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FOREWORD

The greatest successes in life are not of the mate
rial or intellectual world as such, hut of the Kingdom of 
God. In these pages, I wish to call attention to the 
progress made by the Catholic Church from its introduc
tion into the city of Wichita down to the present time. 
While endeavoring to give a truthful representation of 
the principal events occurring in the history of Catho
licity in Wichita, I have bestowed my closest attention 
on such points as are of superior importance and it has 
been my aim to give to each topic the consideration suit
able to its importance, and space proportionate to the 
extent of the whole study.

I have attempted to rescue from oblivion the mem
ories of the earnest pioneers that they may live on in 
the minds and hearts of the faithful unto edification, 
and to give to those interested in the Catholic Church 
of Wichita, a reference work in which facts can be found 
to show that the Church has been, and is, an integral 
part of the city of 7/ichita.

I have tried to write the exact truth, since this 
thesis would have no value unless it is honest. I he



made as much use as possible of old letters and diaries, 
because it seemed to me that the contemporary opinions, 
however crude and ingenuous, of the people in the period 
under review are an important testament, and the people 
and places of which I am writing'are too near and too 
real to be made the subjects of an imaginative, detached 
reconstruction.

I shall be grateful indeed if I have given an im- 
pre3sion of the creditable achievements, and the events 
relative to the progress of Catholicity in \7ichita.
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CHAPTER I

THE BEGINNING OE CATHOLICITY IN WICHITA

The beginning of Catholicity in Wichita dates back 
to 1869-1- when Wichita was attended by the Jesuits from 
Osage Mission. One of these, Bather Paul M. Ponziglione, 
was the first priest to visit Wichita. This missionary 
priest was born Bebruary 11, 1818, in the city of Cheras- 
co, Piedmont, Italy. He was educated in the Royal Col- 
lege of Noevera, and the College of Nobles at Turin, both 
conducted by the Jesuits. In 1839 Count Paul Ponziglione 
di Borgo d'Ales of M. Berrers gave up wealth and position 
to become a Jesuit, that he might devote his life and 
labor to the cause of religion in America. On the night 
of Bebruary 28, 1848, while still in college at Genoa, 
young Paul and eighteen defenseless old Jesuits were ar
rested by the revolutionists, placed in the hull of a 
ship in a dark dingy place, and deported. March 25 of 
the same year while in Rome, Bather Paul was ordained

1. Sister Mary Isabel McCarthy, C.S.J., The Influence of 
Osage Mission unon Catholic Development of Southern 
Hansas. 1867-1883. 33-34.
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priest "by Cardinal Constantine Patrizi. The following 
day he sailed from Rome, and after forty-eight days on a 
wild and stormy sea he arrived in New York. Prom New 
York he came West and for two years served as a mission
ary priest in Missouri and Kentucky. May 11, 1851, Fa
ther Paul accompanied the Rt. Rev. John 3. Miege, S.J. to 
his vicariate of the Indian Territory. The missionary 
priest arrived at Osage Mission, his future home,July 4.~ 
There were no white people here save Father John Schoen- 
makers, 3.J., his hand, and a few Sisters of Loretto who 
taught the Indian girls. Rev. John Schoenmakers, S.J. 
commissioned Father Ponziglione to missionary work, who 
took up the task with unflinching courage. He travelled 
on horseback through woodland and across prairie, rain or 
shine, meeting all kinds of people; solicitous with one 
overmastering purpose, that of extending the Kingdom of 
God. His flock was scattered and many times he wrapped 
his Indian blanket about him and with his saddle for a 
pillow he slept the night through on the buffalo grass of 
Kansas’ broad prairies. His faithful ponies were his 
only company, and there was no sound to break the still
ness except the barking of the coyotes or the frequent 2 3

2. St. Paul Journal. March 31, 1898.
3. Ibid.
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yells of the Indians who roamed the prairies at that 
time.^ In making his first visit to Wichita he had not 
announced his coming and received no hospitality until he 
could he identified by someone of the town.

The Catholics of the town numbered thirteen. Nine 
of these were members of the Meagher and Mahoney families, 
while the other four were Mrs. Griffenstein, her child, 
and Mrs. Pierce and her child. Mrs. Griffenstein and Mrs. 
Pierce were married to non-Catholics. According to rec
ords, the first Mass ever said in Wichita was offered up 
in the Meagher home in 1869. Pather Ponzigliene also 
preached the first Catholic sermon in this district. The 
Meagher family were highly honored over the opportunity 
to have Mass in their humble home. Por nine long years 
Mr. Meagher had suffered from paralysis, and the privi
leges concurrent with Pather Ponziglione's visit were a 
special comfort to him.^

In the seventies, regard for law and life in Kansas 
was at a low ebb. More than once Pather Ponziglione's 
life was saved only by a narrow escape. On one occasion, 
when returning to Osage Mission, he neared the famous 
Bender farm at nightfall. He had been accustomed to stop 4 5

4. Ibid.
5. Sister Mary Isabel McCarthy, 0£. cit.. 5.
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there for meals in the daytime and now thought to remain 
there for the night. Nearing the farm, he himself felt 
distrustful, and without warning his team of ponies 
started to gallop forward. For two miles they kept on 
without halting, until he reached the "hospitable cot
tage" of an Irish family, who gave him lodging for the 
night.6 Later it was discovered that the Bender family 
had murdered eight people who had stopped there for meals.

In July 1870, on his way to Wichita from Eldorado, 
the priest lost his way as the road had been changed. 
Wandering on, he met a doctor returning from a sick call, 
who guided him to his destination. On July 17, Father 
Ponzigli one said Mass in Wichita and gave a lecture Sun
day afternoon. Both were well attended; Protestants as 
well as Ga-tholics came to the lecture. At this time the 
first appeal was made for the erection of a church as 
shown by extracts from his letter written August 23,1870:

Many Protestants begged me to remain and 
erect a church in their own town, making liberal 
offers of land for the purpose. Though I ex
plained to them how impossible it was for me to 
comply with their desire, still seeing them de
termined to build a church, I allowed them to 
proceed that very day to appoint a committee of 
trustees whose business it will be, with our Rev. Bishop's approbation to select a spot, raise

6. Ibid., 7.
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a subscription and build a church.^
Father Paul left V,richita July 18 in search of a 

Catholic family some seven miles east of Eldorado on Bird 
Creelc. After a long and earnest search, he came upon a 
poor man, sick and hardly able to speak, sitting on a 
rock. Upon meeting the priest, the man became electri
fied, introduced himself as Michael McAndrew, and invited 
the priest to his home, which was as simple as nature 
could make it; for he had neither house, hut, nor tent, 
not even a wagon wherein to shelter himself, his wife, or 
his three children, but all simply lived on the plain 
prairies with grass beds, no furniture save a large chest, 
several chairs, some kitchen utensils, and a stove built 
of rocks.

The next day, preparations were made for celebrating 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Father Taul doubted for 
a moment if he should celebrate Mass in the open under 
such circumstances. The earnest appeal of the family in
duced him to comply with their wishes. An altar stone 
was placed on the chest, a quilt was hoisted against the 
wind, the cross was raised, and Mass was celebrated. A 
sky of pure sapphire was the canopy, the rising sun with 
no cloud to mar its bea,uty shown in its grandeur, the 7

7. Ibid.. 7.
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wind hushed its whisperings as if in reverence to the 
Great Mystery, the balmy fragrance of flowers sent sweet 
incense forth, while the birds made the air resound with 
their sweet melodies. A more noble temple could not have 
been found, and the lively faith of this devout family 
was manifested through their sighs, fervent prayers and 
prostrate faces, down on the ground adoring the Most 
Blessed Sacrament.®

When on November 27, 1870, Bather Ponziglione again 
celebrated Mass in Wichita he found that his congregation 
had greatly increased and now numbered about sixty souls. 
The Mass had been previously announced through the tov/n 
newspaper and as the day was Sunday, the attendance was 
good. From July 1869 the Catholics had been gathering 
at one another's homes to assist at Mass. On June 4, 
1871, Bather Ponziglione said Mass in a "spacious school 
h o u s e . D u r i n g  1870-1871, Wichita was attended monthly 
from Osage Mission by Rev. John Schoenmakers, S.J., Rev. 
P. M. Ponziglione, S.J., a,nd Rev. Philip Colleton, S.J. 
During the first part of 1872, Rev. John Murphy from 
Cottonwood Balls ministered to the people and Bather 8 9

8. St. Louis University Archives, Bather Ponziglione's 
Writings. August 29, 1870.

9. Official Catholic Directory. 1871-1872, also Wichita__USagle". July 11, 18BT7 _____________________
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Ponzigliene made occasional visits. August 4, 1872, Mass 
was again celebrated at eight and ten o'clock by Father 
Ponzigli one in the schoolhouse10 11 12 13 on Emporia and Third 
Streets,H which served as the church until November, 
1872. Father Ponziglione saw great possibilities for 
■Wichita, as is evidenced from the following account:

Father Paul, just from a sequestered school 
in the mountains of Italy was in Wichita last 
week in pursuance of a permit from the Pontifi
cal authorities. Wichita has been designated 
as a point at which to erect a large institution 
of learning should everything prove as favorable as the church has reason to believe. The Mother 
Church vali ask no local aid for the erection of 
the building or the maintaining of the schools.
We are able to get only a few ideas at this time 
with reference to the matter, but expect to improve on them.-1-2
September 29, 1872, Father Colleton said Mass in the 

schoolhouse.13
In the summer of 1872 subscriptions for a building 

were solicited bjr a "very zealous and capable person" ap
pointed by Father Ponziglione. It is the general opinion 
that the lady referred to was Mrs. Meagher, the "Mother 
of Wichita and the Catholic Church in Wichita," as she

10. Wichita Eagle. August 2, 1872.
11. Illustrated Hi story of Wichita, 5-6.
12. Wichi ta Eagle. August 16, 1872.
13. Ibid., September 26, 1872.
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was commonly known by the early pioneers. Through her
efforts subscriptions were raised^ and lots located
north of the depot, near the schoolhousel8 were donated

1 Ato father Ponsiglione.
The church foundation was soon commenced but some 

difficulty arose which was referred to the Rt. Rev. Co
adjutor Bishop of Leavenworth.Through his assistance 
the foundation (36 x 62) was complete by October 10, 
1872.14 15 16 17 18

14. Sister Mary Isabel McCarthy, ojd. cit.. 34.
15. Pi chi ta Eag_le, October 10, 1872.
16. Rev. Anton J. Kuhls, Reminiscences of forty Years. 5.
17. Sister Mary Isabel McCarthy, ov. cit.. 35.
18. Pichita Eagle. October 10, 1872.



ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL PARISH 

St. Alovsius* Church. 1872-1888

In October 1872, Rt. Rev. L. M. Kink, D. D., of 
Leavenworth, Kansas, appointed Rev. Anton Kuhls temporary 
pastor of Wichita, for the purpose of organizing the 
small band of Catholics into a congregation, establishing 
a parish and building a church.1

Rather Kuhls took up quarters with the now widowed 
Mrs. Meagher. He said Mass on the pia.no in the house of 
Mrs. Dr. Bickford.2

October 15, 1872, J. R. Meade donated to Rather 
Kuhls lots on the northeast corner of Rourth Avenue (St. 
Rrancis) and Second Streets. He also gave a parcel of 
land in the second block of North Lawrence and liberally 
contributed to all building expenses. The property was 
sold and the proceeds used to help Rather Kuhls pay for 1 2

CHAPTER II

1. Souvenir Bo ok of the Dedicati on of St. Mary* s Cathe 
dral. 5-9; also Wichita City Directory. 1878, 117.

2. Cathedral Archives.



the church repairs.^
About the middle of November, Father Kuhls read an

advertisement of the sale of the Presbyterian Church.
The next da,y he bought both building and furniture for
$500. On the third day, Mr. Eempton, for $100,3 4 5 6 moved
the little frame building from Second and Wichita
Streets^ to St. Francis and Second Streets, where it was
soon fitted up as a church with a room partitioned off
for the pastor.7 8 9 10 The total cost ($740) was paid during
Father Kuhl's pastorate of two months. The first $100
was liberally contributed by a Catholic Indian squaw,^

qwhile the sale of a lot, and small contributions from 
the few Catholics^0 completed the payment of $240.

Relative to his work in Wichita, Father Kuhls gives 
the following account in his Reminiscences of Forty Years

3. Ibid.
4. Wichita Eagle. November 21, 1872.
5. Wichita City Directory. 118.
6. Wichita Eagle. November 14, 1872.
7. Ibid.. November 21, 1872.
8. Cathedral Archives.
9. Souvenir Book of the Dedication of St. Mary’s Cathe

dral. 5-9.
10. Cathedral Archives.

10
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At this time the first Catholic parish in 
Wichita was organized and the writer "bought a 
"building newly erected "by a Protestant congre
gation for $500. It was an entirely new "build
ing and had cost the Protestant congregation 
$1000. The $500 I paid for the building was 
collected from Protestant citizens except $100.
There were only three Catholic families in the 
town. The moving of the building to our own 
lots previously secured by Pather Paul, S. J. 
(Ponziglione) was paid for by a Mrs. Austin 
donating a cow worth $100. The church was 
dedicated and called St. Aloysius Church by 
the writer. While stopping at Wichita I took 
my meals at the county poor house kept by a kind 
Irish family.!!
On November 24, 1872, the church was blessed and 

dedicated to St. Aloysius Gonzaga.12 The attendance was 
large and the donations were liberal, for which Pather 
Kuhls, filled with gratitude, extended thanks in behalf 
of the Catholic Society.13 This structure served the 
Wichita Catholics from 1872 to 1884. The congregation 
increased rapidly and Mass attendance was good. Once a 
week, usually on Sunday, Pather Kuhls would give a lec
ture which was attended by Protestants as well as Cath
olics; he also gave regular catechetical instructions to
the few children.14 11 12 13 14

11. Rev. Anton Kuhls, op. cit.. 7.
12. Cathedral Archives.
13. Wichita Eagle. November 28, 1872.
14. Cathedral Archives.
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The first baptism administered was on November 5, 
1872, to Katherine M a r t i n . T h e  first marriage was per
formed November 15, 1872, when Father Kuhls united in 
marriage Matthew Kessler and Elizabeth Theis.15 16 17 18 19 20 21 During 
his short stay he baptized two children and married two 
couples.17

At the end of two months, December 1872. Father 
Kuhls returned to Wyandotte. His salary for his services 
in Wichita was a Jersey cow which brought him the price 
of his railroad fare.18 Thirty-seven years later he re
turned to visit the parish which he had established.-1-“

On January 2, 1873, Rev. F. F. Swembergh, formerly 
of Prairie City, Kansas, was appointed first resident 
pastor of Wichita.20 This kind, pleasant, and intelligent 
pastor played an important part in the real beginning of 
settlement and civilization in Wichita.21 He had charge

15. Cathedral Archives, Daptismal Records.
16. Ibid.. Marriage Records.
17. Catholic Advance. June 5, 1909.
18. Cathedral Archives.
19. Catholic Advance. June 5, 1909.
20. Wichita City Directory. 1878, 117.
21. Wichita Eagle. January 9, 1873.
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also of mission points in Southwestern Kansas.22
Beginning in June 1873, Mass was read the first a.nd 

third Sunday of every month at eight and ten o’clock.'53 
On October 12, 1873, the sacrament of Confirmation was 
administered to eighteen persons by Rt. Rev. Bishop L. M. 
Kink.24

Under the supervision of Bather Swembergh, the 
church was remodelled, plastered, painted, and refur
nished, making a very neat and inviting church^5 for his 
small congregation of forty souls.26 He established the 
first parochial school in 1 8 7 3 , 2 2 an(j j_n the same year he 
held the first Catholic fair and festival in Wichita at 
the Eagle Ilall which was a great success, the receipts 
amounting to $700.^ To further the Catholic cause and 
to aid his small parish financially, Bather Swembergh 
also gave lectures.29 22 23 * 25 26 27 28 29

22. Souvenir Book of the Dedication of St. Mary’s Cathe
dral . 5-9.

23. Wichita Eagle. January 9, 1873.
24 . Cathedral Archives.
25. Wichita Eagle. October 18, 1873.
26. Ibid.
27. Ibid.
28. Ibid.. July 10, 1873.
29. Ibid., May 7, 1874._________________________________
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Father Swenbergh was replaced March 15, 1874, "by 
Father Shurz,under whose care the young parish thrived, 
and Catholicity made rapid progress not only in Wichita 
hut over the six counties which were entrusted to him.
In this field he labored for five years, driving through 
the blazing heat of the shelterless prairies in summer 
and the Kansas blizzards in winter for a distance of 
seventy-five to one hundred miles at a stretch.31 During 
his pastorate, the first of First Holy Communion Classes 
received on December 26, 1875.30 31 32 33

In November 1876, Father Shurz made a trip to Europe 
and during his absence from November 9, 1876 to March 22, 
1877, the parish was again in charge of Father Felix 
Swembergh.33

On September 24, 1877, lots 39 and 41 at the oppo
site corner of the south side of Second Street and Fourth 
Avenue were deeded to Rev. J. C. Shurz by John Stout for 
the consideration of $400. On January 19, 1882, Rev. J.

30. Wichita City Directory. 1878, 117.
31. Souvenir Book of the Dedication of St. Mary’s Cathedral, 5-9.
32. Wichita Eagle. December 30, 1875.
33. Ibid.. November 9, 1876.
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C. Shurz deeded the property to Bishop Fink.34 On this 
property St. Aloysius’ Church, later the pro-Cathedral, 
stood from 1884 to 1919.34 35 36 The first church committee on
record served in 1878, namely, T. H. Lynch, G. Gradley, 
and H . Grady.38 39

In June 1878, St. Aloysius' parish had planned a "big 
celebration for St. Aloysius’ feast day. The rains were 
unusually heavy, and father Shurz, who had been on a 
visit to surrounding missions, at the ri3k of his life, 
forded the swollen streams early that morning that he 
might be present to minister to his people.37

During the time of Father Shurz, the school ran down 
and was discontinued. On the first of November 1879,38 
Father Shurz was appointed to St. Marks, Kansas,3  ̂and 
Rev. Thomas J. McCaul from Newman, Kansas, was trans-

34. The delay in the transfer of the deed was probably 
due to the fact that it necessitated that length of 
time to collect the funds to liquidate the debt.

35. Court Records, V. F., 634.
36. Wichita City Directory, 1878, 117.
37. Si chita Eagle. June 27, 1878.
38. Ibid.. June 11, 1884.
39. Souvenir Book of the Dedicati on of St. Mary’s Cathe

dral . 5-9.



ferred to Wichita.^0 Father McCaul proceeded at once to 
reopen the school.^

During Father McCaul's pastorate, subscriptions 
v/ere solicited, and the first measures were taken toward 
the erection of a new church. He also procured the 
ground for Calvary Cemetery.

The old cemetery, a part of the one hundred fifty 
acres of donation and located on a plot which was former
ly a part of the Redmond farm in West Wichita, was low 
and in a hardpan soil so that the water would not sink 
away. A non-Catholic man objected to burying his Cath
olic wife in a grave of water. Father McCaul explained 
to the non-Catholic the teaching of the Church on this 
point, whereupon the broad-minded non-Catholic said,
"Father, I'll drive to the cemetery with you and show 
you the grave prepared for my wife and if you still in
sist I shall bury her in your cemetery." The rainy 
season had made the roads leading to the cemetery almost 
impassable. Several times while they were driving to the 
cemetery, Father McCaul asked to turn back. The non- 40 41 *

16

40. Wichita Cj ty Directory. 1878, 117.
41. Wichita Eagle. November 10, 1881; also Official Cath- 

olic Directory. 1880.
42. Souvenir Book of the Dedication of St. Mary1s Cathe

dral. 5-9.
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Catholic, however, drove on until they reached the ceme
tery where they lound the grave filled with water. The 
present cemetery site was then purchased in 1883, and the 
fevr T/ho had been buried in the cemetery were removed 
later.43

father McCaul's pastorate ended the latter part of 
August 1883, and father Gregory Kelly from Winfield^ 
replaced him. With the coming of Father Kelly, new life 
came to the parish. Mass was said every Sunday at ten, 
and Vespers sung in the evening at seven.45 He inaugu
rated the building of a new brick church and laid the 
foundation, the corner stone of which was blessed July 6, 
1884, by Rt. Rev. Bishop Fink, assisted by Father Weigand 
of Illinois.

But a contention arose between the priest and the 
people which retarded the progress,4? and the basement 
was roofed and services held there.48 Father Kelly, the 
once popular priest, now no longer loved, no longer 43 44 45 46 47 48

43. Michael Cooke, Mrs. A. J. Braiser, August 26, 1934.
44. Wichita Ragle. August 26, 1883.
45. Ibid.. November 29, 1883.
46. Ibid.. July 11, 1884.
47. Mrs. Tom Kennedy, September 2, 1934.
48. Dan Dwyer, August 26, 1934.
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looked upon with favor by his people, begged Bishop Fink 
to remove him, and he was replaced by Rev. M. J. Casey 
in 1885.4® It was at this time that the famous "boom," 
remembered by all the old residents, was surging. Wich
ita began to soar and the population increased in leaps 
and bounds; Father Casey, a keen business man, conceived 
the idea of establishing a real estate company to buy and 
sell land, the proceeds of which were to be used for the 
erection of Catholic institutions. His plan was heartily 
approved by the church committee, who succeeded in secur
ing a charter for the Catholic Improvement Real Estate 
Company of Wichita.

The newly-organized company selected the slightly 
elevated green knolls west of the growing city for a 
Catholic addition to "boom" Wichita.5® The company so
licited property and an immediate response followed from 
the Catholic farmers, who in their generosity to help the 
Church and to realize a profit for themselves, liberally 
donated five, ten, and fifteen-acre plots. These were 
divided into lots.

To increase the value of the donated property»Father 
Casey proposed that a college, a church, and an academy 49 50

49. Michael Cooke, August 26, 1934.
50. Court Records.
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be erected at once, to be paid for from the proceeds of 
the lots sold.

The Land Company also made generous donations to in
duce the church people to establish their institutions in 
College Green. Property for Mt. Carmel Academy and St. 
John's Institute was donated to the church and deeded to 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Pink.51 52 53

When the selling of lots commenced, speculation was 
at its height and lots sold for two and three hundred 
dollars. Many good Catholics bought lots at fabulous 
prices to help the young priest.

Mon-Catholics, filled with enthusiasm, ambition, 
and a spirit of progressiveness, purchased lots also.
The sale continued until 1887 when the "boom" collapsed; 
however, before the collapse came, Father Casey had ob-

52tained sufficient money to carry on the building program. 
The church building, discontinued by Father Kelly, was 
finished by Farther Casey and consecrated under the patron
age of St. Aloysius Gonzaga.5  ̂ This completed, Father 
Casey soon had the old church removed and a new St.

51. John Dougherty, September 5, 1934.
52. Michael Cooke, August 26, 1934.
53. Souvenir Book of the Dedication of St. Mary's Cathe

dral . 5-9.



20

Aloysius' School standing in its place. Other buildings 
erected we re: Mt. Carmel Academy on Douglas; St. John's 
Institute on McCormick and Sheridan; St. Joseph’s Church 
on Millwood and Texas; and the first St. Patrick’s Church 
in North Wichita. St. Joseph's Church and Mt. Carmel, 
when erected, were free from debt through the money real
ized from the sale of lots. St. John's was less fortunate 
and was obliged to take a mortgage,54 while the paying of 
the pro-Cat hedral School was finished by subscriptions 
from the parish members.

The church committee who supported Father Casey in 
his extensive building program were: William Carey, Paul 
Ozwne, and Michael Cooke.^5

In 1887 with the collapse of the "boom," property 
lost its value, and the mortgages proved worthless; spec
ulators and property holders lost heavily; business 
houses were vacated and property could be bought for a 
song. This, too, through Father Casey’s ability to fore
see, was taken advantage of by the Catholic Church.
While every one else was losing property, the church did 
not lose a single piece. Father Casey watched Wichita 
grow and put forth every effort to promote the welfare 54 55

54. David Lahey, August 24, 1934.
55. Michael Cooke, August 26, 1934.
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of the church. His efforts were not in vain, for when 
he came to Wichita in 1885 he found only a roofed base
ment for a church; when he left in 1889, Catholic ser
vices were being conducted in seven sections of the city. 
The parish of St. Aloysius numbered 600 souls; that of 
St. Boniface (German) 150, in charge of Bather Loevenich; 
that of St. Joseph, 200, under Rev. John Begley; that of 
the Assumption, 100, under Rev. F. J. Hartman.56 All 
Hallows’ Chapel and St. Francis' Chapel were attended 
from the Cathedral.57

After the death of Bishop-elect James O’Reilly, Rev. 
pff. J. Casey, D.D. was appointed administrator of the dio
cese on October 15, 1887, which office he held until the 
consecration of Rt. Rev. Bishop Hennessy on November 30, 
1888. He remained but three months after Bishop Hennessy 
came to Wichita, when he was appointed to Newton, Kansas, 
and was succeeded in Wichita by Rev. J. Henry Tihen from 
St. Louis,58 on August 2, 1887.59

56. This church is mentioned in the Catholic Directory of 
1889. The Cathedral Archives carry no record con
cerning the existence of this church, but according 
to the recollection of Bishop Tihen and Kichael Cooke 
it was the church which was known later as St. Pat
rick’s Church.

57. Official Catholic Directory. 1889, 381.
58. Kost Rev. J. Henry Tihen, September 15, 1934.
59. Official Catholic Directory. 1888, 395.



Pro-Cathedral. 1888-1912.

In 1888, as the Bishop liras unable through lack of 
funds to erect a Cathedral in the episcopal city, St. 
Aloysius' Church became known as the pro-Cathedral and 
retained this title until replaced by the new Cathedral 
in 1912.

One of Bishop Ilennessy's first acts was to invite 
Bather Tihen to be pastor of the pro-Cathedral. The 
Bishop desired a man with whom he was personally ac
quainted, who would share with him in the hardships of 
Kansas. Accordingly he invited Bather Tihen to come 
west and assist him. The young priest dreaming of such 
an opportunity accepted the Bishop’s invitation.

John Henry Tihen was born July 17, 1861, in Olden
burg, Indiana. He received his elementary school work in 
the district school three miles from Jefferson City, Mis
souri, after which he attended St. Benedict's College, 
Atchison, Kansas, from 1878 to 1882. In 1882 he began his 
theological studies at St. Brancis’ Seminary in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, and was ordained in 1886 by Most Rev. Peter 
Kenrick, Archbishop of St. Louis. Brom his ordination 
until 1889 he was curate of St. John's Church in St. 
Louis. In 1905, he was made Monsignor, and on July 6,
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1911, after twenty-three years of labor in Wichita, he 
was consecrated in the pro-Cathedral as Bishop of Lincoln 
hy Rt. Rev. J. J. Hennessy. In September 1917, he was 
transferred to the diocese of Denver, where he remained 
until January 1931, when upon resigning the bishopric he 
was appointed Titular Bishop of Bosana.60 61

Through all the trials in establishing the newly- 
organized diocese, Rev. Rather Tihen stood by his bishop 
most faithfully. Providence had designed that these two 
great men struggle together, endure and suffer hardships 
together, and labor unceasingly in the work of the parish 
and diocese.63-

Prior to Father Tihen's coming to Wichita, the 
building program of the Catholic Church had been so com
pletely developed that the new pastor v/as able to direct 
his energies in another line, and he devoted himself to 
upbuilding the spiritual kingdom of God in the hearts and 
souls of his parishioners. Endowed v/ith a special gift 
of oratory, enriched by profound scholarship, he brought 
to Wichita a culture and versatility which enhanced the 
message that he conveyed.

However, by 1905, the need for a new Cathedral

60. Most Rev. J. Henry Tihen, September 15, 1934.
61. Catholic Advance. March 23, 1912.



became really acute. The pro-Cathedral was old, and the 
fallen plaster caused Bishop Tihen to comment at the lay
ing of the corner stone: "Moses was commanded to go up 
to the high places to adore; we worshipped in the old 
church until the high places have come down to us."62 63 64 65

On Sunday, May 7, 1905, a meeting of the parishioners 
was held. It was agreed to begin at once to build on the 
Meade property, a plot of ground 300 feet square on the 
corner of Lawrence and Central Avenues, which had been 
purchased in June 1890, by Bishop Hennessy for this pur
pose .

The ground was blessed on Palm Sunday, April 1906.
With a gold spade, the Rt. Rev. Bishop broke the ground,66 
and on October 17, 1906, the corner stone was laid. The 
heavy foundation of Oklahoma red granite was finished and 
allowed to settle for two years.6^

In 1910 Rev. J. M. Monnier was made assistant pastor 
at the pro-Cathedral, and in 1911 was appointed rector.
When Monsignor Tihen was consecrated Bishop of Lincoln,66 
Bather Monnier became director in the building of the
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62. Sister M. Louis Kennedy, August 25, 1931.
63. Catholic Advance. April 14, 1906.
64. Ibid.. December 6, 1913.
65. Most Rev. J. Henry Tihen, September 15, 1934.



new Cathedral which, at a cost of $500,000, was ready for 
dedication in September 1912. Great preparations were 
made for this eventful day. The private car of President 
Bush of the Missouri Facific Railroad was sent to Balti
more to convey Cardinal Gibbons and Bishop O'Connell of 
Richmond, Virginia, to Wichita. The Rt. Rev. Bishop, the 
clergy, city officials, and a great throng of the laity 
welcomed the Cardinal at the depot, which had been artis
tically decorated by the railroad officials in honor of 
the distinguished visitor.

St♦ Mary * s Cathedral. 1912-1955.

The dedication of the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception took place Thursday morning, September 19,
1912. The dedicatory services were conducted by His Emi
nence, Cardinal Gibbons, of Blatimore, surrounded by one- 
third of the hierarchy of the United States, the largest 
number of prelates ever assembled in the West. One hun
dred fifty priests and thousands of the laity from far 
and near were present. A parade in the afternoon, com
posed of Catholics from all parts of the diocese, num
bered five thousand people, on foot or horseback, on 
floats or in automobiles, directed by Capt. 0. L. Sweeney 66

66. Catholic Advance. April 14, 1 9 1 6 . _________ ______^
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and his corps of eighteen men. The way of inarch was 
opened hy four mounted policemen. The ensign "bearers 
leading the "band at the head of the procession carried an 
American and a Papal flag.^V

The Dedication Book of St. Mary's Cathedral contains 
a summarized description of the edifice:

The Cathedral, 169 feet "by 80 feet and 135 
feet high to the top of the dome is "built of Bed
ford Indiana stone. The exterior is Renaissance 
in style and is very attractive. The facade with 
its massive columns of polished Vermont gray 
granite, supporting an appropriately carved arch, 
is most imposing. On the architrave are carved 
the words "Sancta Maria Mater Dei Ora Pro Hobis."
Over the main entrance is placed a "beautiful 
hand-carved medallion of the Blessed Mother.
The "bell tower and prominence at the front and 
the "beautiful copper-covered dome surmounted "by 
a gold cross give a special note to the Roman
esque style of the church. Experts have pointed 
out the Cathedral as one of the most perfect ex
amples of architectural work in the city.

The interior is in keeping with the beauty 
of the exterior. Massive columns supporting 
the roof are of polished Minnesota gray marble 
with stone bases embedded in deep cement founda
tion.

The commodious sanctuary contains a large 
center altar of imported Italian marble from 
the famous Italian quarries. Columns and pan
els on the altars are of Pavonazzo marble. The 
tabernacle is of chilled steel lined with cedar 
having a door of steel, burnished in gold and 
with relief work representing emblems of theHoly Eucharist.68 67 68

67. Souvenir Book of the Dedication of St. Mar?/' s Cathe
dral. 37.

68. Ibid.. 30-31.
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From 1911 to 1917 the Cathedral parish continued in 
charge of Rev. J. M. Monnier. A reputed musician himself, 
this zealous pastor ws,s noted for his interest in the 
church music and he paid special attention to the hoys’ 
choir. He inaugurated the children’s Mass on Sunday and 
directed their congregational singing. Appointed pastor 
of St. Joseph's Church in Humboldt, Kansas, in 1917, he 
was succeeded at the Cathedral by Rev. W. M. Farrell.

The new pastor was horn in Kentland, Indiana, May 
12, 1876. He received his early education at Independency 
Kansas, and attended St. Benedict's College, Atchison, 
Kansas, for his classical studies (1896-1900). In 1900 
he entered Kenrick Seminary where he studied for two 
years v'hen Bishop Ilennessy sent him to Rome, where he at
tended the Forth American College to complete his theo
logical course, and was ordained there on December 15, 
1905, in Capronica College. Returning to America in Feb
ruary 1906, he received his first assignment as curate of 
the pro-Cathedral. In June of the same year he was made 
assistant editor and business manager of the Catholic 
Advance.

July 3, 1908 he was appointed pastor of St. Teresa’s 
parish, Hutchinson, Kansas, where he built a beautiful

69. Sister M. Louis Kennedy, August 6, 1934. *j--------- --------------------------------------------—
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church. August 15, 1917, quietly and unannounced, he 
came to Wichita, having heen appointed rector of the Ca
thedral.70 As a "builder, organizer and executive, he has 
had an outstanding career.

Without money and with a heavy debt on the parish, 
Father Farrell took up the work assigned to him. This 
zealous priest is a man whom the magnitude of any labor 
leaves undaunted, whose temperament is the fruitful 
source of his success. Before making any attempt in this 
great undertaking, it is said, he prayed in his daily 
Mass for one whole year that the Mother of God would 
guide him in the furtherance of the building project.

In 1919, when prosperity was bestowing its bright 
smiles upon the priest and his parishioners, he called a 
meeting and broached the school question. At this meet
ing Father Farrell, with all his power of oratorical elo
quence, demonstrated colorfully and forcibly the urgent 
necessity of a new school. While for three hours he 
"auctioneered" the opportuneness of the time, his appeal 
was so forceful that when the subscriptions were taken up, 
the evidence of the response was manifest in the generous 
donations from the parishioners, for in less than half an 
hour, $72,000 was subscribed. Some subscriptions were

70. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Wm. Farrell, September 10, 1934.
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doubled, and others trebled as enthusiasm heightened.
So completely did Father Farrell accomplish his pur

pose that the accumulating process continued over a peri
od of eight years, beginning with the erection of a 
$150,000 school, completed in 1920. The same year, a 
twenty-three room apartment was purchased for a rectory 
at a cost of $22,500. This was used until 1923 when a 
new rectory specially designed was built for $82,000. In 
1922 a community house and gymnasium costing $25,000 was 
built to which was added in 1925 a one-story annex for 
$15,000, a second story to this in 1927 for $13,000. The 
Cathedral was adorned with stained glass windows from 
Munich in 1927 for $8000 and in 1929 a cooling plant was 
installed at a cost of $6000. Handsome and imposing are 
the two buildings, rectory and school, totalling an ex
penditure of $375,000.

In recognition of his zeal for a.nd his devotion to 
the Church, Rev. Wm. K. Farrell, who had been made Vicar 
General of the diocese, December 5, 1923, was made a Do
mestic Prelate by Pope Pius on June 4, 1924. His Excel
lency, Bishop Schwertner, at the Christmas Midnight Mass 
1924, announced the news to the Cathedral parishioners, 
and the investiture of the newly appointed prelate took



place.71
During the eighteen years of Monsignor Farrell’s 

sacred ministry in Wichita he has instructed and "baptized 
over five hundred converts. Two of these, William and 
Mary Boyd, were Baptized September 9, 1825, at the age of 
eighty-three. It was with tottering footsteps that they 
approached the Holy Table to receive their Eucharistic 
King for the first time.71 72

November 16, 1930, sponsored by the Knights of Colum
bus and the Catholic Advanee. Monsignor Farrell inaugu
rated a course of monthly radio talks. Since that time 
his influence has widened among non-Catholics and the 
number in his convert classes has greatly increased. He 
is, as ever, active in civic affaars for human relief and 
public welfare. His activity during the World War, his 
interest in the Red Cross work, his Liberty Loan speeches, 
his words of encouragement to the young men, his methods 
to keep his parishioners loyal to their country, prove 
that his love of country is next to his love of God.

St. Mary * s Cathedral School

The history of the Catholic school parallels that of
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71. Catholic Advanee. December 29, 1924.
72. Ibid., September 16, 1925.
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the church and is the history of education in the parish. 
Vilien first "built, the school was known as St. Aloysius' 
School; from 1888, as the pro-Cathedral School; "but the 
new school in 1920 became known as St.Mary's Cathedral 
School.

In September 1873, Father Swembergh opened St.
7 *5Aloysius' School in a two-room dwelling house on Second 

and Fourth Avenue (now St. F r a n c i s ) T h e  school was in 
charge of a young lady from Leavenworth.^5 According to 
records, the school was open until 1877. It had begun to 
decline in 1875^ and by 1877^ it was closed. After the 
school closed, Sunday school classes were held with a 
good attendance. By December 27, 1877 the number had 
passed one hundred. With the coming of Father McCaul, 
the school revived and was re-opened in November 1881.
The Wichita Eagle, November 19, 1881, carried the follow
ing notation:

A parochial school will be opened this week 73 74 75 76 77 78

73. Wichita Sagle, July 11, 1884.
74. Mrs. A1 Christman, August 25, 1934.
75. Wichita Eagle. July 11, 1884.
76. Ibid.
77. Official Catholic Directory. 1877.
78. Wichita Eagle. December 30, 1877.



in the "building opposite the Catholic Church, 
which has "been fitted up for that purpose. The 
lots are owned "by the parish, and this is "but 
the commencement of a larger and stronger insti
tution. An experienced and competent teacher has 
"been secured from a southern city. As soon as 
the institution gets on its feet and "becomes self- 
supporting, a number of Sisters will "be sent here.79
In 1882, Miss Mary Masbacher, a young girl from 

Pennsylvania, taught the school,80 and in 1883 Miss Sara 
Norton from Newton.81 Until 1884, the school carried an 
enrollment of thirty pupils,82 after which there was a 
gradual increa.se reaching fifty pupils by 1887. During 
the pastorate of Father Kelly, 1883-1885, the school was 
entrusted to his sister, Miss Lizzie K e l l y . O t h e r  lay 
teachers employed were Miss Mary McCabe and Miss Lizzie 
Meade from Butler County. In 1887 Father Casey engaged 
the Sisters of Charity to take charge of the school.
Three Sisters from All Hallows’ Academy and Miss McCabe, 
who had taught several terms in the school, taught during 
1887.

79. V/ichita Eagle. November 10, 1881. Library of Con
gress 1882--Official Catholic Directory. 1882.

80. Mrs. Mary (Masbacher) Phelps, September 17, 1934.
81. T.7ichita City Directory.
82. Official Catholic Directory. 1883, 355.
83. Tichita Eagle. July 11, 1884. 84
84. Sister M. Vivina, B.V.M., November 11, 1934.



33

The Sisters resided at Mt. Carmel Academy, -which is
R5several miles distant. In case of heavy rain or snow, 

they could not come in and there was no school.®® The 
second year, a small cottage east of the school "building 
on Second Street housed the Sisters

In 1887, Father Casey planned the erection of a new 
"brick school building, and classes for the sixty-two 
pupils were conducted in the church basement during the 
process of construction. In 1888 the first floor of the 
new building was temporarily partitioned with heavy build
ing paper into four class rooms.®® The attendance in
creased and the school flourished a,nd progressed steadily.

In 1888 Rev. M. J. Casey established the pro-Cathe- 
dral High School,®^* whose first graduate was Anne Stanton 
in 1892.^® This high school, now known as St. Mary’s 
Cathedral High School, was the first parish high school 
established in the state of Kansas. 85 86 87 88 89 90 91

85. Ibid.
86. Miss Kate Hannibal, August 29, 1934.
87. Sister M. Vivina, B.V.M., Hovember 11, 1934.
88. Mrs. G. H. dickersham, August 29, 1934.
89. Official Catholic Directory. 1932.
90. Miss Anna Wagner, August 5, 1932.
91. Sister M. Louis Kennedy, October 16, 1934.
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In 1890 the number of pupils in the entire school 
was one hundred five.~^ Non-Catholics were admitted to 
the school upon producing satisfactory credentials.

In September 1893, a fifth classroom was opened 
for the primary grades in the basement of the pro-Cathe- 
dral with about thirty pupils in attendance. In 1895, 
Rev. Rather Tihen moved the first St. Patrick's Church, a 
frame building, from North Wichita to the pro-Cathedral 
school grounds for the primary grades, which had reached 
an enrollment of ninety pupils and had created the need 
for an additional teacher. Miss Pocahontas Strickland 
was engaged for a year, and Miss Marie Davis, who later 
became Sister Mary Noel, B.Y.M., assisted for several 
years. At the same time the other grade pupils numbered 
two hundred fifty.

After the Sisters of Charity had conducted the 
school successfully for twelve years,^ Bishop Hennessy 
in 1899 transferred it to the Sisters of 3t. Joseph, whom 
he had received into his diocese. Six Sisters came from 
Abilene and opened school September 3, with an enrollment 
of about two hundred fifty pupils.

In September 1900, a boys' high school was opened 92 93

92. Most Rev. J. Henry Tihen, August 29, 1934.
93. Sister M. Vivina, B.Y.M., November 11, 1934.



in the auditorium of the school "by Professor Snell from 
St.Louis, who advanced a course of study equal to a 
college course. With eight or ten "boys, he began alone, 
but later was assisted by Professor Klinkard, who taught 
history; Professor McGinty, in charge of the mathematics; 
and Kiss Clark, who taught the English course. Good work 
was carried on, but neither the principal nor his teachers 
realized the importance of punctuality. At times the 
morning classes would find the boys alone, and disorder 
prevailed. The Bishop, becoming aware of the condition, 
closed the school at once.94 it had existed for two years 
at this period, and it remained closed until 1916, when 
the Bishop secured the Xaverian Brothers from Baltimore 
to conduct it. Their classes consisted of all the boys 
in the school from the fifth grade inclusive.

The Brothers opened the boys’ high school in the 
pro-Cathedral building on Second and St. Prancis Streets. 
The first faculty consisted of Brother Peter, Brother 
Alexis, and Brother Dominic. They took up their resi
dence in the fifth block on North Market, but moved sev
eral times until the residence at 424 N. Broadway was 
purchased and remodelled into a convenient home that 94

94. Sister M. Louis Kennedy, August 6, 1934.
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endured as long as the Brothers taught in Wichita.
In order to accommodate the hoys in 1916, the girls' 

high school v/as transferred to a frame annex which had 
been purchased from the Webster Public School and moved 
to the Cathedral grounds on Topeka Avenue. This building 
housed the girls' high school, the girls' grades (1-8), 
and the boys' grades (1-4).

By the fall of 1919, the school was overcrowded and 
the fifth and sixth grade girls were accommodated in 
rented rooms which were a part of the Unitarian Church 
across the street from the Cathedral School. The over
crowded condition had reached the boys' school also, and 
a new high school was planned.^

In May 1919, ground was broken on the northeast cor
ner of the square on Central and Topeka. The $150,000 
Bedford stone building (60 x 125) contains twenty-seven 
rooms and an auditorium with seating capacity for seven 
hundred people.

On January 20, 1920, the school was blessed by Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Ilennessy and the dedicatory address was given 95 96 97 98

95. Sister M. Mechtildis 0’Mara, September 29, 1934.
96. Sister M. Louis Kennedy, August 6, 1934.
97. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Wm. Farrell, August 28, 1934.
98. Ibid.



"by Rev. A. J. Kuhlman, 3.J., of St. Mary’s College.
Development of the Cathedral High School in numbers 

had been very slow until 1920. In 1912 there was an en
rollment of fifty girls with a grade school of two hun
dred seventy-five pupils to draw from. In 1919 thirty- 
two girls were enrolled. The accommodations were poor 
and the building was so small that not many could be 
cared for. The progress of the boys’ high school was 
equally slow.

In 1921 a remarkable growth took place; the facili
ties of the new building, the remarkable progress of the 
city, and the growth of the Cathedral parish ga.ve an im
petus to the school. The Cathedral High School became 
the central high school for the parishes of the city;be- 
sides, many students from the small towns in the vicinity 
enrolled.^00

In June 1926, the Xaverian Brothers were recalled to 
their superior and in September 1926 were replaced by the 
Brothers of Mary. In 1932, due to financial circumstances 
in Wichita, the Brothers withdrew and the Sisters of St.
Joseph have since conducted the high school for both boys
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99. Catholic Advance, January 26, 1920.
100. Rev. Richard Joseph Bollig, History of Catholic Edu

cation in Kansas. 1856-1932. 98.
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and girls.101 102
In 1911 a ITormal Training Course was inaugurated; in 

1912, the high school was affiliated with the state; in 
1914, a commercial course was added; in 1917, the school 
was affiliated with the Catholic University at Washing
ton.10^

Thus, from 1873 to 1934, the one-room frame school, 
having one teacher and twenty pupils, has developed into 
a substantial Bedford stone "building with twenty-seven 
rooms, twenty-four teachers and six hundred thirty-four
pupiIs.

From 1873 to 1934 the school has sent into the vine
yard of our Divine Lord fifty representatives--eleven 
hoys and thirty-nine girls, the first in 1895 and the 
last in 1932.

101. Ibid.
102. Ibid.



CHAPTER III 

ST. AUTHOHY'S PARISH 

St. Boniface's Church. 1887-1905

In the early eighties, many Germans came from the 
East to settle in Wichita, and in 1880 Bishop Pink ap
pointed Rev. J. Loevenich, a German priest from Andale, 
to establish a parish. He found twenty families in the 
new parish.1 Services were held for a time in the base
ment of St. Aloysius* Church, but in December 1886 a bet
ter location was found.1 2 3

Pather Loevenich purchased property on the northeast 
corner of Second and Ohio Streets for $4000 from "Buffalo 
Bill," Colonel Matthewson. On this property a two-story 
frame structure (25 x 60), including a chapel was erected 
by Prank Ernstman at a total cost of $2000. Pather 
Loevenich dedicated the church on the first Sunday of Sep
tember 1887 to St. Boniface.^ It served the three-fold

1. St. Anthony1s Anniversary Book. 4.
2. Mrs. A. J. Braiser, September 31, 1934.
3. Catholic Advance. January 15, 1910.



purpose of church, school, and Sisters’ residence.
The upper story was divided into four rooms--parlor, 

dormitory, and kitchen for the Sisters, and one large 
room for class work. The first story served as a chapel.̂
The altar, pews and communion rail were made by Prank 
Ernstman and H. H. Bebbrecht, carpenters of the parish.^

TVhen the parish was first established, there was no 
rectory. Eor three months Pather Loevenich boarded with 
Mrs. A. J. Braiser until a lot, where the church now 
stands, together with three houses on it, was purchased.
One of these houses was rented; the other two, which were 
small, were used by the pastor as a residence. In time 
the two were combined into one and made a fairly respect
able one and one half story rectory. In 1917 this build
ing was sold for $300 and moved away. During the con
struction of a new rectory the priests lived in the 
school hall. Their office, kitchen and dining room were 
located in the basement. The new rectory of brick, tile, 
and stucco is a commanding addition that will serve for 
some time to come.

Additions were made to the old church by Pather
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4. Miss Anna Masbacher, September 3, 1934.
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Loevenicn, which furnished sacristies and a vestibule.6
Father Loevenich remained until 1890 at which time Sishop 
Hennessy invited the Franciscan order of priests to take 
charge of St. Boniface's parish, and the Very Rev.Jerome 
Kilgenstein, Provincial of the Cincinnati Province, in 
February 1890, appointed Rev. Athanasius Lingemann,0.F.M. 
as pastor.6 7 8 Father Athanasius added to the appearance of 
the little church by constructing a tower. Building ma
terial was donated by Joseph Springob, now Brother Libo- 
rius, O.F.M., while Brother Ilugolinus, O.F.M. and Frank 
Ernstman supplied the labor at no expense. A small bell 
costing three hundred dollars, donated to Father Athana
sius by a friend in Germany, was hung in the new tower.

Father Athanasius also purchased lots on the south
east corner of Second and Ohio Streets for $3700. A 
dwelling house on the lot was remodelled and an addition 
built to it for a rectory.

During his pastorate also, lots east of the present 
St. Anthony's School, facing Indiana Street, were pur
chased by the St. Joseph's Society for a boys' playground. 
Father Athanasius acquired a splendid library from his

6. Miss Mary E. Cooke, August 28, 1934.
7. Catholic Advance. December 18, 1919.
8. Ibid.. December 18, 1915.



42

friends in the East to which Father Henry added more 
"books and opened a reading room for the boys.^

Father Athanasius was appointed first Vicar General 
of the Diocese of Wichita "by the Rt. Rev. Bishop, an 
onice which he held until his unexpected death. On June 
23, 1895, a great gloom came over the parish when the 
tolling of the church "bell announced that God had taken 
the "beloved pastor in the midst of his labors. The holy 
Franciscan was a great loss to the Catholics of Wichita.9 10 11 
After his death, Rev. Henry Berberich, O.F.M., who had 
been his assistant, took charge of the parish until Au
gust 1896, when Rev. Charles B. Schoeppner, O.F.M. began 
his pastoral duties.

St. Anthony* s Church. 1905

The advent of the new pastor marks the beginning of 
the new church, which when completed was dedicated not to 
St. Boniface but to St. Anthony. The plans for the new 
church were submitted by Architect Louis Piket of Cincin
nati. On June 13 ground was broken by the school children 
but the digging of trenches did not begin until July 28 11

9. Kiss Mary E. Cooke, August 28, 1934.
10. Catholic Advance, December 18, 1915.
11. Ibid.. December 20, 1919.



Despite murmurings of those who feared, the work pro
gressed . -'-2

On Sunday, December 7, 1904, the corner stone was 
solemnly laid "by Rt. Rev. Bishop Hennessy, assisted hy 
Rev. Rather Tihen.

The building advanced and on August 23, 1905 an 
electric cross was raised. On November 13, 1904, a large 
bell was blessed by the Bishop, and on November 19, it 
vías placed on a platform prepared for that purpose and 
was rung for the first time at 4:40 P.M.aS

By September 1905, the church was completed for wor- 
ship. Built on Roman style, it is a fitting tribute to 
the zeal of the pastor, Father Charles, and the self- 
sacrificing spirit of only seventy-five families, who, 
though not rich, built a church worthy of a flourishing 
city parish.-^

Sunday, September 17, 1905, the church was dedicated 
to St. Anthony of Padua by Rt. Rev. Bishop Hennessy.
Among the clergy present were: Very Rev. Chrysostom 
Theobald, O.F.M. provincial; Father Samuel Pelting,O.F.M.;
Father Alexius Zenter,O.F.M.; Father Philibert Allstaetter, 12 13 14

43

12. Ibid., January 15, 1910.
13. Ibid.. December 20, 1919.
14. Ibid.. January 15, 1910.



44

O.R.M.; lit. Rev.Msgr. Tihen; and Rather T. J. O’Sullivan. 
Rev. Rather Loevenich, founder of the parish nineteen 
years "before, celebrated the Solemn Mass.

Rurthering improvements, Rather Charles installed a 
steam heating plant in December 1906. He built a Grotto 
of Our Lady, which was blessed on September 8, 1307.
By 1910 the entire debt of the parish was liquidated.
The year following, the church was frescoed and the pas
tor presented at Christmas with $1000 besides.

Rather Charles was pastor until August 13, 1914, 
when he was succeeded by Rather Alfred Hermann, who pre
sided for six years. Through his efforts a school was 
erected in 1915, and in 1917 the present rectory south of 
the church. In 1921 Rather Alfred was sent to Lafayette, 
Indiana. 15 16 Rather Osmund Bra,un followed, and during his 
pastorate the pipe organ was installed in the church. In 
1927 Rather Osmund was succeeded by Rather Edward Leary, 
who remained but one year, being succeeded in 1928 by 
Rev. Rather Damian Sander. Rriendly and full of zeal, 
Rather Damian soon won the hearts of his parishioners. 
Baithfully he has kept apace with the temporal achieve
ments, but most marked are the spiritual results, for

15. Ibid.. January 15, 1910.
16. Rev. Rather Damian Sander, O.R.M., Rebruary 1, 1935.



during his pa,storate the grace of God has prompted four 
"boys to enter the monastery and fourteen girls to enter 
the convent.^ hew societies have been founded and old 
ones given new life, as Father Damian is noted for fos
tering pious confraternities, and to people of every 
class and age, great and small, learned and unlearned, 
men and women is he the true Franciscan pastor. In no 
other parish organization is he more appreciated than in 
St. Anthony’s School.

St. Anthony* s School

When Father Loevenich, in 1888, opened the parochial
school, he placed it in charge of the Dominican Sisters

1 ftfrom hew Orleans. The school numbered twenty-five 
pupilsl^ and classes were conducted in a large room 
above the church on the same floor where the Sisters 
lived. The Dominican Sisters remained two years, but as 
their community could not supply teachers who spoke and

ontaught the German language, they were withdrawn in 1890, 
and Father Athanasius invited the Franciscan Sisters of
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Oldenburg, Indiana, to take charge of the school.^ In 
1894 the number of pupils had increased and another room 
was opened. Later Father Athanasius bought for fifty 
dollars an old store used as a meat market, located on 
the site of the present church, facing Second Street. It 
was furnished simply with two rows of long benches a.nd 
used until February 1904, when it was sold for #100. A 
residence was purchased for the Sisters, where they lived 
until Father Alfred bought a more suitable dwelling about 
1918. The rooms which the Sisters vacated became a part 
of the school.

A steady increase of pupils kept up until the open
ing of Oklahoma, when the attendance decreased to such an 
extent that the parish children were sent to the public 
schools

In 1897 the Franciscan Sisters of Oldenburg were re
placed by the Sisters of the Host Precious B l o o d , w h o  
taught until 1900, when Father Charles transferred the 
school to the Sisters of St. Joseph; again in 1902 to the 
Sisters of the Most Precious Blood and once more in 1911
—

21. Archives of Franciscan Sisters. Oldenburg, Indiana.
22. Michael Cooke, August 28, 1934.
23. Miss Anna Masbacher, September 3, 1934.
24. Archives of Franciscan Sisters. Oldenburg, Indiana,.



to the Sisters of St. Joseph, who were replaced in 1917 
hy the Sisters of St. Francis from Oldenburg. Since 1928 
the Sisters of St. Joseph have charge of the school.

On Janua-ry 3, 1915, at a general meeting called by 
Father Alfred, it was decided without a dissenting vote 
to begin to raise funds for the erection of a new school 
on the site occupied by the first church.26 So quickly 
and so liberally did the good members of the parish re
spond to the appeal that plans for an $11,000 school were 
made, and on April 26, 1915 the work began. Industrious 
parishioners vrorked in the evening tearing down the old 
church. The volunteer work was supervised by Frank 
Rrnstman, who had built it. The ground was broken for 
the new school and the foundation made ready for May 30,
1915, when the corner stone was laid by Rev. Peter 
Wellischeck, O.F.M.

7/ork progressed rapidly, and on September 5, the 
school was dedicated by Rt. Rev. J. J. Hennessy. The 
school, a three-story structure (60 x 63) is built of 
rough brick trimmed in Carthalite artificial stone. There 
are eight large rooms, a club room and a sewing room on 
the first floor, and two dressing rooms and a spacious
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auditorium on the third floor.^
In 1918, to increase the size of the play grounds, 

the Sisters' residence on the school property was sold 
and moved from the grounds, and a home across the street 
from the school, on Ohio Avenue, was purchased hy Father 
Alfred at a cost of ¡>1500

At present, 1935, there are four teachers and one 
hundred eighty pupils in St. Anthony's School.

27 . Ibid.,
28 . Ibid.,

September 11, 1915. 
December 20, 1919.



FORMATION OF PARISHES DURING THE "BOOM"

St. Josenh’ s Parish.

St. Joseph’s Church "belongs to the group of "build
ings erected "by Father M. Casey with funds raised from 
the sale of lots "by the Catholic Improvement Company.1 
It has the distinction of "being one church which was 
built and freed of debt before a, congregation v/as organ
ized. 2

At the time of the "boom," Catholic families were 
locating on the TCest Side. To accommodate them, Father 
Casey secured lots about a mile west of the river, at 
Millwood and Texas Avenue,^ and built a substantial build
ing with a capacity of one hundred fifty,^ out of brick 
with stone buttresses, which was dedicated in 1887 and

CHAPTER IV

1. A few subscriptions were added to the fund also.
2. John Dougherty, September 5, 1934.
3. Catholic Advance.November 6, 1909.
4. Mrs. Tom Kennedy, John Dougherty, September 5, 1934; 

Official Catholic Directory. 1888.
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attended "by the families of the nearby neighborhood.
The first baptism was administered by Father M.Casey 

to Catherine Margaret Fox on December 23, 1888, and the 
first marriage was that of Guilelam 77m. Wei rick and Clara 
Hemler, performed on February 28, 1889, by Farther Ca,r- 
tenau.s

The parish was attended by Fathers Disselkamp, Bren- 
nen, Begley, and Father Hartman, who was pastor when 
Bishop Hennessy came to Wichita.^ The collapse of the 
"boom" and the decline of values led to an exodus of the 
Catholic population, and the congregation dwindled. In 
1890 Father Begley, the pastor, was incapacitated with a 
broken leg; as a result, services discontinued and were 
not resumed for twenty years.8

While the church was in disuse, an offer was made to 
purchase it for a barn, but through the efforts of good 
Catholics, this desecration was prevented. At another 
time it was about to be sold for accumulated taxes when 
it was saved through the generosity of Mrs. Redmond.~
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ______________________________ _________  _____

5. Mrs. Emma Stover, August 28, 1934.
6. Cathedral Archives.
7. Souvenir Book of the Dedication of St. Mary’s Cathedral, 9. ~ “
B. Catholic Advance. October 30, 1909.
9. Sister M, Immaculate Martin, August 29, 1934.
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In 1909, an increase in population throughout the 
city again taxed the capacity of the pro-Cathedral, and 
the dilapidated church on the West Side was renovated, 
new altars were erected, and the chapel, clean and beau
tiful, "became a comfortable pla.ce of worship at an ex
pense of $1200.10 11 12

Sunday, October 31, 1909, Rt. Rev. Bishop Ilennessy 
dedicated the newly restored St. Joseph's Church."^ Again 
the parish was attended from the pro-Cathedral and was 
for a time a succursal chapel. By the order of the Bish
op, Mass was celebrated every Sunday and holyday of obli
gation at eight o'clock, but the Blessed Sacrament was 
not kept there.^

After a while the attendance on Sunday overcrowded 
the church and the Bishop ordered an additional Mass at 
nine o'clock on Sundays and holydays. The priests who 
attended from the Cathedral, 1910-1913, were: Bathers 
Eonnier, McGuire, Maloney, Cronnier, Kenneally, Rice, 
Ilealy, and Bather Tom McKernan, who was appointed resi
dent pastor, October 17, 1912. This date marks the per-

10. Catholic Advance, November 6, 1909.
11. Ibid.
12. Ibid.. October 30, 1909.



manent foundation of the parish.15,
For the first month after his appointment Father Tom 

MeHernan lived in the home of Mrs. Ed. Stover. The priests 
from the Cathedral, attending St. Joseph’s parish, had 
always found a welcome at Mrs. Stover's and took break
fast in her home.1“1

October 9, 1913, Rev. D. J. Healy was appointed pas
tor of St. Joseph’s parish and chaplain to Mt. Carmel 
Academy. Father Healy had Mass, Benediction, and sermon 
every Sunday morning at nine o'clock at St. Joseph's, and 
at Mt. Carmel Academy every day in the week, including 
Sunday, he had Mass at seven.13 14 15 A new tower was added 
to the church by Father Healy.

In 1915 Father Healy began collections for a new 
church. The people responded generously, despite their 
meager means and on Sunday, March 12, 1916, the corner 
stone vías blessed by Rt. Rev. Bishop Hennessy.

The contributions at the laying of the corner stone 
were so generous that Father Healy wished the church had 
several corner stones that they might profit financially
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"by the collection.Sunday, July 16, 1916, Rt. Key. J. 
Henry Tihen, then Bishop of Lincoln, ITebraska, was in
vited by the Bishop of Wichita to preach the sermon and 
to conduct the dedicatory services. He paid high tribute 
to the West Side Catholics, not only in building the 
$20,000 church, but also in giving it a clear title. The 
brick church (50 x 100), Romanesque in style, had a seat
ing capacity of two hundred eighty.

Bather Healy, the zealous pastor of St. Joseph’s, 
died on February 1, 1320. His untimely death left the 
newly organized parish in great grief. Bather Healy’s 
task had been strenuous; a parish, a chaplaincy, and 
building, with the worry concurrent, taxed his strength, 
and, born with a susceptibility to tuberculosis, the zeal
ous pastor soon became a victim to the inroads of the 
disease.

At the invitation of the Bishop, the Very Rev. C. D. 
KcEnniry, C.SS.R. came to Wichita. The Bishop, for long 
yea.rs a devoted friend of the sons of St. Alphonsus, had 
at one time contemplated joining their ranks, negotia
tions were satisfactorily adjusted for the establishment 
of a branch house of the Redemptorist Community in this 
city, and on Holy Thursday, April 1, 1920, Bather Maas 16

16 • Catholic Advance. December 8, 1922.
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received his appointment as pastor of St. Joseph’s parish 
and chaplain to Mt. Carmel Academy, assuming charge on 
Easter Sunday, April 4, 1920.17 18

April 24, 1920, Father Eagan, C.SS.R., well known in 
Wichita on account of the mission he had given at the Ca
thedral some years before, joined Father Maas, and the 
first Redemptorist community in Kansas was formed. Other 
members to follow were Father Albert Schoot and Rev. Ray 
Peter Reuses. The community numbered four members until 
1922, when Father Charles Schneider joined them to work 
with the Mexicans of the diocese.

June 26, 1920, the Bishop and his counsellors signed 
the papers transferring the parish to the Redemptorists. 
The parish included all of the city west of the Arkansas 
River. On October 16, 1920, the Roman documents granting 
the Redemptorists full charge of St. Joseph’s parish, 
Wichita, Kansas, arrived. These have been deposited in 
the chancery.

Father Maas, during his time in St. Joseph's parish, 
erected a splendid school, a modern residence for the 
priests, and supervised the building of St. John's 
Academy.

17. Catholic Advanee. December 8, 1922.
18. Archives of St. Josenh’ s -parish.



55

In the summer of 1928 the church was remodelled,the 
seating capacity increased, and a new organ installed. In 
1933, the church was damaged hy a fire that caught in the 
organ loft from a defective wire.-1-̂  The organ was com
pletely destroyed "but carried sufficient insurance to 
purchase a new organ and repair and redecorate the dam
aged church.'-0

When leather Ilealy saw the new church completed, his 
next step was to remodel the old church into a two-room 
school “building. The school opened September 10, 1917, 
in charge of two Sisters of Charity, who resided at Kt. 
Carmel Academy. In 1920, thirty-seven pupils attended. 
The number increased to one hundred the following year, 
and Father Haas urged the erection of a new school “build- 
ing. He presented the plans to the Rev. Father Provincial 
and the church committee, all of whom favored his plans. 
On February 19, 1921, ground was broken, and the building 
was begun in May 1921, and blessed September 4, by Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Schwertner.

The $40,000 building is of re-enforced brick and 
concrete. On the first floor is a hall (40 x 90), and 19 20

19. Rev. J. H. Mueller, C.SS.R., August 5, 1934; also 
Archives of St. Joseph1s parish, Church Annals.

20. Sister M. de Pazzi, B.V.M., June 10, 1935.



— 7—  — «—  p  “]the second floor has three classrooms (25 x 30). x
On September 6, 1921, three Sisters opened school in 

the new building with an enrollment of one hundred fifty- 
three, with Sister Stephen as directress, assisted by 
Sister Colette and Sister Bernardine.°^ In September 
1923, a fourth teacher was added.

In 1933 it was necessary to provide classrooms for 
the first, second, and third grades. As the number of 
pupils had increased sufficiently from 1920 to 1934, the 
faculty was increased from two teachers to six, and the 
pupils from thirty-seven to two hundred forty-six.

St. Patrick* s Parish

The first St. Patrick's parish was established in 
1888 in North Wichita, which was located farther north 
than the Burton Car Works, and was a town all its own 
with three story b u i l d i n g s . I n  the "boom" days,Timothy 
Mahaney donated a piece of property, together with the 
building on it, as a nucleus of a p a r i s h . A l l  Catholics 
residing north of Thirteenth Street were considered 21 22 23 24
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members of the parish and were invited by the pastor,
Rev. J. Hartman, to the first Mass, which was celebrated 
at ten o’clock the first Sunday in December, 1888, in the 
Smith building on the corner of Topeka Avenue and Twenty- 
first Street, opposite the Dold Packing House.25

The eagerness of the people for a new church was em
phatically demonstrated through xheir generous exchange 
of money at a bazaar held to raise funds. The sum of 
nearly $5000 was realized, and with this sum the first 
church in North Hichita was erected .° -

It was a frame church (20 x 66) and was built by 
Pather M. Casey, and some time between December 1888 and 
Pebruary 1889, it was dedicated by Rt. Rev. J. J. Hen- 
nessy.27 The congregation was in full attendance.22 The 
church was dedicated to St. Patrick in recognition of the 
generous donation made by Timothy Mahaney, an Irishman. 
Mass was celebrated in this parish until after the "boom" 
days, when the slump practically depopulated North Wich-

OQita.tjy In 1895 the church was moved to the pro-Cathedral 25 26 27 28 29

25. Hichita Ragle« December 2, 1888.
26. Michael Cooke, Mrs. Mary Dunning, August 28, 1934.
27. Mrs. A1 Christman, June 2, 1933.
28. Ibid.: also Miss Kate Hannibe.l.
29. Catholic Advance. December 24, 1932.



school lots, where it was used for primary grade class
rooms. Since 1924, the building has "been the Mexican 
Church in South Wichita.3<3

Until 1909 North Wichita lay dormant, when "building 
"began in that section with amazing rapidity. Catholic 
families we re locating, a.nd this growing condition 
prompted Rt. Rev. Bishop Hennessy to purchase property 
for a church. February 5, 1909 marks the purchase of 
lots one, three, and five on North Water Street,now Well
ington Tlace, for $1600. February 16, 1910, lot seven, 
with a dwelling on it, was purchased for $2300. On Feb
ruary 28, 1910, lots nine, eleven, and thirteen were pur
chased for $2050. These transactions were concluded by 
Rev. J. W. Maher, D. D.30 31 32

Before plans were carried out for the organization 
of the parish, the Bishop designated that the people have 
the benefit of divine service at once, and on May 1, 1910 
Rev. J. W. Maher began the regular Sunday Mass in the 
small dwelling lately acquired by purchase.3  ̂ June 5,
1910, a meeting was held in the Union Hotel at which were
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present Rt. Rev. Msgr. J. Henry Tihen, Rev. J. W. Maher, 
Rev. J. M. Monnier, and a number of the members of the 
future parish. W. H. Brinkman of Emporia submitted 
plans for a combined church and school, but these plans 
were rejected for lack of funds and consideration given 
to a frame building.

Rev. J . W. Maher, editor of the Catholic Advance, 
was officially appointed as pastor of the parish. The 
room in the small cottage soon became too small and a 
hall on the northeast corner of Eighteenth and Lawrence 
was rented, which served until the completion of a frame 
structure (82 x 88), with a seating capacity of four hun
dred. The first Mass was said on Christmas Day, 1310.
The dedication took place June 8, 1311, when Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. J. Henry Tihen blessed the new church in place of 
the Rt. Rev. Bishop, who was ill at the time.

The first baptism in the parish was that of Erancis 
Cleary, son of J. M. Cleary and Mary O’Brien, in the lit
tle cottage, July 26, 1910, which for the time served as 
a church and school. The first marriage performed was 
that of Julia Taylor and Joseph Jamkowsky, August 4,
1310.33

Erom 1914, the priest lived at the Cathedral rectory

33. Catholic Advance. December 24, 1332.



and the parishioners ^ere thereby deprived of daily Mass.
In January 1914, Rev. J. XI. Maher purchased lots twenty- 
one and twenty-three, located in the same block as the 
church property, for $3600. A fine two-story frame 
structure was built for a rectory.

The history of St. Patrick’s parish would not be 
complete without making mention of the altar society. It 
numbers but fifty members; in activity it has no limit,' 
with the reputation both in and out of the city of being 
the best and most persistent society of its kind in the 
diocese, as is evidenced through their yearly contribution 
of $1500 for parish support.

After the erection of the church, Rev. J. XI. Maher 
succeeded in organizing, developing, and establishing a 
progressive parish which was under his guidance from June 
7, 1910 to July 14, 1917, when he was transferred to a 
larger field of activity. St. Patrick’s parish had ac
quired nine lots with three substantial buildings--a 
church, a rectory, and a school. Prom July 14, 1917 to 
September 10, 1921 the parish was without a, resident pas
tor. During this time it was attached as a mission to 
the Cathedral with Mass every Sunday.

September 10, 1921, Rt. Rev. Bishop Schwertner 
placed the parish under the guidance of Rev. J. Edwin 
Kelly. Effectively and forcibly, Pather Kelly has spent
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his energies to further the work of the parish.34 In 
1929 he "began the issue of a parish paper, Sjt. Patrick* s 
Green and Gold. This paper has the distinction of "being 
the first parish paper in the state compiled "by the pas
tor a.nd parishioners .35 in 1922 a Sisters’ residence was 
provided, as for the first twelve years the Sisters had 
lived at the Cathedral Convent. The cottage, which first 
served as a church from May to October 1910 and as a 
school until 1922, was remodelled and converted into a 
Sisters’ residence by Father Kelly, which addition made 
complete the organization of the parish.35

The increase in membership in the parish has been 
progressive. In 1910 there were twenty families with 
1800 Holy Communions during the year; in 1934 there were 
500 souls and 10,000 Holy Communions. The spiritual prog
ress is also indicated through the members who have 
freely dedicated their life to God. Two young men of the 
parish have been ordained priests of the Benedictine Or
der: Father Marcellus (Martin Breth) and Father Korbert 
(James 7/avada) . Amelia May Breth, a sister to Father 
Marcellus, joined the Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia. 34 35 *

34. Catholic Advance, December 24, 1932.
35. Rev. J. Edwin Kelly, August 12, 1933.
35. Ibid.
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She is known as Sister H. Vincent.37
St. Patrick's School was opened as soon as the par

ish was organised and "before a church was erected. Sis
ter liar gar et Mary Sheahan and Sister Mary Regis Higgins, 
two Sisters of St. Joseph, opened the school on September 
12, 1910, with a registration of forty-five pupils. Prom 
1910 to 1922 classes were conducted in the cottage at 
2030 North Water Street, purchased by Dr. Maher in 19091® 

In 1922 Father Kelly purchased a frame annex (60 x 
70) from the Washington Public School for $500. The an
nex was moved from West Seventh to 2028 Wellington Place 
and remodelled. It contains four large classrooms, com
modious, and well lighted. One of the rooms was used ex
clusively for the Mexicans. The school was dedicated 
Sunday afternoon, April 30, 1922, by Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Schwertner.39

In 1929 a stimulus was given to the educational work 
in this parish through the establishment of an "Experi
mental School." The following is an editorial in the 

holic Advance of September 21, 1929 in reference to 37 38 39

37. Ibid
38. Catholic Advance, December 18, 1915
39. Ibid., May 6, 1922.



63

The eyes of the diocese are turned towards 
St. Patrick’s Parish, Wichita. The diocesan 
school authorities have decided to make St.
Patrick's school an experimental school. There 
are only a half dozen such schools in the whole 
United States, and all are east of the Mississ
ippi River. An experimental school is something 
quite new. In such a school the required stand
ard textbooks are used. But a special effort is 
made to bring into use many supplementary books, 
and a wide use of these will naturally bring out 
their good points and show up the defects of the 
regular textbooks. This, then, makes possible a 
choice of better books for the future. Moreover, 
an experiment is made in teaching methods. Every 
conceivable method is given a thorough test. The 
experiment will show which teaching method is 
best. The outcome of the entire experiment 
should be better textbooks and directed in their 
studies by the best methods, the children are 
enabled to learn the most in the shortest period 
of time. Hence, the results of this year’s ex
perimental school at St. Patrick’s parish are 
likely to determine the future plans of the di
ocesan school authorities for the entire diocese.
The "Experimental School" serves as a trial school 

for the textbooks, curriculum,material and types of ex
amination used throughout the diocese. The school is re
ceiving nation-wide attention, and has been commented up
on in the Uational Catholic School Journal.̂ 0 Experi
mental projects have been carried on for five years. The 
efficiency of these projects, as tested by practical re- 
suits, has lead to the adoption of certain textbooks for 
use throughout the diocese, as also a course in religious 40

40. Catholic Advance. September 21, 1923.
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correspondence, written oy Madeleine Aaron.
The growth, of the parish and the success of the 

school is plainly indicated through the index of school 
registration. In 1910, school enrollment at its opening 
was forty-five, while the present enrollment is one hun
dred ten,41 and the number of teachers has doubled.

41. Sister Margaret Mary Sheahan, July 21, 1934.



CHAPTER V

FORMATION OF LATER PARICISC

Blessed Cacranent Parish

The last parish to he formed from the Cathedral was 
the Blessed Sacrament parish, on July 8, 1927.1 In 1916 
oil was discovered in the vicinity of Wichita, and the 
usual influx of newcomers "brought its quota of Catholics, 
many of whom took homes on College Hill. In 1918, a 
Catechism class was organized for the fifty children Ly 
Rev. Wm. Y. Farrell and was conducted in a public school 
building.2

After nine years, a new parish was established 
through the following episcopal letter of July 8, 1927:

Owing to the increasing number of Catholic 
families in the Eastern part of the city and 
the great distance to church and especially to 
school, it is hereby ordered and decreed that a 
new parish be established which shall be called 
Blessed Sacrament and have the rights, privi
leges, duties and obligations of all parishes 
canonically erected. The boundary line is 
Grove Avenue. All East of the center of the

1. Cathedral Archives.
2. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Wm. Farrell. September 19, 1934.
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Avenue are to tie affiliated as meraters of the 
Blessed Sacrament parish. The first services of 
the parish are to be held Sunday, July 10, 1927, 
in lit. St .Mary's Chapel on the corner of South 
Roosevelt and Lincoln Streets. Rev. T. J. O'Sul
livan is appointed pastor, and is to have two 
Masses every Sunday at seven and nine.

Signed
Aug. J. Schwertner Bishop of Wichita

Rev. T. J. O'Sullivan, the pastor, was torn in 
Hutchinson, Kansas, in 1880. After completing his ele
mentary education in Hutchinson, he entered St. Benedict's 
College, Atchison, Kansas, in September 1896, where he 
graduated in June 1901. The same year he entered Kenrick 
Seminary in St. Louis and was ordained June 3, 1905 ty 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Iiennessy in the pro-Cathedral. After his 
ordination he was stationed at Wichita, Moline, Great 
Bend, and Hoisington. During the World War he served as 
a volunteer chaplain. In 1919 he was made pastor at El
dorado, Kansas, where he remained for eight years.3

Assuming cha-rge of the parish, Bather O'Sullivan pro
ceeded to take a census and found a total of 264 families 
and 833 souls.

In 1927, two tracts of land on East Douglas, between 
Quentin and Bluff Avenues school property (160 x 258) 
and playground (297 x 297) were purchased from the

3. Rev. T. J. O'Sullivan, February 1, 1935.



Diocese of Wichita for $22,500. In September 1927, a 
residence was purchased for a rectory on Douglas and 
Q,uentin for $7500.4 After discussing for three months 
the erection of a new church, Father O’Sullivan decided 
the need for a school was more urgent. A building of con
crete, steel and brick was planned, with a chapel to fur
nish a place of worship until a church could be built, 
the second parish in Wichita to provide a school building 
before a church. Work proceeded and the ground was 
broken, October 10, 1927.

3y April 1928, the two-story fireproof building, 
costing $92,000, was complete. On the first floor are 
eight modern classrooms. Five of these were equipped 
with all modern requirements at a cost of $4500. The 
second floor, besides two classrooms, has a hall that 
serves as the temporary parish chapel, furnished ade- 
quately at a cost of $2000.

From July 8, 1927 to April 7, 1928, the parish 
Masses had been said in the chapel of lit. St. Mary’s Con
vent, but on Easter Sunday, 1928, the people heard Mass 
for the first time in their new chapel, which was dedi
cated by Rt. Rev. Bishop Schwertner on May 13, 1928.5

4. Cathedral Archives.
5, Rev. T. J, O’Sullivan, February 1, 1935.
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The first person baptized as a member of the new 
parish was Mildred Roets, September 14, 1927, and the 
first couple to be married were Charles A. Edmondson and 
Ruth Rimel. These sacraments were administered at the 
Cathedral. The first baptism in the new chapel was Mary 
Trances Jackman on April 8, 1928, and the first couple to 
be married were Ralph PI. Stein a,nd May Slattery, February 
11, 1929.6

The parish in eight years ha,s increased in families 
from 264 to 310; in membership from 833 to 1265. In that 
time also the parish has acquired six acres of property 
with two substantia,! buildings, an expenditure in all of 
$152,500 .7

To conduct the school, Father O’Sullivan secured the 
Sisters of St. Joseph, and on September 9, 1928, with a 
registration of 156, it was opened for pupils to the 
sixth grade inclusive. The following year, an increased 
enrollment called for another te.acher. By 1930 all the 
elementary grades were being ta/ught with a separate room 
and teacher for kindergarten work. A home was provided 
for the Sisters in 1932. Up to this time they had lived 
at Mt. St. Mary’s Convent. The property which was the

6. Parish Baptismal and Marriage Records.
7. Rev. T , J. O'Sullivan, February 1, 1935
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episcopal residence at 3800 E. Douglas, when vacated by 
Bishop Schwertner, was nade ready for the Sisters, who 
moved into it in September, 1932.

Work Among the Mexicans

A recent census shows that Wichita has a population 
of 110,000. Of these, 15,000 are Catholics, including 
1200 Mexicans. Of the exiled Mexican Catholics of 1914- 
1915, many, penniless and friendless, came to Wichita. 
Proseljrtizing forces began to work to control then. Of 
the Mexicans who came to Wichita, the majority were uned
ucated and did not realize that an effort was being made 
to rob them of their Catholic faith. The combined ef
forts of the Bishop and priests of Wichita have resulted 
in the organization of two parishes for the Mexicans.

In his work with the Mexicans Bishop Hennessy had 
the unstinted support of the Queen’s Daughters, who vol
unteered to assume all responsibility of organization, 
both social and religious, and to meet all financial ob
ligations .

In November 1913, Bather Antonio Serrano, O.E.K., a 
Mexican from San Antonio, was secured to give a two- 
weeks’ mission for the Mexicans in the pro-Cathedral and



another in 3t. Patrick's Church.'- In 1914 he was asked 
to take charge of the Mexicans. There was no hone for 
this missionary, "but through the kindness of the Sisters 
he made his headquarters at St. Francis' Hospital. He 
tried to collect money from the Mexicans to build a 
chapel "but failed.^

In 1914 Father H. Hernandez and Father Louis Martin, 
both exiled from Mexico, came to Wichita. They remained 
for several months and worked among the Mexicans, after 
which Father Hernandez located in Dodge City and Father 
Louis Martin returned to Mexico.

In 1915 the Queen's Daughters, at the solicitation 
of Bishop Ilennessy, made definite plans to furnish a 
chapel in their hall at 139-g- Forth Topeka Avenue and to 
equip a community center at 840 South St. Fro,ncis 
When the chapel was equipped, Very Kev. Ortoco Valloc,
C.F.M., the Mexican superior of the Minniorers Hispani- 
oles, conducted a second mission for the Mexicans in 
1915. The little chapel was known as "Capilla Catolicar- 8 9 10 11

8. Catholic Advance. November 15, 1913.
9. Ibid.. October 26, 1929.
10. Cathedra]. Archives.
11. Catholic Advance. April 10, 1915.
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--  1°pialos Mexicanos" and was used until 1922.
In 1915, Rt. Rev. Bishop secured Rev. Antonio Perez 

fron Tolueci, 3'exico, to take charge.13 Rather Perez had 
a hard time keeping his children away from the harpies 
who organized a jitney service to "bring the Mexican chil
dren to Protestant institutions. The Protestants did 
their utmost to proselytize the best Mexican families.
The ladies supplied them with food, thus putting them un
der obligations to take religious dictation. They taught 
them to say, "I believe in the Holy Baptist Church instead 
of the Holy Catholic Church." One family, who had been 
given an a.utomobile by the Protestants, learned that the 
Protestant songs were not purely patriotic and that they 
ridiculed Catholicism. The father returned the car say
ing, "If that is the price of the machine, we do not want 
it. "14

Rather Perez worked enthusiastically with his con
gregation of forty families. By Rebruary, sixty Mexicans 
were attending Mass a.nd the number increased steadily 
Prom time to time Rather Perez was assisted' by Rather

12. Ibid.. May 24, 1924.
13. Ibid.
14. Ibid.. October 26, 1929. 
_L5. Ibid.. June .30, 1915.
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Grajalos, a missionary. Catechism classes for the 
children were begun by the Queen's Daughters in 1917.
In 1319 Father Perez was recalled to Mexico.

From 1916 to 1922 Father Joseph Munoz, a Spanish- 
speaking missionary who had been engaged by Bishop Hen- 
nessy, ministered to the Mexicans in Wichita and through
out the diocese. In 1922 Father Munoz gave two missions 
for the Mexicans in Wichita, one at St. Patrick's which 
was attended by 300 Mexicans and one at the Cathedral in 
which 400 participated. Bishop Schwertner, who was pres
ent at the closing of the mission, immediately initiated 
a movement for a parish church for the Mexicans exclu
sively. A subscription was started for this purpose.

In 1923 the dwelling house cat 840 St. Francis was 
remodelled and redecorated, and was opened Sunday, May 13 
when Father Schneider said Mass. It was dedicated to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. When Father Schneider left for Kirk
wood, June 19, he was succeeded by Rev. J. Seine,1' a man 
of unquestionable ability and zeal, and beloved by the 
Mexicans as their "Padre." * 17 * 19

16. Ibid.. April 10, 1915.
17 . Archives of St. Josenh*s nari sh.
18. Rev. Joseph Munoz, ITovember 14, 1934.
19 • Archives of St. Josenh* s -parish.



In the spring of 1923, Monsignor Farrell offered the 
old frame building, which had been used several years as 
a church in the early days of North Wichita and for near
ly a quarter of a century as a primary school in the Ca
thedral parish, to the Mexicans, and it was moved to St. 
Francis and Gilbert Streets. The lots had. been purchased 
in 1923 by the Queen's Daughters. This building (66 x 22) 
was completely remodelled so as to answer the three-fold 
purpose of church, school, and community house. At the 
rear a room (25 x 22) served as a classroom.^0 Classes 
for adults were opened to teach them English, cooking, 
sewing, and citizenship. The total cost of the lot, mov
ing, and remodelling of the school was $2671.86, all of 
which, except $258, was paid by the Queen’s Daughters. In 
April 1924, the church was completed and was dedicated 
May 18, 1924, to Our Lady of Guadalupe by lit. Kev. Aug.J. 
Schwertner.21

Father Philip O’Connor, C.S5.R. arrived in 7,richita 
May 20, 1927, to succeed Father Seine, who had now been 
appointed superior of the Redemptorist Mexican church in 
San Antonio. Immediately upon taking charge of the Mexi
cans, Father O’Connor devoted his energy towards procuring 20 21

20. Catholic Advance. December 29, 1923.
21. Ibid.. May 24, 1924.
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a school for them in South Wichita. The first school for 
Mexican children had heen started in St. Patrick’s parish 
when Rev. J. Edwin Kelly equipped a special classroom in 
his school for them in September 1922. At that time the 
enrollment was sixty pupils. The average attendance was 
good and the work successful. The second year the at
tendance decreased and by the third year it was too small 
to justify having a special teacher.

Father O'Connor, complying with the wishes of the 
Bishop, in 1927 conferred with the Sisters of the Holy 
Ghost and Mary Immaculate of San Antonio, Texas, to pro
cure teachers who were experienced in work among the Mex
icans. Mother Francis promised to send three Sisters. 
With the assurance of teachers, preparations were made at 
once to provide for them, and on July 22, a house at 1001 
South St. Francis was leased. The Queen’s Daughters put 
on a drive to furnish the house, which was ready for them 
when, on August 22, 1927, Sisters Sylvester, Immaculata, 
and Helen arrived to open the school in September.

At a meeting of Bishops in Chicago, Bishop Schwert- 
ner presented the school problem to the Mexican Board of 
Catholic Missions. This Board immediately approved of a 
generous donation toward a new school which, with a dona
tion from the American Board of Catholic Missions, gave 
limpet us to plans for a substantial building. Four lots



adjoining the church were purchased in the summer of 1927 
and on June 15, 1929 the construction work was started.
By September 1929, the new school was completed, and on 
October 27 it was dedicated by Pit. Rev. Aug. J. Schwert- 
ner. The enrollment at this time was 107 with an average 
attendance of 97, which is an exceptional record for a 
¡Mexican school.

In 1932 the school passed to the Sisters of the Sor
rowful Mother, whose first mission was composed of Sis
ters Wenceslaus, Antonetta, Teresina, and Vigilis.

In 1927 Rather O’Connor, whose attention had been 
divided between the Mexicans of North and South Wichita, 
planned a church for the Mexicans in North Wichita. Nor 
this prospect he received aid from the Catholic Church 
Extension Society, the American Board of Catholic Mis
sions, and other friends, and was able to build a brick 
stuccoed church. The contract was signed July 23, 1927. 
The church was built on lots at Twenty-third and Market 
Streets, which had cost one thousand dollars. Ground was 
broken July 24, 1928, and on August 7, 1928, the corner 
stone was laid. The following November 27 the church was 
dedicated by Rt. Rev. Aug. J. Schwertner to Our Lady of 
(Perpetual Help.°° 22

22. Archives of St. Joseph’s parish Passim.



In 1933 the Mexican parishes were given into the 
care of the Franciscan Fathers, and Rev. Benedict Moellers 
[was appointed the first Franciscan pastor.

St. Peter Clayer1s Parish

In the fall of 1930, Rev. Leon McNeill received per
mission from Bishop Schvrertner to inaugurate a colored 
mission. Mrs. Nora Dillon and Mrs. James Redd volunteered 
and were delegated, through the diocesan school office, to 
make a survey among the colored people of ichita and to 
enlist for instructions those interested in the Catholic 
[religion. The list included about fifty names. Mrs. R.
D. Stratton and Miss Eva V/armington becoming interested 
obtained, rent free, a lodge room at 1225-2 North Mosley 
Avenue.23 in November 1930 instructions began for ten 
who responded to the invitation. By 1931, sixteen chil- 
jdren and five converts were baptised. The number of con
verts increased steadily, which led to the formal decree 
for erection of a parish, by Bishop Schwertner, December 
19, 1931, and Father McNeill was made pastor. On Christ
mas Day, 1931, the first a,nd only colored mission in Wich
ita vias formally established a,s St. Peter Claver’s parish 
and on this day also, the first Mass was celebrated in a 23

23. Rev. Leon McNeill, March 4, 1935.
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rented room.
By the spring of 1932 the room used for a chapel was 

too small to accommodate the number of converts and the 
entire building was now leased for three years at *10 a 
month.

The first floor, repaired and redecorated, furnished 
the instruction hall, while the second floor was used f*or 
the chapel. The exterior was painted and other improve
ments made. Beginning in January 1932, Mass was cele
brated every Sunday at 6:30.'r4 The first baptisms were 
on January 1, 1932, when Champian Hayles, Walter Hay, and 
Henry Butler were received into the church. Two days 
later thirteen converts were baptized.535 The First Holy 
Communion class on February 6, 1932 consisted of eleven 
converts, who were confirmed May 22 by Most Rev. Aug. J. 
jSchwertner on his first official visit.

On February 27, 1935, Father McKeill performed the 
first marriage ceremony when Leon K. Hughes .and Mary Rdna 
Kelly were mo.rried.26

The second step of importance in the parish was the 
organization in 1931 of the first vacation school. The * 25

24. Rev. Leon McNeill, March 4, 1935.
25 . Baptismal Records.
26• Marriage Records.



second floor of the hall was now rented and made ready 
for school. Sisters K. Genevieve and Alban, C.S.J. were 
appointed teachers.

Of the first day's enrollment of thirty, five were 
Catholics. By the end of the school term, sixty pupils 
were enrolled.2  ̂ In its fourth year of existence, the 
vacation school, now in charge of the Sisters Adorers of 
the Most Precious Blood, drew an attendance of 177 col
ored children with an average daily attendance of 125. 
Practically all of these are non-Catholics, but many cf 
them are in their fourth year of attendance.28 20

27. Third Annual School Report. 1930-1931.
20. Sixth Annua 1 School Report. 1933-1934♦



CHAPTER VI

BISHOPS OE WICHITA«<■

Rt. Rev. J. J. Henries3,v« D.D.

John Joseph Hennessy was horn July 19, 1847, near 
Cloyne, County Cork, Ireland. In early childhood he came

¡with his parents, Michael and Ellen (Cronin) Ilennessy, to 
St. Louis where he grew to manhood.^ He attended the 
Christian Brothers' school at the Cathedral and graduated 
from their college in 1862. His nhilosophical course was 
taken at Cape Girardeau College, St. Louis, Missouri, and 
his theological studies at Salesianura (St. Erancis de 
Sales) Seminary of Milwaukee. He was ordained priest, 
ITovember 27, 1869, hy Bishop Macheheuf.^ A special papal 
dispensation was necessary for his ordination,'^ as he was 
only twenty-two and a half years old. Eather Hennessy's 
first missionary work was in the Iron Mountain region, 
extending over ten counties of southern Missouri. 1 2 3

1. Catholic Advance, December 6, 1913.
2. Ibid.. July 17, 1920.
3. Twenty-four years is considered canonical age.
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During the eleven years spent there, he "built 
churches in Bismark, Doniphan, Farmington, Gatewood, 
Graniteville, and Poplar Bluff.^ In 1375, he founded the 
Railroad Men's Benevolent Union; in 1876, he established 
the Ursuline Convent at Arcadia; in 1878, Archbishop Een- 
rick of St. Louis appointed him procurator and vice-pres
ident of the Board of Managers of the St. Louis Protec
tory for boys, a position which, he held from 1878 to 1886; 
in 1880, he was made rector of St. John’s Church in St. 
Louis, which charge he held until consecrated Bishop of 
jwichita, November 30, 1888.

From 1880 to 1886 he edited the St. Louis Catholic 
Youth's Magazine, and took an active part in the Catholic 
press.5 He was appointed treasurer of the Diocesan Clergy 
Fund; treasurer and spiritual director of the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society. In 1882 he was elected secretary of the 
St. Louis Orphanage Board.6 In 1387 the diocese of Wich
ita was created by His Holiness Pope Leo XIII. The first 
bishop-elect, Rev. James O'Reilly, died July 26, 1887, 
before he had received the official letters of his 4 5 6

4. Catholic Advance. December 18, 1920.
5. Ibid., December 6, 1913.
6. Ibid., December 18, 1920.



appointment from the Holy See. Rev. M. J. Casey was ap
pointed administrator of the new diocese. In August 1888 
a dispatch from Cardinal Simioni, the prefect of the 
Propagation in Home, notified Archbishop Kenrick of the 
appointment of Rev. J. J. Hennessy to the diocese of 
Wichita. The apostolic letter of confirmation was re
ceived the first of October, and two months later on No
vember 30, 1888, his consecration took place in his own 
church, a.t the ha.nds of the venerable Archbishop Peter 
Richard Kenrick, then eighty years old.? There were 
present s.t the consecration two hundred fifty priests and 
sixteen bishops. The sermon was preached by the Rt. Rev. 
. L. Spalding, D. D., Bishop of Peoria.10

Soon after the consecration the Bishop departed for 
Wichita and arrived on December 12, 1888. His advent 
parked an important step in the religious history of 
Wichita. Great preparation had been made for his coming. 
A special train was chartered for his Lordship and the 7 8 9 10

7. Phelan, Rev. Thomas P., D.D., "The Hierarchy of the 
United States," Catholic Builders of the Hation,
V, 60.

8. Souvenir Book of the Dedication of St. !rary* s Cathe
dral . 8-9.

9. Kansas City Times. December 5, 1888.
10. I b i d .



delegation who accompanied him.H He was welcomed hy J.
P. Allen, mayor of Wichita; also by Rev. Paul Ponziglione
S.J., from Csage Mission, who had said the first Mass in 
Hichita in 1869.11 12 13 14 15

The new Bishop found the administrator of the dio- 
cese, Rev. M. J. Casey, quartered in a rented house hav
ing two rooms and a kitchen, located on Fourth Avenue, 
now St. Francis Avenue.^ A home, provided for the Bish
op at 236 ITorth Fourth Avenue, 14 was not suitable and the 
Bishop engaged rooms in the Carey Hotel until another lo
cation would be decided upon.-5

There were three churches in the city: the pro-Ca- 
thedral in charge of Father Casey; St. Boniface's in 
charge of Father Loevenich; and St. Joseph's in chs,rge of 
Father Hartman. Besides the churches, Mt. Carmel Academy 
a school for young ladies, was flourishing on the West 
Side. In walking distance from the latter was an unfin
ished structure intended for a boys' school. In this 
building a few rooms were furnished, which became the
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11. Ibid.
12. Wjchita Ragle, December 16, 1888.
13. Catholic Advanee, December 6, 1913.
14. Wichi ta Ragle, December 13, 1888.
15. Catholic Advance, December 6, 1913.
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episcopal "palace" and remained so for the next twelve 
years

Bishop Ilennessy found the diocese of Eichita a scat
tered Catholic population of eight thousand souls, cared 
for "by eighteen priests over an area of 42,195 squa.re 
miles. In 1891, when Rt. Rev. Richard Scannell, D. D., 
Bishop of Concordia, was transferred to the See of Omaha, 
Bishop Hennessy was made Apostolic Administrator of the 
Concordia Diocese, which had a Catholic population of 
12,000.16 17 18

Conditions in his territory were at this time very 
discouraging. The grasshopper pest in the early days had 
scourged the little flock, while hot winds had swept over 
T/estern Kansas and Brought years of drought and crop fail
ure. In the depth of financial distress, many settlers 
abandoned their farms and took advantage of the opening 
of the Oklahoma Territory.18 3ut the good Bishop had 
faith in Kansas and never lost h e a r t . I n  1888 he went 
East to solicit for his people and devoted the greater

16. Catholic Advance. October 18, 1919.
17. Couvenir Bo ok of the Dedication of St. ■ ary1s Cathe

dral , 9 .
18. Catholic Encyclopedia, XV, 611.
13. Catholic Advance, August 17, 1912.



part of three years in the Eastern dioceses, ■'•'here the 
bishops encouraged and aided him.

In 1837, the Sovereign Pontiff Pope Leo XIII added 
sixteen counties on the east to the diocese of Wichita 
and seven counties to Concordia, for which diocese a 
bishop was now appointed. The addition to the diocese of 
Wichita was comparatively populous, the census of 1837 
showing a Catholic population of 18,000, with thirty-six 
secular priests and eight regulars.^

About this time the Bishop, alert to the financial 
distress of several non-Catholic institutions in the dio
cese, negotiated to get possession of them to use for ed
ucational purposes. Among the colleges purchased at dif
ferent times were the Butch Reformed College in Wichita; 
Soule College at Bodge City, now St. Ilary of the Plains' 
Academy; and the Western ITormal College at Great Bend, 
now Motherhouse for the Dominican Sisters.

The progress of the diocese under the zealous Bishop 
was so marked that by 1913, after a quarter of a century 
of faithful service, he had completely changed conditions 
churches had been built, chapels established, hospitals * 21

SO. Souvenir Book of the Dedication of St. Marv’s Cathedral, 11. " ~ “
21. Sister M. Louis Kennedy, August 26, 1934.



and academies opened, and more than one hundred parochial
schools v/ere in operation. In Wichita alone the Bishop
established lit, St. Mary’s Convent, St. John's Academy,

o oand St. Brands' Hospital,  ̂a,nd crowning his work in 
building is the magnificent Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception.

On October 15, 1919, the Rt. Rev. Bishop commemorated 
the golden jubilee of his ordination, and the silver jubi
lee of his consecration. The event was observed by fit
ting celebration. The Wichita newspapers were profuse in 
congratulatory columns to the honored Church dignitary 
whose thirty-one years of service to Wichita and the dio
cese vras well appreciated by both Catholic and non-Catho- 
lic.

Bishop Hennessy’s death came unexpectedly on TuesdcX'» 
July 13, 1920. After an active day on July 12, he suf
fered an apoplectic stroke at nine o’clock in the evening 
from which he never rallied and died the following morn
ing. He was buried from St. Mary's Cathedral, July 17, 
honored by a devoted throng of hierarchy, clergy and peo
ple. His Excellency the Most Rev. J. J. Glennon, Arch
bishop of St. Louis, pontificated, and Rt. Rev. J. Henry 
Tihen, Bishop of Denver, gave the funeral oration. The 22

22. Catholic Advance, December 20, 1919.
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remains of the "beloved Bishop were interred in Calvary
Cemetery.

The population of Wichita pa-id fitting tribute to 
the lamented citizen. The city manager issued a procla- 
mation and flags were flown at half mast. At no time has 
any departed resident of Wichita received more newspaper 
eulogy or commendation, "bespeaking the genuine regard in 
which the great civic, as well as religious, promoter had 
"been held by all.

Host Bey. Aug. J. Schwertr.er, D.D.

Aug. J. Schwertner was born December 23, 1270, in
p 'ZCanton, Ohio, being the second in a family of eight chil

dren. His father was Anthony Schwertner, who was born in 
Austria; his mother was Christina Bicard. Their son,
August, who was the first of two of their sons predestined 
to the holy priesthood, began his education in St. Peterfe 
parochial school in Canton. He completed his classical 
studies with the Jesuits and in September, 1891, he en
tered St. Mary's Seminary, Cleveland, Ohio, where he com
pleted his philosophical and theological studies with 
distinction. June 12, 1897 he was ordained by Bt. Bev.
Ignatius P. Horstman of Cleveland and said his first Mass

■I

23. Tichita Who's Who. 175.

1



in 3t. Peter's Church, Canton, Ohio.
The newly ordained priest was appointed assistant 

pastor of St. Colunba's Church, Youngstown, Ohio, hut on 
September 16 of the sarnie year, he was made pastor of St. 
Anthony's Church, Milan, Ohio, where he remained until 
October 11, 1903 when he was transferred to West Park, 
Ohio, in charge of St. Mary's Church.^ June 22, 1907, 
he took charge of St. John's parish, Lima, Ohio, with in
structions to build a $125,000 church. In 1913 he was 
appointed chancellor of the diocese of Toledo, Ohio, by 
Bishop Schrembs.25 The organization of the Toledo Chan
cery is considered model throughout the country.26

On March 28, 1916, Father Schwertner was made a Do
mestic Prelate by Pope Benedict XV,^7 and in 1921 he was 
appointed Bishop of the diocese of Wichita.3  ̂ Pews of 
his appointment reached Wichita on March 11, and the con
secration of the new bishop took place in St. Francis de 
Sales' Cathedral, Toledo, Ohio, June 8, 1921, with Rt. 24 25 26 27 *

24. Catholic Advance, July 2, 1921.
25. Ibid..June 17, 1922.
26. Ibid..March 19, 1921.
27. American Catholic ho's Who. 392.
20. Most Rev. Aug. J. Schwertner, January 21, 1935.



Rev. Joseph Schremba, D*D. the officiant.2^
June 22, 1921, accompanied hy Rt. Rev. Bishop 

Schrembs, Bishop Schwertner arrived in Hichita for his 
installation. It was soon evident that Ilis Lordship pos
sessed all the qualities of a worthy successor to the 
saintly Bishop Hennessy. In him was found such a rare 
combination of outstanding qualities that he was recog- 
nized as a true ambassador of Christ. Host Rev. Au^. J. 
Schwertner is blessed with the gift of courage and ear- 
nest seal, and his jrears in the diocese have been a con
tinuation of benevolent activity. It seems a reward to 
his devotion that between the years of 1922 and 1935 re
ligious vocations have greatly increased. Bour hundred 
fifty young women have entered the convent and fifty- 
seven young men ha,ve dedicated their lives to the cause 
of religion.

One of the Bishop’s outstanding qualifications is his 
zeal for the development of Christian education, and he 
has labored incessantly for the highest standard.29 30 He 
has preached Catholic education with unflagging zeal; he 
has inspired pastors to remodel and build parochial

29. Ibid.
30. Consignor Houch, History of Catholicity in northern 

Chio and Hiocese of Cleveland, 2 4 .



schools. In 1388 the Rt. Rev. Bishop outlined an offi
cial educational program for the diocese in which he had 
the whole-hearted cooperation of priests, sisters and la
ity. In 1928 the Bishop appointed additional members to 
the Diocesan School Boa.rd of Priests, an Advisory Board
of Sisters, and a committee of Sister Supervisors to plan

SIand execute an educational program. The program was 
made a. living thing throughout the diocese by the inaugu
ration of four Sectional Educational 1'eetings held annu
ally at four strategic points in the diocese.7 These 
meetings are attended in every place by His Excellency 
who is actively interested in the program.

Among the first to respond to the Holy Bather’s ap
peal to Catholic Action, Bishop Schwertner supervised the 
formation of a Knights of Columbus Catholic Action Com
mittee of Men, and a, Catholic Action Committee of T7onen, 
and directed Rev. Leon McKeill a,s his representative to 
work directly with the Knights of Columbus in planning a 
satisfactory program of lay activities.33

The Most Rev. Bishop included in his progressive pro
gram of 1932 the field of adult education. This program
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31. Second Annual School Renort. 1929-1930.
32. Third Annual School Renort. 1930-1931.
33. Ibid.
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was marked by the formation of study clubs in the par
ishes throughout the diocese, the monthly radio program, 
and the systematic distribution of Catholic literature.0^

Providence has seemed to show approval of the Bish
op’s generous purpose and to bless his project. Hore of 
the achievements of the educational program, which is 
bearing out so successfully the efficiency of its organ
ization, will be noted in subsequent chapters.

It is not difficult for the people of Wichita and 
the diocese to appreciate and fully grasp the opportune
ness and the magnitude of the benefits conferred upon 
them by this truly great man whose prudence, unbending 
courage, indomitable energy and untiring perseverance 
have made him such a vital force throughout the state.

He is Bishop over one hundred sixty-six parishes in 
an area of 42,412 square miles in fifty-three counties. 
The largest parish is St. Mary’s Cathedral with four 
thousand members, the smallest is at Caldwell with eighly- 
five members. Since his installation in 1921, 143 
buildings have been dedicated: 33 churches, 40 schools,
30 parsonages, 21 parish convents, 7 nurses’ homes, 1 
hospital, 1 episcopal residence, a,nd 10 unclassified;

34. Ibid.
35. Sixth Annual School Benort. 1933-1934.



23,897 persons have been confirmed. The diocese has 65 
elementary schools and 12 high schools, of which 40 have 
"been erected during his time. The number of priests has 
increased from 115 to 150 and the Catholic population, 
which was 44,000 in 1371, is now 53,421.

36. 'ichi to, Beacon. Town Cri er. February 6, 1927.



CHAPTER VII 

HIGHER EDUCATION 

Kt. Carmel Academy

As early as 1883, the citizens of Wichita recognized 
a radical defect in the system of education in their 
schools.^ At that time an academy, vdiich was erected and 
furnished "by the city to "be conducted hy a Presbyterian 
Board from Emporia,2 failed to survive.'^1

Later, Pat her M. Casey, with J. 0. Davidson, P. E. 
Kirkpatrick, 0. C. Dorsey, Pat Healy, and other leading 
citizens, decided upon a Catholic academy for girls in 
Wichita.^ Preparations were made for the erection of the 
building and by November 1, 1886, the corner stone, was 
laid. The following summer a substantial brick building 
of eleven rooms, arranged to accommodate both grade and 1 2 3 4

1. Wichita Eagle, Parch 29, 1883.
2. Ibid.. March 20, 1884.
3. Ibid.. June 5, 1884.
4. Catholic Advance, December 24, 1932.
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high school, was ready to receive students.5
In the fall of 1886, Father Casey had "been delegated 

to go to Duhuque, Iowa, to propose to the Sisters of 
Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary the control and free 
ownership of the new academy, with fifteen acres of land. 
The proposition was not well received, as Wichita seemed 
to have little that the Sisters could visualize as prom
ising. Father Casey, determined that his mission would 
not he in vain, threatened to remain all winter if neces
sary to obtain the consent of the Sisters, who finally 
yielded and promised to take charge of the school.® Ac
cordingly, in July 1887, at the request of Mother Mary 
Francis Clarke, six Sisters of Charity left Dubuque for 
Wichita. Two of these took charge of the parochial school 
and the other four opened the Academy of All Hallows, as 
it was originally known.^ Father Casey selected "All 
Hall ows" in honor of his Alma Mater, a well-known boys'

Ocollege in Dublin, Ireland."
On September 5, 1887, the school opened with an en

rollment of twenty-three boarders and twenty-one day

5. Sister Mary Germaine, B.V.M., August 20, 1933.
6. Catholic Advance. December 24, 1932.
7. Archives of Kt. Carmel Academy. 8
8. Catholic Advance, December 24, 1932.



pupils.^ There were two classrooms. Hiss Hyslipp of 
Dickerson, Kansas, was the first hoarding pupil, while 
Miss Grace Guyton, now a Sister of Charity, was the 
Academy’s first graduate, she alone comprising the class 
of 1891. Miss Minnie York and Miss Mary Forbes were the
next graduates in 1892.9 10 11 12

When the "hoom" collapsed, the price of property 
fell and the Sisters bought land "for a song."H The 
original plot of fifteen acres of bleak prairie was en
larged and now includes a campus of about seventy acres 
of picturesque ground, constituting one of the beauty 
spots of Wichita.  ̂ A grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes, the 
gift of Bishop Hennessy and the priests of the diocese, 
dedicated December 19, 1908, graces the north campus.

The ability of the Sisters to conduct a successful 
school soon became apparent and Wichita's influential 
citizens, irrespective of religious conviction, then as 
now, sent their daughters for a practical and ornamental 
education. The enrollment has exceeded more tha,n two

9. Ibid.. May 12, 1906.
10. Archives of lit. Carmel Academy.
11. Michael Cooke, August 28, 1934.
12. H. 0. Bently, History of Sedgwick County. I, 359.



hundred girls-1-3 and since 1887 over five thousand girls 
and young women have "been educated at I-'t. Carmel. In its 
alumnae are found outstanding women of Wichita and of 
Kansas. «

The first addition to the building, completed in 
1902, cost ;60,000. It included a chapel, studios, recep
tion rooms, gymnasium, library, auditorium, dormitories, 
and dining hall.13 14 15 16 A second four-story addition (58 x 
115) was dedicated April 17, 1906. On the first floor 
there are a large study hall, science halls, laboratories, 
and classrooms; the second floor is given to reception 
rooms, while the third is devoted exclusively to private 
rooms and dormitories. On the fourth floor is a large 
auditorium, while the basement floor has the gymnasium 
which extends the full length and half the width of the 
building.

February 2, 1921, ground was broken for St. Joseph’s 
Residence Hall. March 19 the corner stone was blessed by 
Bishop Tihen of Denver.17 The building, dedicated

13. Archives of lit. Carmel Academy.
14. Catholic Advance, December 24, 1932.
15. Rev. Richa.rd Joseph Bollig, on. cit.. 89.
16. Catholic Advance. May 12, 1906.
17. Archives of 3t.Joseph1s narish. ledenntorists1 Annals.



December 11, 1921,-*-° contains fifty beautifully furnished 
private rooms, social and recreation parlors, rooms for 
commercial classes and household art, a domestic science 
department, and an art gallery.19

In 1931, the so-called "Country Day School" was in
augurated for pupils from the kindergarten to the sixth 
grade inclusive. The school is fully accredited by the 
Kansas State Board of Education, Kansas University, Wash
ington University, Trinity College, and Clark College in 
Dubuque, Iowa.20

Music is given a prominent pla,ce in the curriculum. 
In 1887, art and music were a part of the first school 
and received special attention. There was a great demand 
for string instruments. In 1906, twenty-one rooms were 
furnished with a piano and music cabinet. The Academy 
also has a miniature opera house, with a fine stage ca
pacity and beautiful scenes.

In 1916 the music department of Mount Carmel, as far 
as known, was the best equipped piano department of any 
institution in the state, the number and quality of the 18 19 20

18. Catholic Advance. December 17, 1921.
19. Rev. Richard Joseph Bollig, op. cit., 89.
20. '.rchives of Mt. Camel Academy; also lister U. 

Raphaella, B.V.K., January 7, 1934.
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instruments being considered. This department was again 
enlarged in 1923.^

The history of Ht. Carmel Academy would not be com- 
plete without the name of Rt. Rev. J. J. Hennessy who 
gave the institution his personal attention,notwithstand
ing the numberless demands of his interest a,s bishop of a 
large and prosperous diocese. 22

St. John’s Academy

The year 1902 marks the beginning of 3t. John’s 
Academy at the junction of McCormick and Sheridan Ave
nues, 23 where in 1886-1887, Rather Casey had erected a 
building for a boys’ college. Bishop Ilennessy, however, 
unable to secure religious teachers to take charge of the 
school, in 1888 converted the building into the episcopal 
residence and occupied it until 1902.

In October 1901, Mother Clementine of the Sisters 
Adorers of the Most Precious Blood of Ruma, Illinois, 
Vicaress of America, purchased the residence and six acres 
of land for 111,500. April 2, 1902, Mother Clementine, 
Sisters Johanna, Jerome, and Mary Josepha took charge of 21 22 23

21. H. 0. Bently, ot). ci t ., 359.
22. Sister M. Germaine, B.V.M., August 21, 1933.
23. Catholic Advance, lay 20, 1916.
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the property, and began at once to shape the place into a 
hoarding school for girls. The home and school were 
small and poorly equipped.24

On June 6, the first Mass was offered by Rev.J.Neu- 
haus, spiritual director at the Motherhouse in Ruma, who 
came to visit the rev: foundation and who brought the nec- 
cessary articles for Holy Mass.̂ 5

The Academy opened in September 1902 with an enroll
ment of eight boarders and thirty-six day pupils, under 
Sisters Germaine, Bertrand, and Rufina as teachers. The 
second school term, 1903-1904, showed an enrollment of 
forty-one boarders and thirty-three day pupils. The lat
ter included both girls and small boys.26

In 1903, a school was opened for boys in a separate 
part of the building. Twelve were enrolled the first 
year. Later Mother Clementine purchased from the Bishop 
for $1800 a two-story frame cottage and a ten-acre plot 
of land, located a block south of the Academy. The boys' 
classroom and dormitories were transferred to this build
ing, which they occupied until 1913.

By the year 1904 the boarders numbered fifty-four * 25 26

24 . Archives of 3t.' Jplan' s Academy.
25. Ibid.
26. Ibid.



girls, twenty-seven boys and five day p u p i l s , a n d  in 
1905, additions '"•ere built to both Academy and boys' 
school. The cost of the Academy addition was ¿11,000 
and that of the boys' school, )2400.

In 1903 the Sisters acquired an additional four 
acres for $22, which was the amount of back taxes. In 
1905, a twenty-acre plot was purchased from the Rt. Rev. 
bishop for ¿3500.

In 1913 the Sisters built a new school for boys. The 
building, a brick dormitory, contained thirty-three rooms 
thoroughly modern and fireproof, and cost ¿57,000. It 
was dedicated on Wednesday, February 6, 1914, by Rt. Rev.
J. J. Hennessy.29

In 1921, plans were presented to Bishop Hennessy for 
a chapel. About this time, to the dismay of the Sisters, 
the building erected in 1905 was declared unsafe for hab
itation. This necessitated the erection of a new school 
building,27 28 29 30 on which work began at once, and the corner 
stone was laid September 10, 1922, by the Rt. Rev. Aug.J. 
Schwertner, who also on June 24, 1923, dedicated the new
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27. Ibid.
28. Rev. Richard Joseph Bollig, on. cit.. 91.
29. Archives of St. John* s Academy.
30. Catholic Advo.noe. June 30, 1923.
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three-story 'brick "building (60 x 258) which cost 
)200,000. It included a chapel (40 x 00) of "basilica, 
style, eight classrooms, dining halls, art studios, dor- 
mitories, reception rooms, music rooms, a gymnasium, o,nd 
an auditorium.31

In 1916, high school courses were offered to the 
girls only. In 1924, the school was affiliated with the 
Catholic University, Washington, D. C., and in 1926 was
put on the list of accredited schools under the state 
laws of Kansas.^

July 30, 1929, the Holy See established a new prov
ince for the community of the Sisters Adorers of the Host
Precious Slood, and a novitiate rras opened in the Wichita 
diocese.33 Applications were received at once from pro
spective candidates. Hiss Gertrude Goble (Sister Hilda) 
from Hess City was the first postulant.34 The first re
ception was held August 29, 1930, when thirty-one young 
ladies were received into the order. As accommodations 
at St. John’s Institute were now insufficient for the 
novitiate and both schools, the boys' school was

31. Ibid.
32. Rev. Richard Joseph Bollig, o]o. ci t., 91.
33. Catholic Advance, December 17, 1932.
34. Sister K. Petrona, A.PP.S«, February 6, 1935.
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discontinued.55
Since 1902 the Community of the Sisters Adorers of 

the Most Precious Blood has grown from its humble Begin
ning of 4 to 214 members, who now conduct a Junior Col- 
lege, an Aca,deray, 4 high schools, 21 grammar schools, and 
a hospital. They are represented in the dioceses of Con
cordia, El Paso, Lincoln, Oklahoma City and Tulsa, and 
Wichita.^

Piocesan Superintendent of Education

Rev. Leon A. McNeill was horn October 29, 1903, at 
Guthrie, Oklahoma. In 1907 he began his elemental edu
cation in St. Bernardine’s School, San Bernardino, Cali
fornia, and completed it in St. Mary’s School, Newton,
Kansas, in the years 1908-1915. He graduated from the 
Newton public high school in 1918. He received his A.B. 
degree from St. Benedict’s College, Atchison, in 1921, 
when he entered St. Keinrad’s Seminary for his theological 
studies. During the summers of 1925 and 1927, he studied 
at Notre Dame. June 19, 1927, Bather McNeill was or
dained in St. Mary’s Cathedral, Wichita. The following 
month he was allowed by his Bishop to enroll at the
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35. Rev. Richard Joseph Bollig, on. cit., 91.
36. Official Catholic Directory. 1934, 866.
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Ca,tholic University to pursue a course in educational 
supervision, to which he devoted the year 1927-1928. In 
August 1928, Father McNeill toc appointed diocesan super
intendent of schools.37

In 1929 Father MclTei 11 established the branch summer 
school for the Sisters of the diocese in connection with 
the University of Wichita, and started the Vacation School 
movement for children who do not have the advantage of a 
parochial school education.3"' in 1929, also, he estab
lished the St. Patrick’s Experimental School, to which he 
gave his personal supervision. In 1930 he edited a Man
ual of Religious Vacation Schools for the Rural Life Con
ference Bureau, N.C.W.C., Washington, I). C. In 1931 he 
was appointed secretary of the Catholic Rural Life Con
ference, 33 and pastor of St. Peter Claver’s parish, which 
is made up of his own recent converts. In 1933 he was 
made president of the Sacred Heart Junior College. In 
1934 he was appointed by the Rural Life Conference to 
plan a year-round course in religion for Catholic chil
dren in public schools.40

37. Rev. Leon McNeill, January 9, 1935.
38. Sister II. Callista O’Sullivan, Relimi ous Vac at i on 

Schools in the 'hi.chita Diocese. 36-42.
3 9. Ibid.
40. American Catholic Who’s Who, 284.
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Father McNeill is a lire promoter of Catholic Action 
and the Lay Apostolate, and has "been appointed organizer 
and spiritual director of the Catholic Action Committee 
of 'omen. His untiring conscientious labor, especially 
in the strenuous educational program, has given him a 
nation-wide reputation, and no educator has ever more 
fully realized the obligation of his position than Father 
McNeill himself, who is striving to be fully as progres
sive as the age in which he lives.

Educational Progress

As the future growth and stability of the Church de
pends on the Christian education of the children, Rt.Rev. 
Aug. J. Schwertner has inaugurated a comprehensive edu- 
cational program for the diocese of Wichita, which em- 
braces the work in our parochial and private schools; the 
religious education for Catholic children who attend the 
public schools; opportunities for the education of our 
adult laity; and the training of the teaching Sisters.
On August 1, 1928, the Rt. Rev. Bishop appointed Rev.
Leon A. McNeill as diocesan superintendent of schools, 
and instructed him to organise the schools of the diocese 
into a unified system.

During the latter part of 1928 a Catholic program of 
study was formulated for the teaching Sisters to be
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carried during the summer. As a result, Sisters’ College 
opened at Cathedral High School in the summer of 1929 as 
a branch summer school of the Municipal University of 
T/ichi ta.

Considerable opposition was offered by those who did 
not wish to see the university*- offer this unusual oppor
tunity to the Catholics. A written contract between the 
Diocesan School Office and the Municipal University of 
Uichita clearly defined the sta,tus of the college and 
guaranteed independence and harmony to accomplish its 
work for the Catholic teachers. The arrangement enabled 
the diocese to launch an effective program of Catholic 
study for the Sisters teaching in the diocesan schools. 
This timely project opened a most convenient course of 
summer work for the Sisters of the different communities, 
and with its initiation contracts were ma.de with the uni
versity for five years, or until a Catholic college would 
be inaugurated to fill the need.41

Besides the plans which provided for the Catholic 
training of the Sisters, the Diocesan School Office un
dertook the promotion of Religious Vacation Schools in 
the diocese, beginning with the summer of 1929. Sixteen 
schools were conducted the first summer. Since then the

41. Catholic School Journal, July, 1930.



number has increased to forty-two. For the children who 
are unahle to attend the Vacation Schools, a Religious 
Correspondence School was opened during the winter of 
1929.

Beginning with September of the same year, St. Pat
rick's School, Wichita,, has been conducted as an experi
mental school under the direction of the School Office.

In order to acquaint the Sisters with the progress 
of the general school program and to discuss problems 
which are most significant to their respective locali
ties, Sectional Educational Meetings are held annually. 
The first of these meetings was held in January 1930.
One of the meetings is held each year in Wichita.

Two Catholic Action Committees were established in 
Wichita in 1930. During the first year of its existence, 
the Knights of Columbus Catholic Action Committee of Men 
sponsored two projects of major importance, a monthly 
radio hour, and a series of lectures and plays. The 
women's committees have rendered great assistance at the 
Colored Mission in Korth Wichita. Religious instruction 
classes began in Kovember of 1930. The mission has since 
developed into an established parish under the invocation 
of St. Peter Claver.

For the year 1932, two outstanding accomplishments
in the field of adult education were the inauguration of
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study clubs and. the disséminât ion of Catholic truth and 
sacred music on the monthly Radio Hour.42 43

After five years of successful operation of a summer 
school for the Sisters, Sacred Heart Junior College at 
St. John’s Motherhouse of the Sisters Adorers of the Most 
Precious Blood, Wichita, was opened September 11, 1933. 
The institution is under the general supervision of the 
piocesan School Office.43

Sacred Heart Junior College

In 1887, when Father Casey erected a building at the 
corner of McCormick and Sheridan Avenues, he had in mind 
a college. By chance, as some would say; providentially, 
as one would surely be led to think from the events 
marked by time before Father Casey's hope was realised, 
that college is now growing and flourishing in such an 
atmosphere of hope and enthusiasm as to satisfy even his 
fondest dreams.

The execution of this plan of fifty years ago was
■

effected when, on September 12, 1933, Sacred Heart Junior 
College was formally opened with the celebration of Sol
emn High Mass by Rev. Leon A. McNeill, president of the

42. Fourth Annual School Report. 1931-1932.
43. Fifth Annual School Renort. 1932-1933.
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college. In a forceful sermon, His Excellency Host Rev. 
Aug. J. Schwertner hailed the establishment of the junior 
college as the “beginning of a nen era in the history of 
Catholic education in the diocese.44

The character of the institution is distinctly dio
cesan; its primary purpose is the instruction and train
ing of the Sisters who teach in the schools of the dio
cese. Efforts are also made to serve hospital Sisters 
and lay women.45

Ownership and operation of the college are vested in 
the Sisters Adorers of the Most Precious Blood under the 
supervision of the Diocesan School Office.46 An Advisory 
Board, composed of two members from each of the communi
ties of teaching Sisters, with Bather KcHeill as chairman, 
has a voice in its admini strati on .47 Officers of the col
lege are: Rev. Leon A. McNeill, President: Sister Il.Zena 
Baumann, A.PP.S., Dean of Studies; Sister H. Petrona 
Steiferman, A.PP.S., Registrar and Librarian; and Sister 
in. Evelyn Gorges, A.PP.S., Dean of Women and Bursar.43 44 45 46 47 48

44. Ibid.
45. Ibid.
46. General Catalogue. Sacred Heart Junior College, 1935- 1936.
47. Pifth Annual School Rerort. 1932-1933.
48. Sixth Annual School Renort.. 1933-1934.
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Courses in freshman subjects only mere offered dur
ing the first term, 1334-1935. Cf a total enrollment of 
thirty-six students, thirty-one mere members of the vari
ous sisterhoods in the diocese and five were lay women. 
Faculty members mere Father McNeill, Sister M. Amanda Bo- 
hatch, A.PP.3., Sister M. Clementine Doyle, C.S.J., Mar
garet Miller, Sister M. Monica Moeder, A.PP.3., Sister M. 
Aquinas Steiferman, A.PP.S., and Sister M. Silveria Wan- 
ko, A.PP.S.49

The first summer session of the college opened on 
June 18, 1934, with an enrollment of ninety-four students. 
An opportunity school for children of elementary grades 
was conducted in connection with the teacher training de
partment of the college.-"0

Operation on a full junior college schedule commenced 
September 10, 1 9 3 4 . Having successfully met all the 
requirements of the State Board of Education and the Uni
versity of Uansas, Sacred Heart Junior College was ac- 
credited on February 16, 1935.^^ Thirteen young ladies, 
representing six cities of the diocese, were among the

49. Fifth Annual School Deport, 1933-1933.
50. Sixth Annual School Deport. 1933-1334.
51. Ibid.
52. Catholic Advance. April 20. 1935.____________ ___
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sixty-one students e n r o l l e d . A  class consisting of
54seventeen graduates received diplomas on June 1, 1935.

53. General Catalogue, Sacred Heart Junior College, 1935- 1936.
54. Catholic Advunce. June 6, 1935.



CHAPTER VIII

SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH OF WICHITA

In 1836, Rt. Rev. Louis Mary Fink, C.S.B., Bishop of 
Leavenworth, conscious that a redivision of his diocese 
was pending in Rome, endeavored to keep the Sisters of 
St. Joseph of Abilene, Kansas, within his jurisdiction. 
Accordingly, he transferred the Motherhouse from Abilene 
to Tarsons, Kansas, which he felt certain would remain in 
his diocese. 'Then the division came in 1897s Parsons was 
given to the Wichita Diocese, and the Sisters of St. Jo
seph of Abilene were then under the direction of Rt. Rev. 
J. J. Hennessy and became known as the Sisters of St. Jo
seph of Wichita.-

On December 8, 1899, Rt. Rev. J. J. Hennessy pur
chased the Dutch Reformed College, located on College 
Hill in Wichita, with a ten-acre plot of land for $5000. 
The building had been erected in 1888 at a cost of >56,000. 
It had been used as a college from 1888 to 1896, but at 
the time of the purchase, having been vacated for three

1 Sister M. Louis 
Joseph. 36.____ Kennedy, History of the Sisters of St.
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years, it was sadly run down.
On March 25, 1900, Mother Bernard with ten Sisters 

of St. Joseph arrived in Wichita to take possession of 
the deserted Building. Work of renovation began at once: 
the foundation was made solid, the walls painted, the 
building reroofed, and the interior cleaned and redeco
rated. Attention was also given to the much neglected 
campus, and Mother Bernard and the Sisters were assisted 
by the Bishop himself, who took off his coat and, like a 
day laborer, helped set the trees along St. Joseph’s Ave- 
nue. The Sisters were delighted with the transformation 
which their labor had brought about. The building con
tained twenty-eight large rooms, three dormitories, and a 
simple but devotiona-1 chapel.

May 1, 1900, Rt. Rev. J. J. Hennessy celebrated the 
first Mass in a small room on the second floor, which 
served as a temporary chapel until June 28, 1900, when 
the institution was dedicated by Bishop Hennessy, and Rt. 
Rev. T. Meerschaert, D. D., Bishop of Oklahoma, delivered 
the sermon.^

To take care of the needs of his own diocese, the 
Bishop withdrew the Sisters from the schools which they 
held in other dioceses, where they were engaged before

r ~  n n J” 1 ...... ' 1 " "........“ .... m " ' ■"■■■"" Inr ' ....... "  " 1

2. Ibid.. 45-46.



the redivision of 1897.3 At that, the number of Sisters 
•sms insufficient for the work to be done, following the 
suggestion of the Bishop, Mother Bernard made three vis
its to Europe to secure candidates for the religious life. 
More than sixty young women returned with her to enter 
the community. The greater number were from Ireland, but
Germany and Italy were also represented.

Ilother Bernard Sheridan, the foundress of the Sis
ters of St. Joseph of Tichita, Kansas, was born in Elphin, 
County Roscommon, Ireland, in 1860. She was still a. 
child when, with her widowed mother, she came to Lockpart, 
Lew York. At the age of fifteen she applied for admis
sion into the community of the Sisters of St. Joseph of

4Brie, Pennsylvania, and was received October 15, 1875.
In the summer of 1887, Mother K. Stanislaus O'Leary 

of Concordia, Kansas, applied to the Kotherhouse in Brie 
for volunteers to conduct a proposed college in Abilene,
where Sister Bernard came in answer to the call. Bishop 
Pink, deciding to make of Abilene a separate community, 
appointed Sister Bernard superior on March 25, 1888. Bor 
twenty years, at the head of a new and struggling commu
nity, she advanced the cause of religion by her indomiiabOe 5

5. Sister K. Leonard Jordan, July 6, 1934.
4. Sister M. Louis Kennedy, on. cit.. 15-50.
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courage and generous spirit, and she lived to see her 
community spread throughout this and neighboring dioceses. 
T'other Bernard opened schools in Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, 
and Colorado. She introduced her community into hospital 
work in 1903 when she planned and built Kt. Carmel Hos
pital, Fittsburg, Kansas. This was followed the same 
year with the opening of St. Mary’s Hospital in Hinfield, 
Kansas; the building of St. John's Hospital in Iola in 
1904; and St. Joseph’s Sanitorium in Del Horte, Colorado, 
in 1308. In 1908 she was succeeded in office by Mother 
K. Aloysia.5

Mother Bernard died after forty-nine years in reli
gion, February 1, 1924, at Kt. Carmel Hospital, Pittsburg 
Kansas. The results which she achieved in her life span 
left a great and lasting impression on the Catholic life 
of Kansas, especially in the diocese of T/ichita.6

Mother K. Aloysia Keleher, who succeeded Mother Ber
nard as second superior general of the Sisters of St. Jo
seph of ’Jichita, was born in Elkader, Iowa, June 24,1870. 
She received her early training and education in the pub
lic schools of Hlka.der, after which she attended Mt. St. 
Joseph's Academy, Abilene, Kansas. 5 6

5. Sister M. Teresa Kackin, Training of Teachers. 1886-
1926, 62.—

6. Sister M. Victoria Lake, August 28, 1934.
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December 27, 1830, she became a member of the commu
nity at lit. St. Joseph's, Abilene. Following her novi
tiate, she taught for twelve years in the parochial 
schools.

In December 1303 she was assigned to hospital work, 
at which she continued until 1308, when she was elected 
superior general of the community. Assuming the respon
sibility, so ably borne, she had for her assistant, Sis
ter II. Clementine Doyle; for Mistress of Novices, Sister 
* k • Xavier Doherty.

Mother Aloysia has directed an extensive increase in 
the community activities, including a building program, 
Which began with the erection of the Motherhouse in Wich- 
ita; followed by Mercy Hospital, Parsons, Kansas; Ponca 
City Hospital,Ponca City, Oklahoma; and St. Anthony's 
Hospital, Dodge City, Kansas. She acquired Wichita Hos
pital, Wichita, Kansas, by purchase in 1325, and the Ilal- 
stea,d Hospital, Halstead, Kansas, which was presented to 
the Sisters of St. Joseph by Dr. A. E. Ilertzler in 1332, 
was taken in charge under her direction. Succeeded in 
the office of general superior in 1915 by Mother Colette, 
she was re-elected to the same charge in 1321, and has 
retained her superiorship up to date. She has as her as
sistant, Sister M. Prudentia Miller. Sister K. Baptista 
Casey is the Mistress of Novices.



The Sisters of St. Joseph suffered the loss of theixj 
Motherhouse "by fire, September 7, 1913. Only partial in
surance covered the estimated )55,000 loss. In six 
months, however, a new "building was under construction, 
and it was completed in February 1915. The new convent 
’was dedicated February 11, 1915, by Rt. Rev. J. J. Hen- 
nessy and Rt. Rev. J. F. Cunningham of Concordia,. Bishop 
Hennessy celebrated the Pontifical High Mass and the ded
icatory sermon was delivered by Rev. J. II. Ilandly, C.3.P.

The new three and a half story structure (150 x 130) 
costing f>60,000 is made of round-edge brick with Silver- 
de,le stone trimming.7 The most outstanding feature of 
the building is the beautiful and artistic chapel adjoin
ing and extending beyond the main building.

The Sisters of St. Joseph on coming to Wichita in 
1900 numbered sixty members. They now number three hun
dred fifty. They have acquired the Wichita Hospital in 
the episcopal city, and they conduct four out of the six 
parochial schools. Their activities outside the city of 
Wichita are carried on in eight hospitals and twenty-six 
schools.
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CHAPEL CAH

In 1907 an experiment which marked an era of prog
ress in a new direction was a "church on wheels" which 
arrived in Wichita.

The Chapel Car, which was seventy-two feet long, 
and "built on the model of a private Pullman car, con
tained sleeping apartments, a library and a kitchen, all 
fitted for travel. The distinctive feature, however,was 
the chapel. An altar, a movable communion rail which 
could be converted into a confessional, and fifty pews 
constituted the furnishings.

The car, valued at 15,000, was the gift of Ambrose 
Fetry, of Hew York, a Catholic layman,- to the Catholic 
Church Extension Society, and was dedicated to St. An
thony of Padua, June 10, 1907, at the La Salle Street de
pot in Chicago, by Archbishop Quigley. Bishop Hennessy 
of Wichita, who was present, arranged for the car to 
leave the next day on its "initial" trip to Wichita. The 1

1. Catholic Advance, June 29, 1907.
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Bishop, who at the tine was the secretary of the Church 
Extension Society, was aboard the car2 vath Father KcKer-

rznan, the first chaplain,0 and accompanied it on its trip 
to the remote settlements of Kansas where Catholicity had 
grown cold.

In Coldwater, Kansas, Mass had not been offered for
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three years and at that time it was celebrated in the 
courthouse. In Englewood, the Baptist Church trustees 
had offered their church building for an occasional Mass. 
"The Twentieth Century Apostle" was used for four months 
in the Wichita diocese. Through the generosity of the 
■Vichita Knights of Columbus, over 1200 catechisms, 300 
Catholic papers, and 150 Faith of Our Fathers were dis
tributed throughout the tour.

Catholicism hereby received an impetus which soon 
told, and in a few years the Bishop and people were grat- 
ified to see results that could be credited to the work 
initiated by the Chapel Car“̂ and its zealous crew. How
ever, the use of the car in Kansas was made impracticable 
for the time, by the passage of new railroad laws which

2. Catholic Advance. June 22, 1907.
3. Rev. Francis C. Kelly, American Catholic Missionary 

Congress. 241.
4. Catholic Advance, November 13, 1907.



vent into force January 1908.5
The second visitation of this hind was in January, 

1914, when Rev.P. J. KacCorry, C.S.P., in St. Peter’s 
Chapel Car, resumed this mission work, which hy June was 
extended to the Mexicans, who were employed hy the Santa 
Fe Railroad. Father Serrano, a Spanish missionary, was 
invited to accompany the car. In the course of six 
months of missionary work, six new churches were estab
lished in Kansas.6 5 6

5. Ibid., February 1, 1908.
6. Catholic Advance, June 6, 1914.



CHAPTER X 

HOSPITALS

St. Pruneis* Hpr/oital

St. Prancis’ Hospital was cradled in a poor dwelling 
that stood on the northwest corner of the 900 block on 
North Pourth Street (now St. Prancis Avenue).-- Dr. 
Pahrique, in 1887, rented a vacant "brick "building which 
had been erected sometime between 1880 and 1884 by "Dr." 
H. 0. Burleigh. Dr. J. E. Oldhan was invited to o,ssist 
in operating the hospital. The two struggled against 
great odds, and often used their own money to meet the 
expenses. Eventually, however, they were faced with the 
alternative of abandoning the project or of transferring 
it to other management.

Dr. Pabrique wished for Ca,tholic Sisters and through 
Pather Casey, the Sisters of Mercy came to Wichita and 
took charge of this small institution. Times were hard, 
and only the most destitute or homeless patronized the 1

1. Prances Brooks, Medical History of Pioneer Doctors, 113-114.
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hospital, and the Sisters, witla. no support, -were forced 
to give up the project and they disposed of the property 
in 1888.2 3

About this tine, two Sisters of the Sorrowful Ho then? 
an order of German origin founded five years before in 
Rome, sailed from Italy for an extended tour throughout 
the United States. The two, Sister Scholastics, and Sis
ter Joachim, were to solicit funds for the Motherhouse 
from the various German societies and friends in America, 
and at the same time, they were looking for a location 
for a hospital in the United States.

From Philadelphia, they came west to St. Louis to 
investigate possibilities, where they were informed by 
Monsignor Huhlreissen, Vicar-General of St. Louis, that 
Bishop Hennessy was looking for Sisters to take charge of 
a hospital abandoned by the Sisters of Mercy.3 They came 
to Vichita and met Bishop Hennessy, who urged them to re
open the abandoned hospital. They took the matter up 
with their spiritual director, Very Rev. George Jacquemin 
who obtained the permission from Rome for the Sisters to 
accept the hospital.

Prom St. Francis’ Hospital other institutions
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2. Ibid.. 115.
3. Catholic Advance;, June 17, 1922.



conducted by the Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother branched 
out in Oklahoma, hew Mexico, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 
New Jersey.4

On December 8, 1889, eight Sisters from Europe 
joined the two in Wichita. The Sisters of the Sorrowful 
Mother leased the hospital for four years at fifty dol
lars a month. The building, a two-story brick structure, 
including an attic,was faced with a two-decker open 
porch, a rather gloomy looking structure, most primitive 
in its arrangement and equipment.5

Gas, electricity, and running water were soon in- 
stalled and the building equipped to take care of fifteen 
patients.4 5 6 7 Unfamiliar with the language, the Sisters de
pended upon instructions from the Catholic people of the 
vicinity, and Miss Kate and Miss Mayme Hannibal were 
their teachers.7

St. Francis' Hospital was opened to the public De
cember 1889, with Sister Scholastica as first superior, 
who, not being physically strong, was succeeded in 1890
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4. ',"ichita Deacon, February 24, 1890.
5. Rev. dm. Schaefers, The St. Francis Hospital, 17.
6. Catholic Advance. October 7, 1931.
7. Frances Brooks, op. cit., 119-120.
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"by Sister Mechtildis ̂
Besides the hospital nursing, the Sisters for a time 

nursed in private homes for the munificent sum of fifty 
cents a day. '¡Then the hospital was about to fail, a num
ber of the people of Wichita, notably Mrs. Marsh Murdock^ 
inspired by a newspaper article written by Mr. David 
Leahy, came to the assistance of the poverty-stricken in
stitution. Mr. Cha,rles Henderson, a Wichita dry goods 
merchant, provided blankets and other needed merchandised 
A number of the citizens of Wichita also responded gen
erously. An appropriation was applied for to the state, 
as well as one from the city of Wichita. The Cudahy and 
the Dold Packing Companies took up a subscription among 
their employees.H

In 1892, the annual number of patients ranged from 
35 to 60, and most of these were charity cases. In the 
midst of the struggle for existence an order came from 
Home to relinquish the hospital project and to seek a 
better field. Bishop Iiennessy, however, believing in 
better days to come, would not give his consent, and thus * 9 10 11

8* Catholic Advance. October 7, 1931.
9. Rev. ’.7m. Schaefers, err), cit.. 18.
10. Prances Brooks, op .cit.. 120; David Leahy, August 24, 1934.
11. Ibid.



saved to v7i chita one of the largest hospitals in Kansas!^ 
The Sisters sought and received permission to make 

an extensive soliciting tour of the neighboring states 
and thereby obtained $6000. At this time also, John 
Springob, a farmer living near Schulte (two of whose 
daughters later joined the community), believing that a 
substantial loan would save the institution, mortgaged 
his farm and loaned the money thus raised to the Sisters 
without interest, This proved to be the turning point in 
the history of the community, and confidence in the fu
ture of the institution was born. -̂3

In 1896 an addition to the hospital was necessary to 
accommodate the patients, and in the eighteen years fol
lowing, 1898-1916, six large additions Yiere erected; the 
first in 1898 increased the bed capacity to 60, another 
addition in 1902 increased it to 1 0 0 . 1 9 0 8  saw the 
erection of another addition which increased the bed ca- 
pacity to 150. The growth of the city during the years 
1912-1916 brought a corresponding increase of patients to 
the hospital and additions were made in 1912, 1914, 1916, 
including improvements in the living quarters of the 12 13 14

12. T.7ichita Beacon. February 24, 1930.
13. Frances Brooks, op. cit.. 124.
14. Rev. 77m. Schaefers, op. cit., 25.



Sisters.15
In 1922 a free dispensary and clinic service was es- 

tablished. Tit. Rev. Aug. J. Schwertner accepted the of
fice of president of the Free Dispensary Board.

In 1928 a general remodelling of St. Fra,ncis’ Hos- 
pital was initiated, which included a magnificent addi
tion at a total cost of £>500,000. Ground was "broken on 
October 29, 1328. Twelve months later the addition was 
dedicated "by Rt. Rev. Aug. J. Schwertner. St. Francis’
Hospital now extends a full "block along Hmporia Street.

St. Francis’ Hospital now has thirty-six depart
ments^ of the finest and most satisfactorily equipped 
units in this and neighboring states.

The history of the Training School is a story of 
continued progress and devoted service. Prior to 1917, 
only the Sister nurses had to do with the patients, but 
the steady and ever-increasing number of patients offered 
great possibilities for a nursing school, and despite the 
responsibilities to be entailed, temporary living quar
ters were set in order at once, classrooms provided, 
rules and regulations governing the Pursing School were 
drawn up, s.nd a course of study prescribed by the Kansas 15 16
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15. Ibid.
16. Ibid.



125

State Board of ITursing was adopted. Then all was in 
readiness, thirty applications were accepted and in the 
summer of 1917, the ITursing School was well under way.̂  
The first class, consisting of nine Sisters and seventeen 
girls, graduated in May 1920.

Each year has seen additions and improvements until 
today the school is one of the largest and hest equipped 
of its hind in the Southwest.1' In 1921, a -^175,000 
nurses’ home was completed, and dedicated on December 15, 
hy Rt. Rev. Aug. J. Schwertner.

Rational recognition has been given St. Francis' Hos
pital and Training School. The .American Medical Associa
tion and the American College of Surgeons have rated the 
hospital in Class A.1^

Today the "building, complete, represents seven dis
tinct units all harmonizing into one stru.cture so that it 
appears as if built from one plan, so little can be seen 
to indicate that it was erected at different times.20 17 18 19 20

17. Catholic Advance. April 28, 1954.
18. Ibid.
19. Rev. Wxn. Schaefers, _op. pit., 30
20. Ibid
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'.'.'ich.ita Hospital

Typical of the progressive spirit that has marked 
the entire career of Wichita from a struggling frontier 
village to the first city in the commonwealth of Kansas 
is the Wichita Hospital.^-1- This hospital was established 
;on September 9, 1879, when a small group of earnest, sym
pathetic women, pioneers themselves, actuated by benevo
lent, humanitarian and true Christian purposes a,nd spirit 
organized the "Ladies' Benevolent Home," the object of 
which was to "a,fford and give temporary shelter a,nd re- 
lief to the sick a,nd disabled who came as strangers to 
the city."-'1'̂

By January 1887, the original plan of the institu
tion was changed so as to include all general hospital 
work. The association was incorporated under the title 
of "Ladies’ Benevolent Home and Hospital" and moved to 
larger quarters at 1021 South St. Francis Avenue, at that 
time the extreme southern part of the city.

Soon after the institution began to operate as an 
ordinary hospital, appropriations from the state, city

21. lchita Beacon. Reconstruction a.nd Beveloument Humber , September 27, 1919.
¡22. Archives of Wichita Hospital.
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and county amounting to $800 in all were allowed, while 
the different Protestant churches contributed to its sup

About this tine a new three-story frame building,es- 
timated to cost 1)25,000," was built and the hospital 
could now accommodate 30 patients conveniently. There 
were 25 rooms, including the office, two regular dining 
rooms and a kitchen. The modern conveniences were gas 
and running water. A regular staff of physicians com
posed of sixteen members was organized and the once home
ly, humble structure for the poor began its uninterrupted 
success as a h o s p i t a l . B y  May 1809, the institution 
was named "The Wichita Hospital. "26

In 1833, Mrs. Prances Montford Branstetter from In
dianapolis, Indiana, came to assume the superintendence 
of the hospital. 3he was the first trained nurse in 
Wichita and was assisted by two practical nurses, a woman 
to cook, and an orderly to build the fires.

In 1898, the hospital was moved to a three-story

port.23

building formerly used as a bank, located at Seneca

23. Prances Brooks, op. cit.. 131.
24. Mi chi ta Magie, January 11, 1887.
25. Prances Brooks, og. cit.. 132. 26
26. Lola Mae Mllis,"The Wichita Hospital."The Tieresan.14.



and Douglas Streets on tlie vest side,^7 to which was 
added a fireproof wing in 1915, increasing the capacity 
of the hospita-l to 115 "beds . A mortgage had heen placed 
on the property to enable the corporation to build this 
addition. Expenses increased steadily with the doubled 
capacity; debts were incurred and the hospital passed in
to the hands of the First Trust Company of Wichita, but 
continued to operate. On July 10, 1325, the Sisters of 
St. Joseph purchased the Wichita Hospital,^ through L.
W. Clapp,29 president of the First Trust Company for 
¡¡>140,000, which included the Burses’ Home on Grand Avenue 
and Seneca Streets.

July 15, 1925, the Sisters took possession with 
Bother I.'. Colette, superior and superintendent; Sister M. 
Alphonsus, general supervisor of nursing; Sister M. Vic- 
toria, superintendent of the training school; and Sister 
M. Imnaculata, treasurer.

Much needed improvements were begun at once. A tem
porary chapel was prepared and the first Mass celebrated 
August 9, 1925 by Rev. Father Heine, C.SS.R. A new and 
beautiful chapel, modelled out of two abandoned wards on * 29

27. Archives of St. Joseph* s -parish. 
: 28. Ibid.
29 . ichita - ~w ' , July II, 1925.
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the third floor, was ready for dedication on December 7,
1925, when it was blessed by Rt. Rev. Hsgr. Wm. Farrell 
in honor of Cur Lady of Perpetual Help.30

In a short time the hospital was furnished with 
equipment for hydro- and physiotherapy, with nurses es
pecially trained in each department,31 a pharmacy in 
charge of a registered pharmacist was added in 1928.^2 
Fhe hospital is approved and accredited by the American 
ledical Association, the Catholic Hospital Association, 
and the American College of Surgeons.33

In February 1932, the Kansas Crippled Children Com
mission approved the hospital for all types of cases of 
crippled boys and girls from the infant to the adolescent 
stage. During the first ten months, nearly 200 children 
received, free of cost, the best medical and surgical core 
directed by Dr. E. D, Hbright, orthopedic surgeon. Class- 
work in charge of a Sister was organized for these chil
dren and a library of 175 books was donated to the school 
by Rev. Leon A. McHeill.34

30.
31.
32.
33.

Mother II. Colette, August 22, 1933.
Sister M. Victoria Lake, August 28, 1934. 
latholic Ad'vanee, December 24, 1932. 
Sister M. Alphonsus Mclnery, February 20, 
Catholic Advance. December 74, 1932,

1935.
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In 1932 Dr. T. T. Holt established an outpatient 
clinic for the benefit of the needy Mexicans. During the

The Hurses' Training School, the first in Kansas, 
was estn/blished in 1896 and graduated its first cHa ss of 
fot;r members, Miss Bessie Baldwin, Miss Lou Rankin, Miss 
Cllie McNamara, and Miss Laura Woodward, in 1898. With 
the exception of 1905, a class of increasing numbers has 
been graduated every year. At the time the Sisters took 
charge of the hospital, the training school numbered 26 
students; it now numbers 60. The Nurses' Home is a spa.- 
cious and pleasa,nt building, located two blocks north of 
the hospital on Seneca. A $10,000 addition,consisting of 
sleeping rooms, dressing rooms, bath rooms and showers, 
was built in 1926. At that time repairs were necessitated 
by a devastating fire which occurred on June 15, 1926,

started the conflagration at 4 A. M. Norty nurses were 
in the building, all of whom escaped without injury, be
ing roused and directed to safety by Sister Victoria, who 
with her mother, Mrs. Mary Lake of St. Paul, Kansas, was

35. Ibid.. December 24, 1932.

irst ten months, 197 patients were cared for, free, and
a total of 670 visits were made.35

when a defective electric wire, played upon by lightning



horribly 'burned. Mrs. Lake died the following day.
Arrangements have recently "been completed for the 

affiliation of the Wichita Hospital Mursing School with 
the Sacred Heart Junior College.
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36. Archives of Hichi ta Hospital.
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RECAPITULATION

BISHOPS OP WICHITA
Rt. Rev. James O’Reilly (Bishop-elect), died July 26,1887 
Rt. Rev. John J. Hennessy, 1888-1920 
Host Rev. Aug. J. Schwertner, 1921-

RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES CP KEN
Pranciscan Fathers (Province of Cincinnati), 1890. 
Redemptorist Fathers (Province of St. Louis), 1920.

RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES OP WOMEN
Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Dubuque, 

Iovra), 1887.
Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother (Rome, Italy), 1889. 
Sisters of St. Joseph (Wichita, Kansas--diocesan), 1899. 
Sisters of the Most Precious Blood (Rome, Italy), 1902.

HOSPITALS
Gommunity Sisters Patients Student

Nurses
St. Francis’ Hospital C • S .M • 50 3975 71Wichita Hospital J • 'S' • J • 25 2111 58

Total 75 6086 129
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SCHOOLS 
Hinh Schools

Community Tea.chers Pu-oils

St. Mary's Cathedra,! C.3.J. 11 300
St. John's Academy A.rr.s. 4 57Ht. Carmel Academy B.V.M. 4 50

Total 19 407
Elementary Schools

St. Mary's Cathedral C.S.J. 8 324
Blessed Sacrament C.3.J. 8 258St. Joseph's B.V.M. 6 246St. Anthony's C.S.J. 4 170
St. Patrick's C.S.J. 3 100
Our Lady of Guadalupe C.3.M. 3 100Shunt Carmel Academy B.V.M. 3 43St. John's Academy A.PP.S. 2 40

Total 37 1281



ANNOTATED 313LI OGRAPHY

Archiver.
Cathedral Chancery Office, Wichita,Kansas 
1-t. Carmel Academy, Wichita, Kansas 
lit. St. Mary's Convent »Wichita, Kansas 
St. Anthony's Parish, Wichita, Kansas 
St. Prancis' Hospital, Wichita, Kansas 
St. John's Academy, Wichi ta, Kansas 
St. Joseph's Parish, Wichita, Kansas 
St. Louis University, St. Louis, Missouri 
Sisters of Charity, Dubuque, Iowa
Sisters of St. Prancis, Oldenburg, Indiana, 
Wichita Court House, Wichita, Kansas 
Wichita Hospital, Wichita, Kansas
A careful perusal of St. Mar?/' s lathe Ira" Archives 

shows that data fron 1872 to 1890 is very meager. Exclu
sive of the sacramental records, a single page of manu
script, relative to the establishment of St. Aloysius' Church, is the sum total of data, pertaining to the pio
neer Catholic institutions. The Archives contain a com
plete file of the Catholic Advance. The Archives of St. 
Anthony's p?,rish contain the required church records, pa
per clippings, and a souvenir booklet. The Archives of 
St. Jose-nh' s -parish contain all noteworthy events in a 
simple form since 1920. At that time the Redemptorist 
community assumed charge of the parish. All necessary 
data are furnished by the community annals and church 
records. The Archives of St. Patri c s parish contain 
the church records, paper clippings, souvenir booklet,
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and a parish paper, St. Patrich1s Green and Gold. Ar
chives of the later parishes a,re more nearly complete.
The burning of lit. St. Mary's Convent in 1913 destroyed 
informational diaries kept by the pioneer Sisters of the 
Congregation. Official records are preserved. A history 
of the congregation, compiled by Sister M. Louis Kennedy, 
is a valuable source. The Archives of St. francis1 Hos- 
■ ital provide primary and secondary' source material since 
1889. lit. Carmel Academy and St. John's Academy preserve 
all necessary data through their files, registers, cata
logues, and paper clippings..
Interviews

Blake, Sister II. Bonaventure 
Braiser, Mrs. A. J.
Christman, Mrs. A1 
C1eary, Mrs. John 
Cooke, Miss Mary E.
Cooke, Michael
Curran, Sister M. Agnes
De Pazzi, Sister Mary, B.V.II.
Dougherty, John 
Dunning, Mrs. Mary 
Dwyer, Dan
Farrell, Rt. Rev. Msgr. Y/m.
Germaine, Sister M., B.V.M.
Hannibal, Miss Kate 
Hyland, Sister Mel Eesa 
Jordan, Sister M, Leonard 
Kelly, Rev. J. Edwin 
Kennedy, Mrs. Tom
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Kennedy, Sister M. Louis 
Kipn, Mother M. Colette 
Lake, Sister II. Victoria 
Leahy, David
Mclnery, Sister II. Alphonsus 
McNeill, Rev. Leon A.
Martin, Sister K. Imnaculata 
Metshacher, Miss Ann*
Mueller, Rev. J. H., C.S3.R.
Munoz, Rev. Joseph 
O’Hara, Sister M. Mechtildis 
O’Sullivan, Rev. T. J.
Petrona, Sister M., A.PP.S.
Phelps (Kashacher) Mrs. Mary, Denver, Colorado 
Sander, Rev. Damian, O.F.M.
Schvertner, Most Rev. Aug. J.
Sheahan, Sister Margaret Mary 
Stover, Mrs. Emma,
Tihen, Most Rev. J. Henry
Vivina, Sister K., B.V.M., Des Moines, Iowa 
Wagner, Miss Anne 
Wickersham, Mrs. G. 11.
Wrenn, Sister M. Alberta
Interviews were given a prominent place in this history, both for information and verification. The nature 

of the subject offered an opportunity for reliance on
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memory. Contradictions, doubtful points and tlie estab
lishing of dates presented a problem. Pioneers and all 
persons interviewed were eye witnesses to such points as they verified, Mrs. Mary Dunning and Mrs. G. H. Wicker- 
sham were among the worthy band who assisted at Mass said 
by father Ponziglione in the hone of Mrs. Meagher. Most 
Rev. J. Henry Tihen, priest of Wichite for twenty-three 
yea,rs (1889-1912), was very reliable for pioneer history, 
also Michael Cooke, a member of the church committee in 
1887.
Catalogues and Reports

Annual School Reports, Piocese of Wichita,1929-1934.
lit. Carmel Academy. Hi chita. Hans as, 1927.
Sacred Heart Junior College. Hichita. Hansas. 1935- 1936 .
St. francis1 Hospital. 'Hichita, Kansas.
St. franc i s ' Hospital Training School, Hi chits,, 

Kansas.
St. John1s Academy, Hi chi ta, Kansas.
Hichita Hospital. Hichita, Kansas. 1925.
These sources gave a very definite picture of the 

progress made by the Catholic institutions. The Annuo,! 
School Reports contain complete statistical information 
of the various diocesan schools.
, emoirs and Hi ogre,phi es

Graves, H. V/., Life and Letters of fathers Ponzig-
lione. Schoennakers, and Other farly Jesuits of 
Csage Mission. St. Paul, Kansas: W. H. Graves 
1916.

Euhls, Anton J., Reminiscences of forty Years. 1902.
Life and Letters of fathers fonziglione, Schoenmak- 

ers and Other Harly Jesuits of Csage Mission contains good and interesting reading, relates the trials of the 
Jesuits and the Sisters of Loretto in their work among
the Indians of Kansas. Ho bibliography is given. Remi- 
niscences of forty Years has only a short paragraph



rela-tive to Wichita. The work is a fine source for 
church history in Kansas City, Kansas.
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ITevrsraners and Periodicals
Catholic Advance, The. 1902-1935 (Wichita, Kansas) 
Catholic School Journal. July 1930 (Milwaukee, Wis.)
Kansas City Times, 1888 (Kansas City, S S O Dll* i )1
St.Paul Journal- 1898-1934 (St. Paul, Kansas)
Toronto De-gist er Extension. 1921
Wichita Beacon. The. 1919-1925 (Wichita, Kansas)
Wichita Democrat. The. 1919 (Wichita, Kansas)
Wichita Eagle. The. 1872-1888 (Wichita, Kansas)
Since 1902, from the Catholic Advance, a complete 

history of Catholic institutions and activities is ob
tainable through the arduous task of the "page to page" 
research work. This source was of special importance for 
initial work. Some unreliable dates and accounts neces
sitated investigation from other sources for verification. 
St. Paul JournoJ files were of special value for the life 
of Father Ponziglione. In the field of newspaper work, the most valuable material for pioneer history appears in 
the Wichita Eagle, Parish records of the time were brief 
or incomplete, diaries were not kept by the pioneers, 
whose memories for data were fine while the dates had faded into oblivion. A "page to page" survey of the 
Eagle removed questions of doubt relative to the dates 
and enabled the writer to establish the beginning of the 
"first" St.Patrick’s Church, also the closing of St. 
Aloysius’ School during the pastorate of Father Shurz. 
Kansas City Times published a detailed account of the in
stallation of the first Catholic bishop of Wichita. The 
Wichita Deacon, the Democrat, and the Toronto Degister Extension contain similar Information to substantiate and 
throw additional light on church activities.
Directories

American Catholic Who *s Who, George Fell Curtis, ed
itor, St.Louis: B. Herder, 1911.
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Catholic Directory Almanac . ITew York: D. & J. 
Sadlier & Company, 1870-1890.

The Official Catholic Directory. Hew York: P. J. 
Kennedy & Son, 1870-1934.

Pichita. City Directory. Kansas City, Missouri, and 
Wichita, Kansas: Dockson, 1872-1888.

Wichita Who * s Who.
The Catholic Directories aided materially in estab

lishing the existence of institutions but were not wholly 
dependable for dates and figures. Kumbers were exagger
ated .and dates misleading. Kon-existent parishes con
tinue to appear in the directories for several years af
ter having been abandoned. School enrollment and parish
ioners listed do not agree with school and parish records. 
The St. Louis Diocesan Library has a complete set of the 
published Catholic Directories (the first Almanac in 1817 
excepted). During the years 1818-1821, no Almanac ap
peared; in 1825-1863 there were none for the entire United States. The Congressional Library and St. Benedict’s 
College Library, Atchison, Kansas, have practically com
plete sets. The Tichi la Directory established definitely ioubtful situations.
Special Works

Bently, H. C., Wist or:/ of Sedgwick County ♦ 2 vols.;
Chicago: Cooper and Company, 1910.

Bollig, Rev. Richard Joseph, Kistor?/ of Catholic
Education in Kansas, 1836-1952. Ph.D. Disser
tation, Catholic University, 1932.

Brooks, .Trances, Kedical History of Lioneer Doctors. 
M. A. Thesis, Wichita University, 1933.

Catholic Wncyclopedia. 15 vols.; Hew York: The
Encyclopedia Press, 1909.

Ellis, Lola Mae, "The Wichita Hospital." The 
Theresan. ’Wichita Hospital Annual, 1929.

Houch, lionsignor, History of Catholicity in northern 
Ohio and Piocese of Cleveland. Archives of 
Cleveland Diocese.
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Kelly? Rev. C. Prancis, American C.atlaolic Tag si onary 
ongress. Chicago: J. S. Hyland & Co.

Kennedy, Sister M. Louis, C.S.J., History of the
Sisters of St. Josenh. M. A. Thesis, Creighton 
University, 1920.

Kinsella, Rev. T. H., A Centenary of Catholicity in 
Kansas, 1822-1922. Kansas City: The Casey 
Printing Co., 1921.

Kopp, Rev. Sixtus, O.P.F., St. Anthony* s Souvenir 
Look. Wichita, Kansas, 1912.

Mackin, Sister Mary Teresa, C.S.J., Traini ng of
Teachers. 1886-1926. M. A. Thesis, Hotre Lame 
University, 1926.

McCarthy, Sister Mary Isabel, C.S.J., The Influence 
of Osage Mission Upon Catholic Development of 
Southern Kansas, 1867-1885, M. A. Thesis, Hotre 
Dame University, 1930.

O’Sullivan, Sister Mary Callista, C.S.U., Religious 
Vacation Schools in the vrichita ' a oceso, M. A. The sis, Hotre Dame University, 1933.

Parish Members, Souvenir Look of the Dedication of 
St. Mary* s Cathedral. '"ichita,, Kansas, 1912.

Phelan, Rev. Thomas P., D. D., "The Hierarchy of the 
United States." Catholic Duilders of the Ra
tion . C. S. McGuire, managing editor, 5 vols.; 
Poston: Continental Press, Inc., 1925.

Schaefers, Rev. Wm., The St. Prancis Hospital♦ 
Wichita, Kansas, 1929.

Hi chita Schools, Illustrated History of "'i chita.
A number of the works included under "Special" of

fered little information for this subject. The History 
of Sedgwick County contains a brief survey of Mt. Carmel 
Academy. The Catholic Encyclopedia states briefly the 
organization of the Hichita Diocese and the discouraging 
conditions at that time. Histor7r of latholic Education 
in Kansas 1856-1952 offers valuable material, while the 
bibliography evidences an extensive field of research
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work. Sources, however, were not wholly reliable. Page
60 incorrectly states that lit. St. Joseph’s Academy was 
accredited by the State Board of Education in 1380;page
61 states that Bishop Hennessy gave the Butch Reformed 
College building to the Sisters of St.Joseph, Wichita, 
Kansas; the Sisters paid the Bishop the original cost 
in full and reimbursed him for all improvements made.
_ edical history of Pioneer Doctors is a careful piece of 
research work with a chapter about St. Brands’ Hospital, 
a splendid contribution to the history of Wichita. Iljs- 
tory of the Sisters of St. Joseph gives the establishment 
and development of the congregation. It is a valuable 
source of information for community members and the ini
tial work upon which others may build. The Influence of 
Csage Hissi on upon Catholic Development of Southern Kan
sas . a complete survey and critical examination of pri
mary sources, was of special value for the period during 
which P'ichita was a mission. The Training of Teachers 
portrays the school work and progress of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph. It is valuable in the local educational 
field. Delipious Vacation Schools in the Vichita Diocese is a splendid presentation of the initial work of the 
Diocesan Vacation Schools.
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