Sisters taught Catechism to the children in the
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various homes of the parish but particularly in the Old £lm School 
House» which is still in good condition* Throughout the years 
the Sisters directed the Catechism classes» helped with the choir, 

and trained the children for special processions*
The work an the new Saint Patrick's School began in the 

spring of 1929 and was completed in October at an approximate 
cost of ^90,000.00. The new school building is built of Caldeian 

red pressed brick with Indiana limestone trim. A Celtic cross with 
other symbols of the church adorns the fnozfc of the building. The 

building consists of two full floors and a complete basement* It 

is thoroughly modern and fireproof, with terrazzo hall floors and 
an oil heating system. The two upper floors are divided into 
four school rooms, a chapel, and living apartments for the Sisters* 

These will be used as school rooms when needed* The basement is 
a social hall for parish activities. This community center is 
complete with a stage, a kitchen, dining room furnishings, and 
everything needed for a parish recreation center. It serves as 
a gymnasium and auditorium for both boys and girls. Hare the 
children present their very fine programs. The first one given was 
on Christmas 1929. It was the children's first attempt, and the 
parents were delighted and justly proud of its success. The 

schoolrooms are fully furnished with every modern equipment and 
the Sisters' apartments are beautifully furnished.

The playground is in the rear «.nd is well equipped with 

apparatus suitable to children of sohool age. The front of the
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building, as well as the remaining church property, is tastefully 

landscaped with shrubs, flowers, and trees, which enhance its 
beauty.

Four Sisters, Sisters Mary Nicholas, Patrice, St. Joseph, 
and St. Agnes from Villa Marie were sent to take charge in the fall 
of 1929. Their work consists of a pre-primary class and eight 
grades for boys and girls. The attendance at the first opening 

was one hundred and fifteen. There has been a gradual increase 
each year. In 1933 the number is one hundred and thirty-two with 
thirty-two graduates from the eighth grade. These pupils are 

instructed by five full time teachers, a music supervisor, a 
dramatic art teacher, and the pastor, who instructs the child
ren daily in their holy religion.

The course of instruction given at Saint Patrick’s 
is the same as that used in the Public Schools of the oity. The 
text books, too, are the same with the exception of readers,
Bible Histories, and catechisms.

In keeping with the complete modernity of Saint 
Patrick’s new school is the branch of the library. It is a 

small branch of the Ottumwa Public Library and is run on the 
same principles. One morning a week an assistant librarian 
comes to the school to take charge of the checking and the exchang

ing of books. This is a great help as the City Library is at least 
two miles distanoe from Saint Patrick’s.

The Parent Teacher’s Association with its sixty members



has been, and still is, a great assistanae to the Sisters in the 

many small wants of a new school and home. Both home and school, 

however, were made very complete. The followiig item is copied 
from the Golden Jubilee Booklet of Saint Patrick’s on November 
29, 1929.
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"The Sisters are delighted with their new home and 
school, They found they were walking into the hearts 
and good wishes of the people of Saint Patrick's. These 
good people expect and hope the Sisters will remain a 
long time. On inspecting their home, the Sisters were 
pleased to find the convent equipped with a beautiful 
chapel. Everything necessary for a home, even a pantry 
filled with vegetables, fruits, canned goods, and the 
supplies to last many days greeted them. The Sisters 
are happy, the people are happy, one hundred and fif
teen little children are happy. St. Patrick’s will 
go ahead with a spirit of determination to make tne 
school a credit to Christian education".^

When the school closed its first year of successful 
work, the pastor and parishioners were unanimous in this— that 
their latest project undertaken for the extension of God’s king

dom, the Saint Patrick's school, was no longer a cherished dream 
but a reality.

As the pupils finish their eighth grade here, the girls 
will find their way to Saint Joseph's .Academy and Ottumwa Heights 

College, while the boys will continue their work at Saint Mary’s 

Central High School or the Ottumwa High School.
The Sisters find the boys and girls of Saint Patrick’s 

obedient, active, and loyal. They are anxious to take part in

. 1,1. St. Patrick's Golden Jubilee Booklet, Vol p. 89, Nov. 17



activities. They have taken first prize in City Garden Club 

contests and second prize in bird house contests. They enter 

city spelling contests but so far have not carried away honors.
The words of the beloved Bishop Bohlman, who had en

couraged the erection of the school» had fallen on good ground, To 
show his appreciation for their splendid response he congratulated 

the parishioners most sincerely on the day of the dedication when 

he spoke to them of their accomplishments. His address on that 
day carried many thoughtful and encouraging messages; the follow
ing are a few of them:

"It seems that Our Blessed Lord smiles upon you this 
day in a very special way for what you have done for Him.

What a grand idea it is that Saint Patrick’s Parish 
closes the first fifty years of its existence with the 
resolution to do something big for God by the erection 
of a Catholic School. A parish is incomplete unless a 
Catholic School takes a prominent place to the side of 
and in the activity of the Church.

I consider it a privilege to congratulate the 
people of Saint Patrick’s Parish on the splendid school 
which they have placed and equipped in these beautiful 
grounds.

I congratulate you in having the good Sisters of 
Humility with you. They are not strangers in your city.
You know them and the fine work they have done in the 
schools.

In conclusion, may I ask God to bless you and 
your school. May he bless its future so that it may do 
the work which I am sure it will do to give to God and the 
country better people with virtues which form the basis 
of true civic and religious life."1
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St. Patrick’s Golden Jubilee Booklet, Vol. 1, p. 103, 
Nov. 17, 1929.
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CHAPTER S7II

SHUT MARY’S 
CEHTERVILLE, IOWA

Centerville, Iowa, is a city of about 1000 inhabitants 
located in the southeastern part of the State, where the Sisters 
of Humility opened a grade school September 2, 19301, for the 

children of St. Mary’s parish. The children attending this 
school are mostly of Croatian descent, whose fathers came to 
Centerville to work in the mines. Centerville is located in 

one of the largest coal mining centers of the State.
The history of this parish dates back to the fall of 

1870*- when Bishop Hennessy requested Father J. M. Kennedy to 

attend to the spiritual wants of the Catholics of Appanoose
County of which Centerville is the County Seat. This he did 

3until 1893 when, broken in health because of hardships and 

exposure, he was forced to give up his mission. During the 
three years that followed Father Kennedy’s retirement Father 
J. P. Kreckel of Ottumwa attended Centerville when he could.

The coming of the Burlington railroad into lava was 
a blessing to Catholicity in Centerville and surrounding com- 1 2 3

1. Answer to truesticnnaire.
2. Icwa Catholic Messenger, September 17, 1931, Vol. 50, p. 1.

On the occasion of its Golden Jubilee.
3. Ibid
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inunities. It brought fifty new families who settled, there and 

worked for the railroad, 'fhe Catholic population grew to a point 

where in 1876* a resident priest was asked for and received. Fa

ther J. J. King was the first resident priest. In Centerville. On
his arrival he found neither church nor rectory. He at once pur

chased two lots and a non-Gatholic gentleman, Mr. Francis Drake, 
donated two additional lots. In September 18781 2 Father King built 
the first Catholic Church here. This was not a pretentious build

ing but the little church was very precious in the eyes of these 
pioneer Catholics. Two small rooms were added to the rear of 
the church which served as a home for the pastor.

Father J. J. King was transferred to Holbrook, Iowa, in 
1880. He was succeeded in turn by the following priests: Father 

P. J. Daly, 1880 to 1882, Father J. A. Nolan, 1882-1886, Father 
John Aide, 1886-1901, then by Father Guinan who spent twenty 
years in this conmunity.

These priests took care of two missions besides Cen
terville. Father Guinan, who later was sent to Aibia, which is 
located but eight miles from Centerville, worked hard to promote 

the interests of the Centerville parish. He traveled many miles 
to serve the outmissions, driving a team over the almost impassable 

Iowa roads and reaching Centerville at three or four o’clock each 
Sunday afternoon to partake of his breakfast.

1. Iowa Catholic Messenger, September 17, 1931, Vol. 50, p. 1.
2. Ibid.



Father Guinan’s first baptism was that of Edward O’Hair 
who is today his assistant priest at St. Mary’s, Davenport, where 
Father Ghinan is now pastor.

Father Martin Loftus was named successor to Father Gui- 
nan when he left Centerville to take up the work of pastor at 
Albia, Iowa. It was through Father Loftus’ efforts that St. 
Joseph's Hospital conducted by the Sisters of Mercy was brought to 
Centerville, ihe hospital is one of the city’s chief attractions 
and serves for many surrounding towns. It has an annual attend
ance of one thousand patients. A Hurses’ training school was 
added to the group of buildings in 1925. She good done by these 

Sister in that extremely non-Gatholic community cannot be estima
ted. Swo years later in 1913* Father Loftus was appointed to 
Burlington, and Rev. Michael Kaufman came to work among the Cen
terville Catholics. He remained for eleven years. His outstanding 

work was the establishment and upkeep of the school. He was there 
but a short time when he realized that if he wished to organize 

his parish permanently, he must open a Catholic School, Before 
he had time to lay his plan before the congregation, they re

quested him to superintend the building of a school and apply 
for Sisters to teach it. 1
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1. Answer to letter of inquiry, Sister M. Gonzaga, January 1933
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In 1914, the year following his coming to Saint Mary's, 

he made application to the Sisters of Saint Francis at Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, where he had a sister, for two Sisters to teach his 
school. It was not however until September 1916 that all things 
were ready for the beginning of school. That fall three Sisters 

of St. Francis came to ^t. Mary's, two to teach school and one 

to teach music, They lived in a small frame cottage which be

longed to the parish located but a short distance from the school. 
This same building which has been enlarged and somewhat remodeled 
is the home of the Sisters of Humility todaŷ ".

The school is a frame four room building -vdiich is built 
to the church. It lias been stuccoed which gives it a nice appear
ance. Very little can be learned about the work or the attendance 
of the school during the time the Franciscans taught St. Mary's. 
They taught the eight grades and music. Four teachers were engaged 
in school and one with music. The first graduate to finish from
the eighth grade was Father O'Hair of Davenport, Iowa.

2In 1926 these Sisters, who had opened a large boys' 

school in Chicago, did not return to Centerville. The people and 
pastor felt their going keenly and were most anxious to keep the 
school open until other Sisters could be obtained. They found 
this a very difficult task. 1 2

1. Answer to letter of inquiry, Sister M. Gonzaga, Jan. 1933.
2. Answer to questionnaire, Jan. 1932.
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Two years before in 19241 Father Kaufman, who had done 

suoh noble work for the Catholios of Centerville and vicinity, 

was promoted to the pastorate of 3t. Mary's Church in Fort Madi
son. He was succeeded by Rev. P. J. Murphy of Georgetown, Iowa, 

who brought with him a fine parochial experience from his labor 
in former missions, vhere he was in close touch with work done 
in parish schools. He had supervised St. Patrick's school in 
Georgetown far twelve years, vfaere the Sisters of Humility had 
been his teachers.

For two years the school was kept open by two young 
ladies of the parish who taught under the guidance and with the 
help of the pastor. As this did not prove satisfactory, it 
was decided to discontinue the school until Sisters could be 
secured.

Rev. Father Murphy made application to the Mother 
General of the Sisters of Humility for Sisters to take up the 

work that the Sisters of St. Francis had laid down, but not 

before the fall of 19302 did Mother Mary Geraldine find it possi
ble to supply Sisters for St. Mary's School.

There was great rejoicing when four Sisters of Humility, 

Sisters Mary Gonzaga, Gertrude, Helen Marie, and Mildred arrived 
in Centerville, August 21, 1930, to prepare for the opening of 1 2

1. Personal interview with Father Murphy, September 1926.
2. Answer to questionnaire, January 1932.
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the school which had been closed four years, The four school
rooms had been renovated and newly equipped for the first day of 
school, September 8, 1930, The initial attendance was eighty- 
four. This has increased each year so that in the fall of 1933 
one hundred and ten pupils were enrolled,

Another teacher, Sister Mary Loraine, was added to the 
teaching staff in the fall of 1933. She relieves the music 

teacher, Sister Mary Gertrude, who can now give the greater part 
of her time to the music which is taught throughout the school. 
An orchestra and children's choir have been organized. Both are 

prominent in the activities of Church and School.
The Sisters were quite concerned at the attitude the 

children would take Then they returned from the Public School, 
where for the past few years they had enjoyed nice buildings, 
free text books, complete playground apparatus, etc. They 
were remarkably surprised and pleased to learn that the child
ren were not only satisfied to return to St. Mary's but anxious, 
especially those who had been with the Sisters before.

During the three years the Sisters of Humility have 
been in Centerville they have prepared over one hundred children 
for First Holy Communion and thirty for Confirmation.

Following is an article published in the "Center
ville Post" concerning the First Holy Communion Class.

"After a long and thorough preparation a class of 
thirty children approached the Communion table for the 
first time at the Children's Mass at nine o'clock A.M. 
on Sunday, May 14. The children clad in robes symbolic
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of their spotless souls presented a figure of out
standing beauty and holiness. Special music was 
rendered by the Children’s Choir. The children 
received the most Holy Sacrament in the Sanctuary 
before the altar adorned and decorated for the 
special occasion with banks of red and white cut 
flowers. Angelic guards held places of honor and 
led the little ones to their places where they 
knelt in the depth of fervor, piety and devotion.
An inspiring sermon was delivered by Bev. Father 
Murphy, pastor, on the text: ’Suffer the little 
children to come unto Me, for such is the Kingdom 
of Heaven'."1

The children put on their first entertainment December 
20, 1930. It was entitled "Santa Claus Defenders". The first 

exhibit of their school work was held May 28, 1932.

It is evident that the Sisters will remain at St.
Mary's for each year there is an increase in attendance and wonderful 
response and cooperation with the teachers’ work. Thirty-one pu

pils have finished the eighth grade and most of them have enter
ed the Centerville High School—  a remarkable step for children 
of this type. A number of girls after finishing High School 
have entered the Hurses' Training School in Centerville.

June 26, 1933 Bev. Father Murphy was transferred 
to the Sacred Heart Parish in Ottumwa, Iowa, and Bev. J. Wolfe was 
appointed pastor of St. Mary's* He had been a pupil of the Sisters 
of Humility in Melrose, Iowa.

During the time Father Wolfe has been pastor in 
Centerville his first work next to his priestly duties has been 
the school* Father Wolfe was well equipped to take over this work 1 2

1. Centerville Post, May 27, 1933, Vol. XVII, p. 2.

2. Iowa Catholio Messenger, Oct. 12, 1922, Vol. 52, p. 3.



as he had experience for three years at St. Mary's Central 

High School. Fort Madison, Iowa.
Soon after school was in session he organized a P.T.A. 

who would help care for some of the problems so outstanding in 
a sohool among people of this type;1

"A large attendance was manifest at the initial 
attendance meeting of the Parent-Teachers Association 
of the St. Mary's Sohool Wesnesday evening when the 
organization was completed and work planned for the 
year.

Father Thomas **olfe presided until the election 
of the officers which resulted as follows:

President —  Mrs. James MoConville 
Vice-President —  Mrs. Victoria Thomas 
Treasurer —  Mrs. Mary Yaokovich
Secretary--- Mrs. John Heimes
The meetings are to he held on the second Thurs

day of each month, and much activity is contemplated 
especially in welfare work for the needy children.’’

Throughout the grades the Sisters hold strictly to
the Curriculum of the State supplemented with Catholic Readers

and Histories. The teachers and pupils are quite proud of the
library of good books they have been able to purchase. At

present their library shelves contain three hundred volumes.
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CHAPTER XVIII

CLOSED SCHOOLS

Since the Sisters of Humility were established in Iowa, 
they were obliged to close five schools throughout the State.
In all oases it was due to a decrease in attendance.

SAINT MARY’S SCHOOL 

FAIRFIELD, IOWA

In 1680 three Sisters opened a small school in Fairfield, 
Iowa, and remained there until June 1884. During the year of 
1883-1884 a number of district schools were opened and the 

children who lived near them attended these schools. Thus the 
attendance at the parochial school was so small that the Sisters 
did not return to 3t. Mary’s the following fall.

SAINT ALPHONSUS SCHOOL 
MOUNT PLEASANT, IOWA

In 1888 the Sisters were invited to Mt. Pleasant to 
teach St. Alphonsus School. The attendance during the first 
years was around one hundred. Six years after the opening of 
this sahool the Sisters started a two year high school. In 
1903 the railroad shops of Mount Pleasant were transferred to 

Aurora, Illinois. As a large number of the fathers of the child
ren attending school worked in the shops and were obliged to fol
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low their work, the attendance became inadequate to justify the 

continuance of the school, and it was closed in June 1904,

Si lira BONIFACE SCHOOL 
EXIRA, 10.Vi

Father i, J, Zaiser started the first parochial school in 
iudubon County in the Rectory at Exira, Iowa, it first there were 
about a dozen children whom he taught himself. Later three Sisters 

of Humility came and the number of children was increased to twenty- 
six. The little school grew until seventy-nine names were on the 
school register in 1895-96.

The call of Oklahoma, Dakota, Nebraska, Canada, and Carroll 
County nearby sounded in the ears of many of the people, and the 
parish started to dwindle in numbers as the families moved away.
The school was closed in 1905. Twenty young ladies of this little 
parish have entered different religious communities.

SAINT MARY'S SCHOOL 
PORTSMOUTH, I01A

The three Sisters who were in Sxira when the school 
closed went to Portsmouth, Iowa, to open a paroohial school at the 

earnest request of Father J. J. Failenschmidt, who was having dif
ficulty in procuring Sisters for his school. The Sisters, when 

taking this school, took it only until the pastor could obtain



188

other Sisters* There were about one hundred pupils in attendance* 
In the fall of 1906 the Benedictine Sisters from .Atchison, Kansas, 
assumed charge of the school.

SAINT MARY'S SCHOOL 
CHURCHVILLB, IOWA

In 1903 at the invitation of Eev. J* Holenaux, three 
Sisters, two school teachers and one music teacher, began a 
little school at Churchville, Iowa, a little village ten miles 
south of Des Moines. The Sisters kept boarders who came to them 
from surrounding towns and country. Prom the beginning this 
undertaking was uphill work as the parish was small and scat

tered. The Sisters were forced to close this school in 1906#

i



SUMMARY

We have now reviewed the gradual development and the 

progress of the schools of the Sisters of Humility in Iowa.
The end in view at the outset has been accomplished. Since 

The Sisters of this order came to Iowa in 1875 they have 

opened twenty-two schools. All but five are now in operation.
These schools have been traced as accurately as possible from 

their poor, often unpromising, beginnings through their gradual 

development up to their present rank among similar schools in 
the State.

The problem of securing reliable data regarding the 
Courses of Study used in their schools and educational develop
ment of the schools under their supervision has been solved.

All the public and private schools which are under 
the supervision of the Sisters of Humility in the State of Iowa 
have been traced.

Courses of Study and school catalogs as far back as 
1895 have been studied and examined.

Information was gathered from written school records, 
jubilee, parish, and dedication booklets, old registers, directori

es, year books, diaries, and school journals. Newspaper files were 
searched. These were difficult to obtain, but when assembled they 

were very valuable as they contained much material which was touch 

ed by local color. A brief summary of the sources used is as



follows:
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E. E. Brown’s "The Making of Our Middle Schools'.’

C. B. inner’s "History of Education in Iowa".

Sister Mary Agatha’s "The Origin and Development of Secondary
Schools in Oklahoma" 1930.

Sister Mary .Antoinette’s ”A History of the Schools of the Sis
ters C.P.P.S. in Missouri" 1931.

From these sources the writer found a method of attack, 
sources of information, and suggestions which lead to the dis

covery of material. A questionnaire sent to the different 
schools gave valuable data. Personal interviews and visits made 
to different schools and correspondence with men and women ac
quainted with the history and conditions of the schools conduct
ed by the Sisters of Humility gave the writer much valuable in

formation ° and reliable data. It was almost impossible to secure 

much information from one or other of the schools especially those 
schools which had been closed.

The writer is especially indebted to J. Gemmell, In
spector of Secondary Schools, Des Moines, Iowa: Bev. J. M. Han
son, founder and former superintendent of the Dunlap and the 
Stuart School: Monsignor J. M. Walsh, Superintendent of St.
Mary’s School, Ottumwa, Iowa: and former and present superiors 
and principals of the schools of her order. The various forms 
and sources of materials obtained were then compared, facts 
were established, grouped, and put into final form. Information 
derived from personal interviews was submitted to the informants
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for correction and approval.

The writer again expresses her gratitude to Dr. Win. 
i. Kelly, Chairman of the Department of Education at the Creighton 
University, Omaha, Nebraska, who by dint of encouragement and by 
reading and offering suggestions and critism on the manuscript 
gave her valuable assistance. To all who have helped her she is 
deeply grateful.

Having thus put foth her best efforts, the writer 
hopes that the book will prove a source of information to all in
terested in the schools of her Community and an inspiration to 
the younger members who are following in the foot prints of the 

venerable pioneers of the Sisters of Humility in Iowa.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Name of your school?..... .....................

2. When was It opened?............ ...........
3. Who was the pastor then?........... ...........

4. Were there any particular hardships at opening?

5. Were there any facilities in the beginning?

6. Description of first school house.

a. Building material............. .
b. Size............... ............

c. Equipment................... .

7. Has a new school been built since?...

When?............... When dedicated?
Description of new school..........

Approximate value of new school....
8. Did our Sisters open the school?....
9. If not, who were the first teachers?



10. When did the Sisters of Humility take charge of the

school?.......... ..................................
11. How many Sisters taught the first year?............
12. When were more teacher added?......................

13. Present number of teachers?........................
14. Was there any time when the Sisters of Humility were

replaced by other teachers?.......... ..............
15. What was the first opening attendance?.............
16. What was the nationality of the pupils at large?

17. Events of special interest in the school.
a. First public exhibit, when?......... .
b. First entertainment, when?........ .
c. First visit of school inspector, when?
d. Other noteworthy events?.............

18. Number of grades in your school?..............

19. Do you offer a high school course?............

a. Junior or Senior High?............ ........
b. Affiliated?...............................
c. Date of affiliation?......................

20. Is your school progressive as regards increase?

Curriculum improvements?......................



Sanitary improvements?

21. Do pupils take part in contests?

22. Have they frequently come forth as winners in contests?....

23. What vocations do most pupils follow when they leave your 

school?................ ................................

24. Do many of your pupils continue school?
25. Who is your present pastor?..... .....



Des Mo ines, Iowa 
May 25, 1933

Sister Mary Alberta 
Box 164 
Neola, Iowa
My dear Sister Alberta:

According to the records in this office the following 
four-year parochial high schools which are under the.supervision 
and control of the Sisters of Humility are on the accredited 
list of the Iowa State Board of Education.

Name pf School Location
Date

Accredited

St. Joseph's High School Dunlap 1920
St. Joseph* s High School Et. Madison 1227
St. Patrick's High School Georgetown 1928
St. Joseph's High School Neola 1921
St. Mary's High School Marshalltown 1925
St. Mary's Central High Ottumwa 1929
Ottumwa Heights Academy Ottumwa 1916
St. Mary's High School Stuart 1925

The graduates of these accredited high schools are admitted 
to the freshman class at the following state educational institu
tions:

The Iowa State Teachers College
The State University of Iowa
The Iowa State College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts

Before a high school is accredited it is given a careful 
inspection by a member of the Board of Secondary School Relations. 
The teaching in these high schools is excellent and as a result, 
the boys and girls who are graduated here, in general, are well 
prepared to attend institutions of higher learning. I

I know a goodly number of the Sisters who are members in 
the Order. They are splendid women and they are devoting their 
lives to educational activities. They are good teachers. The 
officials of the Sisters of Humility are always willing to cooper
ate with the Board on Secondary School Relations. That cooperation 
has resulted in greater efficiency in the schools.

Very truly yours,
W. H. Gemmel},

Secretary.



Visitation Reotory, 
Des Moines» Iowa, 
March 10, 1933.

Sister Mary Alberta,
Neola, Iowa

Dear Sister .Alberta:
Your letter of reoent date at band, in which 

you ask for data on the early history of St. Patrick's parish 
Dunlap, Iowa. I was pastor of St. Patrick's parish for 16 years 
(1904 - 1920) and will always have a warm interest in the people 
of that place.

A few years before leaving Dunlap, I wrote 
for the local paper, The Dunlap Eeporter, a brief sketch of the 
work done and the progress made by the Catholics of Dunlap under 
the different pastors who had labored with them. A copy of this 
article is in.the parish records at Dunlap; it is also on file 
in the Dunlap Reporter Office. I am very happy to know that you 
are gathering the historical data and preparing to write a record 
of the schools and parishes in which the sisters of your Community 
have been engaged in Iowa. I am especially glad that this good 
work includes St. Joseph school of Dunlap with which I had been 
intimately connected for many years. Hone could be better equip
ped to do that vtork for the school at Dunlap than you who saw its 
re-opening the autumn of 1909 and for 14 years gave your best ef
forts and splendid talents toward making it the popular institu
tion and marked success that it always was.

I am glad to see the record of the all but 
marvelous labors cf the Sisters of Humility in Iowa preserved from 
oblivion and now, vhile some of the pioneers are still with us, 
is the time to write it down.

That noble Order of heroic and saintly women 
has done priceless work for Dhruoh and State among us. They have 
kept in the fore-front of educational progress; they have led the 
van guard in personal efficiency and in all that pertains to Christ
ian and secular learning and their record of tireless and devoted 
service is worthy of the glorious cause to which they have dedica
ted their lives.

Wishing you abundant success in this praise 
worthy task you have undertaken, I am

Devotedly yours,

J.M. Hansan



St • Mary* s Rectory 
Ot tumwa, Iowa 
November 18, 1933

Sister Mary Alberta 
Neola, Iowa
Dear Sister:-

I received your letter in which you askBd 
me for any material where you might get information of 
St. Mary*s Sohool in early days.

I am sending you a Jubilee book written 
at the time St. Patrick’s parish was celebrating its 
Golden Jubilee. I am sure this will be of great help 
to you*

You can depend on it for accuracy as 
Father Hogan spent a great deal of time in its prepa
ration.

Your request gave me great pleasure for 
I have for sometime been anxious that someone write a 
history of our school of which we are so proud.

Last December at the dedication of our 
new church the "Courier" issued a Jubilee publication 
which contains much early history. A copy was sent you 
today.

I shall continue nfy interest in your work 
and if I can be of any further help I hope you will not 
hesitate to write to me again.

Your sincere friend,

J. M. Walsh



TABLE I

A SUMMARY OF THE SCBDOLS OF THE SISTERS OF HUMILITY IN IOWA

School
No.

Opened. Closed No. of 
Sisters 
at first

No. of
Sisters
now

No. of 
Pupils 
at first

No. of 
Pupils 
now

‘ 1 1877 2 16 53 265
2 1879 4 9 75 272
3 1880 1884 2 38
4 1885 3 8 125 125
5 1888 1903 3 68
6 1891 3 10 70 200
7 1894 1905 2 26
8 1895 1 5 15 90
9 1902 1 10 50 225

10 1903 3 8 100 200
11 1903 1907 2

12 1904 2 3 65 163

13 1905 190^ 3 100

14 1908 3 7 53 260

15 1909 3 10 48 125

16 1912 4 16 200 433

17 1913 2 7 78 98

18 1914 8 15 50 150

19 1919 3 5 67 125

20 1922 5 8 125 102

21 1925 6 8 58 102

22 1929 4 6 115 125
23 1930 4 5 84 110

j



TABLE I A

SCHOOL NO. NAME LOCATION

School 1 St. Mary’s Ottumwa

School 2 St. Mary's Marshalltown

School 3 St. Mary1s Fairfield

School 4 St. Joseph's Ft. Madison

School 5 St. Alphonsus Mt. Pleasant

School 6 St. Joseph's Neola

School 7 St. Boniface's Exira

School 8 St. Vincent's Davenport

School 9 Public School Parnell

School 10 Public School Cosgrove

School 11 St. Mary's Churchville

School 12 Public School Melrose

School 13 St. Mary's Portsmouth

School 14 St. Alphonsus' Davenport

School 15 St. Joseph's Dunlap

School 16 St. Anthony's Des Moines

School 17 St. Patrick's Geo rgetown

School 18 St. Joseph's 
Academy

Ottumwa

School 19 Our Lady's Bettendorf

School 20 St. Mary's Stuart

School 21 Ottumwa College Ottumwa

School 22 St. Patrick's Ottumwa

School 23 St. Mary's Centerville
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