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PROFESSOR RONALD R. VOLKMER

I am honored to be asked to write a few words about my friend
and mentor, Professor Ron Volkmer.  It is appropriate that the law
review dedicate this issue to Ron.  I say that because in a real sense
there might not even be a Creighton Law Review without Ron’s persis-
tence and hard work.  This is the case not only initially when he
guided the law review through its beginnings, but in his continuing
role as the advisor to the law review.  He has guided it and helped it
continue to write about the law and to support students and scholars
alike.  Ron was the advisor when I wrote for the law review over forty-
five years ago and I can still recall the long evenings and serious time
and effort he put into helping us publish articles that were timely and
well done.

I met Ron Volkmer in late September of 1969.  I was a first year
law student and I later learned that Ron Volkmer was a first year law
professor.  He struck me on first impression as a serious person who
was a serious student of the law and that he took his work very seri-
ously.  He still does take his work seriously, but not himself too seri-
ously.  As anyone who has started law school knows, Property is a
required first year course and one that quickly becomes entangled
with concepts such as the rule in Shelleys case, learning about spring-
ing and shifting interests, and deeding things in fee simple. Professor
Volkmer, I quickly learned, believed that students should come to
class prepared to discuss these concepts and cases or not come at all.  I
learned as well that beneath the serious demeanor, however, there is
a person who cares passionately about the Creighton Law School and
its law students and who believes that one of the Law School’s goals is
to improve the law for everyone.

I believe he has accomplished his goals in many ways.  Looking
back over my now almost fifty-year friendship with Ron, it is still hard
for me to believe he is retiring.  To me and to so many others, Ron
Volkmer is Creighton Law School.  His work has shown his deep com-
mitment to the Law School and demonstrated his belief that the law
exists as a positive force to improve the lives of others—particularly
those who live without the material comforts that most of us take for
granted.  Ron Volkmer is very committed to the idea and ideal that a
Jesuit Law School should be, and is different, and that Ignatian val-
ues can, and will make a difference in this world.  When Ron received
the Alumni Achievement Citation from Creighton during winter com-
mencement in 2001 he quoted from a speech that the Rev. Peter-Hans
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Kolvenbach, S.J., Superior General of the Society of Jesus at the time,
gave to a conference of Catholic Higher Education teachers at Santa
Clara University.  Father Kolvenbach said:

Within the complex time and place we are in, and in the light
of the recent General Congregations, I want to spell out sev-
eral ideal characteristics, as manifest in three complemen-
tary dimensions of Jesuit higher education: in who our
students become, in what our faculty do and in how our Uni-
versities proceed.

This quote from Father Kolvenbach captures Ron’s life-long dedi-
cation to Creighton Law School.  To my way of thinking, Ron Volkmer
truly lives out the Jesuit values of being a person for and with others.
I am certain, given his accomplishments as a student, he could have
had a life in private practice where the remunerative rewards would
have been far greater that what he earned as a law professor.  But
that is not what is paramount in Ron Volkmer’s life.  His life’s work
has been about molding young law students into confident, able law-
yers who understand that helping others is really what lawyers are
trained to do.  Ron’s teaching of those students, and the fact of who
those students become is evidence of his willingness to help and serve
others.  Whether that service includes staying after class to help fur-
ther explain a legal concept to a struggling student, trying to help that
student put in perspective a personal problem through his discern-
ment, working at the Stephens Center, or accompanying law students
to the Dominican Republic to see how most of the world lives, Ron is
always there for the students.

Insight into what makes Professor Volkmer so dedicated to his
teaching and scholarship I believe can be evidenced by reading what
he wrote about his long time teacher, friend, and fellow faculty col-
league, Michael J. O’Reilly.  In his tribute to Professor O’Reilly in Vol-
ume 11 of this Law Review, Professor Volkmer wrote about Professor
O’Reilly: “The mark left by an outstanding teacher may be described,
as Cardozo stated in another context, ‘as . . . enduring as the inscrip-
tion upon a monument.’” I believe the same is true of Professor
Volkmer and his inscription that he has left on the law school.  To use
Professor O’Reilly’s favorite phrase, “his life in the law has been well-
lived.”

Ron is always there for the students.  I should also say that in
many cases he is there for the alumni and the students that he has
taught and mentored over the years.  I know that in my case he has
always been a source of wisdom and honest advice that I could trust to
be frank and honest with me regardless of the problem that I am at-
tempting to solve.  The University and the Law School will miss Ron’s
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presence, but the foundation he has helped establish will certainly
continue to help others become better persons.
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