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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Well, I say to you, lift up your eyes and 
behold that the fields are already white for the 
harvest,1

In the natural sphere, the period following a 

storm is marked with serenity and beauty. At no other 

portion of time does the radiance of the sun, the white

ness of the clouds, or the verdancy of the trees and 

grass appear to such great advantage. May it not be 

that dissimilarity lends potency and charm to the 

beauty of nature, making it utterly impossible for one 

to view it with indifference?

In a similar way, the pronounced contrast be

tween the upheaval present in the world and the tran

quility and joy of life in the religious state, causes 

religious to recognize their stupendous good fortune. 

Likewise does this difference impel them to portray 

vividly to those whom they may contact the beauty of 

the religious life and the drastic need in the world 

for a greater number of religious.

The immediate demand for religious vocations is

^St. John, T h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t , p. 253. N e w
Jersey: St. A n t h o n y ' s  Guild, 19^3.
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world-wide in scope. This pressing need forces a nec

essary recognition of the fact that the harvest is always 

great and the laborers are, unfortunately, too few. At 

the present time the religious vocation situation is 

both inescapable and inexorable.

The modern world is challenging both religious 

and potential religious to save souls. Father Miller,

S.C.J. impressively designates this fact in his remark

able statements:

Eight out of nine persons over the face of the 
earth stand in dire need of the true message of 
Catholicism. In our own country there are sixty 
million pagans, and another fifty-five million 
who sit in the darkness of error waiting, perhaps 
unknowingly, for the Light of Truth.

Most certainly the problem is one which cannot 

be ignored or dealt with lightly, and the challenge 

forces one to seek the reason for the great dearth of 

apostles and the means to alleviate the need.

According to Father Matthew Vetter, C.P., the 

mission work of the Church has been greatly depleted 

because of the war. Europe has been the historic
t

stronghold of the Faith, but belligerent activities 

have caused great crevices to form in the very founda

tions supporting the stronghold. These crevices are *

2Rev. Peter M. Miller, S.C.J. "Vocations Cost 
Money," Review for Religious. VIII (January, 191+9), 19.
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ever widening since no European country has enjoyed 

normal recruitment of religious vocations for the past 

ten years or more and in many of these countries relig

ious reinforcements have nearly ceased completely• In 

consequence the religious personnel} the very pillars of 

the stronghold, has been greatly affected and depleted.3

The great significance of present European 

inability to supply religious vocations is easily trans

latable from the words of Father Vetters “Before the war, 

Europe was supplying about seventy-five per cent of the 

mission personnel working under the Propagation of the 

Faith; America less than five per cent.,,1+

Because of existing conditions, Europe will not 

be able to send out missionary workers, as she formerly 

did, for ten or possibly twenty-five years, and the United 

States, to all appearances, may not meet the deficit.

Again one might say, “The harvest indeed is 

abundant, but the laborers are few. Pray therefore the 

Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers into his 

harvest 5

3Rev. Matthew Vetter, C.P. "Do You Want Vocations?" 
The Catholic Educational Review. XLIII (19^5)» 82.

^Ibid.. p. 83.
5st. Matthew, The N e w  T e s t a m e n t , p. 27. N e w

Jersey: St. A n t h o n y ' s  Guild, 19^3.



The United States alone needs an additional ten 

thousand priests^ adequately to care for the wants of 

Catholics and to provide instruction for those interested 

in learning about Catholicism. And in addition to this 

enormous number of priests, three or four sisters are 

required to implement the work of each priest.

The demand for developing a greater number of 

religious vocations in the United States is based upon 

two considerations: the world situation, and the nature 

of our own religious establishment. The European situa

tion leaves America the only great “Arsenal of Vocations" 

in the Christian World at the present time. It is true 

that the religious personnel of Ireland, England, Canada 

and Australia were least affected by the war and its 

disturbing consequences, yet none of these has the 

numbers and physical resources to do more than play a 

minor role in the vast mission field. Pope Pius XII 

said: "America alone remains the hope of the world 

for increased vocations." Father William J. Ferree, S.M. 

also drew attention to our position when he stated:

^Miller, ojj. clt.. p. 19.

7pope Pius XII, quoted in "A Successful Experiment," 
The Catholic Educational Review. XLIII (19^5)» 31-33•
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We alone could play a major part in meeting 
the crisis of ecclesiastical and religious per
sonnel in the mission lands, in Ibero-America, 
and in Europe itself if that should prove nec
essary *8

A  short summary of the growth of Catholicism 

in the United States will perhaps help to make our 

position as a potential stronghold of missionary voca

tions more clear*

Catholicism was brought to America with Columbus.

By the time of the Revolutionary War, there were approx

imately ten thousand Catholics living in the United 

States.9 Since that time due to the constant stream of 

Catholic immigrants and the work of European mission

aries aided by European mission funds, the Church has 

grown to number more than twenty-six million souls.

In nineteen hundred eight the United States 

was officially taken from the list of mission terri

tories, and has since become a fertile source of mission 

vocations•

The end of the war in nineteen hundred and 

eighteen marked the real entrance of the Church in the
t

United States into the foreign mission field. Accord-

8Rev. William J. Ferree, S.M. "The Church*s Need 
of Vocations," The National Catholic Educational Associa
tion Bulletin. XL-XLI ( l W J ) ,  292.

9 F r a n c i s c a n  Clerics, T h e  N a t i o n a l  C a t holic A l m a n a c *
p. 3*fl. N e w  Jersey: St. A n t h o n y ' s  Guild, 19^9•
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ing to Tjie National Catholic Almanac of 19^9*

Between 1918 and 19^1 over thirty mission 
fields throughout the world were entrusted to 
the exclusive care of American missionaries, and 
their support was undertaken in great part by 
American mission funds. During this period, like
wise, American religious brotherhoods and sister
hoods undertook to staff mission schools, cate
chetical institutes and dispensaries in great 
numbers. Africa, India, Burma, China, Korea,
Japan, the Solomons, the Philippines and the 
Hawaiian Islands received the benefits of the 
increased numbers of American missionaries.-1-0

Thus during the interval mentioned, religious 

communities, both new and old, underwent a rapid expan

sion in American membership and soon were able to send 

many recruits into their newly acquired mission fields.

As was pointed out, during World War II, more 

and more of the mission burden was diverted to our 

missionaries as the other warring nations became less 

capable of providing personnel and supplies.

According to The National Catholic Almanac of 

19^9, ”1,^30 missionaries were killed and 5^0 were per
manently injured in World War I I . T h u s ,  personnel 

replacements are expedient within the near future.
/

The immediate problem confronting the religious 

institutes in the United States is the lack of a suffie-

i°ibid.

u ibia.
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lent number of missionaries to replace the losses in 

personnel and also to provide personnel for additional

expansion in the field*

It is also stated in The National Catholic

Almanac of 19*+9 that:

We now send an average of 100 new priests, 
brothers, and sisters to mission lands every year; 
it is the considered opinion of a number of our 
Church leaders that we could send at least one
thousand.**-2

The American religious institutes are keenly 

aware of the need and are making every sacrifice to 

recruit mission vocations in order to send ever more 

missionaries to the harvest and to sustain them there.

Father Paul Waldron calls attention to the 

fact that religious congregations will not be hampered 

in their work at home by the giving of vocations to the 

mission field. Concerning this matter he states:

The work of the foreign missions will never 
cause a shortage of priests at home. It will 
bring a blessing upon it. The light which shines 
farthest burns brightest at its source. The more 
we help to spread the Faith the more fervent we 
ourselves become. A  country which is generous 
with its apostles will never have its Faith 
starved for want of priests.-^

12Ibid.. 3^2.

13fiev. Paul Waldron, Fishers of M§£, pp. 63-6^. 
St. Columbans: The Columban Fathers.
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The religious institutes have always been the 

vitalizing force in the Church*s missionary program and 

will undoubtedly remain so if the necessary vocations 

are brought to fruition.

The second consideration that is closely associ

ated with out great need for additional religious voca

tions is the nature of our own religious establishment. 

It has been one of the most remarkable traditions of 

religious and ecclesiastical vocations in the Catholic 

w o r l d I t  has enabled us to build Catholic institu

tions in such variety and number that the very vastness 

and complexity of our charitable and educational works 

impel us to maintain and even to increase constantly 

our flow of religious vocations.

It is obvious that regardless of the serious
»

international need for an increase in number of our 

religious vocations, our own domestic needs also 

require a great increase if we are even to maintain 

our present status as dispensers of Christian charity

and Christian education.

In the face of these tremendous needs, of these 

remarkable opportunities, our vocations are in reality 

falling off. Our personnel is still growing, but at

l ^ e r r e e ,  c l t p. 292.
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an ever diminishing rate* The Catholic Directory re

veals the following:

There are ^ 1 ,7*+7 priests (an increase of 
1,277), 7,335 brothers (an increase of 397)> 
and 1^1,083 nuns (an increase of 520), over 
that of last year.1?

The above figures show that the increase in the

number of individuals who are accepting the grace of 

vocation is entirely inadequate to care for the extra

ordinary needs which exist today.

Therefore it is evident and inescapable that 

to care for the tremendous international and domestic
\

needs for religious vocations, as well as maintain the 

exalted mission of Christian charity and education 

already partially achieved, the development of a defi

nite program in our Catholic schools for fostering 

religious vocations is an essential requisite.

The writer of this thesis believes that there 

is no dearth in the bestowal of religious vocations.

It would be impugning God*s wisdom and providence to

believe that He would withhold these necessary callings.
/

The Providence of God supplies the number of persons 

necessary for the spread of the Faith. The lack of a 

sufficient number of religious is due rather to the

1 5The Catholic Directory, (19^8), cited by 
P. Farrell, "Underscorings,*1 America. LXXIX (July, 1 9 W ) ,  
321.
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alarming lack of response to Christ*s loving invitation.

Thus the problem of this study devolves into a 

consideration of the inadequacy in the number of relig

ious to satisfactorily cope with the present needs, and 

also to determine the ways and means that may be effi

ciently employed in fostering religious vocations, so 

that this present inadequacy may be diminished and a 

like situation averted in the future.

The materials used in the compilation of data in 

this study consist of a Religious Vocation Questionnaire, 

a Religious Vocation Survey, and Vocational Literature.

The idea of composing the questionnaire in order 

to assemble information about present methods used by 

various religious communities in fostering religious 

vocations was strengthened by the perusal of an article 

contained in The Faculty Adviser .^6 This article 

written by Father Chiuminatto, S.J. discussed a survey 

which was used to gain data on the subject of religious 

vocations. Many of the questions from the survey were 

listed and were used as a basis for the formulation of 

questions used in the Religious Vocation Questionnaire 

included in this thesis.

l^Rev. Lawrence Chiuminatto, S.J. "Why Girls 
Leave Home to Enter The Convent," The Faculty Adviser. 
VII ( 1 9 W ,  6-7.
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Two hundred and fifty questionnaires were sent 

to members of fourteen different religious institutes.

A  copy of this questionnaire may be found in Appendix A  

on page 107 of this study.

The following religious communities most gra

ciously co-operated in completing the questionnaires: 

The Benedictine Sisters of Atchison, Kansas; the Bene

dictine Sisters of Yankton, South Dakota; the Congre

gation of the Holy Humility of Mary of Dunlap, Iowa; 

the Sisters of Charity of The Blessed Virgin Mary of 

Omaha, Nebraska; the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth 

of Leavenworth, Kansas; the Sisters of Charity of New 

Jersey; the Dominican Sisters of Adrian, Michigan; the 

Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa, Wisconsin; the Domini

can Sisters of Racine, Wisconsin; the Servants of Mary 

of Omaha, Nebraska; the Sisters of Mercy of Council 

Bluffs, Iowa; the Sisters of Notre Dame of Omaha, 

Nebraska; the Sisters of St. Joseph of Denver, Colo

rado; the Ursuline Sisters of St. Joseph, Kentucky.

The Religious Vocation Survey was modelled upon 

a survey-*-? which likewise was included in The Faculty 

Adviser. A few of the questions from this survey were 

used while others were formulated as a result of ideas

x7sr. M. Alician, B.V.M. "Want The $6^ Answers?» 
The Faculty Adviser. XII (March, 19^9)»
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gleaned from its study.

The Religious Vocation Surveys were administered 

to a group composed of sixty-five girls in Holy Name 

High School, a coeducational high school located in 

Omaha, Nebraska. It was given to determine what high 

school girls think about the religious vocation and 

also to assist them to deliberate upon the various 

aspects of religious life.

A  copy of the survey used may be found in 

Appendix B on page 110 of this thesis. 

x The Vocational Literature was collected and

studied in order to gain an understanding of what 

already has been accomplished in the Catholic home and 

school in respect to various procedures for fostering 

vocations and also to determine, to some degree, what 

remains to be accomplished in this area. Methods that 

have proved successful in the past and have stood the 

test of time will most likely prove of value in the 

future, as well.

This study has been attempted for the purpose 

of assisting all those individuals who are interested 

in developing vocations. In this way it is hoped that 

God will become better known to mankind and thus will 

the effulgence of His glory become manifest to all.

If young men and women are encouraged to make 

the sacrifices necessary to accept the call of Christ,
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by giving themselves entirely to Him in the religious 

state, then the problem of this study will be solved. 

The young men and women will find peace and happiness 

through their fulfillment of G o d’s designs in their 

regard, while at the same time they hasten to answer 

the distress signal of the world, which is the Saving 

of Souls adrift on the Sea of Life.



T A B L E  I

REASONS FOR FOSTERING RELIGIOUS 
VOCATIONS

Per cent Rank
First Second Third Total

A. The Church needs 
vocations............. 35 25 21 81

B. Our Blessed Lord gives 
children for that pur
pose .................. 2 5 8 15

c. A great blessing comes 
to parents of priests
and m m s  .............. 6 11 15 32

D. We must fill the ranks
of the Church Militant
as well as the civil 
defense organisms..... 23 2b 11 58

E. The spread of Christ
ianity requires it,... 25 21 22 68

F. Parents must give back 
to God a precious gift 10 6 6 22

G. Other reasons........ . 1 1 1 3

First Rank...A (81$) The first, second, and
third per cent ranks in

Second Rank..E (68$) the above columns refer to
the percentage of those 

Third Rank...D (58$) who placed the item in
that order.

The column entitled 
total is a summation of 
the other columns. It 
gives the percentage of 
those who placed the item 
first, second, or third 
in importance.



C H APTER II

RELATED LITERATURE

Before the coming of the Redeemer the world was 

encompassed by the spirit of darkness. Men grappled 

with despair and vast numbers became engulfed in the sea 

of misery and malice caused by sin. For over four thou

sand long years men writhed and struggled in an atmos

phere of depression and gloom. Then, as quickly as a 

flash of lightning in the heavens, came the alteration 

caused by the advent of the Christ Child. A reawaken-
\
ing of the beautiful took place. As the Child grew in 

wisdom and grace, a corresponding development in a 

lesser degree took place in the souls of those with 

whom He came in contact. To those willing to accept 

His teachings, Christ unfolded wide vistas of unfathom

able and unquenchable beauty.

Each day of Christ*s life was marked by His 

spirit of giving to mankind. He stood among men as the 

eminent teacher who employed both words and actions to 

make His way of life imitable as well as understandable. 

Through the mysteries of His life He obtained for man

kind the graces necessary for participation in His 

spirit. Through co-operation with grace, a magnificent 

transformation will be effected in men; in truth, they



16

will become other Christs, enlightened and strengthened 

by His vivifying spirit,1

Holy Mother the Church realizes that when Christ 

was physically present upon this earth, He chose men to 

help Him in His work of instruction. Down through the 

ages He has retained and repeated this procedure. Our 

spiritual mother, the Church, being ever alert and 

watchful to determine and to care for the needs of her 

children, observes countless individuals who fail to 

know God because of a lack of instruction. There is not 

an adequate number of individuals heeding the call of 

Christ to assist Him in this important work of instruct

ing others unto justice. Accordingly the Church is 

eager for her members to write about the religious state, 

thereby lending encouragement to young men and women to 

enter religion if they have been called to that vocation.

In recent years an abundance of material has 

been written about vocations to the religious state. The 

following abstracts have been included in this study to 

indicate the varied aspects that have been considered in 

different works.

Father Thomas S. Bowdern, S.J. presents the

% i r i a m ,  "A Triumph of Divine Grace,” Suonsa 
Regis. XI (March, 19^0), 160
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results of an investigation into the environmental 

factors of vocation to the priesthood and the religious 

life in the United States from 1919 to 1929 in a disser

tation entitled, ”A Study of Vocations.”2 * Replies to 

a questionnaire in a nation-wide survey are tabulated 

into two hundred and thirty-eight tables. A  composite 

portrait of the boys and another of the girls who 

followed religious vocations during the ten years from 

1919 to 1929 are included. In addition, recommenda

tions and a suggested program for fostering vocations 

to the religious state are presented*

Much has been written of the influence exerted 

by environment upon the development of boys and girls. 

Father Joseph Kreuter, O.S.B. in a series of articles 

entitled, ”More And Better Vocations,”3 designates var

ious factors in the present-day environment and shows 

their potentialities for good or evil in the development 

of religious vocations, depending upon the use made of 

them. Among the factors discussed ares family life,

2Rev. Thomas S. Bowdern, S.J. ”A Study of 
Vocations.” 2 vols. Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation. 
Graduate Library School, University of St. Louis, 1936.

3Rev. Joseph Kreuter, O.S.B. ”More And Better 
Vocations,” Snonsa Regis. XI-XII (Jan., Feb., Apr., and 
Oct., 1 9 W ,  llO-liJ+7 1 3 5-138, 185-190, 3^-39.
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parental example, the school, the teacher, and the movies.

The aim of all educators is to teach m e n  how to 

live, but the aim of Catholic educators encompasses more 

than this. It is to teach men how to live in accordance 

with the Faith established by the Son of God. The arti

cle, "We Begin A g a i n , b y  Father Richard L. Rooney, S.J. 

stresses the point that the teaching religious has one 

major assignment. In his estimation this is to give the 

Divine Teacher to her students. This may be accomplished 

by means of union with Christ. Through meditation the 

religious gradually penetrates the mind and heart of Our 

Lord and in this way becomes imbued with His spirit.

Thus her character steadily grows more like that of her 

Divine Spouse, and through this transformation she will 

lead souls to Christ.

All teachers because of the nature of their work 

are engaged at least to some degree in guidance work.

This is the theme of the article, "Don’t Monopolize 

Confidences."5 The author maintains that there is a 

growing tendency in Catholic schools to center the ' * 5

**Hev. Richard L. Rooney, S.J. "We Begin Again," 
The Faculty Adviser. VII (November, 19^3)» 2.

5______________________ “D o n’t Monopolize Confidences,"
The Faculty Adviser. VII (November, 19^3)» 7.
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direction of students in one or two people. He commends 

this procedure but warns of dangers that may lurk with

in it. The author of the article believes it will prove 

beneficial if other faculty members are not barred com

pletely from confidences. If they are, it will be doomed 

to failure in many instances for some students may find 

it difficult to confide in the individuals appointed 

for the guidance work.

Reading is one of the easiest and most practical 

of methods for fostering vocations. Father Poage, C.P. 

maintains that ignorance among our youth concerning the 

nature and work of the priestly or religious vocation 

is one of the reasons for the decline in applications 

to the seminaries and novitiates. In his work, "Pro- 

moting Vocations Through Reading,"6 Father Poage suggests 

the use of vocational literature to supply the much 

needed information and thus provide for the removal of 

one of the causes of decline in vocations. The reading 

material should include a discussion of the signs of 

a vocation, entrance requirements, and show the way to 

apply for admittance to a religious institute.

Theologians generally distinguish two kinds of

6Rev. Godfrey Poage, C.P. "Promoting Vocations 
Through Reading," The Faculty Adviser, VII (December,
19^3), 5.
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vocation, the ordinary and the extraordinary. A  very 

lucid explanation of these two kinds is presented by 

Father James E. Risk, S.J. in the article, "Admission 

to the Religious Life."? Since so many young men and 

women of today believe all vocations to be extraordinary, 

the discussion given and examples cited are both timely 

and instructive.

There appears to be great divergence in opinion 

among religious concerning the advisability of recruit

ing for vocations. Judging from the number of articles 

proposing its use, it is evident that many deem it nec

essary in the present emergency. Father Godfrey Poage 

is among this latter group. After pointing out the 

tremendous demand for religious he proposes that voca

tions be recruited through a program of spirituality. 

Ejaculations, frequent assistance at Mass and reception 

of Holy Communion, instruction (commendation given for 

generosity in the following of the promptings of grace), 

reading, personal contacts and vocational clubs, all 

these are designated as fruitful devices for encoura

ging vocations.8

7Rev. James E. Risk, S.J. "Admission to the 
Religious Life," Review for Religious. II (Jan., 19^3), 
25-3 .̂

% e v .  Godfrey Poage, C.P. "Recruiting For Christ," 
The Faculty Adviser. VII (March, 1 9 ^ ) ,  1.
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In the article, “Why Girls Leave Home to Enter 

The Convent,*'^ Father Lawrence Chiuminatto, S.J. enumera

tes the findings made from a careful survey of several 

hundred vocations in various parts of the United States. 

These are listed under three headings. 1. The appeals 

that attracted young women to the religious state. 2. The 

counter-attractions that retarded or tended to frustrate 

their entrance for a time. 3. The means they took to 

overcome their difficulties and persevere in their desire. 

The results of Father Chiuminatto's survey are enlighten—  

ing and present a tangible means with which to work.

New vistas of expansion and development are 

unfolding for the Church in America because of the world 

situation and the nature of the establishment of the 

Church in the United States. Such is the opinion of 

Father William J. Ferree, S.M. as stated in the article, 

"The Church’s Need Of Vocations.”* 10 He repeatedly calls 

attention to the innumerable opportunities presenting 

themselves today for the spreading of Christ's kingdom 

upon earth. At the same time he clearly indicates the
t

dire necessity of increasing the number of religious

^Rev. Lawrence Chiuminatto, S.J. “Why Girls 
Leave Home to Enter The Convent,” The Faculty Adviser, 
VII (19W ,  6-7.

10Rev. William J. Ferree, S.M. "The Church's 
Need Of Vocations," The National Catholic Educational 
Association Bulletin. XL-XLI (19^3-TO, 289-98.



22

vocations if the challenge offered by these opportunities 

is to be met. In order that the supply of vocations can 

meet the Church*s need for them the three agencies immedi

ately available are the school, parish and the diocese.

Those who are aware of the way in which family 

life in the United States has deteriorated during the 

last decade will not be surprised at Father Byrnes* 

conclusive statements about it. He believes that if 

families have not abandoned Christ, at least they have 

forsaken some of His salient teachings. In his article, 

«Bringing The Family Back To C h r i s t , h e  asserts that 

present-day conditions are the result of individuals 

compromising the principles of Christ with the prin

ciples of the world. To bring the family back to Christ 

he advocates the fashioning of the present high school 

students so that they will persevere in their future 

practice of religion in such a manner that future 

families will be founded on Christ and endure in Christ. 

When this is accomplished it is likely that many more 

vocations will be accepted.

Father Benjamin R. Fulkerson, S.J. concurs with 

the prevailing idea that the Church's work in domestic

Ü R e v .  Leo M. Byrnes, «Bringing The Family Back 
To Christ,« The Rational Catholic Educational Association 
Bulletin. XL-XLI 2Î&-88.
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and foreign fields will have to be carried on by sisters 

supplied by the Church in the United States. In the 

article, MReligious Vocations And The Sisterhood,'*-1-2 

Father Fulkerson calls attention to the lure of the 

world upon young girls. As never before, the world 

offers in abundance: entertainments, distractions, 

luxuries, money, and independence. The world of 

tomorrow gives promise of still greater attraction in 

this regard. To neutralize worldliness, prayer cam

paigns implemented by every means available, combined 

with ingenuity compatible with Christian prudence are 

set forth.

Among spiritual directors there appears to be 

a very definite tendency to develop a small, highly 

spiritually trained nucleus. Father Drolet, S.J. refers 

to this nucleus as the "Inner Circle. Attention is 

drawn to the gospel narratives to show that this was 

the precise method of Our Lord, when He trained the 

twelve Apostles, and spent the greater part of His time 

instructing them. These men became the leaven of a 

new society in Christ. Through the "Inner Circle," * VIII

12Rev. Benjamin R. Fulkerson, S.J. "Religious 
Vocations And The Sisterhood," The Faculty Adviser«
VIII (March, 19*4-5), 1.

^3Rev. Francis K. Drolet. S.J. "The Inner 
Circle" And Vocations," The Faculty Adviser. VIII 
(April, 19*4-5), 2.
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future leaders in priestly and religious walks of life 

are provided with opportunities for spiritual growth 

which will develop them into strong and influential 

members of the mystieal body of Christ.

In "Practical Points For Vocational Direction, "11+ 

Father Henry C. Vetter, C.P. emphasizes the point that 

religious vocation guidance work will generally pass 

through three stages of development. The first may be 

called the Approach, the second the Development, and 

the final one is Testing and Strengthening. During the 

first two stages many opportunities should be provided 

for friendly contacts between religious and promising 

young people. The attractive things about religious 

life should be stressed. The last stage does not begin 

until the boy or girl confides the fact that he or she 

believes God is calling. During this period a little 

more should be asked of the young person in the way of 

sacrifice and prayer.

Opposition offered by Catholic parents to 

religious vocations is not easily understood. In most 

instances it is the result of inadequate knowledge of 

the life. This is the subject of Sr. M. Elaine’s article,

l ^ e v .  Henry Vetter, C.P. "Practical Points 
For Vocational Direction," The Faculty Adviser. (March, 
19^ ) ,  1-8 .
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"Parental Opposition To Religious V o c a t i o n s . I n  it 

Sr. M. Elaine suggests various methods for assisting in 

breaking down prejudice and opposition. Vocational 

literature, talks, trips to religious institutes are 

prominent among the suggestions offered.

Among the many and varied suggestions offered by 

various writers for developing potential religious voca

tions, the vocational club has many staunch and loyal 

advocates. A  simple and clear explanation of the way a 

club operates and Its tremendous possibilités for good 

is set forth in Father Howard Ralenkotter*s article, 

"Suggestions For Developing Religious Vocations Among 

Young W o m e n . H e  also stresses the fact that much of 

the Indifferent attitude towards the religious life 

that prevails among modern youth is merely a "Front," 

thrown up for the sake of concealing real longings which 

appear impossible of fulfillment.

Should religious communities employ the modern 

techniques of advertising to develop religious vocations? 

Father Peter M. Miller, S.C.J. believes it to be both a

15sr. M. Elaine Schaeffler, S.S.N.D. "Parental 
Opposition To Religious Vocations," Journal Of Religious 
Instruction. XVII (19^-^7)> 712-/18.

l6Rev. Howard Ralenkotter, C.P. "Suggestions 
For Developing Potential Religious Vocations Among Young 
Women," The Faculty Adviser. IX (March, 19^6), 6.
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prudent and valuable measure. “Vocations Cost Money,'*1? 

is the title of an article written by him to portray the 

advantages accruing from recruitment. Among the various 

types of recruiting whose merits are lauded and evalu

ated are; newspaper advertisements, blurbs, personal 

contact, community magazine or newspaper, correspondence, 

pamphlets, slides and movies.

To call attention to various aspects of religious 

life, Sr. M. Alician, B.V.M. suggests the conducting of 

religious vocation surveys1® in the high school class

rooms. This method will assist teachers in determining 

what girls really think about religious life; what are 

their doubts and problems concerning it; and what they 

are interested in finding out about it.

In addition to the above mentioned authors many 

others have discussed various aspects of the subject, 

vocations to the religious life. This material provides 

a fruitful source for further study and investigation.

Interest In developing religious vocations is 

generally present among religious, but present day needs 

have heightened it to a point seldom if ever surpassed.

1?Rev• Peter M. Miller, S.C.J. "Vocations Cost 
Money," Review for Religious. VIII (January, 19^9)» 18-25.

l8Sr. M. Alician, B.V.M. "Want The $6*f Answers?" 
The Faculty Adviser. XII (March, 19*+9) > 1-^-5.



C H A P T E R  III

PARENTAL CO-OPERATION

The service of God in the religious state, to 

those on the outside, may resemble the windows of a 

vast cathedral; dull, bleak, almost ugly from without, 

but from within it is a blaze of beauty. In the same 

way as the rays of the sun's light bring to view the 

partially hidden colors and contours of the cathedral 

windows to the observer, so too, the light of God's

grace transforms and beautifies the characters of those
\

who follow in His footsteps.

This beauty of character which makes religious 

vocational foundations, comes from the Catholic home 

where one must first look when there is question of 

developing and fostering vocations to the religious 

state. Ordinarily, it is within the Christian family 

that the chosen souls of God are nurtured. Of primary 

importance then is the fostering of Christian fervor 

and a spirit of generous sacrifice within our Catholic
t

homes.

Mothers should be educated to consecrate their 

children to Almighty God, and to consider it a signal 

grace if one of them should manifest signs of a religious 

vocation.
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Therefore, the most Important consideration of 

parents in relation to their children is not how they 

may acquire prestige, power, or riches, but rather, how 

they may fulfill God's designs in their regard and save 

their immortal souls.

Men and women of all ages and from every section 

of the world, who have known God and lived according to 

His laws, have recognized the excellence and worthwhile

ness of the religious life. In order that parents may 

better understand the value of religious vocations, it 

is desirable for them to ponder prayerfully the attitudes 

of some of God's saints towards this state of life. St.

Bernard showed his great regard for it when he stated:

The religious lives more purely, falls more 
rarely, rises more promptly, walks more prudently, 
is refreshed with graces more frequently, rests 
more securely, dies more peacefully, is purified 
more quickly, and is rewarded more abundantly.1

St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi stated her estimate 

of its value also:

The greatest gift which God can bestow on His 
elect after baptism, is that of a religious vocation. 
The religious life is the simplest, surest, and 
shortest way to heaven.* 2

1st. Bernard, quoted in Thoughts Og The Religious 
Life, p. 3k, Chicago: Benziger Brothers, 1907.

2St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi, Out of Many Hearts. 
p. 6. Notre Dame: The University P r e s s , 1929.
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In his inimitable way the angelic doctor, Saint 

Thomas Aquinas, wrote on the subject:

How lovely are thy tents, 0 Jacob, and thy 
tabernacles, 0 Israeli How beautiful, 0 Church, 
are thy religious institutions, how well marshalled 
are thy spiritual battalions l How great the number 
of fervent souls who enjoy, by anticipation the 
happiness of the elect, in praising God incessantly, 
and in living on this earth, by the exercise of 
holy love, as live the seraphs in the heavenly 
Jerusaleml3

With religious life thus endorsed individuals 

understand the importance of the question of choosing 

a religious vocation in life. Parents who reflect 

seriously upon the writings of Christ and of His saints 

concerning this matter, must become anxious concerning 

this particular calling of their children.

The children that parents give to God will be

their best support in life and their greatest consola-
»

tion at the hour of death. As religious they will pray 

for their parents both in life and after death. How 

true it is that the children whom parents give to God 

are the ones they keep.

The achievement of a favorable attitude towards 

the religious state by a father and mother will sway

3st. Thomas Aquinas, O.P. Out of Many Hearts, 
p. 6. Notre Dame: The University Press, 1929.
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their children to a like regard. In a similar manner an 

unfavorable parental attitude will find its counterpart 

in the children.

Could it not follow then that parents who oppose 

or destroy the vocation of one of their children burden 

their souls with a terrible responsibility? Those who 

consider the religious life in a superficial manner or 

not at all, fail likewise, for they will never fathom 

the depth of beauty and happiness, which is the very 

essence of the spiritual life. Because of this they will 

be unable to give the encouragement that is so desirable.

Most parents are so prone to brush aside the 

thought of vocations, saying that their boys or girls 

love life too much to be shut up in a monastery or con

vent. This statement shows their attitude to be a false 

one, for Christ recruits His apostles in this age as in 

every other, from among normal young men and women, with 

normal likes and dislikes, who have youth’s interests and 

enthusiasm, a real love of life, and a desire and ability 

to manage their own affairs. In other words, in this gen 

eration as in every other, Christ gives His invitation to 

the very young men and women who would make a success in 

the world; the football players, the dance-lovers, the 

business-like young people, the very same ones who can 

handle a year book or manage a prom. If they have loved
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life thus intensely, likewise will they love Christ even 

more intensely.1*

Nevertheless, it is circumspect to face reality, 

and when one does so today, he realizes that many to whom 

Christ is granting the magnificent gift of a vocation are 

turning away because of the transitory pleasures and 

appeals of the world. This is most marked in respect to 

vocations of women. Reverend William J. Ferree, S.M. 

analyzes this problem in a similar manner in these state

ments:

In examining the causes of this decline, and of 
the different rate of decline for the two sexes it 
should not be forgotten that vocations of women have 
been about four times as numerous in this country as 
vocations of men. This was probably the result, in 
part, of the more restricted field of ‘’careers'1 open 
to women than to men in the world. This restriction 
is rapidly disappearing and so too are vocations to 
the religious state.5

A  second consideration in this chapter now becomes 

paramount. Do religious believe that parental attitude is 

of vital importance in the development of vocations? Of 

the sisters who checked the Religious Vocation Questionnaires

*+Rev. Daniel Lord, S.J. The Call of Christ, p. 28. 
St. Louis: The Queen's Work, 1927.

5r 6v . William J. Ferree, S.M. "The Church's Need 
of Vocations," The Catholic Educational Review. XL-XLI
(19^3-^5), 293.
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fifty-three per cent considered it so.

Since the percentage indicates that many religious 

consider it of great moment, then it is indispensable for 

them to strive earnestly and energetically to develop in 

parents, a favorable attitude toward the religious life 

and religious. This may be accomplished through various 

procedures.

One might begin by interesting the P.T.A. in 

sponsoring activities that will help to educate the 

parents in this regard. Talks, panel discussions and 

informative literature may all be used to advantage. If 

an evening*s program is devoted to this subject, individ

ual discussions between parents and religious teachers 

will aid in clarifying many things concerning the relig

ious life. In this manner, some of its vagueness and

mystery will be abolished.

A  very workable method to be employed would be 

for the P.T.A. to send to the homes very attractive 

vocational literature in order that parents might be 

somewhat familiarized with the subject. After this 

groundwork is firmly established, some of the parents 

may be asked to take part in panel discussions or 

similar activities. All P.T.A. members should be 

invited to be present to hear the discussions.
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Movies or slides showing the work done by var

ious communities likewise enable parents to better under

stand the life of religious.

A n  educational program of this sort might well 

be extended over a period of years. One or two programs 

a year would form a worthwhile procedure. Too much coer

cion should not be put into the subject for it might tend 

to grow distasteful and thereby diminish enthusiasm.

As progenitors become convinced of the benefits 

derived from religious vocations and of the great graces 

that flow therefrom, not only upon those who embrace the 

state, but also upon their families even through as many 

as four generations,^ their attitudes of necessity will 

become approbational. They may even start boasting about 

potential vocations among their children, and they will 

zealously work to help develop, guard, and direct their 

growth.

Thus great strides will be made in the development 

of vocations. And once a favorable attitude is estab

lished, parents will adopt various religious practices 

that will assist materially in developing a greater depth 

of spirituality in the members of the family. This should

*>St. John Bosco Vocational Club, Vocational Club 
Handbook, p. Chicago: John Bosco Vocational Club, 19*+3*
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enable each one to co-operate more fully with graces 

received.

As parents begin to appreciate fully the great 

gift God bestows when He asks their children to follow 

Him, will find the daily prayer asking for this bless

ing, a valuable aid in obtaining it.

Those who pray well possess an elasticity of 

soul flnri are capable of being refreshed and renewed. 

Prayer is not merely for those who pray and for their 

own benefit. Our Lord distinctly told us to pray for 

vocations when He said:

The harvest indeed is abundant, but the laborers 
are few. Pray therefore the Lord of the Harvest to 
send forth laborers into His Harvest./

Is this not a remarkable mystery, that God Him

self should ask us to pray with Him for the success of
»

His own work? In referring to this suggestion of Our 

Lord, Father Martin J. Scott, S.J. said:

In certain respects He makes His mission depend 
on prayer. That is the premium He puts on it. No 
matter what valuation.we give it, we could not value 
it so highly as that.®

7st. Luke, The New Testament, p. 275. New 
Jersey* St. Anthony*s Guild, 19^3.

% e v .  M a r t i n  J. Scott, S.J. C o nvent L i f e , The
M e a n i n g  of a R e l i g i o u s  V o c a t i o n , p. 27 5 » N e w  York:
P.J. K e n e d y  and Sons, 1919.
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That prayers said by parents for the purpose of 

obtaining the grace of vocation for their children are 

important is signified by the results of the Religious 

Vocation Questionnaires. Forty per cent of the sisters 

who filled them out, ranked prayers said by parents for 

this intention as first, second, or third in importance.

The prayer, much favored, is the family rosary. 

Throughout seven centuries, it has been the favorite 

devotional prayer of Christians the world over. The 

touch and sight of the sacramental puts one in mind of 

God and of His mother. Its recitation has very often 

been accompanied or followed by the reception of count

less and singular graces and blessings by Mary*s devout 

clients. The grace of vocation is often numbered among

these gifts.

Since there is no interest more dear to the heart 

of Mary than the ransoming of souls, she, better than we, 

realizes that her Divine Son must make use of human instru

ments in order to unfold for countless numbers the mean

ing of His Way of Life. Religious, because of God's 

special graces, their training, and labors, are the media 

He most frequently uses in this work. Consequently, Mary, 

our Mother, will intercede that her Divine Son may call 

many souls into His chosen vineyard, so that they may aid
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Him in the stupendous task of redemption. Therefore, it 

is deemed probable that she does intercede in a special 

way for those who are devoted to the recitation of her 

rosary.

By questionnaire it has been ascertained that 

forty-six per cent of the sisters asked, believed the 

recitation of the rosary to be very influential in 

obtaining the grace of religious vocation.

Among the influences on religious vocations 

authorities consider as worth-while is that of parental 

example. One of the most potent factors in parental 

example is their assistance at the Holy Sacrifice of 

the Hass.

It is the Mass that matters; this statement

startles one upon hearing it for the first time, be-
*

cause of its stark reality. A  pause to consider it is 

worth-while. Is It not the Mass that prevents our world 

from falling into destruction? Thomas Merton brings 

forth this thought in his discussion of the value of the 

Blessed Sacrament, which is the fruit of the Holy Sacri

fice of the Mass.

Ane yet not I tell y o u ..... it is that Sacrament,
and that alone, the Christ living in our midst, and 
sacrificed by us, and for us and with us, in the 
clean and perpetual Sacrifice, it Is He alone itfho 
holds our world together, and keeps us all from be
ing poured headlong and immediately into the pit of
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our eternal destruction. And I tell you there is a 
power that goes forth from that Sacrament, a power 
of light and truth, even into the hearts of those 
who have heard nothing of Him and seem to be in
capable of belief

Since the Mass exerts such a powerful influence 

over those assisting at it, and even over those within 

the vicinity; it is most advisable for all, especially 

for parents, to assist at it whenever possible. By 

means of their good example, their children, just as a 

matter of course, will do likewise. So too, concerning 

regularity in the reception of the Sacraments, imitation 

becomes a principle of action. Parental example generally 

wields a powerful influence upon children for good or 

evil.

Information gleaned from the Religious Vocation 

Questionnaires revealed the following attitude of relig- 

ions concerning this matter. Seventy-one per cent of 

the sisters judged it to be very important.

If one bases his conclusions upon the response 

to the questionnaire, may he not say with conviction 

that parental spirit of sacrifice, example, and prayer 

are vital factors in developing religious vocations?

T h o m a s  Merton, The Seven Storey Mountain, p. 37. 
New York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 19^8.
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Thus far this thesis has been concerned with the 

parental attitude toward religious vocations and the 

practices of devotion in the home that would encourage 

religious vocations. Now its consideration will be 

turned to the conditions in the home that have brought 

about the decline of vocations; these conditions should 

be eradicated.

A cogent cause of this decline has been the sinful 

limitation of families . 10 * The number of supposedly good 

Catholic families that have only one or two children is 

growing•

Good vocations come from virtuous families. When 

parents make use of the sinful practice of birth limita

tion, it is most unlikely that they will furnish vocations

to the religious state. Since they are not co-operating
»

with G o d’s graces, His blessing will not be upon their 

homes or their kin. In referring to this drastic cir

cumstance, Father Joseph Kreuter, O.S.B. saidî

Not having the fear of God and the spirit of 
self-sacrifice, they cannot foster it in their 
children. Either remaining away from the SacraT 
ments, or receiving them unworthily, they cannot 
have Go d’s blessing on their h o m e . 11

iORev. Joseph Kreuter, O.S.B. "More And Better
Vocations," Sponsa Regis. XI (February, 19^0), 135.

1 1 Ibid
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Usually the children of such families are self- 

centered and self-willed. In consequence, they are too 

absorbed with matters pertaining to self to be interested 

in spending their lives laboring for God and for souls.

The question now becomes, how can this growing 

evil, birth limitation, within our Catholic families be 

counteracted? Parents must recognize the incalculable 

harm they are doing and try to combat it by strength

ening their supernatural life. When the virtues of 

faith and charity are re-established and made firm within 

their lives, then only will selfishness begin to relin

quish its grip upon them and thus will the grace of God 

be permitted to work unhampered within their souls. The 

worldly spirit will give place to the spirit of super

natural living. This transformation of character will 

be accompanied by the development of great reverence for 

God and for all living things.

In consequence, Catholics who are imbued with a 

strong faith will ever be the preservers and the protect

ors of life. By the strengthening of their faith they 

will accomplish much toward the eradication of the sinful 

practice of birth limitation. Then once again will voca

tions to the religious state be more likely to flourish.

Another very prolific cause of the decline of
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vocations is the multiplied means of pleasure presented 

by our modern world .^ 2 To cite a few of the many: The 

entertainment furnished by the radio, the sights and 

excitement of the movies, the amusement provided by 

modern picture magazines, auto riding, extensive and 

expensive trips.

Because of the manifold opportunities for 

pleasure, many young men and women are continually pur

suing one type or another. This constant seeking for 

pleasure and gratification of self leaves very little 

time or desire to ponder things spiritual. This con

cern about material things stifles the soft whisper of 

C h r i s t a  loving invitation to follow Him. Therefore, 

the rapid growth of materialism in the world is working 

havoc with religious vocations. Unless it is checked, 

the spirit of worldliness will reduce the number of 

vocations still further in the future.

The worldly factor that is affecting the great

est number of individuals is most likely the movies, 

since its pleasures are so accessible to the masses.

Modern youth regard the movies as one of their 

favorite pastimes. They find them a source of entertain-

1 2 I b i d .. XII, p. 35.
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ment and a fruitful source of many of their guiding prin

ciples as well. To a certain degree this is true because 

of the attractiveness and vividness of detail with which 

characters and conduct are portrayed on the s c r e e n . ^

While attending the movies, too often the young 

boy or girl comes in contact with influences that are in 

conflict with the standards of the Church, home, and 

school. Through stimulation of the emotions, emotional 

and physical disturbances result not infrequently*

One who has emphasized the powerful influence 

exerted by movies upon boys and girls and the results 

of their influence is Brother Urban H. Fleege who states:

The influence of the movies is quite subtle 
and very often on the unconscious level, with the 
movie goer quite frequently not realizing the 
extent to which he is being influenced. Perhaps 
the more common influence is of the type that 
consists of the implantation of ideas, ideals, and 
attitudes, but this does not make the influence a 
whit less real, for ideas, ideals, and attitudes 
are directive of the type of conduct which may 
follow.Ilf

Those who realize this influence best are film 

producers who are willing and eager to portray the
/

extreme as though it were the norm in order to swell

1 3 B r other Urban H. Fleege, S.M. "Movies As An 
Influence In The Life of The Modern Adolescent," The 
Catholic Educational Review. XLIII (19^5)> 336.

llfIbid., p. 31+3 •
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box office receipts. They appear to possess the narrow 

concept of the movies as being a sort of national aspi

rin. *5 Wrong ideas about sin and virtue and low ideals 

are impressed upon the minds and souls of young people 

by their undesirable films. In this way, the movies 

have brought a multiplicity of temptations within the 

grasp of many, and too often this has resulted in moral 

degradation if not debauchery.

An investigation was carried on by Brother Urban

S. Pleege to determine the part movies play in the Catholic 

adolescent’s life. Two thousand high school boys in 

twenty Catholic high schools located throughout the East 

and Middle West were asked a number of pertinent questions 

relative to their reactions to the m o v i e s . ^  jn  reference

to his findings Brother Urban related«
»

With nearly five out of every ten boys claiming 
that the movies have influenced their conduct and 
with almost as many admitting that these pictures 
have given them wrong moral ideals, with four out 
of every ten stating that the movies have at least 
on occasion made them dissatisfied with their own 
lot in life, with one out of five claiming a lessen
ing of respect for authority because of what was 
seen on the screen, and with one out of every four 
feeling that the movies are an important guidance 
influence in life, it is quite evident that motion 
pictures are more than mere entertainment

P.

P.

336.

352.
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Since parents are obligated to safeguard the 

moral as well as the physical health of their children, 

they should do everything possible to encourage the 

filming of worth-while stories and refuse to permit 

their children to attend movies of any other caliber.

In fact, it is essential that not only the home, but 

also the Church and school work in unison to eradicate 

the nefarious influences that have been surging through

out the country with such rapidity.

Movies are a powerful educative force, capable 

of impelling youth into the path of wholesome manhood 

and womanhood or backward into the sinful path of self- 

indulgence.

Finally, in considering parent co-operation in 

developing religious vocations, there are both the 

positive and negative aspects of the subject. The 

positive aspect includes the development of a favorable 

attitude of parents so that they will encourage and 

appreciate the bestowal of the great grace of vocation 

if it is offered by God to their children, and the use 

of devotional practices in the home for the development 

of a greater depth of spirituality.

1 8 Ibid.



The negative aspect involves the breaking down 

of the materialistic spirit which has so ravaged the 

supernatural life of innumerable families and caused 

discouragement of religious callings. Evidence of the 

spirit of materialism in the world is found in the words 

of Father Leo H. Byrnes:

Two phenomena of modern American life leave us 
without doubt that Christ’s teachings are not the 
cardinal principles on which families place their 
foundation and well being. Birth control and easy 
divorce laws are symptomatic of a lack of morals 
or an easygoing code of morals that can claim no 
part with Christ. This condition is due to a com
promise of the principles of Christ with the prin- 

\ ciples of the world. For these things proceed
from materialistic thought and practice; the making 
of the natural the final criterion of conduct.1“

Thus may it not be concluded that it is expedi

ent that people recognize the great harm done to them 

by materialistic living and that the great need of the 

age is the strengthening of the supernatural life?

How true it is that for individuals to live in 

in accordance with G o d’s providence, is to do His will 

in this world, to embrace that state and form of life 

traced out for them. When people live where God wants 

them to be and do what He desires them to do, graces are

^ R e v .  Leo M. Byrnes, "Bringing The Family Back 
To Christ," The National Catholic Educational Association 
Bulletin, XL-XLI (19^3-^5), 28V.
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proportioned to their difficulties, and the current of 

life flows on smoothly, peacefully, and gloriously.



T A B L E  II

S U G G E S T I O N S  TO PARENTS

Per cent Rank
First Second Third Total

A. God's blessings may 
be withheld from a 
person who will not 
share his treasures 
wi th H i m .............. 32 15 19 66

B. A  religious in real-
ity is expected to 
do greater things for 
parents than a married 
member of the family.. 2 16 18 36

c. A religious will bring 
great blessings and 
comfort to parents.... 27 38 20 85

D. You will feel more
certain of your 
child*s salvation
as a religious......... 33 20 20 73

E. A religious lives a 
protected and pro
vided life............. 1 6 10 17

F. Other suggestions..... — ■«

First Rank...C (85$) 

Second Rank..D (73$) 

Third Rank.. .A' (66$)

The first, second, and 
third per cent ranks in 
the above columns refer to 
the percentage of those 
who placed the item in 
that order.

The column entitled 
total is a summation of 
the other columns. It 
gives the percentage of 
those who placed the item 
first, second, or third 
in importance.



T A B L E  III

METHODS FOR FOSTERING RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS IN
THE HOME

Per cent Rank
First Second Third Total

A. The family rosary.... 11 12 23 V6
B. A spirit of sacrifice 

both taught and prac
ticed. . .... ............ 21 18 82

C. Parental example of 
frequent reception of 
the Sacraments....... 19 33 19 71

D. Prayers of parents 
specially said for 
this intention...... . 8 17 15 VO

E. Speaking with great 
reverence of relig
ious and indirectly 
calling attention to 
the religious life... 19 15 19 53

F. Recommending reading
relative to vocations» — 3 2 5

G. O’hhftT* mflt.hnds -_____ __ 1 1 2

First Rank...B (82$) 

Second Rank..C (71$) 

Third Rank...E (53$)

The first, second, and 
third per cent ranks in 
the above columns refer to 
the percentage of those 
who placed the item in 
that order.

The column entitled 
total is a summation of 
the other columns. It 
gives the percentage of 
those who placed the item 
first, second, or third 
in importance.



C H APTER IV

THE ROLE OF THE RELIGIOUS TEACHER IN THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS

Many religious owe their conviction of Christ*s 

invitation to follow Him, to the charm and magnetism of 

personality and character displayed by sisters. Father 

Thomas S. Bowdern, S.J. found that the most potent in

fluence for religious vocations among girls was that of 

the sisters. Among boys the sisters took second place, 

preceded in importance only by the influence of mothers. 3- 

This information he obtained by means of questionnaires 

which were filled out by religious.

The influence for good possessed by a sister 

will develop through the growth of grace, from her imi- 

tation of Christ and her surrender to Divine Providence. 

Through the medium of prayer the religious trys to 

develop such close union with Our Lord that the totality 

of her characteristics, especially as they relate to 

other people, becomes like to His own. In order that 

Christ*s Divine Personality may penetrate the essence 

of her being, she places herself in absolute accord with

% e v .  Thomas S. Bowdern, S.J. "How Vocations 
Grow," Review for Religious. I (November, 19*+2), 370.
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His Divine Providence. Complete abandonment, prayer, 

work, and sacrifice are of prime importance if this trans

formation of personality is to occur. The more the love 

of God increases in the soul of a religious, the more her 

thoughts, words, and deeds are permeated with it, the 

more will she be united to Him. Spiritual perfection 

consists primarily in the love of God and love of neigh

bor for the sake of God,

What effect does this constant striving of 

religious to gain fullness of virtues have upon students 

who may be potential religious? They see in the relig

ious teacher not just an ordinary teacher, but one who 

reflects Christ. Thus the influence and power of the 

religious will be felt and students will seek the source 

of the power that shines from her. The worth-whileness 

of her influence is in proportion to her nearness to 

Christ.

In the ordinary ways of God with men, the 

interior spirit or spiritual life is dependent upon 

external graces offered through fellow human beings- 

who serve as instruments through which God works.^

^Rev. William J. Ferree, S.M. "The Church's Need 
Of Vocations," The National Catholic Educational Associ
ation Bulletin.
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In proportion to the union with Jesus Christ 

achieved by a religious, will be her power over others 

and the magnitude of her own spiritual development. By 

the annihilation of self-love and by the strengthening 

of her love of Christ, she will prepare the way for the 

advent of divine life which will surge through her soul. 

This divine life will not only flood her soul, but will 

also encompass all around her. In this way will she 

bring graces to those under her care. In many instances 

through her love of Christ she will bring her students 

to love Him in a similar fashion.

Among the most powerful forces in the world is 

personal example. And when a religious is saturated 

with the love of God, her whole being is transformed 

and she becomes a lodestone for the chosen life and her 

major assignment assumes the character of teaching the 

love of Christ.3 There are few things that will draw 

others to the religious life so readily as seeing Christ 

reflected in a fellow human being.

The educational work of a sister does not detract 

from the goal for which she is striving. She may be 

working diligently to clarify the multiplication tables,

3Rev. Richard L. Rooney, S.J. ”We Begin Again,” 
The Faculty Adviser. VII (November, l ^ S ) ,  2.
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history, geography, or English literature, but these are 

merely the instruments through which she gives the Divine 

Teacher to her students. Father Richard L. Rooney, S.J. 

calls attention to this fact as he writes*

We can always hire people to teach these other 
branches (and sometimes they do it much better than 
we), but there is no hiring anyone to give Him to 
others ,i+

Thus it becomes evident that the primary interest 

of teaching sisters in our Catholic schools is the per

fection of the souls of those entrusted to them. Their 

first work is to inspire young men and women with high 

ideals, and to set them the example of unselfishness in 

their own lives by being available and by being willing 

to be of help at any time.

Christ-like virtue is more attractive than 

natural charm. Therefore, each teacher who is striving 

for perfection becomes possessed with a personal appeal 

and an endowment with which she can influence those 

individuals whom she is endeavoring to perfect. Students

become attracted to virtue through her example and teach-
/

ing, and a way is opened for the working of G o d’s grace.

The first essential requirement of a religious 

vocation is a special liking or desire to live for God.

^Ibid.
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Since this is so, the problem of the vocational guide 

must be that of stimulating the desire. Obviously this 

need is urgent, for at the present period of time the 

religious teacher finds many splendid boys and girls in 

the classroom. Apparently these young men and women 

have the necessary mental, moral and physical qualities 

of potential priests and sisters. Only one thing is 

lacking and that is the desire to become religious.? It 

is expedient and desirable for the religious teacher to 

serve as Christ's messenger in making known to the edu- 

cands that this desire to live for God is a requirement. 

Then she proceeds to try to develop the desire by making 

it appear attractive. In doing so she must manifest 

cheerfulness and charity in all her associations with 

young people,^ and she must show sincere interest in 

each member of her class.

Students admire religious who show a warm and 

enthusiastic interest in each individual student under 

their care. Thus it is evident that religious interested

5Rev. Joseph Kreuter, O.S.B. "More And Better 
Vocations," Snonsa Regis. XII (April, 19^0), 187-88.

6Rev. Henry Vetter, C.P. "Practical Points 
For Vocational Direction," Th§ Faculty Adviser. IX 
(March, 1 9 ^ ) ,  1-8.
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in fostering religious vocations must be kindly in their 

attitude toward other religious and toward all with whom 

they come in contact, especially their students.

Father Joseph Kreuter gives his opinion concern

ing the influence of teaching religious in the following 

ways

Teachers who themselves are imbued with the 
spirit of Christ are necessarily aflame with zeal 
for the spread of Christ’s cause, hence capable of 
inspiring their pupils with the same enthusiasm, 
the same idealism; for it is Christ Himself who 
through His own Spirit will work in and by them 
with divine results.•

It is quite evident to the discerning observer 

that the development of ardor of feeling in the adolescent 

includes proximity of claim.

The task of the teacher is to co-operate in 

discovering the students to whom God has whispered His 

loving invitation. Next to the confessor, the discreet 

religious teacher is usually the best judge of signs of 

vocational aptitude among those under her care. She sees 

them under varying conditions; the classroom, on the 

playground, and in the building after school hours.' Thus 

she has ample opportunity to observe their mental quali

ties and moral habits. She observes their attitude toward

?Ibid.« p. 1.



obedience, innocence of life, deference for other indi

viduals and for their material goods and the extent of 

their capabilities, and finally, to determine their 

external devotion to God by their attendance at Holy 

Mass, reception of the Sacraments, their general behav

ior before the Blessed Sacrament, and to a certain extent, 

their love for prayer and sacrifice.®

If the teacher is sufficiently interested in 

fostering vocations, she will verify these qualities of 

soul and try to prepare the students so that they will 

^co-operate with God in the salvation of souls • She 

should help students to recognize the nobility of this 

work and awaken within them the realization of their part 

in preparing the coming generations for the sacramental 

life of the Church, if they accept Christ's invitation.

The following ways may assist in arousing interest 

in the higher calling of life and at the same time point 

out the needs of Holy Mother the Church.

1. Inform the students of the Church's need for 

zealous priests in parishes and missions, and for self- 

sacrificing brothers and sisters in the educational,

®Rev. Theodore Heck, O.S.B. "Keeping Up Interest 
In Vocations," Christ Calls. VII (January, 19^5), 29-31.
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social and nursing fields.

2. Stress the fact that the call to the religious 

life carries with it Christ's guarantee of the hundred

fold in this life and life everlasting.

3. Enumerate and discuss the personal qualifica

tions expected of those who respond to the call: a)a 

spirit of love and zeal for God and the Church, b)a desire 

to progress towards perfection, c)a spirit of personal 

sacrifice, d)a spirit of enthusiasm in helping others.

Show why new vocations are constantly needed 

to further the work of the Church: a)expansion of 

parishes results in requests for additional priests* 

brothers, and sisters; b)those religious who become too 

ill to fulfill their duties and those who die must be 

replaced by new members; e)the spread of the mission 

field requires additional missionaries all over the world.9

Young people may offer obstacles to the workings 

of grace by resorting to procrastination. They are apt 

to carry the conviction that tomorrow is something very 

far away. This attitude is not conducive to thought or 

plans for the future. Therefore it is well for the relig

ious in the classroom to aim at its eradication if she is

9 Ibid.. pp. 17-18.



56

seriously striving to arouse in them serious interest con

cerning their future* She may discreetly suggest that 

tomorrow is not as far away as it appears* This urge for 

immediate action may be accomplished by picturing to the 

potential religious the urgency of his desire and the 

immediate benefits which will accrue to him and others by 

the direct fulfillment of his aim.

Having stimulated the desire the religious steps 

aside to let God make His claim. For as is true in any 

type of guidance work, the teacher needs to be very care

ful not to make up the mind of the student for him. A 

vocation is a personal matter that concerns God and the 

soul. Christ plants the seeds of vocations. Religious 

merely strive to make the environment suitable for their 

growth. Father Theodore Heck, O.S.B. adds a prudent 

warning which is suitable for serious reflection by all 

those interested in fostering religious vocations:

When young people are on the verge of making up 
their minds regarding the state of life they wish 
to embrace, they like to feel that what they are 
about to do is of their own free choice and not 
what someone else wants them to do. It is true, 
that the recommendations and influence of friends, 
relatives, and those to whom they go for counsel 
can be a decisive factor in the choice that is 
actually m a d e5 however, one should be very care
ful not to let the responsibility of the decision 
slip from the young man or woman*s own conscience.iu

iO ib i d . ,  p .  3 2 .
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The teacher may be of assistance when students 

are floundering through their hours of indecision. For 

example, it is helpful to ask the student if he has 

thought about his future. It is encouraging for students 

to know that teachers are interested in their future. It 

is likewise comforting to students to know that a teacher 

will pray for him so that a right decision will be m a d e . ^  

Suggesting that students say a short prayer each day or 

that they receive Holy Communion frequently for this spe

cific intention will be an incentive that will cause ser

ious thought upon the part of the student.

Other means are desirable if students are to be 

given a correct understanding of the religious state.

The religion period provides a fitting opportunity for 

explanation and discussion of the subject.

An effective beginning is to discuss names and 

origins of various religious communities. The religious 

teacher may effectively start the discussion to stimu

late interest. Assignment of reports to be given by 

individual students will increase their fund of informa

tion. A  Quiz Program based upon the knowledge gained 

will arouse enthusiasm if well prepared and presented. A

i:iIbid.. p. 30
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discussion of the various types of life in different relig

ious communities should he included* i.e** active, semi- 

cloistered, and cloistered.

Young people are interested in learning of the 

external things associated with religious and the relig

ious state. In telling them about the habit, emphasize 

the fact that the more solemn and distinctive the work of 

any individual, the more certain it is that he or she will 

be dressed in uniform. A  few examples that clearly illus

trate this point ares the vestments of ecclesiastics, the 

royal robes and the court dress of nobility, ambassador

ial dress, the robes of judges, and the uniforms of sol

diers and sailors. In a somewhat similar way the relig

ious habit marks a sister as a person set aside for a 

distinctive work. It is her official uniform.12 It 

marks her as a person set aside to assist Christ in the 

work of saving souls. She is indeed fortunate to have 

been clothed with the distinctive uniform of G o d’s sol

diers here upon earth.

Each part of the habit is dear to the heart of 

the nun because she knows well its significance. In

12Rev. Daniel A. Lord, S.J. Letters to a I£un, 
p. 133. St. Louis: The Queen’s Work, 19**7.
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commenting upon the symbolism of the religious habit, 

Father Daniel A. Lord sayss

The men and women who designed religious habits 
were, not practical people, but poets. They loved 
the symbolism far more than they considered the 
comfort of the wearer of the habits. So they draped 
your head with the veil which since the dawn of 
human experience has indicated a young virgin. St. 
Peter gave a veil not unlike yours to the first con
secrated virgins in Rome. They bound your waist 
with the girdle that from the birth of human symbo
lism has meant chastity. They blended spotless 
white with stern black, because your life was t o • 
be marked by striking deeds against the somber back
ground of your religious routine. They draped you 
in the long folds of cloth that both symbolized and 
protected your modesty. They hung at your side, 
not a sword or an automatic, but the resistless 

x weapon of the rosary.13

A  nun receives great consolation from the wear

ing of the habit. It serves as a constant and loving 

reminder to her of her union with Christ. She should 

show by the way she wears it that she respects and values 

it. Students are keenly sensitive to attitudes and they 

will be cognizant of this one. If the attitude of the 

religious toward her habit is one of respect, in all 

probability the students will possess a similar attitude.

Let young people know that the movements to, abol

ish religious habits invariably come from those who do 

not wear them. The majority of religious look with dis-

13Ikid.> P. 133.
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favor at even the suggestion of a slight change in the 

habit. The idea of wearing ordinary clothes simply does 

not hold any appeal for nuns who understand the symbolism 

of the habit; its every detail holds meaning for them.

Most young men and women are aware that relig

ious voluntarily assume the responsibilities involved by 

the taking of the vows of obedience, poverty, and chastity, 

but as to their effectiveness in aiding religious to 

closer unity with Christ, little is known or understood. 

The vows of religion are assumed out of a great love of 

God and are observed faithfully on the same account.

They form the means to the perfect love of God.

The things that are accomplished under vow are 

more perfect than similar things done without the vow, 

if all other circumstances are equal. Besides meriting 

through the virtue of poverty, chastity and obedience, 

the religious also merits through the virtue of religion.

Father Augustine Klaas, S.J. in one of his 

writings stated:

It is the religious who has the best chance of 
loving God to the utmost, because he has freely 
adopted the best means to that end, namely, the 
persevering practice of the three counsels under 
vow. I1*"

l^Rev. Augustine Klaas, S.J. "Perfection and 
the Religious," Review for Religious. I (November, 19^2), 
tf02.
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If a thorough explanation is given of the vows, 

pupils will better understand their value and thus be 

stimulated to embrace them.

Another external factor that will interest 

students in the religious life is the religious name.

Most students realize that they received a saint’s 

name at baptism so that they would have a saint in 

heaven to intercede in their behalf and also so that 

they might try to imitate the virtues of the saint. Con

sequently they will readily associate these same factors 

with the bestowal of a new name upon a sister at her 

reception.

During all periods of history Christians have 

possessed a strong attraction for names. They have 

woven the whole fabric of the Church Universal by an 

interweaving of given names. The Popes are joined 

together with names that are constantly recurring.

From the saints in heaven are borrowed names to be con

ferred upon the children of earth in the hope that the 

new bond between them will draw the child of earth up 

toward eternal glory and bring the protection of the 

heavenly inhabitant down upon those who struggle the 

earthly way.^5

l^Lord, o g . ci t .. p. lU-O.
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With the bestowal of the new name at reception 

a new heavenly patron is acquired. He or she will inter

cede for the new religious. The beautiful doctrine of 

the communion of saints gives her access to the treas

ures of the saints for she has a new intimate within the 

company. The following reasons for the giving of a new 

name at the time of reception are presented by Father 

Lord, S.J.:

You have been given the name of a saint in the 
hope that you will become a saint of that name.
There is always room in heaven for more and more 
saints; and when God and your heavenly patroness 
and your superiors chose that name for you, they 
had a brief vision of the saintliness that that 
name might inspire you to attain.

Your name is a challenge to you to aspire to 
high sanctity, to forget the things that people 
in worldly fashion associated with “name and fame,“ 
and to write your new and lovely name in glorious 
letters upon the eternal scrolls of G o d’s citizenry.l®

The sister at her reception is starting a new 

life and hence is given a new name.

If the above explanations are presented to 

students they will probably better understand the symbo

lism of name giving in religious communities.

From these considerations it is apparent that the 

role of the religious teacher in the development of relig-

!^Ibld., pp. l^O-l^l
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îous vocations is of great import.

The results of the Religious Vocation Question

naires indicate that the majority of sisters who checked 

them believe that religious exert the greatest influence 

in developing potential religious vocations by means of 

their spirit of prayer and sacrifice, by contentment in 

work, and by their personality. The factors they consid

ered most detrimental in this work ares a worldly spirit 

in religious, the lack of courage to leave pleasures, and 

the appeal of high salaried positions.

Whether the coming generations will be able to 

boast of many and strong vocations to the higher states 

of life and of large numbers of truly Catholic families, 

will in great measure depend on the spiritual status and

efforts of the present day teachers of our young boys and
*

girls

As the school is one of the first and foremost 

factors in the development of vocations to the religious 

life, it may truthfully be said that if we have stable 

Christian teachers there will likely be an increase' in 

the number of religious vocations.

The task of the religious in developing relig-

^Kreuter, op. cit.. p. 185.



ions vocations is challenging, engrossing, and uplifting. 

What greater work is there than to inspire young people, 

to whom God has given a heart and a mind, with an effica

cious desire to devote themselves to the work of spread

ing knowledge of Christ and His Kingdom?

Christ could very easily have conquered the world 

without the help of man, but He chose to win it back for 

the glory of His Father by means of human weapons,18 The 

human weapons are the souls that dare to set aside their 

own existence to put on Christ, thereby losing their very 

beings in Him as He was lost in His Father.

What a sublime privilege and joy to aid Christ 

in His quest for these chosen souls and when they are 

found to assist them in recognizing His call!

6 ^

l^Rev. Alban Goodier, S.J. The Public Life of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, vol. 1. p. 213. London: Burns Oates 
&  Washbourne, 1930.



THE INFLUENCE OF RELIGIOUS

T A B L E  IV

Per cent Rank
First Second Third Total

A. Personality........ lb 9 26 ^9

B. Contentment in her 26 26 30 82

C. Spirit of prayer
>K) 30 18 88

D. — 2 6 8

E. Religious habit and
mifitnins__ ......... 2 b 6

F. Own w o r k............ 1 2 3 6

G. Order or Mother-
3 2 1 6

H. Other ways......... mm am « m m »

First Rank...C (88$) 
Second Rank..B (82$) 

Third Rank.«.A (*f9$)

The first, second, and 
third per cent ranks in 
the above columns refer to 
the percentage of those 
who placed the item in 
that order.

The column entitled 
total is a summation of 
the other columns. It 
gives the percentage of 
those who placed the item 
first, second, or third 
in importance.



T A B L E  V

D E T E R R E N T  F A C T O R S

Per cent Bank
First Seeond ?hird Total

A. Worldly spirit in 
religious 39 8 21 68

B . Extreme evidence 
of zeal............. b 2 9 15

C . Insistence of
3 17 12 32

D . Repugnance and
inability to inform 
parents .......... . 1 5 b 10

E. Betrayal of trust.. 3 11 5 19

F. Lack of courage to 
leave pleasures.... 3*+ 17 15 66

G. High salaried posi- 
tions.............. 13 25 15 53

H. Other things........ 3 1

First Rank...A (68$) 
Second Rank..F (66$) 
Third Rank...G (53$)

The first, second, and 
third per cent ranks in 
the above columns refer to 
the percentage of those 
who placed the item in 
that order.

The column entitled 
total is the summation of 
the other columns. It

fives the percentage of hose who placed the item 
first, second, or third 

in importance.



T A B L E  V I

COMMUNITY PRACTICES

Per cent Rank
First Second Third Total

A. Novena for voca
tions 11 25 9 b5

B. Prayers in common 
said daily for this 
intention.......... 58

3

13

7

3 7b

C. Personal interviews 17 27

D. Periodical adver
ts sine ............. 2 3 b 9

E.\
Individual zeal.... 10 19 8 37

F. Masses offered for 
this intention..... 8 b 15 27

r* flfVior M#»t-.hndf5 ...... 1 w m tm 1

First Rank...B (7b%) 

Second Rank. .A (b5%) 

Third Rank...E (37%)

The first, second, and 
third per cent ranks in 
the above columns refer to 
the percentage of t hose 
who placed the item in 
that order*

The column entitled 
total is a summation of 
the other columns. It 
gives the percentage of 
those who placed the item 
first, second, or third 
in importance.



C H A P T E R  V

CLASSROOM PRACTICES SUITABLE FOR 

DEVELOPING VOCATIONS

All of us are aware that each religious community 

must rely heavily on more prayer, more sacrifice, more 

generosity, and more and better rule keeping so as to 

obtain G o d’s assistance in developing religious vocations. 

To fail to make use of other means as well is illogical. 

Each religious community must plan intelligently the 

ways and means by which it will meet the present shortage 

of laborers in the Lord’s vineyard. It is the time for 

action, not for moaning. The period of crises is accom

panied by great opportunities if one can discover and 

use them to advantage.

It was the great St. Ignatius Loyola who said* 

”You must rely on God as if all depended on Him and 

work as hard as if all depended on you."I

It is well for religious to get a better under

standing of the “parallelism” of natural and supernatural 

methods in this matter as in all others. It is as intel-

ilgnatius Loyola, S.J. quoted in Fulkerson, S.J. 
in "Religious Vocations and The Sisterhood," The Faculty 
Adviser. VIII (March, 19^5), 1.
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ligent to p r a y  for someone w h o  is d r o w n i n g  and not attempt 

to rescue him as it is to p r a y  for vocations to the r e l i g

ious state and f a i l  t o  do any w o r k  in helping to d e v e l o p  

their g r o w t h . 2

I n  the a p p r e c i a t i o n  of the grace of v o c a t i o n  too 

m u c h  P r o v i d e n t i a l i s m  is apparent. Some r e l i gious r e f r a i n  

from discus s i n g  the m a t t e r  of v o c a t i o n s  w i t h  students 

because they do n o t  w a n t  to interfere in the operat i o n s  

of g r a c e .3 It is w e l l  to r e m e m b e r  that all o r d i n a r y  graces 

of life r e a c h  m a n k i n d  t h rough h u m a n  or m a t e r i a l  i n s t r u

ments. A s s u r e d l y  the grace of v o c a t i o n  is no exception, 

except for the e x t r e m e l y  f e w  cases of u n u s u a l  and m i r a c u

lous v o c a tions that w o u l d  bear a r e semblance to the c a l l

ing of St. Paul.1*' T h e  call to the h i g h e r  life is a great 

and supernatural grace; nevertheless, it n o r m a l l y  is 

brought to f r u i t i o n  t h rough the interest, understanding, 

and assistance of r e l i g i o u s . ?

A r c h b i s h o p  S p a l d i n g  e x p r esses his o p i n i o n  of 

this m a t t e r  v e r y  p o i n t e d l y  w h e n  he says:

2Rev. William J. Ferree, S.M. "The Church1s Reed 
of Vocations,1* The Rational Catholic Educational Associa
tion Bulletin. X L - X L I C Ï ? ^ - ^ ? ) ,  29^.

3lbid.

^Ibid.. p. 295.
?Ibid.. p. 289.
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A  vocation is not like a parcel tied up and 
addressed. Rather, it is like a tender and delicate 
seedling which, if we tend it carefully, will grow 
to maturity, but if we neglect it, will wither away 
and die.®

Therefore, working to develop religious voca

tions may be considered by some to be interference with 

grace; nevertheless, it definitely is a type of hopeful 

co-operation which is desirable if by means of it, indi

viduals are self-influenced to follow the way chosen for 

them by Christ.

What more inspiring endeavor could one engage in 

than to charge young people with an irresistable desire 

to devote themselves to the little ones whom Christ loves; 

to the people suffering great bodily ills; or to the won

derful work of drawing new souls to learn of Him?

But what about working to further vocations in the 

classroom? Will it prove a worth-while venture in the 

movement for the fostering of religious vocations? The 

answer is found by studying another question. Does it 

pay to advertise? Big business is convinced that it does, 

for it willingly spends thousands of dollars for so little 

as one page of advertising.7

^Archbishop Spalding, “The Teacher,“ Out of Many 
Hearts, p. 7* Notre Dames The University Press, 1929.

?Rev. Peter M. Miller, S.C.J. “Vocations Cost 
Money,“ Review for Religious. VIII (January, 19^9), 18.
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A d v e r t i s i n g  works o n  the subconscious mind. If, 

for example, a p e r s o n  hears and sees the word, Aspirin, 

o f t e n  enough, that w i l l  be the w o r d  that he w i l l  m o s t  

l i k e l y  u t t e r  w h e n  he is d i s t r e s s e d  due to the i n c o n v e n

ience and d i s c o m f o r t  caused b y  a headache. I n  a similar 

way w i l l  the s t udent in the c l a s s r o o m  pause to p onder the 

religious life if he has e n joyed the good f o rtune of 

h e aring a bout it a n d  has gained i n f o r m a t i o n  concer n i n g  

it t h rough r e a d i n g  materi a l s .

O n  the other hand, it is e x t r e m e l y  i m p r u d e n t  to 

be over zealous. S t u d e n t s  b e l i e v e  y o u  are u s i n g  high 

p r e ssure s a l e s m a n s h i p  tactics and t h e y  d o  not like them. 

O v e r  zealousness o n  the part of r e l i g i o u s  w i l l  tend to 

t u r n  students a w a y  f r o m  the r e l i g i o u s  state instead of 

d r a w i n g  them t oward it.

T h e r e  is little danger of this particular 

obstacle, for r e l i g i o u s  are far m o r e  prone to n e glect 

to give i n f o r m a t i o n  for w h i c h  s t u dents are groping. If 

n o t  provided w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  and e n c o u r a g e m e n t  at the 

p roper time, the v o c a t i o n  is v e r y  likely to be ignored, 

f o u g h t  against, and e v e n t u a l l y  stifled.

O n e  of the indirect a p p r o a c h e s  to the subject 

is the r e c i t a t i o n  of a prayer said daily for r e l i gious 

vocations. T h e  r e c i t a t i o n  of this prayer w i l l  provide 

o p p o r t u n i t y  for the s u bconscious and the conscious
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m i n d  to shift into action. P rayer of n e c e s s i t y  m u s t  be 

b o l s t e r e d  b y  a c a reful scrutiny on the part of the r e l i g

ious teacher, of the aptitudes, likings and p o t e n t i a l i

ties of students, in order to analyze their moral, i n t e l

lectual, and p h y s i c a l  fitness for the religious state.

T h r o u g h  the h e aring and saying of the prayer 

daily, students will be stimulated to persevere in p r a y

ing for other things as well and thus w i l l  they d e e p e n  

their spiritual life.

T h e  power of prayer is so stupendous that it is 

difficult and ofttimes i mpossible to f a t h o m  the depths 

of its accomplishments.

T h e  r e sults of the R e l i g i o u s  V o c a t i o n  Q u e s t i o n

naires s h o w  that e ighty-nine per cent of the sisters 

w h o  checked them considered the d a i l y  prayer said for 

religious vocat i o n s  to be the m o s t  important f a ctor 

u s e d  in the c l a s s r o o m  for this purpose. N i n e t y - s e v e n  

per cent of the sisters placed it first, second, or 

third in importance.

It is true that one of the h i ghest and m o s t  

satisfying of joys recei v e d  by religious, b o t h  m e n  and 

women, is that of a s s i sting others to find Christ. If 

the real Christ be m a d e  known to y o u n g  people, He will 

be loved b y  the vast m a j o r i t y  of them because of what
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He is. S t u dying H i m  and trying to imitate H i s  virtues 

w i l l  ever prove to be a f a s c i n a t i n g  as w e l l  as profitable 

task. The longer one is engrossed or a b s o r b e d  b y  it, the 

greater w i l l  b e  the profit derived.

One v e r y  perti n e n t  m e t h o d  that m a y  be u s e d  w i t h  

success by religious admini s t r a t o r s  and teachers i n  a s s i s t

ing others to l e a r n  of Christ, the G o d  Man, is to pro

vid e  time and o p p o r t u n i t y  for a w e e k l y  C h a p e l  P eriod 

w i t h i n  the s chool program. The time m o s t  suitable is the 

r e l i g i o n  period, not only b e c a u s e  it is a r e l i gious a c t i v

ity, but also because h aving it at that partic u l a r  time 

impresses f o r c e f u l l y  u p o n  the m i n d s  of the students the 

r e a l i t y  that their r e l i g i o n  m u s t  be lived. T o o  m a n y  

young m e n  and w o m e n  graduate f r o m  Catholic h i g h  schools 

w i t h  h i g h  scholastic averages in religion, but are u t t e r l y  

lacking in d e p t h  of spirituality. F o r  them, r e l i g i o n  

has m e a n t  studying a b o u t  G o d  and the things of God, in

stead of loving G o d  and the things of God. If love is 

present, k n o w l e d g e  w i l l  a c c o m p a n y  it, but k n o w l e d g e  m a y  

be present w i t h o u t  love. T h e  C h a p e l  Period helps stu

dents to r e a l i z e  that r e l i g i o n  m u s t  be a part of their 

d a i l y  liyes if it is to aid them in their quest for a 

h a p p y  eternity.

O f  what does the C h apel P eriod consist? That
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of course is left to the discretion and judgment of the 

pastor or to a priest appointed by him to direct this 

function. The sequence of prayers, hymns, meditation, 

and benediction may very readily be changed from time 

to time.

Arrangements that have proved workable in a 

number of Catholic high schools are as follows: 

Arrangement A.

1. Hymn

2. Recitation of the rosary, (one month the 
boys lead it and the girls respond, the 
next month the order is reversed)

3. Short meditation is led by the priest

b. Hymn

5. Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament 

Arrangement ]3. .

1. Prayer to the Holy Spirit

2. Litany of the Sacred Heart

3 . Hymn

*f. Short meditation (private prayer)

5. Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament 

Arrangement C.

1. Short meditation led by the priest

2. Hymn

3. Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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b, B e n e d i c t i o n  of the M o s t  B l e s s e d  S a c r a m e n t
T h e  v a r i e d  arrangements are suggested so that 

there w i l l  be p r esent a tinge of v a r i e t y  and u n e x p e c t e d

ness.

T h e  C h a p e l  Period lasts a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one half- 

hour. It is w e l l  n o t  to permit it to become too l e n g t h y  

f o r  it would t h e n  become tedious for the m a j o r i t y  of stu

dents .

T h e  spirit of the f a c u l t y  and the entire stu

dent b o d y  receives a n  added u p l i f t  w h e n  all are present 

once a w e e k  to e njoy the compan i o n s h i p  of the D i v i n e  

M a s t e r .  T h e  C h a p e l  Period helps to d r a w  all m e m b e r s  of 

the school into a b o n d  of closer relationship.

A n d  of w h a t  p r a c t i c a l  v a l u e  will the C h a p e l  

P e r i o d  be to the d e v e l o p m e n t  of religious vocat i o n s ?

Its value can s c a rcely be overestimated, since the 

C h a p e l  Period helps to increase the d e p t h  of s p i r i t u a l

ity of those t aking part. G r e a t e r  d e p t h  of spirit u a l i t y  

w i t h i n  the student b o d y  w i l l  be a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  an in

crease in the n u m b e r  of souls w i l l i n g  to sacrifice their 

all for the love of God. K n o w l e d g e  of God b e g e t s  f r i e n d

ship and love of Him. Love is accomp a n i e d  by g e n e r o s i t y  

and sacrifice i n  behalf of the one loved. G o d  cannot be 

o u tdone in generosity; therefore, is it not l o gical to
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w i lling and eager to do things for Him, that He i n  r e t u r n  

w i l l  b e s t o w  u p o n  some of their n u m b e r  the great grace of 

v o c a t i o n  to the religious state?

O c c a s i o n a l l y  religious have the o p p o r t u n i t y  to 

c o ntact students informally. If these contacts are p r u

den t l y  planned and c a rried t h r o u g h  efficiently, they m a y  

prove of great v a l u e  in f o s t ering vocations to the r e l i g

ious state.

Indivi d u a l  conferences w i l l  be more effective if 

they are u s e d  w i t h  m o deration. G r e a t  care and c o n s i d e r

able prayer and t h o u g h t  should be expended b e f o r e  c o n

tacting individuals i n  regard to this matter, for some 

students resent strongly even the s u g g e s t i o n  that they 

m i g h t  be inclined toward the r e l i gious life. W h e n  this 

type of attitude exists and r e l i gious are aware that it 

does, t h e n  it is far better n e v e r  to contact students 

possessing it. Confe r e n c e s  u n d e r  such conditions would 

u n d o u b t e d l y  do n o t h i n g  m o r e  than to develop the spirit 

of disinterest into one of antagonism.

Other students possess an e n t i r e l y  diffe r e n t  

attitude. M a n y  there are w h o  a r e  v i t a l l y  interested 

i n  learning about the religious life but they c e r t ainly 

d o  not want to be tagged as p o t e n t i a l  religious. If
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they are able to g l e a n  the i n f o r m a t i o n  unobtrusively, 

t h e y  w i l l  gain b o t h  pl easure and profit f r o m  it. S o m e

times religious are v e r y  aware of c e r t a i n  students p o s

sessing such a n  attitude. W h e n  this is true, it is 

a d v i s a b l e  at f i r s t  to give the students o p p ortunities 

to r emain after s chool  hours to a ssist w i t h  v a rious home 

r o o m  duties or to w o r k  o n  projects, such as p o s t e r  m a k i n g  

or other types of art work. It w i l l  not take long before 

they will propose ques tions that are at least indire c t l y  

r e l a t e d  to the topic of r e l i gious life. G r a d u a l l y  they 

w i l l  gain more courage  and w i l l  n o t  be a fraid to have 

others k n o w  that t h e y  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it. T h i s  courage 

w i l l  d e v elop m o r e  r a p i d l y  if t h e y  o f t e n  p a rtake of the 

B o d y  and B l o o d  of Christ.

T h e n  there is the m i n o r i t y  group c o m posed of stu- 

dents who are v e r y  o p e n  and u t t e r l y  w i t hout guile in so 

f a r  as their attit u d e  toward r e l i gious and r e l i g i o u s  life 

is concerned. T h e y  are d e e p l y  intere s t e d  i n  b o t h  and are 

little concerned w h e t h e r  others approve or look askance. 

T h e y  n e i ther f l a u n t  their views before those w h o  are d i s

intere s t e d  or disdainful, nor are they secretive in r e

gard to them. T h e y  w i l l  u s u a l l y  ask w i t h  s i m p l i c i t y  con

cerning the things they w i s h  to know. I n  these cases 

confer e n c e s  are held at the r e q u e s t  of the students and
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will have the most desirable results.

When religious are pressed for time and they are 

sorely tempted to give up trying to have individual con

ferences with prospective candidates, let them make use 

of the great spiritual vitamin, prayer. In a very short 

while their difficulties will start to diminish and their 

courage to soar. Father Theodore Heck makes the follow

ing suggestions for religious to ponders

Vocations among youth are too precious to be 
misdirected and above all to be slighted when one 
realizes that in many cases, boys and girls work 
out their problems with great fear and trembling.

God, it is true, plants the seed of a voca
tional desire in the heart, but men must supply 
the environment and nourishment necessary for its 
development before it can bring forth fruit.°

Sodality and Mission activities should be

encouraged. Both of these organizations will help to
*

develop the spirit of sacrifice and generosity so vital 

for those called to the religious life. Of still greater 

importance will be the increase in knowledge and love of 

God and His mother instilled in the minds and hearts of 

our youth by means of them. '

Thus it is evident that through the assistance

8Rev. Theodore Heck, O.S.B. «Foreward,“ Christ 
Calls. VII (January, 19^5).



79

of the Sodality and the Mission Crusade many vocations 

to the religious life will likely be brought to fruition 

which otherwise might never materialize.

It is true that traditionally young people are 

enthusiastic in co-operating with movements that require 

them to give of their time and energy. Father Heck draws 

attention to ways that will engender a spirit of prayer 

and sacrifice:

1. Through frequent participation in the 
Mass.

2. Through the reception of the Sacraments 
regularly and of Holy Communion frequently.

3. Through more direct participation in 
serving at Mass, singing In the choir, leading 
in the Missa recitata, etc.

b. Through assistance, where customary, in 
work about the sacristy and sanctuary under 
adult guidance.

•

5. Through visits to the Blessed Sacrament 
out of the regular school routine periods.

6 . Through the use of simple meditation and 
silent prayer.

7. Through faithfulness in attendance at 
parish devotions.

/
8 . Through earnestness in school work.

9. Through ready obedience at home and at 
school.

10. Through practice of self-denial in matters 
of choice.

11* Through recognition and use of higher motives



80

applied to ordinary activities and duties.

12. Through creating an interest in Catholic 
reading material.9

In nineteen hundred forty-three at the annual 

meeting of the Department of Diocesan School Superin

tendents, Catholic Educational Association, held in 

New York, a resolution was adopted declaring March to 

be Vocation Month for the schools of the country.

Interest in vocations to the religious life 

can readily be aroused and developed during Vocation 

Month if the various activities that concern vocations 

are well planned and carried out efficiently.

Attractive posters, pamphlets, and books per

taining to the subject should be made accessible for 

use by all those interested in learning about the relig

ious state.

This is an opportune time to dramatize skits, 

plays, and events associated with the foundation of var

ious religious communities.

Another very efficacious method of getting stu-
*

dents to give serious thought to the religious life is

31

^Heck, o£. cit.. pp. 2^-25. 

l°The Catholic Educational Review. XLIII (19^5)»
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to conduct a Religious Vocation Survey11 among them. It 

should be formulated so that in answering the questions, 

students will have to ponder well the various aspects of 

the religious life.

Vocation Surveys enable the young people to 

express themselves freely. If they do not do so the 

surveys will be of slight avail. The surveys also dis

close to teachers what students think about the religious 

life. In this way misinterpretations and incorrect ideas 

concerning it may be rectified through general follow-up 

procedures . * 12
Most young people enjoy a trip. Why not plan one 

that would include stops at a few seminaries and convents? 

It might very easily be arranged in most instances for the

students to have close contact while there with some of»

the novices and postulants. This method of fostering 

vocations is especially effective if some of the novices 

and postulants were former students.

Vocation Month is an excellent time for inviting 

members of various religious communities to give talks 

on vocations to the student body. Prudence should be

i^Sr. M. Alieian, B.V.M. "Want The $6^ Answers?“ 
The Faculty Adviser. XII (March, 19^9)> 1.

12Ibid.. p. 5 .
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exercised in determining the number of such talks. To 

sponsor too many will likely result in confusion and 

boredom•

In talking of vocations one should be very care

ful not to display an erroneous estimate of religious 

life to the exclusion of the other Christian states of 

life.^3 Both the married and the life of virginity are 

true vocations and possess great dignity. Assuredly, 

no disparaging or depreciating remarks should ever be 

made concerning either of them.I* 1*

One should likewise be extremely careful not 

to possess an inordinate devotion to one's own relig

ious community.^5 In reality, all religious institutes 

are working with the same aim in views the winning of 

souls for Christ. If young men and women are to be 

encouraged to work for the same cause, they need the in

spiration of Christ-like charity displayed by His Spouses.

Then too, we should bear in mind that the voca

tion to the brotherhood is a special vocation, and not 

just something one takes as a last resort or as a stepping

^ E d i t o r s ,  "Shall W e  T a l k  A b o u t  V o c a t i o n ? "  R e v i e w  
f o r  R e l i g i o u s . II (July, 19*+3)» 218.

lL*-Ibid.. p. 219.

1^Ibid.
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stone to some other station or position in life .18
If religious are charitable in regard to voca

tions to all religious orders, their own institute will 

not suffer; on the contrary, it will flourish more abun

dantly. No one is ever more charitable than Christ, and 

when He sees religious practicing true charity, He will 

reward them abundantly.

If these facts are recognized, then during 

Vocation Month material from various religious institutes 

will be placed on display, and encouragement will be given 

to any students who develop an attraction for an insti

tute other than one's own. Only in this way can Christ's 

cause be furthered effectively and in the way He desires.

T h e  St. J o h n  B o s c o  C l u b  for boys and Our L a d y  of

G o o d  C o unsel C l u b  for girls have b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  in*

various places by the Passionist Fathers. The aim of 

these clubs is to present the priesthood and the relig

ious life in such an attractive manner that our boys and 

girls will want it. In a word, the purpose of the clubs 

is to cultivate vocations.17

T h e  club idea is a p r o g r a m  that creates interest,

18ibid.« pp. 217-220.

17Rev. Godfrey Poage, C.P. Vocational Club 
Handbook, pp. 22-23. Chicago: John Bosco Vocational 
Club, 19**3.
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encourages and inspires. The play way of teaching has 

been woven into the program in such a way that the young 

boys and girls look forward eagerly to the meetings. 

Various devices are used to gain and sustain interest in 

vocations. Contests, games, stunts, motion pictures, 

and dramatics are among those used to present and review 

vocational m a t e r i a l . ^

Membership in the clubs will not tag a student 

as being a prospect for the religious life, since all 

should be encouraged to join. Through membership in 

the clubs, those students who later enter the married 

state will be less likely to be prejudiced against 

having their children enter the religious state. Be

cause of their previous association with the Vocation 

Clubs they will better understand the great privileges 

and blessings granted those who are destined to follow 

in the footsteps of Christ. For those who later enter 

the religious state, membership will provide them with 

a fuller understanding of the life they plan to follow.*9

Club meetings will include three principle 

elements: religion, instruction, and enjoyment.

l8i61â.

*̂•9 ibid.
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A c c o r d i n g  to the i n f o r m a t i o n  f o u n d  i n  the V o c a

tional Club H a n d b o o k  p u b l ished b y  the J o h n  B o s c o  V o c a

tio n a l  Club, the p r i n ciple a dvantages of a V o c a t i o n a l  

C l u b  ares

It w i l l  create a “V o c a t i o n a l  A t m o s p h e r e“ in  
the school or parish.

It w i l l  a w a k e n  in i n dividuals a p e r s o n a l  
interest i n  the v o c a t i o n a l  problem.

It w i l l  s u s t a i n  that interest, k e eping the 
m e m b e r s  " V o c a t i o n  Conscious."

It w i l l  bring out a v o c a t i o n a l  interest from 
m o r e  r e s erved and t i m i d  boys and girls, w h o  w o u l d  
n e v e r  m a n i f e s t  such a n  interest, if it were n o t  
for the l e a d e r s h i p  of others.

It estab l i s h e s  f r i e n d l y  c o n tact b e t w e e n  
m o d e r a t o r  a n d  m e m b e r s .

It w i l l  s u p p l y  a f r i e n d l y  “club" atmosp h e r e  
i n  w h i c h  young people c a n  a s k  questions a n d  d i s
cuss v o c a t i o n a l  problems.

It binds together, in a c o m m o n  fellowship, 
those w i t h  a c o m m o n  interest.

It t h e r e b y  strengthens their vocation.

It u n i t e s  them w i t h  a still stronger bond of 
p r a y e r .

It w i l l  carry the v o c a t i o n a l  interest over 
into the home.

It can b e c o m e  a training (and testing) school 
of virtue.

It should therefore r educe the n u m b e r  of 
"casualties" r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  boys entering s e m i n a r
ies and girls entering convents w i thout sufficient 
k n o w l e d g e  or v i r t u e . 2 ^

2 Q Ibid
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T h e  h i g h  point of the entire school year for 

the m a j o r i t y  of students i n  C a t h o l i c  h i g h  schools is 

the annual three d a y  retreat. D u r i n g  the f irst months 

of school the students await it eagerly, w o n d e r i n g  p e r

haps, w i t h  no scant interest, the i d e n t i t y  of the retreat 

m a s t e r  to be chosen, etc. T h e  m o n t h s  f o l l o w i n g  the r e

treat are f i l l e d  w i t h  a more enthus i a s t i c  spirit of 

C a t h o l i c i s m  and a n  in creased d e p t h  of spiri t u a l  living.

T h e  r e t r e a t  acts as a great b o o n  for relig i o u s  

vocations. A p p a r e n t l y  the H o l y  G h o s t  is able to make 

His inspirations h e a r d  m o r e  r e a d i l y  at this p a r t i c u l a r  

time. Is it not true that m a n y  religious can point to 

a retreat made w h i l e  in high school as being the time 

w h e n  first they w e r e  aware of the great soul s t i rring 

r e a l i t y  of the grace of vocation?

A m o n g  the m o s t  effective m e a n s  u s e d  in the 

classroom for f o s t e r i n g  religious vocations are the 

followings the d a i l y  prayer said for that intention, 

s p ecial sermons and talks, p e r s o n a l  interviews, posters 

a n d  pamphlets, v o c a t i o n a l  clubs, v o c a t i o n  month, class 

discussions, c h a p e l  periods and the a nnual retreat.
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CLASSROOM PRACTICES FOR ENCOURAGING 
RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS

Per cent Rank
First Second Third Total

A. Daily prayer.......... 89 If if 97

B. Personal interview... if 28 11 b3

c Vno.af.i nnal ftTnf»» _____ lb 19 33

D. Special sermons or
talks ................ . 2 25 20 b7

E. Emphasizing voca
tion week and month.. 3 9 13 25

F. Posters, leaflets, 
pamphlets........... . — lif 22 36

G. Other methods........ 2 — mm mm 2

First Rank...A (97%) 

Second Rank.*D 0±7%) 

Third Rank...B (*f3$)

The first, second, and 
third per cent ranks in 
the above columns refer to 
the percentage of those 
who placed the item in 
that order.

The column entitled 
total is a summation of 
the other columns. It 
gives the percentage of 
those who placed the item 
first, second, or third 
in importance.



C H APTER V I

R E A D I N G  IN THE H O M E  A N D  CLASSROOM

T o  m o s t  young  boys and girls, C hrist is l i t e r

all y  unknown, and b e cause of this He is loved but little. 

H e  appears to be a vague, p o w e r f u l  and almost t e r r i f y

ing individual to w h o m  people address petitions, w h i c h  

are followed b y  thanks if the p e t i t i o n s  be granted.

L o y a l t y  to C hrist should cause religious to be 

zealous i n  e radicating such erroneous ideas and i n  m a k

ing C hrist k n o w n  and loved b y  our Catholic y o u n g  people 

and a l l  others w h o m  they are able to contact.

One m e t h o d  of doing so is b y  p l acing at their 

d i s p o s a l  suitable reading material. I n  t h i s  w a y  they 

w i l l  acquire k n o w l e d g e  of God and t h r o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  

f r i e n d s h i p  w i l l  d e v e l o p  w h i c h  l a t e r  w i l l  d e e p e n  into 

love if n u r t u r e d  and appreciated.

As G e r t r u d e  C o r r i g a n  p oints out:

A  m a n  is k n o w n  b y  the c o m p a n y  he k e e p s  is an 
old adage; to it m a y  well be added that a m a n  is 
m a r k e d  by the c o m p a n y  he keeps. A s  a m a n  selects 
his companions in life, so, also, he is free to 
choose other and m o r e  subtle friends, the people 
he m a y  m e e t  i n  the pages of b o o k s . 1

^-Gertrude Corrigan, "What Shall W e  R e a d ?” The 
C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n a l  R e v i e w  T X L I I I  (19H-5)» 29-30*
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What better companions could one possess than 

Christ, His mother, and the saints? Books based upon 

their lives are very fruitful means of developing relig

ious vocations.

Many will agree that it pays to advertise. How 

few would know anything about the leading brands of food 

and clothing if their names were not flashed before our 

eyes and brought within range of our hearing very fre

quently. Clever advertising keeps the names of these 

products in evidence as much as it is possible to do so.

In a similar fashion, if religious are interested 

in making Christ loved, they must advertise His doctrines 

and His individuality; both as God and Man. And in what 

finer way can this be accomplished than by getting stu

dents to read about Christ, His mother, the saints, and 

the religious life? Thus students will learn the joy 

and happiness that come from knowledge of God and His 

way of life.

Vocational literature will possess strong spiri

tual appeal and will also have an intimate, personal 

appeal since it very often unfolds the beautiful secrets 

that lie hidden in the hearts of Christ’s spouses. It 

should tell the truth concerning the religious life , 2 so

2Rev. Godfrey Poage, C.P. “Presenting Vocational 
Reading to Girls,“ T h e  Faculty Adviser. VII (February,
1 9 W ,  5.
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that those reading it will not be misinformed.

Since young people long for affection and com

panionship, vocational literature should point out to 

them that the sacrifice of human affection and companion

ship by religious merits the deep, abiding love and eter

nal companionship of Christ. As Father Godfrey Poage 

so forcefully points outs

Nuns of today are not spiritless, soulless 
women. They are the girls who were most alive, 
spiritually and physically, and because of their 
alertness learned the secret of a greater love.
They learned that there is a more radiant hap
piness and deeper contentment, a more illustrious 
family and more satisfying intimacy, an i n c o m
parable romance, and love’s perfect fulfillment, 
and they responded.3

An explanation of the more human things in 

religious life that make religious houses ring with 

laughter should be included. Let young people know 

that priests and nuns know which end of a hockey stick 

to use, that many can play a smooth game of tennis, 

while for others a high batting average or bowling 

score is not uncommon.1* The religious habit does not 

take away one’s interest in recreation or deprive one 

entirely of opportunities for recreational pursuits.

3lbid.

*+Ibid.
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The typical American boys and girls are used to 

exercise and active recreation.5 Let them know that re

ligious men and women still enjoy it, too, and that sisters 

do n’t spend all their time in prayer, seizing, and teaching.

Of the numerous and varied devices used in devel

oping interest in vocations, the placement of vocational 

literature at the disposal of students is among the easiest 

and most practical . 6 A variety of things are accomplished 

through its use. It stimulates thought, answers unasked 

questions, eradicates doubts, provokes questions and may 

even banish prejudice. Information is supplied by relig

ious vocational literature, and since lack of knowledge 

concerning the religious life has probably caused a con

siderable decline in the number of vocations, will not 

the securing of adequate information work inversely and 

bring about an increase in the number? Through reading 

material the religious state should be shown to be attain

able. Other aspects of the subject which would prove of 

value if considered are: signs of vocation, entrance 

requirements, and the way to apply for admittance<, Young

5lbid.

% e v .  Godfrey Poage, C.P. "Promoting Vocations 
Through Reading," Tt*e Faculty Adviser. VII (December, 19^3)>

5.
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people who are interested in the religious state are 

very eager to know these things and yet most of them 

are hesitant about asking direct questions concerning 

them. Therefore, it is wise to provide reading material 

that will give it. Without knowledge concerning these 

subjects, the religious life appears too unapproachable, 

perhaps even forbidding to those who know it not.

Reading matter must be attractive and conform 

to youth's own standards.7 It should possess "class." 

Good gloss paper, large clear type, and plenty of 

pictures are requisites if it is to carry appeal for 

modern young people.

And now, since we have considered some of the 

subjects that should be covered in vocational literature, 

what about other Catholic books? Of what particular 

value, if any, will they be in helping to foster relig

ious vocations? In answering this question, let us 

implement it by means of other questions which are 

closely related. Will not the reading of Catholic 

books help Catholic young men and women to better '

7iw.
“Brother George H. Schuster, “Why Don't They Read 

Catholic Books?" The National Catholic Educational 
Association Bulletin. XXXVIII-XXXIX (19^1-42),363.
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understand our illustrious Catholic heritage?® Will not 

this knowledge and understanding of Peter and Paul, 

Augustine and Jerome, Benedict and Bernard, Anselm and 

Hildebrand, Aquinas and Dante, More, Teresa, Ignatius, 

Newman, Leo XIII and Chesterton9 cause to enkindle within 
our youth the burning desire to assist in this magnificent 

endeavor to spread the knowledge of God and the things of 

God to the people of the world?

But how are teachers to develop in students a 

taste for the Catholic literature of the past and present? 

Will the display of book Jackets describing the works of 

Belloc, Repplier, Leen and Merton, strengthened by a few 

general exhortations from the classroom teacher suffice 

to perform the task? Definitely not,^°

To convince students to read worth-while books, 

the task involves more than the above mentioned pro

cedures, though they do possess merit. To develop within 

the Catholic student a love for Catholic books, teachers 

must love them. They will love them only on condition 

that they know them. If religious teachers discuss 

Catholic books with their students with enthusiasm and 

conviction, using colorful metaphors, then they will have

9Ibid.
l°Ibid.. p. 36*f
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made a good beginning in developing in students a like 

appreciation for Catholic literature.^

A  wise choice of books is also a strong factor
\

in developing enthusiastic and even avid readers. Biog

raphies that picture our saints as being synthetic crea

tures with glitter dust halos instead of red blooded, 

energetic individuals, should be avoided .-*-2 The saints 

were not canonized because they were smug, sweet little 

darlings, but rather because they were dynamic individ

uals aflame with the unquenchable love of God that burned 

within their hearts. Instead of being timid, spineless 

creatures, they were the personification of courage and 

strength.

A  new school of writers led by Father Martindale

has come to the rescue and provides books that portray' •

the saints as human beings,*3 jn  the books written by 

these men our young men and women will learn that the 

saints fought, struggled, loved and were loved, failed 

and tasted the satisfaction that comes with achievement, 

liked recreation and very often found it somewhat'diffi-

i:LIbid.

3-2Ibid.. p. 365
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cult to pray.

Brother George Schuster makes the following sug

gestion to teachers:

Introduce the Little Flower as portrayed in 
•'Written in Heaven” by Frances Parkinson Keys, 
not as a pansy nor shrinking violet. She wasn't 
born with holy water in her veins, but the good 
blood of ITorman knights who chopped down many a 
devil's viceroy. And so did she. She still 
does.li+

Once Catholic students learn an appreciation for 

Catholic literature their interest in secular material 

will likely wane noticeably.

Co-operation with parents in this matter will 

bring manifold rewards. If they are informed via the 

school paper or by means of a form letter of the books 

available to their children in the school library, they 

will be less apt to duplicate them in the home. Other 

lists showing desirable books suitable for young people 

will prove very beneficial to those parents who wish to 

provide good books for their children, yet fail to do so 

because they are unfamiliar with them.

There is an abundance of literature on the relig

ious life and on almost every community of religious, but 

it is seldom that parents of children have an opportunity

Ibid.
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to read any of it. Why not try to place some of this 

material in every home so that parents may learn to 

understand and value rightly the call to the religious 

life?

If this idea is not practicable in given situa

tions, then at stated intervals have a priest address 

the parents and tell them about the way of life, the 

sacrifices entailed, the rewards promised and the noble 

work done by religious.

The more Catholic reading material in the home, 

if it is read and its principles assimilated, the greater 

will become the spirit of Catholicity present therein,

Sr. M. Elaine Schaeffler believes that the read

ing of good Catholic magazines and newspapers will also

assist materially in making the homes more Catholic. She
»

states:

Another way to make the homes more Catholic is 
to encourage more good Catholic magazines and news
papers in the home. Many homes are ignorant of the 
fact that there is on the market a wealth of wonder
ful Catholic magazines; this ignorance accounts for 
the fact that there is a definite lack of Catholic 
literature in the home, compared with secular.liter
ature

Many of the publishing houses are eager to send

15sr. M. E l a i n e  Schaeffler, S.S.N.D. "Parental
O p p o s i t i o n  T o  R e l i g i o u s  V o c a t i o n s , "  J o u r n a l  R e l i gious
I n s t r u c t i o n . X V I I  XlSM-k?), 712.
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sample copies of their magazines for display purposes 

during Catholic Press Month. Take advantage of this 

opportunity and place them on display in the school 

library and classrooms. Let the students have free 

access to them, so that they will learn to know and 

enjoy them. At the close of the month permit the stu

dents to take the magazines home with them so that their 

parents will have a similar opportunity of perusing the 

contributions made by the Catholic press to the field 

of literature.

During recent years a number of Book Clubs have 

originated which are stimulating the writing and publish

ing of works containing Catholic philosophy. Provision 

by the school of information concerning these clubs will

do much to alleviate the risk involved by parents, some»

of whom are casual buyers of books for their children.

The Catholic Book Club was formed in nineteen 

hundred twenty-eight. Its selection of books is made 

by a board of editors composed of clergy and laity. Mem

bers of the club are sent books selected because of their 

religious and literary standards. The club headquarters 

are in Room 105^, 70 East *f5th Street, New York 17, New 

Y o r k . 16

^ F r a n c i s c a n  Clerics, The National Catholic 
Almanac, p. 511. Paterson: St. Anthony*s Guild, 19^9*
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The organization known as The Spiritual Book 

Associates began in nineteen hundred thirty-four. Its 

aim is to popularize books of high caliber by distribu

ting eight outstanding books each year to each subscrib

ing Associate. The headquarters are situated at 381 
Fourth Avenue, New York 16, New York.

The Pro Parvulis Book Club was founded by Father 

Francis X  Downey, S.J. in nineteen hundred thirty-five. 

The members of the club are divided into four groups 

according to age: children under ten, boys ten to four

teen, girls ten to fourteen, boys and girls of senior 

high school age.-1-®

Since nineteen hundred and forty-one the senior 

group has been known as the Talbot Club, in honor of the 

Reverend Francis Talbot, S.J., founder of the modern 

Catholic literature movement in the United States.

The function of this book club is explained in 

The National Catholic Almanac for nineteen hundred and 

forty-nine thus:

Members receive six carefully chosen new books 
during the year, together with a critical book- 
review magazine, the »»Herald.” The '»Herald*» reviews,

98

^ I b i d .. p. 510.
P. 511.
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suggests, and lists new and old books for children 
and also serves high school young people. It is 
issued six times a year and may be obtained by 
subscription independently of club m e m b e r s h i p . ^

In addition the club has an exclusive list of 

books, entitled MNew Worlds to Live , '1 listing one thou
sand books graded pre-school through high school. It is 

a survey of material of Catholic interest available for 

young people which meets good literary standards. These 

books are sufficiently integrated with Catholic principles 

to develop Catholicism for our young people as a culture 

as well as a creed. They will instill in them an apprec

iation of Catholic traditions and culture that form the 

priceless heritage of Catholic boys and girls.

The Holy Father bestowed His Apostolic Benediction 

on the directors and members of the Pro Parvulis Book Club. 

He desires this apostolate to be instrumental in encour

aging and elevating the tone of Catholic reading among the 

young people . 20
Headquarters for this club are at 6 Sherman 

Street, Springfield 9, Massachusetts.2i-
t

2QMary Kiely, Hew Worlds to Live. Cover. New York: 
The Paulist Press, 19*4-6 /

21Francisean Clerics, op. cit.. p. 511.
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The America Press conducts The Catholic Children's 

Book Club. Its purpose is to provide youth with books 

that will interest them, stimulate their imaginations, 

and cultivate within them a love for good reading. This 

club also has age groups* children six to eight, inter

mediate group, children nine to eleven, boys twelve to 

sixteen, and girls twelve to sixteen.

The books are chosen from publishers’ galley 

proofs by a committee of Catholic librarians in the New 

York area, headed by Reverend William J. Gibbons, S.J., 

executive secretary, who is also associate editor of 

MAmerica ." 22
The central office of the Catholic Children's 

Book Club is located at 70 East ^5th Street, New York 17, 

New York.* 23

A  movement to provide information of this type 

will no doubt accomplish much in Catholic homes to elimi

nate and replace obscene and trashy magazines and to in

still an appreciation for good reading matter.

It is also desirable to distribute illustrative 

material that will influence parents to have the Sacred

22Ibid.
23lbid



Heart enthroned in their homes. Where Christ reigns, 

there will be found Christ-like living. The members of 

the family circle will grow in virtue. Peace, joy, con

tentment, and a spirit of prayer and sacrifice will abound.

Surely in such homes where the charity of Christ 

flourishes, the parents will not object or refuse to co

operate with the grace of God if He should invite the 

son or daughter of the household to accept His way of 

life in the religious state. Rather, will they not 

through their close association with the living Christ 

learn to plead earnestly for this great grace, and if 

it is bestowed upon one of their own, to rejoice exceed

ingly because of it?

1 0 1



C H A P T E R  V I I

CONCLUSIONS

The data collected was not adequate for signifi

cant conclusions. Nevertheless, it sufficied to indicate 

certain definite trends of thought.

Through the study of the Religious Vocation 

Questionnaires, the following impressions evolved:

1. Parents should encourage vocations in their 

own families, because the Church needs vocations, the 

spread of Christianity required it and we must fill the 

ranks of the Church militant.

2. Parents who discourage religious vocations 

among their children should be reminded that religious 

will bring great blessings and comfort to parents, who 

will feel more certain of their children*s salvation . 

as religious, and G o d’s blessing may be withheld from 

parents if they refuse to share their treasures with 

Him.

3. The strongest factor in the home for stimu

lating vocations is a spirit of sacrifice both taught 

and practiced. Parental example in the reception of the 

Sacraments and their attitude toward religious and the 

religious life are also very efficacious means of develop-
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ing religious vocations.

*+. An indirect method of approach is generally 

more effective for bringing out vocations than the 

direct method.

5. A  sister exerts the greatest influence for 

good through her spirit of prayer and sacrifice? con

tentment in her work and personality also play important 

parts in this work.

6 . It is extremely imprudent to show special 

attention in the classroom to those who have declared 

their intentions of becoming religious.

7. The recitation daily of a prayer for voca

tions is the most important method that may be used in 

the classroom for encouraging vocations, special sermons 

and talks on the subject also are beneficial.

8 . In her contacts with students the most prudent 

course for the teaching religious to pursue is one of 

sincere and warm interest.

9. In general, sisters are striving to develop 

vocations to the religious life.

10. The factors most detrimental to religious 

vocations are the display of a worldly spirit by relig

ious, the lack of courage of young people to leave 

pleasures and high salaried positions.



11. Prayers for vocations said in common by relig

ious are very efficacious in developing vocations; novenas, 

likewise personal zeal will be found of assistance.

12. When talking with individuals interested in 

the religious state, it is prudent to stress the nobility 

of sacrifice one is privileged to make when entering rather 

than the joys and pleasures associated with the relig

ious state.

13. Prayer should be implemented by activity to 

promote vocations.

l*f. Nearly all young girls are more inclined to 

talk about vocations before their graduation from high 

school rather than after graduation.

15. The majority of girls should not be advised 

to work before entering the religious life. In many 

instances this will depend upon the girl and circum

stances surrounding her.

Through the perusal of the answers given on the 

Religious Vocation Surveys the following information was 

disclosed:

1. Young people realize that a religious vocation 

is a gift from God.

2. Many feel that it would be impossible for them 

to decide whether or not they possessed a vocation to the
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religious life.

3. A  great number of students believe the relig

ious life to be busy, purposeful, courageous, and satis

fying. At the same time they appear to have an erroneous 

opinion of its difficulties. They tend to overemphasize 

the presence of difficulties and laboriousness. In this 

way they make it appear unsuitable for all but the very 

few.

b. Very many at some time have contemplated 

entering the religious life, but the majority have 

later changed their mind.

5. Students maintain they feel free to ask 

questions of their religious teachers concerning relig

ious life, yet nearly all fail to do so.

6 . Students are as a group interested in gain-
»

ing information about the religious state.

The reading of vocational literature impresses 

upon one the tremendous need of additional vocations to 

the religious life. It likewise assists one to under

stand that the necessary vocations will flourish if 

parents and religious pray, sacrifice and work diligently 

and perseveringly for that intention.





A P P E N D I X  A

R E L I G I O U S  V O C A T I O N  R E S E A R C H  QUESTI O N N A I R E

Name__________________________

Of the Congregation_______ _ _ _ _____________or Order

School____________________ ______________ __________Locality______

I. Please rank those of the following you hold as obliga
tory on the part of parents for fostering or encoura
ging vocations in their own families:
A. The Church needs vocations.
B. Our Blessed Lord gives children for that purpose.
C. A  great blessing comes to parents of priests and 

nuns.
D. We must fill the ranks of the Church militant as 

well as the civil defense organisms.
E. The spread of Christianity requires it.
F. Parents must give back to God a precious gift.-
G. Other reasons_______________________ ______________ _____ . II. III.

II. Which of the following statements would you make to 
parents who discourage religious vocations? Rank in 
order of importance.
A. G o d’s blessing may be withheld from a person who 

will not share his treasures with Him.
B. A  religious is expected to do greater things for 

parents than a married member of the family.
C. A  religious will bring great blessings and comfort 

to parents.
D. You will feel more certain of your child's salva

tion as a religious.
E. A  religious lives a protected and provided life.
F. Other reasons___________________________________________ .

t
III. Rank according to importance those of the following

methods you believe to be of greatest value in foster
ing vocations in the home:
A. The family rosary.
B. A  spirit of sacrifice both taught and practiced.
C. Parental example of frequent reception of the 

Sacraments.
D. Prayers of parents specially said for this 

intention.
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E. Speaking with great reverence of religions and 
indirectly calling attention to the religious 
life.

F. Recommending reading relative to vocations.
G. Other methods ___________________ •

IV. Do you consider a direct or ^ n  indirect method .ol 
approach more effective in bringing out a vocation?

V. Rank in order of importance those of the following 
ways by which you believe a sister exerts the great
est influence for good?
A. Personality.
B. Contentment in her work.
C. Spirit of prayer and sacrifice.
D. Advice.
E. Religious habit and customs.
F. Own work.
G. Order or Motherhousa.
H. Other ways......... ........... ............. ....... •

\

VI. Is it imprudent to show special attention in the
classroom to those who have declared their intentions 
of becoming religious?

VII. Rank according to importance those of the following
methods that may profitably be employed in the class
room by a sister to encourage vocationsï
A. Daily prayer.
B. Personal interview.
C. Vocational clubs.
D. Special sermons or talks.
E. Emphasizing vocation month.
F. Posters, leaflets, pamphlets, etc.
G. Other methods _________________________________•

V I I I • In her contact with students which is the most prudent 
course for the teaching religious to pursue? C_h§cdc 
o n e .
A. Intimacy.
B. Reserve.
C. Indifference.
D. Sincere and warm interest.
E. Zealous interest.
F. Others___________________ _____________________________ •

IX. I n  general, are sisters striving suffic i e n t l y  to
d e v elop v ocations ?
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X. Rank those of the following you consider detrimental 
to vocations!
A. Worldly spirit in religious.
B. Extreme evidence of zeal.
C. Insistence of parents.
D. Repugnance and inability to inform parents.
E. Betrayal of trust.
F. Lack of courage to leave pleasures, etc.
G. High salaried positions.
H. Other things________________________ _________________ •

XI. Check according to emphasis placed upon method used, 
those of the following that are used by your community 
of religious in securing vocations!
A. Novena for vocations.
B. Prayers in common said daily for that intention.
C. Personal interviews.
D. Periodical advertising.
E. Individual zeal.
F. Masses offered for this intention.

\ G. Other methods ______________________ _______________•

XII. Check the one of these two items you would stress when 
talking with prospective candidates for your community.
A. The nobility of sacrifices one is privileged to 

make •
B. The rewards and joys associated with religious life.

XIII. Is it possible to foster a sufficient number of voca
tions through the media of prayer and example?

XIV. Are your students more Inclined to talk about voca
tions after they have finished high school .or before?

XV. Is it advisable to direct young people to work a short 
time before committing themselves to religious train
ing?



A P P E N D I X  B

A  RELIGIOUS VOCATION SURVEY

Please DO NOT write your name on this paper.

How many years have you been a student in a 
Catholic school?

UNDERLINE YOUR DIVISION: 

Yes No

Senior, Junior, Sophomore, 
Freshman

1. Do you believe that a vocation is a gift 
from God?

2. Do you think one can decide for herself 
whether or not she has a vocation?

3. Do you feel the subject is neglected in 
this school?

b. Do you think it is stressed too much?

5. Do you think you really understand what a 
religious vocation is?

6 . Do you think that being a sister cuts one 
off from an interesting, stimulating life?

7. Do you think religious life is very 
difficult?

8 . Have you ever tried to put the idea of the 
religious state out of your mind?

9. If an individual thought she had a vocation,
what should she do about it?_________ ________ 10 11

10. What qualities should one have for religious
life?______________________ ________________________

11. Are the lives of religious

____ b u s y _____l o n e l y _____d u l l _____easy
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_____purposeful____ challenging _____ monotonous

_____carefree ____ glamorous _____cramped

___^laborious ______courageous _____satisfying?

12. If a member of your family or a very close 
friend decided to become a religious, what 
would be your reaction? _____________ _

Yes No

_______ _____13. Have you any relatives who are sisters?

______ 1*+. Have you ever considered the idea of being
a sister?

_____ __ __15. Have you changed your mind? Why? _

_____ _____16. Are there any questions you would care to
ask concerning religious life?

_____ _____17. Are there any of your teachers with whom
you would feel free to discuss the subject?

18. List any questions regarding vocations to 
the religious life that you would like to 
have discussed in religion classes. _______

19. List suggestions as to ways in which stu
dents may be given a better understanding 
and appreciation of vocations. ____________

Remarks :20.
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