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I.

INTRODUCTION

In choosing a subject for original in
vestigation, the writer being a native Memphian, 
who grew from childhood during the years of C.P. 
j, Mooney*s editorship of the Commercial Appeal, 
and who felt the steady growth of the paper*s in
fluence on the economic and educational progress 
of the city, might naturally elect a study of 
Mr*» Mooney*s editorials. Moreover, the work of 
a man whose editorial policy, combined with his 
business management, could bring the circulationi
of the paper up to a number that exceeded that 
of any other paper south of the Ohio River ...de
serves study for^its practical and powerful use

* 'f *
of argumentative prose._______________________

I. "The people in the Commercial territory will 
rejoice with us that we have by far the lar
gest paid circulation of any paper in the 
South, evening or morning", Mooney, "Mainly 
About a Newspaper", Commercial Appeal, March 
18, 1923.

\



2.

Besides the editorials printed in the
Commercial Appeal and the writing that he did
before 1907, Mr. Blooney's published work was
limited to the editing of The Mid-South and its
Builders and to the composition of three or four
papers of a critical nature for the Egyptians,
an organization, of representative business and

3
professional men of Memphis. At the time of his 
death Mr. Mooney was said to have been contem
plating a visit to hi^ ancestral home near Bards- 
town Junction, Kentucky, with a view to writing 
its history.

i
A limitation of the number of editor

ials to be studied was obviously necessary, and
two hundred was set as a representative, and* >. *
not too unwieldy number. The problem of dis
tinguishing Mr. Mooneyes editorials from those 
of his assistants was made easy by the distinc
tive qualities of Mr. Mooney*s style and by the 
fact that his work was published in double-column t 
ten-point type form, or else it was signed with 

his initial.
2. The Mid-South and Its Builders,' Being the Stor% 

OF THE Development and a Forecast* of the Future 
of the Richest Agricultural Region in the Worl£ 
Mid-South Biographic and Historical Ass., Thos. 
W. Briggs Co., Memphis, 1920



3.

The editorials of 1926 were studied first because 
death found Mr. Mooney at the height of his in
fluence, which had increased with each passing year. 
Next, the editorials of 1912 were chosen as repre
sentative of his earlier work and as a basis for 
comparison with those of 1926. Finally, the edi
torials of 1923 were selected over those of 1917 
and other years, because in that year Mr. Mooney 
won the Pulitzor Prize for his paper through his 
editorial defense of American democratic institu- 
tions. The editorials, two hundred forty-seven 
in number, were copied from volumes in the Cossitt 
Library, Memphis, in tàe files of which the papers 
are more complete than the files owned by the
Commercial Appeal itself.

* *Besides the ‘analysis of these two hun
dred forty-seven editorials and bibliography, 
this study contains a biography of the late editor, 
a chapter giving contemporary editors* estimates of

4

Mr. Mooney’s ability, and an appendix made up of two. 1

editorials, one of 1912 and one of 1923, that
seemed to the writer to stand out as excellent ex-
amples of Mr. Mooney’s best characteristics of style.
3. These papers are published in thè Egyptians* 

yearbooks, and may be found in bound volumes 
in Goodwyn Institute Library, Memphis.



CHAPTER I

BIOGRAPHY

Charles Patrick Joseph Mooney, late edi
tor of the Memphis Commercial Appeal, was born in 
Bullitt County, Kentucky, September 15., 1865, He 
was the youngest of the seven children of John 
Augustine and Hannah Spraggins Mooney, owners of 
a plantation of several thousand acres, extending 
from Belmont to Bardstown Junction, This land was4 f
a grant from the United States government of C. P. 
J. Mooneyes maternal grandfather, Henry Spraggins, 
who built the family residence before Kentucky was 
a state,

John Mooney was sixty-five years of age 
at the time Charles was* born. He lived five more 
years, long enough to see his stock confiscated, 
his slaves freed, and his whole fortune greatly 
reduced, "About all the boy C. P, J, Mooney, re-

4

ceived from the wreck was a splendid education and- /
later his share of his mother's dower of land,”

I, Mooney, Corinne (Mrs, C, P. J,), ."Letters to the 
Editor”, Commercial Appeal, Dec. 2, 1928,



As early as his thirteenth year, C. P.
J* Mooney undertook work that men are accustomed 
to do. He learned telegraphy and filled the place 
of the official operator at Bardstown Junction 
station during the latter*s vacation periods. Part 
of the money he earned helped to defray the expenses 
of his schooling.

Charlie, as those who loved him always 
spoke of him, attended St. Maryfs College, Lebanon, 
Kentucky, where he wop a medal for excellence in 
military tactics, and where he specialized in mathe
matics and assisted in the teaching of Latin and

vGreek during his last two years. On receiving his 
degree in 1886, he entered the teaching profession 
and held the position of Principal and instructor 
in mathematics at Upton, Hadin County, for two years, 
at a salary of forty dollars a month. During this 
time he is said to have given some time to the study 
of law. ■*

In 1888 Mr. Mooney went to Pine Bluff,. *

Arkansas, with the idea of becoming telegrapher for 
the Cotton Belt Railroad there; but instead he be
gan his newspaper career by associating himself
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with Mr. James Adams, another Kentuckian, who own
ed the Graphic. Soon his ability was observed by 
Mr. Arthur Nurray, owner of the Press-Eagle, and 
he was given all the responsibility and freedom 
of action that an ambitious young man of twenty- 
three years could wish for. He reported news, so
licited advertisements, wrote editorials, and in
troduced distinguished visitors who came to Pine 
Bluff. Among these noted people was Colonel Hen
ry Patterson. t

The experience he had in filling this 
position with the Press-Eagle must have determineda
Mooney to make newspaper work his vocation, for in 
1890 he went to Memphis as a reporter on the Ava
lanche under the^editorship of A. B. Pickett.*
Shortly afterward the Avalanche consolidated with 
the Appeal, and Mooney went with Pickett to the 
Scimitar as the city editor. He retained this 
position for five years.

In the meantime., on June 6, 1891, Mr. , 
Mooney married Miss Corinne O’Connor of Pine Bluff, 
whose former home had been in Corondolet, Missouri.

\



Mrs. Mooneyes interest in things cultural made their
companionship most helpful to the editor. Indeed,
the inspiration for what is considered by many to
be Mr. Mooney’s best editorial, "Jesus, the Perfect 

2
Man", was attributed by him directly to her sug
gestion. Their three children, Hugh J., Miriam 
(Mrs. Robert Galloway), and Charles, and Mrs.
Mooney, herself, make their homes at the present
time in Memphis, the city Charlie Mooney loved.

*
•>; Mr. Mooneyj established his first con

nection with the Commercial Appeal in 1896, when
he became managing editor. His work there attract-i
ed the attention of the country’s larger publish
ers and in 1902 he was persuaded to resign to take
a like position on Frank A. Munsey’s New York* ̂ **
Daily News. He left the Daily News after three 
months, however, to become a member of the edi
torial staff of the New York American, a Hearst 
publication. While in this position, he wrote 
editorials for the Parker presidential campaign , 

of 1904.

2. Mooney: "Jesus, the Perfect Man,* ^
Commercial Appeal, Dec. 22, 1912.



In 1905 Mr. Mooney left New York to take
charge of the Chicago Examiner, and there again
his work proved most satisfying. After three years,
however, he returned to Memphis to become managing
editor of the Commercial Appeal, a position which
he held, not only with credit to himself but with
benefit to all within what he was pleased to call

3
the wMemphis territory,” until his death.

On the morning of November 22, 1926, as
4 |Mr. Mooney sat at his desk, working and planning 

for the publication of the new Evening Appeal, he 
was stricken with apoplexy. A Catholic priest and 
his family physician were summoned, and his wife 
and children were notified, but the end came even 
before Mrs. Mooriefy- and ¿Lis daughter could reach 
his office.

The news of Mr. Mooney’s passing was a 
shock to the citizens of Memphis, to the readers of 
the Commercial Appeal outside of Memphis, and to the 
newspaper men throughout the country. Virginia

4.

Fraser Boyle, Memphis* "poet of the confederacy,"
expressed the grief— striken attitude of her fellow
citizens in the following beautiful stanzas:_______
3. C. P. Mooney Biography, Files of Cossitt Library, 

Memphis.



CHARLES PATRICK JOSEPH MOONEY.

We tried to tell the world of him we lost,
With heads bowed low and eyes that brimmed 
with tears,
Who walked with us, in clear, untrodden 
faith
Across the fateful years.
We tried to tell the story, how he led 
.and served us in our times of stress and 
care,
And cheered his land with courage to the 
end
For he was always there.
He was a friend,sand gave a brother’s hand 
To him who ruled, or him who tilled the sod;
And through his days kept high and pure the 
tryst
Between him and his God,

i
But all words fail— the outspoken phrase is trite, 
Before the simple greatness we have known;
While memory pricks with glittering stars, 
the path
That he has made his own.* ̂

That Mr. Mooney had established himself 
as one of the nation’s foremost editors during his 
eighteen consecutive years of service with the Com
mercial Appeal, was proved by the messages of esteem

4

and affection from his contemporaries that poured ̂ 
into the Appeal office. So definitely do these 
expressions recognize Mr. Mooney as a great editor 
that the writer has judged it fitting to include a 

number of them in Chapter II of this volume.



1 0
Few men have received as many honors as 

did C. P. J. Mooney during the latter part of his 
life. They were honors that pointed him out as a 
leader among his people, a leader strengthened 
by faith, tutored in philosophy, broadened by ex
perience, and humanized by his love for his fel-

i

low man*
As delegate to the Democratic National 

Convention of 1912, Mr. Mooney was a Wilson support
er, ’and his admiration for the author of the League 
of Nations grew with the passing-years until he 
prophesied in January of 1926 that some day Woodrow 
Wilson would take his place, beside Washington and 
Jackson as one of the "first three Americans con-

3
tributing to out'“ national life and unified 'strength."

For twelve years C. P. J. Mooney served
as trustee of the University of Tennesse. "Learning
the alphabet is not the beginning of education. Eduea-

4
tion begins in Universities," he wrote, capitalizing 
the important words in his second sentence. Because

4

he believed in what he wrote, he worked zealously to

-3. Mooney: "A Story Not Yet Told", '“Commercial Appeal,
« Jan. 10, 1926.

4. Mooney: "School Commencements", Commercial Appealy 
June 6, 1926.



to strengthen every department of the States Uni
versity, giving special attention to those located 
in Memphis. Recognition of his work for public 
education in general and for the university in 
particular has been accorded since his death in 
the dedication, on November 27, 1928, of the C» P. 
J. Mooney Memorial Library, whose building is one 
of the group of structures that house the Univer
sity of Tennessee Medical Schools in Memphis.
On this occasion, as they did at the time of his 
death, editors over the country sent messages 
praising one whom theyshad recognized as a lead
er in their field.

During the World War Ml*. Mooney was
vice-chairman of--£he West Tennessee Draft Board,*
and in 1917, on the motion of William G. McAdoo, 
Secretary of the Treasury, he was appointed a 
director of the Federal Reserve Bank of the 
Eighteenth University, at Clarksville, conferred 
on him the degree of Doctor of Law, with the evi- '

4
dent intention of honoring Memphis* foremost citi
zen, for at that time the heads of that’institu
tion were planning for its removal to'-the Bluff 
City. Since Mr. Mooney's love of his work was



intense, however, no position could have given him a 
greater sense of satisfaction than the vice-presi
dency of the Associated Press which he held during 
the term of 1924-1925, and no honor could have re
ceived greater appreciation than his winning the

2
Pulitzer Price of 1923.

The facts of a man*s career cannot ex
plain of course, his success; they must he coupl
ed with an analysis of the man himself. That 
Mr..*Mooney was an indefatigable worker, a man of 
sincere faith in God, a defender of fundamental
ism, a true friend to the farmer, a foe of ignor-s
ance and fraud, a writer of distinctive ability, and 
a person of intense loyalties, any thoughtful read
er may gather from his editorials; but that he was

*
simple in his manner, sympathetic with the erring,
regular in his reading of the ’’Imitation of Christ,”
and zealous in his desire to help others, one could
not learn except from those who lived dose to
him. . ,

Mr. William Adler, of the editorial
staff of the Commercial Anneal. who was.in daily
— — — -----------------— — — — —— k--------------
2. Personal Interview Wm Adler of editorial staff 

Commercial Appeal



association with Mr. Mooney for years, told the 
Writer that any member of the staff had access 
to Mr. Mooneyes office at all times and that every 
employee of the paper regarded him as a personal 
friend. Though Mr. Mooney was an ardent prohi
bitionist and practised the doctrine he preach- i
ed, he would discharge a young man who became 
intoxicated and then in a few days, after giving 
him some fatherly advice, reemploy him.

/
4 In answer *to the writer*s question

concerning Mr. Mooneyfs predominating character
trait, Mrs. Mooney wrofe,

"I would say unhesitatingly that it was
his wish to help others! The day did
not close that had not seen some one as-♦
sisted in some way by his generosity— it 
might have been financial aid or prompt
ings in a literary effort or by putting 
one in the way of a position. He was 
always ready to hear and to endeavor to '

4.

better the condition of any one who ap
plied to him. That any one deserved was 
never a question as important as*, that 
those applying to him needed his assist
ance.”
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Chiseled on the modest stone slab that 
marks the grave of C* P. Mooney in Calvary 
Cemetery, Memphis, are these words taken from 
his widely known editorial of 1912:

"Jesus spoke the truth; He liv
ed the truth, and truth is eternal."

4 I.

S

4



CHAPTER II

Subject Matter of Editorials Studied

An analysis of C. P. J. Mooneyfs editor
ials for the years 1912, 1923, and 1926 reveals 
a wide range in his choice of subject matter and

t

in his application. It shows, too, that Mr*
Mooney was, first of all, a student of human 
nature and of its problems, and that he was,' in

4

turn, a citizen of tire world, a patriot, a South
erner, a Tennessean, and a Memphian.

From the editorials studied it Is evident
the Mr. Mooney did not separate the problems of

I
Tennessee from those of the ’‘Memphis Territory 
and the entire South; that he did not glorify 
the South at the expense of the other grand di
visions of the United States; and that he did not 
place his country’s advantage before the ideal 
of fellowship among nations. Consequently, none 
of the two hundred forty-seven editorials studied '

\ 4

I. "The Commercial Appeal*s territory is West
Kentucky, West Tennessee, North Alabama, North 
and Central Mississippi, East Arkansas, a 
corner of Louisina and Southeast Missouri,”
’’The Country Adjacent to Memphis Served by 
the Commercial Appeal”, December 25, 1923»



can be listed as purely patriotic; they are all 
patriotic; all loyal to the truth as he saw it.

In the chart on the succeeding page an at
tempt has been made to classify the subject mat
ter of these editorials so that the reader may 
grasp this fact. It is true that an examination 
of the chart will show that the highest frequency 
on the one hand is in the row marked ’’National”
and on the other in the row termed ’’Political”;

< I.but if it be recalled that 1912 was the year of 
Roosevelt's organization of the £ull Moose Party 
and of Wilson's defeat r‘of Taft and Roosevelt and 
that 1923 saw the fight against the Ku Klux Klan, 
the death of Harding, the advent of the Coolidge 
Regime, and the expectation of another presidential 
campaign, the underlying causes of this condi

tion will be found. It is also true that the
race for the governorship of Tennessee meant much♦to the national success of the Democrats in 1912 
and that the struggle for the adoption o f the 
League of Nations covenant or the World Court 
was still in progress in 1923. All rthese current



I _
problems no editor could ignore; Mooney, always 
alive to any important question and always de
finite in his viewpoint, voiced his position and 
that of his people with clarity and with courage.

Mr. Mooney was an ardent admiret of Woodrow 
Wilson and a vigorous advocate of the League of 
Nations. Again and again in his editorials of 
1923 did he deplore the littleness of our nation
al leaders who refused the Wilson plan. "The

V

supreme folly of America was in the turning away
2

from the preachments of Woodrow Wilson, he wrote 
in April of that year, and in July he stated blunt
ly that "nothing so terrifies a Renublican as

3
Wilsonian doctrines." In a restrospective view
of the leaders o£, the World War, written on the*
ninth anniversary of our entrance into the con
flict^ Mr. Mooney paid Wilson a worthy tribute 
when he published the following lines:

"But after six years the rising figure, 
towering like a column in a desert, because the / 
things he stood for failed and the world now 
knows he was right, is the invalid in Y/ashington,
Woodrow Wilson._______________________¡,____________
2. "Some Wise "Fools", April II, 1923
3. "Drifting around Alaska and Adrifting in Other 

Places," July 8, 1923.
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EDITORIALS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO SUBJECT MATTER
Extent of 
Application *12 *23 »26 T :

:Types of 
:Subject 
¡Matter *12

• *• •• •
*23:*26:T

Universal 12 I I 9 52 :

: Biograph- 
: cal 
: Character 
: Analysis T

• •• •• •• •• •• •
7 : 2 :TO

Inter
national 5 14 7 2$: :Givic 12

1• •• •
10: 8 ; 30

National 50 51 19 7?: : Economic 28
• •

36:23 ¡87
Sectional 9 16 21 46: : Historical Q

• •
8 ¡4 ¡8

State I I 0 5* 16:
: Educa- 
: tional 2

• •
I : 5 ¡8

Local 18 18 8 44*.■i Humor bus 0
• •• •

I i 0 :1Other
Localities 4 0 0 4 :: Legal 2

• •
5 : 2 : 9

: Literary I 2 i 3 ¡6
:Philosoph- 
: ical 8

• •
17: 8 ¡33

* * • ¡Political 42
• •

‘35: 14:91
¡Religious 
: Moral 
:Sorital 3

* •• •• *
9 : 7 :T9

:Scientific 0
• •

7 : 1 : 8
¡Social 21

• •• •
20: 16:57

Totals 39 90 68 847:■LSasalaX.. .  . 0__
• •

--S. ; .1  l  7
studied.

actual number of editorials
4.



"If through some kind dispensation of Provi
dence his health were restored to him, Wilson, Grasp
ing again the reins of leadership, could direct us
out of this chaos of uncertainty, disorder, world

4
confusion and world hatred."

When the adoption of the League seemed un-i
attainable, Mr, Mooney was willing to accept the
World Court plan; in fact, any plan designed to arid
the world of war, which he called that "paradox of

5
civilization, intelligence and religion," less than 
three months before his death.

Almost equal to the number of editorials de
voted to political subjects, the chart shows that 
Mr. Mooney wrote during the years 1912, 1923, and
1926, eighty-seven, editorials dealing, wholly or*
in part, with a discussion of problems economic 
in their nature. Some of these are universal in 
their application, not limited to any age or any 
race; some are national and international; some are 
local and statewide; but most of them are sectional'.

Transportation, ready market, flood control, 
and diversification were not only the farmers friend.
"The beginning of the solution of the problems of
4. "April 6 Nine years After," April 7, 1926.
5. "Another Great September Day," September 2, 1926.



distribution is not in transcontinental railways 
or Panama Canals— they are at the end of the pro
blem. The beginning is a good road from the door
of a farmer— either into a distribution point of

6
to a railroad station,” and ’’The protection of the
country along the Mississippi is more vital than
the Panama Canal and THE NATION CAN AFFORD TO SPEND
JUST AS MUCH MONEY FOR THIS WORK AS IT SPENT ON THE

7
FORTY-MILE DITCH FROM COLON TO PANAMA,” he argued

4 |
with the nation, in the farmers* behalf. "People 
grow cotton and other things and make a decent liv
ing. People cannot grow cotton alone and make any
sort of a certain living,” he argued with the farmer

8
in the nation’s behalf.

Mr. Mooney-Vas consistent in advocation in
vestment in land, for "The soil’s real value can

9
never be destroyed,” he said; but he was just as 
consistent in warning against people's going into 
debt during the periods of inflation and high prices, 
because "THE CONFUSION OF VALUE AND PRICE HAS BEEN *

6. "The Problem in Tennessee,” Feb. II, 1912.
7. "More Important Than the Panama Cajial. "April 20,

1912. ,
8. "The Fair Opens Saturday," September 4, 1926.
9. "An Englishman Says but Did Not See Enough,”

April 4, 1926.
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10
THE UNDOING OF MOST OF OUR PEOPLE."

The heavy burden of taxes in this country 
and the stabilisation of money values, gave Mr.
Mooney great concern. "American oeople are rapidly

11
becoming the slaves of their taxes, he observed 
in February of 1926, and further on in the same edi
torial he warned the people that "Every great nation 
that existed for any length of time perished because
of the overwhelming burden of the machinery of gov-

12 *

ernment." "Curency, credit and finance are the most
elusive of any of the elements that enter into the

13
economic lives of the people." He observed in July 
of 1926 in his discussion of the value of the French 
franc.

It is difficult hpwever to separate the social 
from the economic elements that enter into a discus
sion of problems, and so a number of the editorials 
deal with these two types of subject matter side by
side. For instance, when treating of the negroes*14being lured to the North with promises of high wages

4
and better living conditions. Mr. Mooney argued with
10. "What Congress Did to Make Money Easy ,To Get,"
11. "Where a Cancer Cure Is Needed," February 26, 1926
12. Lb id.
13. "Something from Nothing," July 25, 1926.
14. "The Lure to Negroes," May 6, 1923.



the negro both from an economic and from a racial
view point; in urging contributions to the Memphis
Community Fund he reminded his readers that "Ho mat-

14
ter how rich you are, you are dependent;” and in
justifying the expulsion of the Turk from Europe

15
in the Balkan War of 1912, he gave religious, racial 
and economic arguments.

Likewise, it is not often that an editorial 
may be listed as purely philosophic, for philosophy

4 %looks beyond the facts of a problem to see# its first 
cause, whether the problem be civic, economic politi
cal, religious or social. In this ability to seek 
and to understand causes, however, Mr. Mooney excell
ed, and he used this ability to cultivate the phil
osophic attitude 'in others. In 1912 "Frozen Water 
Pipes” suggested a ”do-it-now” policy; "Luxury Ver
sus Safety” served as an analysis of the Titanic 
disaster; and "Change and Progress” pointed out a 
distinction in the meanings of these two 'terms 
that is likely to be obscured. In 1923 "Saving Peo-

4

pie from their Own Folly and Ungrateful Job” was_____
14. "You Cannot Live Forever,” April 6, 1926.
15. "A War That Should Have Been Waged Six Hundred,

October 18, 1912, and 
"The Lesson in a War.,” October 20,'’1912.
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Mr. Mooney’s summary of America’s ingratitude toward 
men who have saved her financial system at various 
periods; "True Progress" revealed his firm position 
that each person must work according to the Master’s 
plan and not live off the productive labor of others; 
and "Sigabee’s Career and Example" gave him the op-

t

portunity to teach his readers that all would do 
well to follow the advice of the admiral who wired 
to Washington, the seat of the American government, 
to "suspend judgment" concerning the sinking of the 
battleship Maine in Havana Harbor* In 1926 " Sam
ples of Civilization" was his summarized comment 
on a series of items selected from the day’s news; 
"The Shadow and the Substance" was his answer to 
the question as t$ why 1ihe death of Rudolph*Val
entino caused much more comment than the passing 
of Dr. Eliot of the Harvard University; and "Where 
Men Fail" pointed out his belief that people should 
never enter a business for which they have no 
training or experience.

4.

Under the heading "Civics" in the chart have
been placed the editorials dealing with local prob-

\

lems; such as elections, community driVes, the street 
car strike, the proposed bills for an independent



water commission and a municipal power plant, the 
duty of buying at home, the new bridge, the opera 
season, and the Tri-State Fair. In the discussion 
of each Mr. Mooney urged that type of civic unity 
which is so very necessary to the true progress of 
a fast-growing American city. i

In his attitude towards religion, literature, 
science, and government, C. P. J. Mooney was a true 
fundamentalist; in his attitude towards public sup-

•4 |port of education he was a leader. "Without fun
damentalism there would have been'no civilization 

16
of our sort" he wrote in answer to H. L. Mencken’s
criticism of Tennessee’s Anti-Evolution Law. "This
thing we call human liberty is the flower of the
civilization thatMiad it¿¡ roots in the inspired

I?
word of the old and new Scriptures," he added, 
pointing out the fact that Mencken was privileged 
to express himself only because fundamentalism had 
given him the right. Mr. Mooney gave an indisput
able testimony of his own faith when he wrote,

4. *

"And thus you are driven into a consciousness of 
the existence of the Maker of the Lav? of Design-
god. ______________________________ ______________
16. "Again Tennessee and the South", March 21. 1926.
17. Ibid.
18. "Little Journeys Around the North Pole," May 16.

1926. *
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And he then who says that faith in God is based on
nothing more than nebulous dreams and vagrant no-

18
tions, does not think.”

Concerning the principle of realism in pre
sent day literature, Mr. Mooney was frank in his 
criticism. ”How different our poetry would be,”i
he wrote, ”if it was written around the beautiful 
things in the lives of our people instead of glor
ifying vice and excusing ourselves by calling it 
real’ism.” In the las*t editorial he wrote, criti
cizing H. G. Wells» ”The World of-WiJLiam Glissold,” 
Mr, Mooney was even more satiric in his criticism 
of the realistic ’’tendency:” ”The dishonest man 
seeks to have little faith in the integrity of man
kind. The libertine woî Ld have all people to be 
as he is. People of crooked minds seek to bring 
the minds of others to their own level. In this 
heart of hearts, when they have the courage to 
stop and analyze themselves, they know that all 
other men are not as they are. After such analysis,

4.

usually they console themselves by writing an arti-
20

cle for a magazine or publishing another book.”
\

18. ’’Little Journeys Around the North Pole,” May 16,
1926.

19. "Springtime Gossip,” 1, May 13, 1923.
20. ”A Species of Modern Writing,” November 21, 1926.

^0486
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Concerning his attitude towards the principle of
authority in government Mr. Mooney left no doubt in
his readers’ minds; it was the reiteration of this
fundamental principle in his argument against the
Ku Klux Klan that brought to his paper the Pulitzer
Prize of 1923. In January of that year he wrote,
"A home, a school, a city or a state goes under if

21
the principle of authority does not control,”
and in September of tl̂ e same year he wrote again,
"A man’s allegiance to nothing in America or out of
America is superior to his allegiance to the Consti-

122
tution of the republic^” In January of 1926, when 
lynchings were going unpunished in one of our South
ern states, he deplored the condition and its at-

•is *
tendant effect on respect for governmental authority,
for '’There can be no partnership between law and 

23
lawlessness,” he wrote; and later, "Democracies

24
live only in the holding to certain fixed principles.”

4

That science is not opposed to religion was ,
Mr. Mooney’s fixed opinion, and with no fear of con
tradiction he wrote, "The Forces of Religion Can Fight
Their Opponents On Scientific Grounds' With Scientific
21. "The Brinciple of Authority in Government,”

January 14, 1923.
22. "Neither Hood nor Bayonet,” 1, September 23, 1923.
23. "Strangling Justice,” January 15, 1926.
24. "The Torch of Jefferson”, April II, 1926.



Weapons. The Strictest Religionist Can Be The Most
25

Eninent Scientist.” This was in 1925. In 1926 
in "Little Journeys around the North Pole” he argued, 
”But in all the progress of men and in all the dis
coveries men have made, There Is Nothing To Shatter 
The Law of Design. Nothing has been found to dis
turb the enternal rule of coordination. When one 
thinks on these things and thinks with an open 
mind, one is overwhelmed with a conclusion as clear 
as lihe demonstrated problem of Euclid that over,
behind and in the beginning of all these things

26
there was, and is an Eternal Force.”

That "Mental America has not developed as
27

fast as has physical America” was Mooney’s obser
vation concerning the nation’s educational.needs.*
"We will never get to the saturation point in 

28
education,” he wrote, as he urged a greater sup
port for public schools. Constantly did Mr. Mooney 
urge the farmer to study his problems, for "The
American farmer can only get along, as every othef

 ̂ * person in this free country can getalong, by in- 
BIS . "Science and Faith; Old Law and New Fads,"

July 29, 1923.
26. Op-cit., May 16, 1926. \
27. "Vacations and How To Have Them, "'•June 13, 1926.
28. "The Debt for Education," 2, September 19, 1926.



creasing his knowledge through education along
29

the lines of his own endeavor.” "Education,"
he wrote, at another time, «directs intelligence.

30
It puts it in the way of being useful"

Another examination of the chart given 
at the first of this chapter will reveal that t
there is no high number of frequencies opposite 
the terms biographical, historical, legal, lit
erary, scientific, and special. Instead, there 
is a balance that is indicative of the fact that 
an editor must always take into 'consideration 
the size of the group *fco which he wishes to make 
an appeal. All people should be interested in 
political, economic, and social problems, but 
just a group herd and -there is interested in a 
critical analysis of a national hero, the neces
sity of rewriting bits of history, or the need 
a young lawyer has to read Blackstone. An edi
tor must write for all the people most of the 
time and for some of the people occasionally; 
this Mr. Mooney evidently sought to do.

The editorials dealing with character
analysis and historical events prove -¿hat Mr.
29. "The Lovernment As a Farmer Manager," May 23, 1926. 
3°. "Qp-Cit.. June 6, 1926



Mooney tempered his enthusiasm for some of our
national leaders with an understanding of human

nature that few men possess. In his editorial
on Benjamin Franklin he evinced a wholesome
attitude that many people today may imitate with
profit . He wrote:

"We do not see many perfect saints on
earth now and men are about the same now as they
were one hundred and, two hundred years ago.

A |"Our universities and high schools should 
reeducate our people upon some Of our ancestors. 
Truly we know of no other country that ever pro
duced within a half century so many distinguished 
and unique men as did the Colonies and the United 
States. They should b£ studied not as heroes,
but as leaders and workers for themselves, the

31
community and for the nation."

Besides Franklin, Mr. Mooney gave much
praise to Washington, Jefferson, Jackson, and

. / 
Wilson. He admired Jefferson and Wilson for their

4

literary ability and their statesmanship; he ad
mired Washington and Jackson for tfyeir general
ship and their courage.______________
^1. "An all-Around American," 2, January 17, 1926.



Under the heading "Legal" have been listed 
those editorials which raise a question of legal
ity, and under the term "Scientific," have been 
placed the number of editorials that deal with 
the development of radio and with kindred topics. 
Editorials classified as "Special” include those 
which treat of subjects not wholly included in 
any other type classifications; they include spec
ial tributes, Commercial Appeal problems, and a 

< ¥
drive to restore Sulgrave Manor, the English Home 
of Washington’s ancestors.

It may surprise ‘the reader to note that 
out of the two hundred forty-seven editorials 
only one can be classified as humorous. That

* *5Mr. Mooney did not lack*this boasted trait of 
his ancestors, however, is proved by the instances 
of his humor found in his other editorials. To
C. P. J . Mooney the business of editorial writing

i
was a serious one, for he knew that people read 
an editorial page to find a standard of»measure
ment for their own attitudes towards life.

In the one editorial listed a-.s humorous,
' 32

Mr. Mooney discussed the Ford-for president-boom,
32. "Mr. Ford Presidential"'Timber,"“l, June 3, 1923.
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a topic that he could not ignore. To have 
treated of it seriously would have given it an 
undeserved importance; to have treated of it 
flippantly would have been unworthy of the writ
er himself; with the skill of the editorial art
ist Mr. Mooney chose perhaps the most effective 

stroke.

*

'6,

4

\



CHAPTER III

Technical Qualities of Mooney*s Editorial Style

Paragraph and Sentence Structure
An editorial writer who worked under 

C. P. J. Mooney testified that the late editor*s 
constant advice was to be simple, to be clear, to 
write so that a twelve-year-old child might under
stand the gist of the discussion.

It was this theory of editorial writing 
no doubt, that accounted for Mr. Mooney*s preferenc 
for the short paragraph (and for the short, simple 
type of sentence structure. It may also have ac
counted for the predominance of the loose style 
over the other two?.special types of sentence- struc
ture, a characteristic which is readily noted by 
one who reads the Mooney editorials.

That Mr. Mooney did prefer the short sent
ence and the short paragraph is illustrated by the 
series of charts, immediately following. There,

4
a study of the editorials for the first quarters of
1912, 1925, and 1926, taken as a sampling of the

\

entire body of editorials for these yeafs, shows 
that over one-half of the sentences contained in



A STUDY OF FIRST QUARTER 
EDITORIALS OF 1912, 1923, 1926 FOR 

LENGTH OF SENTENCES
:No. of Sentences

No. of Words in Sentence 1912:1923: 1926 T.lOiH 21: 70: 72 163
6 -1 0 166: 307: 302 775

II-I5 163: 304: 246 713
16-20 140: 200: 170 510
21-25 106:109 : 91 306
Above 25 207: 188: 132 527
Totals 803:1178:1913 2994

« I
LENGTH OF PARAGRAPHS

No. of Sentences in No. of Paragraphs.
Paragraphs a I9IB 1923: 1926: T.

I 224 126: 1 0 2 : 452
2 116 1 0 1 : 72: 289
3 63 81: 60: 204
4 16 44: 42: 102
5 8 2 2: 25: 55

Above 5 • % 7 41: 42: 90*
Totals J 434 415: 343:1192

LENGTH OF EDITORIALS
No. of Paragraphs in •• No. of Editorials

Editorials : 1912:1923: 1926: T.
5-10 : I 1 3 : 2 : 6

II-15 ? 3 • 5 1 3 : II
16-20 * 6 ; 3 : I ; TO
21-25 • 2 * 3 ’• 3 : 8

- A 26-30 * 7— s— v— . 4 ; 6 : 17
Above 50 ; I • 3 • I : 5
Totals : 20 : 21 • l l  ; 57



fifty-seven editorials were less than sixteen words 
in length, and that more than one-third of the para
graphs contained a single sentence. The average 
number of paragraphs in the editorials lies between 
twenty-one and twenty-five; this is not high when 
the number of short paragraphs contained in most of 
the editorials is considered.

No better example of Mr. Mooney’s use of the
short paragraph could be given than thht illustrated

"*■ I.
in the first editorial to be found, in full, in the
Appendix to this thesis. In this editorial, "Jesus,

I
the Perfect Man," the reader will note the rapidity 
with which he is carried on to an inevitable con
clusion of a well-built argument; this is the supreme

* ̂effect of the short' paragraph, though it has other 
decided advantages.

From an analysis of all the editorials of 
1912, 1923, and 1926 to determine Mr. Mooney’s pre-

4
ference for special types of sentence structure, it. /
was found that there were eight times as i*any ex
amples of the loose style as there were of the bal
ance and fifteen times as many as there were of I.

I. Op-cit., Dec. 22, 1912



the periodic. This is shown in the short table 
following:

Special Types of Sentence Structure
Types 1912 1923 1926 T
Balanced 13 36 10 59

Loose 193 222 156 481
Periodic 31 6 4 31
The loose style of sentence structure

is arbitrarily defined as a series of three or 
more short sentences ̂ centering around the same top
ic and somewhat climactic in effect. Mr. Mooney*
made use of this style in two ways in the same edi- 
torial; both are effective, as one can see. First, 
he wrote;

"Men still eat.- * ̂
"What men eat comes from the soil.
"Soil decently treated is constant in

its yield. The soilfs real value can never be des- 2
troyed."

i
"Own land. Own it free from debt. Tfyen

you will be as free as people can be free. Then you
will be a strand in one of the ropes that hold safe

3
the sails of the American ship of state.
"2. Op. oit.," April 4. 1926. 1—
3. Tbid.

tt i ‘
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Mr. Mooney1s use of this loose style 
of sentence structure is so very effective that 
the writer finds it difficult not to include a 
number of examples in addition to the two already 
cited. A few will not be amiss, however, to show 
how the editor made it useful in discussions of 
varioub types of subject matter. Philosophically, 
he wrote:

"We made a measure for time. It is
artificial. It is Arbitrary. Time is something

4
beyond the grasp of mortal mind;" and again:

"The sta^e does not know the church.
That is well. The state does not know sects.
That is also well. But if religion dies, men dies,

5
civilization di^s." *

Seeking to aid in an economic crisis,
he wrote;

The cotton commerce ehannel has so
much capacity. It is about to be overloaded. It
is necessary to pull some of it out of the chan-'

6
nel. It is necessary to hold."

Writing of one of the "Big Three" at
\

the Versailles Conference, he observed:
4. "The Big Things of 1925," January I, 1926.
5. "Let the Moral Forces of Tennessee Think It

Over," July 29, 1926.
6. "A Challenge to the South," October 31, 1926.



"We understand that Clemenceau has fin
ished a hook. The old man is more than four-score 
years. He has been through two great wars. He has 
been under arrest. He has been hated by the French 
people and adored by them. At times he has been 
regarded as a fiend and at other times as a valiant 
knight. He has been accused of trying to destroy
France. History will give him the honor of saving 

7
France."

< I
Another writer might have combined*

some of the short sentences in the last preceding 
illustration to form.èffective balanced or periodic 
styles. That Mr. Mooney could have done so, too, 
had he desired, is proved, so the writer believes,

* is *by the excellence of the sentences that he did
choose to make balanced or periodic in effect.
For instance, in 1923, at the time of President
Harding’s death, hè wrote:

"In these times when the minds of men
are reacting from the anxieties and struggles of
the war, when people are full of notions about
the solvents of various ills, when men criticise 

"Character, Liberty, Fees," July II, 1926.
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preferably to consoling, when many men hate in
stead of love, the nation was signally fortunate 
in having at its head Warren G. Harding, whose 
mind was serene and placid, who was orderly in 
habit and who believed the way out of many of our
difficulties was through honest industry and peace-

8
ful co-operation."

In this quotation the periodic and 
balanced effects are combined. Elsewhere their 
separate uses are equally, if not more, effective,
as in the two following quotations; the first is*
the balanced type; the second, the periodic:

i
"Both of them (Jefferson and Franklin)

were in congress, both were envoys to France, both
liked the society of beautiful women, and both

•> 9
thought alike as to human liberty."

x "It is up to the thoughtful American
people to see that those who make money out of war,
and have made money out of war since war became

4

more than a personal fight between two individuals, 
and those who hope to make money out of war to
the last fight at Armageddon, are disappointed in
8 . "Warren G. Harding," August 4, 1925.
9. 0£,cit., April II, 1926. >
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their desires to bring about national collisions.” 
Ornamentation.

The chart given on the following page 
is only an indication of the amount and kind of 
ornamentation that characterizes Mr. Mooney*s writ
ing. No ordinary study of the figures of speech 
in a given selection or group of selections can 
be absolute, for no element of expression is so 
elusive as that of ornamentation; at each review
ing of a piece of literature, if the work deserves 
the term literary, the reader sees not beauties, 
not connotation, new combinations he has never re
cognized before.

An examination of the chart shows the
metaphor to be the predominating figure. -Two rea-*
sons for this may be advanced: First, the frequency 
of other figures proves Mr. Mooney*s fondness for 
comparisons, expressed or implied; and, second, 
our language, as scholars testify, is a-bundle of 
metaphors, old and new. ■ 1

4
It is true that a number of the figures

used in the Mooney editorials lack originality, and
\

it is also true that many are commonplace; but, on
the other hand, there is a freshness about many of
them that delights those who seek beauty and force 
19. Qp,cit, April I, 1926.

10
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FIGURES OF SPEECH
1912 1925 1926 T*

Aliteration 58 41 48 127
Allusion, Biblical 8 54 23 65
Allusion, Classical 5 10 7 22
Allusion, Historical 8 40 43 91
Allusion, Literary 6 25 22 53
Allusion, Mythological I 6 7 14
Antithesis 48 117 95 260
Cataloging 25 51 34 90
Climax 6 5 8 17
Comparison, Analogy 55 56 30 139
Contrast 25 * 57 2 67
Exclamation ’’ 5 6 5 16
Hyperbole 50 55 40 105
Interrogation 28 57 2 67
Irony 2 I 5 8
Litotes 5 4 4 II
Metaphor 147 542 180 669
Metonymy, Synecdoche 21 37 27 35
Parallelism 8 15

4
5 26

Personification, Apostrophe 50 59 59 168
Repetition of Wording II 5 14 30
Simile 54 91 55 180
All others Counted 4 5 13 20



through figurative language. Examples of this fresh
ness and originality in a few types of figures fol
low:

First, classical allusion, referring to 
candidates for the governorship of Mississippi, is 
illustrated:

"Some were as savage as Cicero against 
Yerres, and others were as seductive as that same 
old oratorical opportunist when he was trying to

; 12get a verdict of acquittal from Milo;"
Second, Literary allusion and meta

phor are combined wit̂ t good effect:
"Thomas Nelson Page wrote gracefully 

of the old sentimentalism. Walter Hines Page 
was not dazzled. £>y thê  romance of things that were . 
He began to analyze the southerner, and he did 
not turn aside when the bottom of the test tube

13showed elements that ought not to have been there:" 
Third, antithesis is made use of:
"We put down the tyranny of kings and'- 4

now we have the tyranny of mobs. We hope for calm-
ness and international good will. We have confusion
12. "The Futility of State Government," August 12.

1923. ' V  6
13. "The Advancing South," May 30, 1926.



and international hatred. Instead of frankness
we have suspicion. Instead of generosity we have 

14
envy:"

Fourth, climax is the predominating 
figure in the following:

"Take the soul out of man and he 
is a dog. Take God out of the scheme of things 
and there is nothing worth while. Take inspira
tion from the scriptures and this thing we call
revealed religion fal^s to pieces. Religion dead,

15
our culture dies with it:"

Fifth, hyperbole is effective in
i

the description of Chaliapin in "The Barber of 
Seveille."

"The giant singer and the giant* ̂ **
orchestra in Memphis* giant auditorium made a

16
glorious combination;"

Sixth, metonymy ana simile are il
lustrated;

4

"So the world mind is in a state ,
of flux. It is like soft concrete or the liquid
14. "Some Thoughts on Armistice Day," November II, 

1923.
15. Op. cit., March 21 1926. .
16. "Is America Cultured," 2, September 26, 1926.
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running red from the crucible of a furnace. If it 
is properly shaped or molded in its state of fluid
ity all is well but if it becomes hard under ugly
patterns or is permitted to "Set" without direction,

17
so it remains until another upheaval;"

Seventh, personification and compari
son help to make a fact more vivid.

"Applied education builded the levees 
which made a garden out of a region as big as Bel
gium and Holland throim together, almost as large

18
as England with Wales taken out;"

Eighth^ similes bring out the dif
ferences in the personalities of two men who liv
ed in widely different spheres of activity:

"Valentj.no passed as a shadow made
by a fleecy cloud. Eliot lives as the mountain peak

19
against which the cloud is shattered."
Diction

In his volume on the technique of 
editorial writing, Leon Nelson Flint, of the '

4

University of Kansas, wrote. "In the matter of
17. Op.cit.. July 29, 1925.
18. "School Commencements," June 6 , 1926.
19. Op.cit., 2, Sept. 5, 1926.



diction the editor is not a purist. He never uses
words for wordfs sake. They are merely his tools,20
his means to an end." This rule Mr. Mooney ap- 
plied to such an extent that it is difficult.to 
point out particular excellencies in his choice of 
words; but any of the quotations used in this chap
ter, the writer believes, will show that Mr. Mooney 
had a feeling for words and know where to use them 
best.

4 On thè other hand, Mr. Mooney»s
only limitation seems to have been in his overuse
of certain colloquialisps; such as, "big," which
occurs more than two hundred times in the editorials
studied; "lot", which has a somewhat less frequency;
and "uhing", whiclj, in its multitudinous forms and*
combinations, is used a far greater number of times. 
It should be mentioned, too, that Mr* Mooney over
looked certain other words; for instance, in list
ing examples of hyperbole, few illustrations were 
found whose exaggeration did not result from the '

4.
use of one of the four” words, magnificent, tremend
ous* glorious, and colossal*________
20. Flint, Leon Nelson, The Editorial. 145. ~
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Considering the varied and exacting duties 
of a managing editor, however, and realizing the rapid
ity with which he must have composed his editorials, 
one is inclined not only to excuse Mr. Mooney’s faults 
in diction, hut to wonder that he did not make many 
more grave errors in technical English. Then, too,
Mr. Mooney dictated his editorials, as he told his
readers in his editorial expressing his love for

21
his work and all details connected with it; but

\ :$he did not countenance errors in his own columns 
nor in any other section of the paper. He stated 
this in no uncertain terms when he wrote:

"It is amazing that we do not make more 
blunders, but newspaper workers know their business.
If they haven’t gfct the* newspaper instinct‘they will 
never know it. If they don’t love the work they will 
fail. They avoid errors because an error in a news
paper sticks ut> like a sore thumb' . They also avoid

22
errors because errors are stupid."

/
4.

21. "One Young lady writes all the editorials 
the managing editor dectates," *TManily about 
a Newspaper," March 18, 1923.

22. Ibid. >
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CHAPTER IV.

More General Characteristics of C. P. J. Mooneyes
Style

Since a definition of argumentation in
cludes the purpose of convincing as well as that 
of persuading, all of the editorials studied may 
be said to be argumentative. The writer sought, 
at first, to classifyjthe editorials according to 
the four forms of prose composition; the effort 
resulted not in a classification, but rather ini
the conviction that description, naration, and ex
position were the major tools used by the editor
to teach people to think and, when occasion demand-* *
ed, to act upon their thinking.

I
"A Lesson in Radio”, the second editorial 

given in the Appendix to this volume is placed there 
to illustrate Mr. Mooney’s excellent powers of ex
position and description, and yet it is a splendid^ 
argument for a truth that he expressed thus:

”If we do more right than wrong and say more«
right than wrong things the effect of our influence
I. ”A lesson in Radio", January 21, 1923.



upon the world and the generations to come will be
2

felt in proportion,"
Narration in its strictest sense occurs in 

the editorials much less frequently than does eith
er exposition or description; but when Mr. Mooney 
chose to tell a story, there was no hesitancy, no 
feeling for effect, but simply a chain of incidents 
told in the order of their happening. In a single 
paragraph he gave the story of Herman Davis, who

k

wa3 listed by General Pershing as the fourth out
standing hero of the World War, -up to and beyond the 
time of his enlistment^

"Herman Davis was born in the northeastern 
part of Arkansas. His people were poor. He did 
not have much chance. ^He ploughed in the -fields.
He did day labor. He fished and he trapped. He 
knew little of the big world when the war came.
His school opportunities were slight but he knew 
that war had been declared. He knew that the Repub
lic was calling upon its sons. He sought at the '

4
beginning to enlist. He was rejected because he
was thought to be too frail. He might have escap-
ed service, but he did not will to dô  so. Finally
2. "Ibid. "—



he turned up in France in the II2th Infantry of the
29th Division. He got into the fighting in the 

3
fall of 1918*" This was preparatory to an appeal 
for funds to aid the American Legion in erecting 
a stone at the hero's grave.

Since Mr. Mooney's chief purpose lay in the 
field of argument, it is natural to suppose that 
some of the most marked characteristics of his style 
should be such that would contribute to his success 
in this field. This proved itself to be true, for 
Mr. Mooney's most individual characteristics in 
writing included, firs£, an editorial "drive"; second, 
the use of the historical argument; and third, one 
that went hand in hand with the second, the habit 
of cataloging or. »."piling up" examples to weight the 
force of his arguments. Added to these, Mr. Mooney's 
use of specific illustration, comparison and contrast, 
and satire and humor contributed to that high plane 
of intellectual appeal that served to make his read
ers debaters in their own minds. Moreover, Mr. '

4

Mooney possessed the ability to put bits of life
into epigrammatic sentences, and he added a prophe-

\
tic outlook that served to broaden the viewpoint
of his readers. The number of instances in which
3. "The Story of an Humble Hero", 2, September 23, 1923.



each of these qualities was found is given in 
the charts that follow.

In June of 1912 Mr. Mooney wrote, "The Com
mercial Appeal has been hammering for a packing

4
house for three years", and in May of 1926, four
teen years later, he reminded his readers that,
"We have been preaching in and out of season about
the things we have been talking of in this editor- 

5
ial." In both of these quotations the editor 
himself expressed tht idea which the writer wish
es to convey by the term editorial "drive". When 
Mr. Mooney wanted to impress his readers with thei
importance of a certain problem or the necessity 
for concerted action, he did not write a single 
editorial, nor two or three; he wrote again and 
again, sometimes at intervals, sometimes in suc
cession, stressing new developments, adding new 
illustrations, attacking from a different view
point, never stopping until his purpose was ac
complished. . /

A few examples will suffice to prove the 
truth of this point. In 1912 when the Democratic
party in Tennessee was divided into' tjie Regulars
4. "A United Effort for Memphis", I, June 16, 1912.
5. Ojd—cit•, May 50, 1926.
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___________ 6
_____I I ____general characteristics ________

: Ho* of Editorials with
:_________Instances______

Forms of .erose Composition: 1912x1925:19261 T____
: ; : :

Argumentation t 89 : 90 68 : 247
»
•

Exposition s 65 71
•

57 : 193
»
*

Description i 42 34 20 96
•
•

narration t 13 19 12 44
»-
•

•
«

•
*

* % f He . of Inst?inces.
Characteristics " ; I9I2iI923 1926* T
Editorial '•Drive*1, Series of

Editorials j 12. * 12 12
r

36
•
•

Historical Background i i 26 39 25 80
Cataloguing (Duplicate-of i 

Chart in Chapter III.) s 25 31 34 90
•

Specific Illustration s 92 201 262 555
Comparison (Duplicate of i 

Chart in Chapter?- III. 1 i 53 56
39

* 139
Contrast (Duplicate of t 

Chart in Chapter III.) t 25 24 19 68
♦
•

Satire * 33 30
:

25 : 88
r

Humor ? II 34
:

24 : 69
«
•>

Epigramantic Sentences s 35 53 79 169
»

PROPHETIC passages z 10 10 II
/

31



SUBJECTS TREATED IN SERIES OF EDITORIALS: EDITORIAL
"DRIVE"

1912 T9 2.3 • T9P.fi
Subjesta

No.of : 
_Ed__: FSnTi jfio.t.s

No.of :
TM . -? Îîn'h j aî>+. s No. o: 

™  -
State Dem- 
eratic 
Unity 15 !

World 
Peace and 
League 12 : Cotton 

: Situation 10
National
Politics 15 : Education 7 !

:State Gov- 
: ernor’s 
: Election 6

Flood and 
Flood Con
trol 10 :

Congres
sional
Action 5 :

:Deversifi- 
: cation 4National

Corrup
tion 6 :

Loeâ L May
or’s Elec
tion

t :
4 :

:World Peac< 
:and League

1
4

Democratic 
Nat. Camp. 
Fund 6 :

French Oc
cupation 
of Ruhr 3 :

:Fundament- 
: alism 4Balkan

War 4 :
Diversifi
cation 3 :

: Burden of 
:Taxation 3Law En

forcement 
in Memphis 3 :

Fundament
alism 3 :: Education 3Business 

Men’s clui 
Drive

!
3 :

3 :
fjupr en̂ .ty 
of Covt. 
K.K.K. 3 !

:Resources 
: of South 3

Crime in 
New York 3 :

Approach 
to Bridge 2 :

:Big Busi- 
:ness’s Con- 
:trol of Go\rt 3New Bridge 

at Memphis 3 :
Community 
Fund Drive 2 :

:Law and 
:Government 2Titanic

Disaster 2 :
Street Car 
Strike 2 :

:Prohi- 
: bition 2 ,Progress 

in Memphis 2 :
Prohi
bition 2 :

: Community 
:Fund Drive 2

\



and the Independents, Mr. Mooney, recognizing that 
that the opportune moment had arrived for a nation
al Democratic victory, began in January to offer 
a plan for the reconciliation of state factions, 
which he set forth in the editorial "Peace with 
Honor". From that time on he hammered, he drove, 
he wrote editorial after editorial, he accepted 
a new plan and worked for it, until the day of
election brought the success he had desired. Ten-< I
nessee elected a Republican governor but gave her*
electoral votes to Wilson. The titles of this
series are suggestive-of their contents, and their
dates are interesting:
"Peace with Honor", January 15, 1912.

» ̂
"The Problem in Tenness*ee", February II, 1912.
"The Tennessee Situation and the National Crisis”, 
February 25, 1912.

"Agree on Any Honest Plan— But Agree", March 8 ,
4

1912. . 1 

"Headlong to Defeat", March 12, 1912. «
"A Revolution, Then, If such Is Necessary To Save
Tennessee to the Democrats". March>17. 1912.



"A V&y to Victory", March 24, 1912.
"Division Means Disaster", March 31, 1912.
"Harmony or Defeat", May 7, 1912.
"Issues, Not Empty Talk, Will Win for Democrats 
in Tennessee", May 25, 1912.
"The Importance of the State Campaign", September 
4, 1912.
"The State Campaign", September 24, 1912.

All during the months that he kept up this 
"derive" Mr. Mooney published other series of argu
ments on problems of a no less vital nature. He 
hammered against the national Republican corrup
tion that had been exposed in Hearst’s Magazine; 
he preached law enforcement for Memphis; he argu
ed the fairness*, necessity, and advantages of♦
the United States Governments adoption a plan 
for flood control; he pushed local building pro
jects; he begged funds for the national Democra
tic campaign; and still he had time to .treat of 
those universal themes that touch men’s hearts. ' 

Mr. Mooney’s use of proof from historical
evidence can be illustrated no better than by

s 6his editorial "Jesus, the Perfect Man",
6 . OP-oit., Dec. 22, 1912. referred



referred to in Chapter I, and included in the 
Appendix. In this editorial the divinity of 
Our Lord, Jesus Christ, is proved by a "Catalogue” 
list of historical characters who preached sys
tems of ethics or religion that failed for one 
reason or another. Then, by elimination and con
trast, the editor brings his readers to the ir
resistible conclusion that the perfection of Our 
Savior*s life and teachings is the proof of His 
divinity. $

Mr. Mooney was a student of history in the*
broadest sense of the term. He knew Biblicali
history, Ancient and'Medieval, Napoleonic, colon
ial American, and Modern history. No matter
what the subject was, if it had an historical

♦
background, he gave it to his readers, and he
showed a perspective lacking in many men who
claim to know history rather well. Pershing,
he considered, would make a good president, and
he listed the men whom the United States had /
chosen as head of the government because of their

7
military successes. President Harding.* s show
of working in the wheat fields suggested to Mr.
7. "Did You Remember", I, April 7,1923.



Mooney the important part that wheat has played
in the affairs of peoples since the time of Boaz.
Mothers * Day reminded him of mothers who have

9
been celebrated in history and in legend, low
type presses suggested to him the history of print- 

10
ing, and new developments in science caused him

II
to review the history of medicine* So, every ques
tions, every topic to his mind fitted into that 
great scheme which he wrote of, in another sense, 
in^the following quotations.

®If we could catch the thought that*
God is omnipresent and that future, past and pre-
sent are the same with Him, that they are nothing
to Him, then we might find a lot of difficulties
that we have built up in our thought of Him not 

12 *> 
to exist. *

The practice of cataloging referred 
to already is exemplified in numbers of the edi
torials* At one time Mr* Mooney listed the min—

13
eral resources of the South? at another, he enum*?

14
erated the products of Arkansas* This faculty
8 . "From Boaz to Warren Gamaliel,w JCune 24, 1923.
9. "Mother^s Day Every Day’*, May 9, 1926.
IG.**Mainly About a newspaper1*, March 18, 1923* 
II***Op.Cit>. June 6, 1926.
I2*«0p-Cit., January I, 1926*
^."Mining and Mining**, March 14, 1926*
14.**Arkansas on Iflheels**, October 25, 1912.

8



for complete definiteness he carried over into 
the use of specific illustration, which is an 
excellent device for teaching people general con
cepts. In the second editorial to he found in

15
the Appendix, "A JLesson in Radio", the reader 
is asked to note the specific illustration in the 
seventeenth paragraph, where Mr* Mooney used the 
reaction to the dropping of a pebble into a body 
of water to illustrate the motion of sound waves.

* Besides h^s use of metaphor and simile,
figures that have their based in comparison, Mr.
Mooney showed a fondness for extended comparisonsi
and contrasts.

"Your Englishman is free, so is your
Frenchman," he wrote, "but in America the average» ̂ *
man is not only given the fullest liberty under

16
the law, but he is made comfortable.

Again he wrote, "This is Bastile week. 
July 14 is to France what our July 4 is to America.

4

Their objectives are the same, but there the rela-,
17

tionship stops."________________________'__________
15. Gp-Cit., January 2.1, 1912.
15. "Things Worthwhile in 150 Years", July 4, 1926.
17. Op-Cit., July II, 1926. ■
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Then he carried the contest further,
"Our July 4 finds us fairly prospering. This
July 14 finds the French government in a had way.

18
Its money is about to he destroyed."

In the one humorous editorial mention-
19

ed in Chapter III, "Mr. Ford ¿residential Timber", 
Mr. Mooney had the opportunity to ridicule the 
idea of man of Henry Ford^s limited education be
ing nominated for president; instead, he chose to

■4 |suggest that if a man*s success in one line of en
deavor should qualify him for holding the highest 
office within the gift -»of the nation, then Babe 
Ruth, Charlie Chaplin, or Jack Dempsey might be 
likely candidates.

In all his humor Mr. Mooney was mild; 
he never ridiculed. Even in his answer to the 
clever, sharp thrusts of Mencken, he made fun not 
of the man but the system he advocated.

"This being the case, Mr. Mehcken, 
if his forebears had been materialists, might

4.

have been a naked cocoanut eater or a barefoot 
18. Ibid.
19* "Mr. Ford ¿»residential Timber", I, June 3, 1923.



cannibal, a "long pig” for some other cannibal»**
One delightful feature of Mr. Mooney's 

sense of humor is that it showed itself in the 
most unexpected places; for instance, in urging 
contributions to the community fund, which cares 
for the aged, he wrote, "But these old men and old 
women have served their fellov/ citizens. They 
are entitled to reward for living so long in these 
days of diabetes, hig^ blood pressure, appendici
tis, meningitis, to say nothing of bad tonsils and 

21
bad teeth." i

In another’ instance, in writing of one
of our national problems, he mused thus;

"We have spent 22 years, more than 15
per cent of our life in big wars— the Revolution,
1812, Mexican, Civil, Spanish, and World.

"Some have said the Americans are not
a warlike people. Somebody said it was mighty good
they were not, because if they were they would be /

22
fighting all the time.1*
_______ ___ _ Mr. Mooney's satire cannot be said to
20» Op-cit., March 21, 1926» \
21» "You Cannot Live Forever’*, April 8,, 1926»
22. Op-cit.. July 4, 1926.

digger of snails; indeed he might have "been a
20
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have shovm itself in any one degree, for sometimes 
he was mild and humorous in his thrusts, again he 
was more blunt, using a sharper weapon, and in a 
few instances he was quite caustic in his expres
sions. In referring to the Klan his satire took 
a humorous turns

"What was done in Indiana shows how
money can he made in politics. Initiation fees
in a certain order were $10. The regalia cost $6.
There Is said to have been 400,000 initiations
in Indiana. That means $4,000,000 for initiations
and $2,400,000 for costumes. If that order had
been started a few years later the initiation fee
would probably have been $¡20 and the boys would
have sold silk nightshirts instead of cotton and

23
charged therefore $2 0.0 0."

In his criticism of H* G. Wells Mr. 
Mooney was more blunt, bpt no less humorous:

"We have just finished wading through 
a book written by H. G. Wells. It is his latest

4.

novel. It is two volumes deep. When we finished
the first we started into reading the second volume\
to find out if possible why Mr. Wells ywrote the 

24
book,"_____________________________________________
23. "Deflating American Politics", October 24, 1926.
24. Op-cit., JSov. 21, 1926.



Concerning Mr, Borah, who opposed Wilson*s
plan for participation in world affairs, Mr, Mooney
was more bitter in his satire:

”Borah, the sacrosanct leader who puts a
halo of righteousness over his head every morning,
also went to Illinois and the ’Hook the Kaiser’

25
crowd gave both a magnificent reception.”

In the introduction to this chapter it
was mentioned that the qualities of style so marked
in lir. Mooney’s work contributed to the intellectual
force of his arguments. In the presentation of
data to prove his points, Mr, Mooney never displayed
passion, though he was a man of strong convictions.
If his mind was closed to argument on any one topic,
the writer should>say that it was on the question
of prohibit on, which he regarded as a closed issue 

26
in 1923” and whose partial victory in the national

27
elections of 1926 he deplored. But, Mr. Mooney’s 
appeal was primarily to men’s intellect; ‘then, if

c /there were an emotional side that could not have
4

been overlooked, he added the weight of strong 
feeling to that of intelligence to mpve men’s wills.
_________Scample after example of Mr. Mooney’s_______
25»”What the Two Parties Are Doing”, May 2, 1926.
26. ”Sounds like Nullification”, June 3, 1923.
27. ”Two Election Disappointments”, November 7, 1926.



splendid power of intellectual appeal could be 
cited, but in comparison the examples of direct 
emotional appeal are few. Their happy combination 
is illustrated in the editor’s defense of the French 
occupation of the Ruhr district, against which 
England, through Lloyd-George, had sought to arouse 
American sentiment. After showing how Germany had 
deliberately thrown her government into bankruptcy 
to avoid payment of the French debt. Mr. Mooney 
appealed to men’s intellectual sense of fairness, 
when he wrote: *

«France must either be paid or go into
bankruptcy. France resolved to take the only
chance possible for her own salvation. Her armies
moved into the Rxî r. They will be justified to♦
settling down throughout all Germany, just as
Bismarck quartered his armies on the French people
until the last franc of the 1870 indemnity was 

28
paid.” 4

Further on, he appealed to the feelings '
4-

of those Americans who had suffered through the war,
ffiien he wrote;__________________________ ’___________ _
28. **The cause of France Is Just”, February 4,

.1923. ' *
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"The so-called pacifists inveigh against
the French army of 800,000 men. THAT FRENCH ARMY
TODAY IS THE ONLY COUNTER FORCE IN EUROPE AGAINST
A RISING TIDE OF AN1RCHY, BOLSHEVISM? AND COMMUNISM*
It is the only thing that will force the German
nation to pay a debt which it incurred in reveling

29
in the blood and death of other people.w

Perhaps no quality of an editor*s work can 
add more to his popularity than that of universality
of the ability to put truths that all men recognize

< t
into happy phraseology where meaning outweighs 
words. Such ability not only presupposes a knowledge 
of human nature but it .also indicates the philosophic 
mind. Besides a few of the quotations already given
in this volume, several more dealing with a variety

* % * of topics will serve to ^rove that Mr. Mooney
possessed this ability in a high degree:»

First, he wrote on culture, nArt and culture
cover everything that commands and attracts the

30 t
brain through our senses”; . 1

Second, concerning a method of resting, he
31

stated, ”A man can get rest by changing pace”;
29. Ibid. s
30. Op.cit., 2, September 26, 1926. '•
31. Op.cit., June 13, 1926.
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Third, he commented on human nature, *̂ lany
people are more influenced by fads and fancies than 

32
by facts”; and, "Man either exaggerates the thing
he sees, or exaggerates his own imnortance in rela- 

33
tion to it";

Fourth, concerning abuses in government,
he wrote, "American people are being bought and

34
paid for in various states"; "The United States

35
Senate has become complacent to Privilege"; and,
"Men controlling money are organizing America for 

* 3$
their sole benefit"; *

Fifth, he scored hypocrisy, "Uplift and
iservice are at times, like liberty, turned into

drugs that make people blind, thoughtless, sleepy 
37

and stupid"; and, "People are beginning to see
 ̂ * 

that under the cover of partiotism, love of country
and national honor, business greed, big business

38
and personal ambition move forward"; and

Sixth, he paid tribute to those whom all
4

mankind loved, "The mothers will be the last line. /
of guardians of our civilization when all others
32. Op.cit..2f September ~5, TQSfi. ~
33. Ibid.
34. "A Fearful Crime May Reap a Fearful Penalty",2,

August I, 1926.
35. Op.cit., February 28, 1926.
36. Op.cit., 2, August, I, 1926.
37. Op.cit., February 28, 1926.
38. Op.cit., April 7, 1926



have given up the fight.n
Along with the ability to grasp general 

truth and phrase it to catch the reader*s attention, 
a writer frequently possesses a prophetic sense, a 
vision of the likely outcome of present conditions. 
But, in order that he may look into the future and 
predict results or events, one must have a knowledge 
of history and a broad view of human nature's re
actions to given stimuli. That C. P. J. Mooney 
should have had such £ power, the reader may have 
concluded already, for his knowledge of human nature 
and the history of mankind has been pointed out; 
but the best proof of an ability to predict lies 
in the fulfillment of the predictions. So, Mr. 
Mooney's prophetis. powers have been verified, for 
he lived to see some of his predictions come true, 
and those who have survived him have witnessed the 
fulfillment of others since his death. Moreover, 
there are others in the process of verification 
now, and those who live a few more years will be '

4
able to testify as to their truth.

In 1912 Mr. Mooney made a sweeping state-
\

ment, "This republic of China may be a"failure,
39. Op.cit., April 9, 1926. “

39
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but the people of China are marching towards repre
sentative government, to individual freedom, and
they and all the other people of the earth will have 

40
it;n that came to be almost wholly true after the 
World War.

In 1912, too, Mr. Mooney wrote "But with
the English navy destroyed, the United States
could maintain the Monroe Doctrine only by having
on the high seas, ship for ship and gun for gun
with'‘Germany. And wit A the United States so
fortified afloat, the German himself would accept
the present status as ar̂  established fact. But
if the Germans had Twenty Per Cent More Gun-Power

41
Than W$, There Might Be Trouble." Less than two 
years elapsed befs.se trouble began; it came home 
to America in 1917.

In 1923 Mr. Mooney’s priae in the Commer
cial Appeal circulation and his enthusiastic love 
of Memphis’ population to have reached a number 
higher than 255,000; when Mr. Mooney wrote that

4

sentence Memphis probably claimed to have 180,000 
people. \
40: "The United States of China", February 14, 1912. 
41. "Our Interest in the European Situation", 

December 13, 1912.
(



In the same year in which Mr. Mooney made 
his prediction about Memphis* growth, he also fore
told that «Mr. Ford has not settled down in the
business of giving away his fortune yet, but after a-

43
while he will.« This past year heard Mr. Ford verify
the editor*s statement.

Five months before his death, Mr. Mooney
wrote «During the next 33 years the automobiles
and airplanes may strike at the very heart of the 

44
railroads.**‘ - Because she was writing a comparison 
of conditions in 1890 with those pf 1926, Mr. Mooney 
chose to make his prediction cover a period of 
more than thirty years; the prediction’s truth is 
the cause of a serious economic situation now, in 
a little more thar̂  three years* time.

To give anything like a representative
list of Mr. Mooney’s predictions on the direful
effect of a possible repeal of the Eighteenth 
Amendment, the revolution that will come when people 
wake up to the fact that «Big Business« is taking '
over the government, the use of scientific methods
in the next war, and kindred topics is impossible;
but it would be an injustice to Mr. Mooney and to 
45. «Mr, Ford, Other Folks and Things", May 6, 1923 
44. "Pictures Made in »90 and *26," June 27, 1926. O
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the cause he advocated to omit two quotations that 
scored a policy of isolation and selfishness.

"Let a nation live for itself alone, by it
self alone, regardless and oblivious of other nations,

45
and finally that nation will perish", he warned
the people of America and concerning the author of
what he believed to be the greatest instrument for
peace and amity among nations, he made a prophecy
alluded to in Chapter I. Selecting the first three
Americans who contributed to our national life and
to our unified strength, he wrote:

"One of these swas Washington, another was
Jackson, the third might be a matter of argument.
Our mind is definite, but more would dispute with
us now as to thiS>person than will dispute With an
editor of the Commercial Appeal about fifty years

46
from this January, 1926."

45. Op, c i t 1922. *
46. Op.cit., January 10, 1926. ,

*
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3. National
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(13) "Bailey a False Prophet", July I&.
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(15) "A Treatise oh the Ideal Republic", Aug. 8
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\
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(25) "Men and Office at Price", Oct. 3.
(26) "Money or a Collapse", Oct. II.'*■ *
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4
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M
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(18) ”Warreii Gamaliel Harding", Aug. 4.
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4
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(5) «Where a Cancer Cure Is Needed«, Feb. 28.
(6) «An Englishman Saw but Did Not See Enough«.

April 4. *
(7) «The Tor|ih of Jefferson«, April II.
(8) «What the Two Parties Are Doing«, May 2.*
(9) «Vacations and How To Have Them«, June 15.

i
(10) «Things Worth While in 150 Years«, July 18.
(11) «Lawyers and Crime«, July 18.
(12) «A Fearful Crime May Reap a Fearful Penalty« 
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(16) «Deflating American Politics«. Oct. 24.

/
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4. Sectional
a. 1912 ^

(1) «The Situation As It is«, April 7.
(2) «The High Waters«, April 13.
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(5) "Ag&in the Bridge", Feb. 18. *
(6) "Orderly Progress vs. a Booijj", March 4.
(7) "Mainly about a Newspaper", March 18.
(8) "The Lure to Negroes", May 8.
(9) "Maybe, Another Drive", June 17.

.  /
(IQ) "False Statements for Business", June 8.

4

(11) "Pictures That Tell a Story", July 8.
(12) "Substitute Cotton for TTheat and This

Story Hits You in the ^e", July 25.
(13) "A Great Gathering of Able Men", Aug. 16.
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(14) "Hope and Credit vs. Cream, Hogs and
»aigs»", Dec. 9.

(15) "The Country Adjacent to Memphis Served by
the Commercial Appeal", Dec. 25.

(16) "The Memphis— Californian",,Dec. 30.
c. 1926.

(1) "Strangling Justice», Jan 15*
(2) "A Road's Birthday", Feb. 14.
(3) "When the Rich Are Poor", Feb. 21.
(4) "Changing Masters", March 7.i
(5) "Mining^, and Mining", March 14.
(6) "Again Tennessee and the South",

March 21.
(7) "What Is'Going On in the South", March 28.
(8) "The Government as a Farm Manager", May 23.
(9) "The Advancing South", May 30.

- *>
(10) "Pictures*Made in *90 and *26", June 27.
(11) "Cotton, Silver and Falling Money", Sept. gg.
(12) "In Organization There is Strength", Oct 3*
(13) "The Fighting Chance", Oct. 10.

4

(14) "The Governors and Cotton", Oct. 13.
.  /

(15) "Up and DoingW, Oct. 15. *

(16) "Other Things than Cotton", Oct. 24.
(17) "A Plan That Saves Gorton from Collapse", 

-Qct. 30.
(18) "A Challenge to the South", Oct. 31.
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(19) "Kentucky and Tennessee", Oct. 31.
(SO) "The Chain Must Be Complete", Nov. 7.
(21) "More Uses for Cotton", Nov. 18.

5. State
a. 1912

(1) "Peace with Honor ", Jan. 15.
(2) "The Problem in Tennessee", Feb. II.
(3) "Agree on Any Honest Plan— But Agree",

March 8 .
(4) "A Revolution, Then, If Such Is Necessary

To Savf Tennessee to the Democrats", March 17.
(5) "A Way to Victory", March 24.
(6) "The Harvest of Folly", April 9.i
(7) "A Way to Victory”, April 14.**» p • ’ .• —,
(S) "Harmony or Defeat", May 7.
(9) "Is|ues, Not Bapty Talk, Will, win for 

Democrats in Tennessee", May 25.
(10) "Better Be Particular", Aug. II.
(11) "The State Campaign", Sept. 24.

b. 1926
*

(1) "Let the Moral Forces of Tennessee Think
It Over", July 29. '

(2) "Why This Paper Supports Peay for Reelection,
Aug. I.

(3) "Today’s Election", Aug, 5.
(4) "The Country Comes to Town", Sept. 19.
(5) "A Call to the Colors", Oct. 22.

6. Local
a. 1912
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£l) "Get In on This Quick", Jan. 7.
(2) *!Meniphis As It Is", Feb. 9.
(3) "To Whom It May Concern", March 5.
(4) "Foolish Exaggerations", April 5*
(5) "Do your Duty", April 9.
(6) "Don,t Rob Memphis", April 9.
(7) "Should Be Quickly Secured", June 4*
(8) "This Concerns You and Yours", June 14*
(9) "A United Effort for Memphis", June 16.*

(10) "The Hu|hes Case and Other Cases", June 16.
(lit) "Chance for a New Bridge across the 

River", July 25.
i

(12) "A Free Bridge for Memphis", July 26.
(13) "Finish Up This Work and Keep Other Men

from Doing Your Work," July 27.
(14) " Gateway,on a Sea-to«Sea Highway, July 28.
(15) "Big Things for Memphis", Aug. 4.
(16) "A Summers Work", Aug. 29.
(17) "Hats Off to the Colonel", Sept. 26.
(18) "The Rights of Justice*!, Sept. 29. 

b. 1923
4,

(1) "A Colossal Enterprise That Means Much to
this City and Territory",. Jan. 12.

(2) "What Memphis Has to Offer", March 4.
(3) "Protest against the Water gill", March 16.
(4) "A Stab at the Growth of Memphis and for

the Politicians", March 29.
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4

(5) "Old Neighbors", April 7.
(6) "The Community Cheat", April 12.
(7) "Bad for the By-stander", April 17.
(8) "Some Interesting Sections in the Community

Fund", April 18.
(9) "The Fair Way Out", April 18.

(10) "Springtime Gossip*, May 13.
(II( "A Night Patrol for the Outlying Suburbs 
V-.-r- should Be put On, May 25.
(12) "Somthing For Nothing", Oct 7.- -  .. !..
(13) "A Record That Mérité Endorsement*?,Oct 14.
(14) "Consult the Best Interest of Memphis",

Oct. 30.t
(15) "Your Voice for a High Resolve", Nov. 4.
(16) "To those Who Will Vote Thursday", Nov. 7.
(17) "Wh^re the Frail Are Made Stout", Dec. 22.
(18) "Killing The Little Trees", Dec. 22.

c. 1926

(1) "Back Those Men With Cash", jan. 13.

(2) "Take On a Little More Culture", March 2.
(3) "You Cannot Live Forever", April 8* '
(4) "Complete Your Duty", May I.

(5) "This Is a White Primary, Colored Peonle
Can Vote in County Election, but Nothin 
Governor*s Race", Aug. 3.
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(6) «The Election in Shelby**, Aug. 6.
(7) "The Fair Opens Saturday**, Sept. 24.
(8) "Property Rights Created To Be

Unlawfully Used Has No Rights in the 
Courts", Oct. 21.

7. Localities other than Memphis
a 1912 i

(1) "New York*s Gory and Shame", July 20.
(2) "Respectable Graft and Vulgar Graft

Makes the System in New York", Aug. 18.
(3) "The Recall of Judges", Sept 8.
(4) "Arkansas on Wheels." Oct. 25.



APPENDIX

Estimates of Mooney as an Editor

The opinions listed in this chapter are divided 
into two groups: those expressed at the time of Mooney’s 
death, and those written two years later, at the time 
of the dedication of the C. P. J. Mooney Memorial Library 
in Memphis.
A. Tributes expressed at the time of Mooney*s death:

A "An ideal newspaper man in the eyes of many a 
younger contemporary, a gatherer of news, a fighter, 
s foe of the stupid editorial, a community builder, a

i'
man who wanted to do things and who got them done— such 
a man was C. P. J. Mooney, a working editor."

Editor and Publisher. N. Y., Nov. 24, 1926.» -t " * *
4r

"Mr. Mooney will be missed. He will be missed 
by those who carry on the publication of his paper! He 
will be missed by his state companions of the press. He 
will be missed by the good city in which he has made his 
nome for many years. But the work he has done has been 
of character that will go on, even when his mortal part 
lies silently in the grave."

_____________ Captain Wm. Rule, Knoxville Journal
I. Nashville Banner. Nov. 25. 1926.'" ' ''--------



nI feel that in the passing of C. P. J. Mooney 
the South has lost its leading editor. His editorial 
influence, so constructive and wide-reaching, will be 
greatly missed. His absence at annual gatherings of the 
Associated Press and other newspaper mettings will be 
sorely felt by those of us who have learned to look to him 
for advice."

N. S. Foster, publisher of 
Leaf-Chronicle, Clarksville, 2 
Tennessee.

"The sudden death yesterday of Mr. Chas. P. J.
^ , »

Mooney* of the Memphis Commercial Appeal removes one of the
best known and most thoroughly trailed newspaper men in
the United States. Mr. Mooney brought to the making of
his newspaper both information and character and rendered
it a conspicuous advocate of progressive Southern sentiment.
Independent and courageous, as well as enterprising, he♦
threw the influence of the Commercial Appeal against the
Ku Elux Elan Mien it seemed most powerful and gained
national recognition for the boldness and efficiency of
that crusade." ,

Editorial in New York Times. '
Nov. 25, 1926. *

"A powerful editorial writer, Mr. Mooney’s brilliant
success was owed largely to his abilities as a newspaper
executive. His natural gifts as a newspaper man were enhanced 
2. Ibid. ----------------------— ---------------
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by his metropolitan training and experience.”
Editorial, New Orleans 
Tiifres-Picayune, Nov. 23, 1926.

wThe wide range of his activities as a newspaper
man and his long and able service in many different
capacities in that field had given him (Hr. Mooney)an
extensive acquaintance, a great many friends among
members of the newspaper profession, and an enduring
fame as a leader in his profession."

St. Louis Globe Democrat,
Nov. 23, 1926.■* f

"Death found him where he probably would have
wished it, in his office. Mr. Mooney was a man

s
who combined an unfailing enthusiasm for everything
that went into the composition and technique of a
newspaper, with the highest appreciation of the respan- * ̂ *
sibilities of Journalism. He was the originator of 
many of the altered modes in "dress" and make-up of

V.

modern newspapers while he was managing editor in 
New York. For a cub reporter to interview him during 
that period of his career.was to receive a lessor; in 
the art of the interview and the display of news as 
Mr. Mooney, with a paper spread out on. the floor, 
got down on his hands and knees to'point out how
stories should be written and how they should be placed



“Few men have had as definite a goal or as 
excellent natural equipment for attaining it, and 

few have litfed a life as fullcof work and achieve

ment as C. P. J. Mooney.”
Louisville Courier-Journal,

B* Tributes at the time of the dedication of the 
Mooney Memorial Library, sent in the form of let
ters to Dr. H. A. Morgan, President of the University
of Tennessee, quoted in the Commercial Appeal of

3
November 28, 1928:

“Charles Patrick Joseph Mooney’s life is an
inspiration to newspapermen everywhere because his

s
career demonstrated what a force a newspaper man can
be if he has ability, courage and an eye single to
the public welfare.”

* ̂
Edward J. Meeman, Knoxville 
News-Sentinel.

"C. P. J. Mooney was one of the outstanding 
newspaper men of his generation. As an editor and - 
as an exedutive, he had few equals.”

E. B. Stahlman, Nashville Banner.
4

“Journalism lost a great and splendid leader
in the late C. P* J. Mooney. There was no finer
3. “Editors Pay Tribute”, Commercial AppeaTj 

-Nov• 28, 1928.



editor or citizen than Mr. Mooney, and his passing 
was a severe loss to his paper, his friends and 
his country. Always a friend of education, it is 
particularly appropriate that the library building 
at Memphis should be dedicated as a memorial to him;'

Clark Howell, Atlanta Constitution.
"The ability of Charles Patrick Joseph Mooney 

as editor and publisher was generally recognized.
He stood high in his profession and allied him
self always with forward movements.— I v/as his 
friend and he was mine. So I am glad not that my 
friend has gone, but 1jhat the earth he laughed and 
lived upon was my earth, too— that I haa closely 
known and loved him, and that my love I*d shown."

•>Kent Cooper, General Manager of 
Associated Press.

"It is most appropriate that his memory should 
be preserved particularly by one of the leading 
institutions of learning in Tennessee, for above 
all Mr. Mooney was a super educator. To the many 
who knew and admired him he stands on some high 
peak as a colossal symbolic figure with arms out
stretched and holding in either hand the torches 
of intelligence and information blazing at white heat. /



87

Adolph S. Ocha, New York Times.
**As one who for years was the editor of a competitive 

paper in Memphis I can say that never once wns it 
known that G. P. J. Mooney took an unfair advantage 
of a competitor or of a patron. Claptrap and chican
ery were foreign to his makeup. Mooney hated fraud.
He did not stoop to unfair competition. Never did he 
resort to expediency to coddle subscribers, please
advertisers or gain political favor or prestige

* I.
for himself or his newspaper. Calling on his reser
voir of truth and facts, Mooney*s great, clear mind 
readily determined t h h true course, and that course 
his paper followed, regardless of possible conse
quence.**

* ̂ 4 ' T. E.* Sharp, Memphis Press-Scimitar.
**I think that Kentucky made a contribution of

incalculable value not only to Tennessee but to
the whole South, and indeed the country at large

4

through the medium of this son of Kentucky. He 
built wisely and well upon honorable foundation 
of the Memphis Commercial Appeal and developed it 
into a constructive influence of power and use- 
fulness throughout its territory, and he 10ft it
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in the front rank not only of southern newspapers 
but ranking high in comparison with any in.the Union. 
C. P. J. Mooney was distinguished himself not only 
for energy and ability, but for candor, for courage, 
for judgment and forsight, and with all he was 
essentially simple and humane. He was a great editor 
and a great publisher as well, and he deserved and 
I believe he had the respect and admiration and 
indeed the affeetion of all of those who were pri
vileged to know the |uan and his work.”

Robert W. Bingham, Louisville 
Courier-Journal.

s
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APPENDIX

Sunday, December 22, 1912.

JESUS, THE PERFECT MAN.
There is no other character in history like 

that of Jesus.
As a preacher, as a doer of things, and as a 

philosopher, no man ever had the sweep and vision 
of Jesus.

A human analysi| of the human actions of Jesus 
brings to view a rule of life that is amazing in•N.
its perfect detail.

i
The system of ethics Jesus taught during His 

earthly sojourn 2,000 years ago was true then, has
been true in every country since and will be true* % *forever.

Plato was a great thinker and learned in his 
age, hut his teachings did not stand the test of 
time. In big things and in little things time and

4

human experience have shown that he erred. ,
Marcus Arelius touched the reflective mind of

the world, but he was as cold and austere as brown mar-
\
" t

The doctrine of Confucius gave a great nation

ble.



moral and mental dry rot.
The teachings of Buddha resulted in mental 

and moral chaos that makes India derelict.
Mohammed offered a system of ethics which was 

adopted by millions of people. Now their children 
live in deserts where once there were cities, along 
dry rivers where once there was moisture, and in 
shadows of gray, barren hills, where once there
was greenness.

< I.
Thomas Aquinas was a profound philosopher, but

parts of his system have been abandoned.
i

Francis of Assissi was Christlike in his saint
liness, but in some things he was childish.

Thomas a Kempis’ Imitation of Christ is a thing
*>

of rare beauty and sympathy, but it is, as its 
name indicates, only an imitation.

Sir Thomas More’s Utopia is yet a dream that 
cannot be realized.

4

Lord Bacon writing on chemistry and medicine, 
under the glasses of the man in a twentieth century 
laboratory is puerile.

The world’s most learned doctors until a hund
red and fifty years ago gave dragon’s blood and the
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ground dried tails of lizards and shells of eggs 
for certain ailments. The great surgeons a hundred 
years ago bled a man if he were wounded.

Napoleon had the world at his feet for four 
years, and when he died the world was going on 
its way as if he had never lived.

Jesus thought little as to property because 
He knew there were things more important than 
property. He measured property and life, the body 
arid soul, at their Jxact relative value. He taught 
much as to character because character is of more 
importance than dollars.

Other men taught us to develop systems of gov
ernment. Jesus taught so as to perfect the minds 
of men, Jesus looked ^o the soul, while other men 
dwell on material things.

After the experience of 2,000 years no man 
can find a flaw in the governmental system as out
lined by Jesus.

Czar and kaiser, president and socialist give 
to its complete merit their admiration.

No man today, no matter whether he follows the 
doctrine of Mills, Marx or George as to property, 
can find a false principle in Jesus» theory of 
property.



In the duty of a man to his fellows no arciologist 
has ever approximated the perfection of the doctrine 
laid down hy Jesus in His Sermon on the Mount.

Not all the investigation of chemists, not all 
the discoveries of explorers, not all the experiences 
of rulers, not all the historical facts that go to 
make up the sum of human knowledge on this day in 
1912 are in contradiction to one word uttered or 
one principle laid down by Jesus.
* The human experience of 2,000 years show that 

Jesus never made a mistake. Jeaus never uttered 
a doctrine that was t̂ rue at that time and then be
came obsolete.

Jesus spoke the truth; He lived the truth; and 
truth is eternal. *

History has no record of any other man leading 
a perfect life or doing everything in logical order. 
Jesus is the only person whose every action and 
whose every utterance strike a true note in the 
heart of every man born of woman. He never said'

4.

a foolish thing, never did a foolish act, and never 
dissembled. \

No peet, no dreamer, no philosopher loved 
humanity with the love that Jesus bore toward all
men
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Who then was Jesus?
He could not have been merely a man, for there 

never was a man who had two consecutive thoughts 
absolutely in truthful perfection.

Jesus must have been what Christendom proclaim 
Him to be— a divine being— Or He could not have 
been what He was. No mind but an infinite mind 
could have left behind those things which Jesus 
gav§ to the world as heritage.

s'

•>



Sunday, January 21, 1923.

A LESSGK.IN EADIG
Last night the Commercial Appeal formally opened 

its radio broadcasting station. The official letter 
of the station is WMC.

Geographically WMC.i iSj.less than three miles west 
of the 90th meridian and about 10 miles north of the 
35th parallel.

The 90th meridian cuts through the eastern part 
of Memphis and the 35-flh parallel is the south line 
of Tennessee.

The towers of the broadcasting station are on 
top of the Commercial Appeal Building. The broad
casting rooms are on the fourth floor. Three
rooms are used. .Qne room holds a motor, which*
in the operation consumes a small amount of electric 
energy. In the second room are broadcasting im
plements proper. There are three of them. They 
are about as large as office filing cabinets.
Each is about six feet high' by two feet broad and '

4

wide. In these cabinets are various devices which 
we do not understand and you would not understand 
if we attempted to tell you about them'- in type.



The adjacent room is the studio. It is lined 
with felt. It is thickly carpeted. The windows 
are heavily curtained. In this room are a piano, 
a comfortable sofa, some chairs and a table. On 
this table there is a pot of beautiful flowers.
Near the middle of the room is an instrument about 
as large in circumference as a tin pie pan, the 
same being about eight inches across. It is 
like two pie pans put face to face together. In 
this instrument are'a number of perforations.
These perforations are covered .with a fine screen. 
From this instrument p. wire leads to the main broad
casting room.

When the station is running any sound in the 
studio, no matter at what point, is picked up 
by the little instrument which is called a micro
phone, conveyed into the broadcasting room and 
there that sound is amplified and shot from the 
room up a wire to the wires in the air-above the 
building and off of these' wires it scatters to *

4

the four corners of the earth— at a speed of three 
hundred million meters a second— as fast as light, 
faster than sound coming from the blow of an ax 
or the shot of a gun. If you have a proper re
ceiving set you can hear it.
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The broadcasting room proper takes the sounds coming 
in from the studio and develops them. It puts them 
into such shape that they can travel far. The re
ceiving set which may be within a mile of Memphis 
or within a thousand miles, draw down these sounds 
to a point where they can be translated through 
the receiving set into the same volume they had 
when they came from the key of a piano or from the 
mouth of the singer or speaker in the studio.
4 The scientific rlen say that when the radio 

broadcasting machine is in operation it sends forth 
a constant stream of energy. The human voice or 
any other sound-producing instrument causes this 
stream to vibrate up and down.

Draw a straight line. That is your constant 
stream of energy. Now take a pencil up and down 
on paper and you have a diagram of about what 
the sound does to the constant stream.

So the length and frequency of these vibra
tions make the sound which finally strikes your

4.

ear.
The word "radio" covers many things. It is 

not apt as to some of these things. " The word 
"radio" and the word ”ray” have the same Root.

'
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The word "radio” originally had to do with 
radius.

The "ray of light was concepted in the an
cient as spokes shooting out from the hub of a 
wheel or, as Homer*s description of Aurora, the 
rosy fingered Daughter of Dawn. "Radiation" is 
from the same root.

So "Radio" is good in that it has to do with 
shooting of energy through air. This energy may 
bd in the form of light, heat, or it may unmask 
itself in sound.

We hear of a broadcasting station reaching 
a receiving station a thousand miles away. In 
every truth the broadcasting station reaches all 
points a million miles away if these million 
miles are in the realms of other or whatever the 
material thing is that envelopes the earth.

The sound of a broadcasting station never dies.
You may not get this, but this will help you:
Did you ever drop a pebble into the surface of

4.

a silent pool? Do you remember how the waves from 
the pebble, circular in form, go out in every 
direction? If the pool is small you'' see the waves 
strike its rim— If the pool is large your human



eye may not see the waves as they strike the rim, 
but they strike.

A ship is blown against a rocky shore of the 
sea. The water reaches over it and then the water 
is thrown back in a great wave. You may see the 
onrushing wave with your eye for a mile, but after 
the disturbance on the surface of the ocean can 
no longer be measured by your eye it goes on. The 
disturbance of the water which created the big 
wave continues and continues until it strikes the 
far shore of the ocean.

The air is filled with noises. All that men 
say, projected by no greater force than the human 
lips, goes hurling through the air into space in
definite. *>

So if we have a receiver properly timed, what 
strange things it would pull out of the air, and 
throw against our ears and through our ears go 
into our brains.

/
Everything that has been said since man began 

to speak and since thunder broke through the night 
is yet re-echoing. The last shoutNof the victor, 
the last groan of the dying are yet in the air.
The last word that Christ said when he was about
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to yeild up His soul might he heard this moment if 
a human ear could he attuned to it.

This thing of energy will go on until the end 
of ti$e. Energy is always active. Everything is 
on the move. Nothing is absolutely still, absolutely 
still, absolutely quiet, absolutely inert.

Then we may begin to see how far reaching are 
the consequences of things done.

Marc Antony said something about the evil that 
men do living after*.them and the good being interred 
with their bones. At that particular time Marc 
was demagoging. He knew that part of what he said 
was not true. The evil that men do lives after 
them and the good that men do lives after them.
An evil act injures our neighbors and our.neighbors* 
neighbors; a good act helps our neighbors and our 
neighbors* neighbors.

So may we not draw a moral lesson from this 
broadcasting station, like unto it, remembering 
that the consequences of wrong and the consequences

4,
of right are lasting?

If we do more right than wrong and say more 
right things than wrong things the effect of our 
influence upon the world and the generations to
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come will be felt in proportion.
Just as we hope our machine will broadcast 

good instead of evil, may not we in our daily 
journeys up and down the lanes of the world broad
cast a good influence by right living rather than a 
bad influence by wrong living.

The Commercial Appeal spent many thousands of
dollars in the construction of its broadcasting

<  I .

station. The material reward to this paper will
be nothing. But the Commercial Appeal dedicates

ithis broadcasting station to the use of its friends 
and readers. It is theirs to enjoy and if we can 
contribute something to their knowledge and enter- 
tainment or to their advance ment intellectually 
or spiritually we shall feel amply repaid for what 
we have done.

Get your receiver and cut in.
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SUMMARY.

WHY C.P. MOONEY IS WORTHY of NOTE.

One wonders where to begin to start to sum 
up what C.P. Mooney has done for journalism. Perhaps 
if he were writing it he would tell it in a line o r two. 
From the foregoing chapters and appendix it is easily 
seen that Mr. Mooney's brain and hands made the Commer
cial Appeal the Influential paper of the Coéton ^elt. 
Every Industrial step in the progress of this section 
found a friend in him. Mooney's writings revolution
ized the economic conditions of the South. Through 
his efforts a diversification of crops was started.
The Memphis territory was a one crop country . That 
crop was cotton.

* *Mr. Mooney's specifilc for this complaint was*
then unique to the newspaper world, fte wrote, ar
ranged and placed in hi^spaper an advertising cam
paign to promote the idea of diversified farming. The 
drive staiJted with a three- inch advertisement printed 
daily on the editorial page. Under the same heading each 
day, the text furnished the local farmers with perti
nent suggestions for bettering their present condition. 
The heading was merely, "Farmers Attentiort.'"

Other editors were first to notice Mr. Mooney's



102

copy. They began to clip and reprint it. In two years 
£he sound reasoning of this man sank Into the minds 
of the farmers. They commenced to form business and 
farmers‘ organizations and within five years they went 
in heavily for diversified farming.

Mr. Mooney's best weapon was the editorial, in 
his hands it was a broadsword wielded with sweeping 
stroke, and sometimes a dagger for sharp thrusts, it 
was the weapon he used chiefly against the Ilan. tte 
reasoned with rather than mocked the organizers of that 
secret body, He proved that the Klan was out of line 
with the Constitution.

Probably no editqr in the country has had more of 
his editorials on subjects of general interest read 
from the floor of the Senate and the House and subse
quently reproduced inthe Congressional Record. He*
always remembered the South's part in the building of 
the nation, tie never let the glories of the past dis
tract attention from the future opening upon the sec
tion. Horace Sreely cried "Go West , yougg man, Go 
West." Mooney sounded the clarion cry "Stay South, and 
share the progress attendant upon the development of 
this section'.1' His career demonstrated what a force a 
Journalist can be, if he has ability, the courage of 

his convictions and champions the right cause.



Mr. Mooney was fearless in his denunciation of the 
trend of modern writers. On Sunday the day before his 
death, there appeared a double column ten point decla
ration. The greater part of this editorial assails 
M.G.Wells, whom he called “the Babbitt of modern llter- 
ature'.* So scathing was his attack on so called intel
lectuals that their books had few sales in Memphis.

Mooney's vision and courage made him an independ
ent and fearless Journalist, i'ew men have better under
stood or more highly appreciated humanity, ne was in- 

* t . .

terested in every thing that interested his fellow man. 
There was no subject too commonplace none requiring er- 
uditionthat was not worthy of his time and attention.
**e was equally at home when writing in the fields of 
economics, of science, of politics, of national and world 
affairs, he was broad*and catholic in his views. Me 
was often uncompromising but never Intolerant. He was 
above all a man of God. Catholic-Protestant,Jew found 
him the same, but he strictly adhered to the Faith of
his fathers. Me did not inject his personal religious

. /
beliefs into the columns of his newspaper but every 
morning he devoutly heard noly Mass.

\
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