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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study is to examine the mis
sionary s p ir it  of Gregory the Great in the lig h t  o f his 
ob jectiv es , his in terest, his plans, and the execution of 
his designs fo r  the conversion of the Angles. This w ill 
be the vantage point throughout the work since the Pope’ s 
apostolic ardour should be measured by the unified e ffo r ts  
o f his heart, sou l, and hands rather than by the ostensible 
success which his venture achieved.

This study admits of no proposal to contest 

Gregory’ s missionary s p ir it—fo r  has he not been acknowl
edged as trie "apostle" of the English since Bede who wrote 
less than a century a fter  the lifetim e o f the great Pon
t i f f ?  Has not the whole o f Christendom fo r  fourteen cen
turies past credited him with the conversion o f the Eng
lish ? Whenever the story, o f this great undertaking is 
told , does not Gregory hold the place o f  honor? Rather 
than his personal envoys, Augustine and the forty  monks, 
is Gregory described by the Roman Martyrology as he "who 
brought the English to the true Faith ."

As other studies of this nature have strengthened 
Gregory’ s t it le  to greatness, so also should this work 
contribute its  measure to an increase of knowledge and 
the strengthening of his t i t le  to the s p ir it  of a
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missionary. At the same time, i t  w ill  bring together 

evidence such as to insure, indisputably, his t it le  of 
apostle. In this particular work the considerations w ill 
be limited to the Gregorian Mission beginning with Grego
ry ’ s own abortive attempt to go to England and ending 
with his death.

Wherever possible accounts are taken from the 
busy pen o f Gregory as the most revealing of his mind and 
s p ir it .  His correspondence regarding the »Mission to the 
English* eminently breathes his magnanimous fervor fo r  
the salvation of that nation. Likewise does his zeal 
that God may be g lo r ifie d  through the conversion of the 
heathen Angles permeate his other w ritings: Moralium 
Llbri XXXV, Homiliarum in Ezechielem Prophetam I I , Dla-  
logorum L ibri IY.

Other orig inal source material has been drawn 
from the biographies o f: (1) Gregory o f Tours, a contem
porary of Gregory the Great; (2) An Anonymous Monk of 
Whitby, who fo r  the most part re lied  on oral tradition 
and that of persons not informed at f i r s t  hand; (3) Paul 
the Deacon oompiled ch ie fly  from Gregory's own works and 
the English sources; (4) John the Deacon, whose materials 
were drawn from the archives of the Apostolic Dee; (5) 
Venerable Bede, who in his e cc le s ia s t ica l History refers 
principally  to Gregory's connection with the English
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Mission, and who is respected as a scholar and an accu
rate h istorian .

Supplementary to this study are a ff  ixed Bede’ s 
account o f "The Coming o f Augustine*' as he records i t  in 
his S ed ea ia a tical H istory, and the hatters of Gregory 
which concern the conversion of the Snglish.

Included fo r  reference also is  a c la ss if ie d  l i s t  
of the le tters  which Gregory wrote on the occasions of 
the orig inal mission and it s  reinforcement five  years 
la te r .

I t  is the hope of the writer that the knowledge 
of Gregory’ s incomparable zeal fo r  souls w ill  inflame 

unto emulation the hearts of those who com  to know him 
through his missionary endeavours.



CHAPTER I

GREG-0H5f THE GREAT

In Rome about the year 540 A.D., Gregory was bo in 
into a family renowned a like fo r  it s  n ob ility  and it s  p i
e ty . 1 Gregory’ s father, Gordianus, was a person o f great 

wealth and senatorial rank, who, in the la tte r  years o f  
his l i f e ,  withdrew from secular cares and f i l l e d  an im
portant o f f ic e  in the Church; he was Regionaiy or  one o f 
the seven Cardinal Deacons who were appointed by the Pope 
to superintend the e cc le s ia s tica l d is tr ic ts  o f  the c i t y .  
Gregory’ s mother was Sylvia, a lady who, a fte r  the death 

o f  her husband, found her ch ie f pleasure in acts o f  devo
tion , and fo r  the more undisturbed exercise o f prayer and 
contemplation b u ilt  h erse lf a l i t t l e  oratory near the 
Church o f St. Paul. * 2

^Gregorlus Turonansis, Hiatoriae Eccleaiaatloae 
Frano orma. Libri X. Patrologiae cursus compie tua Pat rum 
La tino rum (Paris:. j . 1,rP.' Higne» 1849"), ÌLXXI. X,' i .

Venerabilis Baeda, H iatorica E cc les ia stica , 
Patrologia« cursus compie tua Patrum Latinorum"' (Pari s :
J . > . ¿ ign e , 1849), XCV. I I ,  i .  *

Paul us Diaconua, Sianoti G rogo r i i  Magni V ita. 
|g^ggj |^^ - - g u » u a ' (Paris »

Johannes Diaconus, Sane t i  Gre go r i i  Magni V ita . 
Patrologia« cursus compie tua Pa trita Latinorum (Paria:
J . P. Migne, 1849 ) , UQCV. I , i .

2John the Deacon, I ,  ix .
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The foregoing remarks o f John the he aeon concern
ing Gregory’ s parents are "valuable inasmuch as they help 

us to understand some of the characteristics of Gregory’ s 
mind and character." For i t  cannot be doubted that this 
great Pontiff inherited certain  marked tra its  from each 
o f his parents. While John notes some physical resem
blances, many of Gregory’ s moral and in te llectu a l pecu
l ia r it ie s  must be accounted fo r  by the principle of he
redity, From his mother he doubtless derived his almost 
feminine tenderness and power o f sympathy, his innate 
bent toward asceticism , his religious mysticism, his s e l f -  
sa cr ific in g , s e lf -e ffa c in g  d isp osition . From his father, 
no less certa in ly , he inherited his administrative capac
ity , his legal acumen, his unswerving love of ju s t ic e , and 
that inexorable severity  toward hardened offenders which 
caused him to be feared in some degree, even by those who 
loved him beat.

Gregory’ s father lived  and moved in a society  of 
which the tone "was d is tin ctly  lite ra ry . ’*4 Therefore, 
Gordianua procured fo r  Gregory the best training to be
had in the arts most studied at this time. Surely i t  was,/

*F. Homes Duclden, Gregory the Great, Hia Place in 
History and Thought (New York: Longraane," Green and Go™., '
T5TOJ7T7 T;----

4I b id . . I .  69.



in no s lig h t  degree, to this foresigh t on his fa th er ’ s 
part that Gregory owed his subsequent sucoess in l i f e .

6

Paul the Deacon records that in the arte o f gram
mar, rhetoric and d ia le c t ic , Gregory was well versed from 
boyhood, so that, although these studies were s t i l l  f lo u r 
ishing In Ron», he was second to none in his s k i l l  in 
them. 5 a sim ilar statement is found in Gregory of Tours. 6 
I t  is thus that both writers impute to Gregory a remark
able proficiency in the arte most in vogue during that 
period.

Evidence is lacking that Gregory possessed any 
knowledge of the higher branches o f mathematics though 
there is reason to believe that he must have learned e le 
mentary arithmetic at an early age. He had a natural ap
titude fo r  music, however, and there is every indication 
that he devoted much of his time and attention to this 
study.

The education o f a boy like Gregory, the son of 
a public man and himself destined fo r  public l i f e ,  would 
certain ly include a course of legal stud ies. For these 

pursuits he proved himself pre-eminently adapted. The 
clearness with which, in his la ter correspondence he is

5Paul Mac . ,  i i .
6G re gory of Tours, X, i .
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accustomed to handle complicated concerns, and hia entire 
fam iliarity  with questions o f law, show that hia early 
training was not thrown away.

Such was the general scheme o f  Gregory*a public 
education. However, the strongest influences brought to 
bear upon his youthful mind probably lay outside the 

schools— in the relig iou s quality of his home, The ch ild  
of pious parents, Gregory lived  in an atmosphere in which 
from hia ea rliest years, his thoughts were turned into re 
ligioua channels, Gregory o f Tours, his contemporary* 
records that he was “devoted to God from his youth .**7 
Sven when a boy, he acquired habits which distinguished 
him from others o f his age. He loved to meditate on die 
Scriptures, and to lis ten  attentively  to the conversation 
o f his elders whose words of wisdom he retained in a 
memory singularly tenacious . 8 Possibly i t  was the re co l

lection  of these bygone conferences overheard in his fa 
ther’ s house that made Gregory so lic itou s  regarding the 
surroundings and attendants of the young. "For in truth, 
we find him writing, "the words o f  those who bring up 
children w ill  be as milk i f  they be good, but as deadly

7Ib id .
8Paul the Beacon, i i ; John the Beacon, I , i i i .
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poison i f  they be e v i l .'*9
Although Gregory »as thoroughly devoted to God 

from childhood, apparently he was educated fo r  a secular 
career, probably fo r  the lega l profession since that ©spe
c ia lly  attracted young men of the wealthy n ob ility  in Rome. 
In this he seems to have been eiainently successfu l. He 
f ir s t  appears in the clear ligh t of history as Prefect of 
Rome, the most important admini s t ra ti ve o f f ic e  in the c ity , 
when he is  s t i l l  in his early th ir t ie s . 10 This fa c t  is 

confirmed in Gregory’ s own writings where he asserts that 
during his tens o f o f f ic e  he e igned the "cautio* given by 
Laurentius when he became bishop o f Milan. 11

In this o f f i c e ,  Gregory held in his hands the 
c iv i l  administration, ju r isd iction  over the c it izen s , 
great authority in fin an cia l matters, and superintendence
of government o f f i c ia l s .  Furthermore, as Prefect he acted

*

with the Pope in buying and distributing grain and coop
erated with the Magiater M ill turn in taking a l l  necessary 
measures fo r  the defence of the c ity .

Gregorius Magnus, I .  Bpiatolarum Librl XIV. 
Patrologiae curs us completua Patanas L&tinorum T?ariV:"
77”?.“"Migiie ; W 7 l S l i : “''vn7"23.-----------

103hirley Jackson Case, Makers of Christianity 
from Jesus to Charlemagne (New York: Henry Holt & Co. .
1934 )7 pY w ; --------------

U Bp. IV, 2.
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Gregory’ s position , though a d ign ified  and in flu 
ential one, was not to he envied, with a war ms o f  Lombards 
besetting the c ity  and thereby cutting o f f  a l l  communica
tion with Constantinople, with the death of Pope John, 
with the death of N&raes, Ma man moat capable of giving 
counsel that might be trusted , ” 1'2 the young Prefect was 
le f t  to cope singlehanded not only with the Lombards 
clamouring at the gates, but with pauperism, disease, and 
the misery rife  within Rome.

Perhaps the strain  of these resp on sib ilit ies  in
cumbent upon him at this time gave Gregory a thoroughly 
acute and lasting distaste fo r  o f f ic e  and convinced him 
that a p o lit ica l career was not f o r  him. This conviction 
gained hold on him, and a fter  long consideration he deter
mined to abandon everything and become a monk. Endowed 

by nature with a thoughtful d isposition  which had been 
deepened by education and environment, Gregory had fo r  
some time experienced that strong relig ious impulse to a 
s t r ic te r  l i f e 12 13 which was ca lled , in the language of the 
period and the terras of the Rule o f St. Benedict which he 
embraced, the “grace o f conversion."

This strong impulse of which Gregory speaks surely

12Ludden, op. c i t . , I ,  104.

13Paul the Deacon, i i i ;  John the Deacon, I , iv .
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was developed by his s p ir it  o f in terior  prayer f o r  we 
read that «even while in o f f i c e ,  he was continually at 
his devotions in church or in private , and that he would 
stea l away from the busy scenes of the world when his 

other duties admitted of i t ,  or decline more b r il l ia n t  
society  fo r  the sake of conversing with devout and 
learned monks

Accordingly, when he had f i l l e d  the o f f ic e  of 
Prefect one year, he resolved upon quitting the world 
and renouncing a l l  the wealth which had made him the 
richest man in Rome. Thereupon, Gregory devoted the 
great part o f his paternal inheritance to the founda
tion and endowment of monasteries. The seventh and 
most famous of a l l ,* ’5 the celebrated monastery of 
St. Andrew, was founded in his childhood home, the 
palace on the C-aelian. Having distributed the rest of 
his property to the poor, and having laid  aside his 
former rank and wealth, he quit the world to don the 
coarse dress o f a monk and began to learn the lessons 
of humility as a simple brother in the monastery he 14 15

/
14John Henry Hewman, The Lives o f the ...nrlish 

nainta r i tten by Various Hands" a t the Suggest ion of 
John Heni^ lewmn (Philadelphia; j .  B. L ippiucott Com
pany, 1901), l i t ,  226.

15Dudden, op. c i t . , I ,  106.
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had founded, 16 under Valentinus, the second Abbot of the 
Monastery of St, Andrew. According to his own testimony, 17 
the three years which Gregory spent as a monk in the Mon
astery of St, Andrew were always regarded by himself as 
the happiest o f his l i f e  and to them he afterwards looked 
hack with unfeigned regret. After his elevation to the 
Pontificate he was apt, in conversation with f riends, to 
draw comparisons between the cares of his o f f i c ia l  and 
the peacefulness o f his monastic l i f e . 1®

Though Gregory had chosen the seclusion of the 
monastic l i f e ,  his renown and capacities s t i l l  lived in 
the ninda of those who had known him. Pope Benedict the 
F irs t , who succeeded John in 574, had narked the career 
of this gifted  man. Doubtless he had observed him fu l 
f i l l in g  his duties as Prefect and had known of his popu
la r ity  with people, had been impressed with hi a upright 
conduct, his unwearied attention to business, his legal 
s k i l l ,  sound judgment, and his administrative a b ility ;
Pope Benedict bad shared, perhaps, in the universal * I,

16?aul the Deacon, l i t ,  iv ; John the Deacon,
I , v i, v i i .

1?Gregorius Magnus, X. Homiliarum in Ezechiele a 
Pro phe taci .L ib r i  I I , B? trologiae cursus eompletus Fatrum 
Latinorum (Paris : J. ? . Migne, 1849)7 'jiU '/i. ì ,  11 .

Patro log i ae 
J. P. Migne

1®Gregorius Magnus,
cursus
“ 18Ì9J

a Magnus, I .  Dialogo rum,, Mb r i  IV, 
compie tue Patrum ùdtinorum fp^ris : 

7 1 W I? :  Pmef a t i  o~'in DiaXo goa.
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astonishment when Gregory had resigned his wealth and be
came a monk. Having studied the young monk with more 
d iligen t eye than previously, the Pontiff noted his 
progress in piety and leai*ning, his cheerful endurance 
of hardships, and his profoundly religious character, 
with the conclusion that such a one was lik e ly  to be o f 
valuable service to the Church.

Consequently, in the spring of 578, Gregory, 
sorely against his w ill  yet obedient to Pope Benedict’ s 
command, quitted his beloved monastery to be ordained 
«seventh BeaconM of the Homan Church.*-9 This appointment 
made Gregory one of the seven eminent e cc le s ia s tics  who 

shared the counsels of the Pope and who were charged with 
the superintendence o f Rome.

At this time, the population o f Ita ly  had been 
decimated by the Lombards, pestilence, and famine. In 
July of that year, Pope Benedict succumbed to the plague, 
and Felagius the Second was elected  to shoulder the trou
bles of the p on tifica te .

The new P on tiff faced an acute c r i s i s .  Rome was 
most inadequately garrisoned and i t  seemed to Palagius 
that unless reinforcements could be procured from the 
East, the c ity  would certa in ly  be lo s t .  He therefore 19

19Paul the Deacon, v i i .
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dispatched an embassy, consisting o f prominent senators 
and ecclesia stics  to the Emperor to present his case; and 
with them, he sent as his agocriaiarius or permanent am
bassador at the court of Byzantium, none other than 
Gregory h im self. 20

I t  was probably early in the spring o f 579 that 
the one-time P refect, the Monk, the Seventh Beacon, and 
now the Papal Apocriaiarius21 set forth  in the company 

of the other members of the embassy to Constantinople.
In his capacity as Papal Ambassador at the court 

of Emperor Theodosius, Gregory was compelled to live more 
in the world than suited his tastes. A monk by delib 
erate choice, he found his peace and greatest happiness 
in the duties enjoined in the monastic rule; therefore, 
he was very assiduous in his habits of prayer, fasting , 

study, and m ortification , through which alone he could 
render himself proof against the dangers o f  his new po
s it io n . This was rendered easier fo r  him by the circum
stance that several of the monks of St. Andrew’ s had * 1

20John the Beacon, I ,  xxvi. 1

2lpatVier Brou, S .J ., in his book, Saint Augustine 
o f Canterbury (Chicago: Benziger Brothers, 1397), p. 20, 
asserts 'th at"Pelagius "made him card inal.«

Hewraan, op. c i t . , p. 236, refers to Gregory at 
Constantinople as Papal Huncio.



14

accompanied him to Constantinople.

From the fa ith fu l discharge of hie o f f i c ia l  du
ties , Gregory redeemed enough time, through hie " uaage of 
the c lo is te r '*23 to write a series o f lectures of "Com

mentary on the Book of Job," s t i l l  extant under the t i t le  
of ¿iagna flora lia , a work which a t .  Thomas Aquinas is  said 
to have highly prised as a repository of soundest p rin ci
ples of Christian e th ics . 24

Gregory's stay a t  Constantinople did not e f fe c t  
much material help fo r  Ita ly ; but fo r  his own career, his 
experience at the Imperial court was o f the highest value. 
He had secured the good w il l  of in flu en tia l persons at 
the Byzantine Court; he had seen something of the in
trigues , subterfuges, and evasions that pervaded its  pol
icy ; he had discovered the weakness and the perils o f  the
ihnpire while at the aaaie time he had gauged the influence

*

of clim ate, luxury, and the absolute rule on the manners 
and morals of Eastern peoples. Furthermore, he had be
come acquainted with the leading bishops of the Bast, he 
had mastered the working and the needs o f the Bastern 
Church, he had observed its  tendencies, the character o f

^2Bede, I I ,  i ;  Paul the Beacon, v i i ; John the 
Beacon, I ,  xxvi.

2%)udden, op. c i t . , I I ,  159.
24Newman, op. p i t . , I I I , 235.

22
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its  teaching, and its  tone of thought. During these 

years of observation o f the machinery of the governraent, 
the exigencies of the Empire, and the drain upon its  re
sources , Gregory had tried  his hand at diplomacy and had 
studied the characters and capacities of the leading men 
of the day; he had learned one important lesson, namely, 
that the Empire was a broken reed to lean upon, and that 
Rome and Ita ly  would be saved only by vigorous and inde

pendent action o f its  own powers. Thus Gregory’ s time 
had not been wasted. The s ix  years at the court showed 
l i t t l e  but they were destined to bear much f r u it  in the 
making of a great career, and the shaping o f the history 
o f the Papacy of the West.

However, i t  was through Gregory’ s influence at 
the Court o f Constantinople that Smaragdua, the Exarch 
o f Ravenna, came to terms w ith  the Lombards who agreed 
to respect the territories  o f the Exarchate. Rome was 
thus freed from alarm and Ita ly  tasted sow  moments of 
peace. Thereupon, Pope Pelagius took advantage of the 
more settled  state of a ffa irs  to recall Gregory and to 
employ him as his papal secretary.

Meanwhile, Gregory, having regained his harbour 
in the monastery on the Caelian, devoted himself to 
prayer, study, and m ortification . One w riter25 remarks

2 5I b l d . , I I I ,  2 2 9 .



1C

that ¿surely the heart of Gregory was never wore open to 
the motions of brotherly love and compassion towards s in 
ners than at the period when he had the greatest leisure 
for  holy contemplation and the study o f divine books.
Hie communion with God in prayer and his intent meditation 
on the holy i^yeteries unlocked the springs of brotherly 
a ffeotion  and set them flowing over the whole world. His 
magnanimous so lic itu d e  and his absolute compassion were 
fanned into a lasting flame during his moments of prayer 

and were later exercised through the translation o f his 
desires for  the salvation of a ll  men into steps taken to 
procure that salvation . The mention of hie interest in 
the Angles gives this statement ample ju s t if ic a t io n .

Meanwhile, Gregory’ s brethren, aware of hia ta l
ents and capacity, elected him their Abbot, and he again 

became the head o f his ancestral home. In his new posi
tion he directed his customary energy to the sp iritual 
and temporal advancement o f his community. Setting an 
example to a l l ,  he encouraged a s p ir it  of prayer and 
study; he exacted d iscip lin e  and observance tempered by 
a charity that drew the hearts of his subjects to hia. 
Under his leadership the Monastery o f S t. An drew became 
known as a school of sa in ts, renowned among whom was 
Augustine, the Apostle of England.

The Rule o f St. Benedict, followed zealously in



Gregory^ monastery, did not preclude its  members from 
those opportunities o f active kindness which are fu r 

nished to pert one whose l o t  is  cast in large c it ie s  arid 
whose duties carried them out into the stree ts . I t  was 
probably while Gregory was Abbot and while on an errt-nd 
of mercy that the celebrated incident o f the meeting with 
the English slave-boys in the Roraan market-place happened. 
This story is recorded by Bede, by Paul the Beacon, and 
by John the Beacon. Because of its  importance to our 
subject, we shall treat o f his interest in the Angles in 
a subsequent chapter.

\ The year 589 was signalized by great disasters and
calamities throughout the Empire. The River Tiber had 
overflowed its  banks and inundated the land, undermined 
the buildings and destroyed the crops, leaving in its  wake 
pestilence and starvation, and complete chaos in the c ity  
of Rom®. To crown this catastrophe Pope Pelagias died in 
February o f 590. Gregory, conspicuous fo r  his a b ility  and 
capacity, conversant with the course of e cc le s ia s tica l a f
fa ir s , o f  undoubted holiness of l i f e ,  of good family, 
friendly with the Emperor, seemed to the clergy and patri
cians eminently f it te d  fo r  the exalted position ; indeed, 
he seemed the only one so f i t t e d .  Therefore, Gregory was 
acclaimed Holy Roman Pontiff immediately and his cause was 
sent to the Emperor Maurice fo r  coni i  riant ion.

17
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Gregory resisted the e lection  to the utmost, 
pointed out his utter unworthiness, wrote to the Emperor 

asking him to cancel his e lection , and was ao moved apir- 
itu a lly  that he resorted to f l ig h t .  Gregory’ s -letter 
to the Emperor was intercepted and the pe tition  which the 
people had drawn up was sent in its  stead. Some months 
la ter  when word arrived from the Emperor confirming Gre
gory ’ s e lection , the people of Rome discovered hi a hiding 
place 'through a miraculous answer to their prayers,®7 
hailed him as Pope and carried him o f f  to St. Peter’ s 

B asilica  where he was crowned the sixty-fourth  Holy Roman 
Pontiff on September 3, 590.

I t  was evident to him now that his days of monas
tic  quiet, peace, and contemplation were forever ended. 
Commending himself to Divine Providence, he set about to 
accomplish the tremendous tasks that lay before him. Hot 
only was Rome ravaged by s t r i fe ,  disease, and famine from 
within, but from without the Lombards wore threatening 
her very w alls, Gregory appealed to the Exarch a t Ravenna 
fo r  aid, but none came. His appeal to the Emperor Maurice 
at Constantinople was a lso in vain. In the face of this

2 6 A Monk of Whitby, "The Oldest L ife o f Pope 
Gregory the Great," Saints’ Lives and Chronicles in Early 
England, trass. Charles William Tolies (fthaca: Cornell 
University Press, 1947), v i i .

27Ib id .
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ever mounting crin ie  which was augmented by the complete 
impotence and Indifference of the c iv i l  authorities, Gre
gory saw that i f  Rome were to be saved at a l l ,  to him 
must fa l l  the responsibility  fo r  quick action . With a 

stroke o f boldness, therefore', he assumed the reigns o f 
government and immediately commenced negotiations fo r  
peace with the Lombards.

Although Gregory's independence of action pro
voked the unjust cr itic ism  o f Kaperor Maurice, i t  did, 
however, rescue the west from the ravages o f the bar
barian hordes. We are told that Gregory lost no time 
nor spared words in his reply to the Emperor.**® Thus 
i t  was that Gregory, by hia masterful p o licy , in addi
tion to being the sp iritual ruler o f Rome, became as 
well its  c iv i l  ru ler and its  temporal protector. He 
thereby not only enhanced greatly the prestige of his 
o f f i c e , but also strengthened the foundation of the 
Papal Kingdom, freeing i t  to a large extent from the 
despotism of c iv i l  rulers both o f the East and the West.

In the Vatican i t s e l f ,  changes took place. I t
had been the custom of previous Popes to have secular/
pages, chamberlains, and attendants, but Gregory’ s f ir s t  
act was to change a l l  tills. John the Deacon relates

28aip. V , 5 6 .
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that "a fte r  having removed seculars from hie apartments
the very judicious Gregory selected  the moat prudent coun-

29aellors and aides from the ranks of the c l e r i c s Among 

these were Peter the Deacon, hie life -lo n g  friend ; Augus
tine, prior o f his monastery and M ellitua, through whom 
he ra llied  the people of the Angles to the grace o f Chris

t ia n ity . 29 30
The reason fo r  this change in personnel waa the 

fa c t  that during a l l  his years a fte r  leaving St. Andrew’ s, 
Gregory continued to live  the monastic l i f e ,  and the pres
ence of c le r ics  seemed to he more in keeping with the
s p ir it  of St. Benedict and the rule of monastic sim plicity .

\

Associating with these companions night and day, 
Gregory forsook nothing of monastic perfection 
in the papal palace and nothing of the p o n t if i
ca l institu tion  in the church. The most r e l i 
gious monks together with the most learned 
c le r ic s  vere seen to he always at toe p o n t if f ’ s
s id e .31

Gregory’ s pontificate ho re the tr ia ls  and trou
b les , the welfare and toe dangers, the scandals and the 
con tests, in sp ir itu a l and temporal matters, not of one 
c ity  or nation, hut o f toe c iv il iz e d  and uncivilized 
world, and that not at a time of peace and order# hut in

29John the Deacon, I I ,  x i .
50Ib id .

3 1 I h i d . , I I ,  x i i .
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the transition between two c iv i l iz a t io n s . 32
Sad indeed was the outlook fo r  the Church and one 

that needed the utmost energy and ta ct . The Lombards had 

held their swords poised over Rome and the larger portion 
o f  Ita ly ; sees were vacant* churches were deserted, and the 
clergy were cast a d r ift . In I stria  the schism of the Three 
Chapters separated the bishops from intercommunion. Beyond 
the Alps the lawlessness of the tribes led to the corrup
tion o f morals, lax ity  o f Church d is c ip lin e , simony, and 
the intrusion of laymen into c le r ica l o f f i c e s . The B ritish  
Church had fle d  before the conquering 3axon. Arlanism l in 
gered in Spain; the Donatists pressed their power in A frica; 
the heresies o f  Hestorlus and Eutyches s t i l l  exercised men
acing influence in the East; and the recurring inferference 
of the Court o f  Constantinople in e cc le s ia s tica l a ffa irs  

required the greatest vigilance and firmness.
Kor did the p o l it ic a l  horizon present a more cheer

fu l prospect. The Roman Empire had relinquished it s  grasp 
on Gfaul, B rita in , and Spain, contested Ita ly , struggled to 
retain A frica , and spent it s  strength in repelling inva
sions o f  the Persians, Scythians, and Suevi. The old  prov
ince o f Gaul had been replaced by three Frankish kingdoms;

32Abbot Snow, O.S.B., S t. Gregory the Great; His 
work and His S p ir it  (London; John Hodges, Charing Cross, 
1 8 9 2 ) ,p. ¿8.
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In England, the petty States o f the Saxons were quar
re llin g  with one another and driving the Britons westward; 
while Spain, under the V isigoths, lived  under threats o f  
war with the Pranks, and Ita ly  was harassed by the Lom

bards .
Gregory met the problems o f his day with firmness 

and Justice. He tried  any method within the scope of hu
man reason to se ttle  disputes and to rule w isely . Dudden 
l is t s  his accomplishments as follow s: There can be no 
doubt that Gregory’ s great achievement was the foundation 
o f the medieval Papacy. He placed the Homan See in a po
s ition  o f predominance and won fo r  i t  a recognition uni- \
vereal throughout the west and generally in the East. He 
lo s t  no opportunity o f bringing home to men's minds the 
fa ct  that the See of Peter was the one, supreme, decisive 
authority in the Catholic Church. During his pon tifica te  
close relations were established between Rome and the 
Churches a l l  over the world. In Spain, in Gaul, in A frioa , 
in Illyricum , the sphere o f Papal influence was extended; 
in Saxon Britain the authority of the Pope was f e l t  fo r
the f i r s t  time; among the Arlan Lombards i t  won deference

/
and respect; and in the East i t  obtained a recognition 

unprecedented. A regular system o f appeals to Rome was 
introduced, the Pope claimed and exercised the right o f 
vetoing the decrees of synods, o f  annulling decisions o f
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patriarchs, and o f in flic t in g  punishiaent on e cc le s ia stics  
even of the highest rank.

While emphasizing the sp ir itu a l supremacy of Rome, 
Gregory organized raid established the Papacy as a tempo
ra l power. He himself occupied a semi-monarchical posi
tion ; his strength in Ita ly  was fa r  more real than that 
o f either iixarch or Ktaperor. Taking advantage of the op
portunity which circumstances o ffered , he boldly pos
sessed himself of the place of authority which the Pra
pe rors had l e f t  vacant and established a p o lit ic a l in
fluence in the peninsula which endured fo r  centuries.
Henceforth, i t  was not the 1 rape ror or the i jxarch, but

\

the Pope that called  forth  a ll  the loyalty and devotion

of the Italian populations.
Gregory’ s e ffo r ts  in other spheres were equally

productive of lasting resu lts. He is renowned fo r  his
fru it fu l labours in organizing missionary enterprises;
in developing the system of monaatielsm, and freeing  i t
from the oppression of the bishops; in organizing the
clergy and fix in g  their relations to the Papacy, to the
monks, and to secular authorities; in setting the tone

/
of Christian thought in respect to literature, legend, 

m iracle, and the like ; in imposing on the Catholic Church 
the form which i t  preserved almost without change through
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the centuries which follow ed.
During hia rei^ i as Holy Roman P on tiff, Gregory 

wrote what may be ca lled  hia monumental work, "fire Care of 
3oula, or to use ita Latin t i t l e ,  Regula Paatorails Gancti 
Greporii Magni. To read this book is  to live  the l i f e  of 
Gregory. He lays down 'the norms by which a pastor should 
maintain himself in hia parish, hia attitude to the vari
ous kinds of penitents that he might have, his own l i fe  
in relation to God, the d ispositions required fo r  one to 
be raised to a pastorate, and f in a lly , reminds the pastor 
that ha should return to and look over his own soul lest 
in teaching others he be caught in the snares of the d ev il, 
liven though i t  was written in the sixth  century, i t  is  as 

much alive today as i t  was to the pastors, bishops, and 
other prelatia l personages o f the centuries that made up 
the Middle Ages. Bishops when taking their o f f ic e  from 
the eighth to the tenth centuries had to take the oath, 
not only on the B ible, but also on the Regula Pas to ra l i s .

The v ersa tility  of Gregory’ s genius found ou tlet 
in other writings during his busy p on tifica te : Kpiatolarum
Libri XIV, Moralium Ljbri XXXV, Repula Paatorails L iber,/
Dia logo rum Libri IV, Homiliarum In Lzechielem Prophetam 
Libri 11 , Homiliarum in Evangel!a Libri IX. Gregory’ s

33

33Pudden, oo. ext.,  I,  276-78.
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writings, besides giving ua a picture of the world in 
which he liv ed , especia lly  the ex isting  relations between 

church and state , are an index to the mind and soul of 
this great P on tiff. 11 must be remembered that he was 
f ir s t  of a ll  a Shepherd of sou ls, having styled himself 
" the servant o f the servants of God, 1,34 being a t the same 
time a lover o f the contemplative l i f e  and only second
a r ily  an e ffe c tiv e  ruler or  statesman.

Gregory was great because he lived in close union 
with God, and like his Master suffered very intense bodily 
pain. This was brought on by the au sterities  that he had 
practiced when f i r s t  entering the monastery. He was con
stantly hoping fo r  death so as to be joined with Him in 
Whom there is no death. He died on March 12, 604, and 
his body was la id  to rest the same day in the B asilica  

o f St. Peter.3**

34John the Deacon, XX, i .
35?ierre B a tt ifo l, St. Gregory the Great, trans, 

John L, Stoddard (Chicago: Benzi'ger Brothers ,.1939),
p. 280.

Qiim «Hxc jf u m i vs jisn rr u b ju x . i



CHAPTER II

GREGORY'S ATTEMPT TO BECOME A MISSIONARY

After Gregory*a reca ll from Constantinople and 
his return to his monastic haven on the Gaelian, he d i
rected his energies to prayer and study. Soon the monks 
elected him their abbot and in that o f f ic e  he found op
portunities fo r  setting forth  anew in word and example 
the ways of contemplation which unfailingly find ou tlet 
in e fforts  fo r  other men*s sou ls.

Daily did Gregory expound to hia fellow  monks on 
the Books of Scriptures, a t the same time employing his 
knowledge of the sacred writings in setting  down a com
mentary on the Books of Moses, Kings, Prophets, Proverbs, 
and the Canticle o f Canticles; he also completed at this 
time his work on the Magna Moralia. The deep peace and 
contemplation which he experienced caused the fountains 
o f brotherly love and compassion to well up and to em
brace the whole world; so true was th is , that he became 
a man on f ir e  with zeal fo r  C hrist.

Not content with explaining the sacred truths to 
hia community o f monks, ever yearning to lend a hand to 
some brother in Christ less fortunate than he, and at the 
same time constantly mindful that St. Benedict, his father 
in monastic l i f e ,  gave himself wholeheartedly toward the
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evangelization o f the idolatrous pagans o f  Monte Casino,"1* 

Gregory was assiduously a le r t  fo r  opportunities to bring 
men to the kingdom o f Christ, Therefore, Rome with which 
he was so fam iliar found Gregory and his monks on mani
fo ld  errands of mercy.

Perhaps i t  was on one of these occasions that the 
Abbot o f St. Andrew's met the English slave boys. The 

exact date o f this incident cannot be ascertained, a l 
though we are certain that i t  happened ’’ before he held 
the p on tifica l o f f ic e , '» * 2 and most scholars who give cre 
dence to the incident derive that i t  occurred while Gre
gory was abbot. Mason makes the follow ing contribution;

The date is  fixed  between 585 and 588 by the fa c t  
that a fter  his long stay a t Constantinople he 
[Gregory] returned to Rome in 585 or 586. . . ,
On the other hand, AElla, whom the slaves owned 
as their king, died in 588.3

Although there has been much controversial ac
ceptance and rejection  o f this story , i t  has been re
corded by Gregory’ s various biographers especia lly  by

Hi is Eminence, Iidephonse Cardinal Schuster, 
O.S.B., Saint Benedict and His Times (St. Louis; Herder 
Book C o., '1951), p. 121.

Brou, op. c i t . , p. 20,
2Paul the Deacon, x v i i ; Monk of Whitby, ix .

3Arthur James Mason, D .D ., The Mission o f S t . 
Augustine to England According to the o I H n a  1 Documents, 
Being IT Handbook fo r  the Thirteenth Gen tenary Team 'bridge; 
At the Uni ve rs ity Press, 1897), p. Ì5, n . l .
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those who were nearest to him in time, admiration, and 
geographical position . Paul the Deacon relates the event 
in such a manner that the reader has no reason to doubt 
its  veracity;^  John the Deacon, in se lectin g  his material 
fo r  his Life o f Gregory, asserts that "there are ao many 
things which could be told frota the evidence of worthy 
witnesses about the sanctity of this man, I decided that 

these happenings which I have learned with certainty from 
the relation o f our elders or from the writings of our an
cestors, should be recorded in these pages."5 In virtue 

o f his own testimony and the d e ta il with which he imme

diately  proceeds to relate the incident,^ John gives i t  
fu l l  credence. The Monk o f Whitby c ite s  i t  as a ’’ story 
told by the faithful.**”  Gregory’ s contemporary, Gregory 
o f Tours, fa ils  to make allusion  to i t ;  perhaps this is 
due to the fa c t  that he closed his h is to r ica l accounts, 
before Gregory was able to carry out his missionary plans 
fo r  the evangelization o f fee Angles.8 The last o f

*Paul fee Deacon, xxxv ii.
5John fee Deacon, I ,  xx.
6l b i d . , I ,  x x i.

%onk of Whitby, ix .

8G re gory of Tours fin ished the tenth book o f  his 
h istory in the f i f t h  year of Gregory’ s p on tifica te , one 
year before launched Augustine and fee forty  monks on 
his great missionary enterprise. Gregory of Tours, 
op. c i t . , x , 31.
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Gregory’ s biographers, the Venerable Bede, ca lls  the in

cident a Htraditional b e lie f  concerning the blessed Gre
gory.'* 9

Other students o f Gregory hold varied and in ter
esting opinions. B a ttifo l ca lls  the story a "celebrated 
and graceful legend,’*10 * ■which he believes to have o r ig i
nated from a le tte r  written years la ter by Pope Gregory 
to Can did us , rector o f the G allic e cc le s ia s tica l p a tri
mony, in which he instructed him to purchase English boys 
to be trained fo r  the English m ission.11 Dudden ascribes 

no h istor ica l truth to the incident as recorded, although 
he thinks i t  not unlikely that Gregory’ s f ir s t  contact 
with the English might have come through slaves o ffered  
fo r  sale in Horae.12 Butler refers to the whole episode 
as apocryphal,13 stating that the modern historians re
je c t  i t  because o f the flimsineae of the evidence. He 

also points out that Gregory never alludes to the in 
cident, and moreover that even in his most informal

93ede, XI, i .

10B a ttifo l, op. p i t . ,  p. 213.
U ip . VI, 7.

12Dudden, op. c i t . , I ,  198.
13Rev. Alban Butler, The Lives o f the Galnta, 

edited, revised, and copiously' Supplemented by Herbert 
Thurston, 3 .J . ,  and Noral Lesson (Hew York: ? .  J. Kenedy 
& Sons, 1931). I l l ,  March, p. 205.
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writings he never indulges in puns.

On th® other hand, [Butler concedes] the f i r s t  
part o f the story, the scene in the market place 
may easily  he true: men sometimes pun in fam iliar 
conversation who would abstain from the practice 
when w riting. Further, i t  might plausibly be urged 
that Gregorys admiration fo r  the fa ir  complexion 
and hair o f  the English lads, while natural enough 
in an Ita lian , is not the so r t  of tr a it  which i t  
would have occurred to a northern scr ib e14 to in
vent. While f in a lly  there can be no dispute that 
the Pope la ter on was deeply interested in St. Au
gustine’ s mission, however i t  came about.15

With rare exception do Gregory’ s biographers, 
eu logists, even c r it ic s  f a i l  to mention this charming 
story of the English boys in the Roman Forum. Whatever 
controversial evidence has been presented is  s t i l l  beg
ging fo r  proof that the story cannot have h istor ica l 
foundation. 11 is the opinion of the present w riter 
that the pun-loving Abbot16 carried within him so deep 

a s p ir it  of reco llection  and contemplation, that f o r  
him a ll  things were a source of further communing with 

God—another opportunity to convert the a ffa irs  of men 
into greater glory fo r  God. 11 is  with this sentiment 
that we proceed to re te ll  how Gregory became the

14The northern scribe to whom Butler here a l 
ludes is the Venerable Bede.

S u t l e r ,  op. c i t . ,  p. 205.

16Count de Montalerabert, The Monks o f the „eat. 
From St. Benedict to St. Bernard [London: William Blaok- 
wood and Sons, 1867), I I I ,  329.
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sp iritu a l father and the indisputable missionary of Sing- 
land,

One day the abbot o f  St. Andrew's, "with a few of 
his monks, * was passing through the public markets o f 
Home, Standing among the goods which were exposed for 
sale was the customary commodity, a few bands of slaves.

On this particular day, in addition to the usual
groups of African Negroes and dark-skinned A siatics or
Spaniards that were offered  fo r  sale were three youth©!®
of remarkable beauty who had la te ly  arrived from the north.

Neither the exposure they had suffered on the jour
ney nor the hot rays of the southern sun had as yet 
tanned the milky whiteness of their limbs. Their 
w ell-cut features, chastened with an a ir  of sadness 
and crowned with a wealth of golden hair, bore w it
ness to their noble rank, and offered  a marked con
trast to the care-worn and degraded faces of their 
companions.19

Gregory was something of an a rtist and had pre
served a cu ltivated taste o f beauty of form as well as 
fo r  beauty of language and song. He paused, looked at 
the slaves17 18 9 20 and inquired of the slave-dealer whence they

17Dudden, op. c l t . ,  I , 197.

18 Ac cording to the Canterbury tradition , there 
were only three youths,

l9Brou, op, c l t . .  p. 21,

20Bede is the f i r s t  to c a ll  them sla ves. Paul 
the Deacon ca lls  them children ; John the Deacon, boys ; 
the Monk of Whitby, some of our ch ildren .
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came. "They come from Britain,'* he was told ; and to en
large upon the merits of his ware a , the merchant added:
"In that island a l l  alike have that clear and beautiful 
complexion,"

"Are they Christians or pagans?" asked the monk.
"Pagans," was the answer.

Gregory ¡sighed. "A las," he sa id , "that faces so 
bright should be the property o f the prince of darkness 
and that these fa ir  forme should conceal a soul void o f 
God’ s grace, sick  with sin , and ignorant o f the b lis s  o f 
heaven. And what la the name of th eir race?"

"They are Angles."
\

How the saint, with heart attuned to God’ s Inter
ests and with hie soul melting in utter d istress over 
their sp iritu a l p light, answered: "Angles? Angels, rather 
fo r  they have the faces of angels and must share with the 
angels the kingdom o f heaven. From what province have you 
brought them?"

"Prom B eira ."21

21At that time the English king of Deira had so 
fa r  taken advantage o f the discord which prevailed in the 
neighboring kingdom as to possess himself of that te r r i-  ' 
to iy . In spite of a common orig in , the Anglo-Saxon 
tribes regarded each other as fo e s , and the nobles who 
became prisoners had no choice save of slavery or death. 
The young Deirans had doubtless been captured and sold 
by the enemy whose defeat l e f t  them but l i t t le  disposed 
to respect the rights of their fellow  man.
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"D eira!" continued the monk. "Aye, de Ira e ru t i! 
From God’ s ire they sh a ll be snatched and brought to the 
mercy of C hrist. And wh&t is the nam of their prince?" 

"ASllai"

"AElla* A lle lu ia ! Even there sh a ll be sung the 
praises o f God."

Thus ended that famous dialogue but the a ffa ir  did 
not end there. he sad spectacle had le f t  a wound in 
Gregory’ s compassionate heart, and while the bright faces 
of the English lads haunted him, more than ever before22 
did he dream of going forth  to spread the Faith in those
distant lands.

\

An Anglo-Saxon chron icler, who wrote fou r cen
turies la ter , expressly states that Gregory received the 
captives into his own monastery, and that he lodged his

guests in the triclin ium , where he loved to serve with
*

his own hand the table of the poor, and that a fter he 
had instructed and baptized them, i t  was his desire to 
take them with him as his companions, and to return to 
their native land in order to convert i t  to Christ, * 23

ppI t  was the constant tradition of the Saxon 
Church that Gregory, while abbot o f St. Andrew’ s , had
thought of going forth  as an apostle to the peoples of 
the north.

23Montalembert, op. o i t., III, 331.
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In any event, Gregory had formulated his plan of leading 
a mission personally into the distant unknown country of 
these youths and he immediately prepared to translate i t  
into action .

He went, therefore , to Pope Pelagius, and by dint 
of entreaty gained the P o n t if f ’ s sanction of the undertak
ing and hie reluctant consent. Gregory knew how well he 
was loved in Home, so with a few zealous monk-companions, 
he departed with a l l  speed and secrecy from Rome. For 
three days the party continued on it s  journey and then 

stopped to rest during the heat of the day in a grassy 
f ie ld .  The monks disposed themselves fo r  a quiet s iesta , 
and Gregory, withdrawing a l i t t l e  apart, took out a r o l l  
of the Scriptures and began to read. Suddenly a grass
hopper alighted on the open page, and this t r i f l in g  in
cident appeared to be another message to the abbot. 
"Loousta," he exolaimed. '»An excellen t narae. I t  seems 
to t e l l  us; ’ Loco s ta . * Remain where you are! I see 
that we sh a ll never reach our journey’ s end. Let us be 
moving. Saddle our beasts, and le t  us s ta rt o f f  at once."

Meanwhile the people of Rome had discovered th^t 
their favorite  was no longer in the c ity  and had taken 
his departure very i l l .  Without delay they "distributed 
themselves throughout the region of the three-forked road 
by which the pon tiff would set out f o r  the basilica  of
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blessed Peter. As he passed they cried  out to him troop 
by troop: 'You have offended Peter! * 'You have destroyed 
Rome!* 'You have sent Gregory away!' Upon hearing these 
opinions expressed* the pope was exceedingly dismayed and 

immediately dispatched messengers to re ca ll Gregory, the 
man of the Lord.'*24

While Gregory and his band were making preparations 
to pursue their journey, the papal messengers arrived in 
hot haste bearing the papal command that he and the mis- 
aioners re turn. "Although i t  was apparent that he was 
deeply grieved ,"25 he immediately addressed his companions: 
"3o i t  is ,  comrades, as I fo re to ld . Let us quickly return

og
to Rome." nevertheless , Gregory did not fo rg et the Sng-
lish . While the countenances of the English youths and 
the sp iritu a l misfortune of th e ir  countrymen intruded upon 
his daily  a c t iv it ie s , he nurtured his missionary design un
t i l  he could put i t  into execution at a la ter  date and by 
other hands.

Concerning Gregory's missionary s p ir i t ,  Abbot Snow 
observes:

This episode reveals the sterlin g  character o f 
Gregory. Ho one better understood ¿he nature of * 26

John the Beacon, I , x x i i i .
28Ib id ., i f xxiv .

26Paul the Beacon, xx.
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the work he had undertaken. For a man of culture 
and refinement to cast his lo t  among rough, warlike, 
uncivilized barbarians in a distant unknown land, 
evinced an amount o f  sa cr ifice  and zeal fo r  soul» 
that amounted to heroism, He loved his c e l l ,  his 
quiet days of contemplation, his hours of study; 
yet he w illin gly  renounced "his harbour*' f o r  a 
l i f e  o f anxiety and turmoil fo r  the good of sou ls.
He heeded not obstacles or danger, weakness of 
frame or absence o f resources, but cast himself 
in the arms of Providence, knowing that God pro
vides health and strength and means fo r  His work
men. He speedily made the resolve, and no tiling 
deterred him from its  rapid execution; amid ob
je ct ion s , d i f f ic u lt y ,  and persuasion, he did not 
swerve from his purpose. His earnestness swayed 
a reluctant Pope, his eagerness anu enthusiasm 
communicated i t s e l f  to his brethren, and induced 
them to jo in  in a mission fu l l  of p e r il and uncer
tainty . Then, in the f u l l  tide of hope, in the 
very outset of the journey, how noble was his 
humble submission to the voice o f authority, his 
resignation at the fa ilu re  of the p ro ject, and 

x his unobtrusive resumption of his monastic d u ties .27

Hot long a fter  this famous event, Pope Pelagius 
died and Gregory was elected  P o n tiff . lever before per
haps had Pontiff to bear so heavy a burden as was now 
laid on Gregory’ s shoulders.; and never before had so 
strong a soul dwelt in a frame bo i l l  adopted from its  
feebleness to support the load. Prom the vexy outset 
of his pon tifica te , the saint was ca lled  upon to f ig h t  
against patriarchal ambition and imperial tyranny at By
zantium, against schism in Is tr la , against the Lombards 
at the very gates of Home, against the almost absolute 
iso la tion  of the Church in Spain from the center of

2?Snow, op. c i t . , pp. 43-44.
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Christendom, against Arianism in Spain, against simony in 
Gaul, and against the Donatists in A frica .

Although weighted with the burdens; of his o f f ic e  
and unmitigating physical in firm itie s , Gregory’ s zeal fo r  
the Church was indefatigable. Of a l l  his work in the 
seat that which lay closest to his heart was the conver
sion of England, and the success which crovaried his e f 
fo rts  in that undertaking was to hi® the greatest t r i 
umph of his l i f e .



CHAPTER I I I

GREGCHY’ 3 PLANS POR SIS MISSION 
TO BE ENGLISH

Gregory, as a man foremost in learning and busi
ness, chosen bishop of the Roman and Apostolic See, "be
ing moved by inspiration of God thereunto, sent the serv
ant of God, Augustine, and other more monks foaring the 
Lord with him, to preach the word o f God unto the nation 
of the English."*' Thus does Bede summarise Gregory’ s 
plan© fo r  the Mission to the English.

x The scant information given us by Bede is supplied 
in the copious testimony o f Gregory’ s writings; from them
we know that his "intrepid soul dwelt on i t  with u n fa il- 

2
ing in terest," and that "scarcely  had he been elected 

Pope, when his great and cherished design became the ob-
•r

je c t  o f  his constant thought."3 The P o n tiff ’ s le t te r  to 
Syagrius of Autun gives his own testimony of this fa c t :
"In the missionary work which, a fter  long thought, I have 
endeavoured to expend upon the English nation, we have 
found you of great help."^ Neither night nor day wrested

^Bede, I ,  x x i i i .
^ontalem bert, op, o i t . ,  I l l ,  331.
^Ibid.
^ p .  IX, 108
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from h i3 anxious thoughts hie ovm unsuccessful attempt to 
lead a mission to England, nor did the memory of the coun
tenances of the Saxon «lavas and th e ir  piteous p light 
permit him to relinquish his p ro ject.

The zeal which had hurst into an inextinguishable 
flame became a respon sib ility  when hi3 fatherly care ex
tended over the whole Church. Gregory had set himself 
to procure the salvation o f the English nation and i t  la 
the purpose of this chapter to discuss the plana he en
tertained which helped him to set in motion this apos
to lic  mission.

There are two facte  that indicate that he retained
\

a clear vision of the conversion c f B ritain . From an 
early biographer8 v/e in fer  that, from the moment o f hie 
elevation to the papacy, Gregory kopt a v ig ila n t eye for 
the men who would most f it t in g ly  f u l f i l l  his mission. In 
relating how Gregoxy *s f ir s t  concern a fter hi a e lection  

to the pontificate was to replace the aides of the pon
t i f i c a l  household with monks, John the Deacon sta tes : "In 
deed he chose the very h oliest monks fo r  his companions; 
among them were Augustine, prior of his monastery, and, 
M ellitus, through whom he ra llie d  the people of the
Angles to the grace o f C h ristian ity .” 6 Seemingly Abbot

■ ■ ....... '.......

John the Deacon, I I ,  x i .
®Ibld.



4 0

Snow borrowed from the same biographer: "Gregory ca lled  
to his aide and counsel several o f Ms bretnren of 
St* Andrew*» among whom were Augustine and K elli tua, 
future aioaionarie» to England.*7 The re is further ev i
dence that Gregory had focused his attention with this 
purpose in mind, upon Augustine i f  we may rely  upon the 
information that Leo IIX gives us. He refers to Augus
tine as Gregory *s "syncellue" or the sharer of his p r i
vate room and con fidential secretary .8 'Xneoe facts  per
mit us the worthy inference elsewhere substantiated, es
pecia lly  in his care of the Patrimony and in his appoint
ment of bishops to Gees, that Gregory had gathered to his 
side trusted men, who, while sharing in the governmental 
a ffa irs  of the Church, would learn its  policies as w ell. 
Likewise , i t  gave Gregory opportunity to observe with
diligence the characters o f those with whom he dea lt.

*

With his mission constantly in mind, certain ly  he must 
have been making his selection  of those best f it t e d  to 
carry out his plana.

Hevnaan draws the same conclusion from the words 
of John the Deacon quoted above and states that Gregory, 
had made hia "choice of person to whom the conduct of the

73now, op. c i t . , p. 75.

%>uddan, op. c i t *, I I ,  105, a .3.
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mission was to be entrusted” two years before its de

parture.9

The second indication that Gregory was planning 

a mission to the English may be found in his letter to 

Syagriua, Bishop of Autun: "Because in the missionary 

work, which, after long thought, I have endeavoured to 

expend upon the English nation by the agency of Augus

tine . . .  we have found you such a help in everything 

as to make us greatly indebted to you."*0

Elsewhere in Gregory’s correspondence we find 

evidence of his ardent interest in the English and his 

plans for the Mission to the English maturing. This time 

he is writing to Candid us, the presbyter, whom he has 

appointed rector over the Galilean Patrimony;** "As you 

are proceeding, with the assistance of Our Lord God,

Jesus Christ, to the management of the estate in Gaul,

% e wman, op. c i t ., III, 248.

*°Ep. IX, 108.

**In his administration of other churches, Gregory 
used the agency of commissioners who managed the property 
of the Roman See, called the Patrimony of St. Peter.
This Patrimony included estates not only in Italy and the 
adjacent islands, but in Gaul, Illyria, Dalmatia, Africa, 
and even Asia. These commissioners were deacons, sub
deacons, or laymen, who were called defensors. In some 
provinces and kingdoms as in Gaul and Spain, the Pope 
wag represented by Bishops called Vicars on whom he b e
stowed special privileges, the badge of which was the 
pallium.
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we should he glad i f »  with the moneys which you w ill re
ceive , you would be so good as to puroha.ee garments that 
are worn by the poor, and also English boys,12 of the age 
of seventeen or eighteen years that they may be given to 
God in the monasteries, to their p r o f i t , " 13 In this is 

evidence of Gregory’ s determination to mate the slave 
trade flourish ing there serve fo r  the salvation of the 
country he loved so sincerely . His earnestness in this 
natter 1b emphasized by his repetition  of his d irective 
in the same le tte r : "v/e should be glad i f  you would, with 
these revenues, purchase garments worn by the poor, and 
as we said before, boya who may p ro fit  in the service of 
Almighty God.”14 His burning zeal fo r  the salvation of 

these youths is shown in the conclusion of the le tte r :
’But as those who are to be had in that co tin try are hea
thens, I desire that a presbyter should be sent over with

*

them, fo r  fear of sickness occurring on the journey, in 
order that i f  he sees any likely  to d ie , he may duly bap

tize them. Have the goodness therefor® to be sure to fu l
f i l l  these wishes promptly and ca re fu lly .»3-8
■ » ■ H i  m"» »  '*> ' ■ — n— —          — —  —    ; T — - n  ■ |~ | | - T  -n  : m  ■ u  | | | | B L  m m  m ; i »  u .    

12^he terms of this commission give us a strong 
impression o f the regularity of the export of slaves from
B ri ta in to Ga u l.

I3Kp. VI, 7.
3-4Ib id .
i8Ibid .
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While the Saint*a thoughts thus concentrated upon 
the miserable lo t  o f the English slaves and their bondage 
of body and soul under cruel and hateful tyranny, he, in 
a l l  lik e lih ood ,1** contemplated bringing them up, under 
his own eye,* 17 in the schools of re lig io n , with a view to 

their eventual xeturn to their own country, in the capac
ity  of native m issionaries, or as interpreters in the 
service of the Roman priests who would be sent fo rth  as 
m issionaries. Furthermore, the presence of these ^nglo- 
saxons a t Rome would be liv in g  testimony to the miserable 
p light of their countrymen, and would excite in terest in 
the work of conversion on which Gregory had se t  his heart.

Most commendable was Gregory’ s plan by which he 
hoped to u tilize  the acquaintance o f these youths with 
the language, customs, and re lig ion  o f th eir  country for
the furtherance o f his own design respecting the conver-

*

sion of England. However, such a plan required time fo r  
its  development and Gregory had no time to lo se .

Gregory had suffered ill-h e a lth  Intermittently 
throughout his p on tifica te ; his chronic condition had

l^This is  the common opinion among the students 
of Gregory. See Pud den, qj3.__cit., I ,  99; Newman, op. c i t . .  
I l l ,  248. --------

17Many believe that the young slaves were taught 
in one of the schools in which Gregory himself gave le s 
sons in singing. Brou, op. c i t . ,  p. 25.
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become ao increasingly acute that he knew he might d ie  

before his scheme could be fu lly  executed. When Agilulph 
threatened Rome in 595, the year in which Gregory’ s le t te r  
is dated to Gandidua, the anxiety of the impending siege 
brought on serious i l ln e s s . The expression of hia fe e l 
ings about his malady is found in hie letters to his in
timate fr ien d s . Although they were written a few years 
la ter , v?e know that they were hio .sentiments once his 
illn ess  exercised its  v ice -lik e  hold on him, often in
capacitating him. Referring to the severity  o f his a t
tacks, he wrote to Bulogius of Alexandria, his personal
friend:

\

Sometimes the pain is moderate, some times excessive, 
but i t  is never so moderate as to leave me, nor so 
excessive as to k i l l  me. Hence i t  happens that I 
am daily in death, and daily  snatched from death.18

In another le t te r , he conveys like  sentiments to 
Marinianus:

At one time the pain of the gout tortures me, at 
another I know not what f i r e  spreads i t s e l f  over 
a l l  my body, and sometimes i t  happens that at the 
same time the burning struggles with pain, and 
body and mind seem to be leaving me. I cannot 
t e l l  you how many other troubles I endure beyond 
the sickness I have mentioned. In b r ie f , I fe e l  
that the severity  o f these attacks so engrosses 
me that to live  is a penalty and I eagerly long 
fo r  death which I believe to be the only remedy 
fo r  my pains.19

^ p .  X, 55.
19Ep, XI, 32.
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In a le tte r  to Venantius, he takes mutual comfort: 
"For I am tormented with pains of the gout, which have at
tacked botli you and me in much the same way, fo r  they in

crease exceedingly with us, and we are both declining in 
l i fe . '* 20

Gregory’ s i l l  health was not the only issue that 
prompted him to immediate action in regard to the English 
Mission.

Men’ s minds were f u l l  o f gloomy anticipation , and 
they thought the end of the world was at hand.
The empire was w ell-nigh crushed beneath its  mis
fortunes, and men imagined i t  was about to f a l l  
as imperial Rome had fa lle n . The c i t y ,  they 
thought, would be destroyed, and with her the en
tire w orld.21

\

Sharing this anxiety, Gregory wrote:
Lo! the world is  perishing, towns are razed to 
the ground, armies are scattered, churches are 
in ruins; there is no one to t i  11 the s o i l .
And we, a mere handful, all that is left of 
the people, are ever being struck by the sword 
which is working our r u i n . 22

Elsewhere he wrote: "The world is nigh it s  end; le t  us
bury with i t  our worldly l u s t s . "23 j n commenting on the

20Ep. XI, 30.
23-Brou, op. c i t ., p. 24.
2% p. I l l ,  29.

23Gregorius Magnus, I .  XL Homiliarum in Evangelia,

l:  t *, i r m Latinorum
Dialogues, I I I .  38.
HomTTy on EzeehieI, I I , 1.
Ep." X I, 66*
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distress of the people he says:
The people and clergy  o f this c ity  are su ffering  
from fever. No one has strength l e f t  to work.
In the country around the dead form the only mat
ter fo r  ta lk . Death and disease have invaded 
A frica . In the east matters are s t i l l  worse.
None haverescaped. The end o f the world is draw
ing near.24 25

Though Gregory’ s words seem to imply despair, his 
energy never wavered, and he set to work as a man who be

lieved in the future. He was prompted to immediate action 
toward the English by the apprisal that the English wished 
to be converted. This fa c t , contained in two o f  his le t 
ters, is the only indication on record o f any movement on
the part o f the English to c a l l  forth  his e f fo r t s .

\

Accordingly, to the boy-kings o f the Franks,
The ode ric  and Theodebert, Gregory w rites:

And so it  has reached us that the English nation, 
by the mercy o f God, desires earnestly to be con
verted to the Christian fa ith , but that the 
p riests25 in that neighborhood take no notice 
and refrain from kindling the desires of the Eng
lish  by exhortations o f their own.26

He conveys a sim ilar message to the queen-mother, 
Brunichilda; * »  inform you that i t  has reached us, that

^E p. IX, 123.
25The priests ( i . e t h e  bishops) in the neighbor

hood whom Gregory blames are the bishops of Gaul. His 
commendatory le tters  to them contain many hints that the 
work of the English Mission was not one with which he 
thought them lik e ly  to sympathize.

26Ep, VI, 58.
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the English nation, by God's favor, desires to become 
Christian, but that the priests who are in the neighbor
hood have no pastoral so lic itu d e  fo r  them. "27

While noting that Gregory was busily planning fo r  
the conversion of the English, the student o f the Grego
rian mission should note the magnitude o f Gregory's plane
as revealed in the subsequent lines of the le tte r  quoted
previously. To Brunlchilda, he continues:

Lest their souls should perish in eternal damnation, 
we have taken pains to dispatch thither the bearer 
o f these presents, Augustine, a servant of God, 
whose zeal and earnestness is well known to us, 
along with other servants o f God, in order that by 
their agency we might ascertain more fu lly  the 
minds of the English, and might to the best o f our 
power, with your cooperation, take thought to their 
conversion, i t  have also instructed them to take 
with them presbyters from the neighborhood with a 
view to this work.27 28

Once Gregory had ascertained 'the minds o f the English,* 
and the s in cerity  of th e ir  yearning f o r  the Christian 
fa ith , his * thought fo r  their conversion* would take form 
in reinforcements which he would send to help in the evan
ge liza tion . Gregory had the minutiae of the English Mis
sion providently planned before the f i r s t  band of the raia- 
aioners embarked with his apostolic b lessing. He lived 
to see the need fo r  reinforcements and sent them to

27Ep. VI, 59.
28Ib id .
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Augustine in 601.
Gregory does not mention how he learned o f the 

desire o f the English fo r  conversion, but i t  is  very 
probable that in 594 or perhaps early in 595 when Gregory

OQof 'fours came to Rome, he may have told the Pope that a 
young Frankish princess who had been l e f t  as an orphan to 
his care had very recently wedded an English prince .29 30 

Her guardians had insisted on the one thing, that she be 
free to practice her fa ith  and to be allowed to have a 
bishop31 as chaplain. To this Ith e lbert had agreed and

29Dudden, op. c i t . . I ,  243, n . l .

«^Gregory of Tours did not know the prince*a name . 
nor did he know that he was king. Naturally, he knew noth
ing of the motives which led to the marriage. In this mat
ter we are better informed than he. Bthelbert, great- 
great-grandson o f Hengist, established himself in the King
dom of Kent in 561. Ambitious, and proud o f his descent 
from Hengist, he was bent on obtaining power over the kings 
of the Heptarchy, and therefore sought to strengthen him
s e l f  by a foreign  a lliance.. Accordingly, he made proposals 
of marriage to Bertha, the daughter o f  Charibert, King of 
Paris, and his w ife , Ingoberga. Charibert, a prince of 
depraved character, died when Bertha was very young; and 
that princess, under the care of her excellent mother, 
Ingoberga, and her uncle, C hilperic, King o f  Soiaaona, 
made such progress in holiness, that she became a real 
blessing both to her husband and to the whole English na
tion .

Upon the death o f  Ceawlin, King of Wessex, moat 
powerful ch ief o f his time, a way was opened fo r  Ethe 1- 
b ert ’ s succession to the f i r s t  place among the kings o f  
the Heptarchy, which was accordingly yielded to him about 
596, the very year in which St. Augustine ’ a mission was 
unde rtaken.

31According to Canterbury trad ition , Liuhard, 
Bishop o f  Jenlis, was Bertha's chaplain. His name was
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was true to his pledges. Gregory of Tours may have also 

brought to Gregory’ s notice that Bertha’ s gentle in flu 

ence was gradually disposing her superstitious husband to 
y ie ld  to grace whenever God’ s time should come. I f  Gre
gory had not known these details* at least he was more 
cognizant than ever that i t  was time to begin his mission 
to the English.

While Gregory was handling the myriad problems of 
the Church, his steadfast purpose o f bringing heathen 
peoples within the pale o f the Church urged him to seize 
every opportunity which might in some way or other be an
aid in carrying out his designs. In 595, Gregory found

\  . ..

such an opportunity of drawing into c lo se r  touch with the 
Church in Gaul. Childebert, now king of Austrasia, Bur
gundy, and Aquitaine, the lord of a l l  the southern bishops, 
desired V irg iliu a , the bishop of Arles, to apply to the 

Pope fo r  the pallium and the Apostolic Vicariate in Gaul, 
and even wrote to Rome in support of the p etition . Gre
gory was by no means loth  to grant the favor. He realized 
that, by the appointment of a Vicar, his connection with 
the Gallican Church would be greatly strengthened, and he 
would be able to exercise a much more d e fin ite  authority

enrolled in the catalogue o f English sa in ts. Johannes 
Bollandua, S .J ., Acta Sanctorum, edited by Godefridua 
Henscheniue and Daniel Papebrochiua (P aris: V ictor P&lW, 
1865, 1867), Vol. VI, Tome I I I .  Liuhard: February 24.
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than hi the r to had been possible . Pur thermo w , the pre
sentation o f the pallium to V irg iliua  furnished Gregory 
with many opportunities fo r  extending his influence among 
the Pranks, and o f obtaining the i r aid fo r  his designs
fo r  the conversion o f the English. Other commendatory 

32letters sent to the various churchmen in the d is tr ic ts  
through which Augustine and his monks were intending to 
travel prove that Gregory *b relations with the Pranks 
were well timed.

However, i t  should be remarked, that there is  no 
trace of a p o l it ic a l  move in Gregory »a dealings with the 
Franks. His sole ob ject in a l l  hie negotiations was the 

reformation of the Church in Gaul and the salvation of 
a l l  men to the ends of the earth. That hie only motive 
was that of a Christian bishop may be seen in his fe a r 
lessness in correcting abuses. In the same letter in

*

which Gregory requests sp ir itu a l and temporal aid fo r  the 
English Mission, he o ffers  this salutary advice to V ir
g iliu a , Metropolitan of Arles, concerning the Gallican 
patrimony;

As being o f one mind with us, brother, pray con
sider our recommendation o f the presbyter Candi- ' 
dus, our common son, and of the poor estate be
longing to our Church, that by your Holiness *8 
help the poor may derive some p ro fit  and mainte
nance from i t .  Your predecessor held that estate

3aSp. VI, 52-59
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fo r  many years, and kept by him the payments which 
he co lle c te d ; we beg you therefore, brother, to re
member to whom the property belongs, and to what 
purpose i t  is employed, and, out o f  regard fo r  your 
sou l, to restore i t  to our son Candid us aforesaid, 
to be forwarded to ua. I t  is  a very detestable 
thing that what has been preserved by the kings of 
the nations should be said to have seen diverted by 
the bishops.33

would such courage be born of anything save an unquench
able thirst fo r  souls and God’ s honor?

Recommending Augustine and the monks &a well as
their ob jective to the sp ir itu a l and temporal clemency
of V irg iliu a , Gregory writes in the same letters

And therefore we inform your Holiness that we have 
by toe Lord’ s Providence sent to those parts, fo r  
toe sake o f sou ls , Augustine, a servant o f God, 
the bearer o f these presents, whose zeal and ear
nestness is well known to us, along with other 
servants of God, as he w ill  be able to inform you 
face to fa ce . In this matter you must help him 
with prayer and with other a id s; and where he has 
need, you must give him the support of your en
couragements, and comfort him as is f i t t in g  with 
fa th erly , priestly  consolation; so that i f ,  as we 
hope, he is enabled to gain anything fo r  our God, 
his having enjoyed the* consolations of your H oli
ness may en title  you, who unselfish ly supply him 
with your bountiful support in good works, to a 
share in his reward.34

The news o f  Childebart’ s untimely death caused 
deep regret in Rome as well as in Gaul, but Gregory did 
not permit the event to disturb his relations with Gaul. 
On the contrary, in this same year, 596, he made the

VI, 53.
34Ib id .
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journey of the missionaries to England an excuse fo r  cor
responding with no less than seven bishops# and an abbot, 
as well sub with two kings o f the Franks and their queen- 
mother.

Gregory’ s plans fo r  the conversion o f the English 
were at their zenith; neither ill-h e a lth  nor the gloomy 
outlook fo r  the world were deterrents; the c a l l  from the 
English nation, the knowledge that they were ready, and 
an open road through Gaul were his comfort; and the un
fortunate state of heathen souls was his unrelenting in 
stiga tion . He was about to launch the greatest project 
of his p on tifica te .



CHAPTER IV

GREGORY’ S OBJECTIVE IN THE MISSION TO THE ANGLES 
AMD HIS SELECTION OF AUGUSTINE AND FORTY 

MONKS TO CONVERT THE ENGLISH NATION

Gregory*e Objective

Gregory the monk, the papal ambassador, the abbot 
and secretary to Pope Belagius, or Gregory the supreme 
P on tiff was animated throughout his entire career with 
the sole ob jective o f saving sou ls.'1* To his fervent seal, 
no exercise seemed too great, no su ffering  too intense, no
labour too stupendous, no obstacle insurmountable, i f  by

\

i t  he might win souls fo r  God.
With souls as his relentless goa l, he was ever 

eager to enlarge the boundaries o f the Church. Already 
as a young man he had s e t  his heart on the conversion o f 
the English; as Pope he used the means to achieve i t .
The previous chapter o ffe rs  an exposition of the manne r 
in which Gregory’ s plans ripened from the early days o f 
his p on tifica te . I t  w il l  be the purpose of this chapter
to discuss his ob jectives , more sp e c if ica lly  with regard/
to the English Mission.

I t  would be vainly daring to ascribe to one so

•^liede, I I ,  i .
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single-purposed in a l l  his ways, as Gregory's deeds prove 
him to have been, any other motives than tho one which 
pervades his speech, his sermons, and his w ritings. Bed®, 
in the beginning o f his account o f this great P on tiff, 
states that he '‘sent the servant of God, Augustine, and 
other monks fearing die Lord with him, to preach the word 
of God unto the nation of the E nglish .1,2

Gregory’ s correspondence regarding the English 
Mission bears evidence not only of his interest and fo re 

thought but of his single-hearted motive as well» His 
comendatory le tte rs3 to the prelates of Gaul, to the boy- 

kings of the Pranks, and to their queen -mo ther, abound in 
such phrases as "for  the good o f sou ls ,"  "fo r  the sake o f 
sou ls," " fo r  the health o f so u ls ,"  and " le s t  their souls 
should perish in eternal damnation."

Gregory’ s undaunted love fo r  souls and his deter-
*

Elination to win them fo r  Christ likewise flames forth  in 
his le tte r  to the disheartened missionary band, who, a f 
ter they had been frightened by the vicious reports of 
the land o f their destiny, had commissioned Augustine to 
return to Rome to petition  the Pontiff that they migh$ 
abandon the undertaking. Gregory, fa r  from conceding,

% e d e , I, xxiii.

3Ep. VI, 52-59.
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penned the follow ing reprimand;

I t  would have been better not to begin good things, 
than when they are begun, to turn back from them 
again in thought; and therefore, dearest sons, you 
should earnestly endeavour to accomplish the good 
work which with the Lord’ s help you have begun,
. . . Almighty God protect you with His grace, 
and grant tm to see the fr u it  of your labour in 
the eternal home, and that although I cannot jo in  
in your work, I may be found along with you in trie 
joy  of the reward, because I would jo in  in the 
work if I cou ld .4

Five years la ter , when the success o f the .conver
sion of the English was so great as to demand more mis
sionaries from Rome, Gregory again sent commends,tory le t 
ters reiterating  his ardent ob jective  o f souls to be saved. 
That this new group echoed the same single purpose with 

which Gregory had kindled his f ir s t  envoys, may be seen 
in a le tter  they themselves later addressed to the Lords, 
Bishops, and Abbots, throughout the land o f the aeots: 
"Having been sent by the A postolic Gee to  preach to the 
heathen tribes in these western regions, we have been per
mitted to make an entrance into this island of B rita in .” 5 

The student of Gregory need but re ca ll Gregory’ s 
purchase of the English youths "fo r  the p ro fit  of th eir  
sou ls"6 tli rough the presbyter Candid us, his le tters  /

4Ep. VI, 51.
5Bede, I I ,  iv .
6hp. VI, 7.
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commending nuguatine and his band of monks to the charity 
of the various churchmen of Gaul, his so lic ita t io n  of

rt
royal patronage and ” the favor of (your) p rotection ,” 
his d irective that the monks " take with them seme pree- 
byters "from the neighborhood, with whose help they may 
be able to i is id out what the English mean, and to assist 
them by their advice, as far as God may permit, in making 
up their m i n d s , h i s  plea fo r  prayer and other aids,*'®

, 11 ip
his request fo r  every material and sp ir itu a l help,

1his petition  that every comfort and encouragement be 
afforded the missionaries — the student need but reca ll 
these to be convinced that they undeniably bear eternal 
testimony of Gregory’ s envisioned goal f o r  souls.

In keeping with hie sp ir itu a l objective is  Gregory’ s

7Bp. VI. 59.

8"They took with them certain  i ’ranks by the com
mand of the blessed pope Gregory to be th e ir  in terpreters." 
Bede, I , xxv.

®Bp. VI, 58.
X% p. VI, 53.
l l G olatia, translated as material help, may have 

been used in a very wide sense. I t  sometimes included 
that of a regular salary. Mason, op. c i t . , p. 23, n .5 .

12hp, VI, 52.
13h p .  V I ,  5 7 .
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fore sighted planning fo r  the spread of the Church. Hie 
genius as an administrator supported his passionate de
sire to win a l l  souls fo r  lioaven. At the very outset of 
the English Mission, Gregory planned to invest episcopal 

authority in Augustine, and to make him primate o f  Eng
land.

Accordingly, Augustine, a fte r  tire baptism o f 
Sthelbert, “went to Arles; and in accordance with instruc- 
tions received from the holy father Gregory, was conse
crated by V irg iliu s , Archbishop of that c i t y ,  to be Arch
bishop o f the English nation.*'1  ̂ In writing to Ills friend 
Sulogiua, patriarch of Alexandria, Gregory indicates that 
he had planned previously fo r  Augustine’ s elevation to 

the dignity of Metropolitan. Speaking o f the Angles, lie 
assures Kulogiue that —

. . .  by the help o f your prayers I resolved that* 
obedient to God’ s inspiration , I ought to send a 
monk of my own monastery to them to preach. By my 
authority he was made bishop by the bishops of Ger
many* 15 and with th eir assistance reached that na
tion at the world’ s end.1®

Immediately follow ing his consecration, Augustine 
dispatched the presbyter Lawrence and the monk Peter to

•̂̂ Bede» I ,  x x v ii.
15At this period the term Germania was frequently

applied to any part of C-aul under FmnHaH rule.
x % p .  V I I I , 30.
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Horae to inform Pope Gregory of the great harvest o f  souls 
and the need of more labourers. Delighted that the Divine 

Reaper had deigned to bless his p ro je ct  so copiously, Gre
gory sent back new missionaries among whom ware Me H i t  us, 
Justus, Paulin us, and Ruf inianua He also sent a le t 
ter by them in which he mentions that he has forwarded to 
Augustine a p a ll, and intimates at the same time a echeat 
by which Augustine should make bishops in B ritain .

Concerning the use of the pa ll Gregory d irects ;
We grant you the use of the pall in that church at 
the celebration o f the mass and at no other time; 
with permission to ordain twelve bishops in d i f fe r 
ent places, to be su b ject to your ju r isd ict io n , in 
order that the Bishop o f the c ity  o f London in the 

'■ future may always be consecrated by a synod of his 
own, and rmy receive the honour o f the pall from 
the Apostolic See which by God’ s appointment I 
servo. Wt desire you to send a bishop, whomsoever 
you determine to ordain, to the c ity  o f York, with 
this provision, that i f  that c ity  and the neighbor
ing regions receive the word of God, the Bishop o f 
York likewise may ordain twelve bishops, and enjoy 
the metropolitan d ign ity . 18

Gregory further stipulated that a fter  Augustine’ s 
death, the Bishops of London and York were to divide the 
honour between thorn so that the sen ior by ordination 
should be considered to come f i r s t ;  furthermore that they 
must arrange harmoniously "by common counsel and combined

17Bede, I ,  x x i x .

18Bp. X I , 65 .
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action whatever is to he done out o f zeal f o r  C h r i s t 19 
This is another circumstance wherein Gregory planned 
"that the unlearned may he taught, the weak he strengthened 
hy persuasion, the perverse hy authority ."20

Gregory *s detailed fores ig h t and d irectives bore 
another fr u it  which was w ell within the scope o f his plans. 
With the conversion o f England and it s  immediate need f o r  
organized administration concurred the struggle fo r  papal 
supremacy a t  Rome. Gregory had already succeeded greatly 
in renewing relations and establish ing the authority of 
Peter with countries that had ceased communication with 
the Holy See. Now, he had insured that communication and 
obedience to the Apostolic See from another country, Eng
land, and by his mandates, by his reservation of right to 
bestow honour, and by his bestowal o f the primacy of a l l  
Great Britain upon Augustine, who, through a l l  his l i f e ,

«r
looked to Gregory as his superior. This deference cast 
the newly Christianized nation into trie protecting arms 
of papal authority, and made more concretely real the su
premacy of the Roman See as the only gate to heaven. To 
the P on tiff, i t  meant the extension of the power and 
prestige of the Church as w ell as the greater glory o f God.

19Ib id .
2 % p . X I , 64
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The foregoing evidence establishes without doubt 
the singienesa o f Gregory’ s sp iritu a l ob je ctiv e ; another 
angle of his purpose in this enterprising undertaking 
must now be considered. Bid Gregory have geographical 
knowledge o f Britain? Bid he give his emissaries d irec
tives as to landing place or kingdom in which they should 
f i r s t  plant the Gross o f Salvation?

Bede, in recording the purpose o f the Mission, 
states that Pope Gregory sent Augustine and the other 
monks " to preach the word o f God unto the nation o f the 
English . "21 To Gregory* then* the English nation was a l l  

one. That he had an inadequate idea of the magnitude of 
Britain, or even, o f the part held by the Teutonic tr ib e s , 
is shown in his le t te r  to Augustine22 when he directs that 

the bishops should not be at long distances from one an
other so that three or fou r may assemble f o r  ordinations.

*

Gregory did not know o f the existence o f a Heptarchy in 
England; he was ignorant of a d ifference between the men 
of Beira and the men of Kent; furthermore, he believed 
that the English nation was "situated in the fa r  corner 
o f the world.h2  ̂ He was consumed with the thought that

21Bede, I ,  x x i i i .

22Ep* X I , 64 .

2 ^Ep. VIII, 30.



within it s  boundaries were souls to be saved. His mag 
naniraous ardour could embrace no other ob jectiv e .
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Gregory*a Choice o f  Missionaries
With the passing o f the years of Gregory’ s pon

t if ica te  came a more settled  state of a ffa irs  f o r  the 
Church and ever mounting hopes f o r  the conversion o f 
his beloved English. His determination to leave nothing 

undone to accomplish the salvation o f the Angles had 
steadily  furthered his plans until they were ready to 

flow er into rea liza tion , How that the f it t in g  time had 
come, Gregory’ s next thought was fix ed  on the se lection  
of men suitable to carry out his designs.

Because of Gregory’ s own clea rly  defined ideas 
"o f what kind of men should be chosen to govern the Church, 
how such governors should l iv e , the d ifferen t ways in 
which they should instruct.the various classes o f their 
hearers, and the considers tion with which they ought 
daily to think of their own f r a i l t y , “ 24 25 there can be no 

question, that by 596, when he saw he was at last able 
to send out a mission to England, that he had well con- 
side red both the type of persons whom he wou M choose as

24John the Beacon, I I ,  x x x ii i .
25Bede, IX, i .
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m issionaries, and the instructions he would give them.

Gregory would have the shepherd of souls equipped

in knowledge and strong in character, a liv ing example of
the piety he demands in the members of his f lo c k . He
must be competent to teach others but he should also be
aware of his own in firm ities and of his constant need of
divine help in the discharge of his multitudinous duties.
These general ideas are se t fo rth  with luminous clearness
in Gregory’ s Regula Pastoral i s . However, the care with
which he selected Augustine, and the qualities he demanded
in the one in whom he was to place unlimited confidence to
e f fe c t  his most cherished ambition as well as those who
were to accompany him, may be deduced from his writings
concerning the English Mission. He understood that the
success o f the enterprise depended to a large extent upon
the choice of conscientious leaders.

*
The f i r s t  quality o f the missionary demanded by

Gregory as noted by his biographers and historians of the
English Mission was the fea r  of God. Bede remarks that
Gregory sent Augustine with a number of monks ’’who feared
the Lord” ; 26 27 Paul the Deacon states that Gregory sent;

”MeHi tus, Augustine, and John with many other God-fearing 
27monks.” Gregory’ s counterpart o f God-fearing monks is

26Bede, X, x x i i i .
27Paul the Deacon, xx i.
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»'servant of God. , ” 28 f o r  he uaea the terms interchangeably. 
This fear o f God is  unto l i f e  everlasting according to 
St. Benedict in his Rule, 29 * which '*became blood and mar
row in the son of St. Sylv ia , 1'39 the f i r s t  monk-pope.

In many instances, the missionaries are ca lled  
monks which t it le  bears with i t  the connotation of apos
to lic  labour; so much so that Gregory’ s own reference to 
them as monks was to him s u ffic ie n t  recommendation. In 
writing to Syagrius, Bishop of Autun, 31 he speaks o f 
Augustine with a note of pride as one-time "p r io r  of my 
monastery.» To Eulogiua, his fr ien d , he confides that
God prompted him “ to send a monk of my own monastery**32

\

to preach to the English. Himself a monk and an apostle 
of the monastic l i f e ,  Gregory well knew the Implication 
of the terra.

The Pope’ s commendatory le tters  to prelates and 
princes reveal further qualities which he seeks in hie 
future apostles . To V irgiliua of A rles , 33 to AEtherius

2®Ep. VI, 52-59.
29Reguia Sanctl Patria B enedict!, Patrologiae 

curaus compie ius Patrum ¿¿itinorurn (Paris ; J7 V . iilgne, 
1849), LXVI, v i i .

30sohuater, op. o i t . , p. 240.
31Ep. IX, 108.
32Ep. V III, 30.
33Kp. VI, 53.
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of Lyons, and to the various other Bishops o f Gaul, he
commends Augustine by stating that he is  confident and
well assured o f  his zeal and earnestness .

Other sp ecifica tion s f o r  the man of Gregory’ s
choice are found in hia le tte r  to hithelbert, King of the
English: “Our most reverend brother, the Bishop Augustine
has been well trained under monastic d isc ip lin e , is  f i l l e d
with knowledge of Holy Scripture, and endowed with good
works by God’ s in sp iration . “ * 35

That Gregory expected courage, patience, d isc ip lin e ,
and s e lf - le s s  devotion, embodied in a perseverance kindred
to his own, is  revealed in his reply to the discouraged
band wherein he exhorts them to continue their Journey;

In as much as i t  would be better not to undertake 
good works than to think o f desisting from those 
which have been begun, i t  behooves you, beloved 
sons, to accomplish with greatest zeal the good 
work which you, with God’ s help, have accepted.
Let, therefore, neither, the labour o f  the jour
ney nor the tongues o f evil-speaking men deter 
you; but with a l l  earnestness and with a l l  fervor 
cariy what you have begun under God’ s d irection ; 
fo r  you know that a higher degree o f eternal 
glory crowns great t o i l . 36

But where in pagan Borne or its  pillaged te rr ito 
ries was Gregory to fin d  God-fearing men of whose zeal

34

^Ep. XT, 57.
35Sp. XI, 66 .
3% p, VI, 51.
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and earnestness tie could be assured, men who were f i l l e d  

with the knowledge o f Holy Scripture, and who, by God's 
inspiration were endowed with good works? where was he 
to find men yearning fo r  souls a t  the extremity o f the 
world?

Gregory knew that within the c lo is te r  walls more
than anywhere else he might hope to fin d  the qua lities

which were absolutely necessary f o r  the accomplishment
of so d i f f ic u lt  and perilous a task. His cherished house
of St* Andrew had furnished him a t  need with bishops,

37legates, and envoys. There he appealed to the monks' 
kindly a ffection  the more confidently  since they knew hi a 
design and hia longing desire to see i t  accomplished.
The companions with whom he had started on his own abor
tive expedition were s t i l l  there. Gregory's example had
fired  their z e a l, and forty  were found, who, under the

*
inspiration of God's grace, from reverence to Gregory's 
authority, and attachment to his person, offered  them
selves fo r  the work. The only names preserved to ua from 
the f ir s t  band o f missionaries are; Augustine, Lawrence, 
Peter, Honoriua, and John. 38 /

Doubtless, Gregoiy spent much time in exhorting 37

37John the Deacon, I I ,  x i .
S u d d en , op. c i t . , I I ,  127.
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and encouraging, in training and instructing the future 
m issionaries, and in tre a thing into them that s e lf -s a c 
r i f ic e  and 26a l fo r  souls that orig in a lly  prompted him 
to undertake the mission, and, lik e ly , renewed his de
sire to accompany them.

Augustine, prior o f St. Andrew’ s ,  was Gregory’ s 
choice fo r  the ch ief of his apostles. He knew him to he 

d o c ile , enterprising, pious, zealous, and d iscreet, fo r  
had he not been the P o n tiff ’ s r ig h t hand in the papal 
household? The fa c t  that Gregory’ s choice f e l l  upon him 
is  s u ffic ie n t  testimony o f his worth and renders further 
information about him unnecessary. In fa c t , we know l i t -  
tie more than Gregory’ s terse summary in the le tter  to 
Ethelbert, previously quoted: Augustine was the prior of 
his monastery ; he had been thoroughly trained in monastic 
d iscip line ; he was well versed in the study o f the Scrip

ture a ; he was endowed with good works by God’ s inspira
tion; and on his zeal and judgment the Pope believed he 
could re ly .

We are indebted to "a certain  old man whose grand
father had been baptized by Augustine"39 fo r  the informa
tion that this great apostle o f  England was a man of com

manding presence and lo fty  stature, towering head and 59

59Ibid., II, I 0 5, n.l.
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shoulders above any o f his companions. Of his e a r lie r  
l i fe  we know nothing except that he may have been a pupil 
of F elix , Bishop of Messina40 and that he was Gregory’ s 

intimate and trusted fr ien d . This was Augustine, the 
monk, who matched Gregory * a demands in his choice o f an 
apostle to the English nation.

The English Mission was not only headed by a monk, 
but i t  was remarkable f o r  the fa c t  that i t  was composed 
sole ly  o f those trained in monastic d is c ip lin e . I t  might 
seem that men whose ob ject vvas to iso la te  themselves from 
the world and whose time was to be given mainly to p a y er
and contemplation, were scarcely  those most f it te d  fo r

\

active work in a foreign land. However, as was pointed 
out previously, fo r  his most delicate missions and f o r  
those which especia lly  required a knowledge of mankind, 
Gregory preferred monks.

The Benedictine ideal o f the monk-missionary never 
l e f t  Gregory’ s mind, and undoubtedly, he had imbued the 
band about to embark fo r  English shores with the apostolic 
a ctiv ity  at Gasinum of St. Benedict, their father in monas
tic  ism. Gregory sent the forty  monks on their mission 
"with the two-fold Injunction to preach the Gospel to the 
pagans and to introduce the observance of the monastic

4 0 I b i d . ,  n . 2 .



68

Rule o f St. Benedict.”4  ̂ When the Mission was established 

and Augustine consulted the Pope about the kind of l i fe  
the mi8aioners -,*3re to lead, Gregory replied that uthey 
must continue to liv e  the monastic l i f e  according to the 
norms of the Rule. ”41 42 The Pontiff had before his eyes 

the example o f the Patriarch who had graf ted the mission
ary vocation on the trunk of monastic l i f e . 43

To Gregory's mind, the zeal in their missionary 
labours would be fanned by moments o f contemplation and 
by f id e l i t y  to their monastic code; furthermore, God’ s 
blessing on their evangelical work would be given in pro
portion to the magnanimity with which they embraced the \
Opus B el. 44

The success of the Mission reverts to Gregory’ s 
foresightedneas, his guidance, his encouragements, and 
to the fa c t  that Augustine and his monks were heir to the 
ardent s p ir it  of th e ir  apostolic P on tiff.

418chuater, op. c i t . , p, 170.
42Ep. XI, 64.

433chuater, o p . c i t . . p .  170.
44,1 Let nothing be preferred to the work of God.” 

Rule o f Saint Benedict, x l i i i .



CHAPTER V

AIDS TO THE ENGLISH MISSION 

Spiritual Aid from Rome
Following years of patient prayer, waiting, and 

planning, Gregory found the time ripe fo r  the fu lfilm ent 
o f his fondest dream fo r  the conversion of the English.
In the sixth year o f his p on tifica te , "he perfected the 
long desired work sending other preachers, hut himself 
hy his prayers and exhortations assisting  the preaching 
that i t  might he suoceosfu l. “ 1 This chapter w ill discuss 
some of the means hy which Gregory insured the success of 
that h istor ic  enterprise.

Every student of Gregory the sa in t, of Gregory
the great Pope, of Gregory the monk, or of Gregory the

ambassador, w il l  see in him a man o f prayer. He is an
*

exem plification of the Rule of his holy lawgiver, St. Bene
d ic t , wherein the d iscip le  is  hid to "beg of God by most 
earnest prayer, that He perfect whatever good"2 is begun 
by him. Gregory’ s vast correspondence v erifies  this fa c t  
abundantly and a few illu stra tion s w ill  o ffe r  ample e v i
dence . * 3

xBede. IX, i .

3Ilule o f St. Benedict, Prologue.
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That Gregory prayed and directed the prayers o f
hie people toward the conversion o f the English is shown
in his le t te r  to Bertha, Ethelbert’ s queens

For your Excellences have not only been brought to 
the knowledge o f the Romans, who have more vigorously 
prayed fo r  your l i f e ,  but to many countries. , . .
•*« P W  Almighty God to inflame your heart, i l lu s t r i 
ous lady, by the f ir e  o f His grace, to do what we 
have said, and grant you the fru it  o f an eternal re
ward for work w ell-pleasing to Him. 3

The Pope attributed the rea lization  o f  his hopes
In regard to the English Mission to prayer. To Sulogius,
bishop o f Alexandria, he wrote: ’'Aided by your prayers,
I made up my mind to send a monk of ray own monastery to
them to preach."^ In the same le tte r , Gregory expresses\
his joy to his personal friend over the reports from Eng
land;

I t e l l  you this that you may know not only what 
your words are doing a t Alexandria, but a lso what 
your prayers are doing at the world’ s end. For 
your prayers are where you are not; your holy 
works are evident where you are.

The P on tiff realized and wanted others a lso to 
grasp the wonderful power and e ffica cy  of prayer on behalf 
of the distant m issions, Therefore he s o lic ite d , not only 
the prayers of his most personal frien ds, but in hie letters 5

5Ep. XI, 29. 
^ p ,  VIII, 30.
5Ib id .
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commendatory of Augustine and the other monks enroute to 
England, he requested prayers fo r  the English Mission. 
Referring to Augustine, the Pontiff wrote to Y irg iliu s  o f 
Arles: "In this matter, you must help him with prayer. " 6

Gregory's frequent refuge in prayer and his pleas 
that others w il l  follow  su it  evince the place o f impor
tance he gives i t  in a l l  matters. In his le t te r  to 
Stephen, Abbot of Larins, in which he commended the mo

nastic leader fo r  his charity and f o r  the good works which 
Augustine had reported of him, he wrote: wWe exhort you to 
exert your care with watchfulness, and so to keep those 
committed to you by prayer and prudent heed that the prowl
ing wolf may find  no opportunity to tear"7 your flo ck  to 
p ieces .

Furthermore, Gregory habitually commended himself
to the prayers o f o the re . His request in his le t te r  to
?a Uadi us, presbyter from Mount Sinai, is typical:

I beg you to pray fo r  nr that Almighty God may deign 
to preserve me from wicked s p ir its  and e v i l  men; fo r  
in this pilgrimage of ray l i fe  many ev ils  beset me at 
the same time, so that I can rightly say with the 
psalm ist: And now I am overwhelmed with Thy anger, 
dismayed by Thy threats, that s t i l l  cut 2® o ff  like 
a flood  a l l  at once surrounding me.® * * *

^Ep. VI, 53.
?Ep. VI, 56.

aEp. XI, 2.
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Abbot Snow refers to this quality of Gregory as 

fo llow s: "His one pleasure was to escape to a l i t t l e  ora
tory behind the chapel of Our Lady in the Church of his 
own monastery on the Caelian and to spend a few days un

known and unnoticed in reading and meditation . 1,9
While the foregoing chapters have furnished e v i

dence that Gregory’ s heart and soul were intent upon the 
conversion of the Angles» the preceding paragraphs o f fe r  
proof that prayer was part of Gregory’ s sp ir itu a l legacy 
to the success o f the English Mission.

Another bequest to the conversion of the heathen
Angles was Gregory’ s selection  of monks fo r  the mission-\
ary work. The great P on tiff ’ s sp ir itu a l insight envi
sioned more of the English Mission than the casual reader 
might observe. Attributing to the monastic l i fe  the 
training of his mind arid heart and the happiest days o f 
his l i f e ,  Gregory thoroughly understood the wants, the 
dangers, and the value o f monks; he knew their influence 
upon others, he foresaw their worth to the Church, and he 
la id  the foundation of their future work in the West. 2-0

In his se lection  o f missionaries fo r  this impor
tant task, Gregory was cognizant of the fa ct that 9

9Snow, op. c i t . , p. 233.

10IM d . , p. 212.
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St. Benedict regarded the monk as God’ s workmn and de
manded that this divine workman place hie energies a t  the 
service of the Church. Hence, the holy Pontiff "did not 
hesitate a moment in assigning this mission to forty  monks 
of his own monastery. Ho one saw anything unusual in the 
choice since a l l  were convinced that the Rule o f St. Bene
d ic t  precisely prepares and organizes such workmen to la - 
hour fo r  the kingdom of God. n11

Accordingly, in the early  summer of 596, to bring 
the lig h t of C hristianity to England, he dispatched not 

one or two preachers, but the prior of his monastery,
Augustine, and a whole community o f monks.

\

As Boa Leveque has pointed out, he imitated the 
p o lit ic a l  action o f the ancient Romans. To sub
je c t  a country they established colonies in i t .
So Gregory, to bring the English beneath the 
sweet yoke of Christ, sent forth  a sp iritu a l 
colony as i t  were. * 12

Gregory’ s appreciation o f monastic l i fe  which per
vades his le tte r s , his unflagging occupations, and his 
prayers, is borne out in his Beaponaa. wherein he d irects 
Augustine concerning the l i f e  his clergy should lead;

But as you, brother, have been educated under a 
monastic rule, and ought not to live apart from

S c h u s t e r ,  op. o l t . ,  p. 211 .

12Rev. Horace K. Mann, The Lives o f the Popes in 
Jftq. xvarly Middle Ages (St. Louis: B. Herder CoT, 1902J, 
Vo!• I* psirt r ;  p« «
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your c le r ic s ,  you ought to establish  in the Church 
of the English, which is s t i l l  but newly brought
to the Faith by the taction of God, that manner o f 
l i f e  which our fathers used in the beginning of 
the infant Church; among whom, there was none o f 
them who said that aught o f the things which they
possessed was his own, but they had a l l  things incommon.*^

Gregoiy*8 experience convinced him that "rather than in
dividuals , i t  is  the entire community that carries out 
the Christian apostolate, by practicing evangelical per
fection  by work and prayer, by preaching, by example be
fore preaching by word of mouth. 1,14

Another reason fo r  Gregory’ s choice o f monks, not 
to be overlooked, is his conviction  that

. . .  in establishing from the outset, the identity
existing between a l i f e  o f obedience and a l i f e  
lived fo r  God, the Gaainese Patriarch1*- prepared 
future generations o f monks f o r  that display of he
roic obedience and heroic love which the labours 
that awaited them would require. A ll that 3 t. Au
gustine o f Canterbury had to do in order to become 
a great apostle was to allow himself to ye led by 
the s p ir it  o f the Rule of 3 t. Benedict, 13 14 15

11  is  apropos to add here that contrary to the 
Irish  whose missionary campaigns wore the spontaneous and 
deliberate outcome o f their re lig ious zea l, the

13Sp. XX, 64.
143chueter, op. c i t . , p. 211 .
153t. Benedict of Hursia.
13Georgea Goyau, Missions and M issionaries, trans. 

Rev. F. M. Breves, 3.S .J . (London: Sands & Co. ,  1932), 
p. 21 .
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Benedictines, who, under the leadership o f Augustine 
landed in England, "did so only at the express command 

o f Gregory the Great, to whom they looked fo r  both th e ir  
method and plan of campaign, the very minutiae of which 
were drawn up by him. " 17 L itt le  wonder, then, is  i t  that 
Bede wrote: "They went to work in obedience to the Pon
t i f f  fs command.,;1®

I f  Gregory was insuring the success o f the mis
sion by the choice o f monk-missionaries, and i f  there was 
to be obedience on the part of his envoys, they must have 
a leader. Therefore, upon their departure, the Pope ap

pointed Augustine their Superior. 19 However, this simple 

investment of authority did not seem s u ffic ie n t  in the 
face of extreme apprehension of perils  and the dangers o f 
the mission they had undertaken. Their fears and roiagiv-
ings were m ultiplied by die "tongues of e v i l  menfiii0 Bede

*
narrates this story as fo llow s:

But they had accomplished a small portion o f tine 
journey, when, smitten with helpless fear , they 
thought of returning home, instead of going on to 
an unciv ilised , a f ie r c e ,  and an unbelieving na
tion , of whose very language they were ignorant; 
and taking counsel together, they resolved that

17Ib id .

18Bcde, I, xxiii.

x% p. VI, 51.
2Qlb id .
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this was the safer plan. Without delay, they cent 
Augustine whom Gregory had intended, in case they 
were welcomed by the English, to be ordained their 
bishop— to obtain by humble entreaty from the 
blessed Gregoxy that they might not be obliged to 
engage upon a Journey so perilous, so laborious, 
and so uncertain . 21

As simple prior , despite the " t i t le  of bishop 
which was to be his i f  he succeeded in establishing a 
Church"22 23 in England, he lacked the power o f imposing 
his own w il l  on his companions. Therefore he thought 
i t  well to return to Rome to present the request o f his 
timid brethren despite the fa c t  that these d isp ir itin g  
reports carried no weight with him.

More than ever did Gregory rea lize  that the band 
of raissionera needed a leader invested with fu l l  author

i ty . Accordingly, he made Augustine their abbot in or
der that he might act with greater authority md decorum:

On the return o f  Augustine, your Superior, whom we 
have a lso appointed your Abbot, obey him humbly in 
everything; knowing that, come what may, i t  w ill 
be to your souls* advantage to perform whatever is 
indicated at his bidding. Almighty God protect 
you with His grace . . . and God keep you sa fe , 
dearest sons

Gregory’ s so lic itou s  care and far-sighted  plan
ning extended to more than hie band of m issionaries; he

2XBede, I , x x i i i ,
22Ib id .

23&p, VI, 51.
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had looked beyond the raisaionaiy journey to tit a days when 
the pagan souls, bathed in the waters of holy baptism, 
would need a shepherd among them. He had to ld  Augustine 
before his f ir s t  departure, that i f  his e ffo r ts  were suc
cessfu l among the English, that he was to be consecrated 
the bishop of the English. Therefore, a fter the monks 
had converted many including King Ethelbert, by the ’»sim
p lic ity  of their innocent liv es  and the sweetness o f their 
heavenly doctrine , ”24 Augustine "went to Arles according 
to the instructions he had received from the holy father, 
Gregoiy, and was ordained archbishop o f the English na
tion . '• ̂

\

Bede narrates b r ie fly  that

. . .  he returned to Britain and forthwith sent the 
priest Lawrence and the monk Peter to report to the 
blessed P ontiff Gregory that the English nation had 
received the Faith o f Christ and that he had been 
made bishop; at the same time to entreat his d ec i
sion on certain questions that appeared to be ur
gent. Without delay he received the requisite an
swers

Lawrence and Peter found Gregory i l l  with a long 
siege o f the gout. At la s t , they importuned Gregory to 
le t  them depart and they l e f t  Rome in the summer of 601 
in the company of a fresh  band of missionary monks. w(ith
------------- 24“ -------------------------- ---------------------- ------ ---------------------

Bede, I , xxvi.
25

Ib id . , I , x x v ii .
26

IM *.
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them they brought three letters to Augustine from Gregory.
The f ir s t  le t te r  was of a private character, in 

which the Pope expressed his concern, lest Augustine he 
unduly elated by the g i f t  of miracles he had received*

He concludes his warning with these words: “Whatever power 
you have received, or sh a ll hereafter receive, of working 
m iracles, believe that the g i f t  is intended not fo r  you, 
but fo r  them fo r  whose salvation the power is conferred 
on you . " 27 *

She second letter**® to Augustine was connected 
with the g i f t  of the pallium, in this case the symbol of 
archiépiscopal ju r isd ic t io n . After a few complimentary

expressions and the usual d irection  that the pallium was

to be worn only during Mass, Gregory proceeded to develop
a, scheme f o r  the constitution  o f the Church in England.
Augustine was himself to ordain twelve bishops, who should

«
be subject to hie ju risd iction  in the southern part o f the 
island; another bishop, selected  and ordained by Augustine, 
was to be sent to York. I f  the people in that p|rt of the 
country received the Gospel, the bishop o f York was also 
to consecrate twelve suffragans, and act as their metro
politan . During Augustine*s lifetim e a l l  the bishops in

27E p .  X I ,  2 8 .

^ p .  X I ,  6 5 .
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the island were to be subject to him, but a fte r  his death 

the archbishops o f London and York were to be independent 
of each other, the senior taking precedence, but each rul
ing his own province as metropolitan, each receiving the 
pallium from Borne, and each being consecrated by his own 
suffragans . 29 30

30The third document sent to Augustine on this oc
casion was the celebrated Reaponsa described by Mbntalem- 
bert as "the rule and code o f Christian m issions , " 31 and 

which consisted o f a number of b r ie f rep lies to questions 
addressed to the Pope by the archbishop o f the English.
This masterly document, bearing evidence alike o f the good 
sense and good fee lin g  and o f the statesmanlike a b ility  o f 
the writer " is  the production of a mind of shrewd practical 
sagacity as well as o f lo fty  sp ir itu a l insight and confirms 
the high estimate otherwise formed o f  Gregory’ s qualities 
as a statesman and a sa in t , " 32

Gregory’ s fatherly  solic itu d e fo r  the newly
■■■ —  ■ —    i i -  ■     y  - - r - T n - n n  r.-n . - - | i  ■ | — n r -1 •; . n  ■ - n n n . i - m - m i -nun tin  m ,   - r-r ■- n  m.    - .n ., m jLjiri n r  in  . . . . . .

ooThe southern archbishopric was never established 
at London. "The p o l it ic a l  dependence of London on Canter
bury prevented this being done upon Augustine’ s death, and 
the apostasy o f the Londoners (Bede I I ,  v) hindered i t  
thenceforward." Dudden, op. c i t . ,  I I ,  129, n .2.

30Ep. XI, 64.
31Montalembert, op. c i t . . I l l ,  369.
32i;udden, op. c i t . .  I I ,  136.
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converted heathen and his eminent d iscretion  in dealing
with human nature may be seen in his answer to Augustine ’ a
query regarding d ifferen t customs in d ifferen t Churches:

I should like you carefu lly  to se le c t  whatever you 
have found e ith er  in the Church o f Rome , or in that 
of Gaul, or in any other, which may better please 
Almighty God, and to introduce, by an exce llen t ar
rangement, into the Church o f the English, which is 
s t i l l  new to the Faith, what you have been able to 
gather together from many Churches. For things are 
not to be loved f o r  the sake o f places, but places 
fo r  the sake of good things. From a l l  the several 
Churches, therefore, s e le c t  the things which are 
pious, and re lig iou s , and righ t, and gather them 
as i t  were into a bundle, and store them in the 
minds of the English to form a custom.33

Gregory’ s zeal fo r  God’ s glory and his unmiti
gating interest fo r  the souls o f his English, caused him

\

to give much devoted thought to the temples o f the id o ls . 
In his le t te r  to iitheIbert , 34 the Pope had charged the 

king to destroy the heathen temples. However, a fter  fu r
ther consideration, he came to the conclusion that a 
milder course would, in thd end, be more e ffe c t iv e , par
ticu larly  in a country where the people had so recently 
abjured their heathenism.

[The Pontiff] realized that only gradually could 
they be won over and their l i f e  and manners trans
formed. Consequently, in accord with sound Catho
l i c  principles he decided that whatever is not ' 
e v il in the traditions and customs of these peoples 3

3% p. XI, 64. 
^Ep. XI, 66 .
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should not he destroyed but taken over % the 
Church and f i l l e d  with a Christian s p ir i t . 35 *

Gregory therefore dispatched a specia l messenger 
a fte r  the missionaries who had already departed fo r  Eng
land, hearing a le tte r  to Mellitua with fresh instruc
tions on this matter:

When Almighty God sh a ll bring you to our most 
reverend brother, Bishop Augustine, t e l l  him that 
a fte r  long consideration, I have decided that the 
idol-temples o f the English ought not to be de
stroyed, but only the idols that are in them.
Let them be sprinkled with consecrated water, and 
le t  altars be erected and re lics  placed the re ; f o r  
i f  the temples are w ell b u ilt  they ought to be 
diverted from the worship of idols to the service 
of the true God. Thus when the people see that 
their temples are not destroyed, they may come the 
more readily to the old fam iliar places, laying 
aside the error o f th e ir  hearts, and acknowledg
ing and adoring the true God.3®

Gregory received the news of tha spread of the 
?a ith  in England with deepest sp iritu a l exultation . His 
happiness was so abounding that he prayed the more con
cerning i t ,  he preached i t  to his Roman people, he shared 
i t  with his friends through his correspondence. His 
prayers and demands fo r  the prayers of others, his de
tailed in terest, his d irection  from afar, his concern not 
only fo r  the souls of the heathens but fo r  hie personal 
envoys aa w ell, his evaluation and confidence in monk-

35Joaeph L crtz, History o f the Church (Milwaukee;
The Bruce Publishing Company, 1948), p. 141.

3%]p. X I , 7 6 .
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m issionaries, his threefold investment of authority in 
Augustine, hie paternal understanding of the heathen 
heart, his plana projected f o r  the extension and the 
unity of the English Church with that of Horae, are the 
raiseionary-Pontiff’ s sp iritu a l legacy to the ’ nation of 
the English,* Such knowledge e l i c i t s  an appreciation of 
his burst of exultation to Augustine which a t once voices 
his missionary ob jectiv e ; ” Glory to God in the highest 
and in earth peace to men of good w i l l , ” 37

Temporal Aid from Rome
Gregory’ s t o i l s , plans, and prayers that he might 

send messengers o f God’ s Word to the nation of the English 
are passwords to the success o f this great p ro ject, Yet, 

evidence of any material aid given to the missionaries 
upon their departure is lacking to students o f the Mission. 
Abbot 3now writes that Augustine and his monks l e f t  their 
peaceful monastic home with "lingering regrets and bright 
hopes. ’*38 Dudden’ s remark, in speaking of the faintheart

edness of the monks while enroute to England »would confirm 
this opinion;

By what seems to us an extraordinary oversight, no 
written instructions appear to have been given them,

37Ep. XI, 28.
381 ¡now, op. c i t . , p, 288.



and no le tters  of commendation had boon sent out 
to secure them a frien d ly  reception in Gaul. I t  
is no mmder that the missionaries thrown thus 
upon their own inadequacy fo r  the task a llotted  
to them» lost heart and longed to return to the 
peace „and security  o f  their old home on the Cae- 
l ia n .ogr

She lack of temporal aia ie indicative in the face 
o f the stricken, harassed» ana pauperized state of the pa
pacy. Despite his admitted primacy as the best of papal 
landlords, Gregory’ s illim ita b le  cnarity fo r  the poor and 
the oppressed kept his co ffers  grandly depleted. "His 
principal fau lt as a man of business was that he was in 
clined to be too lavish of his revenues"4  ̂ in supplying 
fp r  the physical necessities o f those in want.

Other bishops [notes Bede] applied themselves to 
building churches and adorning them with gold and 
s ilv e r , but Gregory's whole time was devoted to 
the winning of sou ls. Whatever money he had pos
sessed, with thoughtful aetermination he dispersed 
abroad and gave to the p o o r .41

In this regard, John the Deacon asserts that the great
Pope ’’ both gratuitously bestowed goods on those who did
not ask fo r  them and joyously administered to a l l  those
who made a request. " 42 Even the follow ing statement of 39 40 4

39Budden, op. o i t . , I I ,  10?.

40Dudden, "Gregory the Great," Encyclopaedia 
Bri tannica, Voi. XII, 11th ed. --------

4 lBede, I I ,  1.

4aJohn the Deacon, II, Iv i.
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Paul the Deaeon indicates sp ir itu a l rattier than temporal 
o fferin gs: 'his soon as he became Pope he accomplished his 
long-desired pro ject by sending other missionaries and by 
supporting them himself with his exhortations, prayers, 
and o ffe r in g s ."4®

fhe fa c t  that there is  no record o f temporal aid 
given at the f i r s t  departure o f Gregory’ s sp ir itu a l envoys 

and that upon receipt o f their request to give up the un
dertaking he realized that help and encouragements were 
necessary in greater measure than he had planned previ
ously indicates that Gregory expected heroic zeal and 
sa cr ifice  on the part o f the monks whom he had chosen on 
this veiy basis and that he had dismissed them from his 

presence with only verbal d irectives and recommendations.
yurthermore, the P ontiff expected a high degree

of in itia tiv e  not only from his monk missionaries but he
»

anticipated a generous, unselfish , and boundless charity 
akin to his own from those whose h osp ita lity  he had d i
rected them to seek on their journey. Indeed, Gregory’ s 
hopes in this regard were not amiss f o r  he wrote le tters  
of gracious acknowledgment fo r  the kind and hospitably 
reception given to Augustine and his companions at the 

hands o f the Galilean prelates and e cc le s ia s t ic s , more

‘̂-'Paul the Deacon, x x i.
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especia lly  Protaaius, Bishop of Aix in Provence,44 

Arigius, Bishop of M arseilles and Patrician o f Gaul,45 
and Stephen, Abbot o f Lerina,46

Gregory’ s monastic colony had l e f t  toe holy c ity  
about June a .D. in 596 and before long had arrived In 
France. One o f their f i r s t  stopping-places in Gaul was 
the great monastery o f Larins where St. Patrick had once 
stayed fo r  nine years. Augustine had to pay a v is it  on 
the Pope’ s behalf to Protasius, Bishop o f Aix, and to the 
patrician, A rig ius, governor o f Burgundy. He had to leave 
hia companions a t Larins,47 and " i t  was doubtless during 
the absence o f their leader on this occasion that, l e f t  
to themselves, the monks f e l l  into that despondency and 
discouragement which has become h is to r ic ."48

Certain men, whom Gregory vaguely refers to as 
maledieti homines,49 painted the Anglo-Saxons as a race
..... ■—■■■■ .. — ------------ -■-■■■.....»------------■--- ------- ---  r---- -r----

44Ep. VI, 55.
45Kp. VI, 57.
46Hp. VI, 56.

47Mabillon speaks positively  o f S t. Augustine’ s 
companions having remained a t  Lerlns during his absence. 
Joannes Mabillon, "Vita 3. Augustini, Cantuar," Acta 
Sanctorum, Ordinia Sane ti B enedicti. in saeculorian 
c lass e s di a t rib u ta . V enetiis, A pud Sebastianura Coleti 
& Jose phum Bet tine H i ,  1723. I ,  485-543.

48Brou, op. o i t . , p. 33. 
4% p. VI, 51.
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of barbarians, to whom i t  was vain to attempt to preach 
the Faith. Evidence was forthcoming in plenty. The le t 
ters o f Sidoniua A pollinaris, written a century before, 
but at i l l  looked upon as trustworthy, told of Saxon p i
racy and sla ve-ra id s. There was a dictum of Salvianus , 
priest of M arseilles, which auraaed up in a few sentences 
Roman opinion o f the day: "The Gotha are treacherous but 
modest; the Alans immodest, but frank; the Saxons cruel, 
but chaste; the Franks lia r s , but h o s p i t a b le 60

Confronted with prospects of a sea o f d i f f i c u l t  
navigation, of idolatrous inhabitants in the land o f their 
sp iritu a l conquest, of savages of uncouth manner and bar

barous speech, o f the expectation o f cruel and certain  
death awaiting them upon their arrival i f  suffered to 
land at a l l ,  the d iscip les of Gregory could not be cen
sured fo r  their "being smitten with helpless f e a r . ' '* 51

»
Moreover, another obstacle to the undertaking had, to a ll  
appearance, been overlooked fo r  the missionaries knew ab
solutely  nothing o f the language of this would-be f ie r ce  
and unbelieving people.

Without alternative, Augustine yielded to the 
wishes of his brethren and returned to Rome, when he

5PBrou, op. c l t . . p. 33.
5lBede, I ,  x x i i i .
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arrived, however, he found the Pope immovable. Gregory 
would neither permit the scheme to drop nor accept the 
o ffers  of resignation. Yet, in sp ite  of the disappoint
ment he must have f e l t ,  he was ready to sympathize with 
the terrors of the m issionaries, and sent them by Augus
tine a le tte r  o f tempered reprimand and tender encourage
ment. Warning the monks that i t  would have been better 

not to begin good things than when they are begun to turn 
back from them again in thought, he exhorted them to vest 
themselves with a l l  determination and enthusiasm to

. . * fin ish  under the blessing of God what you have 
taken up, knowing that great t o i l  is follow ed by the 
greater glory o f the eternal recompense. . . . Al
mighty God pro tec t you with His grace, and grant me 
to see the f r u i t  of your labour in the eternal home, 
that although I cannot jo in  in your work, I may be 
found along with you in the joy  of the reward, be
cause I would jo in  in the work i f  I could. God keep 
you safe, dearest eons

This check on Gregory’ s cherished pro ject had no 
other e f fe c t  upon his calm and prepared mind than to 

cause him to adopt fresh precautions and to endeavour to 
engage the good o f f ic e s  of the Gallican court and iipisco- 
pate in behalf o f the disheartened m issionaries. To fa 
c i l i ta te  their passage through Gaul, the Pope made Augus
tine the bearer o f numerous le tters  dated July 23, 596, 
and written f ir s t  o f a l l  to the Abbot of Leri n s, to the

5 % p .  V I ,  5 1 .
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Bishop of Aix, and to the Governor o f Provence, thanking 
them fo r  the hearty welcome they had given to hia monks 
as reported by Augustine; next, Gregory addressed himself 
to the Bishops of Tours, of M arseilles, of Vienne, and of 
Autuii, and above a l l  to Y irg iliu a , Metropolitan of Arles, 
warmly recommending to them Augustine and his Mission, 
hut without explaining its  nature or it s  aim. Directing 
V irg iliu s to devote himself to this cause, toe P ontiff 
wrote:

Therefore we inform your Holiness that we have by 
toe Lord’ s providence sent to those parts, f o r  the 
sake of sou ls , Augustine, a servant of God, toe 
hearer o f these presents, whose zeal and earnest
ness is well known to us, along with other serv
ants of God, as he w ill he able to inform you face 
to fa c e • In this matter you must help him with 
prayer and with o tier a id s ."3

A le t te r  in duplicate to Pelagiua of Tours and to
3erenus o f M arseilles bore a sim ilar message;

In order that you mayt possib ly , be the more ready 
to lend your support, we have charged Augustine 
himself to explain toe circumstances to you in de
ta il ; knowing that when you are aware o f them, you 
w ill apply yourself unreservedly fo r  God’ s sake to 
the task of encouragement, which indeed is  wanted.54

In another le tte r  duplicated to Desiderius of 
Vienne and Syagrius of Autun, Gregory exhorted; /

Knowing from hia [Augustine] what has been enjoined 
on him, your Fraternity w ill bestow solace on him

53Sp .  V I ,  5 3 .

54&p. V I ,  5 2 .
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in every way which his cause demands, so that 
as you are a helper of good works, as is be
coming and appropriate, you may have l i f e .
Therefore, your Fraternity should determine to 
devote i t s e l f  assiduously in this matter, so 
that the good things which we have learned about 
you and which have been confirmed by common opin
ion may be v erified  in you .55

To Arigius, the governor o f  Burgundy, offering  
praise fo r  his goodness, k indliness, and ch arity , re

ported by Augustine, the Pope recommended his d iscip les  
as follow s:

So we greet your Lordship with a father’ s tender
ness, and beg that the bringer of these presents, 
and the servants of God who accompany him, may 
obtain encouragement from you where they may stand 
in need o f i t ,  so that find ing your favour, he 
[Augustine] may be able the better to f u l f i l ,  with 
the Lord’ s help, the duties la id  upon him.®6

Gregory acted d iffe ren tly  in his le tters  to the 
young kings o f Austriaia and of Burgundy, and to their 
que an-mother, Brunichilda, who reigned in their name over 
the whole o f Eastern France. He announced to them that 
he had learned that the English were disposed to receive 
the Christian Faith, but that the priests of the neigh
bouring regions took no pains to preach i t  to them; 
therefore he asked that the missionaries sent by him to 
enlighten and save the English would obtain, through 

their beneficence, a royal-safe-conduct to guarantee

5 5 Ep.  V I ,  5 4 .

56Ep .  V I ,  5 7 .
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their safety during their journey through France. Fur
thermore, to obviate the most pressing o f the mission
a r ie s ’ d i f f ic u lt ie s ,  he commanded that they take some 
Franks to a ct as interpreters.

In s o lic it in g  both o f these aids fo r  his dele
gates, the P ontiff addressed the boy-kings :

We have a lso  instructed them to take with them 
some presbyters from the neighbourhood, with 
whose help they may be able to find out what the 
English mean, and to a ssist them by th e ir  advice, 
as fa r  as God may permit, in making up their 
minds. In order that they may present an e f fe c 
tive and suitable appearance in this matter, we 
beseech your Highnesses (whom we greet with a 
father’ s love) that our missionaries may obtain 
your gracious favour. And because i t  is fo r  the 

\ se-he of sou ls, we beg that your power may defend 
and aid them, in order that Almighty God, who 
sees that in Hie cause you bestow your encourage
ments with an unstinting mind and with a l l  y0ur 
might, may d ire ct  your in terests with His meroy, 
and a fte r  your earthly sovereignty may bring you 
to the kingdom of heaven. 57

Bruniohilda, the que en-mother, received a sim ilar
»

request to help Augustine in any d if f ic u lty  he might en
counter on his way to England:

We have also instructed them to take with them 
presbyters from the neighbourhood with a view to 
this work. Your Highness is  well accustomed to 
be inclined to good works; and both for our ask
ing, and in consideration of the fear o f God, we ' 
trust that you w ill graciously consider Augustine 
as in evejy way commended to you, and that you 
w ill strenuously give him the favour o f your pro
tection , and bestow upon his work the aid o f  your 
patronage ; and in order that he may obtain his

57E p . V I , 5 8 .
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recompense to the fu lle s t  extent, we beg that you 
w ill see that under your protection  he reaches 
the English nation in sa fe ty . 58

Having dispatched his commendatory letters to the 
eminent persons whom hie monastic band were lik e ly  to en
counter on their route, and having secured from princes 
and prelates encouragements, h osp ita lity , money, g i f t s ,  
royal protection , and the a id  of interpreters, through 
his demands on their charity ♦for the sake of souls,* 
Gregory bid his d iscip les  to resume what they had begun 
with the Lord*® h elp . 59 Aimed with the P o n tiff ’ s secu ri

t ie s , the monks were stimulated with new courage and again
set out upon their way. They traversed the whole o f

\

Prance,

. . . ascending the Rhone and descending the 
Loire, protected by the princes and bishops to 
whom the Pope had reeomended them, but not with
out suffering more than one insu lt a t the hands 
o f  lower orders, especia lly  in Anjou, where these 
forty  men, in pilgrim .garb, walking together, 
resting sometimes at night under no other shelter 
than that o f a large tree, were regarded as were
wolves, and were assailed  (by the women particu
la r ly ) with ye 1 lings and abuse. 60

After having thus traversed the whole o f Prankish 
Gaul, Augustine and hia companions brought their journey 
to a close on the southern shore o f Great B ritain , in a

“ fip* VI, 59.

59üp. VI. 51.

60Montalembert, op. c i t . .  I l l ,  339.
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l i t t l e  harbour in the is le  of Thanet in the spring o f 

597. 61 Aa soon as Augustine had landed, he sent a mes
sage to King Ethelbert informing him that "he had come 

from Rome tine bearer o f  good, tidings, promising to whoso
ever would hearken the everlasting joys o f heaven and a 
kingdom without end with the liv in g  and true God. " 62 63

EtheIbert replied immediately and ordered the 
strangers to remain in Thane t promising them that he him
s e l f  would come to see them. At the same tit»® he gave 
orders that they should want f o r  nothing.

Within a short time, Bthalbert came to meet them 
and offered them a temporary resting-place at the spot 
ca lled  3table-Gate which was beyond the c ity  walls o f 
Canterbury close to the Roman buildings which served the 
king fo r  a palace. Bthelbert, furthermore, promised to

take measures fo r  supplying the strangers with a l l  neces-
*

sary a rtic le s  of food and assured them that he neither 
forbade them to preach nor to sake what converts they 
c o u ld .^

61* ’obefleet has been generally accepted of late 
years as the s ite  o f  the landing, but the distinguished 
geologist Professor McKenny Hughes, in a sensible l i t t l e  
essay appended to Canon Mason’ s Mission o f S t. Augustine 
(1897), pronounces in favour of the b e lie f that Augustine’ s 
f i r s t  night in England was spent beneath the rock -lik e  walls 
of the Roman fortress o f Riohborough. 3 rou, on. c i t . .  p. 41,note. --------

62Bede, I , xxr.
63Ib id .
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Before long their labours began to bear fr u it .
The inhabitants, marvelling at their simple and spotless 
lives  and the heavenly sweetness of their teaching be
lieved and begged to be baptized . 64 E thelbert himself 
did not hold back long fo r  before the paschal season had 
expired he a lso  declared himself a believer.

The Church had prospered so greatly by the summer 
of 597 A , that i t  seemed time that Augustine should 

receive consecration as bishop in accordance with Gregory’ s 
instructions. Therefore, leaving his companions to con
tinue preaching the Faith in Kent, he set out f o r  Gaul.
By November 16 he had reached Arles where he was conse
crated by V irg ili  us, archbishop of that c ity . On his re
turn, the newly consecrated bishop was hailed with great 
re jo ic in g  because more than ten thousand English were 
ready fo r  baptism on Christmas Day.

Forthwith, Augustine «sent the priest Lawrence 
and the monk Peter to report to the blessed P on tiff Gre
gory that the English nation had received the Faith o f  
Christ and that he had been made bishop; at the same time 
to entreat his decision on certain questions that appeared 
to be urgent.« 68 Bede further records that «the same Pope

64I b i d . , I, xxvi.

6 8I b i d ., I, xxvii.
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Gregory, 'because Augustine had suggested to him that the 
harvest there \?as great and the labourers few, with the 
aforesaid messengers sent tack fe llow  labourers and minis 
ters o f the Word of God, among whom the ch ief and most 
conspicuous were K e llitu e , Justus, Paulinus, and Rufini- 
anus . ”66

How that Gregory was assured that the English had 
received the Faith o f C hrist, he lavished upon the new
born Church "everything that was necessary fo r  worship 
and the ministry o f  the Church, namely, sacred vessels 
and a lta r  linens, ornaments fo r  the Churches, p r iestly
and c le r ic a l vestments, re lics  o f the holy apostles and

\

martyrs, besides many books, " 67 * which were intended to 
form the nucleus of an e cc le s ia s tica l lib ra ry . 60

Moreover, the Pope provided the new missionary 
labourers69 with very urgent le tters  a l l  of the same date 
June 22, 601, commending them to no less than eleven 

bishope, the three kings and one queen of the Franks, so 
that they might everywhere meet with kindness and

66Ib id . , I ,  xxix .
67Ib id .

6%on tale rabert, op. c l t . , I I I ,  361.
69rfwelve monks offered  themselves, and many of 

these had in la ter years to play an important part in the 
history o f  England. Brou, op. c l t . , p. 74.
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h osp ita lity  on their journey. He told  his episcopal cor
respondents that he knew their zeal would naturally have 
moved them to accord help to men who were labouring f o r  
souls; but that as the glow of a f ir e  is in ten sified  by 
blowing on i t ,  so their zeal would be quickened by his 
words. From the regality  o f the Frankish kingdom, the 
Pope sought charity and assistance to the speedy accom
plishment o f the journey, and acknowledged in gratefu l 
terms the aid they had supplied to hia f ir s t  mission
aries to B ritain .

This second group of commendatory le t te r s , 70 in - 
tereeting because they reveal the zeal o f Gregory, record 
also the places where the new band of missionaries sought 
h osp ita lity . They were addressed to queen Brunichilda, 
kings Theodebert and Theoderic, to their r iv a l, king Clo- 
taire o f  Meuetria, to tire bishops o f Arles, Lyons, Gap, 
Toulon, M arseilles, Chftlons', Paris, Rouen, Metz, Vienne, 
and Angers.

Thus Gregory continued to show the keenest in ter
est in the venture he had projected f o r  the salvation o f  
the English nation, and despite agonizing physical su f
ferin gs, threats to the papacy from without, and the 

knowledge o f the daily sufferings of his fellow-men, he

7% p. XI, 54-62.
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gave unatintingly o f  his encouragements, his in fluence, 
and his g i f t s ,  as temporal bequests of the Mother-Church 
at Home.

Aid from the Pranks
Besides Gregory’ s in terest, encouragements, de

termination, tender compassion f o r  his frightened monk- 
envoys , his requests to the potentates of Gaul fo r  aid o f 
a sp iritu a l and material nature, his devotedneas to this 
cause so v ita l to the salvation of the »nation of the Eng
lish ,*  and his material g i f t s ,  there is  another source of 
aid which contributed greatly to the success o f  his proj
e ct . This was the help he obtained from the Franks.

The monk-miss lone ra we re given truly monastic hos
p ita lity  by Stephen, Abbot o f Lerlna, whose monastery had 
" the reputation of an earthly paradise"71 because o f it s  

magnificent views of wooded.hills and snowcapped mountain 
peaks, blessed with a bright sky and a d e ligh tfu l clim ate, 
gorgeous with flowers and fragrant with their odours. I t  
was here that Gregory’ s envoys to England found a haven 
of rest a fte r  their journey from Rome. In acknowledging 
this favour to the f i r s t  band, the Pope wrote:

7te were rejoiced by the account which Augustine, 
the servant o f God, the bearer of these presents, 7

7Sudden, op. c l t . ,  XI, 106.
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gave us when he related that you, kind S ir, are, 
as you should be, on the watch, affirm ing also 
that the presbyters and deacons and the whole 
congregation are liv in g  together in unanimity and 
concord. . . . The spoons and plates which you 
dispatched have come sa fe ly  to hand, and we thank 
your charity; because you have shown how you love 
the poor, by sending fo r  their use the a rtic le s  
which they require . * 72

So zealous on behalf of the missionaries was 
Syagrius of Au tun that the Pope la ter  sent him the pallium 
as a reward, and to this very day, the bishops o f that 
c ity  have a righ t to diat d istin ction  in memory of the 
passage of the apostle . 7^

Protasius, Bishop of Aix in Provence, also received
the P o n tiff ’ s waxm acknowledgments:

Your great love f o r  tine blessed Peter, the Chief 
of the Apostles, is manifested not only by your 
o f f i c ia l  prerogative, but also by the devotion 
which you show in reference to the interests o f 
His Church. So we have learned by what Augustine, 
the servant of God, the bringsr o f these presents,
•tells us; and we greatly re jo ice  and give thanks 
fo r  the a ffection  and zeal fo r  the truth which is  
In you, because, though absent in body, you show 
yourself in mind and soul to be with us, inasmuch 
as you exercise toward us a brother’ s charity, ae 
is fitt in g .?®

Arigius, Patrician of Gaul, merited sim ilar g ra ti
tude:

7^ P .  VI, 56.
?3gp. IX, 108.
74Iirou, op. o i t . .  p. 36.
7% p. VI, 55.
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What goodness, and kindliness, together with the 
charity is pleasing to Christ, is  conspicuous in 
you, we have learned by the bringer o f these pres
ents, Augustine, the servant of God; and we thank 
Almighty God, Who has bestowed these g ift s  o f his 
loving kindness upon you, to make you praiseworthy 
among men, and in His own sigh t--the thing which 
is  of true advantage—g lor iou s . ? 6

By his commendatory le tte rs , Gregory secured the 
in terest as well as sp ir itu a l and temporal aids from the 
various bishops o f Gaul. Indications that the Pope ’ a 
so lic ita tion s  were not in vain are to be found in his 
letter® of acknowledgment to the c iv i l  and e cc le s ia s t ica l 
authorities. Furthermore, there is  ground fo r  absolute 
assumption that the Pope’ s f i r s t  series of commendatory 
le tters  accomplished their purpose and met with his ex
pectation in the circumstance that he addressed himself 
& second time and confidently commended his reinforcement 
missionary band to England to the Frankish potentates of 
Church and kingdom. Undoubtedly, his influence had a 
strong foothold  by the time of the second mission and his 
monk emissaries were given the necessary aids in greater 
measure than were Augustine and his companions.

From the boy kings and from Brunichilda, Gregory 
so lic ite d  interpreters f o r  Augustine and his companions 
so that they might conquer the language d if f ic u lty  and be
come more conversant of the English customs; the P on tiff 76

76Ep. VI, 57
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further asked fo r  royal protection which would not only 

route them to England hut sponsor th eir arrival there in 
safety. How successfu l the Pope’ s letters were is re
corded by Bede; "They took with them* according to the 
instructions of Pope Gregory* sorae interpreters from the 
people of the Franks. " 77

The extent o f  the help from Brunichilda is rather 
vague; i t  is  admitted that she received the m issionaries, 
protected them e ffe c tu a lly , and fa c il ita te d  their journey. 
One writer remarks that "she did indeed pause in the midst 
of her s t r i fe  with her riva l fury, Fredegonde, to assist
the mission o f S t. Augustine on its  way to England, " 78 79 and

\

by the assistance she afforded the English Mission, she 
"la id  Gregoxy himself under ob liga tion . 1,79 Gratefully 
acknowledging her attention to his missionary pro ject, 
the P ontiff wrote;

How your Highness has yourself behaved toward our 
brother and fellow -bishop Augustine, we have 
learned by the accounts of several of the fa ith 
fu l; fo r  which we thank you, and pray the mercy 
o f Divine power both to keep you under its  pro
tection here, and a fter many years, to make you 
reign in eternal l i f e  as you do here among men. 80

77Bede, I ,  xxv.
78Philip Hughes, A History o f  the Church: An In

troductory study (Hew York; 3heed & Ward, In c ., 1935),
XX i 108•

79Dudden, op. c i t . .  I I ,  70.
8°Sp. IX, 11.
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Two years later* the P on tiff informed B runic hi Ida that

she shared in the conversion o f the English:
How of what so r t  and how great are the miracles 
which our Redeemer has wrought in the conversion 
o f the above written nation is  already known to 
your Excellency. On which account you ought to 
have great jo y , since the succours afforded by 
you claim to themselves the larger share herein, 
i t  having been through your a id , a fte r  God, that 
the word o f preaching became widely known in 
those parts. For one who aids the good work of 
another makes i t  his own.8*

The orig inal documents concerning the English Mis
sion do not d isclose the magnitude o f  Brunichilda’ s sup
port. Her generosity my be measured by the foregoing 
le tte r  o f Gregory and by the one which fo llow s, written 
even two years la ter:

On learning from the information contained in 
your le tters  that you have b u ilt  the Church o f 
Saint Martin in the suburbs of Autun, and a mon
astery for  the handmaidens o f God, and also a 
hospital in the same c ity , we rejoiced  greatly 
and returned thanks to Almighty God, Who stimu
lates the sin cerity  of your heart to the doing 
of these things . 81 82

Temporal help was also given by Clot&ire of 
Neustria, the rival king to Brunichilda's grandsons, 
kings Theodebert and Theoderie. Gregory acknowledged
Clotaire *a kind treatment of Augustine and the aid he

/

proffered to his apostle in glowing praise:

81Ep. XI, 62.
82Sp. X III, 6 .
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Amid the many cares and anxieties which you un
dergo in governing the nations which are subject 
to you, that you should aid  those who are labour
ing in the cause o f God, is a sub ject o f  singular 
praise, and w ill bring upon you a high reward.
. . . Some of tiioae who went with our most rev
erend brother and fe llow -b is hop, Augustine, to the 
English nation, told us on their return, with what 
charity your Excellence had refreshed our said 
brother during hia stay with you, and how you had 
succoured and assisted him on his way. But since 
their works are ever pleasing to our God who do 
not turn back from the good which they have begun, 
we greet you with our fatherly a ffe c t io n , and beg 
o f you to consider the monks, the bearers of these 
presents, whom we have sent to our before-men
tioned brother, together with our well-beloved 
sons, Lawrence, presbyter, and M ellitus, abbot, 
as especia lly  commended to you . 03

The foregoing pages o f fe r  evidence that Gregory
was the Apostle of the English in desire , in attempt, and

\ ,

in d irection . Hia desire and purpose were permanent fo r  
few acta o f his pontificate manifest a fixed  determina
tion more c lea rly  than the Mission f o r  the conversion of 
the Angles. For this work he selected  hia own monks, and 
when they were disheartened and frightened, he encouraged, 
exhorted, insisted ; he watched over their progress, 
smoothed their way, and provided assistance and protec
tion fo r  them, so that, finding favour, they would be bet
ter able to f u l f i l ,  with the Lord’ s help, the duties la id  
upon thcm. 8

8*%p. XX, 61. 
84Ep. VI, 57.



CHAPTER VI

CONTEMPORARY CONDITIONS WHICH RETARDED OR CONTRIBUTED 

TO THE CONVERSION O N  THE ENGLISH: THE EXTENT ON 

THE SUCCESS O F  THE GREGORIAN MISSION

Impeding Cireurnstanoea

The preceding chapters presented the aids of both 

spiritual and temporal nature which Gregory deemed neces

sary and fitting for the successful issue of the evan

gelization of the English, as well as the helps obtained 

from the Franks. This chapter proposes to treat of con

temporary conditions and factors that retarded or insured 

the success of the Mission. Indeed, there were many con

ditions which, at face value, shortened the arm of Gre

gory’s missionary venture, but which, when examined, only 

brighten the glory radiating therefrom.

Deserving special attention is the state of the 

papacy. Nothing could be more sad and sombre than the 

state of the Church at the epoch when Gregory resolved to 

put his project into execution.1 Viewing this crisis in 

its relation to English history, the student is confronted 

with a twofold consideration. The first is admiration for 

Gregory, who only three years after the siege of Rome, and 

three years before the conclusion of the peace of 599,

1Montalembert , o p . o i t .. Ill, 336.
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could turn his mind from the s t i l l  lingering war in Ita ly  
to take active measures fo r  the conversion of the distant 

English.
He had need of more than human boldness to take 

in hand distant conquests, surrounded as he was by perils 
and disasters, and at a moment when Rome was devastated 
by plague, famine, and inundations of the Tiber, when the 
patrimony of Peter had been wholly expended by Gregory’ s 
lim itless ch a rities , when financia l exhaustion was the 
main disease of the sta te , and when Rome, m ercilessly 
taxed and shamelessly abandoned by the Byzantine emperors,
waa struggling against the aggressions of the Lombards

\

which every day became more and more menacing.
The second re fle ction  concerns the turning back 

of A g ilu lf from Rome as probably the main cause of the 
mission of Augustine. I f  Rome had fa llen  in 593 and 
Gregory three years later “had been the subject of a Lom
bard master, would he have had the courage o r  the power 
to send emissaries to the d istant heathen beyond the seas? 
Only through the greatness o f the man might this have been 
pose ib le . /

In view of these considerations, i t  is wholly 
ju s t if ia b le  that this apostolic P ontiff who complained to 
Theodolinda, A gilulf *s queen, that " fo r  twenty-seven years 
Rome had lived in terror under the shadow of the Lombard
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sword,”*' and whose soul was vexed daily  with the inroads 
of the half-heathen and half-Arlan hordes, should he 
oredited with an expedition as heroic aa S cip io ’ s depar
ture fo r  Africa while Hannibal was a t the gates o f Rome. 3

Furthermore, there was not a single part of the 

Christian world to which Gregory could look with compla
cency. In the East, Christianity was undermined by 
Monophysitiara. The Lombards and Spanish Goths were A ri- 
ans. North A frica was f i l l e d  with wild sects of Dona- 
t is t  orig in . The Frankish kingdom, i t  is  true, was Catho
l i c ;  yet i t  is  enough to say that in Gregory's time, Fre- 
degonde reigned in Neuatria and BrunicHilda in Australia. 

Ireland was the most promising part o f Christendom, yet 
not even Ireland was quite sa tis fa ctory . Admirable as 
were the Irish as leaders of forlorn  hopes in the attacks
on Teutonic heathendom, they organized l i t t l e ,  and founded

*

comparatively few b ishoprics. The C eltic s p ir it  did not 
seem su ffic ie n tly  f le x ib le  to be a perfect instrument in 
the conversion of the continent. The rest of Europe was 
savage and heathen. I t  was a t such a time that Gregory

/
%up. I ,  9.

3John M itchell Kemble, The ¿»axons in England: A 
History o f the English Commonwealth t i l l  the Period o f 
the Norman Conque^ TLondon: Longmans. Brown . Green and 
Longmans, 1849 j , ft’ , 33?.

2
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cast hi a eyes upon pagan England. An interval of peace 
with the Lombards gave him the opportunity to launch hi a 
venture.

Another fa cto r  which long deferred the conversion 
of the English was the p o lit ica l and relig ious outlook in 
Gaul. Among the Pranks there reigned three young boys, 
none of them much more than twelve years of age. They 
were the heirs of the hate of two ruthless queens, Fre- 

degonde and Brunichilda, who had stirred  up prolonged 
c iv i l  wars, 567-596. Early in the sixth century men had 
sometimes dreamed of a revived western empire united un
der the sceptre of a Prankish monarch. The dream had 
long passed away, and i t  was clear that from the lie ro
vings nothing was to be expected but fra tr ic id e  and tyr
anny. Gaul was rapidly losing  the traces of its  old 
Roman c iv il iz a t io n . Literature and a rt appeared to be 
on the verge of dying out altoge ther; the old Roman 
buildings were fa llin g  into decay, and the roads were 
vanishing; communications between province and province 
were growing slower and more d i f f i c u l t ,  and fa r  from
uniting the west, the Me rovings seemed bent on dividing/
i t .

The Church in Gaul presented as melancholy a p ic
ture as did the s ta te , The conversion of the Pranks was 
evidently yet very incomplete. Many who professed to be
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subjects of the Church were entangled in the Schism of 
the Three Chapters whose sole ob je ct was to escape ec- 
e lea ia stica l d isc ip lin e ,^  Others who were nominally 

Christians and frequented the services o f the Church 
s t i l l  worshipped trees, stones, and fountains, and o f - 
ferod the heads o f aniraals in sa cr ifice  to their ancient 
d e it ie s . 5

The e cc le s ia s tica l ranks we re no less a ffected  
by the temper of the times. The old bishop© of the 

Gallo-Roman blood had often been very unsatisfactory 
shepherds of their people, but matters had grown much 
worse since the Franks had begun to enter Holy Orders 
in large numbers and to reach high e cc le s ia s t ica l prefer
ment. The letters o f Pope Gregory show that the G allic 
Church was honeycombed with simony; by the influence o f 
the crown or the great ministers of the crown, persons 
overyoung, or of notoriously e v il  l i f e ,  or mere laymen 
hurriedly ordained, were being thrust into abbacies and 
bishoprics. In these o f f ic e s  they became landed lords 
and courtiers engaging in a l l  manner o f d iscreditable 
in trigues. Owing principally  to the jealousies and d is 
sensions of the riva l kingdoms, the power of the

4Hp. Ill, 66.

^Dialogues, I I I ,  27,28,59; IV, 23,26,27,29.
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metropolitans had declined . Hence the die no pa had to a 
great extent, emancipated themeelvea from a l l  control and 
rarely met in synod, '¿.‘hey a llie d  themselves c lose ly  with 
the kings of whom they became the counsellors and ad
v isers, and who in return f o r  certain concessions, they 
permitted to encroach upon the privileges of the Church. 
Conditions reached such a pass that the better churchmen 
were warriors rather than sa in ts. Thus, in a l l  that con
cerned its  relation  to the State, toe Church had lo s t  in - 
dependence.

Gregory lamented and vigorously attacked this 
tra ffick ing  in sacred things and wrote le t te r  a fte r  le t 
ter to ru lers, c iv i l  and e c c le s ia s t ic , to reca ll them to 
theix* duty of repressing idola try , lay investiture, sim
ony, and to bring them again to unity through synods. 6
He furthermore rebuked Brunichllda7 and the young kings8

*

concerning another e v i l :  "We have heard that the estates 
of the Church now pay tribute, and we are lo s t  in wonder 
that unlawful things are demanded from those to whom law
fu l taxes are remitted."

With treacherous and fra tr ic id a l royalty, and.

6Ep. V, 55; IX, 2,105,106; XI, 15,55,56,57,59,

7&p. IX, 109.
^ p .  IX, 110.

60,65.
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with se lfish ly  ambitious princes in bishopries, i t  is  not 
surprising that nothing was done by the Franks to Chris

tianize the neighbouring races of Teutonic blood. I t  is  
stranger even that nothing had been done fo r  the English 
who seem to have been on friendly  terms with the i&ero- 
vings, f o r  a Frankish princess had been given in mar
riage to the king of Kent. A regular trade was beginning 
to spring up across the Dover S tra its , yet no king or 
bishop had done anything to Christianize Angle land. We 
have no indication that even Bertha’ s chaplain, Bishop 
Liuhard, when he actually came to reside in Kent, had 
preached the Gospel outside his m istress’ household.

What may at once have been a deterring and con
tributing issue in the conversion of the English is found 
in their p o lit ica l and religious background. When the 
people of Britain retired before the invaders, the Teu
tonic tribes replaced them in the occupation of the s o i l .  
The British race, the B ritish  language, the B ritish  re
lig ion  disappeared, and southern Britain became Angle- 
land or England. The surviving remnants o f the British 
race were crowded into Wales and Scotland where they 
preserved their language and institutions practica lly  un
changed. England thus wholly ceased to be C eltic and be
came purely Teutonic.

The English, Jutes, and Saxons who invaded Britain
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came aa wild heathen from farthest Germany. They met not 
a pliant people eager to save themselves by prompt sub

mission, but restless , buoyant, turbulent C elts, singu
larly  unchanged by four centuries spent beneath Roman 
dominion. In the early  years of the struggle fo r  B ritain, 
the battle was unto death with the resu lt that the in 
vaders were only able to carve out fo r  themselves small 
and isolated kingdoms a t various points on the eastern 
and southern seaboard.

In the sixth  century the conquest advanced with 
many checks and halts t each of the English kingdoms fought 
its  own loca l enemy and refused to give each other any ap
preciable aid . The Britons were almost equally d isjo in ted  
in their resistance. I t  was very seldom that the ch ie f 
king of the island could unite his nominal vassals to 
beat back the invader. Therefore the fortune of war took 
a decided turn in favour of the Teutons during the third 
quarter o f the century.

During this epooh, instead o f confining their war
like e ffo r ts  to rending new territory  from the Britons, 
the English turned upon each other and strove fo r  su- /
premacy among themselves. These c iv i l  wars began in 568 

with a sharp struggle between Ceawlin of Wessex and the 
young king Ethelbert o f Kent f o r  the right to hold Surrey. 
The Kentishmen were beaten at the battle of Wimbledon.
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Debarred, from further expansion, Ethelbert turned his 
energies to building up a l i t t le  empire over the neigh
bouring states of his own k insfolk . Eventually he became 
the moat important king of the island ana the f i r s t  of 
the English to hold primacy in B rita in .

He was far advanced in middle age and had been 
for  several years well established in his position of su
premacy when the Mission o f Augustine began. Hence the 
year 597 marks an epoch in the p o lit ic a l  no less than in 
the religious history of England. The struggle against 
the Britons was over and the tendency toward union among
the English kingdoms was c lea rly  beginning to develop

\

when the new fa ctor  o f C hristianity came into the history 
of the land.

I t  is important to re ca ll that Christianity had 
been introduced into the island a t the beginning of the 
f i f t h  century. B ritish  C hristianity, however, had been 
swept westward by the Saxon, the Angle, and Jute invaders 
into Cumberland, Wales, and Cornwall, and the neighbour
ing regions; and as Bede records , 9 the B ritish  Christiana 
were too fu l l  of anger and contempt towards their heathen

1

conquerors to send the message o f the Gospel among them. 10 *

B̂e de, I ,  x x i i .
10I t  is  probable that a ve ry considerable C e ltic ,

and therefore, Christian element remained as slaves or
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The Teutonic invaders o f Britain were of surpass
ing vigor o f body and mind. If they were barbarians, 
they were a t least unspoiled by the vices o f c iv i l iz a 
tion . Above a l l  they were heathen. They worshipped 
with ardour those d iv in itie s  whose names are s t i l l  com
memorated in our common names fo r  the days o f the week. 11 
I t  would have been too much to expect that the B ritish  
survivors of this conquest in Wales and Scotland should 
have attempted to send missionaries among their con
querors, or that the la tte r  would have listened to them. 
The Christian priests had been ruthlessly s la in , 12 the
churches either were destroyed or f e l l  into decay, 13 and

\

fo r  a time at least, the invasion partook of the charac
ter of a destroying scourge.

There was as l i t t l e  trace o f B ritish  Christianity 
as there was o f B ritish  law and language. The England of 
the Angles and Saxons, while i t  had gained a marked

serfs in the provinces overrun by the Teutonic tr ibes. 
Mason, op. c i t . , D issertation I I ,  "The Mission of Augus
tine and His Companions in Relation to Other Agencies in 
the Conversion of England, n p. 185.

13fieniy C. Vedder, Christian Epoch-Makers: The 
Story of the Great Missionary Eras in the History of 
Christianity (rhi lade! phiai' The G r iffith  & Rowland Press, 
1908), p . 87.

12Bede, I ,  xv.
13Ib id .
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reinforcement of vigour, o f capacity o f self-government, 
and progress, had relapsed into a state hut one removed
from savagery, wherein they engaged in id o l-s a c r if ic e s , 

worship at fountains, stones, and trees, eating of conse
crated fle sh , and multitudinous forms of augury and d iv i

nation

Another characteristic o f  B ritish  Christianity 
which proved a major stumbling-block to Augustine was the 
system o f Christianity which flourished in Wales. The 
Welsh Church a t this time was essen tia lly  a monastic 
Church; its  bishops were members, usually abbots, of 
monastic establiehments, and non-diocesan; its  clergy 
were a lso  attached to the monasteries and not s t r ic t ly  
parochial. In short, the system was monastic, not d i

ocesan .
Furthermore, the constitution  of this monastic 

Church was essentia lly  t r ib a l. The clan or tribe was its  

moat sa lient feature. The triba l constitution  of the 
welsh monastic Church accounts f o r  the two follow ing 14 15

14Ep. XI, 76.
15The English were in the habit of sl&ughte riiig 

many oxen in sa cr ifice  to demons. In their pagan r itu a l, 
a l l  kinds o f  ca ttle  as w ell as horses were slaughtered, 
and the blood was sprinkled over altars and temple walls 
both outside and inside and the people were a lso sprinkled 
with blood; but the flesh  was boiled  into savouxy meat 
fo r  those who were present. Budden, op. c i t . , I I ,  126.

14
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p ecu lia rities . In the f i r s t  place, each of the great 
monastic clans was entirely  self-governing and independ
ent. That one tribe should acknowledge another's au
thority would have been an admission o f in fe r io r ity . Ac
cording to the tr ib a l idea, a stranger was invariably re
garded as an enemy, and no se lf-resp ectin g  tribe would 
have submitted under those conditions. In the second 
place, the re lig ion  o f  the Welsh monastic clergy was 
merely a profession. Loyalty to the clan was almost 
their only v irtue. Their main ob je ct was not to live  
piously or to spread C hristianity by preaching, but to
defend and increase the lands and privileges of the e c -

\

c lea ia a tica l tribe to which they belonged.
Comparison o f the constitution of the Welsh 

Church and the Latin Church reveals opposing ideals in 
their monastic ism and in their episcopate in that the 
welsh e cc le s ia s t ica l aristocracy was utterly  opposed 
to the Latin e cc le s ia stica l imperialism.

When Gregory wrote to Augustine saying, "Ae to 
the B ritish  bishops, we commit them en tirely  to your care,

that you may instruct the ignorant, strengthen the feeb le ,
/

and correct e v i l , " 16 neither of these apostolic men real
ized the formidable barrier they were to confront in the

16Kp. X I ,  64
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B ritish  bishops. Evidently, neither had any idea of the 
antipathy which inflamed the Christian Britons against 
the heathen Saxons who had fo r  a century and a half over
run, ravaged, and usurped their country. Kis d irectives 
show that Gregory had only the vaguest conception of the 
state of things in the country, of the extent o f its  con
version, and of the constitution  of the B ritish  Church.
He had legislated  fo r  the B ritish  o f the Roman period, 
not fo r  the Britain o f the Anglo-Saxons.

Gregory’ s zeal inspired in him the confidence 
that the B ritish  bishops would lend cord ia l support to
the Mission of the Roman monks . He was not aware o f the

\

implacable hatred of the conquered fo r  the conquerors; 
and he forgot that certain points o f d ifferen ce , which, 
though they did not touch the great verities of the Chris
tian Faith, raised, nevertheless, a formidable barrier be
tween the B ritish  and his m issionaries.

After Augustine and his monks had converted Ethel- 
bert and many o f his subjects, the new archbishop took 
steps to execute Gregory’ s d irective and to e l i c i t  the 
help of the B ritish  bishops in the conversion of the Eng
lish . Through fee influence o f E thelbert , 17 a conference 
was arranged between Augustine and fee bishops and

Bede, II, i i .
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teachers of the nearest province of the Britons a t a 
place s t i l l  ca lled  Augustine’ s Oak on the Border o f the 
Hwiocas and the west Saxons.18

"Augustine,* continues Bede,19 "began with broth
erly admonition to persuade them to make Catholic peace 
with himself, and to undertake, in conjunction with him, 
the work of preaching the Gospel to the heathen, fo r  the 
Lord’ s sake." But i t  was f e l t  on both sides that the 
terms of such "Catholic peace" involved the surrender of 
those racial customs and usages which were considered by 
Augustine to be a menace to the unity o f the Church, and
this act of submission the B ritish  clergy were not pre-

\

pared to make.

From the outset the f i r s t  and even a second meet
ing was a fa i lu r e .29 The cause o f  dissension was over 
su perficia l divergences in the customs of the two Churches, 
namely, the rales fo r  determining the date of Easter, the 
difference in administration of baptism, and the shape o f 
tonsures. Prayers, exhortations, even a miracle were alike 
unavailing.21 Augustine, wearied with endless discussions

18Ib id .
19Ib id .
20Ibld.
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o f the men whose relig ion  was irrevocably hound up with 
their triba l system and whose interests were en tirely  ab
sorbed in the maintenance and extension o f the rights o f 
th eir clan, was h elp less. In this instance, Gregory’ s 
zeal had eclipsed  his knowledge o f a f fa ir s .

Other factors that impeded the progress o f the 
Gregorian Mission have been treated in relation  to other 
issues in the previous chapters. For the sake o f summary 
they may be reiterated.

The monks in whom Gregory had anchored missionary 
hopes became d isp ir ited  when, away from their monastic 
haven, wearied by laborious traveling and thrown upon 
their own resources, realized  that they were among stran
gers without recommendations. They were further d is 
couraged by their lack o f knowledge o f the English lan
guage, and they were fu lly  disheartened by the tales o f

•r

wicked men concerning the barbarous savagery they were 
to encounter, neither they nor Gregory had taken into 
account the possible cowardice that might imbue their 
souls even though i t  was to be momentary.

Moreover, the low f la t  beach and treeless waste 
at E bbsfleet, the uncertainty o f their destination, and 
their unannounced arriva l fa iled  to inspire the miss ion- 
ers with hopeful anticipation .

Hor had th e ir  journey been without hardships.
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They had actually been subjected to abuse at Anjou in 
Gaul. Later, when Augustine and his monks passed be
yond the boundaries of E thelbert’ s kingdom, they su f
fered much opposition which expressed it s e l f  in insult 
and derision . 22 23

Despite such opposition, their missionary fe r 
vour was renewed and they were w illin g  that their lives 
be further imperiled fo r  the sake of sou ls . 25

quickening Factors
Counter to the contemporary conditions winch 

threatened the progress o f the Mission to the Kngliah 
were many constituents conducive to its  immediate and 
ultimate success. In fa c t , Gregory’ s Mission "was timed 
not a moment too soon . " 24

By 596, Gregory was on friendly  terms with the
rulers of Gaul. In these relations he found a means by

*

which to secure f o r  his missionaries a passage through 
that country which a few years la ter  might be closed 
against them. 25 Further, in Britain i t s e l f ,  conditions

22-in account of both these instances raay be 
found in G oscelin 's "Vita Augustini: Miracula," Acta ' 
aanc to rum, Vol. XIX, Tome VI. May 26.

23Bede, I ,  xxvi.
24Brou, op. c i t . , p. 42.

25Dudaen, Gregory fee Great, I I , 99.
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ware favourable to the enterprise. This readiness had a 
"twofold aspect, geographical and re lig iou s.

The Britons in the west and centre of the island 
were cut o f f  by their geographical position since the 
southeastern corner, Kent, was the gateway to European 
culture *

I f  Julius Caesar found the people liv in g  in Kent 
wore c iv iliz e d  than those elsewhere in B ritain , 
this was because their contact with the continent 
had a softening e f fe c t .  The same was true o f Kent 
at the time of the arriva l o f Saint Augustine in 
596, and fo r  much the same reason.26

R eligiously , the English were predisposed to re
ceive Christianity according to the testimony of two of 
Gregory’ s le t te r s . 27 Many think that d iscip les of 
St. Coluraba or the Saint himself on his way to Burgundy

may have preached in parts of England and kindled a de
sire among Uve English fo r  a better acquaintance of the 
Gospel. Moreover, i t  would have been natural that this 
desire of the English had arisen among the people of 
Kent vhiere Christianity had a foothold , fo r  Ethelbert 
had been married to a Christian wife fo r  nearly forty  
years. The queen had brought in her retinue a French 
bishop who constantly maintained the Christian worship 26

26Theodore Maynard, P illars of the Church (New 
York: Longmans, Green ft Co., Trie , 194 5 ), p . 59.

27Ep. VI, 58, 59.
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in St* Martin’ s , and "doubtless, the relig ion  of the queen
OQ

excited the curiosity  o f the English."
The king himself was amiable toward Christianity 

fo r  he had learned something o f i t  from his queen and 
Bishop Liuhard. While Ethelbert offered  sa cr ifice s  to 
his gods in an old Roman building, Bertha and Liuhard 
only a few steps away prayed and sang God’ s praises in 
St. Martin’ s . 28 29 They had preached by example rather 
than by words. Therefore, by the time of augustine’ a 
a rriva l, the king’ s heart was softened even though he 
s t i l l  retained the vague ideas o f a barbarian about re
lig ion  and regarded i t  as a kind of magic.

\

Ethelbert*a attitude toward his queen’ s relig ion  
soon earned fo r  him the grace o f conversion which was 
followed by the baptism of many of his sub jects. The 
king’ s conversion was o f tremendous import fo r  the fu 
ture of English C hristianity and the English nation.

The profound impression which i t  naturally produced 
caused the work of conversion to progress rapidly there
a fter . Bede records that "although the king ardently
wished fo r  the fa ith  and conversion of his sub jects, he/
did not compel any one to adopt C hristianity, but only

28Dudden, Gregory the Great, I I ,  104.
29Brou, op. c i t . ,  p. 42.
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treated the believers with greater a ffection  as i f  they 
were fellow  citizens with him in the heavenly kingdom. " 30

With the baptism of Ethelbert ends the f i r s t  act 
of the conversion o f the English. Henceforth, a l l  Kent 
was in a fa ir  way to become Christian, and there was hope 
that by means of the "imperium" wielded by Ethelbert, the 
new relig ion  would spread yet further among the neighbour
ing kingdoms,3^

Simultaneous with the extent of this influence, 
i t  is important to mark the d istin ction  between the ear
l i e r  B ritish  Christianity which sprang from the gradual
diffusion  of the Gospel by personal conversions and which

\

went through the ordeal of persecution, and the acceptance 
by kings and whole masses of their subjects of a fu lly  or
ganized form of Christianity which was forthwith estab
lished and endowed as a re lig ion  o f the sta te . Chris
tianity was brought into England by Augustine in the form 
in which i t  had become organized in the Roman Church with 
its  fu l l  body of doctrine, r itu a l, d isc ip lin e , and hier
archy. The example se t  in Kent was follow ed in other

30Bede, I ,  xxvi.
31as "Bretwalda" Ethelbert was able to afford  pe

cu liar f a c i l i t i e s  to Augustine f o r  the prosecution of his 
Mission. The principal privilege of his supremacy was 
the right to lead the "subject" states in war as well as 
a certain influence over their a ffa irs  in time o f peace. 
Dudden, Gregory the Great, I I , 103.
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English kingdoms. The bishop’ s throne was set up beside 
the king’ s ; the kingdom of the one became the bishopric 
of the other . 32

Ethelbert’ s conversion was sincere and he set 
about doing a ll  he could to support the infant Church.
His prodigality was a major contribution to the conver
sion of his nation.

The f i r s t  instance o f ¿1 the lbe r t ’ s co rd ia lity  is 
seen in his reception of the forty  strangers from Rome.
As soon as he had been informed of their a rr iv a l, he sent 
word that they should remain where they were until he 
could meet them and that in the meantime he would supply 
their w ants.33 when he received them and heard their 
promises of heavenly life, 34 he appointed theta a dwelling 

at Stable-Gate, which was beyond the c ity  walla of Canter
bury, close to the Roman buildings which served him fo r  a

*

palace. The monks shared St. Martin’ s Church with Liu- 
hard where they were constantly to be found changing the 
psalms, or preaching, or o ffer in g  Masses, or baptizing 
those whom they converted.*^ * 55

32Philip Smith, History of the Church during 'the 
F irst Ten Centuries (H e wYork iHs.r per & Brothers , Pub-—
1ishers, 1879), p . 499.

33Bede, I ,  xxv.
^ I b id .
55Ib id ., I , xxvi.
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Soon St. Martin’ s was too small fo r  the growing 
Church. Thereupon, Kthelbert, deairing to give a notable 
pledge o f his devotion, made two important g ifts  of land 
to provide fo r  the future needs o f the Church. 36 Augus
tine and his monks a t once set to work to build a convent 
which afterwards became the abbey of S3, Peter and Paul. 
Ethelbert had besides surrendered to them an ancient 
building shaped like a basilica  in which he had formerly 
offered his idolatrous worship. Augustine converted this 
into the Church o f 3t. Paneras.

Besides the three churches, St. Martin’ s , St, Pan-
eras, and the Holy A postles, already at the disposal o f

\

the Homan Mission, Augustine needed a cathedral. Kthel- 
bert gave generously to the foundation and even surren
dered hia own palace f o r  the purpose together with the 
grounds on which i t  stood. Once more Augustine b u ilt  
upon the ruins o f B ritish  Christianity fo r  an ancient 
church which had been spared at the conquest was restored 
and became the metropolitan church. I t  was dedicated '*to 
Our God and Saviour, Jesus C hrist . « 37

36The charter of this monastery has been brought
to lig h t in our day as the oldest authentic record of the 
religious and p o lit ic a l  h istory of England. The Anglo- 
Saxon king appears in this transaction as a Christian 
prince and as the ch ie f of the aristocra tic  assembly 
whose consent was necesaaiy to the valid ity  of his deeds. 
Montalerabert, op, c i t . , I I I , 350.

37Bede, I ,  x x x i i i
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Certainly Ethelbert’ s hosp ita lity  and generous 
endowments in behalf of this Roman monastic colony speeded 
i f  not Insured the success o f Gregory’ s venture fo r  the 
salvation of the English. Furthermore t i t  planted deeply 
in English s o il  the roots of Benedictine monasticiem.

Gregory did not ignore the noble heart of this 
English king and reciprocated Ethelbert’ s beneficence 
with presents and a le t te r  bespeaking fatherly  tenderness, 
commendation, and so lic itu d e . 38 The Pope likewise wrote 

to (vueen Bertha. 39 Both le tters  betoken his seal fo r  
souls and are replete with entreaties to this Christian 

king and queen that they w ill further Augustine’ s work 
until the conversion o f the English is complete. Doubt
less , the devotion of the king and queen were quickened 
by these encouragements from the Father o f Christendom.

Another fa ctor  relating to the success o f Eng
land’ s conversion was Gregory’ s plans fo r  the education 
of the heathen Angles. Upon the receipt of knowledge 
that England had accepted the Faith and that the work was 
going forward at such a pace as to necessitate more la 
bourers of the harvest, Gregory supplied his mission- /
ariea with reinforcements from Rome. Though there i® no

38Ep. XI, 66 .
39hp. XI, 29,
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record to substantiate the supposition» there is every 
reason to presume that Gregory had not lost sight of his 
e a r lie r  plans fo r  a native clergy with which to carry on 
the conversion o f the English .40 i t  is a reasonable con
jectu re , then » that Gregory had directed his monks to es
tablish schools f o r  that purpose once the English had ac
cepted the Faith. Gregory’ s behests in regard to the edu
cation of converts is o f sp ecia l interest to the Gregorian 
Mission.

Consideration of teachers and curriculum of the 
primitive Kentish schools reveals a

* • • monastic community» normal in a l l  respects 
save that its  younger members must a l l  have been 
natives, whereas the seniors were doubtless f o r  
the most part I ta lia n s . This association was a 
school in so fa r  as i t  was necessary fo r  the older 
monks to impart such knowledge to the in itia tes  as 
would make them useful members o f the Church; and 
thie schooling, we assume from the temper o f the 
mission sent out by Gregory, was altogether re
lig ious in character «pad aim.4*

Furthermore, Gregory’ s vision of eternal values 
would have countenanced none other than a curriculum re
ligious in purpose and scope. His attitude is  shown in 
his le t te r  to Desiderius , bishop of Vienne: "A report has 
reached me that you are lecturing on profane litera tu re .
. . . The same mouth cannot sing the praises o f  Jupiter * 41

4% p. VI, 7.
41 Putnam Fennell Jones, "The Gregorian Mission and 

English Education," Speculum. I l l  (July, 1928), 338.
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and the praises o f C hrist .» 42 His conviction  is further 

expressed in the follow ing extract from his lectures on 
the Book of Job;

Holy Scripture is incomparably superior to every 
form of knowledge and science. I t  preaches the 
truth and ca lls  us to the heavenly fatherland; 
i t  turns the heart of the reader from earthly to 
heavenly desires . . .  the more i t  is studied the 
more i t  is loved; i t  helps the reader’ s mind by 
simple words and raises i t  by heavenly meanings ,43 44

From this consideration issues the conclusion
that

. . . v irtua lly  a l l  the books that augustine took 
with him to England must have been manuscripts of 
B ib lica l and P atristic w ritings. Gregory would
have seen to that. Two other volumes, however, 
were almost certain ly  taken; the Benedlcti Regula 

' and Gregory’ s Reculas Pasto ra lis Lil>e¥.~4'4

Bede states that Gregory sent "many manuscripts« with the
second group o f missionaries , 45

Gregory looked to another d eta il of the Mission.
Among the f i r s t  forty  monks dispatched by him was "the

lit t le -ch o ir -b o y , Honorina» who to apostolic fervour added
a profound love o f music.» 46 Be da states  that "at that

42láp. XI. 34.

4 ̂ Gregorius Magnus* I .  Moralium Libri JÜÜCV. 
Patrologia« cursus completos Pat rum Latinorum (Paris ; ' 
J. P:"Mi¿fe," 1849), LOTI."..X X / 'ï r ---------- --------

44Jonea, op. c i t . , p. 345.
45Bede, I ,  xxix.
46Brou, op. c i t . .  p. 30.
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time the d iscip les  o f the Pope who had reformed the 
Church’ s music were spreading throughout Saul and Ger

many •* and that “ in Britain also the Roman style of sing
ing was assiduously cu ltivated . “47 Shis evidence would 
lead to the conclusion that Gregory doubtless thought 
that music would open a way to the souls o f the English.

Augustine and hia m issionaries, imbued with Ro
man in stin cts , realized that the work of building up a 
Christian people must be carried out a l l  along the line 
and that with the instruction in the Faith must proceed 
training in the arts o f c iv i l iz a t io n . Among such a peo
ple these arts could ex ist only in the most rudimentary 
form. I t  must be remembered that up to the time when 
the Roman missionaries introduced the alphabet there was 
neither record nor scr ip t  proceeding from the Anglo-
Saxons themselves to give the least inkling of what they

*

were, of what they d id , or what they thought, ’therefore, 
Canterbury was the ea rliest c ity  centre of the new Eng
land, and

. . . became the centre o f Latin influence. She
Roman tongue became again one o f the tongues of 
B rita in , the language o f i t s  worship, its  cor
respondence, and its  lite ra tu re . 46

Ml—. n .  MM M— 1̂ — M W » — 1111 ■■mi ,  l»HH«WI) IHI IT  —W m  i     HIM——H UMMf c WWr t — — »
47Bede, IX, xx.
46Cardinal Gasquet, “The Mission of St. Augustine,** 

She Mission o f 3 t. Augustine and Other Addresses (London: 
G7 Be'lY and ^one',..t i d . 1924 / , ' "p..T 6 .
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Through the monks also the natives learned some 
secrets of trade. Curiosity led the Saxons to v is it  the 
strangers a t St. Martin’ s ; they admired the ceremonies of 
their worship, compared th e ir  lives with those of the 
pagan r ite s , and learned to approve a re lig ion  which 
could inspire so much piety, austerity, and d is in terest
edness . Furthermore they wondered at the monks turned 
architects when they were building their monastery. From 
them the natives "learned how to make the famous Roman 
mortar." 49

This type o f education, rudimentary as i t  was, 
and exclusively religious in purpose, was the best thing 
fo r  England, since c iv il iz a t io n  and culture e&n make l i t 
tle  headway among barbarous tribes until they have been 
converted to C hristianity. The instance o ffers  another 
proof of Gregory’ s sagacity and zea l.

Preceding chapters have offered in d e ta il other 
contributions to the success o f  the English Mission. The 
Gregorian undertaking would have had a tragic check had 
Gregory not refused to reca ll his monks upon their re
quest; his envoys would have encountered much d if f ic u lty  
among the heathen Kenttshmen without in terpreters; the 
natives would have been denied the inspiration given by

4%rou, op. c i t . , p. 59.



128

the common and disinterested lives  of monks had Gregory 
not envisioned their value as m issionaries; and Augus
tine *s f id e l i ty  to Gregory's d irectives and to his 
s p ir it  undeniably contributed to the favourable outcome 
of Gregory’ s missionary enterprise.

Success of the Mission
I t  is opportune here to consider b r ie fly  the ex

tent o f the success o f the Mission to the English which 
followed in the rake of these Important and seriously  de
terring and contributing con d ition s.

Bede wrote that
v- When the king enchanted with the rest at the un

spotted lives of the holy men and their consoling 
promises, the truth of which they confirmed by 
the witness o f many m iracles, had believed and 
been baptized, many began to flo ck  to hear the 
word o f God, and they too believed and forsook 
their pagan rites  to Join therm?elves to the unity 
of the Holy Church of Christ. . 50

I f  the f i r s t  marked success was found in the con
version o f the king, surely that success was strengthened 
by the baptism o f  ten thousand on the follow ing Christmas 
day. 51 Meeting with such success, i t  would be a mistake 

to suppose that the e ffo r ts  and influence o f the Koran 
missionaries were confined to Kent or practica lly  came

803ede, I ,  xxvi.
51&p. V III, 30.
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to an end with the death o f Augustine. Their work only 
began in the kingdom of K the 1 be r t and in the lifetim e o f 
their leader and the apostle of the English. "Within a 

century a fte r  the landing o f Augustine, a l l  England had 
become nominally Christian . " 82

The conversion o f England was an epoch-making 
event in the history of that nation, l o t  only did the 
English people cease to be heathen, they also ceased to 
be barbarians when they were brought into touch again 
with the c iv il iz e d  world. The importance o f the English 
Mission consists largely in the fa c t  that Christian Eng
land became the base of further missionary operations,

\

which resulted in the conversion of Germany and Scandi
navia as an almost necessary re su lt . 83

In addition to its  conversion, the c iv il iz a t io n  
of the Anglo-Saxons was due to the missionaries sent by 
Pope Gregory. When England# or rather B ritain , was at 
last thoroughly evangelized, the work was done by the 

Roman missionaries and their Anglo-Saxon d is c ip le s . I t  
was these newly baptized Anglo-Saxons who promoted law; 
i t  was they who promoted le tte rs . With the triumph o f

/

toe Latin language as used fo r  o f f i c i a l  purposes, there

82V ad d er, o p .  c i t . , p .  9 4 .

55I b i d . ,  p .  9 7 .



went also a triumph o f culture f o r  the formerly barbarous 
heathen. 54 Although the fabric of the Homan law never 
took root in England, i t  is impossible not to recognize 
the influence o f the Roman missionaries in as much as 

codes of customary English law began to be put in writing 
soon a fter their arriva l.

Of yet greater import was the influence which the 
Faith was to exercise on the d r ift  o f the English toward 
national unity. I t  was impossible fo r  England to become 
Christian without achieving concord and harmony through 
its  Christian organization and without witnessing a great 
national fabric of relig ious order rise up in the face of 
it s  c iv i l  disorder.

1’his great conquest had further momentous conse
quences upon the history o f Europe and the progress of
c iv il iz a t io n . I t  was the preserver o f the Church by

*

building up the Christian nations o f the North which were 
to become the bulwark against the advance of Mohammedism.

C iviliza tion  and Christianity were saved because
[the] resu lt of this missionary endeavour was the 
growth of Christian nations that were able to re
pel the Mohammedan invaders. The Crusades were 
supported by the valour and wealth of those peo
ples who had been made Christian through Gregory's 
unsuccessful policy  of evangelization. Although 
the Crusades fa iled  in their ostensible aim o f re
covering the Holy Sepulchre and the expulsion of

54Maynard, op. c l t . . p. 63.
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the Saracens from the Holy Land, they accom
plished something of greater importance . They 
checked the advance of Mohammed ism and prolonged 
the l i fe  of the Roman empire several centuries .55

Truly, the conversion o f the English was of momen
tous consequence to peoples o f Gregory’ s time and of sub
sequent ages. Their gratitude fo r  its  f&jvreaching bene
f i t s  fo r  time and eternity  belongs to this great monk- 
pope and misaionaiy. 55

55Vedder, op. p i t . ,  p. 99 .



CHAPTER V II

SUMUAHSr AHB CCKCLUSIOHS

There are some Popes who have done the work 
of the Lord more thoroughly than others; have 
breasted more dangerous flo o d s , la id  deeper 
foundations, carried the name of Christ further, 
poured forth  more powerfully the wisdom of the 
Holy S p ir it . I t  is d i f f i c u l t  to fin d , in the 
long l is t  that follow s St. Peter, one name that 
seems to have done work more lasting  and more 
essential, and to have done i t  with a more g lo 
rious manifestation o f the heavenly s p ir i t ,  
than Pope St. Gregory the Great. 1

This is the man to whom England’ s glorious Chris
tianity  looks back as to its  apostle . Gregory was great
because he was patient under the work, the pressure, and

\

a l l  the suffering of a pontificate in which he was 
elected to captain a ship, old and sadly shattered, with 
waves pouring in on every side, and one in which the ro t
ten planks daily smitten with the violence of the storm, 
creaked shipwreck. 2

Previous to his p on tifica te , f i l l e d  with a zeal 
to go to Britain and there convert the Angles, he had com
menced the missionary journey to have his ambition blocked 
by protesting c it iz e n s . After his elevation to the papacy,

^ohn Cuthbert Medley, O .S.B ., "Sermon Preached 
in Westminster Cathedral at the Gentenary Celebration, 
March 12, 1904,” Lex Levitarum with the Regula Pasto ra ils 
(Westminster; Art and Book Company, L t d . , 1906), p. 349.

®Bp. IV, 4.
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the purpose o f  bringing the heathen people o f the remote 
and once Christian island within the pale of the Church 
was among the f i r s t  objects which the Pontiff kept in 
view on the papal throne.

Gregory understood that the sp ir itu a l progress of 
the Church depended upon the number of conscientious 
leaders and selected  forty  Benedictine monks from his own 
monastery for  this h istoric  p ro je ct . He sent them forth  
to imitate the apostolic l i f e  o f toe early Church by 
serving God with continual prayers, watchings, and fa s t 
ings, by preaching the word of l i f e  to those whom they
could reach; by putting away a l l  the things of this world

\

as no concern o f th e irs ; by receiving from those whom 

they were teaching nothing but what was thought necessary 
fo r  their l i f e ;  by they themselves in a l l  points living 
in accordance with what they taught, and having a mind 
ready to su ffer any a d versities , and even to d ie , f o r  the 
truth they preached. 3

I t  was a magnificent thing on the part o f Gre
gory to send so large a body of hie best men to England 
and la ter to reinforce their numbers. Yet i t  seems

/
doubtful whether Gregory did more fo r  toe missionaries 
to an to s ta rt them on th e ir  journey, and to speed them

■^Bede, I , x x v i .
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with his prayers. Some funds fo r  th e ir  journey may have 
been given them but Gregory expected the bishops and po
tentates o f Gaul to provide them with necessaries and to 
send them on with suitable stipends.

The monks had their hour of weakness and applied 
to Gregory to give up the venture. Gregory’ s zeal over
ruled his compassion fo r  them and he hastened to insure 
the success of his sp ir itu a l p ro ject by refusal to con
sid er their request, by reprimand, certain but firm , and 
by recommending them to one potentate a fter another in 
Gaul.

The Pope’ s zeal flamed forth  anew in these letters
\

to c i v i l  and e cc le s ia s tica l authorities and besides asking 
their prayers, temporal aids, and hospitality  in behalf of 
his monks ’ on their way to England fo r  the sake of souls,* 
he made the letters an occasion fo r  reminding the rulers 
and bishops of Gaul that the abuses of their kingdom 
should be repressed. He likewise expressed his disappoint
ment a t their indifference and fa ilu re  to preach Chris
tianity to the English who had requested i t .

Despite a ll  the burdens of his o f f ic e  and his com- 
passionate suffering with which he embraced the i l l s  of 
a l l  Christendom, and even in the face of insurmountable 
factors , Gregory’ s pontificate  was a conquest of sou ls.
The salvation of the English became his responsib ility
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and nothing could deter him from rescuing theta from "the 
teeth of the ancient enemy. " 4 As Abbot Snow remarks;

"His mind in itia ted  the Mission, his authority set i t  in 
motion, his hand guided i t ,  his energy pressed i t  on, his 
heart gave i t  l i f e ,  and hia judgment consolidated i t . '  5 

As soon as Augustine had informed the Pontiff 
that the English had received the ¥aith, Gregory’ s zeal 
gave voice to hia joy  in letters to his personal frien d , 
Eulogiua, the patriarch o f Alexandria, to (¿ueen Brurii- 
o hi Ida as a benefactress, and even to the Emperor at Con
stantinople. Moreover, tit no ugh his sermons toe Pope made 
toe people o f Home to share in his happiness. However, 
Gregory’ s joy  did not cause him to relent his interest in 
toe progress of the Mission. With his usual energy he 
blended admonition with compliment to monk, king or queen, 
because he desired to prostrate the soul of his hearers 
in a salutary humility . 6

Hia interest in his venture was further verified  
in his detailed planning fo r  the future policy o f the in
fant Church in which he did not aim at unnatural uniformity, 
nor did this policy aim at destroying traditional customs,

4Bede, I I ,  1.
53n°T;, op. c i t . , p. 31?.
®Ep. XI, 28.
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but rather that a l l  things be made to serve arid honor 
God.

The conversion of the angles and Saxons is the 
f ir s t  great success of the Church a fter the conversion 
of the Franks. This achievement must be credited to 
Gregory the Great because Christian England is the cre 
ation of his missionaries sent and imbued by his own 
apostolic s p ir it .

“A ll c iv iliz e d  people have united in ca llin g  
♦great,1" states Cardinal Gasquet, "one to whom i t  is 
no small honour f o r  the English to look as »apostle '
of their race . " 7 whence does Gregory merit the t it le

\

of apostle?

He deserves this t it le  f i r s t  from his sin g le
ness of purpose. Gregory considered everything in vain 
which did not further the salvation of sou ls . Though 
broken in health and often unable to rise from the couch 
for  weeks in succession, Gregory’ s mind was incessantly 
active. He never relaxed his interest and his vigilance 
over the temporal and sp iritu a l welfare o f Christendom 
so fa r  as i t  came within the reach of hia voice and his

t
pen.

As Chief Shepherd, his main stress was on the

7Gaaquet, op. c i t . , p. 1 .
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care of sou ls . This he insisted waa the f i r s t  duty of 
every bishop whatever the dignity  o f his see. In hia 
le tte r  to the bishops of Numidia, he expressed his so
licitu de fo r  souls:

Be so lic itou s about the souls of your neighbours; 
persuade to the Faith those whom you are able by 
instruction of charity while you also se t  before 
them the terror of the future Judge, since you 
have been established as pastors, and the Lord 
expects the fr u it  o f an increased flo ck  from 
those pastors to whom He has entrusted His flock .®

Bede, writing leas than a century a fter this apos
to lic  P on tiff ’ s death, states; "Gregory’ s whole time was 
devoted to the winning of sou ls ,**9 and

* , . he is the man whom we may rightly ca ll  our 
apostle and are indeed in duty bound to do so . 
Occupying the f i r s t  bishopric in the world, and 
set to govern Churches which had long been con
verted to b e lie f in the truth, he made our nation, 
which up to that time had been enslaved to id o ls , 
a Church of Christ; so that we may use of him the 
apostolic phrase; that i f  he is not an apostle to 
others, yet doubtless he is to us; fo r  the seal
of hia apostleahip we are in the Lord. 3*0

*

./hile he carried out his missionary labours from 
the p on tifica l throne, Gregory exemplified the command of 
Christ to teach a l l  nations. He spread Christianity among 
the Lombards, partia lly  uprooted paganism in Gaul and Don- 
atism in A frica , suppressed the schism of the Three

8Ep. I , 77. 
% ede, I I ,  i .  

iOlbid.
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Chapters in Is tr ia  and Northern Ita ly , and sponsored the 
conversion of the Barbaric in i and other pagans in the 
islands of Ita ly . But thai, which was the greatest glory 
of his pontificate and the labour of love of his whole 
l i f e  was the conversion o f the English nation.

Gregory’ s cry of triumph is found in his Book o f
Mo ra le :

Look at that Britain whose tongue has uttered only 
savage sounds, but now echoes the A lle lu ia  of the 
Hebrews! Behold that furious s e a - - i t  gently 
smoothes i t s e l f  beneath the fe e t  of the saints!
The savage clans, that the princes of the earth 
could not subdue by the a word--see them enchained 
by the simple word of the p riests ! That people, 
which, while yet pagan, defied  undauntedly the 
arms and renown of our so ld ie rs , trembles at the 
speech of the humble and the weak. I t  knows fear 
now, but i t  is the fear of s in ; and a l l  its  de
sires are centered on the glory everlastin g .3-3-

This great P ontiff was the true apostle, the con
queror of England fo r  God, and through England, of im
mense countries which she subjected to her laws, lan-

*

guage , and re lig io n .

To tile success o f his great missionary pro ject 
he brought an undaunted "zeal, devotion, wisdom, modera
tion, love of souls, respect fo r  their freedom, p ity , 
generosity, vigilance, indomitable perseverance, divine' 
gentleness, and in te llig en t patience . " 11 12 with these

11Book of Morals, ¿JiVIII, 11.
12Montalembert, op. c i t . , I I I ,  39?.
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he laboured to f u l f i l l  the objective o f hie monastic motto: 
MThat in a l l  things God may be g lo r i f ie d , " 3*3

Who would disclaim Gregory the Great’ s t it le  to 
hie missionary s p ir it  and apostolic ardour?

15ftule of a t. Benedict, lv i i



A P P E N D I X
A
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THE COMING OF AUGUSTINE

From Venerable Bede *s E cc les ia stica l History
In the year o f Our Lord 582, Maurice, the f i f t y -  

fourth from Augustus, succeeded to the Empire and retained 
i t  twenty-one years. In the tenth year of his reign, Gre
gory, a man eminent fo r  learning and energy, was chosen 
Pontiff of the Roman and Apostolic see, and reigned thir
teen years, s ix  months and ten days. Luring the fou r
teenth year of the same prince, and about one hundred and 
f i f t y  years after the coming o f the Angles into B ritain , 
he was* prompted by a heavenly impulse to send Augustine, 
the servant of God, and other God-fearing monks to preach 
the word of God to the nation of the English. When in 
obedience to the commands of the Pope they had commenced 
to undertake this work and had already completed a por
tion of the journey, they were stricken lis t le s s  with 
tim idityi and thought i t  better to return home than to 
go on to a people unciv ilized , f ie r c e , and unbelieving, 
whose language even they did not know, and by common 
consent they determined that this was the sa fer course*
In short, they sent back Augustine, whom i t  was arranged 
should be their bishop in case they were received by the 
English, to submit their respectfu l supplication to 
blessed Gregory, and to obtain his permission not to 
continue such a perilous, toilsome, and uncertain jour
ney* He sent them an encouraging le tte r  to induce them 
to* go on with this work o f the Gospel, and to trust to 
the assistance of God. 1-»* 2

The same venerable Pontiff sent also a le tte r  to 
AB theriua, 3 'Bishop of Arles, to request him to receive 
Augustine kindly on hie way to B rita in *4 »5

^Bede, I ,  x x i i i .
% p. VI, 51. Gf. Appendix B, p. 152, in fra .
^Gregory sent the le t te r  to V irg iliu s , archbishop 

o f Arles, whom Bede mistakenly refers to as nKtheriua, 
who was bishop o f Lyons.

4Bede, I ,  xx iv .
% p. VI, 53. C f. Appendix B, p. 154, in fra .
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Encouraged by the support o f the blessed father 
Gregory, Augustine and his fe llow  servants o f Christ took 
up afresh the work o f the word of God and came to B rita in . 
At that time, Kthelbert, the powerful king o f Kent, had 
extended the bounds of his dominions as fa r  as the great 
river Eumber, which divided the southern from the northern 
tribes of the English. On the eastern coast o f Kent lie s  
the island of Thanet, o f considerable s ize , and containing, 
according to the reckoning o f the English, s ix  hundred 
fam ilies, and i t  is separated from the mainland by the 
river Wantaura, which is  about three furlongs broad, and 
fordable in two places only, fo r  both ends o f the island 
extend to the sea. At this spot landed the servant o f 
the Lord, Augustine, and his companions to the number, i t  
is said, of about fo r ty . They took with them, according 
to the instructions of Pope Gregory, some interpreters 
from the people of the Pranks, and they sent to Ethelbert 
to n otify  that they had come from Rome and brought a 
priceless message, and confidently  promised to those who 
availed themselves o f i t  eternal joys in heaven and a 
kingdom without end with the liv in g  and true God. On 
hearing this announcement the king ordered them to stay 
upon tiie island where they had landed, and provided them 
with necessaries until he £ ho u Id determine what to do 
with them. For a favourable opinion o f the Christian re
lig ion  has already reached him, inasmuch as he had taken 
from the royal race o f the Franks a Christian w ife, by 
name Bertha, whom he had accepted from her parents on 
condition that she should have unrestricted permission 
to practice the r ites  o f Faith and her re lig io n , to
gether with a bishop named Luih&rd, whom they had given 
her fo r  the protection of her fa ith .

After some days the king came to the island, and 
seated in the open a ir , ordered Augustine and his compan
ions to draw near f o r  a conference. Guided by an old 
superstition he took care that they should not come to 
him in any house, le s t  i f  they practiced magical arts 
they might deceive and prevail over him. They came, 
however, possessed not with d ia b o lica l but with heav
enly power, carrying a s ilv e r  cross fo r  a standard and 
an image of Our Lord and Saviour painted on a board, and 
singing tiie Litanies they besought the Lord fo r  the eter
nal salvation of the rase Ives and o f those fo r  whom they 
had come, when they had sat down at tiie command of the 
king they preached the word o f l i f e  to him and a ll  his 
attendants, to which he replied:

Your words and the promises which you o f fe r  are 
a ttractive , but since they are new and perplex
ing I cannot give assent to them and cast aside
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the opinions which, together with the whole of 
the English people, I have held f o r  so long.
But Because you have coke here a fter a long 
journey, and, as I perceive, you Believe what 
you wish to impart to us is  true and precious, 
we are unwilling to molest you, But would 
rather receive you kindly with h osp ita lity  and 
shall take care to supply what is  neceasaxy fo r  
your support: nor do we forb id  you from preach
ing and gaining a l l  you can to fellow ship in 
your relig ion .

He gave them a house in the c ity  of Canterbury, the capi
ta l of a l l  his dominions, and according to promise, Be
sides provision fo r  temporal support, he did not withdraw 
the permission to preach. I t  is said that as they ap
proached the c ity , Bearing, according to custom, the 
holy cross and the image of our Sovereign King and Lord, 
Jesus Christ, they sang in concert this chant: "we pray 
Thee, Lord, in Thy great mercy to avert Thine anger and 
Thy indignation from this oity  and from Thy holy house 
fo r  we are sinners. A lle lu ia . " 6

When they had taken possession of the dwelling 
assigned to them they began to practise the apostolic 
l i f e  o f the early church, devoting themselves to frequent 
prayer, watching and fastin g ; preaching the word of l i fe  
to whom they could, despising a l l  things o f this world as 
not Belonging to them, receiving simply what was necessary 
fo r  eustenance from those whom they taught; practising 
themselves evezything that they prescribed to others, and 
with their minds prepared to su ffe r  any adversity, even 
death, fo r  the truths that they preached. In short, 
several believed and were baptized, touched at the sim
p lic ity  o f their innocent l i f e  and the sweetness o f their 
heavenly doctrine. Close to the east side o f the c ity  
was a church in honour o f St. Martin B uilt in the old 
times, while the Romans occupied B rita in , in which the 
Queen who, as mentioned above, was a Christian, used f o r  
her devotions. In th is church, they began f i r s t  to as
semble, to sing, to pray, to say Mass, to preach and to 
Baptize, until on the conversion o f the king to the Faith 
they obtained extended permission to preach anywhere and 
to Build and restore churches.

When the king, enchanted with the rest at the un
spotted l i fe  of the holy men and their consoling promises,

6Bede, I ,  x xv .
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the truth of which they confirmed by the witness of many 
m iracles, had believed and been baptised» many began to 
flock  to hear the word o f God, and they believed and fo r 
sook their pagan r ites  to jo in  the he elves to the unity of 
the Holy Church of C hrist. Although the king ardently 
wished fo r  the fa ith  and conversion of his su b jects , he 
did not compel any one to adopt C hristianity, but only 
treated the believers with greater a ffection  as i f  they 
were fellow  citizens with him in the heavenly kingdom.
He had learned from his teachers and sp iritu a l masters 
that the service o f Christ should be voluntary and not 
compulsory. Nor did he delay in granting to his teachers 
a residence suitable to their state in his rae tropolis of 
Canterbury, and at the same time supplied them with a l l  
that was necessary o f every d escr ip tion .'

Meanwhile the man of God, Augustine, went to 
Arles according to the instructions that he had received 
from the holy father, Gregory, and was ordained arch
bishop o f the English nation by Afeitheriua,7 8 * 10 archbishop 
of that c ity . He returned to B ritain , and forthwith 
sent the priest Lawrence and the monk Peter to report 
to the blessed Pontiff Gregory that the English nation 
had received the Faith o f  Christ and that he had been 
made bishop; a t the same time to entreat his decision  
on certain questions that appeared to be urgent, with
out delay he received the requisite answers.9 ,10

Moreover the same Pope Gregory, because Augustine 
had suggested to him that the harvest there was great and 
the labourers few, with his aforesaid messengers he sent 
back fellow  labourers and ministers o f the word of God, 
amongst whom the ch ie f and most conspicuous were M elli tua, 
Justus, Paul in us , Ruf inianus * By these he sent every
thing that was necessary fo r  worship, and the ministry

7Bede, I ,  xxvi.

>3C f . n. 3, p. 141, supra.

%ede, I ,  xxv i i .

10Incredible as i t  may seem, Gregory delayed no 
less than three years before answering the le tte r  o f 
Augustine. Bede says that the replies were sent ‘♦with
out delay” ; but le tters  entrusted to the re turning monks 
are dated June, 601. Augustine was consecrated in 598.



14 5

of the church, v i z . , a acred vessels and a ltar lin ens, or
naments fo r  the churches, p riestly  and c le r ic a l  vestments, 
re lic s  of the holy apostles and martyrs, besides many 
books. He sent a le tte r* 12- a lso , in which he s ign ified  
that he had dispatched the pallium to him, and a t the 
same time intimated how he should establish  bishops in 
B rita in•12

After the departure o f the aforesaid messengers, 
the blessed Pope Gregory sent a fter  them a le t te r 13 
worthy of mention, in which he showed clearly  how care
fu lly  he watched over the salvation of our country . 14

At the same tin« he sent a le tter  to Augustine15 
about the miracles that he had heard had been wrought by 
him, exhorting him not to be excited to pride on account 
of their number. 16

The same blessed Pope Gregory also sent a le tte r17 18 
at that time to King Bthelbert together with many presents 
of various kinds, striv in g  to speak highly o f the king 
with temporal deference, whom he re jo iced  to have brought 
through his own labour and zeal to the knowledge of heav
enly g lo ry .1®

In the royal c ity  where, as we have said , he ob
tained his episcopal seat, ¿iugustine, by means of royal 
assistance, restored the church which he had learned was 
bu ilt there of old by the labour of the Homan fa ith fu l, 
and consecrated i t  in the name of our Lord God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and there established a dwelling-place fo r

X1Ep. XI. 65. Cf.

12Bede, I ,  xxix .
13Ep. XI, 76. Cf.

u Bede, I ,  xxx.

15Ep. XI, 28, Cf.

16Bede, I ,  xxxi.
17Ep. XI, 66. Cf.

18Bede, I , x x x ii.

Appendix B, p. 

Appendix B, p. 

Appendix B, p. 

Appendix B, p.

178, in fra .

177, in fra .

/
161, in fra . 

165, in fra .
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himself and a l l  his successors. He also erected a mon
astery not fa r  from the east o f the c it y ,  in which, at 
his request, Kthelbert constructed the church of the holy 
apostles Peter and Paul, and endowed i t  with various 
g i f t s ,  in which the bodies of Augustine himaelf and other 
bishops of Canterbury, and those also of the kings o f 
Kent might be buried. This church was consecrated not 
by Augustine, but by his successor, Lawrence. The f i r s t  
abbot o f the monastery was the priest Pete r, who was 
sent on a mission to Gaul, was drowned in a bay of the 
sea ca lled  Amfleet, and was consigned to an obscure 
grave by the people o f the place; but Almighty God mani
fested how great were his m erits, f o r  a heavenly ligh t 
appeared every night over his grave, until the neigh
bours saw i t  and recognised that a holy man had been 
buried there, and, inquiring whence he came and who he 
was, they took the body and placed i t  in the church o f 
the c ity  o f Boulogne* with the honours due to so holy 
a man. 19

In the meantime Augustine, through the good o f 
f ic e s  o f Mthelbert, ca lled  the bishops and learned men 
of the neighbouring province o f the Britons to a con
ference at a place ca lle d , in the language of today, 
Augustinaesac, that is , the Oak of Augustine, on the 
borders of the Kwiccas and west Saxons. He began to 
persuade them with fraternal admonition to have the 
peace o f  Catholics with him, and to undertake in con
cert the Lord1 s work of evangelizing the people. They 
did not keep Easter Sunday at the same time as he d id , 
but between fourteenth and twentieth o f the moon, which 
reckoning is contained in a. cycle o f eighty-four years. 
They held many other things contrary to e cc le s ia s tica l 
unity. A fter a long discussion they were unwilling to 
give assent to the entreaties, exhortations, or upbraid- 
ings of Augustine and his companions, but preferred 
their own traditions before what a l l  the churches 
throughout the world were agreed upon among themselves 
in Christ. The holy fa th er Augustine put an end of 
this tiresome and tedious contest by saying:

we beseech God who makes a ll  dwell in unity in 
the house o f His Father that He would deign to 
intimate to us by heavenly signs what traditions 
should be followed and what ways should lead to 
the entry into His Kingdom. Let a s ick  person

19Bede, I ,  x x x i i i
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be brought and by whosesoever prayers he shall 
be cured, le t  that one *s fa ith  and practice be 
accepted as pleasing to God and be followed by 
a l l .

His adversaries reluctantly consented to th is, and an 
Englishman who had been deprived of his eyesight was 
brought before them. When he was taken to the priests 
of the Britons, he received neither cure nor healing 
from their m inistry. Then, Augustine, impelled by a 
just necessity, bent his knee to the Father o f  Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, beseeching that He would restore to the 
blind man the s igh t that he had lo s t ,  and by the cor
poral illumination of one man, that He would ligh t up 
in the hearts o f the fa ith fu l the grace of sp iritu a l 
l ig h t , without delay the blind man saw, and Augustine 
was proclaimed by a l l  to be the true herald o f the heav
enly lig h t. Then the Britons acknowledged, indeed, that 
they understood that what Augustine preached was the 
true way of ju s t ic e , but that they could not relinquish 
their ancient customs without the consent and permission 
o f their own people. Hence they asked that another 
synod might be held f o r  the attendance of more of th eir 
people.

'' When this was arranged there came, i t  is  said ,
seven British bishops and a number o f learned men prin
c ip a lly  from their most celebrated monastery, which in 
the English tongue is  ca lled  Bangor, and over which at 
that time the Abbot Linoot is said to have presided. 
Before leaving fo r  the aforesaid conference they went 
to a certain holy and prudent man, who led the l i f e  o f 
an anchorite, to consult him whether they ought to de
sert their traditions fo r  the preaching of Augustine.

MI f  he is  a man o f  God fo llow  him," he rep lied .
"How can we be certain o f this?" they sa id .
"The Lord says," he answered, " * take My yoke up on 

you and learn o f Me, for I am meek and humble of heart. * 
I f ,  therefore, this Augustine is  meek and humble of heart 
he is  worthy of b e lie f ,  because he himself bears the yoke 
of Christ which he o ffe rs  you to bear, but i f  he is  
haughty and proud, i t  is  c lea r  that he is not from God, 
and his words should be nothing to us."

"How are we to d iscover th is?" they again asked.
"Arrange," he said, "that he and his followers 

shall arrive f i r s t  at the place o f  the synod, and i f  he 
rises when you come, know that he is the servant of 
Christ, and listen  to him submissively, but i f  he shall 
contensi you, and does not rise up in your presence when 
you are the greater number, le t  him be contemned by you."
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They did as he told them, and i t  happened that 
when they came Augustine remained in his seat. Seeing 
th is, they were at once roused to anger, and, condemning 
him fo r  pride, strove to contradict everything that he 
sa id . He spoke thus to them:

You do many things that are contrary to our cus
toms and those of the Universal Church, yet i f  
you are w illing to submit to me in these three 
things, v iz . ,  to celebrate Easter at its  proper 
time, to administer baptism by which we are bom 
again to God, according to the manner o f the Ro
man and Apostolic Church, and together with us to 
preaeh the word o f God to the nation of the Eng
lish , then the other things which you do, however 
contrary to our customs, we sha ll tolerate them 
a l l  without in te r f  e renoe .

They replied that they would do none o f these things, and 
would not have him fo r  archbishop, and they said one to 
another that " i f  now he w ill not rise to us, with how 
much more contempt w ill  he treat us i f  we began to be sub
je c t  to him."

At which the man o f God, Augustine, warning them, 
is  said to have foreto ld  that i f  they were unwilling to 
accept peace from brethren they would have to accept war 
from an enemy; and that i f  they should be unwilling to 
preach the way of l i f e  to the English nation, they 
should su ffer from it s  hands the avenge of death. A ll 
these things, by the judgment of God, came to pass as 
he had foreto ld .

Boon a fter this Ed i I f r id , the powerful king of 
the English, o f whom we have spoken, co llected  a large 
arnjy before the c ity  of the Legions , ca lled  by the Eng
lish  Legacaester, but more correctly  Carle on by the 
Britons, and gave up the perfidious people to great 
slaughter. When before the battle he saw their p riests , 
who had met to beseech God fo r  their army, standing 
apart in a safer place, he inquired who they were and 
why they had assembled there. Most o f them came from 
the monastery of Bangor, in which the number of monks 
ia said to have been so large that, when the monastery 
was divided into seven sections, with priors to rule 
them, no section had less than three hundred men, who ' 
were a l l  accustomed to live by the labour of th eir 
hands. Most o f them, a fter  a fast o f three days, had 
fast together with others f o r  the purpose of praying at 
the aforesaid b a ttle , and they had an o f f i c e r  of the 
name of Brocaail to protect them from the swords of the 
barbarians while they were intent on prayer, ./hen King 
B dilfrid  understood the cause of th e ir  coming, he said;
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"I f  they thus cry to their God against us, although they 
do not hoar arras, yet they certa in ly  fig h t  against ua, 
fo r  they beset ua with adverse imprecations." Therefore 
he ordered his arras to he f i r s t  directed against them, 
and then he destroyed the other forces o f the impious 
army* hut not without great loss to his own. In that 
battle about twelve hundred of those who came to pray 
are said to have been k illed , and only f i f t y  escaped 
by f l ig h t .  Brocrsail and hie troops f le d  at the f i r s t  
onset of the enemy, and l e f t  those whom he ought to have 
defended unarmed, and exposed to the blows of the sword. 
Thus was fu l f i l le d  the prophecy o f the holy Pontiff 
Augustine, although he himself had been taken to the 
heavenly kingdom some time before , that the perfidious 
men should fe e l  the vengeance o f temporal destruction, 
because they had spumed the counsels of fraternal 
charity that were o ffered  to them. 20

In the year of Our Lord’ s incarnation, 604, Au
gustine, the Archbishop of B ritain , ordained two bishops, 
K elli tua and Justus; K ellituc fo r  preaching to the prov
ince of the Last Saxons, which was separated from Kent 
by the river Thames, and extended as fa r  as the eastern 
sea. The metropolis, the c ity  of London, was placed on 
the bank of the aforesaid r iver, and was the mart o f 
many people resorting to i t  by land and sea. At that 
time, Saberet, the nephew of E thelbcrt by h is s is te r  
Ricula, reigned over the people, although he was under 
the control o f Ethelbert, who, as mentioned above, ruled 
the whole English nation to the boundary of the r iver 
Humber, when this province received the word of truth 
by the preaching o f lie H i t  us, King L the Ebert b u ilt  in 
the c ity  of London the Church o f Ct. Paul the Apostle, 
in which he and his successors placed the episcopal 
throne. Augustine ordained Justus fo r  Kent i t s e l f  in 
the c ity  of Lurobrevia, which the English called 
Hrofaeacaeater from a f ormer ch ief named Iirot. 11  is 
about twenty-four miles distant from Canterbury to toe 
west, and King Kthelbert b u ilt  in i t  the church of 
blessed Andre?i toe apostle . On the bishops o f both 
these churches he bestowed many g ift s , adding te rr i
tories and possessions fo r  the use of those who lived 
wi to the bishops .

The Father Augustine, the beloved of God, died 
and his body was placed outside next to the church of

29sede, I I ,  i i
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the blessed, apostle© Peter and Paul above mentioned, be
cause i t  v;as neither fin ished nor dedicated. As soon as 
i t  was dedicated the body was brought inside and buried 
honourably in the north porch, in which the bodies of 
a l l  the succeeding Archbishops were entombed, except 
those of Theodore and Berctu&ld, which we re placed in 
the church it s e l f  , because the aforesaid porch could con
tain no more. This has, nearly in the centre, an a lta r , 
dedicated in honour of the blessed Pope Gregory, a t 
which every Saturday a Maes is solemnly celebrated by a 
priest of the place. On the tomb of Augustine this ep i
taph was written:

Here rests the Lord .iugus tine the f i r s t  Arch
bishop of Canterbury, who formerly was sent here 
by blessed Gregory the Pontiff of the Roman c ity , 
and g ifted  by God with the working of miracles, 
led King Ethelbert and his nation from the wor
ship of idols to the fa ith  of Christ, arid having 
completed the days of his o ff ic e  in peace, died 
on the seventh of the Kalends o f June during the 
reign of the same king.23-

21B e d e , I I ,  i i i .
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GREGORY*3 FIRST PLAN FOR THE CONVERSION 

OF ENGLISHMEN

E pistle VI, 7 .

Gregory to the presbyter Candidas» on his way to the 
estate in Gaul.

As you are proceeding, with the assistance of Our 
Lord God, Jesus C hrist, to the management of the estate 
in Gaul, we should be glad i f ,  with the money which you 
w ill receive , you would be so good as to purchase gar
ments that are worn by the poor, and also English boys, 
o f the age of seventeen or eighteen years that they may 
be given to God in the monasteries, to th e ir  p ro fit ; so 
that the Gaulish money, which in our country would not 
pass, may be spent to good purpose in the place to which 
i t  belongs. I f  you are able to recover any of the reve
nues which are said to have been diverted, we should be 
glad i f  you would with them also purchase garments worn 
by the poor, and, as we said before, boys who may p r o fit  
in the service o f Almighty God, But as those who are to 
be had in that country are heathens, I desire that a 
presbyter should be sent over with them, fo r  fear of 
sickness occurring on the journey, in order that he sees 
any lik e ly  to d ie , he may duly baptize them. Have the 
goodness therefore to be sure to f u l f i l  these wishes 
promptly and ca re fu lly .

GREGORY’ S LETTER TO THE I>ISHEARTENED MONKS 
ENROUTK TO ENGLAND

Epistle VI, 51.

Gregory, servant of servants of God, to the servants of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ.

I t  would have been better not to begin good things, 
than, when they are begun, to turn back from them again in 
thought; and, therefore, dearest sons, you should earnestly 
endeavour to accomplish the good work which with the Lord’ s 
help you have begun. Do not allow yourselves to be
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deterred by the toilsomeness of the ¿journey, nor by the 
tongues of evil-speaking men; but with a l l  determination 
and enthusiasm fin ish  under the blessing of God what you 
have taken up, knowing that great t o i l  is followed by the 
greater glory of the eternal recompense. On the return 
of Augustine your Superior, whoa we have also appointed 
your Abbot, obey him humbly in everything; knowing that, 
come what may, i t  w ill be to your souls* advantage to 
perform whatever is  performed at his bidding. Almighty 
God protect you with His grace, and grant me to see the 
fr u it  of your labour in the eternal home, that although 
I cannot jo in  in your work, 1 may be found along with 
you in the joy of the reward, because I would jo in  in 
the work i f  I could. God keep you safe, dearest sons.

GREGORY’ S LETTERS COMMENDATORY OF AUGUSTINE 

E pistle VI. 52.

Gregory to Pelagius of Tours, and to Serenus of 
M arseilles, Bishops of Gaul.*

Although among priests possessed of the charity 
which pleases God, religious men require no man’ s recom
mendation, yet as a favourable opportunity fo r  writing 
has occurred, we have made sure of sending a few lines 
to you, brother, to t e l l  you that we have dispatched to 
those parts the bringéra of these presents, Augustine, 
a servant of God, of whose earnestness we are confident, 
along with other servants of God, f o r  the good of sou ls, 
with the Lord’ s help; and yojp Holiness must be forward 
to help him, with a p r ie s t ’ s^ earnestness, and to o f fe r  
him the encouragements that he may need. In order that 
you may, possibly, be the more ready to lend your support, 
we have charged Augustine himself to explain the circum
stances to you in d e ta il; knowing that when you are aware 
of them, you w ill apply yourself unreservedly fo r  God’ s 
sake to the task of encouragement, which indeed is  
wan ted. * 2

■̂ In duplicate.
2 acerdoa, as usual in p a tris tic  Latin, means a 

’ bishop, ’ not a presbyter.



154

E pia tie  VX, 55.

Gregory to V irg iliu s , Bishop of A rles, and Metropolitan.

Although we are confident, brother, that you are 
bent upon good works, and exert yourself spontaneously in 
causes pleasing to God, nevertheless we think that there 
is  an advantage in addressing you with brotherly charity , 
in order that our le tte r  may provoke you to increase 
those encouragements which you would appropriately o f fe r  
without being asked. And therefore we inform your H oli
ness that we have by the Lord’ s Providence sent to those 
parte, fo r  the sake of sou ls, Augustine, a servant of God, 
the bearer of these presents, whose zeal and earnestness 
is  well known to us, along with other servants of God, as 
he w il l  be able to inform you face to fa ce . In this mat
ter you must help him with prayer and with other a ids; 
and wnere he has need, you must give him the support of 
your encouragements, and comfort him as i f  f i t t in g  with 
fatherly , priestly  consolation; so that i f , as we hope, 
he is enabled to gain anything fo r  our God, his having 
enjoyed the consolations of your Holiness may en title  
you, who unselfishly supply him with your bountiful sup
port in good works, to a share in his reward.

As being o f one mind with us, brother, pray con
sider our recommendation of the presbyter Gandidus, our 
oomaon son, and o f the poor estate belonging to our Church, 
that by your H oliness’ s help the poor may derive some 
p ro fit  and maintenance from i t .  Your predecessor held 
that estate fo r  many years, and kept the payments which 
he co lle cted ; we beg you therefore, brother, to remember 
to whom the property belongs, and to what purposes i t  is 
employed, and, out o f  regard fo r  your soul, to restore i t  
to our son Candidas a foresaid , to be forwarded to us. I t  
is a very detestable thing that what has been preserved 
by the kings of the nations should be said to have been 
diverted by the bishops.

¿ip is t ie  v i ,  54.

Gregory to Beside r i us of Vienne and Byagrius of au tun, 
Bishops of Gaul.3 3

3In duplicate
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Of the sincere charity o f  your Fraternity, we are 
fu lly  assured, because f o r  the love o f Blessed Pe ter,
Chief of the Apoetles, you w ill lovingly supply our mis - 
a i one re with your com forts, esp ecia lly  since the urgency 
of the cause would prompt you to do so, and since o f your 
own accord you wish to participate and labour exceedingly 
in good works.

m inform you, therefore, that by the plan of God, 
we have directed to your holiness, Augustine, servant o f  
God, bearer of these presents, whose zeal and earnestness 
are well known to us, with other servants of God fo r  the 
sake of souls there. Knowing from him what has been en
joined on him, your Fraternity w ill bestow solace on him 
in every way which his cause demands, so that as you are 
a helper o f good works, as is becoming and appropriate, 
you may have l i f e .  Therefore, your Fraternity should de
termine to devote i t s e l f  assiduously in this matter, so 
that the good tilings which we have learned about you and 
which have been confirmed by common opinion may be v eri
fied  in you. To you, therefore, we verily  recommend in 
a l l  things our moat beloved and mutual son Candidus, the 
presbyter, to whom we have entrusted the patrimony o f our 
Church established in those regions.

B pi a tie  VI, 55.

Gregory to Protasius, Bishop of Aix in Provence.
Your great love f o r  the blessed Peter, the Chief 

o f  the Apostles, is  manifested not only by your o f f i c ia l  
prerogative, but a lso by the devotion which you show in 
reference to the interests of His Church. So we have 
learned by what Augustine, the servant of God, the bringsr 
of these presents, te lls  ua; and we greatly re jo ice  and 
give thanks fo r  the a ffection  and zeal f o r  the truth which 
is in you, because, though absent in body, you show your
s e lf  in mind and soul to be with ua, inasmuch as you ex
ercise towards us a brother’ s charity , as is  f i t t in g .
That facts may bear out what good report has told o f you, 
bid V irg iliu s , our brother and fellow -bishop, to be sure 
to remit to us the payments which his predecessor fo r  
many years got in from our poor estate and kept with him; 
because they are the property of the poor. I f ,  as we do 
not think he w il l ,  he should at a l l  demur to doing so, 
you know in d eta il the fa cts  o f the case; you were, in 
deed, charged a t the time in that ve ry Church with the
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representation of the owner. Explain to him accordingly 
how matters stand, and admonish him not to keep by him 
what belongs to S t, Peter and his poor. And i f  perhaps 
our people should require i t ,  do not withhold your tes
timony in the matter, so that f o r  your devotion in deed 
as well as in w ill the blessed Apostle, Peter, fo r  love 
of whom you thus a c t , may give you in return hie in ter
cession both here and in the l i f e  to come.

We earnestly commend to your Holiness our common 
son, the presbyter Candidas, to whom we have entrusted 
the esta te .

E pistle VI, 56.

Gregory to Stephen, Abbot of Lerins.
We were rejoiced  by the account which Augustine, 

the servant o f God, the bearer of these presents, gave us, 
when he related that you, kind S ir , are , as you should be, 
on the watch, affirming also that the presbyters and dea
cons and the whole congregation are liv in g  together in 
unanimity and concord. And because the goodness of the 
Superior is  a wholesome rule to those under them, we pray 
Almighty God always to se t you on f ir e  in good works by 
the grace of His lovingkindness, and to keep those com
mitted to you from every temptation o f the fraud o f the 
d ev il, and to grant that they may live in charity with 
you, and in a conversation pleasing to Himself. Because, 
however, the eneiqy of mankind never rests from laying 
wait fo r  good actions, but strives assiduously and cun
ningly to deceive in every direction  souls which serve 
God; therefore, dearest son, we exhort you to exert your 
care with watchfulness, and so to keep those committed 
to you by prayer and prudent heed, that the prowling wolf 
may find no opportunity to tear; and thus, upon your ren
dering safe to our God those whom you have received in 
oharge, He may both pay you by His grace the rewards o f 
your t o i l ,  and may give you many times over your desires 
for the l i f e  eternal.

The spoons and plates which you dispatched have 
come safely  to hand, and we thank your charity ; because 
you have shown how you love the poor, by sending fo r  
their use the artic les  which they require.
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Gregory to Ariglua, Patrician of Gaul.
Whftt goodness, and kindliness, together with the 

charity which is  pleasing to Christ, is  conspicuous in 
you, we have learned by the bringer o f  these presents, 
Augustine , the servant o f God; and we thank Almighty God, 
who has bestowed these g ifts  o f his lovingkindness upon 
you, to make you very praiseworthy among men, and in His 
own aight--the thing which is  of true advantage—gloriou s. 
Therefore we pray that He Who has bestowed these g ift s  may 
multiply them upon you, and may keep you and a l l  yours in 
His protection, and may so govern the action of your Lord
ship in this world, that i t  may p ro fit  you both here, and 
(what is more to be desired) in the l i f e  to come. So we 
greet your Lordship with a fa th er ’ s tenderness, and beg 
that the bringer of these presents, and the servants of 
God who accompany him, may obtain encouragement from you 
where they may stand in need of i t ,  so that finding your 
favour he may be able the better to f u l f i l ,  with the Lord’ s
help, the duties la id  upon him.

\

E pistle VI, 58.

Gregory to the brothers Theoderic and Theodebert, Kings 
of the Franks. 4

Ever since Aimigh.ty God adorned your kingdom with 
orthodoxy in the fa ith , and made i t  re oar liable among other 
nations fo r  its  in tegrity  in the Christian re lig ion , we 
have formed great expectations of you, because you desire 
your subjects to be completely converted to tnat fa i  th, in 
which you, their Kings and Lords, yourselves are. And so 
i t  has reached us that the English nation, by the mercy 
of God, desires earnestly to be converted to the Christian 
Fai til, but that the priests in the neighbourhood take no 
notice and hang baok from kindling the desires of the Eng
lish  by exhortations o f th eir  own. To meet this need, 
therefore, we have arranged fo r  the dispatch of Augustin«, 
the servant of God, the bearer of these presents, into 
those parts, whose zeal and earnestness are well known to 
us, along with other servants of God. Ja have also

^In d u p lica te
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instructed them to take with them some presbyters from 
the neighbourhood, with whose help they may be able to 
find out what the English mean, and to assist them by 
their advice, as fa r  as God may permit, in making up 
their minds. In order that they may present an e f fe c 
tive and suitable appearance in this matter, we beseech 
your Highnesses (whom we greet with a fa th er ’ s love) 
that our missionaries may obtain your gracious favour. 
And because i t  is  f o r  the sake of sou ls, we beg that 
your power may defend and a id  them, in order that Al
mighty God, who sees that in His cause you bestow your 
encouragements with an unstinting mind and with a l l  
your might, may d irect your interests with His mercy, 
and a fte r  your earthly sovereignty may bring you to the 
kingdom of heaven.

Epistle VI, 59.

Gregory to Bruni chi Ida, q,ueen of the Pranks.

The Christianity o f your Highness has f o r  a long 
time been so truly made known to us that we do not at a ll  
doubt of your goodness, but are perfectly  sure that in 
the cause of fa ith  you w ill go along with us heart and 
sou l, and w ill abundantly supply the encouragements of 
your religious s in ce r ity , with good confidence, there
fo re , we greet you with a fath er’ s love, and inform you 
that i t  has reached us, that the English nation, by God’ s 
favour, desires to become Christian, but that the priests 
who are in the neighbourhopd have no pastoral so lic itu d e  
fo r  them. Lest their souls should perish in eternal dam
nation, we have taken pains to dispatch thither the bearer 
of these presents, Augustine, a servant o f  God, whose zeal 
and earnestness is well known to us, along with other 
servants of God, in order that by their agency we might 
ascertain more fu lly  the minds o f the English, and might 
to the best o f our power, with your cooperation, take 
thought fo r  their conversion, we have also instructed 
them to take with them presbyters from the neighbourhood 
with a view to this work. Your Highness is well accus
tomed to he Inclined to good work©; and both fo r  our ask
ing, and in consideration of the fear of God, we trust 
that you w ill graciously consider Augustine as in every 
way commended to you, and that you w ill strenuously give 
him the favour o f your protection , and bestow upon his 
work the aid of your patronage; and in order that lie may 
obtain hia recompense to the fu l le s t  extent, we beg that
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you w ill  see that under your protection he reaches the 
English nation in sa fety ; so that our God, Who in this 
world has adorned you with good qualities pleasing to 
Him, may make you a lso  to give thanks in eternal rest 
with His saints.

LETTERS OF GREGORY RELATING TO THE FIRST 
SUCCESSES OF THE ENGLISH MISSION

E pistle VIII. 50.

Gregory to Eulogius, Bishop o f  Alexandria.
As you not only do good yourself, hut re jo ice  to 

hear o f i t  in others, I repay your favour in kind, and 
t e l l  you a tale not unlike your own. The English race, 
situated in the fa r  com er o f the world, has hitherto re
mained in unbelief, worshipping stocks and stones; but 
aided by your prayers I made up my mind ( i t  was God who 
prompted me) to send a monk of my own monastery to them 
to preach. With my leave, he was made a bishop by the 
bishops o f Germany,® and, with their encouragement, 
reached that nation at the end of the world. And now 
letters have ju s t  arrived te ll in g  us of his safety and 
of his work. They show that he and those who were sent 
out with him shine amongst that nation with such miracles 
that they seem to Imitate the mighty works o f  the Apos
tles  in the signs which they display. And a t Christmas 
last more than ten thousand English people, we are in 
formed, were baptized by our brother and fellow -b ishop .
I t e l l  you this that you may know not only what your 
words are doing at Alexandria, but also what your prayers 
are doing at the world’ s end. For your prayers are where 
you are not; your holy works are evident where you are.

Epistle IX. 11.

Gregory to Brunichilda, Q,ueen of the Franks. S

SA very loose description o f the province o f  
Arles, whioh was in the kingdom of Burgundy.
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. . . We have heard what Syagrius has done in the 
case of our Brother Augustine, and we bless our Redeemer, 
because we perceive that he fu l f i l s  the name of a priest 
by his works. . . , 6 7 How your Highness has yourself be
haved towards our brother and fe llow -b is  hop Augustine, 
and what charity you have by God*a inspiration bestowed 
upon him, we have learned by the accounts of several o f  
the fa ith fu l; fo r  which we thank you, and pray the mercy 
o f Bivine power both to keep you under its  protection 
here, and a fter  many years, to make you reign in eternal 
l i f e  as you do here among men.

E pistle IX, 108.

Gregory to Syagrius, Bishop of Autun.
Because in the missionary work which, a fter long 

thought, I have endeavoured to expend upon the English 
nation by the agency o f  Augustine, a t that time prior o f  
my monastery, now my brother and fallow -bishop, we have 
found you, as was meet, so painstaking and earnest, and 
such a help in everything as to make me greatly indebted 
to you in this matter, brother;--prompted by this con
sideration, not to seem ungrateful towards you, I could 
not on any account bear to delay your brotherly request. 
Therefore, in accordance with your desire and petition , 
we have determined with God’ s assistance that you should 
be distinguished by the use of the p a l l ,"  which you may 
wear within your own church, a t the sacred solemnity o f
the celebration o f the mass and not otherwise. * . .®

»

6We have included in the text above only those sec
tions of the le tte r  that relate d ire ctly  to the English 
Mission. In this e p is t le , Gregory informs Brunichilda that 
he is  granting the use o f the pallium to Syagrius. He ad
monishes her that Holy Orders must not be conferred as a 
reward or as a favour, nor should the la ity  be raised sud
denly to the o f f ic e  of a bishop. He commends her f o r  her 
beneficence to Augustine and exhorts her to reca ll sch is
matics to concord with the Church, and entreats her to re
press other detestable vices in her kingdom.

7As this passage shows, the pa ll was an honorary 
compliment, and not a mark o f ju r isd iction ,

®The words omitted re fer  to an abuse in his neigh
bourhood which Syagrius was to a id  in reforming.
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And le s t  the grant of that vestment should seem to he an 
empty grant, we have resolved at the same time to concede 
that (always reserving the place and honour of the metro
politan ) the Church o f the c ity  of Autun, over which i t  
has pleased Almighty God to set you, should he next a fter 
that o f Lyons, and should by our authoritative permission 
maintain that rank and position , while the rest of the 
bishops are by our decree to take their proper places 
whether fo r  s it t in g  in council, or signing, or whatso
ever i t  my be, according to sen iority  of consecration.

E pistle XL. 38.

Gregory to Augustine, Bishop of the English.
Gloxy to God in the highest, and in earth peace 

to men of goodw ill; because the grain of corn has died, 
fa llin g  into the earth, and has borne much fr u it ,  that 
i t  might not reign alone in heaven. By its  death we liv e , 
by it s  weakness we are strengthened, by it s  suffering we 
are delivered from su ffering , by its  love we seek brethren 
in Britain whom we knew not, by its  g i f t  we fin d  those whom 
we sought without knowing. Who here could express the 
gladness which has arisen in the hearts o f a l l  the fa ith 
fu l , that the English nation, by the operation of the grace 
of Almighty God and by your labours, brother, has had the 
darkness of error driven away, and has had the lig h t of 
the holy fa ith  shed upon i t ;  that now with right devotion 
i t  tramples on the idols under which i t  formerly crouched 
in foo lish  fear; that i t  ajibmita to Almighty God with a 
pure heart; that i t  is  restrained by the rules of the holy 
preaching from fa llin g  into works of e v i l ;  that i t  l ie s  
low in soul before the precepts o f  God, and is  exalted in 
understanding; that i t  humbles i t s e l f  even to the earth 
in prayer, that in mind i t  may not grovel upon the earth? 
Whose work is this but His who says, ’ My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work1; who in order to show that He con
verts the world not by the wisdom of men, but by His own 
power, chose i l l i t e r a te  men f o r  His preachers whom He 
sent into the world; and Who now does the same, because 
He has vouchsafed to work mighty things among the English 
people by means of men who are weak?

But th&t heavenly g i f t ,  my deareat brother, con- 
taine an element which, amidst the great Joy, ought to 
cause an exceeding dread; fo r  I know that Almighty God 
has shown great miracles through you, beloved, in the
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nation which He has been pleased to choose . That heav
enly g i f t  must therefore make you re jo ice  with fear* and 
fear with re jo ic in g . .You must re jo ice , because the souls 
of the English are drawn by the outward miracles to in
ward gracej but you must fea r  lest amidst the signs which 
are done the weak soul should exa lt i t s e l f  presumptuously, 
and inwardly through vain glory f a l l  by the very thing 
which externally raises i t  in honour. For we must remem
ber that when the d isc ip les  returned with joy from their 
preaching, and said to the heavenly Master, ‘ Lord, the 
devils are subject to us in Thy name,* they were imme
diately  to ld , 'B ejoice not at th is , but rather re jo ice  
because your names are written in heaven. * Those who re
jo iced  in the miracles had se t  trieir minds upon a private 
and temporal gladness ; but they were recalled  from the 
private gladness to a soc ia l one, from a temporal to the 
eternal, when i t  was said to them, »In this r e jo ic e , be
cause your names are written in heaven.* For not a l l  the 
e le c t  work m iracles; nevertheless the names o f them a l l  
are kept registered in heaven. For the d iscip les of the 
truth should have no joy  but in that good which they pos
sess in common with a l l ,  and in which there is no end to 
their gladness.

I t  remains therefore, dearest brother, that, amidst 
the outward things which by the operation of God you per
form, you should always judge yourself narrowly within, 
and narrowly discern both what you are yourself, and what 
grace there is in that nation, fo r  whose conversion you 
have received the g ift s  of working of signs; and you 
should always reca ll to mind any offenses which you re
member to have committed against our Haker by word or deed, 
that the memory of your g u ilt  nay crush the risings o f  
boastfulness in your heart; and whatever power o f working 
signs you may receive or have already received, you must 
reckon that these things are bestowed, not on you, but 
on tho36 fo r  whose weal they are conferred upon you.

While thinking on these things, i t  recurs to the 
mind, what happened to one servant o f God whose e lection  
was most marked. Moses, as you, my brother, know, wrought 
wonderful signs in Egypt, when he was bringing God's ’ peo
ple out o f Egypt. On Mount Sinai a fter fasting  forty  days 
and nights he received the tables of the law, amidst flash 
ing thunders; while a l l  the people were te r r ifie d , he alone 
in the service o f Almighty God held communion with Him in 
familiar conversation; he opened the Red Sea; he had the 
p illa r  o f cloud fo r  his guide on the way; he la id  down 
manna from heaven fo r  the people when they hungered; when
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they desired fle sh , he miraculously supplied them in the 
wildemesa to their utmost rep letion . But when in a time 
o f  drought they came to the rock, he distrusted and 
doubted whether he oould bring water out of i t ,  though 
when the Lord commanded him, he smote i t  and opened a 
flow of waters. Again, how many miracles he wrought a f
ter  this fo r  th irty -eigh t years in the wilderness, who 
could count up or  examine? Whenever a doubtful question 
had troubled his soul, he had recourse to the tabernacle 
and besought the Lord in secret, and God spake to him, 
and he was straightway instructed in the matter. When 
the Lord was wroth with the people, he appeased Him by 
his mediatory prayer, when men rose up in pride and made 
seditious discord, he swallov/ed them up in the yawning 
mouth of the earth; he overthrew the enemy in v ic to r ie s ; 
he showed signs to his own people. But when they came to 
the land of promise, he was ca lled  up into the mountain, 
and heard of the fa u lt  which, as I have said, he had com
mitted th irty -eigh t years before, because he doubted about 
the bringing forth  o f the water; and he recognized that i t  
was because of this that he could not enter the land of 
promise. I t  must make us think how the judgment of Al
mighty God is  to be feared. Who did so many signs by His 
servant, and yet kept his fa u lt  such a long time in re
membrance. Therefore, dearest brother, i f  we see that 
Moses a fte r  his miracles died fo r  his fa u lt , though we 
know him to have been especia lly  chosen o f  Almighty God, 
with what fear ought we to tremble who do not yet know 
whether we are chosen or not?

Why need I speak of miracles done by rejected men, 
when you, brother, know well what the Truth says in the 
Gospel, »Many shall say to Me in that day, Lord we have 
prophesied in Thy name, and in Thy name have oast out 
d ev ils , and in Thy name have done many wonderful works: 
but I w ill  say to them, I know not who ye are; depart 
from Me, a l l  ye workers o f  in iqu ity1? The soul therefore 
must be much kept down amidst signs and m iracles, le s t  
peradventure i t  should seek in these i t s  own g lo iy , and 
should exult in the private joy  of i t s  own exultation.
By such signs we must seek the gain of sou ls, and His 
g lciy  by whose power those signs are performed. There 
is one sign  given us by the Lord, in which we may heart
ily  re jo ic e , and by which we may perceive in ourselves 
the g lo iy  of e lection : i t  is where He says, »In this shall 
i t  be known that ye are My d is c ip le s , i f  ye have love one 
toward another.* This was the sign which the prophet de
sired, when he said, «Show some sign upon me, 0 Lord, fo r  
good, that they who hate me may see i t  and be ashamed.»
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I say these things because I desire to prostrate 
the soul of my hearer in humility. But that very humility 
may have a confidence of its  own. For 1» the sinner, have 
a most sure hope, that by the grace o f our Almighty Cre
ator and Redeemer, our God and Lord Jesus Christ, your 
sins are already forgiven , and that you have been elected 
expressly that through you the sins of others may be f o r 
given, and that you w ill not have to grieve over any 
g u ilt  in the future, who are endeavouring by the conver
sion of many to make joy  in heaven. For that Maker and 
Redeemer of ours, when speaking of a man’ s repentance, 
says, ’ Verily I say unto you, there sh a ll be more joy  in 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth than over ninety- 
and-nine just persons who need no repentance.* And i f  
there is great joy  in heaven over a single penitent, what 
joy  do we suppose is made over the conversion of so great 
a people from its  error, which has come to the Faith and 
has condemned in penitence the e v il  things which i t  did? 
In this joy , then, o f heaven and the angels, le t  us re
peat those words of the angels which we used before. Let 
us say, le t  us a l l  say, ’ Glory to God in the highest, and 
in earth peace to men of g ood w ill.’

Epistle XI, 29.

Gregory to Bertha, Q,ueen o f the English.
He who wishes a fte r  enjoying power on earth to ob

tain the glory o f the heavenly kingdom, must labour the 
more earnestly to make gains fo r  his Creator, so that he 
may be able to climb to the things he desires by the s ta ir 
case o f his own a ction . This we rejoice  to hear that you 
have done. Our beloved son the presbyter Lawrence and the 
monk Peter have Informed us on their re tuna, what you, i l 
lustrious Lady, have been to our most reverend brother and 
fellow -bishop Augustine, and what encouragements and what 
charity you have bestowed upon them. And we bless Al
mighty God, Who has graciously vouchsafed to reserve the 
conversion of the English nation fo r  your reward. For as 
He kindled the hearts o f the Romans towards the Christian 
Faith by means o f the ever memorable Helen, mother o f the 
most relig ious emperor Constantine» so we trust that His 
mercy is working through your earnestness, illu striou s  
Lady, upon the English race. And indeed, i t  was your duty 
this long time past, by the excellence of your prudence, 
like a true Christian, to have predisposed the mind of our 
illu striou s  son, your consort, to fo llow  the Faith which
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you cherish, fo r  the salvation of his kingdom and of his 
soul; so that fo r  him, and through him fo r  the conversion 
o f  the whole nation, there might arise fo r  you a worthy 
recompense in the joys of heaven. For since you, i l lu s 
trious Lady, are, as I said, furnished with right Faith, 
and are also instructed in le tte r s , this ought not to 
have heen a slow or a d i f f i c u l t  task fo r  you.

And now that, by God*8 good pleasure, a f it t in g  
moment is  come, he sure that you repair past neglect with 
interest by the help of Divine grace. Confirm therefore 
the mind of your illu striou s  consort in his attachment to 
the Christian Faith by constant exhortation; l e t  your care 
pour into him an increased love o f God, and inflame his 
soul fo r  the complete conversion of the race o f his sub
je c t s , so that you may o ffe r  a great sa cr ifice  to Almighty 
God as the resu lt o f his devout earnestness, and that the 
things reported of you may increase and may be approved 
true in every way. For your excellences have not only 
been brought to the knowledge of the Romans, who have the 
more vigorously prayed fo r  your l i f e ,  but to many coun
tr ie s , and even to Constantinople, to the most serene 
Prince. Therefore, as we have received gladness from 
your Christian encouragement, so l e t  the angels have joy  
in heaven from your perfect work. Set yourself so ear
nestly and whole-heartedly to help our most reverend 
brother and fellow -bishop aforesaid, and the servants o f 
God whom we sent to those parts f o r  the conversion o f your 
nation, that you may reign here happily with our i l lu s t r i 
ous son, your consort, and a fter  many years may receive 
also the joys of the l i fe  to come, which know no end. We 
pray Almighty God to inflame your heart, illu str iou s  Lady, 
by the f ir e  o f His grace to ‘do what we have sa id , and 
grant you the fr u it  of an eternal reward fo r  work well 
pleasing to Him.

E pistle XI, 66 .

Gregory to Sthelbert, King of the English.
t

The reason why Almighty God brings good men to be 
rulers of the peoples is that by means of them He may be
stow the g ift s  of His lovingkindness upon a l l  their sub
je c t s . We have learned that this has taken place in the 
English race; over which your Highness has been set fo r  
this very purpose, that through the blessings granted to 
yourself the race which you rule may receive divine
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benefits . Ami therefore, I llu striou s son, give earnest 
heed to keep the grace which has been given you by God; 
he eager to spread the Christian Faith among the peoples 
whom you rule; redouble your upright zeal in their con
version; dilve out the worship of the id o ls ; overthrow the 
temple buildings; build up the morals of your subjects by 
great purity of l i f e ,  exhorting, threatening, persuading, 
correcting, showing examples of good action , that in heaven 
you may find a Rewarder in Him Whose name and knowledge you 
have extended upon earth. He Whose honour you seek and 
maintain among the nations w ill make your glorious name yet 
more glorious among p osterity . Thus Constantine, the most 
religious Emperor, when he recalled  the Roman State from 
the perverse worship of id o ls , submitted i t  as well as him
s e l f  to Our Almighty Lord God Jesus Christ, and turned to 
Him with his whole heart along with the peoples whom he 
ruled. So i t  came about that his praises surpassed the 
fame of the princes o f o ld , and he excelled his predeces
sors as much in renown as in good action . And you, i l lu s 
trious S ir , must now be eager to pour the knowledge o f  the 
one God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, into the 
kings and peoples subject to you, and must surpass the an
cien t kings o f your nation in fame as in desert, and, 
purging away the sins of others who are under you, have 
the leas anxiety about your own sins before the dreadful 
scrutiny o f Almighty God.

Our most reverend brother, the Bishop Augustine, 
has been well trained under monastic d is c ip lin e , is f i l l e d  
with knowledge of Holy Scripture, and endowed with good 
works by God's insp iration . Listen to a l l  the advice he 
gives you, act upon i t  devoutly, keep i t  d ilig en tly  in re 
membrance; fo r  i f  you listen  to him, in that which he 
speaks on behalf of Almighty God, Almighty God w ill the 
more speedily listen  to him when he prays on behalf of you. 
For i f  {as God fo rb id ), you put o f f  attending to hie words, 
how w ill  Almighty God be able to listen  to him on your be
half, when you neglect to lis ten  to him on behalf of God? 
Cleave therefore to him with a l l  your sou l, in fervent 
fa ith ; and aid hia endeavour by the po.*er with, which 
Heaven supplies you, that God, Whose Faith you are causing 
to be received and kept in your kingdom, may make you par
taker o f His own.

Moreover we would have you to know, illu str iou s  
Sir, that, as we learn in Holy Scripture from the words 
of the Lord Almighty, the end of the present world is a t 
hand, and the reign of the saints is about to begin, which 
w ill never end. As that end o f the world draws near, raany



167

things hang over us which have never happened he fore ; 
changes in the a ir , terrors from heaven, seasons out o f 
their due order, wars, famines, pestilences, earthquakes 
in divers places. Hot a l l  of these w ill take place in 
our days, hut a fter  our days they w il l  a l l  fo llow . If 
therefore any of these things are found to occur in your 
countiy, he not at a l l  troubled in your mind. The reason 
why these premonitory signs of the end of the world are 
sent, is that we may take head to our sou ls , may not he 
taken unawares by the hour o f death, and nay he found 
prepared by good l i fe  fo r  the Judge Who is coming.

I have said these few words, illu str iou s  Son, that 
when the Christian Faith ha© been extended in your kingdom, 
our speech to you may likewise be extended to greater fu l 
ness, and that we may have additional pleasure in speaking, 
when the joy of our heart ia m ultiplied by the perfect 
conversion of your nation.

I have sent you some l i t t l e  presents, which to 
ycu w ill-n ot be l i t t l e ,  as you receive them from the 
blessing of the Apostle Peter. Almighty God perfect His 
grace which He has begun in you, and prolong your l i f e  
here through a course of many years, and at a distant 
date receive you into the assembly of the heavenly home. 
May the grace from above preserve your Excellence un
harmed, my lord and Son.

Epistle XI, 68 .

Gregory to V irg iliu s , Bishop of A rles.
We may know what a ffection  to bestow upon brethren 

who come unasked by observing that invitations axe a common 
form of charity. Accordingly, i f  our common brother the 
Bishop Augustine should happen to come to you, le t  your 
kindness receive him a ffection a te ly  and tenderly, as is  
meet, so that Augustine himself may be comforted by your 
good consolation, and that others may leam  from you how 
to cultivate brotherly charity .

And since i t  is  often the case, that men, at a d is 
tance f ir s t  leam  from others what is  to be corrected , i f  
Augustine should come to you, brother, with delinquencies 
of priests or others, s i t  together with him and examine 
the whole case in d e ta il, and ©how yourselves s t r ic t  and 
careful about things whioh offend God and provoke Him to
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wrath, that fo r  the correction  of others retribution may 
strike the gu ilty , and fa lse  report may not distress the 
innocent. God keep you safe, most reverend brother.

THE RE H P0N3A

E pistle XI, 64.

Gregory’ s Answers to Augustine’ s questions.
By my dear sons, the presbyter Lawrence and the 

monk Peter, I received your manuscript, brother, in which 
you have been at pains to ask me about many points. But 
because those sons o f mine found me tortured with the gout, 
and as they pressed me to le t  them go as quickly as X could, 
they were dismissed indeed, but leaving me s t i l l  in my tor- 
tures. I was not able to answer each point as fu lly  as 1 
might.®

I .  F irst question of the blessed Augustine, Bishop 
of the Church of Canterbury. Concerning bishops, how they 
should live  with their clergy ; and o f the things which come 
to the a ltar by the offerin gs of the fa ith fu l, into how 
many portions they should be divided; and how the bishop 
should behave in church,

Gregory, Pope of the city  of Rope , replied:

Holy Scripture, which you, of course, know w ell, 
bears witness, and especia lly  the E pistles of the Blessed 
Paul to Timothy, in t?hioh he studied to instruct him how 
he should behave in the houee of God.

The custom o f the Apostolic See i s ,  when bishops 
are ordained, to give them directions to make four por
tions of everything that cones in; one fo r  the bishop and

aThere must , i t  seems, have been two journeys — 
that of 598 (Bade I ,  xxvii ) the ob ject of which was to in 
form the Pope of the sue cese obtained, and that o f 601, 
the date o f the le t t e r s . I t  is  improbable envoys would 
have stayed in Rome in the in terval, f o r  they were so anx
ious to return a t once that the Pope had not time to write 
the le tters  he intended to Augustine. Brou, op. 
p# 74y n * X.
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his family, with a view to h osp ita lity  and entertaining; 
one fo r  the clergy ; the third fo r  the poor; the fourth 
fo r  the repair o f  the churches. But as you, brother, 
have been educated under a monastic ru le, and ought not 
to be separated from your c lergy , you ought to establish  
in the Church of the English, which is  s t i l l  but newly 
brought to the Faith by the motion of God, that manner of 
l i f e  which our fathers used in the beginning o f the in
fant Church; among whom, there was none of them who said 
that aught of the things which they possessed v/ae his own, 
but they had a l l  things common.

I f  any of the clergy outside the oacred orders who 
are unable to contain, they should take wives, and receive 
their stipends apart; fo r  we know that i t  ie written o f 
those same fathers of whom we have spoken, that they d i
vided severally to a l l ,  according as every m n  had need. 
Attention and forethought must be used with regard to 
their stipends a lso ; and they must be bound to obey church 
rule; to live good moral liv es , to keep watch fo r  singing 
psalms; and by the help of God to keep heart and tongue 
and body from a l l  unlawful things. But with regard to 
those who live a common l i f e ,  why need I speak o f dividing 
portions, or showing h osp ita lity , and f u l f i l l in g  mercy, 
since a l l  that remains over is to be expended on the causes 
of piety and re lig ion , as the Lord, the Master of a l l ,  
teaches; »Give in alms that which remains over, and behold 
a l l  things are clean unto you*?

I I .  Augustine *s hue at ion . The Faith being one, 
are there d iffe ren t customs in d iffe ren t Churches, and is  
one custom observed in the Masses of the Holy Homan Church, 
and another in the Church o f Gaul?

Pope Gregory replied ; My brother, you know the 
custom of the Church o f Rome , in which you remember your 
rearing. But I should like you carefu lly  to se le c t  what
ever you have found either in the Church o f Rome, o r  in 
that of Gaul, or in any other, which may better pleas® Al
mighty God, and to introduce, by an excellen t arrangement, 
into the Church o f the English, which is s t i l l  new to the 
Faith, what you have been able to gather together from 
many Churches, For things are not to be loved fo r  the 
aake of places, but places f o r  the oalee o f good things.
From a l l  the several Churches, therefore, s e le c t  the 
things which are pious, and re lig iou s , and righ t, and 
gather them ©a i t  were into a bundle, and store them in 
the minds o f the English to form a custom.
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III*  Augustine’ s question. I pray you, what 
ought to he done to a man who has stolen from a church?

Gregory rep lied : My brother, you can consider ac
cording to tiie particu lar th ief what correction he may en
dure* There are sons who commit theft though they have a 
liv in g ; and there are others who sin in this way fo r  want. 
Some, accordingly, must be corrected by fine a, and some 
with stripes; some more severely, and some more len ien tly . 
And even when somewhat severe action is used, i t  must be 
done out of charity , not out of anger. For this benefit 
ia conferred on the man who is corrected, that he is not 
delivered to h e ll- f ir e *  Tie ought so to administer d is 
c ip lin e  to the fa ith fu l, as good fathers do to their c h il 
dren a fter  the f le s h . They lay stripes upon them f o r  their 
fa u lts , yet they dee ire. to have fo r  th eir heirs those very 
children whom they put to pain, and keep their possessions 
fo r  those whom they appear to chastise with wrath. This 
charity, the ref o re , must be kept in mind, and i t  dictates 
the measure of the correction , so that the mind does 
nothing at a l l  beyond the rule o f reason. You w ill add 
also how they must restore what they have taken from 
churches. But God forb id  that the Church should take 
back with interest any part of her worldly goods which she 
seems to have lo s t , and so to make gain of worthless things.

IV. Augustine’ s question. Whether two whole 
brothers may hold in marriage two s is te rs , not c lose ly  re
lated to them by descent?

Gregory replied: Assuredly i t  is  law ful. Kowhere 
in Holy Scripture ia anything found which would seem to be 
in c o n f l ic t  with this a r t ic le .

V. Augustine’ s Question. At what generation may 
the fa ith fu l be joined in marriage with their rela tives?
And may men marry their stepmothers and sisters-in -law ?

Gregory replied: A certain secular law in the 
Roman State permit® that the son and daughter of whether 
i t  be brother and s is te r , or of two brothers or of two 
s is ters , may marry. But we have learned by experience 
that such marriages are incapable of issue . .aid the sa
cred Law forbids to uncover the nakedness of one near of 
kin. 11 is necessary therefore that the third or fourth 
generation should be reached before there can be a law
ful union; the second generation, of which we h-.ve spoken, 
must certainly refra in . Union with a stepmother is  a
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grave crime. I t  is written in the Law, 'Thou shalt not 
uncover the nakedness o f thy fa th e r .' A son cannot un
cover his fa th er 's  nakedness; but, as i t  is  written, 'They 
two shall be one f l e s h , ' he who dares to uncover the naked
ness o f his stepmother, who was one flesh  with hie father, 
has thereby uncovered his fa th er 's  nakedness. I t  is also 
forbidden to marry a s is ter-in -la w , because she has been 
made by marriage one flesh  with the brother. For this 
cause John the Baptist was beheaded and came to the mar
ty r 's  end, who was not bidden to deny Christ, and yet was 
k illed  f o r  the confession of Christ; but, because Our Lord 
Jesus Christ had said to them, *1 am the Truth*; because 
John was k illed  f o r  the Truth, therefore he shed his blood 
fo r  Christ.

But because there are many in the English nation, 
who, while they are s t i l l  in unbelief, are said  to have 
been joined in this abominable marriage, they must be ad
monished when they come to the Faith to abstain, and to 
know that this is a grave sin , Let them dread the fearfu l 
judgment of God, lest fo r  the sake of a carnal a ffection  
they bring upon themselves the anguish of eternal torment. 
They should not, however, fo r  this cause be deprived of 
the Cormaunion of the Lord's Body and Blood, lest i t  
should seem as i f  vengeance was being taken fo r  those 
things in which they were involved through ignorance be
fore their baptismal washing. In this time, the holy 
Church corrects son» things in zea l, puts up with some 
things in gentleness, feigns not to see some things in 
considerateness; and she tolerates and feigns not to see 
in such a manner that often , by tolerating and feigning 
not to see, she keeps down the e v i l  which she is  opposing. 
But a l l  those who come to" the Faith should be admonished 
not to dare to do anything o f the kind. If any have done 
so , they should be deprived o f the Communion o f the Lord's 
Body and Blood; because, as the fa u lt  is  to some extent 
to be put up with in the case o f those who have done i t  
■through ignorance, so i t  should be strongly chastised in 
the case o f those who are not afraid to sin w ittin g ly .

VI. Augustine's question. I f  distances are great 
to travel, so that the bishops cannot easily  come together, 
may a bishop be ordained without the presence o f other 
bishops 7

Gregory replied! As a matter o f fa c t ,  in the 
Church of the English, in which as yet you are the only 
bishop to be found, you cannot help ordaining a bishop 
without other bishops, When do bishops come from Gaul,
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to assist as witnesses in the ordination o f a bishop?
But we wish you# brother, to ordain bishops on such a 
method that these bishops my not be separated by long 
distances from each other, that there may be no need to 
consecrate by y ou rse lf, but that at a bishop’ s ordination 
other pastors a lso , whose presence is very valuable, may 
be able to come together with ease. when therefore, with 
God’ s help, bishops have been thus ordained in places near 
each other a l l  over the country, the ordination of a bishop 
ought not to take place without three or fo u r  bishops as
sembling fo r  i t .  An illu stra tion  from carnal things may 
be taken to show how sp iritu a l things should be wisely and 
seasonably ordered. When weddings are celebrated in the 
world, a l l  the married people are ca lled  together, that 
those who have gone the way o f marriage before may jo in  
with the joy of the couple who are follow ing them, why 
then should not this sp iritu a l ordination, in which 
through the sacred ministry man is united to God, be made 
the occasion fo r  gathering those together who w ill both 
rejoice in the promotion of the bishop ordained, and pour 
out prayers to Almighty God in common fo r  his safe keep
ing?

VII, Augustine*s (¿ueation. How ought we to act 
with the bishops of Gaul and of B ritain ? * 0

Gregory replied ; We bestow upon you no authority 
among the bishops of Gaul; because from the ancient times 
of my predecessors the Bishop of Arles has received the 
p a ll, and m ought not at a l l  to deprive him of the

* °It  is quite possible that Gregory did not under
stand the point o f Augustine*s question. I t  seems very 
unlikely that Augustine should have imagined himself to 
have any te rr ito r ia l ju r isd iction  over the older dioceses 
of Gaul, By the «bishops o f B ritain ,* Augustine probably 
meant those C eltic bishops over whom he soon sought to 
establish a ju r isd ict io n . But i t  looks as i f  Gregory 
knew nothing of these C eltic bishops, so that the last 
sentence of this reply had no d irect reference to them, 
but meant the bishops whom Augustine himself would appoint. 
At the same time i t  shows Gregory’ s curiously defective 
information with regard to Gaul and Britain that he should 
have given Augustine leave, even in conjunction with the 
Bishop of A rles, to concern himself with correcting the 
faults of bishops under the ju risd iction  of the la tter . 
Mason, op. c i t . , p. 79, n. 1«
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authority he has enjoyed. I f  you happen, therefore, 
brother, to cross into the province of Gaul, you should 
act with the Bishop o f A rles, f o r  the correction  of any 
fau lts that nay be found in the bishops . If he should 
prove lukewarm with regard to energy in d isc ip lin e , your 
zeal, my brother, must set him on f i r e ,  m have written 
a le tte r * 1 to him a lso , to help yon with a l l  his heart 
when your Holiness is present in Gaul, and to restrain 
whatever is contrary to the commandment of our Maker in 
the ways of the bishops . You by yourself, however, can 
not judge the bishops of Gaul, outside your own ju r is 
d iction ; but persuade, entreat, display good works fo r  
their im itation, and so reform the minds of those who 
are bad to the pursuit of holiness; fo r  i t  is written 
in the Law, ’ when a man passeth through another man’ s 
com , he may not put a sick le thereto, but taay rub the 
ears with his hand and eat.*  You may not put the sick le  
of judgment to the crop which is  evidently intrusted to 
another; but by your devotion to good work, rid the Lord’ s 
wheat of i t s  vicious ch a ff, and by warning and persuasion, 
as i t  were by eating, convert i t  into the body of the 
Church, whatever is  to be done by authority, must be done 
in conjunction with the aforesaid Bishop of Arles, that 
what our fathers o f old devised and established may not be 
l e f t  out o f account. But a l l  the bishops o f Britain we 
intrust to you, brother, that the unlearned may be taught, 
the weak be strengthened by persuasion, the perverse be 
corrected by authority.

V III. Augustine’ s Question, whether a woman may 
be baptized when with ch ild ? * 12

Gregory replied: ' I do not doubt that this ques
tion has been put to you brother; and I think that I have 
answered i t  already. But I suppose that what you were 
able to say and think fo r  yourself should be supported by 
an answer o f mine put in your hands, why should not a 
woman with Child be baptized, when i t  is no sin in the 
eyes of Almighty God to be fru it fu l?  when our f i r s t  par
ents had done wrong in Paradise, by the righteous judgment

^ E p istle  XI, 68 , supra.

l2,xO this question are attached others somewhat 
similar in kind, with regard to various things which might 
be considered to carry with them defilement from a L ev iti- 
cal point of view. Mason, op. p i t . , p, 81, n. 1.
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of God they lost the im o r ta lity  which had been given 
them* So* because Almighty God would not entirely  exter
minate mankind fo r  it s  fa u lt , He took away from man on 
the one hand his iranortali ty fo r  his s in , and on the other 
hand according to His own lovingkindnesa He reserved fo r  
him fru itfu lness in procreation of children. What has 
been preserved, therefore, fo r  mankind by g i f t  of Almighty 
God, how oouid we forb id  to approach the grace of Holy 
Baptism? I t  would be veiy foo lish  to suppose that a thing 
which is  i t s e l f  a g i f t  o f grace ©an be out o f  keeping with 
that sacrament in which a l l  g u ilt  is completely done away.

GREGORY’ S LETTERS COMMKNDATOHY OF THE 
MONKS SENT TO AUGUSTINE

E pistle XI, 58.

Gregory to Hennas o f Toulon, Serenus o f M arseilles, Lupus 
of Ch§lons, Aigulphus of Metz, Simplicius of P aris, Melan-  
tius of Rouen, and Licinius of Angers, Bishops of the 
Franks .13

Although attention to the o f f ic e  you have received 
would admonish you, brother, and especia lly  those who are 
labouring fo r  the sake of sou ls, i t  w ill  do no harm i f  our 
written words jog  your carefu lness; f o r  as the blaze gets 
higher when the breath blows, so the earnestness of a good 
soul increases at receipt o f a oomendation. So because 
with the cooperation o f the grace of our Redeemer, there 
is so great a multitude o f the English nation turning to 
the graoe of the Christian Faith, that our most reverend 
brother and fellow -bishop, and yours a lso , Augustine, a f
firms that the men with him are wholly in su ffic ien t to 
prosecute ..the work in the d iffe ren t places, we have ar
ranged to send him a number o f monks, along with our be
loved sons, yours and ours, the presbyter Lawrence and 
the abbot Mo H i tua. Accordingly you, brother, w ill show 
them proper charity, and w ill be quick to help them where 
there is occasion f o r  i t ,  so that by your assistance they 
may not be delayed in your parts, and thus they w ill have 
the pleasure o f being relieved by your succour, and you

13a copy to each
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■by showing theta kindnesses w il l  he found partners in the 
cause fo r  which they have been dispatched.

E p ist 1c XX i  t>l «

Gregory to C lotaire, King of the Franks.
Amid the many cares and anxieties which you undergo 

in governing the nations which are sub ject to you, that you 
should aid those who are labouring in the cause of God, is 
a subject of singular praise, arid w ill  bring upon you a 
high reward. And since by your previous good acta jou have 
proved yourself such that we may presume s t i l l  better, 
things of you, we are most gladly urged to beg of you what 
w ill redound to your recompense. Some o f those who went 
with our moat reverend brother and fellow -bishop, Augus
tine , to the English nation, told  us on their return, with 
what charity your Excellence had refreshed our said brother 
during his stay with you, and how you had succoured and as
sisted him on his way. But since th e ir  works are ever 
pleasing to our God, who do not turn back from the good 
which they have begun, we greet you with our fatherly a f
fe ction , and beg of you to consider the monks, the bearers 
of these presents, whom we have sent to our before-men
tioned brother, together with our well-beloved sons, 
Lawrence, presbyter, and Me H i tus, abbot, as especia lly  
commended to you. And whatever kindness you showed before 
to him, bestow more abundantly upon them a lso , and thus 
increase the amount of your praise; that so , while by the 
help o f your assistance they accomplish the Journey upon 
which they have entered, ‘Almighty God may recompense you 
fo r  your good deeds, being your Guardian in prosperity 
and your Help under adversity. . ,

pis t ie  X L , 6 2 .

Gregory to B runic hi Ida, Queen of the Franks,
%■ ' '

We render thanks to Almighty God, Who, amongst 
other g ifts  of His loving-kindness which He has bestowed

14The remainder of the text concerns Gregory*a 
exhortation to Global re to c a l l  a synod against the prac
tices of simony.
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upon your Excellence* has so f i l l e d  you with love f o r  the 
Christian re lig ion , that whatever you know tends to the 
good of souls and propagation of the Faith, you cease not 
to labour therein with devout and pious zea l. But with 
what kindness and aid your Excellence assisted our most 
reverend brother and fellow -b ishop, Augustine, on his way 
to the English nation, report was not s ile n t , and a fte r 
wards some monks on their return from him to us, related 
the matter in d e ta il, This Christian conduct of yours 
may be a subject of wonder to others, who are, as yet, 
loss fam iliarly  acquainted with your good deeds; but to 
ua, who are already fam iliar with them by experience, 
they are not so much a subject of wonder as o f jo y , be
cause, hereby, in a l l  that you bestow on others you as
s is t  y ou rse lf. «hat great miracles then our Redeemer 
has wrought in the conversion o f the above-mentioned na
tion, is  already know to your E xcellence.3 * **® and this 
ought to be a subject of great joy to you, since the com
fo r t  which you have afforded claims f o r  you a share in 
the event, inasmuch as i t  was by your assistance, a fter 
God, that the word of preaching was then made known.
For whoever assists another’ s good work, makes i t  hie 
own. But that the f r u it  o f your reward may be more and 
more abundant, we beg o f you kindly to extend the aid of 
your countenance to the monks, the bearers o f these pres
ents, whom we have sent with our well-beloved sons, 
Lawrence the presbyter, and M ellitus, abbot, to our be
fore-mentioned most reverend brother and fellow -bishop 
(since he te lls  us that those who are with him cannot 
su ffic ien tly  assist him), and that you would deign to 
aid them in everything; that so , while the good begin
nings of your Excellence, are follow ed by s t i l l  better 
favours, and they are prevented meeting with any delay 
or d if f ic u lty , you may move the mercy of our God towards 
yourself and your grandsons, who are so dear to us, in 
proportion as you show yourself merciful fo r  the love of 
Him in cases of this kind. 3-6

^-Sst. Augustine may have brought the tidings to 
Brunichilda, at Chfilona, on his way to ^rles fo r  his con
secration. Newman, op. c i t . , XXI, 337, n. 1.

16With these le t t e r s , Gregory wrote also to the
two young sovereign princes, fheoderio (Sp. XI, 59) and 
Theodebert (Ep. XI, 60), urging them to assemble synods 
to repress simony, tendering to them appreciation fo r
their beneficence to Augustine and his monks, and
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GREGORY'S COUNSEL TO MELLITUS WITH REGARD 
TO THE HEATHEN TEMPLES IN ENGLAND

Epiatle XI. 76.

To my beloved son the Abbot M ellitue, Gregory, the servant 
of God's servants.

After the departure of our company which is  with 
you, we became very anxious, not having heard at a l l  how 
your journey prospered, ./hen Almighty God brings you 
through to our brother the Bishop Aug «a tine , t e l l  him 
what I have long been turning over in my thoughts in refer
ence to the English; namely, not to le t  the id o l temples 
be destroyed in that nation, but to have the idols in them 
destroyed. Holy water should be made and sprinkled in the 
temples; altars b u ilt , and re lic s  placed there. For i f  
the temples are w ell b u ilt , they ought to be converted 
from the worship of demons to the service o f the true God; 
so that the people, seeing that th eir  temples are not 
destroyed, may put away error from their hearts, and know
ing and adoring the true God may come with more o f the 
sense of being at home to the fam iliar p laces. And as 
they are accustomed to slaughter many oxen in sa cr ifice  
to their demons, some change of solemnity should be

recommending as earnestly Mellitue and his companions. At 
the same time, the Pope wrote to Besiderius of Vienne {Ep. 
XI, 54) te llin g  him that a bishop ought not to teach the 
grammatical art, and recommending the monks enroute to 
England. He wrote also to V irg iliu s of Arles (Kp. XI, 55), 
enjoining on him the duty of a synod to uproot simony, 
asking him to draw Serenus , the bishop, from the companion
ship o f e v il men, and requesting V irg iliu s at the same time 
to bestow his charity on the monks going to Augustine in 
England. Another le tte r  o f th is series was addressed to 
AEtherius, bishop o f Lyons (Ep. XI, 56). On him a lso, 
Gregory enjoins the duty o f in sistin g  that a synod be 
ca lled , promises that he w il l  send copies of the privileges 
of his church, informs him that the writings o f Iraneus are 
not to be found, and recommends to his charity the monks 
going to Augustine in England. Gregory wrote likewise to 
Arigius, bishop of Gap in Dauphiny (Ep, XI, 57) in which he 
enjoins him to condemn simony in Council, and entreats him 
to bestow his favour on the monks going to Augustine.
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devised fo r  them in this respect a ls o ; —say, that on the 
dedication fe s t iv a l, or on those o f the holy martyrs, 
whose re lics  are placed there, they should make themselves 
booths of boughs round the temples which have been turned 
into churches, and observe the solemnity with religious 
fea sts , and while they no longer slaughter their beasts 
to the d ev il, they may k i l l  them to the praise of God fo r  
their own food, and thank the Giver of a l l  f o r  satisfy ing  
them. So by retaining fo r  them some outward re jo ic in g s , 
they may the mere easily  be won to re jo icings of a s p ir it 
ual kind. I t  is  evidently impossible, in the case o f hard 
hearts, to cut o f f  every tiling a t once. A man who is en
deavouring to scale a summit, rises by steps, not by 
bounds. Thus although the Lord made Himself known to the 
people of Israel in Egypt, yet He retained fo r  them in His 
own worship the employment of s a c r if ic e s , such as they had 
been accustomed to o f fe r  to the d e v il, and commanded them 
to o ffe r  animals in sa cr ifice  to Him. The intention was 
that their hearts might be changed, and while one element 
of sa cr ifice  was discarded, another might be maintained. 
The animals were the same that they had offered  before; 
but as they now offered  them up to the true God, and not 
to id o ls , they were no longer the same s a c r if ic e s . You 
must kindly say this to my brother Augustine, that s itu 
ated as he is there a t present, he may consider what ar
rangements to make about i t  a l l .  God keep you safe, 
dearest son.

ORB GORY’ S PLAN FOR ECCLESIASTICAL 
JURISDICTION IN ENGLAND .

E pistle XI, 65.

To my most reverend and holy brother and fellow -bishop 
Augustine, Gregory, servant o f God’ s servants.

we know that those who labour fo r  Almighty God 
have the unspeakable rewards of the eternal kingdom re
served fo r  them; but yet we also must requite them with 
honours, that the acknowledgment may make them t o i l  the 
harder in th eir  sp ir itu a l work. And inasmuch as the 
newly founded church of the English has been brought to 
the grace of Almighty God by the bounty o f the Lord and 
by your exertions, we grant you the use of the pa ll in 
that church a t the celebration o f the solemnities of the 
Mass, and at no other time; with permission to ordain
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twelve bishops in d iffe ren t places» to be subject to your 
ju risd iction » in order that the Bishop of the c ity  of Lon
don in the future may always be consecrated by a synod of 
his own» arid may receive the honour of the p a ll from the 
holy Apostolic See which by God’ s appointment I serve, */e 
desire you to send a bishop, whomsoever you determine to 
ordain, to the c ity  of York, with this provision, that i f  
that c ity  and the neighbouring regions receive the word of 
God, tiie Bishop of York likewise may ordain twelve bishops 
and enjoy the metropolitan d ign ity . To him a lso , i f  l i fe  
is spared us, we propose with the Lord’ s favour to giant 
the p a ll, but we wish him to be sub ject to your d irection , 
brother. After your death, he is to preside over the 
bishops whom he has ordained without being in any way sub
je c t  to the ju risd iction  o f the Bishop of London. In the 
future the Bishops of London and York are to divide the 
honour be tween them thus: the senior by ordination sha ll 
be considered to come f i r s t ;  and they must arrange har
moniously by common counsel and combined action whatever 
is to be done out of zeal fo r  C hrist. They must make 
good plans, and then execute then without variance. But 
you, brother, by appointment o f our Lord God Jesus Christ, 
are to have authority not over those bishops alone whom 
you ordain, not only over those ordained by the Bishop o f 
York, but even over a l l  the priests3-” o f B ritain , that 
from your Holiness*a lipo and l i fe  they may take their 
pattern of right b e lie f and good liv in g , and performing 
their duty in fa ith  and morals may atta in , when the Lord 
pleases, to the kingdom of heaven. God keep you safe* 
most reverend brother.

17I t is usually thought that the Bri ti uh bishops 
are here intended. At any rate Augustine interpreted the 
words as including them. But i t  is doubtful whether 
Gregory was aware of their existence . Mason, op. c i t . , 
p. 86.
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