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Project Design
During the spring 2016 semester, the standardized rubric was 
utilized by course faculty to evaluate a scholarly writing 
assignment in a junior level nursing course, NUR 371: Care 
Management Processes for Episodic and Chronic Health 
Alterations II. The papers were graded by assigned faculty and 
returned to students for purposes of the course. Following final 
grading of the writing assignment in May 2016, the course 
coordinator selected 6 papers representing a range of grades 
from the semester.  All identifying information was removed 
from the papers. During the summer 2016, a total of 12 faculty 
members, including a mix of undergraduate and graduate 
faculty with a variety of specialty areas were recruited to 
participate in the study.  The volunteer faculty members were 
gathered together and received instruction on the use and 
purpose of the rubric as well as grading criteria specific to the 
paper.  Each faculty member graded one paper and the results 
and comments were reviewed within the group.  Each faculty 
was then given a packet of 5 papers to grade on their own 
using the standardized rubric as if they were the grader for the 
assignment.  The faculty were given two weeks to complete 
grading.  Once the grading was complete, the volunteer faculty 
participated in a focus group to discuss their experiences using 
the standardized rubric.  

Background
In 2014, the Undergraduate Curriculum and Assessment 
Committee (UGCAC) in the CON examined the writing 
requirements within and across the program. The UGCAC 
directed a taskforce to develop a standardized assessment tool 
for writing evaluation that could be used across the curriculum. 
The taskforce developed this standardized rubric which 
included evaluation of (1) organization and writing skill, (2) 
grammar, punctuation, and spelling, (3) American Psychological 
Association (APA) formatting style, and (4) 
scholarship/references. Because content requirements vary 
widely between courses and assignments, the taskforce left 
evaluation of the assignment content open in the standardized 
rubric for course leaders to tailor to the course and assignment 
as necessary. The CON piloted the standardized rubric in spring 
of 2015 and conducted some initial faculty and student surveys 
to assess satisfaction with the standardized rubric. 

Purpose
Consistent use of the standardized rubric by faculty graders is 
essential for the success of the tool in evaluating student work 
and providing feedback to improve student writing.  The 
purpose of this project is to evaluate consistency of use and 
inter-rater reliability for the standardized rubric. Additionally, 
we will explore possible changes, clarification, and training that 
may be needed to promote consistent use of the rubric among 
all faculty across the curriculum. 

Data Analysis Plan
Quantitative Data Analysis:  Faculty grader 
experience
During the focus group, faculty graders were asked (1) what 
was the most helpful feature of the rubric? (2) what was the 
most difficult feature of the rubric? (3) do you feel that the 
rubric aligned with your impression for the overall grade? (4) 
what specific suggestions do you have to promote consistency 
among faculty graders?  The focus group was recorded and has 
been transcribed.  Content analysis will identify themes and 
determine directions for changes to the rubric or training 
process.

Qualitative Data Analysis:  Inter-rater 
reliability
Data from the 12 faculty volunteer graders is being compiled to 
determine inter-rater reliability.  Analysis will include the 
overall score as well as the score for each subcategory (1) 
organization and writing skill, (2) grammar, punctuation, and 
spelling, (3) American Psychological Association (APA) 
formatting style, and (4) scholarship/references.  Results will be 
reviewed with the focus group themes to determine changes 
needed in the standardized rubric.


