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PREFACE

The historian who attempts to record the past
century of Catholicity in Kansas City, Kansas will
find his sources varied and scattered.

The period

from 1863 to 1903 has been sketched by Monsignor
Kuhls in his pamphlet, "Reminiscences of Forty
Years", written in 1903.

Additional facts are con

tained, not in Church histories, but in state, coun
ty and city records and in the memory of living wit
nesses.

Old newspapers, too, both secular and relig

ious and parish archives contain, here and there,
valuable bits of information.

They are here gathered

together that they may be preserved for the future
pen that will embody them in a volume sufficiently
extensive to show them in their proper perspective
and give merited importance to those two men of he
roic mold around whom the events of the past century
revolve, Monsignor Anton J. Kuhls and Monsignor Mar
tin D. Efmpotic.
Sister Wilhelmina Berger
Creighton University
June, 1934
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CHAPTER I
Catholic Beginnings in Wyandotte
The organization of the Catholic Church in
Kansas antedates by three years the organization of
the territory.1

On March 25, 1851, the vicariate

apostolic of Kansas was formally established by the
consecration of Right Reverend John Baptist Miege,
2
S.J.
Prior to this event, there were flourishing
Catholic missions at St. Marys, Kansas, and at
rz

Leavenworth.

Though no permanent pastor had as

yet been assigned to the settlement at the con
fluence of the Kansas and Missouri Rivers, the few
Catholics scattered through the district had not been
utterly neglected.

These were for the most part

fur-traders, French or French-Canadian in lineage.1
4
*
2

1

Catholic Encyclopedia, VIII, 601.

2
5
*

Ibid.

4

St. Francis Xavier mission at Kickapoo,
above Fort Leavenworth, was opened in
1826; the St. Marys mission among the
Pottowatomie, in 1838. Catholic Encyclo
pedia, VIII, 601.
Frederick Choteau, "Reminiscences of
Frederick Choteau." Kansas State His
torical Collection, VIII, 423.

2

In 1828 and 1829 the famous Choteau brothers "built
some trading houses four or five miles above Wyan
dotte, on the north side of the river."0

A few among

the Delaware, Shawnee and Wyandotte Indians were
Catholic and still practiced their religion.

These

depended on the occasional ministrations of a priest
from Leavenworth or from Independence, Missouri, for
the pioneer missionary did not regard territorial
limits as impassable barriers.

According to his

biographer, Father Bernard Donnelly made at least
three extended pastoral visits to the Kansas settlement,

rj

and the early baptismal records corroborate

his statement.

A contemporary historian has left us

an interesting sketch of this hardy pioneer priest
astride his strong-jawed Indian pony, a tall stove
pipe hat surmounting his ruddy face, plunging pre
cipitately toward the Kansas frontier, and calling
out a wager to the bystanders that his mount would
not dislodge the high hat.®5
7
*

5 Ibid.
° William J. Dalton, The Life of Bernard
Donnelly, 52.
7 Ibid., 93.
8 Ibid.. 53

3

The results, however, of his apostolic labors
were not commensurate with the hardships they en
tailed, for Father Donnelly paints in dark colors the
spiritual destitution existing on the Kansas border.
The few Catholics he found were almost without ex
ception, cold in their faith and negligent in the
9
practice of their religious duties.
Some had mar
ried non-Catholics and had joined a Protestant sect.'1'®
In 1858, Bishop Miege11 sent his vicar general,
Father Theodore Heimann, to the scattered flock at
IO
Wyandotte.
"He stayed during the month of January,”
according to Father Kuhls, "holding services in
private houses, principally that of Mother Warren,
(now) 412 Minnesota Avenue.”

However, the Catholic

Directory for 1858 gives "Wyandotte church building
attended monthly from Leavenworth.”1“^

9

Ibid.. 53.

10 Ibid.
11 Though his official title was vicar-apos
tolic, he was commonly spoken of as "Bishop
Miege”.
Anton J. Kuhls, Reminiscences nf Forty
Years. 2.

lo

Ibid.
The Catholic Directory, 1858.

4

A little later, March, 1858, Father William Fisch was
15
appointed pastor of Wyandotte.
The Catholic Direc
tory of 1859 states that, "Wyandotte, Leavenworth
County, is attended by Rev. W. Fisch wo also attends
16
Q,uindaro."
The struggling little flock, in the same
year that the town of Wyandotte was incorporated, 1858,
cleared a small plot of land which bad been donated by
Mr. Hiram Northrup, and built a small brick church,
20T x 40’, on what later became the southwest corner of
17
Ninth Street and Ann Avenue.
The parish population
increased at a very slow rate and even when Wyandotte
18
attained city rank in January, 1859,
only a scant
dozen or so of its 1,258 inhabitants professed the
Catholic faith.

A slightly larger number of parish

ioners lived at Muncie, a farming community six
19
miles distant.
Unbridged ravines, thickly wooded
tracts and dense growth of brush and weeds rendered*
1

Anton J. Kuhls, op.c i t., 2.
16 The Catholic Directory, 1859.
17 Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit., 2.
The G-oodspeed Publishing Company, A His
tory of Wyandotte County and Kansas City
Kansas, 302.
19 Anton

Kuhls, op.citM

2.

5

the church almost inaccessible to this portion of the
congregation, especially in rainy weather.

Of)

The extreme poverty of the settlers, the
scant crops yielded by the virgin soil, and the low
prices paid for farm products made it impossible for
the parish to support its pastor, hence, toward the
end of July, 1858, Father Fisch was transferred to
St. Joseph's Church in Leavenworth.2^

He was suc

ceeded by Reverend James McGee, but, unable to
secure living expenses he, too, left Wyandotte and
returned to his native country, Ireland.^2

Rever

end Casper Mueller was the next pastor of St.
Mary's.*
23

The wild, lawless element of the fron

tier paid little deference to any authority, civil
or spiritual, and Father Mueller, meeting with op
position and even mal-treatment at the hands of a
few boisterous parishioners left Wyandotte in dis
gust and returned east.^4

23 Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit., 2.
21 Ibid.

23 Ibid.
24 Ibid.

6

For the next three years the little flock was
shepherdless.25

Father Donnelly, of Independence,

occasionally said Mass and administered the sacra26
ments.'"J In May, 1864, Father Heimann before leaving
the diocese, came from Leavenworth to minister for
the last time to the little group of parishioners he
had collected with such care, six years previously.
Sorrowfully they bade him farewell with a feeling
that months would perhaps elapse before a priest
would again stand in their midst.

It was not until

the following September that Catholic services were
again held in the little church but this time the
celebrant was a permanent pastor whose tenure would
extend beyond the life span of most of the parish
ioners then in attendance.

25 Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit.. 2.
26 Information furnished by Father Joseph
A. Shorter, a pioneer of Wyandotte county,
whose parents were among the first Cath
olics in the region. Father Shorter
was baptized by Father Heimann.

CHAPTER II

Father Anton Kuhls' Arrival
In September, 1864, the Kansas frontier was
threatened with an Indian uprising.

General Curtis,

with as numerous a detachment as the border could
spare, was sent to subdue it.1

Leaving his troops

there in charge of General Blunt, Curtis returned
to Fort Leavenworth on the seventeenth of September
and learned that General Sterling Price with a Con
federate force was marching westward through Missouri.
Realizing the danger to Kansas, Curtis recalled Blunt
and induced Governor Carney to order out the militia.
The governor, alarmed at the threatened invasion and
fearful that the national and state elections then
in progress might prevent the militia from respond
ing immediately, issued an order on October tenth,
placing the state under martial law.^
Just at this time the Carmelite Fathers had
taken over the care of St. Joseph's parish in*
2

^ William Elson Connelley, A Standard History
of Kansas and Kansans, II, 402.
2 Ibid., II, 402.

8

Leavenworth, and its former pastor, Father Anton Kuhls,
3
had been assigned to Wyandotte.
Arriving by stage he
was unable to see the little building on the southwest
corner of Ninth and Ann Streets, hidden as it was in a
grove of tall trees.4

Too impatient to investigate,

the driver deposited the passenger with his baggage on
the roadside and with an oath expressive of his annoy
ance, dro^e on.^

a

kind neighbor, Mrs. Hennessey,

helped Father carry his trunk into the little sacristy
of the church which was to be his living quarters.
Even this had seen no care since the departure of its
last occupant three years previous.

With maternal

solicitude, Mrs. Hennessey lent her new pastor a broom
with which to sweep the rectory and church and noticing
the utter lack of bedding contributed also a blanket.

° Father Theodore Heimann had, in 1864, after
a year's labor in the vicariate of Kansas,
joined the Carmelites. He was the first
novice received into the order in the United
States, as well as the first secular priest
ordained for the whole state of Kansas.
(From an account of the Silver Jubilee of
Father Albert Heimann, O.C.C., published in
the Kansas Catholic, August 29, 1889).
4 Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit., 3.
5 Ibid., 3.
6 Ibid., 7.

9

Hot all his fellow citizens were so kindly dis
posed toward the young priest.

One, an Englishman, John

Kane, reported the recent arrival to the military author
ities and Father huhIs was ordered to report for army
7
service on the following morning.
A visit to the Prov
ost Marshal, Charles Click, procured for Father an
appointment as camp chaplain, with a passport to visit
the lines whenever he desired.8
The next day the new pastor was called to the
bedside of a sick parishioner, Mrs. Bright, who lived
at the old Shawnee Mission, six miles west of town.
The trip had to be made on foot as there was neither
horse nor conveyance provided by the p a r i s h . C h a l 
lenged

by a band of militia under Captain Hall, Father

was detained for questioning but was released on the
identification of Mr. James Collins who convinced the
captain that the clerical ga^b was not a disguise
assumed by a Confederate spy.1^

7

Anton J. Xuhls, op.cit., 7.

8

Ibid., 7.

9

Ibid., 2.

10 Ibid., 1.
11 Ibid., 2.

10

The little town of Wyandotte had at this time
about three hundred families, the greater number of
whom were Wyandotte Indians.

The few whites scat

tered throughout the county, about six hundred in num
ber, were even more debauched than their red broth
ers.

The majority of St. Mary's congregation--

about thirty families--lived at Muncie; the remainder,
14
about seven families dwelt at Wyandotte.
During the
first year of Father Kuhls' pastorate six of his pa
rishioners died in drunken brawls and many suffered
broken bones in stormy altercations induced by intox
icants.-*-^

Moral conditions were such that Father

Euhls declared:

"I could find no parallel in Gury,

Lehmkuhl or Sabetti" ...........Some could not be put
on p a p e r .......... There were cases that would have
ir
baffled a Roman doctor."
Father Kuhls' sermons in*
5
4
1

42 GoodspeecL, History of Wyandotte County
and Kansas City, Kansas, 525.
^

Anton J. Kuhls, or.cit.. 2.

14 Ibid., 3.
15 Ibid., 4.
16 Ibid., 4.

11

those days were mainly on the evils of intemperance,
dancing and card playing; the latter term commonly
implied gambling. 17
The little congregation had not increased in
wealth since the times of Fathers Fisch and McGee,
hence Father Kuhls for two years continued to reside
in the sacristy, managing his own household and liv
ing as he himself said, "on a simple diet of bread
and c o f f e e . A f t e r his second Mass on Sunday, he used
to ride to the home of Martin Stewart, a gardener,
who lived at what is now the corner of Tenth and
Quindaro B o u l e v a r d . G o o d motherly Mrs. Stewart
insisted on his having a substantial Sunday dinner.
The town was expanding to the west and north,
tending to leave the little church isolated in its
wooded surroundings.

There were scarcely any streets,

only footpaths and trails, and these over virgin
prairie became impassable after heavy rains.

Ravines

were unbridged and travelers scrambled through them*
0
1

^

Anton J. Kuhls, op.oit.. 3.

10 Ibid., 2.
19

Ibid.. 2

12

as "best they could.

To traverse them by night was a

dangerous feat, and a nocturnal sick call involved
much hazard.20

Desiring a new location nearer the

center of the parish settlement and in a cleared
section, Father Kuhls sought and obtained from Mr.
Hiram Northup, donor of the church site, permission
to dispose of it.24

An exchange was made with Mr.

James Hennessey for a lot on Walnut Street in Kansas
City, Missouri.22
Later the sale of this lot for seventeen hun
dred dollars provided a substantial fund for a new
church.2''1
In 1865 a three-acre tract was purchased for
*
eight hundred dollars in gold, the first land sold
of the allotment of Mathias Splitlog, a Catholic and
a native of a Canadian tribe, but a Wyandotte by
9r\

Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit., 1.

21 Ibi_d., 3.
22 Ibid*. 4 *
23 Ibid., 4.
*
"He would take no paper money". Goodspeed,
History of Wyandotte County and Kansas
City, Kansas.

13

adoption.

24

This tract extended north and west from

what is now the corner of Fifth and Ann, the present
site of St. Mary's Church.

To secure funds for the

building the pastor traveled through the East col
lecting in New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.
Seventeen hundred dollars was raised by this means.

2R

A year later an acre was sold from the parish site
for ¿?1,400.

The new church was begun.

The contract was given to Mr. Isaiah Walker,
a brother of the first governor of Kansas Terri27
tory.
The brick was burned on the church grounds.
During the construction of the church a thief entered
the rectory and took $1,700, the proceeds of the
eastern trip.

The loss of this sum was a staggering

blow to Father Kuhls but when he announced the bad
news to his congregation on the Sunday following, a
subscription list was immediately started which
pledged eight hundred dollars toward the building
fund.

At the head of the list stood the name of

Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit., 4.

P f*
co
27

Soodspeed, History of Wyandotte County
and Kansas CTty," Kansas’!
Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit.,
Ibid.

2.

14

Patrick Doran, who gave a twenty-dollar gold piece,
his month’s wage and all the money he had at that
time. °

A picnic held in the wood where the Fowler

Packing Plant now stands netted a thousand dollars
and enabled the structure to be completed.
In September, 1866 the new St. Mary's was
dedicated by the Vicar Apostolic, John Baptist
Miege, S.J.2^

Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit., 2.
29 I M d . . 3 .

CHAPTER III

The Formation of New Parishes
The Catholic population was increasing rapidly.
Many Germans from older settlements in Pennsylvania
and Kentucky were induced by Father Kuhls to make their
home in Wyandotte.^
arrive.

Irish immigrants, too, began to

Some of the new comers took up homesteads in

the more remote districts of the county; others swelled
the population of the little town.

Veterans of the

Civil War migrated to Kansas in numbers from both east
ern and southern states.

Many among the new comers

were Catholic and soon other parishes had to be formed.
In 1869 the Catholics of Shawnee built a little church
and were given a resident pastor. Father John Pichler.1
23
In the same year Olathe was detached from St. Mary's
and added to Shawnee, or Shawneetown, as it was then
commonly called.^

1 Information furnished by Mrs. Mary Fasenmyer.
2 Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit.. 3.
3 Ibid.. 3.

16

In 1878 father Joseph Wichman organized the
twenty-five Catholic families of the section later
forming the city of Roaedale, into Holy Name Parish.4
There being no suitable public building in the local
ity large enough to hold the congregation, services
were at first held at the John Fitzgerald home, and
at infrequent intervals.5

Ho resident pastor was

assigned and the parish was left under the care of
the pastors of Shawnee until 1899.5

A small frame

building had been erected near Turkey Creek in 1880
7
but it was destroyed by fire in 1881.
However, the
present stone structure on Kansas Avenue had already
O
at that time been completed and was ready for use.
In 1879 with but '’five poor families living
in the woods,” Father Francis Hayden began to hold
services regularly in the old Council Chamber on

4 Kansas Catholic, January 11, 1894.
5 IMd.
6 Ibid.
7 From information furnished by Father
Anthony Dornseifer, who has been pastor
at Holy Name Church, Rosedale, since 1899.
O
Kansas Catholic. January 11, 1894.

17

James Street.9

The opening of the Fowler Packing Plant

in 1881 effected a rapid increase of population in this
district and on March 21, 1881 the foundation of St.
Brigid’s Church was begun.101
* Upon this was erected a
3
2
two-story frame building, the upper portion of which
was to serve as a church, the lower

as parish school

and living quarters for the pastor.11

The new parish

included within its boundaries Horaniff, Argentine,
and Armourdale . ^
The Armourdale district grew rapidly after the
establishment of the Armour Packing Plant in 1881
the number of Catholics in that section warranted the
13
formation of the St. Thomas Parish.
Services were
conducted by Reverend Thomas Moore, D.D. in the John
Beaton building at the southeast corner of Third
Street and Kansas Avenue.1^

9

Shortly after the city

Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit., 3.

10 Reminiscences of Father Francis Hayden
quoted in a letter of his sister, Miss
Kate Hayden.
11 Kansas Catholic. January 11, 1894.
12 Ibid.
13 Ibid.
14 Kansas City Kansan. June 11, 1933

18

of Arraourdale was platted in 1883, Father Moore pur
chased of the townsite company, nine lots located at
the corner of Shawnee Avenue and old Fourteenth
Street facing Shawnee Park.*
18
7
1

Soon after its organ

ization the parish center was removed to Pyle Street
and Shawnee Avenue, its present location.18

A com

bination church and school building was built, a
small two-story wooden structure, 33' x 66', which
met all the requirements of St. Thomas' thirty
17
families.
In 1884 the Sisters of St. Joseph, whose
mother house was then at Abilene, opened school
with thirty-five pupils.18

In 1894 the attendance

had risen to 180, necessitating the remodeling of
19
the old church building for classrooms.
The establishment of the silver smelters

18 Goodspeed, History of Wyandotte County
and Kansas City, Kansas' (1890)
18 Kansas City, Kansan. June 11, 1933.
17 Kansas Catholic, January 11, 1894.
18 Ibid.
19 Ibid

19

led to the formation of the Argentine City and the loca
tion of the shops and yards of the Santa Fe Railroad
increased the population.^0

Previous to these events

there wore but a few Catholic families in this local
ity and the nearest church where services were held
with any degree of regularity was Shawneetown, in
Johnson County.^

In 1882 Rev. Francis M. Hayden,

then stationed at St. Frigid's began to make regular
visits to Argentine.^

The first Mass in that dis

trict was celebrated at the home of Charles Danzenroth, a modest log cabin 'west of the present town.
The residences of Minty Enright and John Fitzgerald
and the public school building were also used as
occasion demanded.

When Very Rev. Thomas Moore,

P.D., established the parish of St. Thomas in Armourdale, the care of the little flock at Argentine
y4
was placed in his hands.“

20

Goodspeed, op.cit.. 85.

^

Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit., 6.

22

Kansas City Catholic, January 11, 1894.

23 Ibid.
24

Ibid

20

Oround for the erection of a church was gener
ously donated by Mr. John Connors and on it Father
Moore in 1884 built the first church and, as a compli
ment to its benefactor, called it St. John the Evano pr
gelist. J It was an unpretentious frame structure,
28' x 50', one-story high, costing $1,000.26* The
rapid growth of his own parish multiplied Father
Moore's duties and Father Joseph Hardis of Eudora
took charge of the Argentine congregation, visiting
it on Sundays of the month. 2 7 It was not until July
1886 that St. John's had a resident pastor.28
that time Rev. Robert Loehrer was appointed.

OQ

At
Dur

ing the three years of his pastorate the parish pop
ulation increased from eighty to a hundred twenty
families, necessitating increased church facilities.
The foundation of the new edifice of stone 52' x 110'
in dimensions was begun in 1890.

The older structure,

28 Kansas City Catholic, January 11, 1894.
26 Ibid.

28 Ibid.
29 Anton J. Kuhls,

op.cit.. 5.

21

which during Father Loehrer's time had been length
ened thirty feet, was then used for a parish school
under the tutelage of the Sisters of St. Joseph.

30 Kansas City Catholic, January 11, 1894

CHAPTER IV

Catholic Schools
If the youth of Wyandotte ?/ere to be preserved
from the moral depravity of the frontier they had to
be brought under religious influence and safeguarded
from evil environment, hence Father Knhls urged the
necessity of a Catholic school.

In October 1866, just

a week after its dedication, the new church became al
so a classroom.4

A board partition placed behind the

altar changed the little sacristy into the first Cath
olic school in the county.^

Thirty-five pupils, some

of whom were Catholics, were enrolled.

Miss Kate

Dietz, who had recently come from Fryburg, Pennsyl
vania, was the first teacher, and for three years she
continued her work at St. Mary's School.4

In Septem

ber, 1870, three Sisters of Charity from Leavenworth
took up her task and the school entered upon a period
of rapid development.

A new school building west of

4 Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit.. 3.
2 Ibid., 3.
3 Ibid.. 3.
4 Ibid., 5.

23

the Church was erected and the newly built parochial
5

residence was used as living quarters for the Sisters."
The pastor moved into the little room previously used
for school purposes which adjoined the church on the
south.

6

From its inception Catholic education has been
popular with the people of Wyandotte.

Sach parish was

eager to maintain a school and gladly took upon itself
the burden of erecting additional buildings for school
and Sisters’ residences, often at great sacrifices.
From humble beginnings the work took on greater pro
portions and became better organized.

In 1387 a dioc

esan school board was appointed to bring about greater
uniformity in text-books, curricula, examination and
7
certification of teachers.
Annual examinations in all
grades took place in Wyandotte as in all other parts of
the diocese.
For many years the pupils who completed the

Buckner, Sister Mary, History of the
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth, 36.
6

Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit., 6.
7
Weekly Catholic. August 13, 1837.

24

grades in the parish schools were obliged to enter the
public high school if they wished to continue their
studies.

Children, whose parents could not afford to

send them to the Catholic boarding schools were de
prived of higher Catholic education.
To remedy this condition, a ninth grade was
opened at St. Peter's School in 1908 with an enroll
ment of 34 and each year thereafter a higher grade
was added until in 1911 a full high school course,
academic and commercial, was in operation.89 The
quarters at St. Peter's had, however, become inad
equate and in 1912 a new building was erected on
Sandusky between Twelfth and Thirteenth Streets.

9

The attendance increased rapidly and for
several years prior to 1927 such crowded conditions
existed that many students had to be refused admit
tance.'*’®

In 1927 ground was broken at Eighteenth

8

Records of the Kansas City Catholic High
School.

9

The Outburst, May, 1912.

10 Rev. John P. McKenna, principal

25

and Ann for a new high school and in November, 1930 the
Ward High School opened its doors.-1-1

Fully accredited

to the State University, it meets also the requirements
of the North Central Association.1^

From 8 graduates

in 1912 to 93 in 1933 and from a student body of 34 in
1908 to 563 in 1933 is an epitome of the history of the
Catholic High School.^
Not all our Catholic children, however attend
our parish schools.

Despite the best efforts of the

pastors and Sisters, a considerable number of Catholic
children, especially those of foreign parentage, at
tend the public school.
In 1924 the Catholic Women's Social Welfare
Club, an organization nov; affiliated with the Nation
al Council of Catholic Women, undertook the task of
giving religious instruction to the Catholic children
not attending the parish schools.11

11 Rev. John P. McKenna, principal.
12 Ibid.
^

Catholic High School Registers.

11 Miss Helen C. Orr, superintendent of the
Catholic section of Week-day Religious
Schools.

26

Since September 1922 all the public school pu
pils of Kansas City, Kansas have been dismissed for a
weekly session of religious instruction of an hour or
an hour and a half's duration.^

The parents determine

what religious denominational school their children
1A
are to attend.
Very alluring enticements are of
fered to Catholic children to induce them to enroll
in denominational week-day schools, hence in 1924,
with Bishop Ward's permission Catholic week-day re
ligious schools were organized in various sections
of the city, especially in those containing many
foreign-born residents, as North Argentine, Armourdale, West Bottoms, Rosedale, and the district bor17
dering the Bancroft School.
In this part of their work the ladies of the
Catholic Women's Social Welfare Club are under the
supervision of the City Director of Week-day Reli
gious Schools who sends out the curriculum and to
whom the leaders of the various sections, including*
7
6
1

Miss Helen C. Orr.
16Ibid.
17 Ibid.

27

the Catholic, must make a weekly report.

IO

There are at

present six centers of such instruction, four for Mex
ican children, one for Croatian and one for negro.19
The four Mexican groups average in attendance 500,
the Croatian 190 and the negro 250--only a dozen of
whom are Catholic.2®

Thus about a thousand children

are being instructed in the Catholic faith.
Besides this educational work for the child
ren, the Catholic Social Welfare Club clothes and
feeds many destitute families, secures medical atten
tion when it is needed, distributes Catholic litera
ture and looks after orphans and delinquent children.
Vocation schools, too, are conducted in which not
only Christian Doctrine is taught but sewing and
housekeeping classes are held for the girls and wood
carving and tool work for the boys/"1

Both vacation

schools and weekday religious classes have increased
in number and enrollment with each advancing year.

Diocesan Report on Week-day Religious
Schools, 1924.
19 Orr, Helen C., Report on the Educational
work of the Catholic Women's Social Wel
fare Club, 1933.
20 Ibid.
21 Ibid.

CHAPTER V

Hospitals
Prior to 1887 there were no suitable accom
modations for the sick poor.-'-

A tragic incident in

spired Father Kuhls to undertake the erection of a
hospital for such unfortunates.

A Iiova Scotian

miner, unemployed and destitute, sought a night's
lodging under a boxcar in the Armstrong yards of
the Union Pacific Railway.

The car was unexpect

edly moved and the man's back was broken.

Para

lyzed and helpless, he was taken to the city jail.
There for four months he lay on a stretcher depend
ent

on such service as the kind but inexperienced

attendants of the place could give.

2

At th&t time

a trained nurse could not be had and the care re
quired by the patient was such that no housewife
could assume the burden.
The pitiable plight of the poor miner made
Father Kuhls resolve to have a Sisters' Hospital
as soon as possible.

In 1884 he bought five acres

^ Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit., 4.
2 Ibid., 5.
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of ground between Harrison and Mill Streets, south
of Vermont, for $3,000.^

Times were hard and money

was scarce, so the building could not be begun until
a loan had been obtained.

Father Goller, S.J., of

St. Louis, lent him the first $3,000 and construction
continued to completion.

An appeal was then made to

the public, which resulted in $10,000 being contrib
uted, mainly by Protestants.3
45
*
The original building, 100’ x 50' cost
$20,000 of which all but $350 was raised by Father
Kuhls himself.
patients.

There were accommodations for fifty

The care of the new hospital was offered

to the Sisters of the Poor of St. Francis.^

Their

superior refused the proffered charge but Father
Kuhls sought the aid of St. Margaret of Cortona,
promising her that he would place the institution
under her patronage if she would induce the Mother

3 Kansas City Catholic. January 11, 1894.
4 Anton J. Kuhls, op.cit., 5.
5 Ibid., 6.
6 Ibid., 6.
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Provincial to send sisters for the hospital.

7

Seven

sisters, with Sister Scholastica as superior began
the work and Father Kuhls gave them a deed in fee
simple.

Mr. George Fowler of the Fowler Packing Com

pany, sent his check for $>500 to St. Margaret's with
a request that no dying Protestant be denied the con
solation of being assisted at death by his own minis
ter, if he so desired.^

Assuredly this privilege is

always allowed, for St. Margaret's serves suffering
humanity, regardless of creed or race.
Patients came in goodly numbers and the kind
ness and skill of the nurses was exceeded only by
their zeal in providing spiritual aid for the sick
and dying.

So well has this institution served the

public, that at intervals averaging every two years
additional housing facilities have had to be pro
vided.

The triennial report of 1933 states that

from the beginning of the hospital until 1933 the
number of patients admitted was 126,347 with charity7
8
7

Anton J. Kuhls, op,cit.. 7.

8 I M d . . 8.
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cases constituting 85$? of the whole number.^
Not only has St. Margaret's cared for the in
firm of the two Kansas Cities but it has nobly ex
tended charitable aid in time of public pestilence and
calamity.

During the high waters of 1903 the entire

basement and many of the rooms were placed at the ser
vice of the stricken people of Armourdale.

Flood ref

ugees were provided with shelter, food and clothing. ^
Again in 19IS when meningitis assumed the proportions
of an epidemic St. Margaret's set aside an entire wing
as an isolation ward.11

This plague cost the lives of

two of the sisters on the nursing staff.

In 1918 St.

Margaret's discontinued operations except in emer
gency cases, and devoted all her facilities and her
entire staff to the numerous victims of influenza.^
Despite the vast amount of charitable work,
the hospital asked from the public no financial

Kansas City Star, February 9, 1930.
10

Ibid.

11 Sister Callista, secretary at St. Mar
garet's, 1932-1933.
1^ Ibid.
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assistance until 1930.

Irz

In March and April of that

year a drive for a quarter million dollars was under
taken for the purpose of replacing worn out plumbing
and equipment and to add a laboratory, X-ray equipment
14
and maternity department.
The first physician to bring a patient to St.
Margaret's was Dr. George M. Grey.

From that time to

the present he has headed the staff, which now numbers
sixty-eight.1°
The fact that St. Margaret's has a closed
staff led to a misunderstanding out of -which a new
ir
institution arose.
Providence Hospital, under the
supervision of the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth,
was begun in 1919 at the insistent demand of Bishop
John ’Yard for a Catholic hospital with open staff.
The new institution, located at Eighteenth and Barnett, was dedicated December 5, 1920. 17 A training

13 Sister Callista, secretary at St. Mar
garet's, 1932-1933.
14 Kansas City Star, February 9, 1930.

15 Ikii*
16 Monsignor Francis M. Orr.
1? Catholic Register. December 9, 1920.
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school for nurses was immediately opened which offers
a standard course of instruction and training.
In 1932 an orthopedic ward was added.
first patient was received on March 28, 1932.

The
From

that date to December 1, 1933, a hundred thirty-three
1tt
persons have been admitted.
Dr. Frank Dixon, an
orthopedic specialist of international reputation,
who spent a year in post-graduate work at the Uni
versity of Vienna heads this department, which has
19
at times as many as eighteen patients.
Besides
the operative 7/ork, massage and muscle-building ex
ercises are given by nurses connected with the Prov
idence Hospital staff.

Corrective appliances are

either carefully selected or else made to fit the
requirements of the individual.

Wonderful improve

ment follows this slow, careful treatment and the
patient gradually acquires the power of helping
himself.
Assisting the Sisters of the Poor of St.
Francis and the Sisters of Charity in caring for

18 Providence Hospital Records.
19 Information supplied by the Sisters at
Providence Hospital.
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the sick of Kansas City are the Sister Servants of
Mary, or the "Spanish Sisters", as they are famil
iarly called.

Exiled from Mexico by the infamous

laws against religious congregations, these Sisters
came to New Orleans in 1914.^°

In September 1917,

five of them, with Bishop Ward’s permission, began
a foundation in Kansas City, Kansas.

21

Their first

home was at 516 Ann Avenue, the use of which was
graciously extended to them by Father Maurice Burk,
then pastor of St. Mary's.

In July 1920, the Sis

ters moved to 628 Sandusky, property purchased for
them by a generous benefactor, Mr. L. M. Sedgwick,
of New Orleans.

New recruits came to the order

from Spain and from Mexico, necessitating larger
quarters.

In 1922 Mr. Sedgwick purchased and

presented to the Sisters a plot containing twentytwo lots at the northwest corner of Eighteenth and
Ann.

PP

On November 22, 1925 the cornerstone of the

new $175,000 building was laid which was to be the

Information given by Sister Adeline
Arrastia.
^

Ibid.

22 Ibid.
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Amarican novitiate and mother-house of the order.
September, 1926 the building, a four-story brick
structure, containing seventy rooms, was completed
and ready for occupancy.

o ri

23 Information given by Sister Adeline

Arrastia.

In

CHAPTER VI

Foreign Language Parishes
During the last quarter of the nineteenth cen
tury many Germans established themselves in Kansas
City.

Until 1886 these attended St. Mary's Church but

in 1886 they petitioned Rt. Rev. Louis M. Fink, O.S.B.,
Bishop of Leavenworth, to allow them to form a parish
of their own in which the German language would be
spoken.^

The bishop granted their request and en

trusted to the Franciscan Fathers of the Cincinnati
Province, the formation of the new parish.1
2
In April, 1886 a site was purchased on the
southeast corner of Seventh Street and Barnett Ave
nue.'^

On July 6, Rev. Father Guido Stallo, O.F.M.,

the first pastor, arrived.

Excavations for the new

church began immediately and the work of building was
carried on rapidly.
ready for occupancy.

In November, the new edifice was
It was a two-story structure,

1 Franciscan Fathers, Historical Sketch of St.
Anthony's Parish, a souvenir of the Silver
Jubilee. March 19, 1911. 1.
2 Ibid.
3 Ibid
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the upper portion serving as chapel, the lower as
school and pastoral residence.^

The new parish was

dedicated to St. Anthony of Padua.
The congregation rapidly outgrew these quar
ters and in 1889 the foundation of a larger edifice
was begun.4
56
7 The business depression of 1890, how
ever, caused building operations to cease and for
sixteen years the congregation used the basement for
divine worship.

On July 3, 1904 the cornerstone of

the new church was laid and on October 7, 1906 it was
solemnly dedicated and ready for use.'
The old structure then served for a parish
school.

The Benedictine Sisters conducted classes

since September 8, 1886 in a small building near the
church8 until in 1895 the spacious school building on
a
Tauromee was erected.
In 1887 the Polish Catholics were sufficient
ly numerous to form a separate congregation.

4 Franciscan Fathers, op.cit.. 5.
5 IMcL.t 6.

6 Ibid.. 6.
7 Ibid.. 7.
8 Ibid.. 8.
9 Ibid.
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ingly, Rev. Peter Elos organized the thirty-five
families into St. Joseph's Parish.10

A small frame

church was erected in 1888 at 809 Vermont. About
fifty-five students enrolled under the tutelage of
Mr. Cyprelski.11
While primarily a church for Polish people,
St. Joseph's was attended by Croatians, Lithuanians
and various other Slavic peoples.

Racial jealousies

ran high at times and culminated on March 19, 1902
with the burning of St. Joseph's.1*"

Out of this

event grew a series of national churches.
In 1902 the Croatians asked for a priest of
their own nationality.

They had two years pre

viously organized their own racial group into a
district parish unit.1*1

Bishop Pink wrote, there

fore, to Bishop Senj, in Croatia, and asked for a

St. Joseph Parish records.
11 Ibl<i.
Kansas City Star, March 20, 1902.
13 Father Charles Stimac, A Sketch of
St. John the Baptist Church, 1.
14 Ibid.
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pastor to care for the parish of St. John the Bap
tist.

Bishop Senj recommended a young and pro-

gres priest who had been educated at Innsbruck and
who had had a successful pastorate of ten years in
Croatia.-*-6

The young priest chosen for this task was

Father Martin Davorin Krmpotic who -was to be a tower
of strength to the Church in Kansas City and whose in
fluence among the foreign language parishes was to
parallel that of Father Kuhls among the English speaking
Catholics.1
17*
6
1
5
9 In 1906 he opened a parish school, but that
1
did not solve the problem of earing for the orphans and
children whose mothers were employed during the day. 1R
In 1919 Father Krmpotic built an orphanage on the
parish property, and organized a religious community
to care for both institutions.

A day nursery was

added to accommodate the large number of mothers whom
necessity compelled to labor in the packing houses. 20

15 The Abbey Student. Sept., 12, 1932.
16 Georgina Pell Curtis, editor, The American
Catholic Who1s Who.
1n
Father Anthony Dornseifer.
1R Stimac, op.cit., 3.
19 Ibid.
20 Kansas City Star, Feb., 3, 1931.
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His community was later affiliated with the Sisters
of St. Francis of the Third Order, a Croatian com
munity whose motherhouse is in Lamont, Illinois.24
Twenty of these sisters now staff St. John the Bap
tist School, the largest in the city, and the orphanage which cares for seventy-five children.
Father Krmpotic was not only a zealous
pastor but a pioneer in social service and Ameri
canization work and an enthusiastic promoter of any
project that would contribute to the physical well
being of his parishioners.

In 1925 he built a par

ish hall in which the young members of St. John's
might conduct their recreational, social and ath
letic functions amid wholesome surroundings.*
23
2
So well did he succeed in holding his young people
within parish boundaries that a new school had to
be built in 1928 which now boasts an enrollment of
650.24

2^ Kansas City Star. Feb. 3, 1931.
22 Catholic Directory for 1933.
23 Father Charles Stimac. op.cit.. 4.
~4 Catholic Directory for 1933.
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Realizing that good citizenship goes hand-inhand with religion Father Krmpotic— he had heen made
Monsignor by the Holy Father in 1919 and a little lat
er protonotary apostolic— urged his people to become
citizens of their adopted country, and he, himself
2 R To
for many years conducted citizenship classes.
further this work he translated into Croatian, James
p

Bryce's "American Commonwealth."
Another group from southern Europe had
arrived in Kansas City in 1895.

About forty fami

lies of Slovenes had migrated from Carniola, a prov27
ince of the old Austor-Hungarian empire."'
Frugal
and industrious, they soon accumulated from their
wages at the packing houses enough to purchase
homes.

These were not so far from the neighboring

churches of St. Anthony, St. Joseph and St. John the
Baptist, and the little group attended Mass at any
OQ
one of these three parishes. ° Only occasionally*
6
2

^

Kansas City Star, Feb. 3, 1931.

26 I M d .
P7
■ Information given by Reverend John Perse.
Rev. John Perse, A History of Holy Family
Parish.. (manuscript)
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did a Slavonian priest visit Kansas City and afford
them an opportunity to go to confession and hear a ser
mon in their own tongue.29*
Owing to the small number of families Bishop 77ard
was averse to their forming a parish.

The people, how

ever, were determined, and after collecting the sum of
twenty-eight hundred dollars they sent to their native
30
province for a priest.
One came but deeming the
prospects for a parish vague he remained only a few
days.

Undismayed and still persistent the little con

gregation again sent a petition to Carniola for a pas
t o r . j n 1908 Reverend John Kompare v/as sent in
response.32

He soon placed the parish on solid foot

ing by the purchase of three lots on 270 Orchard Avenue for three thousand dollars. *

One small cottage

that stood on the property was used for a church, the
other for a rectory.

In the latter part of the same

29 Reverend John Perse.
30 Ibid.
31 Ibid.
32 Ibid.
33 Ibid.
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year, Father Kompare built a hall to serve for a
school, a meeting-place for parish societies and a
recreation center.34

Twelve pupils constituted the

first enrollment and Father Kompare himself was the
teacher.

The following year, however, one of the

School Sisters of St. Francis from St. John the
35
Baptist Parish taught the school.~
In 1913 the parish was affiliated with the
diocese.

The year following a new building was

erected for school and parish activities.

By 1916

the census of Holy Family showed almost a hundred
families and an enrollment of sixty-eight pupils
in the parish school. 37
In 1925 a much needed new church was begun
on the lots between Sixth and Orchard and Ohio and
Northup and on July 4, 1928 the new building was
blessed by Bishop Ward.3®

Both parish and school

Reverend John Perse.
35 Ibid.

36 Ibid.
37 Ibid.
38 Official Catholic Directory, 1916, 1933

44

have doubled their numbers.

'zg

In 1914 the twenty-five Lithuanian families
who attended St. Joseph's Church, asked for a separate
organization and a pastor of their own nationality.
In response to their petition Father Oeorge Jonaitis
formed St. Casimir's parish.

The church building

erected by the Baptists on North Broadway was pur
chased and used for services.

In 1922 a school was

established and placed under the care of the School
Sisters of St. Francis.

At present there are 90

pupils attending the parish school and the parish now
comprises fifty families.^®
In 1912 Father William Be Boeck, a member of
the Congregation of the Sacred Heart established the
Parish of the Sacred Heart for the seventy-six mem
bers of the Belgian colony which had taken up farm
lands at Kinney Heights in the Rosedale section.

In

the same year two Benedictine Sisters from Mt. St.
Scholastica Convent, Atchison,, Kansas, opened a

Official Catholic Directory, 191G, 1933.
Father Francis Zekas.
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parish school with an enrollment of forty-five pupils.
Unlike most of the city parishes Sacred Heart has
declined in membership.

At present there are but

fifty-six pupils enrolled in the parish
41
school.
The great influx of Slavs necessitated the
parish of Saints Cyril and Methodius.

In 1909

Father F.J. Kulisek purchased lots at 44 North Mill
upon which he erected a two story building to serve
42
both as church and school. In 1910 classes were
organized in the lower portion of tne building and
taught by two Franciscan School Sisters.

Both the

church and school have prospered until at present
the enrollment is 137 pupils taught by four Sisters.

Sister M. Hermena, O.S.B.
The Catholic Register, May 16, 1909
43

Official Catholic Directory, 1933
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CHAPTER VII

The Blessed Sacrament, St. Benedict,
St. Rose and St. Agnes Parishes
The rapid growth of Chelsea, a suburb of Kansas
City, led to the organization of the Blessed Sacrament
parish for the residents of that district and for the
farming population bordering it on the west.
On August 13, 1899, at the request of Father
Bernard S. Kelly, ten families met at the home of
Prank T. Lyons, 1834 Parallel Avenue and organized the
Blessed Sacrament parish.^-

A vacant store room at

Locust Street and Parallel Avenue was then rented and
this served as a chapel until November 1, when another
location was secured at what is now Twenty-fourth and
p

Troup Streets.

Here services were held in a room on

the second floor of a store building until the fall of
1900 when the present site at Twenty-second and Troup
was purchased.'-1

1 Father Bernard S. Kelly, founder of the parish
2 Ibid.
3 Ibid.
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The parish had by this time grown to number
forty families.'*

The new building, a two-story frame,

was sufficiently near completion for Mass to be said
in it on Christmas Day but it was not dedicated until
May 30, 1901.5
Two years later a parish school was opened in
r

the second story of the building.

For two years

classes were taught by lay teachers but in the fall of
1904 the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth assumed
charge.7
Both school and parish grew rapidly and in the
seven years of Father Kelly's pastorate the entire
block of ground was purchased and the pastoral residence, now in use, was built.

O

A hundred and twenty-

five families comprised the membership when Father
Kelly was transferred in 1907.^

It steadily increased.

4 Kansas City Post, December 15, 1907.
5 Ibid.
6 ifcia.
7 Ibid.
8 Ibid.
9

Kansas City. Kansan, October ¿3, 1927.
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In the spring of 1921 work upon a new church was
begun and by November the basement of the edifice was
completed, ready for use as a chapel.1(^

Not until Christ

mas, 1920 was the superstructure, a magnificent Gothic
edifice of white native stone, completed at a cost of
$127,000.

The older building was then remodeled and

made into class rooms.11

At present seven Sisters of

Charity form the faculty for a student body of 325 .

^

Shortly after the fire which destroyed St. Jos
eph's Church, the few English-speaking parishioners met
and organized St. Benedict's.

A site for a church was

chosen at Boeke and Pacific Streets.

Reverend Philip

Williams, O.S.B., the first pastor held services for a
time at St. Llargaret's Hospital Chapel and later at his
own residence at 26 South Ferree Street.14
In 1902 a large frame building was erected for

10 Kansas City Kansan. October 23, 1927.
11 Ibid.
^

Catholic Directory, 1933.

13 Kansas City Kansan. October 23, 1927.
14 Benedictine Fathers, Souvenir of the Silver
Jubilee of St. Benedict's ChurcH, October
23, 1927, 2.
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church and school purposes at a cost of §4,300.

Ser

vices were held in the unfinished building August 10,
1902.-^

On September 15, school was opened in the

rooms on the lower floor by two Benedictine Sisters
with an enrollment of 104 pupils.
In 1911 the classrooms had become so crowded
that it was necessary to purchase and remodel a
house at 36 South Boeke Street for additional space. 17
With the building of the new church in 1912 the en
tire older structure was utilized for classrooms un
til 1925 when the new St. Benedict's School, one of
the finest in the city, was built.
In October, 1907, with a nucleus of thirtysix families, Father William Michel began the pres19
ent St. Rose of Lima Parish.
The first building
erected in 1908, was a combination church, school

Benedictine Fathers, Souvenir of the Sil
ver Jubilee of St. Benedict's Church.
October 23, 1927, 2.
16 Ibid.. 4.
17 Ibid.. 7.
Kansas City. Kansan. October 23, 1927.
Catholic Register. June 17, 1920.
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and rectory.
built.

Later a residence for the pastor was

In June 1920 the corner stone of the new

church was laid, at the completion of which in 1921
the entire old edifice was made into classrooms. 20
In the same year, 1907, Bishop Thomas F.
Lillis established a parish in the neighborhood of
his own residence, then an undeveloped part of the
21
city.
On December 8, Father Bernard S. Kelly cel
ebrated in the Bishop's private chapel at 1228 San
dusky, the first Mass for the new congregation.'""
Subsequently a hall at Eighteenth and Central was
used for services.

Father Kelly had previously

purchased a block of ground at Fifteenth and
Orville upon which a two-story brick structure was
23
erected in 1908.
On the upper floor were the
parish chapel and two rooms for high school classes.
The lower floor was exclusively for grade school

Catholic Register. June 18, 1920.
^

Catholic Register. September 4, 1908.
Catholic Register. December 11, 1907.

23 Ibid.
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purposes, and the large airy basement was housekeeping
quarters for the Sisters.

In 1910 a residence was

rented in which to house the Sisters, who taught the
school.24
In 1917 a new rectory was built and the older
25
one given over to the use of the Sisters."
The par
ish expanded rapidly and in 1924 a nev; $225,000 church
of white stone was begun on Grandview Boulevard, near
Orville adjacant to the school grounds.^

Upon its

completion in 1927 the entire old building was made
into classrooms.
In 1923 Father James Ording organized St.
p7
Agnes Parish in the South Rosedale District.
Ser
vices were at first held in a private home at Fortysixth and Lloyd Streets.

This, however, could not

accommodate the thirty families comprising the new
congregation so in 1923 a one-story brick building
with a commodious basement was constructed on the

24 Sister Mary Regina Schauf, one of the
first teachers at St. Peter's School.
2 5 Kansas City. Kansan. September 4, 1927.
26 Kansas City, Kansan, September 4, 1927.
2 ? Reverend Albert J. Dixon, present pastor.
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northeast corner of Forty-seventh and Booth.

2R

The

basement formed a parish chapel and the first floor a
school.

The congregation soon outgrew its quarters and

in 1928 a second story was added to which the chapel
was then transferred. 29 A hundred-sixty families now
comprise the parish and the school numbers a hundred
eighty pupils under the care of four Ursuline Sisters.

28 Agnes Gallagher, a resident of St. Agnes
Parish since its formation.
29 Reverend Albert J. Dixon, present pastor.
Official Catholic Directory. 1933.

CHAPTER VIII

Our Lady's Parishes
The eastern border counties of Kansas have,
since Civil War days, had a large negro population.1'
The struggle to make Kansas a prohibition state caused
2
temperance advocates to bring great numbers of blacks
into the state.

These settled for the most part in

the larger cities, Leavenworth, Wyandotte and Topeka.
Pew Catholics were among the dusky migrants.

In Wyan

dotte some half dozen families attended St. Mary's
Church.*
4* During the World War and the period follow
*
2
ing it the Southern negro in large numbers moved north
ward.

The Catholic negro population of Kansas City,

Kansas rose to forty.^

These newcomers tended to make

4 Census statistics.
2 Kansas City T/eekly Bulletin, Feb. 8, 1872.
Statistics for Leavenworth, Shawnee, and
Wyandotte Counties.
4 Information furnished by Sister Prances
Antonia Fasenmyer, an early resident of
Wyandotte.
° 'Fh-9 Provincial Chronicle of St. John the
Baptist Province, April, 1931.
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their homes in a locality northwest of St. Mary’s, with
the center of residence about eight blocks oast of the
Church of St. Rose Lima; about a dozen families affilr

iated with the St. Rose parish.
These negro Catholics desired to form a con
gregation exclusively for their own race.

Bishop Ward

consented and asked the Franciscan Fathers of the Cin
cinnati province to take over the care of the new
parish.

7

Father Angelus Schaeffer, O.F.M. was commis
sioned to organize a colored congregation and on Eas
ter Sunday, April 20, 1924 said Mass for his new
parishioners in a vacant store room.

This served as

an improvised chapel for six months.

In June a large

brick residence was purchased and remodeled for church
and school purposes.

The chapel and two classrooms
O
were on the first floor.
On December 21, 1924 the
chapel was dedicated and the Parish of Our Lady*
7

^ Father Angelus Schaeffer.
7 Ibid.
8 Ibid
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formally established.

Q

In September 15, 1924 a school was opened with an
enrollment of thirty-five, half of whom were non-Catholic.

Two large rooms were fitted out and two women of

the parish, both qualified teachers, began to organize
classes.^

School equipment was meager and the salaries

paid only nominal.

For three years the school contin

ued under the care of these zealous negro lay teachers-converts to Catholicism.

In 1927 at Bishop 7/ard's ear

nest solicitation two Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth
took charge of the school and the enrollment reached
such proportions that many had to be refused admit
tance.^
The greater part of the student body is nonCatholic but eager for instruction in the Catholic re
ligion.

There are many conversions both of children

and adults, yet despite this fact the parish census
shows only normal increase, for the negro parishioner

9

The Provincial Chronicle of St. John Baptist
Province. April, 1931.

10 Ibid.
11 Ibid.
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is, as a rule, a transient, here today and another
place tomorrow.12

In the seven-year period ending in

1931 parish records register the removal of a hundred
twenty families.13
The greatest difficulty, however, is to finance
the work of the church and school.

A great aid has been

the establishment of the Society of Our Lady, a mission
ary organization among the white parishes for promoting
the welfare of this colored mission.

Members pay ten

cents a month dues and in return receive the benefit of
two High Masses each month and the daily prayers of the
school children.^4

This society has raised over ten

thousand dollars in six years, but this by no means
meets current expenses, much less does it provide for
the badly needed expansion of housing facilities.13
The unsettled political and economic conditions
in Mexico have caused a vast number of her natives to

12 The Provincial Chronicle of St. John Bap
tist Province. April, 1931.
Father Angelus Schaeffer.
^

Ibid.

15 Ibid.
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migrate northward.

The railroads and the packing

houses found them desirable laborers, at least during
the World War.

Armourdale and its vicinity soon had

a population of nearly a hundred families.^

These

were crowding out the congregation at St. Thomas’.
To relieve the situation the Augustinian Recollet
Fathers to whom Bishop Ward had entrusted the Mexi
can missions of the diocese were asked to form a new
parish.

In 1923 the eighty-five Mexican families

were formed into a separate unit, the Parish of Our
Lady of Mount Carmel, though it still uses the Church
of St. Thomas for its services.

Two classrooms at

St. Thomas School are for the exclusive use of Mexi
can children.

Two Sisters of St. Joseph conduct the

classes and reside with the Sisters who teach &t St.
17
Thomas.
The population of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish is increasing and is becoming better organ
ized.

With week-day religious school for Mexican

^

Father John P. McKenna.

17 Ibid.
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children attending the public schools and social Y/ork
for the relief of the destitute and infirm, the pros
elytizing efforts of the Methodist and Baptist Mexi
can missions established in the center of the Armourdale colony have been less effectual and these poor
immigrants from the southern border are being induced
to remain in the Church that civilized and christian
ized their ancestors.
This, in brief, is the history of the Catholic
Church in Kansas City, Kansas, the story of the
proverbial mustard seed and its later development.
Yet, let not the reader of these pages think that
difficulties have not beset every step of the advance
or that the highest pinnacle of achievement has been
reached.

Poverty, failure of crops, droughts, grass

hopper invasions, floods anf fires have occurred to
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darken the prospect but not to dishearten or dis
courage.

Nay, even worse evils have only left a

ripple of disturbance on the surface.

The A.P.A.

agitation of the nineties and the Ku Klux Klan of
more recent date have caused hut a transient mis
understanding soon replaced by harmony.
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